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Deuteronomy 20:10 says, "you shall call to it for peace", but that is 
where they have not acted upon Israel. Where they have acted 
toward Israel, such as here [Shechem] where they had broken forth, 
doing this repellent thing, then even though only one of them had 
done it, since they had attacked first, Israel was permitted to 
respond. So, too, for all wars... since there were those among the 
nation who had harmed them, they were permitted to go to war 
against them.. 
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"In	  practice,	  there	  is	  insufficient	  basis	  to	  permit	  action	  against	  an	  
entire	  community	   that	  has	   failed	   to	  execute	   its	  duty	  and	  remove	  
murderers	   from	   its	   midst	   so	   long	   as	   it	   is	   reasonable	   to	   excuse	  
them	  with	  the	  claim	  of	  fear,	  pressure,	  and	  the	  like."	  
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