
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 

March 2021
St. Bartholomew’s is an inclusive and affirming faith community, welcoming all. 

St. Patrick's Day is March 17th

abbey
Underline

abbey
Cross-Out



Losing Our Lives to the Way of Love

Beloved in Christ,

Even though I have been assured that we are not out of the woods on Minnesota’s winter just yet, 
it is already beginning to feel like spring to me because baseball’s spring training is fully up and 
running. As an unapologetic and unrepentant baseball obsessive, it won’t be long before I can dive 
fully into mountains of statistics and spend part of a warming day tuning into a game, losing 
myself in it completely, as the noise and stress around me fade into the background.

In the gospel lesson appointed for this past Sunday, Jesus told the crowd: "For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, 
will save it.” In the economy of grace, you have to lose it to save it. While for Jesus, and for so 
many of his disciples throughout history and up to our own day, that meant literally losing their 
life, there is a deeper and more primary way this paradox works. Just as someone can get 
completely lost in a baseball game, or gardening, or as artists talk about being in ’the zone’ or a 
'flow state,' the life of discipleship involves focusing on the way of love with such singularity that it 
becomes what drives us in every moment, every encounter, and every decision we face. For Jesus, 
as for so many of the saints and martyrs through history, they were so singularly focused on God’s 
mission of healing the world with love that not even the threat of violence and death deterred 
them. I pray that each of us might burn with that same unquenchable fire as we walk the road in 
front of us.

Keeping our focus on the way of love seems particularly important as the trial of the officers who 
killed George Floyd last year begins next week in Minneapolis. The deep pain and injustice that 
that killing exposed again are still very much felt and present, and reliving the events of last May 
and June will be hard for the state and the nation. In the coming weeks, I invite your fervent 
prayers for love, for justice, and for deep transformation of our own hearts, and the systems and 
communities we inhabit and steward together. 

Keep the faith,

The Right Reverend Craig Loya 
X Bishop
Episcopal Church in Minnesota



St. Bartholomew's is Re-Opening for Worship

It has been nearly a year since our last in person gathering and we are excited to announce that 
the St. Bart's Bishop's Committee has voted to re-open the church for in-person worship. 
On the condition that Beltrami County’s COVID-19 positivity rate remains the same or less as of 

the March 7th BC meeting.

Planned gathering dates:

March 28 - Palm Sunday 9:00 am

April 1 - Maundy Thursday 6:00 pm

April 2 - Good Friday 6:00 pm

April 4 - Easter Sunday 9:00 am

If you are planning to gather in the building there are some rules we ask that you follow for the 
safety of yourself and for the safety of others.

1. Masks are required! Please wear a mask upon entering the building and leave your mask on
for your entire stay in the building. If you forget your mask at home we will have a limited
number disposable masks available for you to use.

2. Feeling Sick? Please stay home. If you have any symptoms of an illness, please refrain from
entering the building.

3. Wash Your Hands! We ask that upon entering the building that you wash your hands. This
will hopefully prevent the spread of any germs you may have brought in with you from
outside. We also have a number of hand sanitizer stations throughout the main floor.

4. Remain Upstairs. At this time only the main level of the building is open. We ask that you
do not go downstairs to use the bathrooms, kitchen, etc.

5. Social Distancing. Please continue to practice safe social distancing while we gather. Certain
pews will be closed off as we try to maintain a safe seating arrangement. This also means
being creative during the Peace, instead of handshakes and hugs please consider elbow
bumps, waving from a distance, throwing the peace sign, or maybe doing a happy little jig!

6. No Coffee Hour. We will not be gathering indoors for coffee hour. You are welcome to
socialize outside after the service.

7. Sign In. We are asking that everyone who enters the building please sign in. A sign in sheet
is located in the main entrance.



Bishop’s Committee Report March Newsletter

St. Bart’s Bishop’s Committee met Feb. 9th and March 7th via zoom. We welcomed 
the newly\elected members, Henry Ambelang and Marilyn Levine. The following 
were elected officers:\Carol Carpenter, Sr. Warden, Danae Lund & Marilyn Levine 
Jr. Warden; Danae also volunteered to be clerk for our meetings, relieving Abbey 
Bakker who has been clerk for the past few years. Thank you, Abbey and Danae.
\Eric Lund will continue as St. Bart’s Treasurer.

We voted unanimously to accept the 2021 Budget as approved by the congregation 
at the Annual Meeting Jan. 31, 2021.

Other business brought before the Bishop’s Committee (BC) included approval to 
purchase the\current copier from Marco Technologies, LLC. Our monthly lease 
was up, and the committee\decided to accept their reasonable price offer. We also 
created a contract with Abbey in January to include her rate of pay, hours served 
and clarify cleaning services. We are still considering\repair of the kitchen door in 
the undercroft. Vicar Cobb was granted time off in March and April. He also asked 
if St. Bart’s would be willing to give some of their extra pews to St. John’s, Onigum. 
This request was tabled until more facts can be gathered.

After almost a year with no worship or entry into the building, I’m happy to say 
that the BC decided that we could regather beginning March 28, Palm Sunday, 
Holy Week and EASTER on the condition that Beltrami County’s COVID-19 
positivity rate remained the same or less as of the March 7th BC meeting! More 
information will follow, but we can worship together again following all CDC 
guidelines for personal safety.

The Bishop’s Committee will meet for a four-hour workshop Saturday, March 20. 
The purpose will be to become better acquainted with our role in the church, to 
discern what it means to be a Beloved Community and to apply that to our stated 
Mission/Vision statements.

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Carpenter, Sr. Warden
218-209-5733
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Please RSVP!

If you are planning to join us for in-person services for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday or Easter Sunday we ask that you please RSVP.

This will help us plan the safest seating arrangement possible and give us an idea of how 
many people we should be expecting in the building.

An RSVP form has already been email out to you! If you did not recieve the email you can 
find the form by following this link: https://forms.gle/gaUM8w8TNFyyCaK78. 

If you are unable to RSVP online, please call Carol Carpenter at 218-209-5733 and let us 
know which days you are planning on attending and with how many!
) Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that you pull out when in trouble, but it is a
"steering wheel" that directs the right path throughout the journey.

) So why is a car's windshield so large and the rear view mirror so small?Because  our
past is not as important as our future. So, look ahead and move on.

) Friendship is like a book. It takes a few minutes to burn, but it takes years to write.

) All things in life are temporary. If going well, enjoy it, they will not last forever. If
going wrong, don't worry, they can't last long either.

) Old friends are gold! New friends are diamond! If you get a diamond, don't forget the
gold! Because to hold a diamond, you always need a base of gold!

) Often when we lose hope and think this is the end, God smiles from above and says,
"relax, sweetheart, it's just a bend, not the end!"

) When God solves your problems, you have faith in his abilities; when God doesn't
solve your problems he has faith in your abilities.

) A blind person asked St. Anthony: "can there be anything worse than losing eye sight?"
He replied: "Yes, losing your vision!"

) When you pray for others, God listens to you and blesses them and sometimes, when
you are safe and happy, remember that someone has prayed for you.

0)Worrying does not take away tomorrow's troubles, it takes away today's peace.

Laymen's Ten Commandments - Submitted by Danny Stone

https://forms.gle/GeHgbBqNLw7gDNFS7


A Little Humor...

ECW Meeting Summary 

The February ECW meeting was held with 6 members present. Checks were written for budgeted 
items. Habitat for Humanity, $200, and Bemidji Community Food Shelf, $500.

Election of officers was held. Helen was elected President, Penny as VP, Marilyn as Secretary and 
Bea as Treasurer.

A thank you note and a gift certificate for $50. will be sent to Donna for her years of dedicated 
service as ECW President.

A budget was set for 2021. Milly reported on Tubs Of Love. $1,820.00 was donated and 7 families 
received Tubs.

The next meeting will be held April 10th at 10:00 in the Fireside Room at St. Barts.



Pray
ers

Please let our committee know of any cares, 
concerns, joys or thanksgivings you’d like us to pray 

for.

Carol Carpenter, Claire Buhn, Milly Olafson, 
Marilyn Levine, Charlie Champlin, Danny Stone 

and Vicar Cobb

For the “aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and 
for the sick and the suffering,” especially;

Erica, Matthew, David, Tom, Carrie, Bob, Tom, Ann, Margie, Catherine, Charlie, Michele D, Michelle, 
Teresa, Nancy, Rheta, Barry, Helen, Lenny, Bill, Carolyn, Shirley, Cherise, Kathy, Steffany, Sarah, Jill, 
Maris, Fr. Bill Butcher, John Rock,  and Arnie.

For “all who have died in the hope of the resurrection and for all the departed,” we pray especially for;

Rev. Steve Schmit, Gretchen Hazard, Pete Bohn, Carol Merrill & Edith Jessen may they rest in peace 
and light eternal.

Please keep the following in your special prayers for comfort and healing:

Helen Winge had back surgery March 15th.

Tom and Carrie Jessen mourn the recent loss of Tom's mother, Edith Jessen.

Penny Olson's husband Arne is suffering from blood clots.

Tom Allen is at Nielsen Place and Ann coping at home.

Saint Bartholomew’s pastoral care team and parish family,

Thank you all for your prayers during the last months as Matt and I journey 
through this wilderness called cancer diagnosis and treatment.  Through your 
prayers, I have experienced the connection that we all believe to be true - that 
Jesus is always in communion with us.  There definitely were some
tough days and nights, but I always felt held, safe and loved.

With deep gratitude, Erica



Deadline for the April Newsletter is April 
6th. Please email your stories, photos, news, 
memories and announcements to 
stbartschurch@gmail.com
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	Jack Buhn’s Report on
	2020 Diocesan Convention All Sessions Via Zoom or Facebook
	Friday evening
	Friday, Sept. 25, 2020:
	This session was held via Zoom. There was a delay in getting started because Zoom had implemented another step for participants entering their program, this step was not there for our rehearsal a week prior.
	
	Nominations and Elections: The major portion of this session was given over to the process for electing candidates for the various elected bodies. We were advised there could be hiccups due to the unfamiliar technology being utilized. There were some, but all-in-all the elections went quite smooth. The results of these elections will be published in the next ECMN Newsletter.
	The Treasurer’s report noted that because of all the Covid related congregant cancellations, ECMN’s financial picture remains quite strong. However, they are being very cautious. There have been missioners on ECMN Staff who have departed, but these positions have not been replaced as of yet. They are closely watching the pandemic trends and Bishop Loya and his staff review this situation on a monthly basis.
	Bishop Loya’s Address
	Saturday, Sept. 26, 2020:
	His speech, via Facebook, to the convention was indeed inspirational. He is an excellent preacher! His main message to us is that he is asking us to join him in living the life of Jesus. Which he then prioritized into four (4) areas:
	Discipleship
	Innovation
	Justice
	Vitality
	He talked at length about each area. The above priorities will frame our collective work in the years to come. Ambitious, but he most certainly believes we can do this together. After his speech, there were workshops in each of the above areas that he had talked about in his address. In the attached pages I have included detailed descriptions of those workshops that followed. These descriptions will provide you with additional insight into his plan for ECMN.
	He has traveled the state extensively, even had his picture taken with Matt down on the lakefront with Paul & Babe! He stated there are 94 different churches in ECMN. However, he said he would rather like to think of this situation in this way, there is one church in 94 different locations. Good thought.
	
	His address is available from ECMN. Continued…
	Jack Buhn’s Report On
	2020 Diocesan Convention Continued…
	
	Workshop Descriptions
	2020 ECMN Convention
	Innovation and Vitality:  A Radical Revisioning of Church
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	2020 ECMN Convention
	Justice: Introduction to Sacred Ground: A Film-Based Dialogue Series on Race & Faith
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