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Halacha 2 

What is the path [to attain] love and fear of Him? When a person 
contemplates His wondrous and great deeds and creations and 
appreciates His infinite wisdom that surpasses all comparison, he 
will immediately love, praise, and glorify [Him], yearning with 
tremendous desire to know [God's] great name, as David stated: 
"My soul thirsts for the Lord, for the living God" [Psalms 42:3]. 

When he [continues] to reflect on these same matters, he will 
immediately recoil in awe and fear, appreciating how he is a tiny, 
lowly, and dark creature, standing with his flimsy, limited, 
wisdom before He who is of perfect knowledge, as David stated: 
"When I see Your heavens, the work of Your fingers... [I wonder] 
what is man that You should recall Him" [Psalms 8:4-5]. 

Based on these concepts, I will explain important principles 
regarding the deeds of the Master of the worlds to provide a 
foothold for a person of understanding to [develop] love for God, 
as our Sages said regarding love: "In this manner, you will 
recognize He who spoke and [thus,] brought the world into 
being." 

1. Devarim 10:12 

3. Rambam  
1135-1204 

Hilchos Yesodei Ha’Torah 2:2 

2. Midrash Shocher Tov 
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4.  R’ Dovid Avudraham 
14th c. 

Birchos Ha’Shachar 

5. R’ Yosef Dov 
Soloveitchik 
1903-1993 

 
U’Vikashtem Misham 
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6. Berachos 33b 
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Fear without love—surely there is here a 
deficiency of love; love without fear—there is 
nothing here at all.   

7. Ritva (Berachos) 
R’ Yom Tov b. Avraham Asevilli 

(1250-1330) 

8. Ohr Ha’Chaim Ha’Kadosh 
R’ Chaim Ibn Attar 

1696-1743 

9. R’ Yitzchak Hutner 
Igros U’kesavim 
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10. Kli Yakar 

R’ Shlomo Efraim Luntschitz  
(1550–1619) 

11. R’ Shimshon 
Raphael Hirsch 

1808-1888 



Nothing	  to	  Fear	  But	  Fear	  Itself	  –	  Rabbi	  Efrem	  Goldberg	  

	   Boca	  Raton	  Synagogue	  -‐	  Page	  #7	  

	  

	  

12. Mesivta Gemara Berachos 


