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And it happened after these things that God tested* Abraham and said to
him, “Abraham,” and he replied, “Here | am.”

2 And He said, “Please take your son, your only one, whom you love — Isaac
— and go to the land of Moriah; bring him up there as an offering upon one of
the mountains which | shall tell you.”

3 So Abraham woke up early in the momning and he saddled his donkey; he
took his two young men with him and Isaac, his son; he split the wood for the
offering, and stood up and went to the place of which God had spoken to him.
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The Gemara suggests and rejects a possible answer:
niynb prren P XN 3 ~ And if you will say that we
search at night because of the principle: “The zealous are early
to [perform] mitzvos,” ie. people who are punctilious about
mitzvah observance perform their mitzvos as early as possible,
that cannot be the reason, x79¥n pi1a: — for that principle
requires only that we should search first thing in the morning;

it does not require that we do so the night before. @y, 3127
minbay A Y wmwn — For it is written: And on the eighth
day, the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised,!'™ xun) -
and it was taught in a Baraisa concerning this commandment:
mymb w3 i on b3 — THE ENTIRE DAY IS VALID FOR
CIRCUMCISION, ~niynb owartpn 1Y XK — EXCEPT THAT THE
ZEALOUS ARE EARLY TO [PERFORM] MITZVOS, maw,, MR
P33 D3R — AS ITIS STATED: AND ABRAHAM AROSE EARLY IN
THE MORNING."$ Why then must we search for chametz at night?
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The Gemara digresses to discuss determining the proper time

for bringing the afternoon famid in the Temple:

X19p 371 "y — Rav Safra said:

MY e BTANT Moty

Hnia — The time for the afternoon prayer® of Abraham begins
when the walls become darkened with shadows.!”

The Gemara objects: :
noi 37 MR — Rav Yosef said:

"Ry P DT TS -

Should we go ahead and learn from Abraham?! Are you
teaching us to emulate the alacrity of Abraham,® when that is
well-nigh impossible?®

The Gemara responds:
X321 "R — Rava said:
alacrity from Abraham,
not learn from him?!

D3RR 79 Kin — A Tanna lesrers
mym s KD X1 — and we shoass:
xun7 — For it was taught in a Barazes.

iy vra b wwin nivm,, — The verse states: ON THE EieE=s
DAY, THE FLESH OF HIS FORESKIN SHALL BE CIRCUMCISEL:
omb "Wy o 2w mbn — This TEACHES THAT THE ENTIRE &2

IS VALID FOR CIRCUMCISION,

niyny TETRE PRWIY Kex -

EXCEPT THAT THE ZEALOUS ARE EARLY TO [PERFORM) MITZ¥:e:
7oA Wamn Mpan DTRN DY, MR — FOR IT IS STATE:
ABRAHAM AROSE EARLY IN THE MORNING.'W It is thus apperes
that we should seek to emulate Abraham’s zealous performane: =
mitzvos.
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2 The sun rose upon the earth and Lot arrived at Zoar. 2 Now HASHEM™ had
caused sulfur and fire to rain upon Sodorn and Gomorrah, from HASHEM, out of
heaven. % He overturned these cities and the entire plain, with all the inhabditants
of the cities and the vegetation of the soil. % His wife peered behind him and she
became a pillar of salt.

27 Abraham arose early in the morning to the place where he had stood before
HASHEM, * And he gazed down upon Sodom and Gomorrah and the entire
surface of the land of the plain; and saw — and behold! the smoke of the earth
rose like the smoke of a kiln. 2® And so it was when God destroyed the cities of
the plain that God remembered Abraham; so He sent Lot from amidst the
upheaval when He cverturned the cities in which Lot had lived.
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6 So Abraham hastened to the tent to Sarah and said, “Hurry! Three se'ahs of
meal, fine flour! Knead and make cakes!"7 Then Abraham ran to the cattle, took
a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the youth who hurried to prepare it. ¢ He
took cream and milk and the calf which he had prepared, and placed these
before them; he stood over them beneath the tree and they ate. *
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The Gemara cites the first Baraisa:
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XPam 1373 DR 1377 mnN2 Run — A Baraisa was taught in
accordance with the opinion of R’ Yose the son of R’ Chanina:
n™MmY NP5HN JpR 013K — ABRAHAM INSTITUTED THE SHACHARIS
PRAYER, “BKIW — AS IT IS STATED: Np32 Rif1aX 03w,
/Oy TRYTIWR DiPRITOR — AND ABRAHAM AROSE EARLY IN THE
. MORNING TO THE PLACE WHERE HE HAD STOOD.!] KPR Ty PR
T92n — AND “STANDING” in this verse REFERS TO NOTHING OTHER
THAN PRAYER, "KW — AS IT IS STATED elsewhere: Tayi,,
5557 DS — AND PINCHAS STOOD UP AND PRAYED.!S! ~

1P mEn?  pRvipn PTYT ek
PYITRT MWYR DXYR PRI PUVITRA
"7 271 PR 7373 AMIR¥IND XOR 73D
M X297 AROON nIXn 237 197 ,Mr
TR R9R T PRI PYIn pyebma oyya
TR PR OINKY XWIn XY XM P XY
99 QNN N7 2nDY M pInd
an> N7 XY 77D 0 271 TYUAR
D"y 7T NN wHI? NPh X1 XNt
XYR 71%°90 MR PR 777 780 Yar ,mon
"RWR WP ann nxoTrnnh 1
WY DEYY QP omInaw nnma

Rom iyt wamimty by meyny




1210 Qs R‘ chmen  S0FER

P22 DR DU CnYT RY
Wwan XY ¥ BN DROwianm
72 PR N NRan 37 RYR ,279an
wY b pPampn Prmb aeno
RPW "MI7 RN DY RO TIRNA PAvaw
MRS MR A7 PYI P pTIon Suna
MRY XYW D AR oIR 7A0% 1an
OXIW? TPRw3 WA RATK 180
NXOYY LVTID YWIWIN Yn wn 9aTea
27y ROR ,MIZNT QPR TIRA 33903 1Y
TN Wt PRI 1 MR Yow o
W2 M DT YWITY W Y NS
ML PRI P P WA At PR T
X723 PN pTI02 ARA XTT 1170 RON
TX] ME¥BR OPPa YwInn wn R X1
%Y 2R PN 01T Hwa vy
[ namn

PYTIAT R7PYIAT 1212 TWYRT NP M
TRY pPhmtn R avanh

TRV LpRPn 21 vTon Tman
oNn R AP MIRPTIoR 250D
MR MY MSTA "W PR
PRT PO 9 Mmooy ovn men
2vannY *dY AP MxpTIea 11a0b
2710 TIRY ININY PRvIpn P 7Y
M7 WR YR Moy ,nn mena
W% ‘031 1N WP M) 1T
AN B7PY 2ND JAOR PIY M1Y Chpas
"p) IDID WIATY MDD 3N Nwa
POWWOW 5% ,ar amm awh any o
N TR0 AT PR MZRY M2 OIR
JTIZRM PAYI DAY RIT PRI PINTT
XY Xon mEnan phnd monnw e,
MR, PRMIPR P P AT Yy Yuam

?Qﬁ £ asH

17. ni¥pa NX DNINWY — [AND] YOU SHALL GUARD THE MATZOS.
should not become leavened.
being kneaded for matzah, was about to swell,

it over with cold water to retard the leavening process.*

IR MKy 131 — The Tanna R’ Yoshiyah says:
only as ““matzos,”

the verse says,
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ymn »1Yy 1x13) k5Y —~ So that they
1IAK 1K — From here [the Sages] said: npn — Ifit, i.e., thedough
131¥3 wivhn — she who is kneading it should smooth

URI¥RT NX,, X7p 1 R — Do not read the word

MI¥RT NK,, KX — but rather also as “mitzvos,” commandments.s In this sense,

MYRI MR PYMON PRY 7772 — just as people donot allow the matzos to become leav-

ened, nNiYRINX]PY™MORE PR - so should they not alow the commandments to become leavened
by leaving opportunities for their performance unattended. ~ 97:% rx3 ox x%x — Rather, if [the oppor-
tunity to fulfill a commandment] comes to your hand, ®mnnnixnwy — do it immediately.
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1. One should strengthen himselflike a lion to get upinthe morning (1) for the )
service of his Creator. He should /rise early enough to/ usher in (2) the dawn.
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