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Moshiach’s Salacious and Scandalous Lineage — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

II.

I1I.

Introduction
a. There is a fundamental obligation of our faith to believe in Moshiach.
b. Who is he, what is his background?

Yichus — Lineage
a. At the end of Sefer Russ we are told of the lineage of Dovid Ha’Melech
b. Midrash Rabbah — Dovid can be found in Sedom. What does that mean?
c. Moshiach’s lineage includes scandals, affairs, incest, prostitutes, etc.
1. Yehudah and Tamar story
1. Midrash — Hashem was creating Moshiach during this episode
ii. Lot and his daughters story
1. In defense of Lot’s daughters
a. Rabbeinu Bachya
b. Rav Moshe Feinstein
2. Resulted in birth of Moav
a. Seduced Jewish people
b. May not enter the Jewish community
ii1. Dovid and Batsheva story
1. Some opposed Shlomo as successor to Dovid

Why such a scandalous lineage?

a. Tzidkas Ha’Tzadik — Example of possibility of teshuva

b. R’ Dessler — a transformative leader like Moshiach must demonstrate ability
to transform himself. He must extract all the pure souls that are submerged
among the nations of the world.

c. Sifsei Chaim — One goal fo Moshiach is to extract holy sparks from the
nations of the world

d. Shem Mi’Shmuel in name of Kotzker — Klal Yisroel are all equals so ultimate
leader must originate from outside.

e. Rabbi Soloveitchik — Ancestry gave Moshiach ingredients for leadership:
humility, courage, patience and desire to save the world.
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1. Megillas Russ, Chapter 4

12. And may your house be like the house of Perez, whom ann ,-;-!'?: TWR P8 M3 T T a
Tamar bore to Judah, with the seed that the Lord will give you

RIN IR 77 NI 1 WK YD 0 ATy
from this maiden."

NN

13. And Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife, and he was Nan nwRb 1 nm D nR wa npn a
intimate with her, and the Lord gave her conception, and she 12 7'.?131 e .-;'? ni E""Z!S
bore a son.

14. And the women said to Naomi, "Blessed is the Lord, Who i 712 0w S8 0w nnNm T

did not deprive you of a redeemer today, and may his name be inW RPN DN bs 15 rrawn b N

famous in Israel. .
N2

15. And may he be to you a restorer of life and to sustain your  qn2iy nx Yaba% way 2wnb 15 im0

old age, for your daughter-in-law, who loves you, bore him, and naib X TN m_!;?,: TN W "II.'.“?? )
she is better to you than seven sons."
{03 IV T

16. And Naomi took the child and placed him in her bosom, and AR INNWM T nR nYI NPM 10
she became his nurse. :n;z_;&'? P sam
17. And the women neighbors gave him a name, saying, "Ason 13 1'?1 qnRY oW niaown b nspm T
has been born to Naomi," and they called his name Obed-he is

"IN W IR NI T 0 NIRYpm DR,
the father of Jesse, the father of David.

T

18. And these are the generations of Perez: Perez begot qinvn NR hin PP nﬁ‘ln'n ”'??3‘, n
Hezron.

19. And Hezron begot Ram, and Ram begot Amminadab. ny Thin 07107 NR T5in ihem o

aTrnY

20. And Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Thin fiwnn rivn N8 Thin aTm, >

Salmah. P —

21. And Salmah begot Boaz, and Boaz begot Obed. NR YN e wa Ny Tin ]m'?ip] e

T

22. And Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David. TIT DR N WM W NR hin 7201 2
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§4 obINY P INY TN — ALSO LOT WHO WENT WITH ABRAM
HAD FLOCKS, CATTLE, AND TENTS.
Owning tents does not appear to be a sign of wealth. The
Midrash therefore gives a homiletical explanation:

. M Py i A2 maiv 1237 — R’ Toviyah son of R’ Yitzchak said:

2. Midrash MUYV TRYY MAKtAD N oYk W — Tents, in the plurel
Bereishis Rabbah 41:4 refers to two “tents™” Ruth the Moabitess” and Naamah the
Ammeonitess.!

") PR MY DR IHYR DK TR o AannsT — Similar to this, it i
written, The angels urged Lot on saying, “Get up, take your wife
and your two daughters who are present (lit., found), etc.” b=
low, 19:15). * obiN W MK proy? ™21 13 mate "1 — And here, too.
R’ Toviyah son of R’ Yitzchak said that the reference is to twa
tents — i.e., these illustrious descendants of Lot 1313 0N 2
T2k Py — R’ Yose son of R’ Yitzchak said:  nm nuown nw
iy mayy manien — The phrase your two daughters who ars
“found” refers to the two “finds”* — Ruth the Moabitess and
Naamah the Ammonitess,"®

PR¥ 37 My — R’ Yitzchak said: 3y vy nxyne — 1t is
written, I have found David, My servant (Psalms 89:21). 131
2P YnRyR — And where did I{God) “find” him?4” In Sodom. 8

3. Bereishis 38

13. And it was told to Tamar, saying, "Behold, your father in law 7 ninn n'_?y TR0 M0 Ry 1@;3*? ™ oa
is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep." 3Ny r:'?

14. So she took off her widow's garb, covered [her head] with a PR3 OIM U'E?L.’P ngq]);’?g "33 70m T
veil and covered her face, and she sat down at the crossroads

TIT 70 WR DY Nno3 2Wm AHunm
that were on the way to Timnah, for she saw that Shelah had

nIng N5 M 7Y YT IR 3 AN
R 1

grown up, but as for her she was not given to him for a wife.

15. When Judah saw her, he thought she was a harlot, because nnoe " ‘-‘J“L,’ n2VUnn AT IR 10
she covered her face. s

16. So he turned aside toward her to the road, and he said, Ri2R K3 127 MN8N T ‘m av'm o1 TO
"Get ready now, | will come to you," for he did not know that she AR DN K1 1'3'\‘;7:_) nyT NY 73 TON
was his daughter in law, and she said, "What will you give me

oHR ian 2% 1an
that you should come to me?"

4. Midrash

Bereishis Rabbah 85:1 DAPREI-DR CDYT 23§ %9, (NDD NI 13 WMWY
ereisnis 8 ¢

-

YD — (X 0D RT) "D 2Wn IR WR

PE3 pwy mp A ART W inPan: opiny
apm Anaynn pra poy Mg 3py) Annynm
PR P MR R avIpd PR 99 DRT Py mi

SXY 7T T RS nY2 O, fDwRn
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24. And the Lord caused to rain down upon Sodom and n™da MY S oTo S Nt A
Gomorrah brimstone and fire, from the Lord, from heaven. MW 0 Y IND WA
'-1v'— -'r‘x - -
25. And He turned over these cities and the entire plain, and all 92911 92 N HRD D™wn DR 7901 0
the inhabitants of the cities, and the vegetation of the ground. ATRA TIAYY DR YW 5D N
« IR i L A
26. And his wife looked from behind him, and she became a NP0 2RI WM TIRD YR VIM D
pillar of salt.

27. And Abraham arose early in the morning to the place where YR DipRn 5% "paa DINAR DY ™
he had stood before the Lord. I 19 N DY THY
28. And he looked over the face of Sodom and Gomorrah and 718 53 Yy M 07 18 YV qpwn nd
over the entire face of the land of the plain, and he saw, and

PRI 0P N0 NI R 1220 PR
behold, the smoke of the earth had risen like the smoke of a

qwaan R
furnace. v :
29. And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the 33 73371 ™ ni b8 nowa "M v
plain, that God remembered Abraham, and He sent Lot out of 7inn vib ny n’;w_)u DR N8 U’ﬁ"f?,}
the midst of the destruction when He overturned the cities in

which Lot had dwelt.
30. And Lot went up from Zoar, and he dwelt in the mountain, PRI PYI 03 2Wn Twivn Vi Hn

103 30 W8 DR Nt TA2 13900

and his two daughters were with him, for he was afraid to dwell NI PR3 :1?:] 71.’1'9; nz% 8T inp

in Zoar; so he dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters.

NI P
31. And the elder said to the younger, "Our father is old, and PTAMIAR ATRRD DR 177030 NP K
there is no man on earth to come upon us, as is the custom of PINA 92 TIT2 15D Nizh PING PR W)
all the earth. ’

32. Come, let us give our father wine to drink, and let us lie with inY N23WN P AvaR N8 ApWI N2 aY

him, and let us bring to life seed from our father. e

33. And they gave their father wine to drink on that night, and Nam 8N n'y»’;; I IR DR PRYM Y

the elder came and lay with her father, and he did not know of A2W3 P Nq’,! PR DR 22WM 77030
her lying down or of her rising up.
P

34. And it came to pass on the morrow, that the elder said to 58 N30 NNRM DNRn T Ty
the younger, "Behold, last night | lay with my father. Let us give ™ RW 1IN NN WON NIV 10 ITDEA
him wine to drink tonight too, and come, lie with him, and let us )

[P APIRD NN T8 7200 W 1 D3

bring to life seed from our father."
35. So they gave their father to drink on that night also, and the ™ 2R DR RIND ,-1"77':7:._1 D3 PRPYUMmM aY

younger arose and lay with him, and he did not know of her lying A20W3 YT R'71 iBY 22WMm ATPED DPM
down or of her rising up.

5. Bereishis 19

36. And Lot's two daughters conceived from their father. Jann vid NI MY MM 1Y

37. And the elder bore a son, and she named him Moab; he is  x377 aRin iNW XpA1 12 100 T9m
the father of Moab until this day. 0" TV 2RiD *28
. 1] L N -4
38. And the younger, she too bore a son, and she named him 13 inW XpR1 12 AT K10 DI TTPLRT nY

Ben-ami; he is the father of the children of Ammon until this day. 0¥ 7Y 1iRY 12 YaR RINRY
{0V TU NIRY 1A AR RIN RU
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6. Rabbeinu Bachya
1255-1340

a7 KT 03 ™ SN AR PP
7R Ay YaR RN Y3 MRW XY 0
23 3) 1971 WY N L arapn e mw
™ 1% TN AWYR IR Y0 IAPR (¢
.yna
SNIB DY NP 13 ATean 5m
/M PR YR (R ) YT W o
THUW 3T AWTDY AYUX 07T XY a8 KON
17 cpy b InRIp AYEn Yar ,maxn
PR @ nenm DY YT W ony
o2 YR ORI AW PR nopn 73pn
(b 3 D3 IOBY RI1BAT 7R 3RW INRPT
Smnnbn 03 Mnn YX1 2m nr asn by
WRY LMY NYE XA RYT XM annYn
:AwnY R YR MY @ MRPT TR
V8 ~DRY 590 703 uann Xy omsn YR~

7. Igros Moshe, v. 8
Rav Moshe Feinstein
1895-1986

awyn ) HBY P PN 2 M
nyuE YR e wmnn Py b no
N1 73 MWW LPPAR DR VanY moranm
anaz I
DWY ORI (2 K3 T TR O
129 MIRT P D 0090 2wy D onw
PR ARy ATIMBAR M RN M MR
23 mpYa R TIAKY DY B LDIRD
15 %¥ ,um pa xYa PR paxy nvn
arnb 1 13 M IwYynn ey PTEn
YR I e w9 ’Ye nan ymn
R 7T I5M AN PR PR OWRY :DRIVD2
b3 M WY ANOR A TOMW R¥DN
5y ,omw BwY A ahmow 3% ,waon
TPIARTIT DI TN PRSW 77020 ADDY 1D
by o™ brwew men van by abape
TIHYI BN ARPY VYR oM ,m 12
NYPY ,ANOW 13 QYA TN RYW IV
TIIRY WM T 3 W [new
3 M7 (Y pr3) ARIM Y PR M
mw Yaws 23 wann Yxy emen R (e
MY o 2T TIY AINY MW M
DRYT OWMBM PNAYT AYN IR
KU ,PRAINMY PRI AMNR NPwInn
VYN (1> noam) TTPAD NOOL YSYW DIMIRA
LNOWD PPN PRIPY THINR et v
7P DAVART P BWE VI KOAT 0

M0 1D TIDINT WIWDL TND DUT IS 25wn? Y851 NN 2Yan TR T 27800 AN NN
PI2T9 .09 DA DK 1270 99 RO IR 93 RWINY NN Wt pa% 82 a0 BRdy A nen

MP132 WY ROW AN JTRIRED ST ANDAY 2 N33 107 10 AN 8T N1 nawa 0% 0Tp e
TIPY DN TR WD WIDET N0 LI N2 PV N2 TIND DT Ty S Wy np
TR DO IRIT NIV DK WHYY 9 AN IBDNT .7 NN Y DR DTN [0 N TRD
D3N 1T R DVIOD DI TR V0 DITNIR RNAWHE [ R WY mnD v aph i a? mapt
91023 ANSY 1D AN IS M1 1N D DI PN 20 XYY DS M2y W I Y ona
AN BN TOND Y NNAYND YR WRIY JITAZ IR IHY a’ wmnp I LNMEID T B s
TVI2 0D E WRD OV KA RN RTINS T ORVNTT MR I BT ISHAT DI LT w2
SITNPNT Y9 T 3THR VRN DYINRD TP0 125 TN WP KN L2102 1YY 13T 81 R ma

20EN PR 9K TIB MR 2DYT L TNENM DR BRY WRT DRDWD LN Y nawh T NEINMY IS

SPVBR MEDT P N3 A0 TRG TSR PIY 192 AR Iy

In 5682/1921 Reb Moshe Feinstein was the Rav of the town Luban. Somebody from the town fell il with a very unusual disease in which his tongue swelled up.
The doctors could not figure it out, but he was on his deathbed from this illness. Reb Moshe went to visit him. When Reb Moshe walked in, the man sent
everyone else out of the room saying he had to talk to Reb Moshe in private.

Everyone left and he turned to Reb Moshe and this is what he told him. he said he knows why he contracted this illness. He said that the week before (which
had been Parshas Va'Yeira) he had given a drasha in which he berated the daughter's of Lot for what they had done. He spoke very harshly about their act and
criticized them especially harshly for the brazenness of naming the child after the deed and thereby publicizing it to everyone. He questioned why they merited
to have the Messiah descend from them (the Messiah is a descendant of King David who is a descendant of Ruth the convert from Moab), considering what

they had done.

He said that the night before 2 elderly women came to him in a dream and identified themselves as the daughters of Lot. They were upset at the way he had
spoken about them and wanted to respond. They told him, so he related to Reb Moshe, that he should not have accused them for living depraved lives and
committing such shameful acts. They said we are from the family of Avraham. Everything we did had a purpose.

They explained that they thought they were the last people on earth to survive the destruction and they had to ensure the continuity of mankind. That required
them committing such an act even though it was heinous. They had no other choice. However they felt that they had to publicize it because if they did not then
future generations would make a deity out of the child born to them because they would consider it a virgin birth considering no other man was around and they
would not cohabit with their own father.

To avoid the result of people thinking it to be a virgin birth and possibly making a religion out of them, they decided that they had to publicize what they did,
no matter how shameful - to show everyone that there is no such thing as birth without a father. They concluded that that is exactly the reason they merited
having Messiah descend from them - because of the self--sacrifice they displayed in this act. And they said that is why you have to be punished measure for
measure for the harsh words you spoke about us. He concluded telling the story to Reb Moshe, he turned to the wall, and passed away.

Page #6 - Boca Raton Synagogue




Moshiach’s Salacious and Scandalous Lineage — Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

8. Bamidbar 25

1. Israel settled in Shittim, and the people began to commit bR Ntk opin o owvwa R awn x
harlotry with the daughters of the Moabites. ARID D32
2. They invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and opn SN [ah marh ovh xpm a

the people ate and prostrated themselves to their gods. '11’1585 ——
o] Z2 NLETL
3. Israel became attached to Baal Peor, and the anger of the DI R M Tivs Hpab S o a

Lord flared against Israel. Saipn

9. Devarim 23:4

4. An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter the assembly of the  =j7 03 i 53?3 MRIM WiNY NI NY 1
Lord; even the tenth generation shall never enter the assembly
of the Lord.

0%y T nim Ynpa o 821 XY vy

5. Because they did not greet you with bread and water on the onba oonK nTp NYURNITHY A
way, when you left Egypt, and because he [the people of Moab]

T2V WK DTIYAN DINNYI 7773 DR
hired Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor in Aram Naharaim

D03 DI NSN3 13 Y73 N T
Srrrr

against you, to curse you.

6. But the Lord, your God, did not want to listen to Balaam. So DI'J'?:;I '7}3 phYH 3’355 nim nan N9
the Lord, your God, transformed the curse into a blessing for n n?_!;;? n'7'7pn Ny Tx7 71’-7,1'71.5 njn: 7193,131
you, because the Lord, your God, loves you. )

SR NI 7308

7. You shall not ever seek out their welfare or their good, all ;n'?iy’? ™ b9 onav) Dp’W_) v N5 r
your days.

10. Shmuel 2:11

2. And it came to pass, at the time of evening, that David arose  ja3wn Spn 717 opn w0 NYY [ a
from his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house, and nyna nER N 1'mn 3 335 W?UIJ.'!
he saw a woman bathing, from the roof; and the woman was )

. STRA DR D20 IWRM 20 Sn
very beautiful. D R
3. And David sent, and inquired about the woman. And he said: nr 815 NM NWRY YT 117 nHWN A
'Is this not Bath-sheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah

the Hittite?'

PRND AR NYR DY98 N3 YA N3

4. And David sent messengers, and he took her and she came OR Riam anpn oaRdn 1T nhwn 1
to him and he lay with her: and she was purified from her QWM ANKNPD NYTRIN &M ARY 12N
uncleanliness; and she returned to her house.

A O

5. And the woman conceived; and she sent, and she told David, =pXm T1TY T3m NYWMm NWRAD 90M A

and she said: "l am pregnant.” 29i8 10
.- T ' "'
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11. Melachim 1:1

24. And Nathan said, "My lord the king, did you say 'Adoniahu g nK Tonn IR 103 RN

H 2 ’)Ill y
shall reign after me and he shall sit upon my throne? 283 by 2w R N W'W;? TR

25. For he has gone down this day and has slain oxen and 21h IN¥1 R™MM Y nam oin T | 2 Mo

fatlings and sheep in abundance, and he called all the King's Amran Nawn MY 1900 13 53Y KN
sons, and the officers of the army, and Abiathar the priest, and

" i y Y o
behold they eat and drink before him, and they said, "Long live RN 149‘? o o 5;& Dgn 1030

King Adoniahu." AR 77BN
26. And me, [even] me your servant, and Zadok the priest and 12 325 1090 P TTar IR o
Benaiahu the son of Yehoiada and Solomon, your servant, he NP N 7720 ”’5'7‘?51, Yy
did not call.

27. If this matter stems from my lord the king, [| wonder that] M T M -fmn TR NRD DR ™

you have not informed your servant who should sit on the throne 2V (PTav N5) TTIY NN YT &5}
of my lord the king after him.

AINR TR0 MR RED Y

28. And king David answered and said, "Call Bath Sheba to me. paw nab * akp NN 717 7900 11 nd

And she came before the king and stood before the king. 5mn 18b Them Torn u5h Kam
R e e T

29. And he swore and said, "[| swear as] God lives who 7178 WK NI O 0RNY TR Yawn v

redeemed my soul from all distress. e ,7?0 o) Nt

12. Tzidkas Ha Tzadik
R’ Tzadok Ha’Kohen of Lublin
1823-1900

¥IY 190 INT AW PINRT WO KIM R

D°9% M MR oYY apIn oen Bo3

0 2V T JPINWD TR YaAR ,DUI0pnm

X139 DPAT 02 AN 1awnng fwyn

QWA PODY DIPHAY Pran XD 2N

DDA WRD T IWYN 1PRAY Yrnny amn

D°rop) YT MINRY WMo ,abynh oannn
SIONY IR DY (D

The redemption will emerge precisely from a
place of lust and sin, by means of repentance
(teshuvah). The Talmud says, in Sanhedrin 98a,
“The son of David [i.e., the Messiah] will come
only in a generation that is entirely wicked.”
David is the archetype for the messianic soul
because he showed how to make repentance
into a life principle.. And just that is the
realization of ultimate fulfillment - that the
root of evil will be transformed to good... At
that time, the lowest will become the highest.”

P71 RN YR Rwn RNAPYVa [Xp]
¥yt oy owpna pm Yhm apr sy
Y RPUT NPT DWR MMY M3
19 (Y PITI0) PYNA MIORW WD .NWA
X1 I3 WHN A DR T3 R M
K3 7Y Ponn T 11, ewn Y pnn
ot MY .mwn bw Ay opnw
(TRMLA DPRY) 1 NI ha YR
17 DWwBIT e apym LR Xinm
917 5%1 9% YIR NN Qw0
MO Ry WP XPTT IYRD NWwDI YW
7 I8 7T CIRD 0 (V0 17I2) YT TR
MR YT YD OIPHN YN MIY U 1N
nNa YY XYM DwIs obYIn WD INRW
WM VI T A3 WY 0w 7 o
hon MW WM MT 13 wWW Nk
VIR WM PARY IR DY s
,(,23) 71102 RIPRT X DMWY MY Y
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13. Michtav Mei Eliyahu
R’ Eliyahu Dessler
1892-1953

A transformational leader like
Moshiach must demonstrate the
ability to transform himself. He must
extract all the pure souls that are
submerged among the nations of the
world and return them to their holy
roots.

Y AN

nva DIdbn uPn KDY WY TR INTH pwRm anm mm
DTP TR RINT XTI DMWY (717,00 MWKT) I DIIN Y LT
19 PA2 77 OTP MITIRY TIT ROV T ... pRY PRV PT A T D
DIRR W A AIRD PR R W RPN AT TRw np
Por? YR 95 R PWH N apLAD R AT A amn apas”
ANYINIY DMP SWTWA 7T R ITw P M L, 0nTIe: mminy
X'71 192 R¥WI LPYA (B 7MM0 D — NON2 PO AP AR
ATIMY WOR T XY NOAM W TP RXPYW cham — Yyl
M YTY IRt e R ST e mnbn Tavih aorw
NTIPY DR YR T TIRY N7 awen vy H3dh Xy I ,ATnon
DPRATOYTIRTIAN 12NN RMR 9UORY 0T wYRb W Inn2
5735 PPN UM ,IWNM

paw ns M9

PTEN 71273 19w nbr Hw Y113 e mnah Par a1

vy ROR 99197 YR DRYY 190 700 XD AN (TP PYTe oY) 7epwa

,07wn Ba% mwna Py Py MY phn h b LYaw N2t mwvn

gvwn Y 2ww mwnh MDTT RW DU 2Wn nRMA D

N7 TAAY N vy At By Ry Y 97> mawna

nownnh [T TPV P (166 MY XYM YA 2YWa MY) WA
AV P PwRw e

mabn YW AR - 1M

7MY W TITW A7 PR T R nobnh Moty R K M
X¥N T N2 ndbn YW ARK NRWIY oM 0 LImwn Dot
19977 ,707703 ... 7Ty TIT NRER” B7IRD) BIT0R 17 10T TIWI] anmn
oR” T3 o Avanw MR AN D [T Rm A — i Yw man
RIMIRA P2 AYIDD RO TP ADWW YT ,75Ym 90 X¥n
XY PwnY IR AT AD N0NI0T RO LYRWND R jn AR
197 WY T MBDIRG PR MYMLT MpDRIn DR RRINY Thy
mrouEn AnYYa TR LA DR O YR nobh onyih nnvrw on
TIINOY T MY MARB TWITW 7D %D LDMOR DNBR DR 5T
b33 I WY MANY WBR T YR DWITR DY BTmbw e T
19937) NI TWR 90 vynd nnwy R0 YaR PRI v ovun
DITPY DAW IWT? 2R PIVR DYDY (WTIPR MY DRY INWY nyw
MIMIRG AR 2IPYY DT PR RIT NOIWW YR RO PRI
X2 FTY WK QUM IR NIND PW 057 70 1D Y /00 IRy
1D PR3 RYR DYRY WwOR 1n

XM 3D NRY OWR 12 MWRW DT IR 92 MR W23 on
T WPDIY TR DY L(X? LD PO 7MD1 VAW v WY LD
NI WOR LYY PITIO) PTIXR oY HW uToIM Awp NP NN
15 7901 TR NYE1 YRR NORR R PTIY R nwead YW
CpwRb I3 T awa aa Mt v nebeb moth naawn amp
JbyIa avans 1T v M R RY N2 00,10 Py 9D

sy RYR DAY NIATRY DO PR LT MR P2 R
NI PR PR BIR YO DR DR TR P YN Thon ppn
JBY NDAR DR TpR%Y 7Y IR
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14. Sifsei Chaim
R’ Chaim Friedlander
1923-1986

i MOMNY 25 U ML MTID SHY”

P nR Yveb Ro¥Iv I ARl axm Py Sw oavpn noy Y

7apn oK Y9I (N2 pr3) Y7 YINAW WO ,8n3 1Y PR AR
W ML MITID NWY O ,PIRa dnYnY ITIW BYYR axwm3a onvnb
VAW ARWY DY 0D SIONnYR Aevn akmn M L RoRwY
aP»p D7DYRY 1 Pnpa xmbn b nvapn opmm A Yhaa b
WINPT PIBN DD ,0THYRY YK YV 0K 0737 DY Jwna nraph

Jomm R3INY TR T
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15. Shem Mi’Shmuel — Shavuos
Sochatchover Rebbe, R> SHmuel Bornstein
1910-1926
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The Kotzker Rebbe of blessed memory told me regarding the monarchy that
there was no one [fit to be king] in Israel, so someone had to be chosen from
Ammon and Moab. Thus far his words. This is simple to explain: since all
Israel are friends, like one person, it does not work for one to rule over
another, just as one organ in a person does not dominate another... Therefore,
Israel had to take its monarchy from Ammon and Moab, since the shell of
Moab is pride, as it is written: “We have heard of Moab’s pride — most
haughty is he” (Isa. 16:6; Jer. 48:29). Therefore the soul of King David of
blessed memory was embedded in captivity in the shell of Moab, so that this
matter of pride be removed from the shell and brought to a level of sanctity,
rising high and acquiring dominion for the sake of Heaven.
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16. Abraham’s Journey
Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik
1903-1993

ways, our customs and mores, our mishpatim and hukkim, both
our rational and non-rational commandments. The Jews must
stand out in society as exemplars; our way of life must impress
and attract people and fascinate their curiosity. The Jew must
always bear witness to his peculiar relationship with God.

Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even
as the Lord my God commanded me, that you should act
accordingly in the land whither you go to possess.
Observe therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom
and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, that,
when they hear all these statutes, shall say: “Surely this
great nation is a wise and understanding people” (Deut.
4:5-6).

This principle underlies the commandment of kiddush ha-
Shem, sanctification of the Divine Name, and the prohibition of
hillul ha-Shem, desecration of the Divine Name.

Mattan Torah, the giving of the Torah, initiated the mes-
sianic process of redeeming the world from its crudity and pro-
fanity. The Torah was given to the Jew, who was told to dissem-
inate the word of God among pagans, atheists, agnostics, and
hedonists, thereby bringing them to their Maker. It is a piece-
meal, slow movement. Nevertheless, it will be consummated in
the messianic era, when “the mountain of the Lord’s house shall
be established on the top of the mountains” (Isa. 2:2).

Mattan Torah is bound up with the Messiah, who will pos-
sess the heroism of his grandmothers whom the Almighty found
in the non-Jewish world. They represented the heroism of lone-
liness, the heroism of universal commitment, and the heroism
of faith and waiting. The ideal of mattan Torah will be fully
realized only in the time of the Messiah. This great vision of a
redeemed world would have been impossible had Lot’s daugh-
ters been destroyed in Sodom.

Torah is so interested in telling us the strange story of the act of
incest that took place in the cave. Why else would the Torah
record such an ugly event? It is not a story of incest. It is the
story of the Messiah.

The personality of the King Messiah is not monotonic. God
weaves the personality of the Messiah with vast amounts of
multicolored threads, like Joseph’s shirt. The messianic soul is
iridescent, multi-talented, rich in thought-filled volition, and
will be endowed with talents that seem mutually exclusive. But
everything good and fine and noble in man must be passed on
to the Messiah. He will have the capacity for gevurah and hesed.
He will be a hero with unlimited power and strength who will
defend justice. He will also be a man of unlimited loving-kind-
ness, humble and simple. All these capabilities, capacities, and
talents will merge in beautiful harmony in the King Messiah.
The Messiah will represent creation at its best. Apparently,
then, Lot’s daughters had something beautiful in them to con-
tribute to the Messiah’s rich and powerful personality. If there
is something fine in the non-Jewish families of the earth, it, too,
will be passed on to the Messiah.

R. Eleazar stated: What is meant by the verse “And in
you shall the families of the earth be blessed, ve-
nivrekhu vekha” (Gen. 12:3)? The Holy One, blessed be
He, said to Abraham, “I have two goodly shoots to
engraft on to you, lehavrikh bakh: Ruth the Moabitess
and Naamah the Ammonitess” (Yevamot 63a).

Lot’s daughter had something beautiful to contribute to the
emerging personality of the King Messiah. What did this prim-
itive girl possess that the Almighty, gathering virtues and noble
traits from all over the world, picked up? She was uncouth and
primitive, she committed incest, and yet she was the great-
great-grandmother of Ruth. The Messiah will be her descen-
dant!
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She was under the impression, says Rashi (Gen. 19:31), that
a cosmic cataclysm had struck and only three human beings
had survived. (Years ago, we were unable to imagine this, but
now we understand that it is something that can happen any
day.) She acted as she did because she wanted to save humani-
ty. This girl wanted to rebuild the world, to start from scratch
and raise another race to take the place of the human race,
which she believed had been destroyed simultaneously with the
destruction of Sodom. This was heroism of an undreamt caliber,
Instead of giving up, she had the courage to try to rebuild the
world, to make a new humanity arise from the ashes of Sodom.
She convinced her younger sister. Never mind that their method
was primitive and crude. These two girls took upon themselves
an impossible task, something staggering and awesome.

“And the firstborn said unto the younger: Our father is old
and there is not a man in earth. . . . Come, let us make our
father drink wine, that we may preserve the seed of our father”
(Gen. 19:31-32). The plan per se was reprehensible, but their
motivation was imaginative, noble, and heroic. The King
Messiah will save the world. Indeed, he will achieve what his
great-great-grandmothers wanted to do. The great-great-grand-
son, the King Messiah, will accomplish what the lonely girls
could not. The heroism of Lot’s daughters consisted in their
commitment to mankind and their urge to save it.

The Messiah has another grandmother who came to us from
the gentile world: Tamar, the daughter-in-law of Judah. She
was the great-great-grandmother of Boaz and consequently of
David and therefore of the King Messiah. The Torah tells us, “It
came to pass at that time that Judah went down from his
brethren . .. and saw there the daughter of a certain Canaanite”
(Gen. 38:1). The Midrash says that “at that time” means that
everyone was busy: Jacob was busy mourning Joseph, Joseph
was busy mourning his fate, Reuben was busy mourning his lost
opportunity, Judah was busy choosing a wife, and “God was
busy creating the light of the King Messiah” (Gen. Rabbah

85:1). In other words, Judah set in motion a process leading to
his ultimate marriage to Tamar, which resulted in the inspired
personality of the Messiah.

Tamar was a heroic woman, a great woman. God gleaned
and gathered beautiful things from throughout the world—
gems, noble emotions, heroic capabilities. What could Tamar do
that others could not? She could wait; she possessed the heroic
ability and patience to wait without end.

Judah told Tamar, his daughter-in-law, “Remain a
widow in your father’s house until Shelah my son be
grown up,” for he said [to himself], “Lest he also die like
his brothers.” Tamar went and dwelt in her father’s
house. And in process of time, Shua’s daughter, the wife
of Judah, died . . . (Gen. 38:11-12).

Tamar waited many years. She was lonely, forsaken, forgot-
ten by everyone. Seasons passed. All her friends married, reared
families; all contact with them came to an end; people treated
her with ridicule and contempt. Shelah married; Judah had for-
gotten her. And yet she waited and never said a word. Wasn't
she the incarnation of Keneset Yisrael, which has waited for her
Beloved hundreds and thousands of years under the most try-
ing circumstances? Did not Tamar personify the greatest of all
heroic action—to wait while the waiting arouses laughter and
derision?

The Messiah has yet another grandmother who came to us
from the gentile world—Ruth. She, too, was heroic. Boaz
acknowledged the great courage of this pagan girl in casting her
lot with a people she did not previously know.

Boaz answered and said to her: “It has fully been told me
all that you have done unto your mother-in law since the
death of your husband, and how you have left your
father and your mother and the land of your nativity and
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are come into a people that you knew not heretofore.
May the Lord recompense your work, and may your
reward be complete from the Lord, the God of Israel,

under whose wings you have come to take refuge” (Ruth
2:11).

When we read these words thanking Ruth for joining a people
which she knew not, we willy-nilly think of the question that is
addressed to any non-Jew who applies for gerut: “What prompts
you to convert? Do you not know that the Jews at this time are
persecuted and oppressed, despised, harassed and overcome by
afflictions?” (Yevamot 47a). Of course, Boaz did not say it explic-
itly; but the meaning of his words points toward the same truth:
only a hero joins our strange and lonely people.

It is amazing! The words of Boaz were spoken at the dawn
of Jewish history, at a time when the tension between Jew and
non-Jew was as yet unknown. This episode preceded Haman’s
hatred and indictment of the J ews, the Alexandrian hate litera-
ture, and the Gospels. The world knew nothing of the Jew’s
uniqueness, his so-called isolationism and egocentrism.
Nevertheless, Boaz admired Ruth’s fortitude for daring to join a
strange and misunderstood people.

We Jews have been a strange people since the very birth of
our nation. It has always taken courage, the ability to do some-
thing bold, to defy public resentment and identify with this
unknown, mysterious people. What was mysterious about the
Jews in early biblical times? The mere fact that they were not
pagans, that they believed in one invisible and incorporeal God,
was puzzling to pagans. Moreover, the Jews served their God by
preaching morality, whereas the pagans worshipped their idols
by giving gifts to them, by intoxicating themselves with orgias-
tic pleasure, by living like voluptuaries.

Ruth was a heroic woman,; she joined a people alien to her,
and committed herself to a way of life she did not understand.
She came from a pagan background, where unlimited pleasure

and over-indulgence were an element in worship, and she joined
a religion that demands discipline, redemption of the biological
call for gratification.

To outsiders, Judaism is a difficult religion. The mere fact
that the Halakhah interferes with every phase of human life,
that Judaism is so concerned with the trivial, makes the com-
mitment seem staggering and almost superhuman. To convert
to Judaism and accept an all-inclusive Judaic commitment bor-
ders on the heroic. In addition, even as early as the period of the
Judges, to become a Jew has meant to be alienated from the rest
of the world. The destiny of Avraham ha-Ivri, the lonely
Abraham, has always accompanied the Jews.

In a word, gerut is heroic action at the level of observance
and practical living, and also at the level of one’s relationship
with the non-Jewish world. No wonder the Talmud says that the
Jews, upon responding “We shall do and obey,” were called gib-
borei koah, heroes (Shabbat 88a).

The King Messiah must be endowed with heroic qualities,
for he is coming to change the status quo, to revolutionize con-
cepts and opinions, to transform our outlook on life. He will defy
evil, oppose ruthlessness, challenge injustice, “and decide with
equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall smite the land
with the rod of his mouth and with the breath of his lips shall
he slay the wicked” (Isa. 11:4). Messianism minus heroic action
1s meaningless.

The poor of biblical times used to glean and gather after the
reapers. The Almighty, too, gleaned and gathered—not ears of
corn but beautiful inclinations and noble virtues. From them He
wove the soul of the King Messiah. God found a heroic girl in
Moab. The Almighty was “busy” with the formation and creation
of the Messiah’s personality, which was to embody the finest and
most beautiful elements concealed in the depths of mankind.
God brought the girl to Judea so that she could collaborate with
Him in creating a Messiah personality. She contributed the hero-
ism of loneliness and acceptance of the incomprehensible.
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Ruth, no matter how idealistic she was, no matter how stur-
dy her character, no matter how heroic and revolutionary her
spirit, was in her heart deeply loyal and grateful. In fact, her
heroism was the consequence of her loyalty to her mother-in-
law. Her first words, “Do not entreat me to leave you” (Ruth
1:16), tell a story of great humility. She revered her mother-in-
law. When Naomi told her to do something odd, namely, to visit
the threshing floor and uncover Boaz’s feet, she did not argue
with her mother-in-law. “And she did according to all that her
mother-in-law bade her” (Ruth 3:6). Respect for the elderly,
humility, and a sense of gratitude are indispensable. Heroism is
important, provided it goes hand in hand with humility and loy-
alty.
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