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	   I. Introduction 
a. Biographical information about the Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson 
b. Born April 18,1902 and died 3 Tammuz, June 12, 1994 
c. It is 20 years since he is gone.  He is absent and still somehow so present. 

 
II. Believing in Mashiach is not unique to Chabad 

a. In every generation there is someone who could be Mashiach 
i. Chassam Sofer 6:98 

ii. Bartenura on Russ p479 
iii. Chafetz Chaim 

 
III. Chabad Emphasis on Mashiach 

a. Alter Rebbe called for personal redemption  
b. Rashab (R’ Shalom Dov Ber) – began to invoke strong Messianic rhetoric in beginning of 

20th century.  (see Miller book) 
c. Rayatz  (R’ Yosef Yitzchak) - l’alter l’teshuva, l’alter l’geulah! 
d. Rebbe obsessed with Mashiach since a child.  

i. Letter to President of Israel 
ii. Inaugural speech – Ma’amar Basi L’gani (1951) 

iii. Chaim Miller book – We Want Mashiach Now! 
e. Admiration for the Rebbe talking about Mashiach 

i. Rav - In a speech in 1942, the Rav praised the efforts of the Chabad Lubavitch 
campaign to raise awareness to the coming of the Mashiach.  
 

IV. Was the Rebbe Mashiach? 
a. Review of how Mashiach comes 

i. War of gog and magog (Yechezkel 38-39) 
ii. Then Mashiach ben Yosef will come from Galil, will lead military and be killed in 

battle and then Mashiach. 
iii. Rambam melachim 11:4 – b’chezkas Mashiach: compel all of Israel to walk in the 

way of Torah, repair breaches in observance and fights the wars of Hashem. 
1. Rebbe himself wrote (Likutei Sichos vol 16, 304-305 n.49) fights wars of 

Hashem means literally wars including destroying Amalek. 
iv. Mashiach vadai – build the Beis Ha’Mikdash, gather in the exile.   

b. Yechi/Meshichist community 
i. Feel the Rebbe already revealed himself as Mashiach 

ii. Meshichists believe the Rebbe built a holy place at 770 and he gathered exiles by 
orchestrating immigration from Russia to Israel 

1. See Kuntras Mikdash Me’at 
c. Evidence that he wasn’t revealed Mashiach 

i. If the rebbe was Mashiach, who was Mashiach ben Yosef?  
ii. Iggeres Teiman – Mashiach will be anonymous figure 

iii. Melachim 11:4 – if he does not succeed in these or was killed he is definitely not 
Mashiach. 

iv. R’ Pinchas HaLevi Horowitz (Sefer Ha’Bris 521) if he does not finish the job but 
dies or is broken or captured he is not Mashiach. 
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v. Eruvin 43b – Eliyahu will come one day before Mashiach to announce his coming. 

d. Did the Rebbe think he was Mashiach? 
i. Yes 

1. David Berger attempts to bring evidence that the Rebbe considered himself 
Mashiach 

2. Mamesh & Miyad  – initials for Menachem Mendel Schneerson 
ii. No 

1. Telushkin book brings evidence that the Rebbe rejected that notion. 
2. Chaim Miller quotes the Rebbe as saying that these ideas drive people away 

from Chassidus and from those things necessary to bring Mashiach 
e. Reaction to Meshichists 

i. Mainstream Chabad Rejects Messianism 
1. Kol Koreh 
2. NY Times (Telushkin 391) 

ii. Halacha of Meshichists 
1. Rav Aharon Soloveitchik 
2. Rav Aharon Feldman 
3. Rav Zev Leff 
4. Rav Schachter – have din of a shoteh 

 
V. If he wasn’t Mashiach while alive, can the Rebbe come back and be Mashiach?  

a. Can Mashiach come from the dead?   
i. Sources indicate yes 

1. Sanhedrin 98b and see Rashi there 
2. Abarbanel – yeshuos malko  
3. Yerushalmi Berachos 2:4 – Dovid could be Mashiach 
4. Sdei Chemed vo 1, P’as Hasadeh Kelalim 70) 
5. Zohar shemos 54a – could be Moshe 

ii. Alternative understanding  
1. See Ohr Ha’Chaim bereishis 49:11 – Dovid and Moshe not meant literally 

but symbolically 
2. Arizal – Dovid or Moshe in reincarnation    

 
VI. Conclusion  

a. Clearly, being a Meshichist is out of bounds and incompatible with Torah Judaism. 
b. What about believing that the Rebbe can be Mashiach in the future? 

i. Rabbi Immanuel Schochet – are you prepared to swear 
ii. The Rebbe himself said not to focus on it and only to focus on doing what is 

necessary to bring Mashiach 
iii. Rav Aharon Lichtenstein’s hesped for Rebbe points out Rebbe is only gadol even 

considered telling us something about his remarkable life 
iv. Mashiach is only a small part of the Rebbe’s legacy.  We should focus on his 

transformational leadership and incredible contributions to the Jewish people and 
world at large.  Better to spend our efforts following his ways rather than debating 
his status. 
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By Chabad.org Staff

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel

Schneerson, of righteous memory (1902-1994), the seventh

leader in the Chabad-Lubavitch dynasty, is considered to have been the most phenomenal Jewish

personality of modern times. To hundreds of thousands of followers and millions of sympathizers and

admirers around the world, he was -- and still is, despite his passing -- "the Rebbe," undoubtedly, the one

individual more than any other singularly responsible for stirring the conscience and spiritual awakening of

world Jewry.

The Rebbe was born in 1902, on the 11th day of Nissan, in Nikolaev, Russia, to the renowned kabbalist,

talmudic scholar and leader Rabbi Levi Yitzchak and Rebbetzin Chana Schneerson. Rebbetzin Chana

(1880-1964) was known for her erudition, kindness and extraordinary accessibility. Her courage and

ingenuity became legend when during her husband's exile by the Soviets to a remote village in Asian

Russia she labored to make inks from herbs she gathered in the fields -- so that Rabbi Levi Yitzchak

could continue writing his commentary on kabbalah and other Torah-subjects. The Rebbe was named

after his great-grandfather, the third Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Lubavitch, with whom he later

shared many characteristics.

To Save a Life: There is a story told about the Rebbe's early life that seems to be almost symbolic of

everything that was to follow. When he was nine years old, the young Menachem Mendel courageously

dove into the Black Sea and saved the life of a little boy who had rowed out to sea and lost control of his

small craft. That sense of "other lives in danger" seems to have dominated his consciousness; of Jews

drowning in assimilation, ignorance or alienation--and no one hearing their cries for help: Jews on

campus, in isolated communities, under repressive regimes. From early childhood he displayed a

prodigious mental acuity. By the time he reached his Bar Mitzvah, the Rebbe was considered an illuy, a

Torah prodigy. He spent his teen years immersed in the study of Torah.

Marriage in Warsaw: In 1929 Rabbi Menachem Mendel married the sixth Rebbe's daughter, Rebbetzin

Chaya Mushka, in Warsaw. (The Rebbetzin, born in 1901, was chosen by her father, the sixth Rebbe, to

accompany him in his forced exile to Kostroma in 1927. For sixty years she was the Rebbe's life partner;

she passed away on 22 Sh'vat in 1988.) He later studied in the University of Berlin and then at the

Sorbonne in Paris. It may have been in these years that his formidable knowledge of mathematics and the

sciences began to blossom.
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Arrival in the U.S.A.: On Monday, Sivan 28, 5701 (June 23, 1941) the Rebbe and the Rebbetzin arrived

in the United States, having been miraculously rescued, by the grace of Almighty G-d, from the European

holocaust. The Rebbe's arrival marked the launching of sweeping new efforts in bolstering and

disseminating Torah and Judaism in general, and Chassidic teachings in particular, through the

establishment of three central Lubavitch organizations under the Rebbe's leadership: Merkos L'Inyonei

Chinuch ("Central Organization For Jewish Education"), Kehot Publication Society, and Machne Israel, a

social services agency. Shortly after his arrival, per his father-in-law's urging, the Rebbe began publishing

his notations to various Chassidic and kabbalistic treatises, as well as a wide range of response on Torah

subjects. With publication of these works his genius was soon recognized by scholars throughout the

world.

Leadership: After the passing of his father-in-law, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn, in 1950, Rabbi

Menachem M. Schneerson reluctantly ascended to the leadership of the Lubavitch movement, whose

headquarters at 770 Eastern Parkway in Brooklyn, New York. Soon Lubavitch institutions and activities

took on new dimensions. The outreaching philosophy of Chabad-Lubavitch was translated into ever

greater action, as Lubavitch centers and Chabad Houses were opened in dozens of cities and university

campuses around the world.

Passing: On Monday afternoon (March 2, 1992), while praying at the gravesite of his father-in-law and

predecessor, the Rebbe suffered a stroke that paralyzed his right side and, most devastatingly, robbed

him of the ability to speak.

Two years and three months later, the Rebbe passed away in the early morning hours of the 3rd of the

Hebrew month of Tammuz, in the year 5754 from creation (June, 12 1994), orphaning a generation.

Uniqueness: With the Rebbe's teachings propelling them and his example serving as a beacon to

emulate, Lubavitch has rapidly grown to be a worldwide presence, and all its various activities are

stamped with his vision. Small wonder then, that many ask, "What is it about his leadership that was --

and, in so many ways, still is -- so unique? Why do leading personalities of the day maintain such

profound respect and admiration for him?"

Past, Present and Future: Many leaders recognize the need of the moment and respond with courage

and directions. This is their forte -- and an admirable one. Others, though their strength may not lie in

"instant response" to current problems, are blessed with the ability of perceptive foresight -- knowing what

tomorrow will bring and how to best prepare. Still other leaders excel in yet a third distinct area,

possessing a keen sense of history and tradition; their advice and leadership is molded by a great

sensitivity to the past.
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1) Rav	  Shneur	  Zalman	  of	  Liadi1	  (1746	  -‐1812)	  –	  had	  a	  lineage	  going	  back	  to	  Rashi	  and	  through	  

him	  to	  King	  David.	  The	  Alter	  Rebbe	  

2) R.	  Dovber	  (R.S.Z’s	  son)	  (1773-‐	  1827)	  –	  The	  Mittler	  Rebbe	  

3) R.	  Menachem	  Mendel	  (R.	  Dovber’s	  nephew)	  (1789-‐1866)	  –	  The	  Tzemach	  Tzedek.	  Led	  the	  

movement	  through	  a	  very	  difficult	  period.	  Intervened	  with	  the	  Czar	  on	  behalf	  of	  the	  Jews.	  

4) R.	  Shmuel	  (R.M.M.	  son)	  (1834-‐1882)	  –	  The	  Rebbe	  Maharash.	  	  

5) R.	  Sholom	  Dovber	  (R.	  Shmuel’s	  son)	  (1860-‐1920)	  –	  The	  Rebbe	  Rashab.	  	  

6) R.	  Yosef	  Yitzchok	  Schneerson	  (R.	  Sholom’s	  son)	  (1880-‐1950)	  –	  The	  Rebbe	  Rayatz.	  Built	  a	  

strong	  organizational	  structure.	  Began	  many	  educational	  and	  outreach	  projects.	  Brought	  the	  

movement	  to	  America.	  

7) R.	  Menachem	  Mendel	  Schneerson1	  (R.	  Y.Y.	  son	  in	  law)	  (1902-‐1994)	  	  

	  

2. Chabad Rebbes 
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"In	  every	  generation	  there	  is	  one	  righteous	  
man	  (tzaddik)	  who	  merits	  to	  be	  the	  
Messiah...	  and	  when	  the	  time	  comes,	  God	  
will	  reveal	  Himself	  to	  him	  and	  send	  him."	  

“our	  days	  are	  the	  days	  of	  Messiah’s	  
coming.	  Hear	  my	  brothers	  and	  friends;	  
these	  are	  the	  days	  of	  Messiah.	  It	  is	  clear	  
that	  our	  days	  are	  the	  days	  of	  Messiah’s	  
coming”	  

In	  every	  generation	  is	  born	  a	  progeny	  of	  
Judah	  fit	  to	  be	  Israel’s	  Mashiach!	  

3. Chassam Sofer 6:98 
R’ Moshe Sofer 

1762-1839 

4. R’ Ovadia Bartenura on Rus 
1445-1515 

5. Chafetz Chaim - Likuttei Michtavim 
R’ Yisroel Meir Kagan 

1838-1933 
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6. Turning 

Judaism 
Outward 

 
R’ Chaim 

M
iller 

. 
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"From	  the	  time	  that	  I	  was	  a	  child	  attending	  Cheder,	  and	  even	  before,	  the	  
vision	  of	  the	  future	  Redemption	  began	  to	  take	  form	  in	  my	  imagination	  -‐-‐	  the	  
Redemption	  of	  the	  Jewish	  people	  from	  their	  final	  Exile,	  a	  redemption	  of	  
such	  magnitude	  and	  grandeur	  through	  which	  the	  purpose	  of	  the	  suffering,	  
the	  harsh	  decrees,	  and	  annihilation	  of	  Exile	  will	  be	  understood."	  

"The	  Lubavitcher	  Rebbe	  speaks	  and	  publicizes	  about	  the	  Mashiach	  and	  a	  tumult	  
has	  erupted,	  an	  uproar	  and	  an	  outcry.	  What	  is	  wrong,	  I	  ask?	  That	  people	  who	  
are	  heretics	  decry	  him;	  I	  understand.	  That	  those	  who	  violate	  the	  Shabbat	  decry	  
him;	  I	  understand.	  But	  that	  those	  who	  study	  the	  Talumud	  and	  Chassidus	  decry	  
him;	  this	  is	  inconceivable...Are	  we	  not	  allowed	  to	  talk	  about	  the	  belief	  in	  the	  
Mashiach	  anymore?"	  

7. Letter from Rebbe 
to Israeli President 

Yitzha Ben-Zvi 

8. Ma’amar  Basi 
L’Gani (1951) 

 
Rebbe Inaugural 

10. Rabbi 
Soloveitchik 

in 1942 

9. Turning 
Judaism 
Outward 

 
R’ Chaim 

Miller 
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If a king will arise from the House of David who diligently contemplates the Torah and observes its mitzvot as prescribed by the 
Written Law and the Oral Law as David, his ancestor, will compel all of Israel to walk in (the way of the Torah) and rectify the 
breaches in its observance, and fight the wars of God, we may, with assurance, consider him Mashiach. 

If he succeeds in the above, builds the Temple in its place, and gathers the dispersed of Israel, he is definitely the Mashiach. He will 
then improve the entire world, motivating all the nations to serve God together, as Tzephaniah 3:9 states: 'I will transform the 
peoples to a purer language that they all will call upon the name of God and serve Him with one purpose.' 

If he did not succeed to this degree or was killed, he surely is not the redeemer promised by the Torah. Rather, he should be 
considered as all the other proper and complete kings of the Davidic dynasty who died. God caused him to arise only to test the 
many, as Daniel 11:35 states: 'And some of the wise men will stumble, to try them, to refine, and to clarify until the appointed time, 
because the set time is in the future.' 

Jesus of Nazareth who aspired to be the Mashiach and was executed by the court was also alluded to in Daniel's prophecies, as ibid. 
11:14 states: 'The vulgar among your people shall exalt themselves in an attempt to fulfill the vision, but they shall stumble.' 

Can there be a greater stumbling block than Christianity? All the prophets spoke of Mashiach as the redeemer of Israel and their 
savior who would gather their dispersed and strengthen their observance of the mitzvot. In contrast, Christianity caused the Jews to 
be slain by the sword, their remnants to be scattered and humbled, the Torah to be altered, and the majority of the world to err and 
serve a god other than the Lord. 

Nevertheless, the intent of the Creator of the world is not within the power of man to comprehend, for His ways are not our ways, 
nor are His thoughts, our thoughts. Ultimately, all the deeds of Jesus of Nazareth and that Ishmaelite who arose after him will only 
serve to prepare the way for Mashiach's coming and the improvement of the entire world, motivating the nations to serve God 
together as Tzephaniah 3:9 states: 'I will transform the peoples to a purer language that they all will call upon the name of God and 
serve Him with one purpose.' 

How will this come about? The entire world has already become filled with the mention of Mashiach, Torah, and mitzvot. These 
matters have been spread to the furthermost islands to many stubborn-hearted nations. They discuss these matters and the mitzvot of 
the Torah, saying: 'These mitzvot were true, but were already negated in the present age and are not applicable for all time.' 

Others say: 'Implied in the mitzvot are hidden concepts that can not be understood simply. The Mashiach has already come and 
revealed those hidden truths.' 

When the true Messianic king will arise and prove successful, his position becoming exalted and uplifted, they will all return and 
realize that their ancestors endowed them with a false heritage and their prophets and ancestors caused them to err. 

11. Rambam 
1138-1204 

Hilchos 
Melachim 11:4 
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12. Likutei Sichos 16: page 304 

Lubavitcher Rebbe 

13. Kuntrus Mikdash Me’at 
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14. Iggeres Teiman 
Rambam 

15. Sefer Ha’Bris 
R’ Pinchas Ha’Levi Horowitz 

1731-1805 

16. Eruvin 43b 
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18. Rebbe 
 

Joseph Telushkin 

17.  Dr. David Berger  
“Did the Rebbe Identify Himself as the Messiah—and What Do His Hasidim Believe Today? 

Tabletmag.com 
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19. Turning 
Judaism 
Outward 

 
R’ Chaim 

Miller 
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20. Kol Koreh 
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22. Letter of  
R’ Aharon Soloveitchik 

to the Forward 

21. NY Times Ad 
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23. Letter of  
R’ Aharon Feldman 
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24. R’ Zev Leff 

26. Rashi 

25. Sanhedrin 98b 
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27. Sdei Chemed  
R’ Chaim Hezekiah Medini 

1834-1905 
(Translation R’ Gil Student) 
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29. Pnei Moshe 
28. Yerushalmi Berachos 2:4 

30. Likuttei Sichos 2:518 
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31. Ohr Ha’Chaim 
R’ Chaim Ibn Attar 

1696-1743 
Bereishis 49:11 

32. Rabbi Jacob Immanuel Schochet 

33. R’ Aharon Lichtenstein 
1933-2015 


