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PARASHAS SHELACH

ASHEM spoke to Moses. saying, ? “Send forth men, if you please, and let
them spy out the Land of Canaan that | give to the Children of Israel; ong
man each from his father’s tribe shall you send, every one a leader among-
them." > Moses sent them forth from the Wilderness of Paran at HASHEM'S .
command; they were all distinguished men; heads of the Children of Israel werg !
hcg

of Ephraim, Hoshea son of Nun. ? For the tribe of Benjamin, Palti son of RaphiL- :

1 For the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel son of Sodi. ' For the tribe of Joseph for the* -
tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi son of Susi. 2 For the tribe of Dan, Ammiel son (_}f i
Gemalli. '3 For the tribe of Asher, Sethur son of Michael. ' For the tribe oft N
Naphtall Nahbi son of Vophsi. ' For the tribe of Gad, Geuel son of Machi

& These are the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the Land.
Moses called Hoshea son of Nun “Joshua.”™

1" Moses sent them to spy out the Land of Canaan, and he said lo them,:

"Ascend here in the south and climb the mountain. ' See the Land — how isif?

the cities in which it dwells — are they open or are they fortified? 2® And how_§
the land — is it fertile or is it lean? are there trees in it or not? You shallstrength‘qz
yourselves and take from the fruit of the Land. " The days were the season of‘thwe
first fipe grapes. S
<y worended and spied out the Land, from the Wildemess of Zin to the
expanse at the approach to Hamath. 2 They ascended in the south and he
armved at Hebron, * where there were Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the off-
spring of the giant. Hebron had been built seven years before Zoan of Egypt.
# They arrived at the Valley of Eshcol and cut from there a vine with one cluster
of grapes, and bore it on a double pole, and of the pomegranates and of the figs.
2 They named that place the Valley of Eshcol because of the cluster that the
Children of Israel cut from there.
# They returned from spying out the Land at the end of forty days. 2 They

went and came to Moses and to Aaron and lo the entire assembly of the -

Children of Israel, to the Wilderness of Paran at Kadesh, and brought back the
report to them and the entire assemnbly, and they showed them the fruit of the
Land. -

¥ They reported* to him and said, “We arrived at the Land to which you sent
us, and indeed it flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. % But — the
people that dwells in the Land is powerful, the cities are fortified and very great,
and we also saw there the offspring of the giant. 2* Amalek dwells in the area of
the south; the Hitlite. the Jebusite, and the Emorite dwell on the mountain; and
the Canaanite dwells by the Sea and on the bank of the Jordan."

* Caleb silenced the people toward Moses and said, “We shall surely ascend
and conquer it. for we can surely do it!”

' But the men who had ascended with him said, "We cannot ascend to that
people for it is too strong for us!" 32 They brought forth o the Children of Israel
an euil report on the Land that they had spied out, saying, "“The Land through
which we have passed, to spy it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants! All
the people that we saw in it were huge! ** There we saw the Nephilim, the sons
of the giant from among the Nephilim; we were like grasshoppers in our eyes,
and so we were in their eyes!”

he entire assembly raised up and issued ils voice; the people wept that
aight.* 2 All the Children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron,
and the entire assembly said to them, "If only we had died in the land of Egypt,
or if only we had died in this Wilderness! > Why is HASHEM bringing us to this
Land to die by the sword? Our wives and young children will be taken captlue’
Is it not better for us to return to Egypt?”
“So they said lo one another, “Let us appoint a leader and let us retumn to
Egypt!”
* Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before the entire congregation of the
assembly of the Children of Israel.
¢ Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, of the spies of the Land,
lore their garments.* 7 They spoke to Lhe entire assernbly of the Children of
israel, saying, “The Land that we passed through, to spy it out — the Land is
very, very good! ® If HASHEM desires us, He will bring us to this Land and give
it to us, a Land thal flows with milk and honey. ®But do not rebel against
Hasrer! You should not fear the people of the Land, for they are our bread.
Their protection has departed from them; HASHEM is with us. Do not fear them!"
'® But the entire assembly said to pelt them with stones — and the glory of

< These are their names: For the tribe of Reuben, Shammua son of Zaccu. s
® For the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat son of Hori. & For the tribe of Judah, Caleb .
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son of Jephunneh. 7 For the tribe of Issachar, Yigal son of Joseph. 8 For the tribe , e
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D D'w)K D93 — THEY WERE ALL [DISTINGUISHED] MEN.  K1pnaw "mwiK,, Y3 — Every instance of the
word o'w3K in Scripture  mawin nw' — is an expression of importance.! i Dw3 nYw anxy
— Although the spies would later sin, at that time, i.e., when they were sent, they were honorable.
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26. 127 135" — THEY WENT AND CAME. 139171 — What is the reason that “they went” is stated?®
1nxnY% 1N wipny — To compare their going with their coming; ny~ nyya jnia o — just as
their coming was with an evil scheme, nfx — so, too, 71y nyya 1n2"9n — their going was with
an evil scheme, i.e., they had bad intentions from the start of their mission.”
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