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April 2021
St. Bartholomew’s is an inclusive and affirming faith community, welcoming all. 

Earth Day is April 22nd 

All things bright and beautiful,
all creatures great and small,

all things wise and wonderful,
the Lord God made them all.

Each little flower that opens,
each little bird that sings,

he made their glowing colors,
he made their tiny wings.

The purple-headed mountain,
the river running by,

the sunset, and the morning
that brightens up the sky.

The cold wind in the winter,
the pleasant summer sun,

the ripe fruits in the garden,
he made them every one.

He gave us eyes to see them,
and lips that we might tell

how great is God Almighty,
who has made all things well.
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Today’s verdict in the trial of Derek Chauvin for the murder of George Floyd will 
undoubtedly bring a sense of justice, and even relief, to many, many people in Minnesota 
and around the nation. Our history is full of examples of the legal system’s failure to hold 
public servants accountable for violence against Black, brown, and Indigenous bodies, so 
today is an important step in the direction of a more just society. 

At the same time, Mr. Floyd’s murder is a symptom of a deep sickness that infects every 
one of us, and every institution that makes up the fabric of our common life. One verdict, 
however momentous, will not heal this sickness that lies deep inside us.  If we are to be 
faithful to the call of the gospel, joining the Spirit’s work of healing and liberation must 
now form a core part of how we spend the rest of our lives. As we move forward together, 
there are several things to bear in mind about what it means for us as disciples of Jesus 
to join this work.  

First, this work does not happen quickly. Over the last several centuries, racism has so 
thoroughly informed how we live together in the world that it is programmed into every 
public and private institution, every education, criminal justice, banking, and housing 
policy, and indeed, even the very cells that make up our bodies. Every aspect of our life 
as a nation is engineered to advantage some and disadvantage others based on the race 
they appear to belong to. It took several centuries for us to reach this moment, 
dismantling and rebuilding a new future will be work that consumes the rest of all of our 
lives.  

Second, this work must be empowered by the Holy Spirit, and rooted in the 
transformation of our own hearts. Racism is part of the web of interlocking sin we are all 
trapped in. In my forty-four years of living, all the pain I have both inflicted and endured 
has convinced me beyond any doubt that by ourselves, we are incapable of escaping that 
sin, and that we can only be liberated by the power of God’s almighty love. It will not do 
for us to say we need action instead of prayer. Regular, intentional, disciplined practices 
of anchoring my body, mind, and soul to the living God is the only way I have a chance of 
acting in a way that is faithful. If I act in the world before my own heart has been taken 
over by the power of God then I have misplaced my faith in my own abilities, and it’s 
people like me that have made such a mess of things to begin with. This is not about our 
own good intentions, or noble efforts, or performative wokeness. The healing our world so 
desperately cries out for can only be done by God, and we can only be on board with 
what God is doing if we are offering our hearts up for healing moment by moment.  

Bishop Loya's Response to the Chauvin Verdict



Here in the Episcopal Church in Minnesota, this work will need to start with telling the 
truth about how our own church has been complicit in building systems, both in and 
outside of the church, that privilege some at the expense of others based on race. This 
will ask us to take a fearless moral inventory of how we have functioned, and then begin 
to discern what we might look like on the other side. Even as I write this, this work is 
beginning, and as this year unfolds, there will be invitations to our whole diocese to 
engage with it.  

We will also need to join what the Spirit is doing outside the institution of the church. Our 
society is being invited to reimagine how we understand and approach policing and 
public safety, how might we imagine new approaches to our lending, housing, 
employment, and educational policies, and on and on. If we are to be faithful, we as 
Spirit-soaked disciples of Jesus will need to be fully present to all of that work.  

To confess that God is Trinity is to confess that God’s very heart is unity without 
uniformity, and difference without division, that God’s very heart is a relationship of 
perfect mutual love, and that Christian life is always about making room inside ourselves 
for the reality of another, and to be transformed by that encounter into something that is 
holy, and altogether closer to the heart of God. That is what God in Jesus has done for 
us, and that’s what we are called to do with, in, and for one another and the world.  

The question for us after the trial is: who shall we become? Can we learn to see 
ourselves, not as people competing for rungs on a ladder, but as members of the crowd 
pressing in on Jesus, diverse and different and broken, but united by our faith that Jesus 
alone has the power to heal the sickness inside us, in the assurance that his power, like 
that of God our mother, is an inexhaustible well of love, of healing, of joy? Can we give 
up ourselves, and our whole lives, as an offering to that love, until it is gloriously done, on 
earth as it is in heaven?  

The Right Reverend Craig Loya 
X Bishop
Episcopal Church in Minnesota



Bishop’s Committee Report April Newsletter

The Bishop’s Committee met for a four-hour workshop at the church March 20. Carol 
was the facilitator for the group which included Henry, Marilyn, Danae, and Eric Vicar 
Cobb was unable to attend as he was on vacation. The purpose was to become better 
acquainted with each other and discern our gifts and talents for leadership and service. 
We also examined the mission and vision of the national Episcopal Church, the 
Episcopal Church in MN and St. Bartholomew’s. It was informative as well as fun and 
productive! 

Earlier the committee voted to open the church to worship services starting with Palm 
Sunday, Holy Week and Easter under the condition that Beltrami county’s COVID 
positivity rate remained the same or continued to decrease. We worked out a plan to 
make the sanctuary safe and sanitized. We will require members to follow CDC 
guidelines clearly stated in announcements and ads. Marilyn volunteered to send out 
individual postcards to St. Bart’s families. Carol will write an article and work on an 
Easter ad.

Our next meeting will be by Zoom again April 18 at 4:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Carpenter, Sr. Warden
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unday, April 18, 2021, St. Bart's Bishop's 
ommittee voted to temporarily close the 

hurch to in-person worship except on the 
irst and Third Sundays of the months of 
ay and June. 

here will be no in-person worship at St. 
artholomew's for the rest of the month of 
pril (Sunday, the 25th).  The church will 

hurch Closure Notice
pen for worship on the first and third 
undays in May;  May 2 and May 16 at 9:00 
M.  All CDC guidelines will be in place as 

n the past.  There will be no other worship 
ervice in our sanctuary until June 6 and 
une 20.

he reason for this action is due to the 
ising COVID positivity rate in Beltrami 
ounty.  We want all to stay safe as we 
orship together.  Each month, the Bishop's 
ommittee will reassess our options to 

egather based on the latest COVID 
ositivity rate at that time.  You are 
elcome to join Vicar Cobb on the 

onference call line at 11:00 each Sunday for 
udio worship.  He will send more 
nformation later in the week.

hank you for your understanding and 
atience as we journey through the ups and 
owns of this pandemic together.  May God 
less and keep you always.

arol

r. Warden,

t. Bartholomew's Bishop's Committee

Bishop Loya  made a brief stop by 
St. Bart's earlier this month. He 
visited with Clergy from around 

the area. Many compliments were 
given to our "beautiful" building!
Pictured above: Bishop Loya and 

Terri Ayers



A Little Humor...

Grandma's Fork Cookies - Submitted by Abbey Bakker

1 cup brown sugar                                            2 tsp. cream of tartar
1 cup white sugar                                              1 tsp. vanilla
1 cup butter or lard                                           1/2 tsp. salt
3 eggs                                                                     3 1/2 - 4 cups flour
1 tsp. soda

Cream shortening and sugar, add eggs (well beaten) and vanilla. Sift soda, cream 
of tartar, salt and flour. Add to mixture. Flatten each teaspoonful with a fork. Bake 
in hot oven (400° for 10-12 minutes)

Share your favorite recipe in the May Newsletter!



Pray
ers

Please let our committee know of any cares, 
concerns, joys or thanksgivings you’d like us to pray 

for.

Carol Carpenter, Claire Buhn, Milly Olafson, 
Marilyn Levine, Charlie Champlin, Danny Stone 

and Vicar Cobb

For the “aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and 
for the sick and the suffering,” especially;

Erica, Matthew, David, Tom, Carrie, Bob, Tom, Ann, Margie, Catherine, Charlie, Michele D, Michelle, 
Teresa, Nancy, Rheta, Barry, Helen, Lenny, Bill, Carolyn, Shirley, Cherise, Kathy, Steffany, Sarah, Jill, 
Maris, Fr. Bill Butcher, John Rock,  and Arnie.

For “all who have died in the hope of the resurrection and for all the departed,” we pray especially for;

Rev. Steve Schmit, Gretchen Hazard, Pete Bohn, Carol Merrill, Edith Jessen & Mark Van Helden, may 
they rest in peace and light eternal.

Earth Day was celebrated at St. 
Bartholomew's with a blessing of our 

Good News Garden.

Below: Soren Sorensen and Vicar Matthew Cobb.

Right: Vicar Matthew Cobb



Deadline for the May Newsletter is May 8th. 
Please email your stories, photos, news, 
memories and announcements to 
stbartschurch@gmail.com
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	Jack Buhn’s Report on
	2020 Diocesan Convention All Sessions Via Zoom or Facebook
	Friday evening
	Friday, Sept. 25, 2020:
	This session was held via Zoom. There was a delay in getting started because Zoom had implemented another step for participants entering their program, this step was not there for our rehearsal a week prior.
	
	Nominations and Elections: The major portion of this session was given over to the process for electing candidates for the various elected bodies. We were advised there could be hiccups due to the unfamiliar technology being utilized. There were some, but all-in-all the elections went quite smooth. The results of these elections will be published in the next ECMN Newsletter.
	The Treasurer’s report noted that because of all the Covid related congregant cancellations, ECMN’s financial picture remains quite strong. However, they are being very cautious. There have been missioners on ECMN Staff who have departed, but these positions have not been replaced as of yet. They are closely watching the pandemic trends and Bishop Loya and his staff review this situation on a monthly basis.
	Bishop Loya’s Address
	Saturday, Sept. 26, 2020:
	His speech, via Facebook, to the convention was indeed inspirational. He is an excellent preacher! His main message to us is that he is asking us to join him in living the life of Jesus. Which he then prioritized into four (4) areas:
	Discipleship
	Innovation
	Justice
	Vitality
	He talked at length about each area. The above priorities will frame our collective work in the years to come. Ambitious, but he most certainly believes we can do this together. After his speech, there were workshops in each of the above areas that he had talked about in his address. In the attached pages I have included detailed descriptions of those workshops that followed. These descriptions will provide you with additional insight into his plan for ECMN.
	He has traveled the state extensively, even had his picture taken with Matt down on the lakefront with Paul & Babe! He stated there are 94 different churches in ECMN. However, he said he would rather like to think of this situation in this way, there is one church in 94 different locations. Good thought.
	
	His address is available from ECMN. Continued…
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	2020 Diocesan Convention Continued…
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	2020 ECMN Convention
	Innovation and Vitality:  A Radical Revisioning of Church
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	Justice: Introduction to Sacred Ground: A Film-Based Dialogue Series on Race & Faith
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