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second side. 13 You shall make staves of acacia wood and covér them with gold;
1 and insert the staves i the rings on the sides of the Ark, with-which to carry
the Ark 15 The staves shall remain in.the nngs of the Ark; they may not be
reroved from tt. 18 You shall place m the Ark the 'I'estzmomal-tableLs * that 1 shall

: give gou,

2. Devarim 10:2
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t that time HASHEM said to me, “Carve for yourself two stone Tablets like

the ﬁrst ones, and ascend to Me to the mountain, and make a wooden Ark
for yourself.” And | shall inscribe on the Tablets the words that were on the first
Tablets that you smashed; and you shall place them in the Ark.”

3. ‘Menachos 99

4. Devarim 31:24

A similar teaching, regarding the Tablets of the Law that Moses
broke: %!

"TIX3 DpRw) 092w WK, — The verse states: the first Tablets

that you broke, and you shall place them in the Ark, ®® 219
noi* — Rav Yosef taught a Baraisa: nimb M3 nimbow 'np'?):
11742 1M1 — THIS TEACHES THAT both THE second TABLETS AND
THE BROKEN PIECES OF THE first TABLETS ARE PLACED INTO THE
ARK_[TI]
Rav Yosef infers:

TONN nRme PTmY R MY B mebnb 1xan — From here we learn
regardmg a Torah scholar who involuntarily forgot his
learning,®®  y1ya xym 93 P PRY — that we should not act
toward him in a demeaning manner.®!
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24 So it was that when Moses finished writing the words of this Torah onto a

book; until their conclusion: 25 Moses commanded the Levites, the bearers of the
Ark of the Covenant of HASHEM, saying, 2° “Take this.book of the Torah and
place it at the side of the Arkc of the Covenant of HASHEM, your God, and it shall
be there for you as a witriess. 2/ For I know your rebelliouisness and your-stiff
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5. Yehoshua 3:3

J hua arose early n the i mormng, and they Joumeyed from ‘Shittim and

arrived at the Jordan he and alt: the Chzldren of lsraél; and'they lodged there
before they: ‘crossed.: iy - s

2]t was at the end of three days that the marshals circulated in the mzdst of
the ¢amp. 3 They comimarnded the people, saying, “When you see the Ark of the
Couénant of HASHEM, * your God, and the Koharim, the Levités, camying it,
then you shail move from your place and followit. * Butthere'shall be a distance
between yourselves and it — a measure of two thousand cubits — do not
approach [closer to}it, so thit you may khot the way in: which you should go,
for you have not passed this. way yesterday or before yesterday.”

- 8 Joshua sald to.the people, "Prepare yourselves, for tomorrow. HASHEM wzll
do iporiders in gour midst.”s Joshua then spoké ¢ to the Kohanim, saying, Carry
the Ark of the Covenant and pass before the people" 56/ they carried the Aric of
the €ovenant and went before the people;:-, ;. §
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6. Yehoshua 6:4

T .no one entered. 2 HASHEM said to Joshua, “See, | have delivered into your
hand Jerzcho and its kmg, the mlghty wamors 3 You shall go around the city,
all the men of war, encircling the city one fime; thus shall you do for a period of
six days. #And seven Kohanim shall carry seven ram-shofars before the Ari; on
the seventh day you shall go.around the city seven times, and the Kohanim shall
blow with the shofars. 3 It shall be that upon an extended blast with the ram’s
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7. Shmuel 1:3:3

i Dauid again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thoitsarid. 2 David

and:all the people that were with him arose and went forth from Baale-ju-

dah* to bring up from there the Ark of God, which is called by [its] name: “The
Name of HasHEM, Master of Legions, Who is enthroned tpon the Cherubim, is
upon.it." > They placed the Ark.of God uporn a new.wagon and carried:it from
the house of Abinadab which was iri Gibeah. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abi-
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8. Melachim 1:6:19

19 He prepared an Inner Sanctum in the Temple towards the inside, there to
place the Ark of the Covenant of HASHEM. 2 Behind the Partition [was an area]
twenty, cubits in length and twenty cubits in width and twenty cubits its
height,* He overlaid {the Partition] with fine gold; he also overlaid an aitar with
cedar wood. * 2! Solomon [then] overlaid the inner section of the Temple with
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9. Divrei Ha’Yamim 2:35:3

L osiah made the; pésach:offenhg to HASHEM. ‘They slaughtered the pesach-
.. offering on the fourteenth day of the first month. :

2 He set up the Kohanim according to their divisions, and he encouraged them
in the service of the Temple of HASHEM. 3 He then said to the Levites, who tatght
all of Israel, who were consecrated to HASHEM,; "Place the Holy Ark in'the Temple*
that Solornon son of David, the king of Israel, built. Then you will no longer have
any carrying on your shouldér; so now ‘serbe HASHEM your God and His people
Israel. 4 Organize yourselves by your fathers’ families, according to your divisions,

10. ‘Ma}a cf Aron’s
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(Illustration from the book From Sinai to Jerusalem
by Leen Ritm

eyer.)

WY wIpnY KT WIpn e ey oy mwnn — This is an allusion

11. Yuma 21b

to five things in which there was a difference between the
First Temple and the Second Temple."® p119x) — And these
are [the five things] in which the Second Temple was lacking:
nrart Ny 18 — The Ark, Ark-cover and Cherubim;™!
Wy — the fire from heaven;
vipn m — the Holy Spirit of prophecy;®

npowt — the Divine Presence;™!
DMRINY DYMRY -

and the Urim VeTumim.” Thus, fire from heaven was not
present in the Second Temple, — ? —

12. Ezra 6:5

3 In the first year of King Cyrus, King Cyrus issued a decree [concerning] the|
Temple of God in Jerusalem: The Temple shall be built, a plaf:e for tl::e
offering of sacrifices, with its walls strongly founded, its height sixty cubits
and its width sixty cubits. * [There shall be] three rows of marble and one
row of new wood, with the expenses provided for by the royal palace,
5 Also, the golden and silver vessels of the Temple of God, which Nebs
uchadnezzar removed from the Sanctuary in Jerusalem and brought t‘f
Babylon, shall be returned and shall go to the Sanctuary that is in
« Jerusalem, to their place, and they shall be placed in the Temple of God:{
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13. Arch of Titus

14. 11 ‘Maccabees 2:4-8

The records show that it was the prophet Jeremiah who ... prompted by a divine message ... gave orders that the Tent
of Meeting and the ark should go with him. Then he went away to the mountain from the top of which Moses saw
God's promised land. When he reached the mountain, Jeremiah found a cave-dwelling; he carried the tent, the ark,
and the incense-altar into it, then blocked up the entrance. Some of his companions came to mark out the way, but
were unable to find it. When Jeremiah learnt of this he reprimanded them. "The place shall remain unknown", he
said, "until God finally gathers his people together and shows mercy to them. The Lord will bring these things to
light again, and the glory of the Lord will appear with the cloud, as it was seen both in the time of Moses and when
Solomon prayed that the shrine might be worthily consecrated."

15. Har Nevo

Jerusalem o

Bethlehem *
Judea
Hebron

* Gaza

*Zoar

§  Daily Bible Study
www. keyway. ca

16. Devarim 34:1-3

1 Moses ascended from the plains of Moa;pb to Mount Nebo, to the summit of Hyh ' "["\'m 173’;]1'13;;!"7;] ngi_q "]‘:7 ’:]‘:"I'N 1wn;n:1;1]r_<:g
the cliff that faces Jericho, and HASHEM showed him the entire Land: the 1 219-by WK TA0DT WXT I NTTOK AR nanyn em
Gilead as far as Dan; * all of Naphtal, and the land of Ephraim and Manassehy -y syt Yy 171y 9301 PIRGF9 NI M 1R
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Holy Ark to be Revealed? - Travel - News - Arutz Sheva

israelnationalnews.com
17. ‘Arutz
Sheva

An Ethiopian church leader says Friday, June 26, marks the gune, 2009
right time to unveil the Biblical Ark of the Covenant, which he

says has been hidden in his church for centuries.

Abuna Pauolos, Patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church,

was in Rome this week to meet with Pope Benedict XVI. While

there, he told reporters that the time had come to reveal before

the world the Holy Ark. He said that the holy container has been

in the custody of his church for hundreds of years.

Paulous said he would make the full announcement this Friday, June 26, 2 PM local time (3 PM Israel

time, 8 AM New York time) at a press conference in Rome.

The claim that the Biblical Holy Ark has been kept at the Church, in the city of Axum, is an old one, but this

is the first time that the Church plans to actually reveal the actual container, or news of it. It is not known

whether the Church claims that the actual Tablets of the Law are inside it.

Copies of the alleged Ark are kept in many other churches in Ethiopia.

The news of the impending announcement was first reported by the Italian news agency Adnkronos.

Pauolos told the news outlet, "Soon the world will be able to admire the Ark of the Covenant described in

the Bible as the container of the tablets of the law that G-d delivered to Moses, and the center of searches

and studies for centuries."

Pauolos said "The Ark of the Covenant has been in Ethiopia for many centuries. As Patriarch, | have seen

it with my own eyes, and only a few, highly-qualified persons could do the same - until now."

Back to Earth

Stuart Munro-Hay, author of “Quest for the Ark of the Covenant: The True History of the Tablets of Moses,”

concluded that the object in question is definitely not the original Holy Ark.

The building of the Ark of the Covenant — also known as the Ark of Testimony and the Ark of G-d’s

Covenant — in accordance with Divine instructions is recounted in the Book of Exodus. The Ark held the

Tablets of the Law, and traveled with the People of Israel, leading the way into the Promised Land. It was

placed first in the Tabernacle in Shilo, and centuries later in the Holy Temple built by King Solomon. Since

then, its whereabouts have been unknown, though one popular legend says it was brought to Ethiopia.

Alternatively, it could be under the Temple Mount, in a cave at Mt. Nevo in Jordan, in the Vatican, a

hideaway in Utah, or elsewhere.

18. Melachim 1:10:1

1T he ‘queen of Sheba heard of Solomon’s fame, that it was for the: Namie of . ; .
THASHEW * and she came: tcrtesthlin with riddles. 2 She airived in Jenisalem v DW .T'IN nme NJW n:‘vm “173 '7W ']'773'1 L’x IR

with a very large entouwrage, wzth camels bearing very. Iarge amounts of spices.and
gold, and preczous stonies. She came before Solomon, and she spoke to Ium about
all that was in her heart. 3 Solormon: told-her fthe soltions: “to] &l Her quiestions;
there'was not-a thing hidden from the kmg that he couldmot tell her. 4 The queen
of Sheba séw all the wisdom of Solomon: the palace that he had erected; 5 the
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19. Smithsonian
Magazine

December, 2007

Keepers of the Lost Ark?

Christians in Ethiopia have long claimed to have the ark of the
covenant. Our reporter investigated

By Paul Raffaele
Smithsonian Magazine | Subscribe
December 2007

"They shall make an ark of acacia wood," God commanded Moses in the Book of Exodus, after
delivering the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. And so the Israelites built an ark, or chest, gilding it
inside and out. And into this chest Moses placed stone tablets inscribed with the Ten Commandments,
as given to him on Mount Sinai.

Thus the ark “was worshipped by the Israelites as the embodiment of God Himself,” writes Graham
Hancock in The Sign and the Seal. "Biblical and other archaic sources speak of the Ark blazing with
fire and light...stopping rivers, blasting whole armies." (Steven Spielberg's 1981 film Raiders of the
Lost Ark provides a special-effects approximation.) According to the First Book of Kings, King
Solomon built the First Temple in Jerusalem to house the ark. It was venerated there during Solomon's
reign (c. 970-930 B.C.) and beyond.

Then it vanished. Much of Jewish tradition holds that it disappeared before or while the Babylonians
sacked the temple in Jerusalem in 586 B.C.

But through the centuries, Ethiopian Christians have claimed that the ark rests in a chapel in the small
town of Aksum, in their country's northern highlands. It arrived nearly 3,000 years ago, they say, and
has been guarded by a succession of virgin monks who, once anointed, are forbidden to set foot outside
the chapel grounds until they die.

One of the first things that caught my eye in Addis Ababa, the country's capital, was an enormous
concrete pillar topped by a giant red star—the sort of monument to communism still visible in
Pyongyang. The North Koreans built this one as a gift for the Derg, the Marxist regime that ruled
Ethiopia from 1974 to 1991 (the country is now governed by an elected parliament and prime minister).
In a campaign that Derg officials named the Red Terror, they slaughtered their political enemies
—estimates range from several thousand to more than a million people. The most prominent of their
victims was Emperor Haile Selassie, whose death, under circumstances that remain contested, was
announced in 1975.

He was the last emperor of Ethiopia—and, he claimed, the 225th monarch, descended from Menelik,
the ruler believed responsible for Ethiopia's possession of the ark of the covenant in the tenth century
B.C.

The story is told in the Kebra Negast (Glory of the Kings), Ethiopia's chronicle of its royal line: the
Queen of Sheba, one of its first rulers, traveled to Jerusalem to partake of King Solomon's wisdom; on
her way home, she bore Solomon's son, Menelik. Later Menelik went to visit his father, and on his
return journey was accompanied by the firstborn sons of some Israelite nobles—who, unbeknown to
Menelik, stole the ark and carried it with them to Ethiopia. When Menelik learned of the theft, he
reasoned that since the ark's frightful powers hadn't destroyed his retinue, it must be God's will that it
remain with him.

Many historians —including Richard Pankhurst, a British-born scholar who has lived in Ethiopia for
almost 50 years—date the Kebra Negast manuscript to the 14th century A.D. It was written, they say, to
validate the claim by Menelik's descendants that their right to rule was God-given, based on an
unbroken succession from Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. But the Ethiopian faithful say the
chronicles were copied from a fourth-century Coptic manuscript that was, in turn, based on a far earlier
account. This lineage remained so important to them that it was written into Selassie's two imperial
constitutions, in 1931 and 1955.
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Thursday, Feb. 21, 2008

I IM A Lead on the Ark of the Covenant

When last we saw the lost Ark of the Covenant in action, it had been dug up by Indiana Jones in Egypt and

ark-napped by Nazis, whom the Ark proceeded to incinerate amidst a tempest of terrifying apparitions. But

according to Tudor Parfitt, a real-life scholar-adventurer, Raiders of the Lost Ark had it wrong, and the Ark

20. Time
is actually nowhere near Egypt. In fact, Parfitt claims he has traced it (or a replacement container for the

original Ark), to a dusty bottom shelf in a museum in Harare, Zimbabwe.

As Indiana Jones's creators understood, the Ark is one of the Bible's holiest objects, and also one of its most
maddening McGuffins. A wooden box, roughly 4 ft. x 2 ft. x 2.5 ft., perhaps gold-plated and carried on poles
inserted into rings, it appears in the Good Book variously as the container for the Ten Commandments
(Exodus 25:16: "and thou shalt put into the ark the testimony which I shall give thee"); the very locus of
God's earthly presence; and as a divine flamethrower that burns obstacles and also crisps some careless
Israelites. It is too holy to be placed on the ground or touched by any but the elect. It circles Jericho behind
the trumpets to bring the walls tumbling down. The Bible last places the Ark in Solomon's temple, which
Babylonians destroyed in 586 BC. Scholars debate its current locale (if any): under the Sphinx? Beneath
Jerusalem's Temple Mount (or, to Muslims, the Noble Sanctuary)? In France? Near London's Temple tube

station?

Parfitt, 63, is a professor at the University of London's prestigious School of Oriental and African Studies.
His new book, The Lost Ark of the Covenant: Solving the 2,500 Year Mystery of the Fabled Biblical Ark
(HarperOne) along with a History Channel special scheduled for March 2 would appear to risk a fine
academic reputation on what might be called a shaggy Ark story. But the professor has been right before,
and his Ark fixation stems from his greatest coup. In the 1980s Parfitt lived with a Southern African clan
called the Lemba, who claimed to be a lost tribe of Israel. Colleagues laughed at him for backing the claim;

in 1999, a genetic marker specific to descendents of Judaism's Temple priests (cohens) was found to appear

as frequently among the Lemba's priestly cast as in Jews named Cohen. The Lemba — and Parfitt — made

global news.

Parfitt started wondering about another aspect of the Lemba's now-credible oral history: a drumlike object
called the ngoma lungundu. The ngoma, according to the Lemba, was near-divine, used to store ritual
objects, and borne on poles inserted into rings. It was too holy to touch the ground or to be touched by
non-priests, and it emitted a "Fire of God" that killed enemies and, occasionally, Lemba. A Lemba elder told
Parfitt, "[It] came from the temple in Jerusalem. We carried it down here through Africa."

So, had he found the Ark? Yes and no, he concluded. A splinter has carbon-dated the drum to 1350 AD —
ancient for an African wood artifact, but 2,500 years after Moses. Undaunted, Parfitt asserts that "this is the
Ark referred to in Lemba tradition" — Lemba legend has it that the original ngoma destroyed itself some
400 years ago and had to be rebuilt on its own "ruins" — "constructed by priests to replace the previous Ark.
There can be little doubt that what I found is the last thing on earth in direct descent from the Ark of

Moses."

Well, perhaps a little doubt. "It seems highly unlikely to me," says Shimon Gibson, a noted biblical
archaeologist to whom Parfitt has described his project. "You have to make tremendous leaps." Those who
hope to find the original biblical item, moreover, will likely reject Parfitt's claim that the best we can do is an
understudy. Animating all searches for the Ark is the hope — and fear — that it will retain the unbridled
divine power the Old Testament describes. What would such a wonder look like in our postmodern world?
What might it do? Parfitt's passionately crafted new theory, like his first, could eventually be proven right.
But if so, unlike the fiction in the movies, it would deny us an explosive resolution.

Boca Raton Synagogue - Page #8




Where are the Luchos Hidden Today? — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

21. Hill of Tara
Wikipedia

During the turn of the 20th century British Israelites
carried out some excavations of the Hill of Tara in
Ireland looking for the Ark of the Covenant—the
Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland campaigned
successfully to have them stopped before they

destroyed the hill.

Tara and the Ark of the Covenant

Mairéad Carew

22. Yuma 53b

Misfmaﬁ The previous Mishnah made reference to the Ark in regard to the Kohen Gadol’s service. The
following Mishnah notes how the service was performed when the Ark was no longer there:

1175 e — After the Ark was taken away,™  IIWKT D) Niv DY %7 135 — a stone was there from the

days of the early prophets,”” nx1p1 iy rmnwy — and it was called “Shessiyah” (foundation).?® a iz}

nivayy why yues — It was three fingerbreadths higher than the ground, pnma 1oy — and upon it [the

Kohen Gadol] would place the shovel full of burning coals.™

Gemara The Gemara examines the first phrase of our
Mishnah: ' o

nnp XY mawn — The Mishnah does not teach, “After [the Ark]

was hidden,” Svwygn Xox — but rather, “AFTER [THE ARK] WAS
TAKEN AWAY."9 5235 nba 1My moi7 103 pn — We have
learned in our Mishnah a confirmation of the view that the
Ark went into exile in Babylonia, xun7 — for [the following
dispute] has been taught in a Baraisa: K MYy 21 - R
ELIEZER SAYS: Y339 n% 1178 — THE ARK WENT INTO EXILE IN
BABYLONIA, "1aRIW — ASITSAYS: afmnnbw mywn nawn),
 mrerg nman thaoy P33 MK IYRYTINRY — AT THE TURN OF
THE YEAR, KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR SENT AND HAD HIM [King
Yehoyachin] BROUGHT TO BABYLONIA, TOGETHER WITH THE PRE-
CIOUS ARTICLES OF THE TEMPLE OF HASHEM.®) Y3 yivne 21
7piK NP — R’ SHIMON BEN YOCHAI SAYS:  aaw Y33 n3 yiag
— THE ARK WENT INTO EXILE IN BABYLONIA, AS IT SAYS:®? Behold
the days are coming when everything in your house, and whatever
your forefathers have accumulated until this day, will be carried
off to Babylonia.  * 1t " 13T ANKY,, — NOT A THING WILL BE
LEFT, SAID HASHEM, 2% N11371 Ny X — THESE ARE THE
Tablets containing the TEN COMMANDMENTS WITHIN [THE ARK].*

MR (LY 13) TTTIM 137 — R’ YEHUDAH BEN LAKISH SAYS: 11§
‘1)_9)53({! i) 1n1p>9; — THE ARK WAS HIDDEN IN ITS PLACE, AS IT
SAYS:  myImm IR XYY M3 ue-hY wipnie DR WNT X,

"y oy 1y oy v — They extended the poles SO THAT THE TIPS
OF THE POLES WERE NOTICEABLE UPON THE FACE OF THE INNER
SANCTUM FROM THE SANCTUARY, YET THEY WERE NOT SHOWING ON
THE OUTSIDE; AND THEY REMAINED THERE TO THIS VERY DAY.!"™

In any case, our Mishnah, which states that the Ark was “taken
away” not “hidden,” reflects.the opinion of R’ Eliezer and R’
Shimon bar Yochai.

The Gemara notes that the preceding Baraisa runs counter to
an Amoraic tradition:
Now xpbm — And [this Baraisa] disputes the tradition of Ulla
regarding R’ Shimon’s view.™ xpw =ax7 — For Ulla said:
TATYZ NI 2 TIVY Y3 N UM 13 X '3 Sxw — R’ Masya ben
Charash asked R’ Shimon ben Yochai in Rome:*® 4y '
Gaab by TN W MIwRY BYB wen K ' — Inasmuch
as R’ Eliezer has taught us once and twice®™ that the Ark went
into exile in Babylonia —
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The Gemara presents another view as to the disposition of the
Ark:
1273 37 mi — Rav Nachman said:  xyn — A Baraisa taught:
DN DA — AND THE SAGES SAY:  MiJ Dvyyit 771 nowba 1
™ — THE ARK WAS HIDDEN IN THE CHAMBER OF THE WOOD.!!

A Baraisa offers additional details:
by 11 197 X3 — A Baraisa was taught in the academy of

The Gemara corroborates this view: R’ Yishmael: oy yynonm w3 pom vhys myna wy — THERE
PI¥Y 72 1 31 oK — R’ Nachman bar Yitzchak said: 1 i WERE TWO KOHANIM WITH DISQUALIFYING BLEMISHES WHO WERE
R0 m) — We have also learned this view in a Mishnah:!® REMOVING THE WORMY PIECES FROM THE WOOD that would be
POYRR MITY TN 1703 iy — THERE WAS once AN INCIDENT WITH used on the Altar. oW o) o MK SY avTR Nunwy — AND
A CERTAIN KOHEN WHO WAS BUSYING HIMSELF™ in the Chamber THE HATCHET BELONGING TO ONE OF THEM SLIPPED AND FELL
of the Wood,"  mntnamp ity Ny XYY — AND HE NOTICED THERE, 1n%2X1 UK 7DY¥N — AND A FIRE EMERGED AND CON-
THAT one of the stones of THE FLOOR WAS DIFFERENT FROM ITS SUMED IT.%!

COUNTERPARTS.™ 7 nx y™im N3 — SO HE CAME TO
INFORM HIS COLLEAGUE,™  nnym 7y 1370 Ny 1imyb prapn k)
iINYY) — BUT HE DID NOT MANAGE TO CONCLUDE THE MATTER
BEFORE HIS SOUL DEPARTED him.™  nyy Y awy mrma wyy —
THEY THUS KNEW WITH CERTAINTY THAT IT WAS THERE THE ARK
WAS HIDDEN,®! ,

The Mishnah cited from Shekalim states that the Kohen had
been occupying himself with something, The Gemara asks:
T3y 7 '%e — What was he doing?

The Gemara answers:
1250 127 oK — R’ Chelbo said: 192 poyon — He R . ‘
was busying himself with his hatchet, .. he was playing with By The Chamber of Wood
it ona2 F - '

23. Ha'aretz

HAARETZ.com
Raiders of the Lost Ark

The firemen manning the two fire trucks dispatched to the Western Wall on July 28, 1981 were still wondering what they were
supposed to do there when they were suddenly told to return to the station.

By Nadav Shragai | Apr. 25, 2003 | 12:00 AM

The firemen manning the two fire trucks dispatched to the Western Wall on July 28, 1981 were still wondering what they were supposed to do
there when they were suddenly told to return to the station. Yehuda Meir Getz, the rabbi of the Western Wall, had ordered the fire trucks and was
also the one that hastily canceled the order after he discovered that all the firemen on the way to the Western Wall were Arabs. He feared that his
plans - to dig under the foundations of the Dome of the Rock in order to find the site of the Holy of Holies, and the place where the Temple
artifacts had been concealed - would be discovered too soon.

The firemen had been assigned a secondary role in the project: to pump out hundreds of cubic meters of muddy water from the huge tunnel,
chiseled eastward. Getz, along with workers from the Religious Affairs Ministry, had cleared the opening secretly during work aimed at
uncovering the full length of the Western Wall.

Rabbi Getz managed to keep the secret for only a few weeks. A violent confrontation broke out in the tunnel, which according to the Western Wall
rabbi's calculations, led to Ein Itam: the spring through which impure priests went to immerse themselves on their way from Beit Hamoked on
the Temple Mount outside the walls. The Muslims discovered the breach and dozens of them slid down through openings in the Temple Mount
area to the tunnel located near the Western Wall plaza. Getz and the yeshiva students who were alerted to the site rushed to block the way of
members of the Waqf (Muslim trust) with their bodies. At the end of a turbulent day, with the Temple Mount at the epicenter of international
attention, then prime minister Menachem Begin, minister of police Yosef Burg and police commissioner Shlomo Ivstan ordered that the opening
that had been made in the wall on the eastern side be resealed.

\ That was the only time since 1967 that governmental officials had tried to tunnel eastward underneath the Temple Mount. At the time, it was
officially announced that the huge tunnel under the structure of the Dome of the Rock had been discovered by chance during preparation of a
niche for a holy ark at the Western Wall. Only years later did two members of the committee appointed by the government to investigate the
affair disclose that the story about the niche for a holy ark was merely a cover-up for the real story.

Archaeologist Meir Ben Dov and the coordinator of the ministerial committee for Jerusalem affairs, Ephraim Shilo, discovered that the tunnel
had been opened deliberately, but in order to prevent public relations damage to the state, this essential finding was left out of the final
conclusions of the report they authored. Years later, Rabbi Getz explained that he had been motivated by an intense desire to find the lost Temple
artifacts, first and foremost the Ark of the Covenant.
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Warning from the Rebbe

A new book about Rabbi Getz makes new revelations about the affair. The author, Hila Volberstein, reveals that he was not alone in his plan to
tunnel from the Western Wall eastward under the Temple Mount. He had a partner - Rafi Eitan, advisor on terrorism and security to three prime
ministers (Menachem Begin, Yitzhak Shamir and Shimon Peres), who later gained fame as the man who recruited and handled Jonathan Pollard.

The book about Getz, who was involved extensively in kabbala and for whom the Western Wall tunnels were a second home, is being published
almost eight years after his death. In the volume, which was commissioned by the family, Getz is described as he was: an enterprising man of
many talents, a philanthropist (who gave charity in secret), a man with a spiritual approach to life, an army officer and a mystic both in action
and dress - with a black robe and white headdress, a prayer book and Bible in his pocket and pistol on his hip. He was among the first to settle in
the renewed Jewish Quarter after the Six-Day War. Of his 11 children, most live in Judea and Samaria. One son, Yair, was killed in Samaria in the
mid-1980s when the car he was driving was hit by a truck driven by an Arab. Getz was convinced that he had been murdered for nationalistic
reasons. Another son, Avner, was killed in the battle for the Old City in the Six-Day War.

Volberstein reveals extensive excerpts from Getz's diaries, just a small proportion of which had been made public before. She presents numerous
testimonies, such as that of Naftali Kidron, formerly an engineer in the Religious Affairs Ministry, according to which the source of the rabbi's
almost total devotion to the project to uncover the Western Wall was his intense desire to find the Temple artifacts.

Getz, who served for many years as rabbi of the Western Wall on behalf of the Religious Affairs Ministry, clung ardently to his plans to find the
Temple artifacts, refusing to relinquish his program even after the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, advised him to
stop. The Lubavitcher Rebbe warned Getz that anyone who found the Temple artifacts was placing his life in danger, although he did make it
clear that finding the artifacts used in the Temple would bring Jewish redemption closer. Rabbi Getz, writes Volberstein, "decided to be the
atonement for the Jewish people, to search for the Temple artifacts and to do whatever he could to speed up the redemption. However, he was
waiting for the right moment to open the tunnels in the easterly direction."”

Eitan's testimony

One of the most fascinating testimonies in the book is that of Eitan. "As the excavation of the tunnels progressed," says Eitan, "I met with Rabbi
Getz almost daily. Together with him, I studied the structure of the Holy Temple and its dimensions. We drew conclusions as to the location of
the Holy Temple and the Holy of Holies. When we arrived at the spot that according to our studies was supposed to be the gate through which the
priests set out in order to immerse themselves, we assumed that if we made an opening in the wall to the east, we could move forward and
eventually reach the Holy of Holies. But we waited for the right time to make the opening. We told no one about it because we preferred to keep
the secret to ourselves, so that if - heaven forfend - it were discovered, the responsibility would not fall on the government or its leaders. That is
why Begin, who knew about the excavations along the Western Wall, did not know about our plans to make the opening to the east."

Eitan reveals that the opening was planned at first for the floor under the level where the excavation to uncover the Western Wall was being
carried out at the time, "and in this way, it was not supposed to be discovered at all. We planned to go in, see the tunnels and move ahead in the
direction in which we estimated that the foundations of the Holy of Holies would be found. We were of the view that without heavy tools, using a
delicate chisel, we could chip away at the soft limestone walls. We thought that in that way, we could advance quietly and secretly to discover the
hiding place where the priests had concealed the Temple artifacts and arrive at the spot just under the Holy of Holies, the place where the Ark of
the Covenant was hidden."

Eitan was not the only one privy to Getz's secret. A number of Religious Affairs Ministry officials and students of the rabbi were also aware of his
plan. He consulted with Avraham Hanan, described in the book as a man "with supernatural powers" of insight. Many years ago, before the

archaeologists had drawn their maps, Hanan marked on a map the route of a tunnel from the direction of the southern wall area, northwest to
Solomon's Stables inside the Temple Mount. The excavators indeed discovered a tunnel along the route that Hanan had marked, but refrained
from entering the Temple Mount. When Getz began to serve as rabbi of the Western Wall and the project reached a more advanced stage, Hanan
designated the spot where in his view the Temple artifacts were buried. Getz was convinced that the Ark of the Covenant was buried in the same
spot.

Catalyst for the Messiah

The Ark of the Covenant, which has not been seen since the destruction of the First Temple, was perhaps the most important of artifacts in the
Temple, defined as the principal seat of the divine spirit. Some believe that it is still hidden in the tunnels excavated by King Solomon under the
Holy of Holies. The tractate Shekalim of the Mishna states: "There once was a priest (in the time of the Second Temple) who while working in the
Temple noticed that the part of the floor was different from other parts (and realized that at that spot there must be an entrance to a subterranean
passage). He told another priest, but barely had he finished speaking before his soul expired, and it was clearly known that that was where the
Ark was hidden."

Jewish sources say that the Ark will be discovered a short time before the coming of the Messiah. Nachmanides wrote that the Ark would be
discovered "during the construction of the Temple or in future wars before the coming of the Messiah king." Rabbi Getz also believed that finding
the Ark and/or Temple artifacts would serve as a catalyst for the coming of the Messiah. At first, he sought only to find the place at which the altar
had stood, thousands of years ago.

The rabbi had two signs for the location of the site of the altar. The first was that the altar had been placed on level ground. However, the Temple
Mount is made up of numerous tunnels, one atop another. If level ground, different from the rest of the surrounding ground, could be found, it
would serve as proof of the site of the altar. The second sign was that under the place of the altar, where the sacrifices were brought in the time of
the Temple, the floor was made of a mixture of zinc and plaster.

"If even a speck of zinc is found," stated the rabbi, "we will know where the altar stood and that will advance us considerably."

In July of 1981, that small niche for a Holy Ark was carved into the wall in the extension of the Western Wall, opposite the spot where Rabbi Getz
believed the Holy of Holies was located. Immediately after the excavations began, an opening was created and the huge eastward tunnel carved
into the rock under the Temple Mount was discovered. Its dimensions were impressive - 28 meters long and six meters wide. The floor of the
tunnel was covered with a great deal of water and mud. "I immediately approached the place and I was seized by an enormous excitement. For a
long time I sat, unable to move, with burning tears pouring down my cheeks. I finally gathered up strength and entered. I sat on the steps and
said Tikkun Hatzot [midnight prayers] as is our custom."

The first people brought in on the secret were the then director-general of the Religious Affairs Ministry, Gedalia Schreiber, and the two chief
rabbis, Shlomo Goren and Ovadia Yosef. Goren was excited by the discovery as was Getz. He viewed the huge tunnels as a primary means to
locate the precise location of the Holy of Holies, the area of the Holy Temple to which all but the High Priest on the Day of Atonement were
forbidden entry, on pain of death.

Agreement on the matter would decide once and for all in the dispute among the rabbinical authorities concerning this major issue. It would also
make it possible to define for the general public the boundaries of the area where one could be permitted to enter the Temple Mount, thus
abolishing the sweeping prohibition imposed by most authorities on halakha (Jewish religious law) on Jews entering any part of the Temple
Mount. Relaxing the prohibition might create yet another and perhaps even more complex problem in the relations between religion and state:
All Israeli governments have prohibited Jews from praying on the Temple Mount (as opposed to visiting it). Relaxing the halakhic prohibition on
entry to the Temple Mount would considerably widen the circle of those seeking to pray there.
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Mortal danger

The floor of the tunnel was covered with mud and water, which were removed by hand. The circle of those privy to the secret grew. Among them
was Israel Radio reporter Moti Eden who, says Volberstein, participated in the work of uncovering the tunnel. "At night, after my work at the
radio station, I came to the tunnel and using hoes and wheelbarrows, helped with the difficult work of cleaning out the tunnel," recalls Eden,
today Channel One's reporter in the north.

Seven weeks after the discovery of the tunnel, news about it was broadcast on Israel Radio. Reporters from all over the world streamed to the site.
In late August, on a Friday night, Arabs brought water hoses and very powerful lighting into the tunnel through one of the openings in the floor of
the Temple Mount. Getz, who feared the entry of Arabs into the tunnel and the Western Wall plaza, ordered the opening that had been made be
boarded up. But just a few hours later, Muslims reentered the tunnel.

Getz was immediately alerted to come to the site from his home in the Jewish Quarter. His wife called students from the Ateret Cohanim yeshiva
to come and ran after him. Seeing her husband standing almost all alone facing a group of Arabs holding tools, sticks and hoes, she ran back to
the plaza where the worshipers were praying and cried, "Hurry! The rabbi is in mortal danger!"

The story ends with the political echelons ordering the opening to the tunnel sealed with reinforced concrete. Rabbi Getz wrote in his diary: "I will
now retire from the project with a bitter taste in my mouth. I have never felt the humiliation of Judaism that I felt today in our own sovereign
country. I pray that this is the end of the exile ... The media is going wild and self-hatred is rife. However, I must refrain from revealing secrets
even to this diary and therefore I will not react or respond to those that condemn us."

On the evening of September 3, 1981, Getz added in his diary, "I felt during the Tikkun Hatzot prayers closer to the prayers of my forefathers
when they saw the flames arising from the house of our Lord at the time of its destruction with their own eyes. The sound of the blows, of the
Arabs inside the tunnel. Their every shout pierces my wounded heart. With all intensity, the cry left my mouth, *Gentiles have entered your
sanctuary, defiled your Holy Temple, but I must remain strong and must not break down, for I must continue even if I am all alone."

In September 1995, three days after completing the construction of the Beit El yeshiva for the study of kabbala, Rabbi Getz passed away. In the
Western Wall tunnels, there remains to this day the synagogue that he built, just opposite the spot where the Holy of Holies is assumed to be.
Torah classes and prayers are still held there.

Getz was a personal friend of numerous public figures, among them Brigadier General (res.) Yossi Ben Hanan and Ma'aleh Adumim Mayor Benny
Kashriel. He was careful not to go up on the Temple Mount, but his formal title, "rabbi of the Western Wall and the Temple Mount," testified to
his heart's burning quest.

24. Rambam
Hilchos Beis Ha'Bechira wanpee
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Halacha 1

The Ark was placed on a stonel in the western portion of the Holy of Holies.2 The vial of
manna3 and Aharon's staff4 were placed before it.

When Solomon built the Temple, he was aware that it would ultimately be destroyed.
[Therefore,]5 he constructed a chamber, in which the ark could be entombed below [the
Temple building] in deep, maze-like vaults.

King Josiah6 commanded that [the Ark] be entombed in the chamber built by Solomon, as
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it is said (II Chronicles 35:3): "And he said to the Levites who would teach wisdom to all WY DMWY DYMN AN, u nvas I RS BN 5,
of Israel: 'Place the Holy Ark in the chamber built by Solomon, the son of David, King of 1\:\2}5 w RO* o man
Israel. You will no [longer] carry it on your shoulders. Now, serve the Lord, your God."7 TIRY e }"7RWJ w8 S ‘ara! e
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When it was entombed, Aharon's staff, the vial of manna, and the oil used for anointing
were entombed with it. All these [sacred articles] did not return in the Second Temple.

Similarly, the Urim V'Tumim that existed in the Second Temple did not answer with Ruach
HaKodesh (Divine inspiration)8 and questions were not asked of them, as stated [in Ezra
2:63]: "until a priest will arise with the Urim V'Tumim."9 [In the Second Temple,] they
only made them to fulfill the requirement of eight garments for the High Priest.10 Thus,

25. Rav Herschel
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