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Mishnafi The Mishnah records various restrictions that apply to'a Jew’s transactions with idolaters:
D) WSY mams 1w YW s 1Y ~ During the three days preceding the festivals® of idol

worshipers

Dy nn% nRwY Mmox — it is forbidden to transact business with them,?

17°%wah — to lend

them articles, 12 %KW — or to borrow articles from them, 1Y — to lend them money 1 nnbY) —

or to borrow money from them,

a debt from them."!

Ww1isb — to repay a debt to them,

A dissenting view is cited with respect to this last law:

“mix 137 — R’ Yehudah says:

since this causes [the payer] distress.!

The first opinion counters:

% 1x — [The Sages] replied to him:

1 “nxY xn — he rejoices afterwards, since he is free of his obligation.®
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Tm Yo — We may accept payment from them

MYIY K31 1Ym0 Yy X — Though it causes him distress now,
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10. Gesher HaChaim {loc. cit.). The same ruling is given by Kol Bo Al Aveilus (p. 381), citing
responsa Maharam Shick (Yoreh De'ali §171). Kol Bo Aveilus adds: “Since {writing this], | also

found that Chasam Sofer writes in Sefer HaDrashos .

. .'not like the groundless innovation of those who

give the date according to the birth of the Christians' Messiah; for, the House of Israel will certainly be

shamed for this treachery.” And the gaon R' Meir Ash, in his Imrei Yosher, gives the same ruling, as do
responsa Sha'arei Tzeddek (§199) and responsa Pri HaSadeh (1:83)."
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The Gemara now elaborates on the second example of excessive \
rejection mentioned in the Baraisa:
X' 'Rn ML 12 ywvn — What is the incident involving R’ \
Yehoshua ben Perachyah and his student? 3 507 Xp T2 }
13379 X39n — When King Yannai was killing the Rabbis,* 7
TNAR MIMUKR now 13 1wnw ~ Shimon ben Shatach was A1 Y

hidden by his sister, the wife of the king, M1 12 ywhm 23
myn W xmoabxb pay bk — and R’ Yehoshua ben
Peréchyé.h went and fled to Alexandria in Egypt. mn ™
MUY 13 PWnY MY nYw xphw ~ When subsequently there was
peace in Eretz Yisrael, Shimon ben Shatach sent the following
letter to [R’ Yehoshua ben Perachyah]:  w7ipa y mowniun
omyn SY X1 1MoaYK 77 — From me, Jerusalem, the Holy City,

vsf ?bl'v

DR R CMON 13 ppew SR TONRY Ak NBRm R
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to you, Alexandria in Egypt.

mmw — My sister city! My master'™! dwells in your midst, and
1 am sitting desolate!  xnbw m% M Ayrn yow ex — Upon
receiving this letter, [R’ Yehoshua ben Perachyah] said: I infer
from [this letter] that there is peace in Jerusalem, and it is safe
to return; whereupon he set out to return to Jerusalem. xnx 2
xpoYIR Ry yopx — As he was traveling he came to a
certain inn. DY X3 ymmp op — [His hosts] stood up for
him in a display of great honor, xX2w X7 MY yay — and
they continued to accord him much honor. manuwn xp 3y
it kpaR R D — He sat and was praising his hostess: ‘‘How
nice is this hostess,” meaning, ‘‘how pleasing are her deeds.”’¥!1
wpnbnn R "% mx — Mistaking his teacher’s intent, one of his
students said to him: nmwimv My 137 — Rabbi, she is not
beautiful, for her eyes are round! P NRX 332 vy i mx ~
[R’ Yehoshuah ben Perachyah] said to [this student]: Wicked
one! In matters such as these you occupy yourself?!¥  5ix
mnpw) Misw Rn vax — He took out four hundred horns,
and excommunicated [this student]. x5 mmph xnx xpn b
mb3p — Every day, [the student] would come before [R’
Yehoshua ben Perachyah] to beg forgiveness, and [R' Ye-
hoshua ben Perachyah] would not receive him, i.e. he refused
to forgive him.  ¥»w n1mp Mp M M Xy — One day, when [R’
Yehoshua ben Perachyah] was reciting Krias Shema, xnx
mmpy ~ [the student] came before him yet again. mnyTamn
mhapy — This time, [R’ Yehoshua ben Perachyah] had
intended to accept him, and pardon him. 3 mb nnx —

N MK JIIN3 MY Hy3 nink

Being unable to talk at the moment, he motioned to [the
student] with his hand that he would receive him as soon as he
finished reciting Krias Shema. m% Ny 8 12p — But [the
student] thought that he was pushing him away yet again, and
despaired of ever attaining his teacher’s forgiveness. fp1
Rnbs xnamb% — So he went and stood a brick on end, and
worshiped it as an idol. 93 79N MY "pr—~ Subsequently (R’
Yehoshua ben Perachyah] said to him: Repent! 72 m% 7nxg
91am nh3wn ~ But [this student] replied to him: Thus have I
received a tradition from you: X @7 NX RwLMN KV 5
12Wn mwyY 11 pson — Whoever sins and causes others to
sin is not given the opportunity to repent.

The Gemara explains how this student caused others to sin:
HRTWY MR KWLM AEEM AEm quhs T — As the master
said: [This student] practiced sorcery, and incited others and
led them astray, and caused Israel to sin.

Having mentioned the proper method of dealing with sinners
like Geichazi and the student of Yehoshua ben Perachyah, the
Gemara notes other areas in which the same procedure is called
for:
xnn — It was taught in a Baraisa:  Ymx yoR 12 pynw e —
R’ SHIMON BEN ELAZAR SAYS: WX pirn 1Y) — When dealing
with THE INCLINATION toward procreation, or with A CHILD OR
with A WOMAN, n27pn pmn nnit YXnw 8an — THE LEFT hand
SHOULD PUSH them AWAY, BUT THE RIGHT hand SHOULD DRAW
them CLOSE.!"®
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