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LO
V
E is patient,

love is kind.

it does not envy,

it does not boast,

it is not proud.

it does not dishonor others,

it is not self-seeking,

it is not easily angered,

it keeps no record of wrongs.

love does not delight in evil

but rejoices with the truth.

it always protects, always trusts,

always hopes, always perseveres.

LOVE NEVER FAILS.

1 Corinthians 13: 4-8

Valentine's Day is February 14th
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What Does Love Look Like?

Last week, I added my signature to this open letter asking Governor Walz to stop 
construction on the Enbridge Line 3 Pipeline. As many of you know, I have also attended 
and spoken at several demonstrations against construction of the line, led by our partners at 
MN Interfaith Power and Light. I signed the letter and spoke at these events because, as a 
follower of Jesus, caring for creation is one of the clearest moral imperatives I have been 
given. Indeed, according to scripture, stewardship of the environment is the original and 
primary human vocation (Genesis 2:15). Not only does the proposed line pose a serious 
threat to critical Minnesota forests and and waters, it also violates treaty rights with 
Indigenous people. My opposition to the line is not a matter of political preference, but 
moral and spiritual vocation.

While the gospel of Jesus is never partisan, it is always necessarily public. Following Jesus 
always calls us to use our voice and vote in the public sphere, not to advance a particular 
party’s platform, but to witness to Jesus’ way of love in the world. There is more than 
enough political rancor and discord in our nation in this moment, and it is never helpful if 
we are simply adding our own voices to that violent cacophony. We are not called to win in 
the public square, we are called to love in the public square. When we vote, when we engage 
in public policy advocacy, when we offer our voice to the world, if we keep our views and 
our words grounded in Jesus, if our actions are an answer to the question: “what does love 
look like?” then we know we are being faithful to what God is asking of us.

I encourage you to sign onto the letter as you feel moved, and even more importantly, to be 
asking the question as individuals, as families, and as faith communities, what does love for 
the earth look like? What does love for our nation’s first people’s look like? What does love 
for my neighbor who disagrees with me look like? Those questions will animate our lives, 
help us become the fullest and truest versions of who God has created us to be, and lend 
whatever short life we have been given to God’s project of healing and saving the whole 
world. What does love look like?

The Right Reverend Craig Loya 
X Bishop
Episcopal Church in Minnesota

https://files.constantcontact.com/b9baf549001/bc32bf2a-276d-4cf9-8e33-37aae742907c.pdf
https://www.mnipl.org/what-we-do/take-action/pipelines/
https://www.stopline3.org/take-action


Who Was Saint Valentine?

Although not many Episcopalians observe the Feast of St. Valentine, quite a few give out candy 
hearts on February 14. So, who was St. Valentine?

Well, it’s a little hazy. Maybe multiple people: There’s a Valentine who was a Roman priest and 
physician killed by Emperor Claudius II for marrying Christian couples. There was also a 
Valentine who was the bishop of Terni in Italy. He was also probably martyred sometime around 
270 A.D. (reports date his death at 267, 270, 273, 280, and 300 A.D). They may have been the 
same person. He (or they) may have been executed for trying to convert the emperor or aiding 
persecuted Christians or refusing to sacrifice to pagan Gods.

Pope Gelasius officially dedicated February 14th to St. Valentine in 496 AD. There are a couple 
possible reasons for that date. He may have been killed on February 14 or it may be the day he 
was buried. It’s also possible the date was chosen in an attempt to Christianize the pagan feast of 
Lupercalia, which took place around that time and involved sacrifices, drinking, and beating 
people with the hides of animals while naked.

Coinciding with Lupercalia, which was associated with fertility, may be one of the reasons 
Valentine’s Day is associated with romantic love. There’s also a legend that Valentine fell in love 
with the blind daughter of his jailer (or judge, depending on the source). He supposedly signed 
his letter to her, “from your Valentine,” and restored her sight. This is most likely just a legend.

Valentine’s Day falls near Galatin’s Day (Galatin means “lover of women”), which was celebrated 
by the Normans. People may have just gotten confused at some point.

Or the association with romantic love may be 
Chaucer’s fault. He called Valentine’s Day the 
day “when every fowl cometh there to chose his 
mate.” Shakespeare helped romanticize the 
holiday, too.

Though many of the associations with Valentine 
may have accumulated over the centuries, there 
really was a Valentine. Archeologists have found 
a Roman catacomb and church dedicated to him.

Today, in addition to being the supposed reason 
for all those chocolate hearts and roses, he is also 
the patron saint of beekeepers, engaged couples, 
epilepsy, fainting, greetings, happy marriages, 
travelers, young people, and plague.



The Lund Family ringing the bell!



St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church Annual Meeting

The 2020 annual meeting was held January 31st 2021 at 12:00 pm. Due to the 
ongoing Covid-19 situation, the meeting was held virtually via Zoom.  The 
meeting was attended by 15 members. 

A vote was held to fill two vacancies on the Bishop's Committee. Marilyn 
Levine and Henry Ambelang were both voted unanimously to fill the seats 
vacated by Julie Loxtercamp and Terri Ayers, both of whom have served out 
their full terms. 

Nominations where also held for delegate to the ECMN annual convention 
and Northwestern Area Mission. Abbey Bakker was nominated, but declined 
the nomination. Soren Sorensen was nominated as delegate and was elected 
to the position. 

A full copy of the Annual Meeting Minutes are available by request and can 
be found on our website episcopalbemidji.org.

REMINDER:

The church building continues to remain closed. 

Office Hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. The doors will 
remain locked during business hours, please call/email or knock loudly!



A Little Humor...

ECW MEETING

The next ECW meeting will be held February 20th at 
10:00 am in the Fireside Room. If you plan on attending, 

please email Carol Carpenter to reserve your spot. 
carpen@paulbunyan.net 

No food will be served.

Masks must be worn in the building.



Pray
ers

Please let our committee know of any cares, 
concerns, joys or thanksgivings you’d like us to pray 

for.

Carol Carpenter, Claire Buhn, Milly Olafson, 
Marilyn Levine, Charlie Champlin, Danny Stone 

and Vicar Cobb

For the “aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and 
for the sick and the suffering,” especially;

David, Erica, Matthew, Tom, Ann, Margie, Catherine, Charlie, Michele D., Michelle & Teresa, Nancy, 
Rheta, Barry, Helen, Rodney, Lenny & Bill, Carolyn, Shirley, Cherise, Edie, Bob, Kathy, Steffany, Sarah, 
Jill, Maris, Fr. Bill Butcher, John Rock, Jennifer & Family

For “all who have died in the hope of the resurrection and for all the departed,” we pray especially for;

Rev. Steve Schmit, Pete Bohn, & Carol Merrill may they rest in peace and light eternal.



Deadline for the March Newsletter is 
February 28th. Please email your stories, 
photos, news, memories and announcements 
to stbartschurch@gmail.com
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	Jack Buhn’s Report on
	2020 Diocesan Convention All Sessions Via Zoom or Facebook
	Friday evening
	Friday, Sept. 25, 2020:
	This session was held via Zoom. There was a delay in getting started because Zoom had implemented another step for participants entering their program, this step was not there for our rehearsal a week prior.
	
	Nominations and Elections: The major portion of this session was given over to the process for electing candidates for the various elected bodies. We were advised there could be hiccups due to the unfamiliar technology being utilized. There were some, but all-in-all the elections went quite smooth. The results of these elections will be published in the next ECMN Newsletter.
	The Treasurer’s report noted that because of all the Covid related congregant cancellations, ECMN’s financial picture remains quite strong. However, they are being very cautious. There have been missioners on ECMN Staff who have departed, but these positions have not been replaced as of yet. They are closely watching the pandemic trends and Bishop Loya and his staff review this situation on a monthly basis.
	Bishop Loya’s Address
	Saturday, Sept. 26, 2020:
	His speech, via Facebook, to the convention was indeed inspirational. He is an excellent preacher! His main message to us is that he is asking us to join him in living the life of Jesus. Which he then prioritized into four (4) areas:
	Discipleship
	Innovation
	Justice
	Vitality
	He talked at length about each area. The above priorities will frame our collective work in the years to come. Ambitious, but he most certainly believes we can do this together. After his speech, there were workshops in each of the above areas that he had talked about in his address. In the attached pages I have included detailed descriptions of those workshops that followed. These descriptions will provide you with additional insight into his plan for ECMN.
	He has traveled the state extensively, even had his picture taken with Matt down on the lakefront with Paul & Babe! He stated there are 94 different churches in ECMN. However, he said he would rather like to think of this situation in this way, there is one church in 94 different locations. Good thought.
	
	His address is available from ECMN. Continued…
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	2020 ECMN Convention
	Innovation and Vitality:  A Radical Revisioning of Church
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	2020 ECMN Convention
	Justice: Introduction to Sacred Ground: A Film-Based Dialogue Series on Race & Faith
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