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Noah's Ark Found? Turkey Expedition Planned for
Summer

Hillary Mayell
for National Geographic News

April 27, 2004

Satellite pictures taken last summer of Mount Ararat in Turkey may reveal the final resting place of Noah's ark,
according to Daniel McGivern, the businessman and Christian activist behind a planned summer 2004 expedition
to investigate the site.

"We're telling people we're 98 percent sure," said McGivern, a member of the Hawaii Christian Coalition. "In one
image we saw the beams, saw the wood. I'm convinced that the excavation of the object and the results of tests run
on any collected samples will prove that it is Noah's ark. "

McGivern wrote a list in his Bible more than 20 years ago of ten great projects. Finding Noah's ark was at the top
of his list.

McGivern began his quest in earnest in 1995, when the publication of a book on the topic moved him to arrange for
satellite images to be taken of Mount Ararat.

Attempts to take satellite images in previous years had been foiled by clouds, unavailability of imaging equipment,
and lack of image resolution. But the attempts had helped pinpoint the location. In the summer of 2003, everything
came together.

"Last year was the hottest summer in Europe since 1500; more than 21,000 people died of the heat wave,”
McGivern said. "The summer melt was far more extensive than it has been in years."

DigitalGlobe, a commercial satellite-imagery company, confirmed that they took the images that McGivern is using.

An international team of archaeologists, forensic scientists, geologists, glaciologists, and others is being recruited
to investigate the site sometime between July 15 and August 15.

Ahmet Arslan, a professor in Turkey who has climbed the mountain 50 times in 40 years, will lead the expedition.
Arslan reported an eyewitness sighting of the ark and took a photograph in 1989 from about 220 yards (200
meters) away. However, he couldn't get any closer, and the picture is not definitive.

“We hope to assemble what we're calling the Dream Team," Arslan said. "The slopes are very, very harsh and
dangerous on the northern face—it is extremely challenging, mentally and physically.” "

Noah's Ark

The story of Noah's ark is told in the Book of Genesis. It says God saw how corrupt the Earth had become and
decided to "bring floodwaters on the Earth to destroy all life under the heavens.” God is said to have told Noah, an
honorable man, to build an ark 450 feet (137 meters) long, 75 feet (23 meters) wide, and 45 feet (14 meters) high,
and fill it with two of every species on the Earth. It reportedly rained for 40 days and 40 nights. After about seven
months, the waters receded, and the ark came to rest, according to the Bible.

Three major world religions—Christianity, Judaism, and Islam—believe in Noah and his ark. Reports of ark
sightings have been numerous. Witnesses often describe an old wooden structure sticking out of the snow and ice
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near the summit of Mount Ararat.

Despite the numerous sightings and rumors—of pictures taken by the CIA and locked in vaults, of lost photographs
taken by a Russian expedition at the behest of Tsar Nicholas Alexander in 1918—no scientific evidence of the ark
has emerged.

"On the one hand, I'm hopeful. On the other hand, I'm very skeptical" of the validity of the satellite images, said Rex
Geissler, president of Arclmaging (Archaeological Imaging Research Consortium). "There is no publicly available
picture that readily shows a man-made object that has any clarity whatsoever ... Some of the photos are outright
misrepresentations, non-scientific, and do not prove anything.

"We think that with the hundreds of explorers who have visited the region, if the ark was jutting out of the ice, it
would be obvious."

Arcimaging was the first organization to receive permission from the Turkish government to survey the mountain
since 1981. The archaeological research organization conducted a preliminary investigation of the icecap using
ground-penetrating radar in 2001.

The Search Continues

The Bible states that Noah landed in the region of the ancient kingdom Urartu. Mount Ararat (its name probably a
corrupted version of Urartu) has been the focus of those seeking the ark because it—at 17,000 feet (5,165
meters)—is the highest point in the area.

A volcanic mountain, Ararat is covered by an icecap from 14,000 feet (4,300 meters) to 17,000 feet (5,200 meters).
The icecap is about 17 square miles (44 square kilometers) in size and is as deep as 300 feet (90 meters).

Known to locals as Agri Dagi—T urkish for "mountain of pain"— Ararat is not easy to access. Located in eastern
Turkey—close to the borders of Armenia and Iran, and only 150 miles (240 kilometers) from Irag—the region is
politically volatile and often dangerous. Much of the region is part of a military zone, and getting permission to
explore it is extremely difficult.

The Arclmaging team hopes to visit the region to continue their mapping of the icecap this summer.

McGivern is optimistic his group will also be on the face of the mountain this summer. He and Arsian met last week
with the Turkish ambassador to the U.S. Arslan, who at one time worked in the Turkish prime minister's office,
plans to meet with the prime minister next week.

"The ark is broken into a minimum of three pieces, up to six, from a huge earthquake that occurred in 1840. But it's
been miraculously preserved. The satellite imagery shows vertical beams, and one horizontal beam," McGivern
said.

© 1996-2008 National Geographic Society. All rights reserved.
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176 Torah and Science

Ref, yeHvoan  Ley)
Flood

Also significant is the fact that practically all cultures have a
tradition of a major flood which destroyed almost all of man-
kind. By far the best known, is the biblical record of the Noah's
flood. Next is the Akkadian Gilgamesh epic, in which one Ut-
napishtim tells in detail of a flood, brought on by the gods to
destroy mankind. From this flood, he, together with his wife, is
said to be the only survivor. Similar traditions are found in the
Sumerian legend concerning Ziusudra. Other cultures that
have a flood tradition, include India (Manu legend), China (Da
Yu), Eskimo, and in the Western Hemisphere, American Indi-
ans (Iroquois), and Mexico (Maya - "Creation").”

Especially interesting is the fact that, in the Gilgamesh epic, Ut-
napishtim’s boat lands on a mountain top, whence, after seven
days, he sends a dove, which returns signaling that the land is
not yet dry. Eventually he sends a raven, who does not return.
The astonishing parallels with the biblical narrative of Noah’s
arc very strongly point to a common origin. Rabbi Biberfeld*
contrasts the two versions:

The resemblances between this Babylonian story and the Bibli-
cal account are obvious.® The agreement does not extend only
to “the incidents of the tale but even to its actual phrasing.®
There are, however, most significant differences. The Babylo-
(,\; nian conception of the deities is in strong contrast with the dig-
nity of Biblical monotheism. The Babylonian gods disagree, are
false to one another and false to men; they crouch with fear like
dogs and come swarming about the sacrifice like hungry flies.
The Babylonian Noah was saved through celestial favoritism,
not because he was righteous and blameless. Such instances
strongly indicate that the Bible supplies the original record,

% For all of these, see ref. 29, under the headings given here paren-
thetically.

¥ Ref.31,1:76-77

% G.A. Barton, Archeology and the Bible (Philadelphia, 1937); p.331. L.
Woolley, Abraham, Recent Discoveries and Hebrew Origins (London,
1936); pp.169ff.

% Woolley, loc. cit.
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whereas the Babylonian version was distorted by mythical and
polytheistic perversions.” As in previous cases, we arrive at the
conclusion that it is ridiculous to assume that by a process of
purification these absurdities could have been transformed into
the terse and majestic narrative of the Bible. The only adequate
solution is that a simple and true original report, as retained in
the Bible, was handed down by all the descendants of Noah,
and later on, in their hands, distorted by polytheistic and
mythical absurdities. The similar phrasing and verbal identity
of some passages of the two versions would indicate that they
were part of the original account.

This explanation is natural and self-evident, but in this instance
external evidence is available. Besides the version of the Gil-
gamesh poem, which was written down in the 7th century
B.C.E., fragments have been discovered of a much older Baby-
lonian version written at Nippur at about 2000 B.C.E.*® It repre-
sents Noah (Ziugiddu) as a very pious man, who was appar-
ently saved from destruction on account of his piety. After the
Flood he prayed that the curse that had come upon the land
might be raised. This old version thus motivates the Flood and
the rescue of Noah as acts of justice and not as celestial caprices.
There can not be the slightest doubt, then, that the older form
was much purer in its moral content. Consequently, the perver-
sions of the later form mean that the original higher level had
been lost. This shows, in principle, that the fact that the Biblical
accounts are everywhere higher than their parallels is not due
to a process of progressive purification but to the retention of
originally high forms in their simplicity and purity. This is also
the reason why, in this case, the less corrupt, old account from
Nippur agrees more nearly with the Biblical account in the fun-
damental concept of the Flood than the much later one of the
7th century.*

It is noteworthy that R. Gedalyah Nadel, a highly respected To-
rah authority, points out that the Biblical text does not necessar-
ily mean that the flood covered the whole globe. Citing Talmu-
dic statements which imply that such phrases as "under the

% Barton, loc. cit.
% Barton, Ref.35, p.336
% Loc. cit.
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The answer is that the process of creation is a deep mystery not
to be understood from the verses, and it cannot truly be known
except through the tradition going back to Moses our teacher who
received it from the mouth of the Almighty, and those who know
it are obligated to conceal it.® It is for this reason that Rabbi
Yitzchak said that it was not necessary for the Torah to begin with
the chapter of In the beginning G-d created and the narration of
what was created on the first day, what was done on the second
and other days, as well as a prolonged account of the creation of
Adam and Eve, their sin and punishment, and the story of the
Garden of Eden and the expulsion of Adam from it, because all

this cannot be understood completely from the verses. It is all the

more unnecessary for the story of the generations of the flood and

of the dispersion to be written in the Torah for there is no great
need of these narratives, and, for people who believe in the Torah,

it would suffice without these verses. They would believe in the @ (o ° alyzes the disputs between B
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general statement mentioned to them in the Ten Commandments ggich Lakish:

For in six days the Eternal made heaven and earth, the sea, and aling “g¥ — The master said above: 131 137 ¥ "y — R’
that is in them, and rested on the seventh day, 6 and theYochanan said to him: xw T2 DX yx 53 k5m — Why,
knowledge of the process of creation would remain with all of the Land Of.Israel is automatically pre-inspected! 3
individuals as a tradition from Moses who received the law on Sina nYsmp — Regarding what point do they [Reish Lakish and R’

together with the Oral Torah.

Yochanan] disagree? =2v "m ~ One master [Reish Lakish]
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holds that 5% Y8y Y1an 197 — the Flood descended in the
Land of Israel, n3p 7m — while the other master (R’
Yochanan] holds that 191 X% — it did not descend there.®
The Gemara elaborates:

PI¥? 73 M 31 mx — Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said:
W7 IR R0 oy — And both of them expounded the same
verse, only in different ways. Scripture states that God told the
prophet Ezekiel:™) o713, — Son of man! #9-nx — Say to
her [the Land of Israel]: X1 m9vn XS vy Ny — “You area
land that has not been cleansed; *nyyowamnwa XY — she has
not been rained upon on the day of fury.” nav My - R
Yochanan maintains:  X7p mann mmnx ~ The verse is to be
read as asking a rhetorical question: YR XY M SRy X
nx ~ O Land of Israel, are you not cleansed? 1oy 1171 mv3
oyy B3 nmwy — Did then the rains descend upon you on the
day of fury?® =3p wp% w1 — And Reish Lakish maintains:
o3 — The verse is to be read according to its plain meaning:
nR 77vR KD y1x — You are aland that was not cleansed,
nyyoia nmws 9y 1171 XY — for did not the rains descend upon
you on the day of fury?
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(Bereishit 7:19). "All the high mountains were covered that are under

all of heaven." Not all mountains were covered. The word "all" (kal) is
repeated and is a ribui achar ribui and comes to limit (I'mayeit). Thus,
according to one opinion in Zevachim 113 "the flood did not descend to
Eretz Israel." This is also the implication of "the high mountains were
covered that are under all of heaven" i. €., those mountains that have all

of heaven above them, which excludes the highest mountains whose tops are
in the clouds. And similarly the implication of "that are under all of

heaven" is those [mountains of the sort] that are found everywhere, which
excludes the very high mountains that are only [found] in a few places."

@ AisH. com (zeccae, BE/ING REMOY 615)
THE FLOOD WAS DIRECTED AGAINST CIVILIZED MAN

God decided to wipe out all vestige of civilized man. It is curious that all the peoples
surrounding the region of Mesopotamia have a flood myth as part of their cultural heritage.
There is also archeological evidence of a flood that covered the entire region. There is no
trace of the flood in Australia or the Americas, or any other region that was not culturally
attached to the cradle of civilization.

According to the thesis presented in this essay this makes perfect sense. The flood was truly
world wide, but the world referred to is the world of Adam, the civilized world. The rest of
the planet was still inhabited by Stone Age man, the creature created on the sixth day along
with the rest of the higher animals. That creature was never summoned to judgment, and
there was no reason to destroy his world.

While studying at the famed yeshivas of Chaim Berlin, Lakewood and the Mir in Jerusalem,
Rabbi Noson Weisz also received a degree in Microbiology from the University of Toronto,
M4 in Political Science at the New School for Social Research and his LLB Jfrom the

University of Toronto. Rabbi Weisz is currently a senior lecturer at Yeshiva Aish HaTorah
in Jerusalem.



