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1. Shmuel 1, Chapter 17 
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National Park Declared Where David
Fought Goliath
Archaeologists claim a building unearthed at Khirbet Qeiyafa was
King David's 'Suburban Palace.'
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An aerial view of the Khirbet Qeiyafa dig Skyview/Archaeological Authority

A national park will be declared at Khirbet Qeiyafa and the Ela Valley,
southwest of Jerusalem, and a residential neighborhood that had been
planned next to the location will not be built. The area is believed to be the
spot where the young David fought Goliath, according to the Bible.

The decision was made by the Jerusalem District Committee for Planning
and Construction. The national park will stretch from Beit Natif in the east to
Khirbet Qeiyafa in the west, and the construction of the southern
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neighborhood of Ramat Beit Shemesh will be scrapped.

The decision is being hailed as a major accomplishment for the preservation
of nature in Israel, and as the product of successful cooperation between the
Israel Antiquities Authority and the Nature and Parks Authority.

Khirbet Qeiyafa, an ancient ruin atop a hill that borders the Ela Valley from
the north, is thought to be the Biblical city of Sha'arayim. The city is
heavily fortified, and is typical of other Judean cities that were established
during the period of the Kings, before the destruction of the First Temple. It
has been excavated since 2007 by archeologists Prof. Yosef Garfinkel from
Hebrew University, and Saar Ganor of the Antiquities Authority.

The site features three unique public buildings, the first of their kind ever
found in the Judean area. The buildings date to the tenth century before the
Common Era – the period in which King David reigned in Jerusalem.

Garfinkel and Ganor have claimed that one of the buildings is indeed a
palace used by King David himself.

The Head of the Preservation Administration within the Antiquities Authority,
Raanan Kislev, issued a statement hailing what he called a “dramatic” and
“unprecedented” decision, that establishes “a policy of planning that sees
preservation of heritage a value equal in importance to the urgent need for
housing units and development.”

Yuval Peled, who heads the Development Section in the Nature and Parks
Authority, also congratulated the District Committee for its decision, which
“will enable future generations to feel the past in the scenery of the present,
and to understand the setting of the historical story of the battle of David and
Goliath, a battle that has historical significance for the nation in Zion and the
entire world.”
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3. Targum Shmuel  

4. Shmuel I, Chapter 1 

5. Mishna  
Sota 42a 
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6. Gemara Sota 42b 



Dovid	
  Ha’Melech	
  &	
  Goliath	
  –	
  Who	
  was	
  the	
  Underdog?	
  –	
  Rabbi	
  Efrem	
  Goldberg	
  

	
   Boca	
  Raton	
  Synagogue	
  -­‐	
  Page	
  #7	
  

	
  

Now David volunteered to fight the Pelishti as soon as he heard 
what would be done to the man who kills him… For he relied on 
the fact that Shmuel had designated him for the kingship, and it 
was as if he thought that this would be the means to fulfill the will 
of God regarding the flowering of his kingdom. For as the son-in-
law of the king it would be possible for him to successfully reach 
kingship. 

7. Maharal 
R’ Yehudah Loew of Prague 

1520-1609 
Chiddushei Aggados 

8. Ralbag 
R” Levi ben Gershon  

(1288–1344) 
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It is possible, however, that David's question was not a simple request for information, but 
rather an exclamation of his great astonishment. After hearing about the promised reward, 
David expressed his astonishment about the very need for such a great prize; surely every 
man in Israel must have a personal interest in removing the reproach from Israel. Who is 
this uncircumcised Pelishti that he can taunt the armies of the living God, and everyone is 
so afraid of him?! 	
  

9. R’ Amnon Bazak 
Rebbe, Yeshivat Har Etzion 

http://vbm-torah.org/archive/shmuel/33shmuel.htm 
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 What does this portrayal mean? First, it is significant that Shaul dresses David in Shaul's own apparel. This act may 
attest to personal intimacy, as does Yonatan's act in the next chapter: "And Yonatan stripped himself of the robe that was upon 
him, and gave it to David, and his apparel, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle" (18:4). It may also symbolize a 
transfer of authority, as we find in other contexts. It is in this manner, for example, that the High Priesthood is passed over to 
Elazar prior to Aharon's death: "Take Aharon and Elazar his son, and bring them up to Mount Chor. And strip Aharon of his 
garments, and put them upon Elazar his son. And Aharon shall be gathered to his people, and shall die there" (Bamidbar 20:25-
26). This is also one way to understand what Eliyahu did when he came to anoint Elisha as prophet in his place: "And Eliyahu 
passed by him, and cast his mantle on him" (I Melakhim 19:19). The fact that Shaul dresses David in his apparel symbolizes, 
then, the beginning of the realization of Shmuel's prophecy, which also related with Shaul's clothing: "…He laid hold upon the 
skirt of his robe, and it rent. And Shmuel said unto him, 'The Lord has rent the kingdom of Israel from you this day, and has 
given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you'" (16:27-28). 
  
 This picture, however, also contains an ironic element. Shaul sees the battle as an ordinary battle, and David as an 
ordinary warrior, and he therefore tries to outfit him with the best possible battle gear: his own equipment. It seems, however, 
that David already understands that this battle will not be fought in the manner chosen by the Pelishti. In that manner, he would 
have no realistic possibility of victory, and David does not expect a miracle running so counter to nature, victory in a face-to-face 
battle with a well-armed giant. David understands that the key to victory – with the help of God, but in a way that appears to be 
natural – lies in his ability to exploit the Pelishti's weak spots, while utilizing his own natural talents. 
  

15. Shmuel 13:22 

16. Shmuel 18:10 

17. Shmuel 19:9 

18. Shmuel 20:32 

19. Shmuel 26:7 
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These words speak for themselves. Nevertheless, attention should be paid to a point that is stressed in David's 
words – the matter of the sword and the spear: "You come to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a 
javelin; but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel… and that all this 
assembly may know that the Lord saves not with sword and spear…." This emphasis is not by chance, for once 
again, later in the chapter, Scripture emphasizes: "So David prevailed over the Pelishti with a sling and with a 
stone, and smote the Pelishti, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David" (v. 50). Moreover, in 
the end, Golyat's sword serves only one purpose: "And David ran, and stood over the Pelishti, and took his sword, 
and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith" (v. 51).  
  
 The twofold contrast between Divine deliverance and the sword and the spear is directed first and 
foremost at Golyat, but it seems to be aimed also at Shaul. Many times throughout the book, Shaul appears 
together with his sword and spear – as one who is in constant need of personal protection and does not feel safe 
without his sword and spear in his hand:  

The contrast between Shaul's trust in his sword and spear and his lack of trust in God, which found expression 
in several of Shaul's battles, creates a difficult parallel between Shaul and Golyat. The ironic tragedy is that 
Shaul's end was similar to that of Golyat – dying by his own sword, which had failed to protect him: 
  

Then said Shaul to his armor-bearer, "Draw your sword, and thrust me through therewith; lest 
these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and make a mock of me." But his armor-bearer 
would not, for he was sore afraid. Therefore Shaul took his sword, and fell upon it. (31:4)1[9] 
  

 Standing out against this phenomenon are David's great faith and the principal message in his words, 
which was so lacking in Shaul for the entire length of his kingship in general and at the beginning of the present 
campaign in particular:  

  
The Lord saves not with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord's. 
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It would appear that the Pelishtim's flight stemmed precisely from this condition and expressed their unwillingness to comply with the 
conditions that had been fixed at the outset. It is reasonable to assume that the Pelishtim had never seriously accepted these conditions, for they 
had no doubt whatsoever that no one would be found capable of defeating Golyat in battle. Golyat's sudden and unexpected death found the 
Pelishtim in a situation that they had never dreamed of; therefore, instead of admitting defeat and surrendering to Israel, they took flight. This 
step, however, supplied Israel with the justification to pursue them. Encouraged by David's moral victory over Golyat, the men of Israel chased 
after the Pelishtim and routed them. 

  
Scripture deals with the personal plain in a single verse:  

  
(54) And David took the head of the Pelishti, and brought it to Jerusalem; but he put his equipment in his tent. 

  
 Both halves of the verse are difficult. The first half is difficult because during this period, Jerusalem had no significance – it was in 
the hands of Yevusites.1[1] It seems, then, that this verse is not describing what happened at that time, but at a much later period,1[2] when 
David had already chosen Jerusalem as his capital city, and perhaps even as the site of the Temple. In this light, we understand bringing 
Golyat's head to Jerusalem, for, as we have noted in the past, it was common practice at the time to bring the spoils of victory to a temple in 
order to give expression to the recognition that the victory came from one's god.1[3] 
  
 The second half of the verse is also difficult. Golyat's most prominent piece of equipment was his sword, and that we will meet once 
again in Nov, the city of the priests: 
  

And David said unto Achimelekh, "And is there perhaps here under your hand spear or sword? For I have neither brought my sword 
nor my weapons with me, because the king's business required haste." And the priest said, "The sword of Golyat the Pelishti, whom 
you slew in the vale of Ela, behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth behind the efod; if you will take that, take it, for there is no other 
save that here." And David said, "There is none like that; give it to me." (21:9-10) 

  
 If we assume that our verse relates to a later period, this problem can also be solved. The sword was, indeed, first brought to the 
Mishkan in Nov, as part of the aforementioned practice of attributing victory to God. Later, David received the sword from Achimelekh, and 
from that time on it remained with him, until in the end he was able to set it down in his tent. 
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