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§Do not pervert the judgment of your destitute person in his grievance:,
7 Distance yourself* from a false word; do not execute the innocent or thg7

righteous, for I shall not exonerate the wicked. ® Do not accept a bribe, far‘théj’g

bribe will blind those who see and corrupt words that are just. ® Do not oppre
a stranger; you know the.feelings of a stranger, for you were strangers in
land of Egypt. 1° Six years shall you sow your land and gather in its produ

1 And in.the seventh, you shall leave it untended and unharvested, and th

destitute of your people shall eat, and the wildlife of the field shall eat what
left; so shall you do to your vineyard and your olive grove. 2 Six days shall
accomplish your activities, and on the seventh day you shall desist, so th
your ox and donkey may be content and your maidservant’s son and 1
sojourner may be refreshed. > Be careful regarding everything | have said
you. The name of the gods of others you shall not mention, nor shiall ye

rnouth cause it to be heard.
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PARASHAS BEHAR

! HASHEM Spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying: 2 Speak to the Children of
Israel and say to them: When you come into the land that | give you, the
la(zd s‘hal{ observe a Sabbath* rest for HASHEM, 3 For six years you may lsow
Your field and for six years you may prune your vineyard; and you may gather
i its crop. *But the seventh Year shall-be -a complete rest for the land, a
Sabbath for HASHEM; your field you shall not sow and your vineyard you shall
not prune. > The aftergrowth of your harvest You shall not reap and the grapes
You had set aside for yourself you shall not pick; it shall be.a year of rest for the
Ianq: § The Sabbath produce of the land shall be youré to 'eat, for you, for your
ZI:}!;;, a{: for ygu/g rr;aid;emght; and for your laborer and for goﬁr resiiient who
with you. " And for yoiur anirrial fol astthat is in your |
s % o An fe | yogr @@al and for the b?.aisg.'Mat is in your land shall
& You shall count for yourself sever cycles of sabbatical years, * seven years

* seven times; the years of the seven cycles of sabbatical years shall be for you

forty=nine- years. Ygu shall sound a broken blast on the shofar, in the seventh
mo,n_th, on tﬁe tenth of the anth,j: on the Day of Atonement you shall Sdund»the
shofar throughout your land. - You'shall sanctify the fiftieth year and proclaim

T 1377 % — TO WHAT MAY THE MATTER
71 3 phY any 1w — TO TWO WOMEN WHO
7R NNX — ONE HAD ACTED

BE COMPARED?
WERE FLOGGED BY THE COURT.
CORRUPTLY (i.e. she had committed adultery),®® w5 nax nnx
MYy — AND ONE HAD EATEN UNRIPE FIGS OF SHEVIIS. 7 mnK
nYIRY M5 728Y ANIK 179 — THE ONE WHO HAD EATEN UNRIPE
FIGS OF SHEVIIS SAID TO THEM [the court officials]:  nam mypas
— “IBESEECHYOU, 11> 711 by 1w 1in — MAKE KNOWN the sin
FOR WHICH THIS ONE [herself] IS BEING FLOGGED, by Mnx» xby
npi% it P> WY M — SO THAT [PEOPLE] WILL NOT SAY, “The sin
FOR WHICH THAT other ONE IS BEING FLOGGED (i.e. adultery) THIS
ONE IS also BEING FLOGGED.”  mRIY3 120 myny »b 1xan ~
THEY BROUGHT UNRIPE FIGS OF SHEVIIS AND HUNG THEM AROUND
HER NECK, '"nix] 9% Prman »1) — AND THEY ANNOUNCED
BEFOREHER, SAYING:  n21Y X1 mwaw woy by — “FOR MATTERS
OF SHEVIIS SHE IS BEING FLOGGED. "8

D37 IR MY DB W KT YA N WNBWR"ON WK) w0 freedom tivoughout the i for s inhabitants, it shall b e S Vo
931 " APTTNR 1¥AN K1 pret KQVWYN K 5 P20 40 shalreum ach man o his ancestral herttage and you shall etu
ey nrin A e e e LT s cacmanto his family. 1 It shall be a Jubilee. Year for you — this fiftieth Gear
5;1”3 mwa mgzsw:}nnx '1'731'{1"1 :‘ﬂVjU '{7313;){2”2”31 W'IP NTTT " — You shall not sow, you-shall not harvest its affergrowth ahd you é’fial? not
T TR K ANMYZ 10 1IENIH AR DK WK WH NKIT glczk ;"-"‘at' w}fs set aside of it for yourself. 2 For it is a Jubilee Year, it shall be
e v e - "y RO TR K sr=bx. My oy to you; from the field you may eat its crop. 3 In this Jubilee yc
- ; - MY RDNT T &b Iohtr i g luk) 2 . 59 p- 2 in this Jubilee Ye
NIRRT 7ara o D"JW}'W‘D‘QD; TRIRTNK WK AN, oK IBRY % e each man to fiis ancestral heritage. < . 7 : ge.fearyoushal
T 27D NNIANTIW RPN ANMY
! )] /\ LSRR TETY
'y ( Yuma
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. Another exchange between a Sage and a heretic:
WK 127% Kym RETI MY R — A certain heretic said to R
Abahu, i1 12m oouTbR — “Your God is a jester,®  Mnrp7
mhxpwn 31v-by 20w, Yxpimb mb — because he said to the
prophet Ezekiel: lie on your left side.2"  37¥-by naawy, 2nn
1 — And later it is written that God told Ezekiel: and you
shall lie on your right side.”? mb qnR XPnYn R¥I ROK —
Before R’ Abahu answered, a certain student came and asked
him, Xny=aw Xpyv 'xp - “What is the reason for the
Sabbatical year?”?  xnbm 1% xpx xnwa my my — [RT
Abahu] said to him, “Now I will tell you something xnw?
wmanY — that is a fitting response to both of them [the two
questions].®  Hx1w1h X N3 winpn my — The Holy One,
Blessed is He, said to Israel, yaw wmwm ww w71 — ‘Plant
your crops for six years and rest on the seventh, wInw *12
X¥1 %90 yIRIY — so that you may know that the land is
Mine.®) 131wy XY 1M — But [the Jews] did not do so. They
did not observe the Sabbatical year. 1931 1xvn Xyx — Instead
they sinned, and therefore they were exiled. % 5w 1amm -
Now the way of the world is that 1y myqew o7y W3 9%
7y — when a country rebels against a king of flesh and
blood, 1712 nx 7117 X3 K or — if [the king] is cruel, he
slaughters them all. mym 3717 X o ox — If [the king] is
merciful, he slaughters only half of them. w1 R’ RTI DR
x11 — But if he is merciful, absolutely brimming with mercy,
P J7aY orbital 1o ~ he only inflicts suffering upon the
greatest among them and spares the rest. M3 wipa 72 O8
5xp1m nx "o R — Likewise, the Holy One, Blessed is He,
instead of killing the Jews for violating the Sabbatical year, he
afflicted Ezekiel 5x1ir bw omniaiy panY 12 — in order to
wash away the sins of Israel.
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With regard to all the commandments that we have enumeratedin Laws
concerning the Sabbatical Year and the Jubilee, some of them are meant to
lead to pity and help for all men—as the text has it: Thar the poor of thy
people may eat; and what they leave the beasts of the field shall eat, and so
on®—and are meant to make the earth more fertile and stronger through
letting it lie fallow. Others are meant to lead to benevolence toward slaves
and poor people; I refer to remission of debts and freeing of slaves. Others
consider what is useful from a permanent point of view in providing for a
living, through turning the whole land into an inalienable possession that
cannot be sold in absolute fashion: 4nd the land shall not be sold in per-
petuity;*° consequently a man’s property remains, as far as the landed
property itself is concerned, reserved for him and his children, and he can
only exploit its produce. Thus we have given reasons for everything that isin-
cluded in the Book of Seeds figuring in our compilation with the exception of
the interbreeding of beasts,* the reason for which will be explained later on.3?
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