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ST. BART’S NEWS
Sacred Art || Poetry and Music || Public Art 

Mothers and Daughters: Erica, Emily Cobb along with Rosetta, Zildja Peters

Submitted by Vicar Cobb: Whenever I think of ministries of the local church as a body, a living 

collective whole, there is an understanding that comes along with it in the form of gut intuition. We 

really are all related and have the capacity to be aware of our connection to everything. For 

illustration, when a body collective comes together to be consciously connected to the Divine Spark 

within all things, co-creativity happens. When we are co-creative with God and each other an Art of 

Possibility arises from Agape, Divine Love, that reveals to us our hidden wholeness as a collective 

soul. It is quite natural and possible for that collective soul afire in the Holy Spirit to surpass the 

human institution of local church and realize the church universal (aka, catholic). As this may happen 

quite spontaneously or incrementally, we as practitioners of the Christian faith are required by our 

Baptismal Covenant to be alert and work diligently for the reign of God. 

One of the best ways to discover our co-creative side as a collective soul is through the arts and 

cultural heritage. Recently, at St. Bart’s we welcomed several artists and cultural activists to perform 

and work alongside us, in order to surpass the local to see the possibility of the universal here with 

and within us. In reality, Emily Cobb, Dimitri Kadiev, Rosetta Peters and James Everest were co-
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conspirators in the co-creative process of sacred activism at St. Bart’s. On May 19 at 7:30 pm, Peters 

and Everest performed a poetry and music concert in the sanctuary, while the first of two murals were

being painted by Emily and Dimitri in the Narthex. The co-creative energy of two pairs of coupled 

artists gathered together in the name of Christ was palpable and transformative for all in attendance. 

Art and cultural heritage have a way of transporting us back to our roots as human beings and 

showing us our common humanity. Co-creativity with God pre-dates all human institutions and world

religions, which gives it the innate capacity to inspire us to surpass all our collective wisdoms and go 

for the ultimate truth and beauty found in the Universal Christ. We look forward to our June guest 

artists on June 19 and 23. Please stay tuned as the Holy Spirit continues to transpire with and within 

us as a collective and universal body of Christ. 
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From the Outreach Coordinator 
Our next outreach event is the celebration of Juneteeth, which commemorates the liberation
of African-American slaves in Galveston, TX in 1865, roughly 900 days after President 
Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation. This celebration has spread across the 
country and is well established in some parts, but this may well be the first time it has been 
celebrated publicly in Bemidji. The 900 days is still hugely relevant, as there is often a long 
delay between a declaration of good intent or the passage of human rights into law before 
they are fully realized and implemented. We still have a lot of work to do towards dismantling
racism within Bemidji and across the nation, and marking this day is a way to welcome and 
be truly inclusive to folks who have recently arrived in Bemidji from places like Texas where 
this day is deeply rooted in the culture, to remembering that the largely Scandinavian 
immigrant population in Bemidji in the late 19th century were largely attracted to the fight to 
abolish slavery in the South but may have been blind to the effects of the Indian Removal 
act and racist violence towards the original inhabitants of Northern Minnesota. In 
conversations about our plans with partner organizations and with Vicar Matthew Cobb, I’ve 
been inspired to discover and learn much about the Episcopal Church’s commitment to 
building racial equity and encourage everyone to explore their feelings, research previous 
work on these issues by the Episcopal Church, and be prepared to help put on a great 
event.

Our plan is to have an event in the greenspace/lot across the street on Irvine, including a 
barbecue or feast on Wednesday, June 19th, with the church building available for meetings 
and presentations, tours and/or a refuge from any inclement weather. We’re inviting some of
the partners to come and table and highlight their service programs that we traditionally 
support with cash contributions and labor, e.g. People’s Church and the Bemidji Community 
Food Shelf. We’ve also invited a few organizations to table and contribute to the program 
with their advocacy and policy programs around environmental justice and building racial 
equity into the green power economy we will require if we choose to survive the climate 
crisis as a just society. I see our contribution of space, inspiration and money behind 
promoting the celebration to be fair and sufficient based on my experience with similar 
events, but if you are inspired to contribute to the event your time and money, we’re happy 
to have extra hands and help. You
can e-mail me your request to be
included in planning at: 
soren.c.sorensen@gmail.com 

Thank you!

Be free! 4

We made a commitment to live into being the 
Jesus Movement by committing to evangelism 
and the work of reconciliation — beginning 

with racial reconciliation … across the borders 
and boundaries that divide the human family of 

God. This is difficult work. But we can do it. 
It’s about listening and sharing. It’s about 

God.”  ~ Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

First City Hand Bell Choir
The Bemidji Area Church Musicians present First City Handbell Choir in a

30 minute recital at St. Bartholomew’s Church! Wednesday June 5th at 
12:00pm. A free will offering will be received. A luncheon will be served 
following the concert. There will be a charge for the luncheon.

Junteenth Celebration
Join us in the greenspace/lot across the street for our Junteenth 

Celebration! Wednesday June 19th from 5pm to 8pm. More details to follow.

Treasurer Needed
St. Bart’s will need a new Treasurer beginning 1/1/2020. See Jack or Art 

to volunteer!

July Newsletter
Please have all announcements, calendar items, photos, or writings submitted

by June 29th.
Drop them off in the office or email to: StBartsBemidjiWeb@gmail.com

If you have any notices or events that you would like added to the St. Bart’s
website calendar please email the information to

StBartsBemidjiWeb@gmail.com
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S SCHEDULE FOR JUNE 2019 

If you cannot serve on the Sunday you are scheduled, please find a substitute and mark it
on the bulletin board, allowing a change in the bulletin before publication.

Sunday, June 2
Priest: Vicar Matt
Deacon: Charlie
Acolyte: Eric
Lector: Marilyn
Intercessor: Marilyn
Cantor: Julie
Greeters: Chuck & Danny
Altar Guild: Susan
Musician: Carol J
Coffee Hour: Bea & Penny

Sunday, June 9
Priest: Vicar Matt
Deacon: Charlie
Acolyte: Danny
Lector: Chuck
Intercessor: Chuck
Cantor: Julie
Greeters: Tom & Carrie
Altar Guild: Terri
Musician: Julie
Coffee Hour: Milly & TBA

Sunday, June 16
Priest: Vicar Matt
Deacon: Charlie
Acolyte: Eric
Lector: Susan
Intercessor: Larry
Cantor: ~TBA~
Greeters: ~TBA~
Altar Guild: Carol C
Musician: Marilyn 
Coffee Hour: Susan & Betsy

Sunday, June 23
Priest: Vicar Matt
Deacon: Charlie
Acolyte: Kit
Lector: Betsy
Intercessor: Betsy
Cantor: ~TBA~
Greeters: Tom & Carrie
Altar Gild: Jeanne
Musician: Marilyn
Coffee Hour: Donna & Carol C

Sunday, June 30
Priest: Vicar Matt
Deacon: Charlie
Acolyte: Marilyn
Lector: Eric
Intercessor: Eric
Cantor: ~TBA~
Greeters: Tom & Carrie
Altar Guild: Terri
Musician: Carol J
Coffee Hour: Suzanne & Marilyn

GREETERS: Welcome parishioners and 
guests. Pass out bulletins. Close sanctuary 
doors at 9:45. Take up the elements during 
Offertory Hymn. Pass the offering plates.
LECTORS: Read the first and second 
lessons. If there is no cantor, also read the 
psalm.
ACOLYTES: Light candles before the 
service begins. Carry the cross to the altar 
and place it in its holder. Help Vicar set up 
Communion table. 
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