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I. Introduction 

a. There is a fundamental obligation of our faith to believe in Moshiach. 
b. Who is he, what is his background? 

 
II. Yichus – Lineage 

a. At the end of Sefer Russ we are told of the lineage of Dovid Ha’Melech 
b. Midrash Rabbah – Dovid can be found in Sedom. What does that mean? 
c. Moshiach’s lineage includes scandals, affairs, incest, prostitutes, etc. 

i. Yehudah and Tamar story 
1. Midrash – Hashem was creating Moshiach during this episode 

ii. Lot and his daughters story 
1. In defense of Lot’s daughters 

a. Rabbeinu Bachya 
b. Rav Moshe Feinstein 

2. Resulted in birth of Moav 
a. Seduced Jewish people 
b. May not enter the Jewish community 

iii. Dovid and Batsheva story 
1. Some opposed Shlomo as successor to Dovid 

 
III. Why such a scandalous lineage? 

a. Tzidkas Ha’Tzadik – Example of possibility of teshuva 
b. R’ Dessler – a transformative leader like Moshiach must demonstrate ability 

to transform himself.  He must extract all the pure souls that are submerged 
among the nations of the world. 

c. Sifsei Chaim – One goal fo Moshiach is to extract holy sparks from the 
nations of the world 

d. Shem Mi’Shmuel in name of Kotzker – Klal Yisroel are all equals so ultimate 
leader must originate from outside. 

e. Rabbi Soloveitchik – Ancestry gave Moshiach ingredients for leadership: 
humility, courage, patience and desire to save the world. 
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1. Megillas Russ, Chapter 4 
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2. Midrash  
Bereishis Rabbah 41:4 

3. Bereishis 38 

4. Midrash  
Bereishis Rabbah 85:1 
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5. Bereishis 19 



Moshiach’s	
  Salacious	
  and	
  Scandalous	
  Lineage	
  –	
  Rabbi	
  Efrem	
  Goldberg	
  

	
   Page	
  #6	
  –	
  Boca	
  Raton	
  Synagogue	
  	
  

	
  

In 5682/1921 Reb Moshe Feinstein was the Rav of the town Luban. Somebody from the town fell il with a very unusual disease in which his tongue swelled up. 
The doctors could not figure it out, but he was on his deathbed from this illness. Reb Moshe went to visit him. When Reb Moshe walked in, the man sent 
everyone else out of the room saying he had to talk to Reb Moshe in private. 
 
Everyone left and he turned to Reb Moshe and this is what he told him. he said he knows why he contracted this illness. He said that the week before (which 
had been Parshas Va'Yeira) he had given a drasha in which he berated the daughter's of Lot for what they had done. He spoke very harshly about their act and 
criticized them especially harshly for the brazenness of naming the child after the deed and thereby publicizing it to everyone. He questioned why they merited 
to have the Messiah descend from them (the Messiah is a descendant of King David who is a descendant of Ruth the convert from Moab), considering what 
they had done. 
 
He said that the night before 2 elderly women came to him in a dream and identified themselves as the daughters of Lot. They were upset at the way he had 
spoken about them and wanted to respond. They told him, so he related to Reb Moshe, that he should not have accused them for living depraved lives and 
committing such shameful acts. They said we are from the family of Avraham. Everything we did had a purpose. 
 
They explained that they thought they were the last people on earth to survive the destruction and they had to ensure the continuity of mankind. That required 
them committing such an act even though it was heinous. They had no other choice. However they felt that they had to publicize it because if they did not then 
future generations would make a deity out of the child born to them because they would consider it a virgin birth considering no other man was around and they 
would not cohabit with their own father. 
 
To avoid the result of people thinking it to be a virgin birth and possibly making a religion out of them, they decided that they had to publicize what they did, 
no matter how shameful - to show everyone that there is no such thing as birth without a father.  They concluded that that is exactly the reason they merited 
having Messiah descend from them - because of the self--sacrifice they displayed in this act.  And they said that is why you have to be punished measure for 
measure for the harsh words you spoke about us.  He concluded telling the story to Reb Moshe, he turned to the wall, and passed away. 	
  

6. Rabbeinu Bachya  
1255-1340 

7. Igros Moshe, v. 8 
Rav Moshe Feinstein  

1895-1986 
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8. Bamidbar 25 

9. Devarim 23:4 

10. Shmuel 2:11 
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The	
   redemption	
   will	
   emerge	
   precisely	
   from	
   a	
  
place	
   of	
   lust	
   and	
   sin,	
   by	
  means	
   of	
   repentance	
  
(teshuvah).	
  The	
  Talmud	
  says,	
  in	
  Sanhedrin	
  98a,	
  
“The	
   son	
  of	
  David	
  [i.e.,	
   the	
  Messiah]	
  will	
  come	
  
only	
   in	
   a	
   generation	
   that	
   is	
   entirely	
   wicked.”	
  
David	
   is	
   the	
   archetype	
   for	
   the	
   messianic	
   soul	
  
because	
   he	
   showed	
   how	
   to	
   make	
   repentance	
  
into	
   a	
   life	
   principle...	
   And	
   just	
   that	
   is	
   the	
  
realization	
   of	
   ultimate	
   fulfillment	
   –	
   that	
   the	
  
root	
   of	
   evil	
   will	
   be	
   transformed	
   to	
   good...	
   At	
  
that	
  time,	
  the	
  lowest	
  will	
  become	
  the	
  highest.”	
  
	
  

11. Melachim 1:1 

12. Tzidkas Ha’Tzadik 
R’ Tzadok Ha’Kohen of Lublin 

1823-1900 
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13. Michtav Mei’Eliyahu 
R’ Eliyahu Dessler 

1892-1953 

A	
  transformational	
  leader	
  like	
  
Moshiach	
  must	
  demonstrate	
  the	
  
ability	
  to	
  transform	
  himself.	
  	
  He	
  must	
  
extract	
  all	
  the	
  pure	
  souls	
  that	
  are	
  
submerged	
  among	
  the	
  nations	
  of	
  the	
  
world	
  and	
  return	
  them	
  to	
  their	
  holy	
  
roots.	
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14. Sifsei Chaim 

R’ Chaim Friedlander 
1923-1986 

15. Shem Mi’Shmuel – Shavuos 
Sochatchover Rebbe, R’ SHmuel Bornstein 

1910-1926 
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16. Abraham

’s Journey 
Rabbi Yosef D

ov Soloveitchik 
1903-1993 
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