




II. Fundamental principle to believe in the coming of Moshiach 
a. Rambam -13 Principles of Faith, Yigdal, Hilchos Melachim 11:1 

 
III. Judaism versus Christianity on Moshiach 

a. Parenthetically, it is ok to say the name Jesus  
i. Hagaos Maimoniyos, Gr”a 147:3 

b. Differences 
i. Christianity claims Jesus was the Messiah, but of course they are categorically wrong! 

1. Jesus did not meet the criteria of Moshiach 
a. Moshiach must descend on his father’s side from Dovid Ha’Melech  (Yeshaya 11:1-9, Hoshea 

3:4) 
b. Moshiach must reinforce Torah and halacha, not pervert or distort it. (Hilchos Melachim 11:4) 

2. He did not fulfill the messianic prophecies 
a. Build the 3rd Beis Ha’Mikdash (Yechezkel 37:26) 
b. Gather all Jews back to the land (Yeshaya 43:5) 
c. End hatred, oppression and war (Yeshaya 2:4) 
d. Unite the world as one with recognition of and service to the God of Israel. (Zecharya 14:9) 

3. Jewish belief is based on national revelation and not claims of miracles (Rambam, Yesodei Torah 8) 
ii. A second critical difference often neglected is the question of what will bring Moshiach? 

 
IV. Does He Come or Do We Bring Him? 

a. Christianity 
i. Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveitchik article  

1. Messiah saves humanity because man cannot save himself. 
2. Belief in messiah by definition means belief in our inability to become worthy of the messiah and in our 

needing the messiah to take our sins upon himself. 
3. Coming of messiah makes repentance possible 

b. Judaism 
i. Belief in Moshiach by definition means belief in our ability to become worthy of Moshiach.  Teshuva makes 

Moshiach possible. 
1. Devarim 30:1-3 Redemption depends on teshuva 
2. Sanhedrin 97b – when will Moshiach come? 

a. Maharsha – both opinions agree that teshuva isnecessary, their debate is if it can be inspired 
teshuva or must be self initiated teshuva 

3. Rambam hilchos teshuva 7:5 
4. Rabbi Soloveitchik Al Ha’Teshuva – How can we say we believe in Moshiach if his arrival depends on us? 

V. Nature of Teshuva 
a. Christianity 

i. Fundamental flaw, original sin cannot be repaired 
b. Judaism 

i. Soul is fundamentally pure – Elokei neshama she’nasata bi 
c. We make mistakes 

i. Dovid – admits his mistakes  
ii. Bereishis Raba 22:6 – we can control our yetzer ha’rah 

 
VI. Yichus – lineage 

a. Moshiach has a scandalous and salacious yichus.   
i. Midrash – Dovid Ha’Melech is found in Sedom 

ii. Moshiach was born in episode of Tamar and Yehuda 
b. Why? Tzidkas Ha’Tzadik – model of ability to do teshuva 

 
VII. We want Moshiach now!  

a. Man and the world capable of being redeemed.   
i. Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveitchik (69) 

b. Judaism impact on the world 
i. Paul Johnson, A History of the Jews 

ii. John Adams 
c. We don’t calculate when Moshiach is going to come and we don’t spend time seeking to identify who he is.  That has only 

resulted in calamity in Jewish history (i.e. Bar Kochva, Shabtai Zvi). 
i. Sanhedrin 97b, Rambam – Melachim 12:2 

ii. Lubavitcher Rebbe castigated his Chassidim for this and instead told them to concentrate on what is necessary to bring 
him. 

d. Long for Moshiach 
i. Sha’arei Teshuva – concentrate when saying es tzemach in shemona esrei 

e. How do we bring him? 
i. Chafetz Chaim – realize our potential 

ii. Sfas Emes – love all Jews 
iii. Chasam Sofer – acts of kindness 
iv. Chafetz Chaim – maintain peace 

f. Transform the whole world 
i. Rebbe 7 mitzvas bnai noach campaign 

ii. Rabbi Soloveitchik 



In the future, the Messianic king will arise and renew the Davidic dynasty, restoring it to its initial sovereignty. He will build the Temple 
and gather the dispersed of Israel.  Then, in his days, the observance of all the statutes will return to their previous state. We will offer 
sacrifices, observe the Sabbatical and Jubilee years according to all their particulars as described by the Torah.  Anyone who does not 
believe in him or does not await his coming, denies not only the statements of the other prophets, but those of the Torah and Moses, our 
teacher. The Torah testified to his coming, as Deuteronomy 30:3-5 states: 

God will bring back your captivity and have mercy upon you. He will again gather you from among the nations... Even if your Diaspora is 
at the ends of the heavens, God will gather you up from there... and bring you to the land.... These explicit words of the Torah include all 
the statements made by all the prophets. 
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If a king will arise from the House of David who diligently contemplates the Torah and observes its mitzvot as prescribed 
by the Written Law and the Oral Law as David, his ancestor, will compel all of Israel to walk in (the way of the Torah) and 
rectify the breaches in its observance, and fight the wars of God, we may, with assurance, consider him Mashiach. 

If he succeeds in the above, builds the Temple in its place, and gathers the dispersed of Israel, he is definitely the Mashiach. 

He will then improve the entire world, motivating all the nations to serve God together, as Tzephaniah 3:9 states: 'I will 
transform the peoples to a purer language that they all will call upon the name of God and serve Him with one purpose.' 

If he did not succeed to this degree or was killed, he surely is not the redeemer promised by the Torah. Rather, he should be 
considered as all the other proper and complete kings of the Davidic dynasty who died. God caused him to arise only to test 
the many, as Daniel 11:35 states: 'And some of the wise men will stumble, to try them, to refine, and to clarify until the 
appointed time, because the set time is in the future.' 

Jesus of Nazareth who aspired to be the Mashiach and was executed by the court was also alluded to in Daniel's prophecies, 
as ibid. 11:14 states: 'The vulgar among your people shall exalt themselves in an attempt to fulfill the vision, but they shall 
stumble.' 

Can there be a greater stumbling block than Christianity? All the prophets spoke of Mashiach as the redeemer of Israel and 
their savior who would gather their dispersed and strengthen their observance of the mitzvot. In contrast, Christianity 
caused the Jews to be slain by the sword, their remnants to be scattered and humbled, the Torah to be altered, and the 
majority of the world to err and serve a god other than the Lord. 

Nevertheless, the intent of the Creator of the world is not within the power of man to comprehend, for His ways are not our 
ways, nor are His thoughts, our thoughts. Ultimately, all the deeds of Jesus of Nazareth and that Ishmaelite who arose after 
him will only serve to prepare the way for Mashiach's coming and the improvement of the entire world, motivating the 
nations to serve God together as Tzephaniah 3:9 states: 'I will transform the peoples to a purer language that they all will 
call upon the name of God and serve Him with one purpose.' 

How will this come about? The entire world has already become filled with the mention of Mashiach, Torah, and mitzvot. 
These matters have been spread to the furthermost islands to many stubborn-hearted nations. They discuss these matters 
and the mitzvot of the Torah, saying: 'These mitzvot were true, but were already negated in the present age and are not 
applicable for all time.' 

Others say: 'Implied in the mitzvot are hidden concepts that can not be understood simply. The Mashiach has already come 
and revealed those hidden truths.' 

When the true Messianic king will arise and prove successful, his position becoming exalted and uplifted, they will all 
return and realize that their ancestors endowed them with a false heritage and their prophets and ancestors caused them to 
err. 
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The Jews did not believe in Moses, our teacher, because of the wonders 
that he performed. Whenever anyone's belief is based on wonders, [the 
commitment of] his heart has shortcomings, because it is possible to 
perform a wonder through magic or sorcery. 

All the wonders performed by Moses in the desert were not intended to 
serve as proof [of the legitimacy] of his prophecy, but rather were 
performed for a purpose. It was necessary to drown the Egyptians, so he 
split the sea and sank them in it. We needed food, so he provided us with 
manna. We were thirsty, so he split the rock [providing us with water]. 
Korach's band mutinied against him, so the earth swallowed them up. The 
same applies to the other wonders. 

What is the source of our belief in him? The [revelation] at Mount Sinai. 
Our eyes saw, and not a stranger's. Our ears heard, and not another's. 
There was fire, thunder, and lightning. He entered the thick clouds; the 
Voice spoke to him and we heard, "Moses, Moses, go tell them the 
following:...." 

Thus, [Deuteronomy 5:4] relates: "Face to face, God spoke to you," and 
[Deuteronomy 5:3] states: "God did not make this covenant with our 
fathers, [but with us, who are all here alive today]." 

How is it known that the [revelation] at Mount Sinai alone is proof of the 
truth of Moses' prophecy that leaves no shortcoming? [Exodus 19:9] 
states: "Behold, I will come to you in a thick cloud, so that the people will 
hear Me speaking to you, [so that] they will believe in you forever." It 
appears that before this happened, they did not believe in him with a faith 
that would last forever, but rather with a faith that allowed for suspicions 
and doubts. 

Although Catholics and Protestants have long debated the nature and

meaning of salvation, the doctrine of redemption through Jesus—of a

messiah who saves humanity because it cannot save itself—unites all tradi-

tional Christians. A joint statement issued in 1998 by Evangelicals and

Catholics Together, a group that includes some of America’s most influen-

tial Catholic and Evangelical theologians, articulates this shared theological

belief:

God created us to manifest his glory and to give us eternal life in

fellowship with himself, but our disobedience intervened and brought us

under condemnation. As members of the fallen human race, we come into

the world estranged from God and in a state of rebellion. This original sin

is compounded by our personal acts of sinfulness. The catastrophic

consequences of sin are such that we are powerless to restore the ruptured

bonds of union with God. Only in the light of what God has done to

restore our fellowship with him do we see the full enormity of our loss.
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All the prophets commanded [the people] to repent. Israel will only 
be redeemed through Teshuvah. 

The Torah has already promised that, ultimately, Israel will repent 
towards the end of her exile and, immediately, she will be redeemed 
as [Deuteronomy 30:1-3] states: ”There shall come a time when 
[you will experience] all these things... and you will return to God, 
your Lord.... God, your Lord, will bring back your [captivity].” 
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How ought we approach God in repentance? What should our orientation

be when we beg forgiveness from the Almighty? Jesus’ answer is that we

come before God not merely as men who have sinned and now wish to

repent, but rather as sinners, whose sins reveal something ontologically

awry, a metaphysical flaw in ourselves, that we cannot repair on our own.
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Moreover, Maimonides here expands on the connection between the

messianic redemption and the worthiness of those who will be redeemed. In

Laws of Repentance, we were informed of the prophets’ promise that the

Jews would repent. Now, however, Maimonides takes up a more universal

theme: The preparation for the messiah involves not only Israel, but also

the influence of Jewish teaching on humanity. This may not require that all

mankind become righteous in the period prior to the end of days. Never-

theless, Maimonides’ vision insists not only that the redemption of Israel is

dependent on the repentance of the Jews, but also that humanity, at least

partially, will first have to become worthy. In the messianic era, the world

will finally, of its own accord, learn to worship God with “one consent,”

with no salvational messiah taking its sins upon himself.

This, then, is the theological essence of Judaism: A belief that man has

been blessed with the ability to become deserving of redemption, an ability

that man’s sinfulness does not foreclose. Reflecting on this contrast between

Maimonides and the New Testament, Haifa University philosophy profes-

sor Menachem Kellner noted that Paul, “because of his revolutionary, un-

Jewish view of human nature as necessarily falling short of the glory of God,

was led to ask the wrong question. The question that Jews must ask is:

What must we do in order to make the world messiah-worthy?”41 For

Christians, the messiah arrived because man could not conquer his own

lust. Judaism, in contrast, has always insisted that the redeemer will not

arrive until man has learned to rule himself—and that man has the ability

to do so.

"To [the Jews] we owe the idea of equality before the law, both divine and human; of the sanctity of 
life and the dignity of the human person; of the individual conscience and so of social 
responsibility...and many other items which constitute the basic moral furniture of the human mind. 
Without the Jews it might have been a much emptier place." 

 
Paul Johnson, A History of the Jews 

 

“I will insist the Hebrews have [contributed] more to civilize men than any other nation. If I was an 
atheist and believed in blind eternal fate, I should still believe that fate had ordained the Jews to be the 
most essential instrument for civilizing the nations ... They are the most glorious nation that ever 
inhabited this Earth. The Romans and their empire were but a bubble in comparison to the Jews. They 
have given religion to three-quarters of the globe and have influenced the affairs of mankind more and 
more happily than any other nation, ancient or modern.” 

- John Adams, Second President of the United States 
(From a letter to F. A. Van der Kemp [Feb. 16, 1808] Pennsylvania Historical Society) 
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Our Sages taught: "There will be no difference between the current 
age and the Messianic era except the emancipation from our 
subjugation to the gentile kingdoms." 

The simple interpretation of the prophets' words appear to imply that 
the war of Gog and Magog will take place at the beginning of the 
Messianic age. Before the war of Gog and Magog, a prophet will arise 
to inspire Israel to be upright and prepare their hearts, as Malachi 3:22 
states: 'Behold, I am sending you Elijah.' 

He will not come to declare the pure, impure, or to declare the 
impure, pure. He will not dispute the lineage of those presumed to be 
of proper pedigree, nor will he validate the pedigree of those whose 
lineage is presumed blemished. Rather, he will establish peace within 
the world as ibid. 3:24 continues: 'He will turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children." 

There are some Sages who say that Elijah's coming will precede the 
coming of the Mashiach. All these and similar matters cannot be 
definitely known by man until they occur for these matters are 
undefined in the prophets' words and even the wise men have no 
established tradition regarding these matters except their own 
interpretation of the verses. Therefore, there is a controversy among 
them regarding these matters. 

Regardless of the debate concerning these questions, neither the order 
of the occurrence of these events or their precise detail are among the 
fundamental principles of the faith. A person should not occupy 
himself with the Aggadot and homiletics concerning these and similar 
matters, nor should he consider them as essentials, for study of them 
will neither bring fear or love of God. 

Similarly, one should not try to determine the appointed time for 
Mashiach's coming. Our Sages declared: 'May the spirits of those who 
attempt to determine the time of Mashiach's coming expire!' Rather, 
one should await and believe in the general conception of the matter 
as explained. 
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