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Internet Radio: Varsity Network
Live Stats: wku.statbroadcast.com

Hilltopper Sports Network: BG 100.7 FM

GAME #3 
at No. 4 Indiana

Saturday, Sept. 19  // 3 p.m. CT
Memorial Stadium // Bloomington, Ind.

WKU HILLTOPPERS (0-2, 0-0 CUSA)
DATE	OPPONENT	 TIME (CT)	 RESULT/TV

September		
	 5	 at Nevada	 9:30 p.m.	 L, 14-49
	 12	 at No. 2 Georgia	 11:45 a.m.	 L, 20-70 
	 19	 at No. 4 Indiana	 3 p.m.	 Peacock
	26	 Mercyhurst	 6 p.m.	 ESPN+
October		
	 1	 at New Mexico State*	7 p.m.	 CBSSN
	 8	 Missouri State*	 6 p.m.	 CBSSN
	 14	 at Sam Houston*	 7 p.m.	 ESPN2
	27	 Delaware*	 6 p.m.	 CBSSN
November		
	 7	 at Middle Tennessee*	2:30 p.m.	 ESPN Platforms

	14	 Jax State*	 2:30 p.m.	ESPN Platforms

	 21	 at Liberty*	 12 p.m.	 ESPN Platforms

	28	 Kennesaw State*	 12 p.m.	 ESPN Platforms

				    *CUSA GAME

2 0 2 6  W K U  F O O T B A L L  G A M E  N O T E S

	 BY THE NUMBERS

WKU is one of just eight teams in the 
country, and one of two G6 programs, that 
has played in a bowl game or CFP game in 

each of the last seven season from 2019-25.

65
The Hilltoppers entered the 2026 
season with 65 new players that 

were not on the roster for the 
2025 season.

Media Contact: Jared MacDonald, Associate Athletic Director for Strategic Communications & Media Relations
	 Email: jared.macdonald@wku.edu • Cell: 207-462-0269 • X: @JMacDonaldSport

/WKUFootball@WKUFootball @wkufootball WKUSportswww.WKUSports.com
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:

Play-by-Play: Dan Hicks
Analyst: Yogi Roth
Reporter: Caroline Pineda

NO. 4 INDIANA HOOSIERS (2-0, 0-0 BIG TEN)
DATE	OPPONENT	 TIME (CT)	 RESULT/TV

September		
	 5	 North Texas	 11 a.m.	 W, 52-16
	12	 Howard	 11 a.m.	 W, 55-0
	19	 Western Kentucky	 3 p.m.	 Peacock
	25	 Northwestern*	 7 p.m.	 FOX
October		
	 3	 at Rutgers*	 7 p.m.	 TBA
	 10	 at Nebraska*	 TBA	 TBA
	17	 Ohio State*	 TBA	 TBA
	 24	 at Michigan*	 TBA	 TBA
	31	 Minnesota*	 TBA	 TBA
November		
	14	 USC*	 TBA	 TBA
	 21	 at Washington*	 TBA	 TBA
	28	 Purdue*	 TBA	 TBA
				    *BIG TEN GAME

OPENING KICKOFF

SERIES HISTORY
Saturday will mark the sixth meeting all-time between WKU and Indiana and the 

first since the 2022 season. The Hoosiers have won all five meetings between the two 
programs – three of which were played in Bloomington, and two in Bowling Green. 
The last three meetings were decided by a combined eight points, including a 33-30 
overtime game the last time the two played on Sept. 17, 2022, in Bloomington.

LAST TIME OUT
WKU lost to No. 2 Georgia on Saturday, Sept. 12, 70-20, in its second of three 

straight road games to open the 2026 season. The Hilltoppers scored three 
touchdowns in the loss – two rushing from quarterback Brock Glenn off the bench, 
and one touchdown pass from Glenn to tight end Coleson Arends.

BOWL SUCCESS
With the victory over Southern Miss in the 2025 New Orleans Bowl, WKU claimed 

its eighth bowl win since the start of the College Football Playoff Era. WKU’s eight 
bowl wins during that time are tied with Alabama, Ohio State and Wisconsin for third-
most during that timeframe, and trail only the nine won by Georgia and Minnesota. 
The Hilltoppers have also played in a bowl game in each of the last seven seasons – all 
seven seasons under Head Coach Tyson Helton – and are one of just eight teams in 
the country, and one of only two non-Power Conference programs, that has played in 
a bowl game or CFP game in each of the last seven seasons.

8-WIN SEASONS
WKU finished the 2025 season with a 9-4 record, marking the fifth consecutive 

season the Hilltoppers have claimed at least eight wins in a season. The Hilltoppers 
are one of just 11 programs nationally that has done that, and they are one of just 
three non-Power Conference programs to accomplish that feat. WKU is the only 
non-Power Conference program to do that while playing an FBS schedule every year 
during that stretch.

ROAD TRIPS
WKU is kicking off the 2026 campaign with three straight road games – at 

Nevada on Sept. 5, at No. 2 Georgia on Sept. 12 and at No. 4 Indiana on Sept. 19. 
The Hilltoppers are one of only five programs nationally with three straight road 
games this season, and are the only school that plays three straight road games 
without a bye week during that stretch. The Hilltoppers are also the only FBS program 
scheduled to play multiple nonconference games against teams that were ranked in 
the Top 10 of the AP Preseason Poll. The rest of CUSA has one such game combined.

AGAINST POWER CONFERENCE TEAMS
WKU has had some success against power conference teams in the past, with wins 

at Arkansas in 2019, at Vanderbilt in 2015, against Kentucky in 2013 and at Kentucky 
in 2012 during the program’s FBS Era (since 2009). WKU has dropped its last 10 games 
against teams in power conferences (at the time of the meeting), but of those losses, 
four were one-score games by a combined nine points. WKU is 0-4 against Big Ten 
teams under Tyson Helton, with two games against Indiana (2021 and 2022), one 
at Michigan State (2021) and one at Ohio State (2023). The Hilltoppers have never 
defeated a team in the current Big Ten conference.

NEW FACES ON THE ROSTER
The Hilltoppers entered the 2026 season with 65 new players on the roster – the 

new norm for the program. Last season, WKU entered the season with 61 new 
players. This year’s group of newcomers includes 41 transfers and 24 true freshmen, 
with 24 letterwinners returning from 2025, including seven starters. In the opener at 
Nevada, 16 players made their first start for the Hilltoppers, and 32 players appeared 
in their first game with the program.

Continued on Page 11

11
WKU’s eight bowl wins during the CFP Era are 

tied for third-most nationally with Alabama, Ohio 
State and Wisonsin, and are behind only Georgia 

and Minnesota with nine.

T3
WKU is one of just 11 FBS programs, 
and one of three G6 programs, that 
has at least eight wins in each of the 

last five seasons from 2021-25.
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WHERE TO FIND IT

Scan or click the QR code below 
for video recordings of WKU 

media opportunities 

PRESS CONFERENCES

ALL-TIME 
VS. INDIANA

WKU trails the all-time series 
against Indiana 5-0

SCORE	 W/L	 LOCATION	 DATE
30-33 (OT)	 L	 AWAY	 9/17/2022
31-33	 L	 HOME	9/25/2021
35-38	 L	 AWAY	 9/19/2015
21-38	 L	 HOME	9/18/2010
13-31	 L	 AWAY	 8/30/2008

WKU UNDER 
TYSON HELTON

WKU has gone 57-38 under  
Head Coach Tyson Helton

YEAR	 OVERALL	 CUSA
2026	 0-2		  0-0
2025	 9-4		  6-2
2024	 8-6		  6-2
2023	 8-5		  5-3
2022	 9-5		  6-2
2021	 9-5		  7-1
2020	 5-7		  4-3
2019	 9-4		  6-2

AT

https://www.youtube.com/@WKUSports/featured
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QUICK FACTS

STATISTICAL COMPARISON
	 WKU 	 IU
Scoring Offense	 17.0	 53.5
Scoring Defense	 59.5	 8.0
Rushing Offense	 137.0	 217.5
Rushing Defense	 278.5	 82.5
Passing Offense	 159.0	 220.0
Passing Defense	 211.0	 129.5
Total Offense	 296.0	 437.5
Total Defense	 489.5	 212.0
Total Penalties/Yards Average	 12/49.5	 7/31.5
Time of Possession	 31:49	 28:07
Third Down Off./Def.	 38%/55%	 63%/28%
Fourth Down Off./Def.	 67%/100%	 75%/25%
Sacks For/Allowed	 0/5	 6/2
Touchdowns For/Allowed	 5/17	 15/1
Red Zone TD Off./Def.	 5-6/10-10	 7-7/1-3
Field Goal Attempts	 0-0	 1-1

	 WKU	 INDIANA	
Nickname	 Hilltoppers	 Hoosiers
Location	 Bowling Green, Ky.	 Bloomington, Ind.
Founded	 1906	 1820
Enrollment	 15,917	 48,626
Colors	 Red and White	 Cream and Crimson
Mascot	 Big Red	 Hoosier
Home Venue	 Houchens-Smith Stadium	 Memorial Stadium
Stadium Capacity	 22,113	 53,524
2026 Overall Record	 0-2	 2-0
2026 Conference Record	 0-0, CUSA	 0-0 BIG TEN

THE MATCHUP

Conference USA Standings	
Team	 Ovr.	 Conf.
Kennesaw State	 10-4	 7-1
Jax State	 9-5	 7-1
WKU	 9-4	 6-2
Louisiana Tech	 8-5	 5-3
FIU		 7-6	 5-3
Missouri State	 7-6	 5-3
Delaware	 7-6	 4-4
Liberty	 4-8	 3-5
New Mexico State	 4-8	 2-6
Middle Tennessee	 3-9	 2-6
UTEP	 2-10	 1-7
Sam Houston	 2-10	 1-7

Scoring Offense
Team	 Avg./G
1.	 WKU	 29.5
2.	 Delaware	 29.0
3.	 FIU	 28.5
4.	 Jax State	 28.1
5.	 Louisiana Tech	 27.3
 
Passing Offense  
Team	 Yards/G
1.	 Delaware	 292.5
2.	 Missouri State	 279.7
3.	 WKU	 272.2
4.	 Middle Tennessee	 266.1
5.	 New Mexico State	 250.7
 
Touchdowns Scored		   
Team	 Total
1.	 Kennesaw State	 48
2.	 WKU	 47
	 Jax State	 47
	 Delaware	 47
	 FIU	 47
 
Pass Defense Efficiency 
Team	 Effic.
1.	 WKU	 112.3
2.	 Louisiana Tech	 113.0
3.	 Liberty	 126.7
4.	 Jax State	 130.8
5.	 Kennesaw State	 133.1
 
Field Goal Pct. 
Team	 Pct.
1.	 WKU	 .818
2.	 Middle Tennessee	 .786
3.	 FIU	 .762
4.	 New Mexico State	 .760
5.	 Delaware	 .750

TOPS IN CONFERENCE USA (2025)
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WKU QUICK FACTS
2026 WKU FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE	 OPPONENT	 TIME (CT)	 TV/RESULT
S 5	 at Nevada	 9:30 p.m.	 L, 14-49
S 12	 at No. 2 Georgia	 11:45 a.m.	 L, 20-70
S 19	 at No. 5 Indiana	 3 p.m.	 Peacock
S 26	 Mercyhurst	 6 p.m.	 ESPN Platforms
O 1	 at New Mexico State*	 7 p.m.	 CBSSN
O 8	 Missouri State*	 6 p.m.	 CBSSN
O 14	 at Sam Houston*	 7 p.m.	 ESPN2
O 27	 Delaware*	 6 p.m.	 CBSSN
N 7	 at Middle Tennessee*	 2:30 p.m.	 ESPN Platforms
N 14	 Jax State*	 2:30 p.m.	 ESPN Platforms
N 21	 at Liberty*	 12 p.m.	 ESPN Platforms
N 28	 Kennesaw State*	 12 p.m.	 ESPN Platforms
*CUSA GAME

2025 WKU FOOTBALL RESULTS
9-4 Overall; 6-2 Conference USA 
DATE	 OPPONENT	 RESULT	 ATTENDANCE
A 23	 Sam Houston*	 W, 41-24	 15,312
A 30	 North Alabama	 W, 55-6	 12,226
S 6	 at Toledo	 L, 21-45	 24,138
S 20	 Nevada	 W, 31-16	 17,247
S 27	 at Missouri State*	 W, 27-22	 10,068
O 3	 at Delaware*	 W, 27-24	 19,176
O 14	 FIU*	 L, 6-25	 12,276
O 21	 at Louisiana Tech*	 W, 28-27 (OT)	 10,928
N 1	 New Mexico State*	 W, 35-16	 15,023
N 15	 Middle Tennessee*	 W, 42-26	 16,547
N 22	 at LSU	 L, 10-13	 100,923
N 29	 at Jax State*	 L, 34-37	 16,733
D 23	 vs. Southern Miss^	 W, 27-16	 16,693
*CUSA GAME 
^NEW ORLEANS BOWL 
 
UNIVERSITY INFORMATION
Location	 Bowling Green, Ky.
Founded	 1906
Enrollment	 15,917
Nickname	 Hilltoppers
Colors	 Red and White
Venue	 Houchens-Smith Stadium
Opened/Renovated	 1968/2008
Surface/Capacity	 FieldTurf/22,113
Conference	 Conference USA
President	 Dr. Timothy C. Caboni
Provost	 Dr. Robert Fischer
Director of Athletics	 Todd Stewart
Faculty Representative	 Dr. Craig Martin
 
PROGRAM INFORMATION
All-Time Record	 630-439-31 (.573)  
All-Time Conference Record	 244-151-9 (.604)
Seasons of Football	 107 Completed
First Year of Football	 1913
First Year in FBS	 2009
FBS Bowl Record (Since 2009)	 8-4
2025 Letterwinners Returning (Start of 2026 Season)	 27
Total Newcomers (Start of 2026 Season)	 65
New Transfers In 2026 (Start of 2026 Season)	 41
True Freshmen (Start of 2026 Season)	 24
 
 

COACHING STAFF
NAME	 POSITION
Tyson Helton	 Head Coach
Andy LaRussa	 Assistant Head Coach/Special Teams
Davis Merritt	 Defensive Coordinator/Inside Linebackers
Bodie Reeder	 Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks
Joe Bernardi	 Co-Offensive Coordinator/Offensive Line
Jimmy Lindsey	 Run Game Coordinator/Edges/Defensive Line
Bryan Applewhite	 Running Backs
Jason Barnes	 Wide Receivers
Dayton LeBlanc	 Defensive Tackles
Jason Martin	 Cornerbacks
David Metcalf	 Safeties
Kevin O’Brien	 Tight Ends
Matt Pulford	 Quality Control – Special Teams
Trevor Borland	 Quality Control – Quarterbacks
Carson Burgess	 Quality Control – Wide Receivers
Elvin Fofanah	 Quality Control – Tight Ends
CJ Martinez	 Quality Control – Running Backs
Ryne Strickland	 Quality Control – Offensive Line
Anthony Brackenridge	 Quality Control – Linebackers
Staymon Johnson	 Quality Control – Linebackers
Dean Shaffer	 Quality Control – Defensive Backs
Terrion Thompson 	 Quality Control – Defensive Line
Karon White	 Quality Control – Outside Linebackers
 
SUPPORT STAFF
NAME	 POSITION
Travis Taylor	 Chief of Staff
Justin Brown	 Director of Player Engagement
Zach Kramme	 General Manager/Director of Player Personnel
Ashley Terhune	 Director of Recruiting Operations
Chase Lane	 Director of Scouting
Jason Veltkamp	 Director of Strength & Conditioning
Tyler Malone	 Associate Director of Strength & Conditioning
Spencer Field	 Assistant Director of Strength & Conditioning
Darius Holland	 Assistant Director of Strength & Conditioning
Devon Lynch	 Quality Control – Strength & Conditioning
Chaitu Malempati	 Head Team Physician
Mike Gaddie	 Senior Associate Athletic Director, Sports Medicine & Student-Athlete Well-being
Nate Yost	 Associate Athletic Trainer
Austin Gill	 Assistant Athletic Trainer
Charlie Weinberg	 Director of Equipment Operations
Michael Klemm	 Assistant Director of Equipment Operations
Chase Bitowf	 Video Coordinator
Danielle Kucharski	 Assistant Video Coordinator
Kylee Jackson-Cook	 Assistant Director of Sports Nutrition
Imari Hazelwood	 Coordinator of Academic Development
Dylan Ferguson	 Graduate Assistant – Academic Advising

Western Kentucky University has a long and storied history 
across its 16 Division I NCAA programs. While Western Kentucky is 
acceptable, we respectfully ask that you refer to our University’s 
athletic programs as the WKU Hilltoppers and WKU Lady Toppers.

Please refrain from using any 
of the following variations

W. Kentucky	 Western Ky.	 Western

WE ARE ‘WKU’
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WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS/MR STAFF

Jared MacDonald – Primary FB Contact
Associate Athletic Director 
Strategic Communications & Media Relations
207-462-0269 (Cell)
270-745-5045 (Office)
Jared.MacDonald@wku.edu
@JMacDonaldSport
Jack Todd - Secondary FB Contact
Associate Director of Communications
615-943-3325 (Cell)
270-745-5045 (Office)
Jack.Todd@wku.edu
@jack_todd4

 
WKU ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS STAFF
Jared MacDonald*	Associate AD, Strategic Communications/Media Relations
Jack Todd*	Associate Director, Communications/Secondary Football
Lillie-Anne Mulligan	 Director, Communications
Seth-Patrick Holman	 Director, Creative Services
Will Gerber	 Assistant Director, Communications
Caroline Pitcock	 Graduate Assistant, Communications
Shelby Helton*	 Intern, Communications
	 *Will be in attendance for Sept. 19 game at No. 4 Indiana

CONTACT INFORMATION
WEBSITE: www.WKUSports.com
TICKET OFFICE: 1-800-5-BIG-RED
OFFICE LOCATION
E.A. Diddle Arena – Room 1454
1605 Avenue of Champions
Bowling Green, KY 42101
SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS			 
X	 INSTAGRAM	 FACEBOOK
@WKUFootball	 @wkufootball	 /WKUFootball
@WKUSports	 @wkusports	 /WKUAthletics

CONFERENCE USA MEDIA RELATIONS

Josh Yonis	
Assistant Commissioner of Strategic Communications
jyonis@conferenceusa.com

Mailing Information
Conference USA
3100 Olympus Boulevard
Suite 400
Irving, Texas 75019

Phone	 Website
817-899-6499	 www.conferenceusa.com

DIRECTIONS TO WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY

From I-65 North (heading south): Take the first Bowling Green 
exit (exit 28) onto US 31-W. Follow the signs for US 31-W South 
-- Bowling Green. Stay on the four-lane US 31-W South (Lou-
isville Road) to the stop light at the bridge over Barren River. 
Continue straight through the light. When the one-way streets 
merge into the four-lane University Blvd., you will be on the NW 
corner of the Western Kentucky University campus (railroad on 
right, WKU on left). 

From I-65 South (heading north): Take the second Bowling 
Green exit (exit 22) onto Scottsville Road and follow it all the 
way down to the 31-W intersection. Take a left at the light and 
follow 31-W down to the roundabout and exit right onto Uni-
versity Blvd. WKU’s athletic facilities will be located on your right 
coming up the road.

From US 68-80 West (heading east): Follow US 68-80 (Russell-
ville Road) into Bowling Green. You will pass under a railroad 
overpass (with its “Welcome to Western” sign) and turn left onto 
University Blvd. The athletics complex will then be on your right 
-- first Nick Denes Field (baseball), then Houchens Industries-L.T. 
Smith Stadium. The Arena/Stadium Parking Lot and E.A. Diddle 
Arena will be on your right just past the Stadium.

From the Natcher Parkway (heading south): Take the first Bowl-
ing Green exit (US 231, exit 9) and turn right onto Morgantown 
Road (US 231) into Bowling Green. You will cross Veterans Me-
morial Lane and pass Warren Central High School (on the right). 
When you reach the junction of US 231 and US 68-80 (Holley 
Corporation on your right and Arby’s straight ahead), turn left 
onto Russellville Road and follow the directions for US 68-80 
above from the railroad overpass (“Welcome to WKU” sign) on in 
to Diddle Arena/Smith Stadium.

MEDIA INFORMATION

17 18
THURSDAY FRIDAY

19
SATURDAY

Team Practice
–No media availability

Travel Day  
–No media availability

Game 3 at Georgia  
–Kickoff, 3 p.m. CT at 
Memorial Stadium

14
MONDAY
Team Practice
–Press conference w/ 
Tyson Helton, 11 a.m. 
CT in Football Press Box

15 16
TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
Team Practice 
–Post-practice player 
media availability, 6:20 
p.m. CT in Football 
Press Box

Team Practice
–No media availability

WKU’S WEEKLY MEDIA SCHEDULE
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No.	 Name	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Class	 Hometown (HS/Previous School)
0	 Mackavelli Malotumau	 DL	 6-1	 295	 Gr.	 Oceanside, Calif. (Nevada/Utah Tech/El Camino HS)
2	 K.D. Hutchinson	 WR	 5-8	 185	 r-Sr.	 Hamilton, Ga. (Harris County HS)
2	 Tony Newsome Jr.	 DB	 5-11	 185	 r-Sr.	 Apopka, Fla. (West Florida/LA Valley College/West Orange HS)
3	 Ajay Allen	 RB	 5-11	 200	 r-Sr.	 Monroe, La. (Tulsa/FIU/Miami/Nebraska/ Neville HS)
3	 Christian White	 DB	 5-11	 185	 r-Sr.	 Ellenwood, Ga. (Florida State/Eagle’s Landing Christian Academy)
4	 Cameron Flowers	 WR	 5-11	 190	 r-So.	 Warner Robins, Ga. (Warner Robins HS)
5	 Rodney Tisdale Jr.	 QB	 6-2	 195	 r-So.	 Jacksonville, Fla. (First Coast HS)
5	 Dave Herard	 DB	 6-0	 204	 r-Sr.	 Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (Virginia/Stranahan HS)
6	 Justin Brown	 DB	 6-0	 195	 r-Jr.	 Murfreesboro, Tenn. (Georgia Tech/Blackman HS)
7	 Qua’Vez Humphreys	 WR	 6-3	 225	 r-Sr.	 Junction City, Kan. (Sam Houston/Butler CC/Junction City HS)
7	 Jaylen Lewis	 DB	 5-11	 187	 r-Sr.	 Brownsville, Tenn. (Temple/Arkansas/Haywood HS)
8	 Moussa Barry	 WR	 6-2	 195	 r-Sr.	 Norcross, Ga. (Mars Hill/Dacula HS)
8	 D’Cambren Verrett	 DB	 6-2	 205	 r-Jr.	 Houston, Texas (Texas A&M-Kingsville/Hightower HS)
9	 Kalib Hicks	 RB	 5-11	 220	 r-Jr.	 Denton, Texas (Oklahoma State/Oklahoma/Ryan HS)
10	 Caleb McMickle	 QB	 6-2	 194	 r-Jr.	 Roswell, Ga. (Houston/Fellowship Christian School)
10	 Xavion “Tutu” Griffin	 DB	 6-0	 190	 r-So.	 Vero Beach, Fla. (Vero Beach Senior HS)
11	 Brock Glenn	 QB	 6-2	 225	 r-Jr.	 Covington, Tenn. (Florida State/Lausanne Collegiate School)
11	 Canyon Moses	 DB	 5-10	 198	 r-Jr.	 Midland, Texas (Northern Arizona/Arizona/Midland Legacy HS)
12	 Quincy Burroughs	 WR	 6-1	 210	 r-Sr.	 Jacksonville, Fla. (Wisconsin/Cincinnati/Raines HS)
12	 BJ Carey	 DB	 6-0	 200	 r-Sr.	 Downey, Calif. (Weber State/Downey HS)
13	 Jyziah Rockwell	 WR	 6-2	 200	 Sr.	 Gilmer, Texas (Prairie View A&M/Sam Houston/Gilmer HS)
13	 LaTrevion Thompson	 DE	 6-3	 248	 r-Sr.	 Kennett, Mo. (SEMO/Kennett HS)
14	 CC Ezirim	 TE	 6-7	 250	 r-Sr.	 Dublin, Ohio (Toledo/Dublin Jerome HS)
14	 Braxton Myers	 DB	 6-1	 203	 r-Jr.	 Coppell, Texas (Southern Miss/Purdue/Ole Miss/Coppell HS)
15	 Cam O’Hara	 QB	 6-2	 210	 Fr.	 Florence, Ky. (Cooper HS)
15	 Garrison Madden	 LB	 6-3	 235	 r-Sr.	 Hampton, Ga. (USC/Dutchtown HS)
16	 Darius Hampton	 DE	 6-3	 238	 r-Sr.	 Del City, Okla. (Central Oklahoma/Dodge City CC/Northeastern Oklahoma A&M/Houston Christian/Del City HS)

17	 Zion Taylor	 WR	 6-0	 210	 r-Jr.	 Norcross, Ga. (Georgia Tech/Norcross HS)
17	 Zsacari Minnis	 DE	 6-3	 238	 r-So.	 Eustis, Fla. (Eustis HS)
18	 Devin Hamilton	 WR	 6-4	 210	 Fr.	 Dacula, Ga. (Mill Creek HS)
18	 Geajorm Akpaloo	 LB	 6-1	 230	 Jr.	 Warrenton, Va. (Coastal Carolina/Myrtle Beach Collegiate/Battlefield HS)
19	 Lofton Howard	 TE	 6-4	 235	 r-Jr.	 Bowling Green, Ky. (Greenwood HS)
19	 Jacob Cosby-Mosley	 DB	 5-11	 200	 r-So.	 West Palm Beach, Fla. (Wake Forest/The Benjamin School)
20	 Zach Smith	 LB	 6-0	 224	 r-So.	 Red Oak, Texas (SMU/Red Oak HS)
21	 Nigel Johnson	 WR	 6-4	 210	 r-Sr.	 Sumter, S.C. (South Carolina State/Crestwood HS)
21	 Jaylen Wester	 LB	 6-0	 228	 Gr.	 Palmetto, Fla. (Colorado/FAU/Palmetto HS)
22	 Le’Kamren Meadows	 RB	 6-0	 215	 Fr.	 Moody, Ala. (Moody HS)
22	 Jordan Donald	 LB	 6-2	 224	 So.	 Perry, Ga. (Perry HS)
23	 Sincere Baines	 RB	 5-9	 195	 Sr.	 Fayetteville, N.C. (Maine/UNC Pembroke/Jack Britt HS)
23	 PJ Souffrant	 DB	 5-10	 180	 Fr.	 West Palm Beach, Fla. (Palm Beach Central HS)
24	 Fonzy Smith	 WR	 6-1	 185	 r-Fr.	 Fayetteville, N.C. (Trinity Christian School)
24	 Lataj Wright	 DB	 5-10	 185	 r-Sr.	 West Palm Beach, Fla. (Fort Valley State/Langston Hughes HS)
25	 Jaden McGill	 RB	 6-0	 210	 r-Sr.	 Chicago, Ill. (Tennessee State/College of DuPage/St. Thomas More School)
26	 Leonzay Merzius	 DB	 5-10	 175	 Fr.	 Pompano Beach, Fla. (Chaminade-Madonna HS)
27	 Jordan Bergeron	 DB	 6-1	 185	 r-Fr.	 Naples, Fla. (Naples HS)
29	 Joshua Mensah	 DB	 6-1	 218	 r-Sr.	 Riverdale, Ga. (Independence CC/Charles Drew HS)
30	 Adrion Boyd	 RB	 5-7	 185	 r-Jr.	 Fontana, Calif. (Mt. San Antonio College/Rancho Cucamonga HS)
30	 Taron Essex	 DB	 6-3	 210	 Fr.	 Decatur, Ga. (Southwest DeKalb HS)
31	 Walter Manning	 DB	 5-11	 185	 So.	 Pembroke Pines, Fla. (Riverside City College/Everglades HS)
32	 Westen Ard	 LB	 6-1	 235	 Fr.	 Warner Robins, Ga. (Houston County HS)
33	 Zeiqui Lawton	 DT	 6-2	 290	 r-Sr.	 Charleston, W.Va. (Sam Houston/West Virginia/Cincinnati/South Charleston HS)
33	 Michael Smith	 K	 5-8	 172	 r-So.	 Tallahassee, Fla. (Florida A&M/Maclay HS)
34	 Makhi Brazier	 LB	 6-1	 225	 Fr.	 Loganville, Ga. (Grayson HS)
35	 Elijah Rumph	 LB	 6-0	 220	 r-Fr.	 Eden Prairie, Minn. (Eden Prairie HS)
35	 Daniel Wall	 P	 6-1	 190	 Fr.	 Brighton East, Australia (Haileybury)
36	 Khrystian Washington	 DB	 6-0	 182	 r-Jr.	 Louisville, Ky. (Mount St. Joseph/Central HS)
38	 Alan Gbee	 DB	 6-0	 195	 r-Jr.	 Leesburg, Va. (Moorpark College/Coffeyville CC/Misericordia/Tuscarora HS)
39	 Jaylen Pollard	 DB	 5-11	 208	 Fr.	 Brentwood, Tenn. (Ravenwood HS)
40	 Carson Perusse	 LS	 6-1	 213	 Jr.	 Wellington, Fla. (UNC Pembroke/Wellington HS)
41	 Brandon Thomas	 DE	 6-4	 224	 r-Fr.	 Miami, Fla. (Miami Carol City HS)
43	 Jackson Smith	 K	 5-10	 215	 r-Jr.	 Danville, Ky. (Kentucky/Boyle County HS)
44	 Griffin Reimer	 TE	 6-3	 245	 r-So.	 Matthews, N.C. (North Carolina State/Weddington HS)
44	 Kai Micatrotto	 LB	 5-11	 238	 r-Fr.	 Las Vegas, Nev. (Brentwood HS)
45	 Josaiah Knight	 DE	 6-3	 238	 r-So.	 Tallahassee, Fla. (Mississippi State/Gadsden County HS)
49	 Nolan Imhoff	 LS	 6-0	 233	 r-Jr.	 Frederic, Wis. (MSU Moorhead/Saint Croix Falls HS)
50	 Alec Johnson	 OL	 6-1	 295	 r-Sr.	 Columbia, S.C. (Georgia State/Gray Collegiate Academy)
50	 Elin Jones	 DE	 6-4	 248	 r-Sr.	 Dacula, Ga. (Johnson C. Smith/Mountain View HS)
51	 Zayden Walters	 DT	 6-3	 320	 Fr.	 Lawrenceville, Ga. (Brookwood HS)
52	 Isiah Stoudemire	 OL	 6-3	 312	 r-Fr.	 Dayton, Ohio (Stebbins HS)
52	 Jakeem Fletcher	 DT	 6-2	 315	 r-Sr.	 Tanner, Ala. (Alabama State/Tanner HS)
53	 Elijah Peake	 DT	 6-1	 325	 Fr.	 Wetumpka, Ala. (Carver HS)
54	 Sekou Peters	 DT	 6-2	 300	 r-Fr.	 Atlanta, Ga. (Westlake HS)
55	 Roq Montgomery	 OL	 6-3	 365	 r-Jr.	 Anniston, Ala. (Alabama/Anniston HS)
55	 Venson Sneed	 DE	 6-4	 268	 r-Sr.	 Wabasso, Fla. (Indiana/Winter Park HS)
56	 Tyrell Scott	 OL	 6-3	 295	 Fr.	 Cincinnati, Ohio (Elder HS)
56	 Kiawan Murphy	 DT	 6-2	 320	 r-Sr.	 East Hartford, Conn. (Akron/East Hartford HS)
57	 Isaac Tanis	 DE	 6-2	 228	 Fr.	 Hollywood, Fla. (American Heritage HS)
58	 Michael Buck	 K	 5-10	 177	 r-So.	 Mooresville, N.C. (Lake Norman HS)
59	 Alex Lopez	 OL	 6-7	 310	 r-Fr.	 Cleveland, Miss. (Mississippi State/Bayou Academy)
59	 Sharlandiin “Zaqq” Strange	DE	 6-4	 244	 r-Fr.	 Philadelphia, Pa. (Miami Carol City HS)
64	 Jackson Dialls	 OL	 6-4	 310	 r-Fr.	 Lexington, Ky. (Frederick Douglass HS)
67	 Tai Ray	 OL	 6-7	 330	 r-Jr.	 Apopka, Fla. (Pitt/Apopka HS)
69	 Jordan Curll	 OL	 6-4	 280	 Fr.	 Franklin, Tenn. (Page HS)
70	 Rhett Larson	 OL	 6-4	 315	 r-Sr.	 College Station, Texas (Sam Houston/SMU/A&M Consolidated HS)

2026 TRANSFERS (41)
2	 Tony Newsome Jr.................................DB
3	 Ajay Allen............................................... RB
3	 Christian White.....................................DB
7	 Qua’Vez Humphreys..........................WR
8	 D’Cambren Verrett..............................DB
9	 Kalib Hicks.............................................. RB
11	 Brock Glenn...........................................QB
11	 Canyon Moses......................................DB
12	 BJ Carey...................................................DB
13	 Jyziah Rockwell...................................WR
13	 LaTrevion Thompson.......................... DE
14	 CC Ezirim..................................................TE
15	 Garrison Madden..................................LB
16	 Darius Hampton.................................. DE
17	 Zion Taylor............................................WR
18	 Geajorm Akpaloo.................................LB
19	 Jacob Cosby-Mosley...........................DB
21	 Nigel Johnson......................................WR
23	 Sincere Baines....................................... RB
31	 Walter Manning...................................DB
33	 Zeiqui Lawton....................................... DT
33	 Michael Smith..........................................K
38	 Alan Gbee...............................................DB
40	 Carson Perusse......................................LS
44	 Griffin Reimer.........................................TE
49	 Nolan Imhoff..........................................LS
50	 Alec Johnson......................................... OL
55	 Roq Montgomery................................ OL
56	 Kiawan Murphy.................................... DT
59	 Alex Lopez.............................................. OL
67	 Tai Ray...................................................... OL
70	 Rhett Larson.......................................... OL
72	 Zach Clayton......................................... OL
73	 Nonso Omezi........................................ OL
75	 Brody Riffe.............................................. OL
77	 Jamier Smith......................................... OL
78	 Tyreek Major.......................................... OL
84	 Jeremiah Carroll..................................WR
87	 Coleson Arends.....................................TE
92	 Javin Griffin............................................ DT
98	 Nathan Gonzales................................. DE
TRUE FRESHMEN (24)
15	 Cam O’Hara............................................QB
18	 Devin Hamilton...................................WR
22	 Le’Kamren Meadows.......................... RB
23	 PJ Souffrant............................................DB
26	 Leonzay Merzius..................................DB
30	 Taron Essex............................................DB
32	 Westen Ard.............................................LB
34	 Makhi Brazier.........................................LB
35	 Daniel Wall................................................ P
39	 Jaylen Pollard........................................DB
51	 Zayden Walters..................................... DT
53	 Elijah Peake............................................ DT
56	 Tyrell Scott............................................. OL
57	 Isaac Tanis............................................... DE
69	 Jordan Curll........................................... OL
79	 Asa Holbert............................................ OL
80	 Jonathan Stafford Jr...........................WR
81	 Arlando Crafton Jr................................TE
82	 Tre’von McGory...................................WR
86	 Eli Wilt.......................................................TE
90	 Bryce Fulda............................................ DE
91	 CeeJay Embry....................................... DT
94	 Henry Smith.......................................... DE
99	 Karl Campbell..........................................K

ROSTER NOTES

ROSTER
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ARE 6-FOOT-4 OR TALLER (27)
14	 CC Ezirim..................................................TE
18	 Devin Hamilton...................................WR
19	 Lofton Howard......................................TE
21	 Nigel Johnson......................................WR
41	 Brandon Thomas................................. DE
50	 Elin Jones................................................ DE
55	 Venson Sneed....................................... DE
59	 Sharlandiin “Zaqq” Strange.............. DE
59	 Alex Lopez.............................................. OL
64	 Jackson Dialls........................................ OL
67	 Tai Ray...................................................... OL
69	 Jordan Curll........................................... OL
70	 Rhett Larson.......................................... OL
72	 Zach Clayton......................................... OL
73	 Nonso Omezi........................................ OL
74	 Karsten Upchurch............................... OL
75	 Brody Riffe.............................................. OL
76	 Max Thurston........................................ OL
78	 Tyreek Major.......................................... OL
79	 Asa Holbert............................................ OL
81	 Arlando Crafton Jr................................TE
86	 Eli Wilt.......................................................TE
87	 Coleson Arends.....................................TE
89	 Cross Nimmo..........................................TE
90	 Bryce Fulda.............................................TE
98	 Nathan Gonzales................................. DE
99	 Karl Campbell..........................................K

ARE 300 LBS OR HEAVIER (19)
51	 Zayden Walters..................................... DT
52	 Jakeem Fletcher................................... DT
52	 Isiah Stoudemire.................................. OL
53	 Elijah Peake............................................ DT
54	 Sekou Peters.......................................... DT
55	 Roq Montgomery................................ OL
56	 Kiawan Murphy.................................... DT
59	 Alex Lopez.............................................. OL
64	 Jackson Dialls........................................ OL
67	 Tai Ray...................................................... OL
70	 Rhett Larson.......................................... OL
72	 Zach Clayton......................................... OL
73	 Nonso Omezi........................................ OL
75	 Brody Riffe.............................................. OL
76	 Max Thurston........................................ OL
78	 Tyreek Major.......................................... OL
92	 Javin Griffin............................................ DT
93	 Rylen Su’a-Filo...................................... DT
99	 Eric Etienne............................................ DT

ARE FROM KENTUCKY (6)
15	 Cam O’Hara............................................QB
19	 Lofton Howard......................................TE
36	 Khrystian Washington.......................DB
43	 Jackson Smith.......................................... P
64	 Jackson Dialls........................................ OL
88	 Aiden Miller............................................TE

ROSTER NOTES

Scan or click for  
audio pronunciation guide

ROSTER

No.	 Name		  Pronunciation
0	 MACKAVELLI MALOTUMAU	 Mack-uh-vel-ee Mall-oh-too-mow
3	 AJAY Allen		  AJ
5	 Dave HERARD		  Her-rahd
8	 MOUSSA Barry		  Moose-uh
8	 D’CAMBREN VERRETT		  Goes by D-Cam; Vur-ret
9	 KALIB Hicks		  Caleb
10	 Caleb MCMICKLE		  Mick-Mick-ul
10	 XAVION “TUTU” Griffin		  Goes by Tutu
13	 JYZIAH Rockwell		  Jye-zay-uh
13	 LATREVION Thompson		  La-tray-vee-on
14	 CC EZIRIM		  Eh-zur-uhm
17	 ZION Taylor		  Zye-on
17	 ZSACARI MINNIS		  Zuh-car-ee Min-us
18	 GEAJORM AKPALOO		  Jay-jorm Ak-pah-loo
22	 LE’KAMREN Meadows		  La-cam-ren
23	 PJ SOUFFRANT		  Soo-frahnt
24	 LATAJ Wright		  Luh-tahj
26	 LEONZAY MERZIUS		  Lee-on-zay Mur-zee-iss
29 	 Joshua MENSAH		  Men-suh
30	 ADRION Boyd		  Aye-dree-on 
30	 TARON Essex		  Tur-ron
33	 ZEIQUI Lawton		  Zye-key
34	 MAKHI Brazier		  Muh-kye
36	 KHRYSTIAN Washington		 Christian
38	 Alan GBEE		  Bay
40	 Carson PERUSSE		  Pur-roos
44	 Griffin REIMER		  Rhyme-er
44	 KAI MICATROTTO		  Kye Mick-uh-trot-oh
50	 ELIN Jones		  Ee-lyn
52	 JAKEEM Fletcher		  Juh-keem
52	 ISIAH STOUDEMIRE		  Eye-zay-uh Stud-uh-mire
54	 SEKOU Peters		  Say-koo		
55	 ROQ Montgomery		  Rock
56	 TYRELL Scott		  Ty-rell
56	 KIAWAN Murphy		  Kye-wahn
57	 Isaac TANIS		  Tan-iss
59	 SHARLANDIIN “ZAQQ” Strange	 Goes by Zaqq (Zach or Zack)
64	 Jackson DIALLS		  Dye-ulls		
67	 TAI Ray		  Tye
73	 NONSO OMEZI		  Non-zo Oh-meh-zee
74	 KARSTEN Upchurch		  Car-stun
75	 Brody RIFFE		  Rye-ff
77	 JAMIER Smith		  Juh-meer
79	 ASA HOLBERT		  Ace-uh Hole-burt
81	 ARLANDO Crafton Jr.		  Are-land-oh			 
89	 Cross NIMMO		  Nee-moe
92	 JAVIN Griffin		  Jay-vin
93	 Rylen SU’A-FILO		  Sue-uh-fee-low
99	 Eric ETINNE		  Ee-tee-en

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

No.	 Name	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Class	 Hometown (HS/Previous School)
72	 Zach Clayton	 OL	 6-5	 320	 Jr.	 Senoia, Ga. (Middle Tennessee/East Coweta HS)
73	 Nonso Omezi	 OL	 6-5	 340	 Sr.	 Houston, Texas (Houston Christian/Texas A&M-Commerce/Westside HS)
74	 Karsten Upchurch	 OL	 6-5	 295	 r-Sr.	 Starkville, Miss. (Mississippi State/East Mississippi CC/Starkville HS)
75	 Brody Riffe	 OL	 6-8	 315	 r-Jr.	 Ocoee, Fla. (EKU/Pitt/West Orange HS)
76	 Max Thurston	 OL	 6-5	 300	 r-So.	 Monroe, Ga. (Georgia Military College/Monroe Area HS)
77	 Jamier Smith	 OL	 6-3	 298	 r-Fr.	 Riverdale, Ga. (Georgia Military College/North Springs HS)
78	 Tyreek Major	 OL	 6-5	 325	 r-So.	 Tampa, Fla. (USF/Gaither HS)
79	 Asa Holbert	 OL	 6-6	 290	 Fr.	 Centre, Ala. (Cherokee County HS)
80	 Jonathan Stafford Jr.	 WR	 5-9	 185	 Fr.	 Auburn, Ga. (Grayson HS)
81	 Arlando Crafton Jr.	 TE	 6-4	 240	 Fr.	 Atlanta, Ga. (Carver HS)
82	 Tre’von McGory	 WR	 5-11	 175	 Fr.	 Memphis, Tenn. (Germantown HS)
84	 Jeremiah Carroll	 WR	 6-0	 180	 Sr.	 Atlanta, Ga. (Carson-Newman/Mays HS)
86	 Eli Wilt	 TE	 6-6	 250	 Fr.	 Nashville, Tenn. (Ensworth HS)
87	 Coleson Arends	 TE	 6-4	 245	 r-Jr.	 Phoenix, Ariz. (Arizona State/Pinnacle HS)
88	 Aiden Miller	 TE	 6-3	 235	 r-Jr.	 Glasgow, Ky. (Barren County HS)
89	 Cross Nimmo	 TE	 6-5	 250	 r-Fr.	 Mentor, Ohio (Lake Catholic HS)
90	 Bryce Fulda	 DE	 6-4	 244	 Fr.	 Bradenton, Fla. (Cardinal Mooney HS)
91	 CeeJay Embry	 DT	 6-1	 280	 Fr.	 Pahokee, Fla. (Pahokee HS)
92	 Javin Griffin	 DT	 6-2	 320	 r-Sr.	 St. Martinville, La. (Gardner-Webb/Mississippi Valley State/St. Martinville HS)
93	 Rylen Su’a-Filo	 DL	 6-1	 320	 Gr.	 Orem, Utah (Southern Utah/Orem HS)
94	 Henry Smith	 DE	 6-3	 254	 Fr.	 Moody, Ala. (Moody HS)
98	 Nathan Gonzales	 DE	 6-4	 248	 Sr.	 Bell Gardens, Fla. (Indiana State/Cerritos College/Warren HS)
99	 Eric Etienne	 DT	 6-1	 305	 r-So.	 Miramar, Fla. (Norfolk State/Miramar HS)
99	 Karl Campbell	 K	 6-5	 225	 Fr.	 Magherafelt, Ireland

https://www.dropbox.com/home/2026%20WKU%20Football/Player%20Pronunciation
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DEPTH CHART
OFFENSE

QB	 5	 Rodney Tisdale Jr.	 R-So.	 6-2	 190 
or	 11	 Brock Glenn	 R-Jr.	 6-2	 225
LT	 59	 Alex Lopez	 R-Fr.	 6-7	 310 
	 67	 Tai Ray	 R-Jr.	 6-7	 330
LG	 73	 Nonso Omezi	 Sr.	 6-5	 340 
	 52	 Isiah Stoudemire	 R-Fr.	 6-3	 312
C	 50	 Alec Johnson	 R-Sr.	 6-1	 295 
	 78	 Tyreek Major	 R-So.	 6-5	 325
RG	 70	 Rhett Larson	 R-Sr.	 6-4	 315 
	 76	 Max Thurston	 R-So.	 6-5	 300
RT	 74	 Karsten Upchurch	 R-Sr.	 6-5	 295 
	 75	 Brody Riffe	 R-Jr.	 6-8	 315 
RB	 3	 Ajay Allen	 R-Sr.	 5-11	 200 
or	 22	 Le’Kamren Meadows	 Fr.	 6-0	 215 
or	 25	 Jaden McGill	 R-Sr.	 6-0	 210 
or	 9	 Kalib Hicks	 R-Jr.	 5-11	 220
WR	 8	 Moussa Barry	 R-Sr.	 6-2	 195 
	 12	 Quincy Burroughs	 R-Sr.	 6-1	 210
WR	 4	 Cameron Flowers	 R-So.	 5-11	 190 
	 17	 Zion Taylor	 R-Jr.	 6-0	 210
WR	 80	 Jonathan Stafford Jr.	 Fr.	 5-9	 185 
	 7	 Qua’Vez Humphreys	 R-Sr.	 6-3	 225
TE	 14	 CC Ezirim	 R-Sr.	 6-7	 250 
or	 19	 Lofton Howard	 R-Jr.	 6-4	 235 
or	 87	 Coleson Arends	 R-Jr.	 6-4	 245  
or	 44	 Griffin Reimer	 R-So.	 6-3	 245

DEFENSE

DE	 13	 LaTrevion Thompson	 R-Sr.	 6-3	 248 
	 98	 Nathan Gonzales	 Sr.	 6-4	 248
DT	 0	 Mackavelli Malotumau	Gr.	 6-1	 295 
	 33	 Zeiqui Lawton	 R-Sr.	 6-2	 290 
or	 51	 Zayden Walters	 Fr.	 6-3	 320 
or	 54	 Sekou Peters	 R-Fr.	 6-2	 300
DT	 93	 Rylen Su’a-Filo	 Gr.	 6-1	 320 
	 52	 Jakeem Fletcher	 R-Sr.	 6-2	 315 
or	 56	 Kiawan Murphy	 R-Sr.	 6-2	 320 
or	 92	 Javin Griffin	 R-Sr.	 6-2	 320
DE	 55	 Venson Sneed	 R-Sr.	 6-4	 268 
	 50	 Elin Jones	 R-Sr.	 6-4	 248 
or	 45	 Josaiah Knight	 R-So.	 6-3	 238
LB	 20	 Zach Smith	 R-So.	 6-0	 224 
or	 32	 Westen Ard	 Fr.	 6-1	 235
LB	 21	 Jaylen Wester	 Gr.	 6-0	 228 
	 22	 Jordan Donald	 So.	 6-2	 224 
or	 18	 Geajorm Akpaloo	 Jr.	 6-1	 230
NB	 6	 Justin Brown	 R-Jr.	 6-0	 195 
	 3	 Christian White	 R-Sr.	 5-11	 185
CB	 2	 Tony Newsome Jr.	 R-Sr.	 5-11	 185 
	 24	 Lataj Wright	 R-Sr.	 5-10	 185
S	 7	 Jaylen Lewis	 R-Sr.	 5-11	 187 
	 19	 Jacob Cosby-Mosley	 R-So.	 5-11	 200
S	 3	 Christian White	 R-Sr.	 5-11	 185 
	 5	 Dave Herard	 R-Sr.	 6-0	 204 
or	 39	 Jaylen Pollard	 Fr.	 5-11	 208
CB	 10	 Tutu Griffin	 R-So.	 6-0	 190 
	 14	 Braxton Myers	 R-Jr.	 6-1	 203

SPECIAL TEAMS

K	 99	 Karl Campbell	 Fr.	 6-5	 225 
	 33	 Michael Smith	 R-So.	 5-8	 172
P	 43	 Jackson Smith	 R-Jr.	 5-10	 222 
	 99	 Karl Campbell	 Fr.	 6-5	 225
KO	 99	 Karl Campbell	 Fr.	 6-5	 225 
	 33	 Michael Smith	 R-So.	 5-8	 172
LS	 49	 Nolan Imhoff	 R-Jr.	 6-0	 233 
	 40	 Carson Perusse	 Jr.	 6-1	 213
KR	 30	 Adrion Boyd	 R-Jr.	 5-7	 185 
or	 2	 Tony Newsome Jr.	 R-Sr.	 5-11	 185 
or	 4	 Cameron Flowers	 R-So.	 5-11	 190 
or	 25	 Jaden McGill	 R-Sr.	 6-0	 210
PR	 80	 Jonathan Stafford Jr.	 Fr.	 5-9	 185 
	 4	 Cameron Flowers	 R-So.	 5-11	 190

CLICK OR SCAN CODE  
FOR PLAYER PRONUNCIATIONS

DAVIS
MERRITT

SIDELINE

JIMMY 
LINDSEY

SIDELINE

JOE
BERNARDI
SIDELINE

ANDY
LARUSSA
SIDELINE

JASON 
BARNES

SIDELINE

DAYTON  
LEBLANC
SIDELINE

DAVID  
METCALF
SIDELINE

KEVIN 
O’BRIEN

PRESS BOX

BODIE
REEDER

PRESS BOX

JASON
MARTIN

SIDELINE

BRYAN 
APPLEWHITE

SIDELINE

TYSON
HELTON

SIDELINE

CLICK OR SCAN CODE  
FOR FULL ROSTER

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/xyrravpoamugp6jty0lbi/AByALV5vELfglZedYnoLup8?rlkey=xoeruuqrbtr8kcaqxqh8ycaol&st=i0pw1i82&dl=0
https://wkusports.com/sports/football/roster
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EXPERIENCE BREAKDOWN
DEFENSE RETURNING LETTERMEN FROM 2024 (16)

Defensive Tackle (3)
Jakeem Fletcher 
Mackavelli Malotumau 
Rylen Su’a-Filo

Defensive End (4)
Elin Jones
Josiah Knight
Zsacari Minnis
Venson Sneed

Linebackers (4)
Jordan Donald
Joshua Mensah
Zach Smith 
Jaylen Wester

Defensive Backs (5)
Justin Brown
Dave Herard
Jaylen Lewis
Braxton Myers
Lataj Wright

SPECIALISTS (2)
Michael Buck
Jackson Smith

CAREER STARTS AT WKU
OFFENSE	 Yr.	 Total	 Cons.	 |---Starts by Year---|
		  Starts	 Starts	 2026	 2025	 2024	 2023
Moussa Barry, WR	 r-Sr.	 14	 --	 1	 10	 1	 2
Karsten Upchurch, OL	r-Sr.	 12	 12	 2	 10	 --	 --
K.D. Hutchinson, WR	 r-Sr.	 10	 --	 --	 7	 --	 3
Rodney Tisdale, QB	 r-So.	 8	 8	 2	 6	 --	 --
Cameron Flowers, WR	r-So.	 5	 2	 2	 3	 --	 --
Alec Johnson, OL	 r-Sr.	 2	 2	 2	 --	 --	 --
Tai Ray, OL	 r-Jr.	 2	 2	 2	 --	 --	 --
Rhett Larson, OL	 r-Sr.	 2	 2	 2	 --	 --	 --
Nonso Omezi, OL	 Sr.	 2	 2	 2	 --	 --	 --
Ajay Allen, RB	 r-Sr.	 2	 2	 2	 --	 --	 --
Jonathan Stafford Jr., WR	 Fr.	 2	 2	 2	 --	 --	 --
CC Ezirim, TE	 r-Sr.	 1	 1	 1	 --	 --	 --
Qua’Vez Humphreys, WR	r-Sr.	 1	 1	 1	 --	 --	 --
Lofton Howard, TE	 r-Jr.	 1	 --	 1	 --	 --	 --
 
DEFENSE	 Yr.	 Total	 Cons.	 |---Starts by Year---|
		  Starts	 Starts	 2026	 2025	 2024	 2023
Jaylen Lewis, DB	 r-Sr.	 15	 15	 2	 13	 --	 --
Mackavelli Malotumau, DT	 Gr.	 14	 1	 1	 13	 --	 --
Jaylen Wester, LB	 Gr.	 13	 1	 1	 12	 --	 --
Dave Herard, DB	 r-Sr.	 12	 --	 --	 12	 --	 --
Rylen Su’a-Filo, DT	 Gr.	 9	 1	 1	 8	 --	 --
Venson Sneed, DE	 r-Sr.	 7	 1	 1	 6	 --	 --
Elin Jones, DE	 r-Sr.	 3	 --	 --	 3	 --	 --
Tutu Griffin, DB	 r-So.	 3	 2	 2	 --	 1	 --
Christian White, DB	 r-Sr.	 2	 2	 2	 --	 --	 --
LaTrevion Thompson, DE	r-Sr.	 2	 2	 2	 --	 --	 --
Zach Smith, LB	 r-So.	 2	 2	 2	 --	 --	 --
D’Cambren Verrett, DB	r-Jr.	 1	 --	 1	 --	 --	 --
Lataj Wright, DB	 r-Sr.	 1	 --	 1	 --	 --	 --
Nathan Gonzales, DE	 Sr.	 1	 --	 1	 --	 --	 --
Zeiqui Lawton, DT	 r-Sr.	 1	 --	 1	 --	 --	 --
Jakeem Fletcher, DT	 r-Sr.	 1	 --	 1	 --	 --	 --
Jordan Donald, LB	 So.	 1	 --	 1	 --	 --	 --
Tony Newsome Jr., DB	r-Sr.	 1	 1	 1	 --	 --	 --
Justin Brown, DB	 r-Jr.	 1	 1	 1	 --	 --	 --

OFFENSE RETURNING LETTERMEN FROM 2025 (9)

Quarterbacks (2)
Caleb McMickle
Rodney Tisdale Jr.

Tight Ends (2)
Lofton Howard 
Aiden Miller

Running Backs (1)
Jaden McGill

Offensive Line (1)
Karsten Upchurch

Wide Receivers (3)
Quincy Burroughs
Cameron Flowers
K.D. Hutchinson

HILLTOPPERS BY CLASS
Seniors/Graduate (33)
Jeremiah Carroll, Sincere Baines, Nathan Gonzales, Nigel Johnson, 
Nonso Omezi, Jyziah Rockwell, Quincy Burroughs (RS), Jakeem 
Fletcher (RS), Dave Herard (RS), K.D. Hutchinson (RS), Elin Jones (RS), 
Jaylen Lewis (RS), Jaden McGill (RS), Joshua Mensah (RS), Jackson 
Smith (RS), Venson Sneed (RS), Karsten Upchurch (RS), Lataj Wright 
(RS), Ajay Allen (RS), BJ Carey (RS), CC Ezirim (RS), Javin Griffin (RS), 
Darius Hampton (RS), Qua’Vez Humphreys (RS), Alec Johnson (RS), 
Rhett Larson (RS), Zeiqui Lawton (RS), Garrison Madden (RS), Kiawan 
Murphy (RS), Tony Newsome Jr. (RS), LaTrevion Thompson (RS), 
Christian White (RS), Moussa Barry (RS), Jaylen Wester, Rylen Su’a-Filo, 
Mackavelli Malotumau

Juniors (21)
Geajorm Akpaloo, Zach Clayton, Carson Perusse, Adrion Boyd (RS), 
Justin Brown (RS), Lofton Howard (RS), Caleb McMickle (RS), Aiden 
Miller (RS), Braxton Myers (RS), Khrystian Washington (RS), Coleson 
Arends (RS), Brock Glenn (RS), Kalib Hicks (RS), Roq Montgomery (RS), 
Canyon Moses (RS), Tai Ray (RS), Brody Riffe (RS), Zion Taylor (RS), 
D’Cambren Verrett (RS), Alan Gbee (RS), Nolan Imhoff (RS)

Sophomores (15)
Jordan Donald, Walter Manning, Michael Buck (RS), Eric Etienne (RS), 
Cameron Flowers (RS), Xavion “Tutu” Griffin (RS), Josaiah Knight (RS), 
Zsacari Minnis (RS), Zach Smith (RS), Max Thurston (RS), Rodney Tisdale 
Jr. (RS), Jacob Cosby-Mosley (RS), Tyreek Major (RS), Griffin Reimer (RS), 
Michael Smith (RS)

Redshirt Freshmen (12)
Jordan Bergeron, Jackson Dialls, Kai Micatrotto, Cross Nimmo, Sekou 
Peters, Elijah Rumph, Fonzy Smith, Isiah Stoudemire, Sharlandiin 
“Zaqq” Strange, Brandon Thomas, Jamier Smith, Alex Lopez

True Freshmen (24)
Westen Ard, Makhi Brazier, Arlando Crafton Jr., Jordan Curll, Ceejay 
Embry, Taron Essex, Bryce Fulda, Devin Hamilton, Asa Holbert, Tre’von 
McGory, Leonzay Merzius, Cam O’Hara, Elijah Peake, Jaylen Pollard, 
Tyrell Scott, Henry Smith, PJ Souffrant, Jonathan Stafford Jr., Isaac Tanis, 
Zayden Walters, Eli Wilt, Karl Campbell, Le’Kamren Meadows, Daniel 
Wall
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The Helton FILE 
Born: 	 June 20, 1977
Hometown: 	 Gainesville, Fla.
College: 	 Houston, ‘99
Wife: 	 April
Children:	 Shelby, Presley, Cole, Clay 

Coaching CAREER
2000	 Hawaii	 Graduate Assistant
2001-03	 Hawaii	 Special Teams Coor
2004-06	 Memphis	 TE/Special Teams Coor
2007-11	 UAB	 Quarterbacks
2012	 UAB	 Running Backs
2013	 Cincinnati	 TE/Special Teams Coor
2014-15	 WKU	 Offensive Coor/QBs
2016-17	 USC	 Passing Game/QBs
2018	 Tennessee	 Offensive Coor/QBs 
2019-present	 WKU	 Head Coach 

RESULTS (57-37 Overall)
2019  (9-4 OVR, 6-2 CUSA  //  4-2 H, 4-1 A, 1-1 N)

Aug. 29	 Central Arkansas		  L, 28-35
Sept. 7	 at FIU*			   W, 20-14
Sept. 14	 vs. Louisville			   L, 21-38
Sept. 28	 UAB*			   W, 20-13
Oct. 5	 at Old Dominion*		  W, 20-3
Oct. 12	 Army			   W, 17-8
Oct. 19	 Charlotte* 			   W, 30-14
Oct. 26	 at Marshall*			   L, 23-26
Nov. 2	 Florida Atlantic*		  L, 24-35
Nov. 9	 at Arkansas			   W, 45-19
Nov. 23	 at Southern Miss*		  W, 28-10
Nov. 30	 Middle Tennessee*		  W, 31-26
Dec. 30	 vs. Western Michigan		  W, 23-20
	 (SERVPRO First Responder Bowl)

2020  (5-7 OVR, 4-3 CUSA  //  3-2 H, 2-4 A, 0-1 N)
Sept. 12	 at Louisville			   L, 21-35
Sept. 19	 Liberty			   L, 24-30
Oct. 3	 at Middle Tennessee*		  W, 20-17
Oct. 10	 Marshall* 			   L, 14-38
Oct. 17	 at UAB*			   L, 14-37
Oct. 24	 Chattanooga			   W, 13-10
Oct. 31	 at #10/11 BYU			  L, 10-41
Nov. 7	 at Florida Atlantic*		  L, 6-10
Nov. 14	 Southern Miss*		  W, 10-7
Nov. 21	 FIU*			   W, 38-21
Dec. 6	 at Charlotte*			   W, 37-19
Dec. 26	 vs. Georgia State		  L, 21-39
	 (LendingTreeBowl)

2021  (9-5 OVR, 7-1 CUSA  //  4-2 H, 4-3 A, 1-0 N)
Sept. 2	 UT Martin			   W, 59-21
Sept. 11	 at Army			   L, 35-38
Sept. 18	 Indiana			   L, 31-33
Oct. 2	 at #16/17 Michigan St.		  L, 31-48
Oct. 9	 UTSA*			   L, 46-52
Oct. 16	 at Old Dominion*		  W, 43-20
Oct. 23	 at FIU*			   W, 34-19
Oct. 30	 Charlotte* 			   W, 45-13
Nov. 6	 Middle Tennessee*		  W, 48-21
Nov. 13	 at Rice*			   W, 42-21
Nov. 20	 Florida Atlantic*		  W, 52-17
Nov. 27	 at Marshall*			   W, 53-21
Dec. 3	 at UTSA			   L, 41-49
	 (CUSA Championship Game)
Dec. 18	 vs. App State			   W, 59-38
	 (Bocal Raton Bowl)

2022  (9-5 OVR, 6-2 CUSA  //  4-2 H, 4-3 A, 1-0 N)
Aug. 27	 Austin Peay			   W, 38-27
Sept. 3	 at Hawaii			   W, 49-17
Sept. 17	 at Indiana			   L, 30-33 OT
Sept. 24	 FIU*			   W, 73-0
Oct. 1	 Troy			   L, 27-34
Oct. 8	 at UTSA*			   L, 28-31
Oct. 15	 at Middle Tennessee*		  W, 35-17
Oct. 21	 UAB*			   W, 20-17
Oct. 29	 North Texas* 			   L, 13-40
Nov. 5	 at Charlotte*			   W, 59-7
Nov. 12	 Rice*			   W, 45-10
Nov. 19	 at Auburn			   L, 17-41
Nov. 26	 at FAU*			   W, 32-31 OT
Dec. 21	 vs. South Alabama		  W, 44-23
	 (R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl)

2023  (8-5 OVR, 5-3 CUSA  //  4-2 H, 3-3 A, 1-0 N)
Sept. 2	 South Florida			   W, 41-24
Sept. 9	 Houston Christian		  W, 52-22
Sept. 16	 at No. 6/4 Ohio State		  L, 10-63
Sept. 23	 at Troy			   L, 24-27
Sept. 28	 Middle Tennessee*		  W, 31-10
Oct. 5	 at Louisiana Tech*		  W, 35-28
Oct. 17	 at Jacksonville State*		  L, 17-20
Oct. 24	 Liberty*			   L, 29-42
Nov. 4	 at UTEP*	 W, 21-13 
Nov. 11	 New Mexico State*	 L, 29-38
Nov. 18	 Sam Houston*		  W, 28-23
Nov. 25	 at FIU*			   W, 41-28
Dec. 18	 vs. Old Dominion		                    W, 38-35 (OT)
	 (Famous Toastery Bowl)

Tyson Helton was named Western Kentucky University’s 
21st head football coach on November 27, 2018. The 
2026 campaign will mark his eighth season at the helm 
of the Hilltopper program after producing a 57-36 mark 
(including 40-15 in CUSA play), reaching seven bowl games 
and earning a spot in two Conference USA Championship 
Games in his first seven years.

Under Helton, the Hilltoppers have been one of just eight 
teams in the country that played in a bowl game or College 
Football Playoff game in each of the last seven seasons. 
WKU won five of those games – the 2019 SERVPRO First 
Responder Bowl, the 2021 RoofClaim.com Boca Raton Bowl, 
the 2022 R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl, the 2023 Famous 
Toastery Bowl and the 2025 New Orleans Bowl – and was 
one of just seven programs nationally to win a bowl game 
each season between 2021-23.

WKU has won at least eight games in six of the seven 
seasons under Helton, including in each of the last five 
seasons between 2021-25. The Hilltoppers are one of only 
10 FBS programs in the nation with eight-or-more wins 
in each of the last five seasons, and one of only two non-
Power Conference programs to accomplish the feat. WKU is 
the only non-Power Conference program that has done it 
playing an FBS schedule each of those five seasons.

Helton’s program has consistently produced NFL talent 
during his tenure. The Hilltoppers had five players selected 
in the four NFL Drafts between 2022-25. That included a 
player selected in the third round in each of those four 
NFL Drafts, and WKU was the only non-Power Conference 
program to have a player drafted within the first three 
rounds in each of those four NFL Drafts. DeAngelo Malone 
was selected by the Atlanta Falcons in the third round of 
the 2022 Draft and Bailey Zappe was picked in the fourth 
round that year by the New England Patriots, while Brodric 
Martin was taken by the Detroit Lions in the third round 
in 2023, Malachi Corley was picked by the New York Jets 
in the third round in 2024 and Upton Stout was selected 
by the San Francisco 49ers in the third round of the 2025 
NFL Draft. Beyond those five, WKU has seen several players 
go undrafted and produce successful professional careers 
since Helton’s arrival.

WKU started the 2025 season with over 60 new players on 
the roster, as well as several new coaches, including both 
offensive and defensive coordinators. Despite the turnover 
in roster and staff, Helton coached the Hilltoppers to a 9-4 
record, which included a 27-16 victory over Southern Miss 
in the New Orleans Bowl at Caesars Superdome. 

In the 2024 season, after losing the player with the 
most receptions in program history – Corley – and CUSA’s 
passing leader for back-to-back seasons – Austin Reed – 

among others from the 2023 roster, Helton coached the 
Hilltoppers to an 8-6 overall record and berths in both 
the CUSA Championship Game and the Boca Raton 
Bowl.

Helton led his team to an 8-5 record and a fifth 
consecutive bowl game during the 2023 season. The 
Hilltoppers rallied from a 28-0 deficit to defeat Old 
Dominion 38-35 in overtime in the Famous Toastery 
Bowl, marking the fourth-largest comeback ever in a 
bowl game.

His program faced a lot of uncertainty heading into the 
2022 campaign after losing record-setting quarterback 
Bailey Zappe along with both coordinators, but Helton 
added the right pieces to put the Hilltoppers back 
together and produced another 9-5 season. Transfer 
quarterback Austin Reed led the nation in passing yards 
offensively while Helton’s defense led college football 
in forced turnovers. The team’s success throughout the 
regular season culminated in an appearance at the 2022 
R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl where the Tops defeated 
a 10-win South Alabama team, 44-23.

The 2021 season was arguably Helton’s best on The Hill 
as the Tops strung together a 9-4 record that featured a 
C-USA East Division Title and a victory over App State in 
the Boca Raton Bowl. Helton also led the WKU offense to 
a historic season that saw quarterback Bailey Zappe set 
new NCAA record in passing yards and touchdowns in 
a single season. At year’s end, Zappe was drafted by the 
New England Patriots, joining defensive end DeAngelo 
Malone who was drafted by his hometown Atlanta 
Falcons.

WKU finished the 2020 campaign with a 5-7 overall 
record, including a 39-21 loss to Georgia State in the 
22nd Annual LendingTree Bowl. The Hilltoppers were 
only 1-of-16 college football teams in the nation to play 
in 12 or more games during the COVID-19-affected year.

In his first season as head coach at WKU, Helton led the 
Hilltoppers to one of the best turnarounds in the nation. 
With a 9-4 overall record in 2019, WKU tripled its 2018 
win total (3-9) and matched the number of victories 
from the previous two years combined (9-16).

The Hilltoppers’ six-win improvement from 2018-to-
2019 tied for the third-best in FBS, behind only Navy (8) 
and Central Michigan (7). WKU was voted to finish fifth 
in the East in the preseason Conference USA poll, but 
concluded the year tied for second with a 6-2 league 
record.

Because of the team’s success, Helton was voted 2019 
C-USA Coach of the Year, the first Hilltopper head coach 
since Jack Harbaugh was the Ohio Valley Conference 
Coach of the Year in 2000. It was only the sixth 
conference Coach of the Year honor in program history, 
with the previously-mentioned Harbaugh, Jimmy Feix 
(1973, 1978 and 1980) and Nick Denes (1963) as the only 
other WKU head coaches to earn the recognition.

Tyson and his father Kim (at Houston in 1996 – with 
Tyson on the team as a freshman), are the only father-
son duo to each be named Coach of the Year in C-USA’s 
25-year history in any sport. The Heltons are the first 
father-son duo to each be named Coach of the Year in 
any FBS league since the Bowdens – Tommy (Clemson 
in 2003) and Bobby (Florida State in 1993 and 1997) – in 
the Atlantic Coast Conference.

Helton returned to WKU three years removed from the 
2015 football season which ended with the Hilltoppers’ 
final Associated Press ranking of 24 – the highest 
in school history – and a school-record 12 victories, 
including the first-ever FBS conference championship. 
Helton’s previous tenure coincided with quarterback 
Brandon Doughty’s astronomical ascension up the 
NCAA’s career record book and total rewriting of the 
program’s own offensive records.

During his three years away from the program, 
Helton spent two seasons at the University of Southern 
California as the passing game coordinator and 
quarterbacks coach under head coach Clay Helton. 
Helton developed quarterback Sam Darnold into an 
All-Pac-12 First Team quarterback and the No. 3 overall 

TYSON HELTON
HEAD COACH  |  @COACH_HELTON

10TH YEAR AT WKU – 8TH YEAR AS HEAD COACH  |  HOUSTON, ‘99
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selection in the 2018 NFL Draft by the New York Jets.
In that same draft class, another of Helton’s protégés, 

WKU’s Mike White, was also selected in the fifth round by 
the Dallas Cowboys.

Immediately prior to his return to The Hill as head coach, 
Helton was Tennessee head coach Jeremy Pruitt’s first hire 
on his initial coaching staff as offensive coordinator and 
quarterbacks coach in 2018. In just one season in Knoxville, 
Helton developed quarterback Jarrett Guarantano into one 
of the Southeastern Conference’s most formidable signal 
callers. The redshirt sophomore followed an up-and-down 
freshman campaign by becoming the No. 5 ranked SEC 
quarterback in passing efficiency (147.8) and completion 
percentage (64.5). His 144 consecutive pass attempts 
without an interception set a new school record, and he 
enjoyed new career highs for completions (27), attempts 
(39), passing touchdowns (2), and passing yards (328) under 
Helton’s tutelage.

Helton was WKU’s offensive coordinator and quarterbacks 
coach in 2014 and 2015 under then-head coach Jeff Brohm. 
WKU’s offensive numbers ranked among the nation’s elite 
during Helton’s two years on the staff and featured the 
first-ever 4,500-yard passer (Brandon Doughty) and 1,500-
yard rusher (Leon Allen) in the same season in FBS history 
in 2014.

WKU broke more than two dozen school offensive records 
under Helton, including the points scored record in each 
of his two years.  The Hilltopper offense was in the national 
Top 10 in 2015 in passing efficiency (1st, 177.4), scoring 
(3rd, 44.3), passing (4th, 372.2), first downs (8th, 349) and 
total yards (9th, 526.4).

In 2014, WKU became the first NCAA program with a 
4,500-yard passer and 1,500-yard rusher while winning the 
Bahamas Bowl to finish 8-4. That season, they were second 
nationally in passing (374.3), fourth in total offense (534.6) 
and sixth in scoring offense (44.4) and first downs (351).

Helton was among four finalists for the 2015 
FootballScoop.com Offensive Coordinator of the Year 
Award. He coached quarterback Brandon Doughty to 
back-to-back Conference USA MVP honors as he threw 97 
touchdown passes in 2014 and 2015 (the most in NCAA 
history in consecutive seasons). Doughty led the nation in 
2015 in completion percentage (71.9), passing touchdowns 
(48), passing yards (5,055) and points responsible for (304) 
while ranking second in passing efficiency (176.5). That 
came off a 2014 campaign in which he threw for national 
bests of 4,830 yards and 49 TDs while winning the Sammy 
Baugh Award from the Touchdown Club of Columbus 
as the nation’s top quarterback.  Wide receiver Taywan 
Taylor ranked second in the nation in 2015 in receiving 
touchdowns (17) and was third in receiving yards (1,467), 
both school season records as was his 86 receptions.  Fellow 
receiver Jared Dangerfield had 82 catches in 2015, second 
most in school history.

Helton spent the 2013 season as Cincinnati’s special teams 
coordinator and tight ends coach. Cincinnati set a school 
season total offense record (6,137 yards) as Helton coached 
tight end Blake Annen and kick returner Ralph David 
Abernathy IV to All-American Athletic Conference first team 
honors.

He spent the previous six seasons (2007-12) at UAB, with 
the first five as the quarterbacks coach, and then 2012 
coaching the running backs and serving as the recruiting 
coordinator. Under Helton’s guidance, quarterback Joe 
Webb developed into one of the most prolific quarterbacks 
in NCAA history.  In 2009, when he finished sixth nationally 
in total offense and ninth in passing efficiency, Webb 
became the first player in NCAA history to pass for 2,000 
yards and rush for 1,000 yards in consecutive seasons.  The 
2009 and 2010 Blazer offenses produced the two highest 
total offense yardage totals in UAB history, both topping 
5,000 yards.  Then in 2012, running back Darrin Reaves was 
an All-Conference USA first teamer as he ran for 1,037 yards 
and a school-record 13 scores.

Helton coached tight ends and special teams at Memphis 
for three years (2004-06). Tigers’ kicker Stephen Gostkowski, 
who established the school career scoring record, was 

Conference USA’s Special Teams Player of the Year in 2005 
and has since won three Super Bowls with the New England 
Patriots.

Helton began his coaching career at Hawaii for four years 
(2000-03), the first year as a graduate assistant working 
with the special teams and the final three seasons as the 
special teams coach. In 2001, his first as a full-time coach, 
the Warriors led the nation in kickoff return yardage and 
broke the NCAA record for season kickoff return average. 
Return specialist Chad Owens set NCAA game records for 
most combined return yardage and most kickoff return 
yardage and tied an NCAA record with two scoring kick 
returns in a game.

Helton played quarterback at Houston (1996-99), where 
he earned a bachelor’s degree in business in 1999, after 
starring at Clements High in Sugar Land (Texas). His father, 
Kim, was the head coach at Houston during Tyson’s tenure.

Helton and his wife, April, have two daughters, Shelby 
Grace and Presley, and twin boys, Cole and Clay. Besides 
being Houston’s head coach (1993-99), his father, Kim, 
was an assistant in college (Florida, Miami and UAB), 
the NFL (Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Houston Oilers, Los 
Angeles Raiders, Washington Redskins) and CFL (Toronto 
Argonauts).

TYSON HELTON
HEAD COACH  |  @COACH_HELTON

10TH YEAR AT WKU – 8TH YEAR AS HEAD COACH  |  HOUSTON, ‘99

2024  (8-6 OVR, 6-2 CUSA  //  5-1 H, 3-4 A, 0-1 N)
Aug. 31	 at No. 5 Alabama	 L, 0-63
Sept. 7	 Eastern Kentucky	 W, 31-0
Sept. 14	 at Middle Tennessee*	 W, 49-21
Sept. 21	 Toledo	 W, 26-21
Sept. 28	 at Boston College	 L, 20-21
Oct. 10	 UTEP*	 W, 44-17
Oct. 16	 at Sam Houston*	 W, 31-14
Oct. 30	 Kennesaw State*	 W, 31-14
Nov. 9	 at New Mexico State*	 W, 41-28
Nov. 16	 Louisiana Tech*	 L, 7-12
Nov. 23	 at Liberty*	 L, 21-38
Nov. 30	 Jax State*	 W, 19-17
Dec. 6	 vs. Jax State	 L, 12-52

(CUSA Championship Game)
Dec. 18	 vs. James Madison	 L, 17-27

(Boca Raton Bowl)
2025  (9-4 OVR, 6-2 CUSA  //  5-1 H, 3-3 A, 1-0 N)

Aug. 23	 Sam Houston*	 W, 41-24
Aug. 30	 North Alabama	 W, 55-6
Sept. 6	 at Toledo	 L, 21-45
Sept. 20	 Nevada	 W, 31-16
Sept. 27	 at Missouri State*	 W, 27-22
Oct. 3	 at Delaware*	 W, 27-24
Oct. 14	 FIU*	 L, 6-25
Oct. 21	 at Louisiana Tech*	 W, 28-27 (OT)
Nov. 1	 New Mexico State*	 W, 35-16
Nov. 15	 Middle Tennessee*	 W, 42-26
Nov. 22	 at LSU	 L, 10-13
Nov. 29	 at Jax State*	 L, 34-37
Dec. 23	 vs. Southern Miss	 W, 27-16

(Boca Raton Bowl)
2026  (0-2 OVR, 0-0 CUSA  //  0-0 H, 0-2 A, 0-0 N)

Sept. 5	 at Nevada	 L, 14-49
Sept. 12	 at Georgia	 L, 20-70
Sept. 19	 at Indiana	
Sept. 26	 Mercyhurst	
Oct. 1	 at New Mexico State*	
Oct. 8	 Missouri State*	
Oct. 14	 at Sam Houston*	
Oct. 27	 Delaware*	
Nov. 7	 at Middle Tennessee*	
Nov. 14	 Jax State*	
Nov. 21	 at Liberty*	
Nov. 28	 Kennesaw State*	

		  In	  Under
		  2026	 Helton
Overall Record	 0-2	 57-38
Conference USA	 0-0	 40-15
Non-Conference	 0-2	 17-21
Home	 0-0	 29-12
Away	 0-2	 23-23
Neutral	 0-0	 5-3
Artificial Turf	 0-1	 54-30
Natural Grass	 0-1	 3-8
Day Games	 0-1	 31-18
Night Games	 0-1	 25-20
TV Networks
	 ESPN +	 0-0	 25-8
	 ESPN 3	 0-0	 5-0
	 Watch Stadium	 0-0	 3-4
	 CBS Sports Net	 0-1	 12-6
	 Fox Sports Net	 0-0	 0-3
	 FOX	 0-0	 0-1
	 ESPN	 0-0	 6-4
	 ESPN2	 0-0	 2-0
	 ACC/B1G/SEC Net	 0-1	 1-7
	 ESPNU	 0-0	 2-5
In August	 0-0	 3-2
In September	 0-2	 13-12
In October	 0-0	 16-12
In November	 0-0	 19-8
In December	 0-0	 5-4
Scoring 0-9 points	 0-0	 0-4
Scoring 10-19 points	 0-1	 4-11
Scoring 20-29 points	 0-1	 14-16
Scoring 30-39 points	 0-0	 16-5
Scoring 40+ points	 0-0	 23-2
Allowing 0-9 points	 0-0	 7-0
Allowing 10-19 points	 0-0	 24-3
Allowing 20-29 points	 0-0	 23-6
Allowing 30-39 points	 0-0	 3-16
Allowing 40+ points	 0-2	 0-13
Scoring First	 0-0	 34-14
Opponent Scores First	 0-2	 11-24
Leading after 1st Quarter	 0-0	 29-9
Tied after 1st Quarter	 0-0	 14-7
Trailing after 1st Quarter	 0-2	 14-22
Leading at Half Time	 0-0	 41-8
Tied at Half Time	 0-0	 5-2
Trailing at Half Time	 0-2	 11-28
Leading after 3rd Quarter	 0-0	 48-4
Tied after 3rd Quarter	 0-0	 2-3
Trailing after 3rd Quarter	 0-2	 7-31
Overtime Games	 0-0	 3-1

RECORD BREAKDOWN
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PRESEASON RECOGNITION
Five Hilltoppers were named to the Conference USA Preseason Watch List during the summer – safety Jaylen 

Lewis, wide receiver/returner K.D. Hutchinson, offensive lineman Karsten Upchurch, quarterback Rodney 
Tisdale Jr. and defensive end LaTrevion Thompson. Lewis, Upchurch and Hutchinson were also named to 
the 2027 Shriners Children’s 1000 Watchlist, and Lewis was included on the 2026 Freaks List by The Athletic. 
Running back Ajay Allen was a preseason candidate for the Doak Walker Award, and offensive lineman Nonso 
Omezi was included on the Earl Campbell Tyler Rose Award Watch List.

NEW FACES ON THE ROSTER
The Hilltoppers entered the 2026 season with 65 new players on the roster – the new norm for the program. Last 

season, WKU entered the season with 61 new players. This year’s group of newcomers includes 41 transfers and 24 
true freshmen, with 24 letterwinners returning from 2025, including seven starters. In the opener at Nevada, 16 players 
made their first start for the Hilltoppers, and 32 players appeared in their first game with the program.

 NEW FACES ON THE COACHING STAFF
In addition to a large group of newcomers on the roster, WKU entered the season with plenty of new faces on the 

coaching staff. The Hilltoppers have a new Offensive Coordinator in Bodie Reeder – the program’s seventh different 
Offensive Coordinator in the last seven seasons. Joe Bernardi was promoted to Co-Offensive Coordinator during the 
offseason. Davis Merritt was promoted to Defensive Coordinator after serving as Co-Defensive Coordinator last season. 
WKU hired Dayton LeBlanc to coach defensive tackles and David Metcalf to lead the safeties.

HOMETOWN HEROES
WKU’s 2026 roster features six players from the state of Kentucky, including one from Bowling Green in tight 

end Lofton Howard, who prepped at Greenwood High School for his father and former Hilltopper, William 
Howard. Tight end Aiden Miller also comes from Southcentral Kentucky and played high school ball at Barren 
County High School in Glasgow. True freshman quarterback Cam O’Hara is a northern Kentucky native that 
prepped at Cooper High School, punter Jackson Smith prepped at Boyle County High School, Jackson Dialls 
prepped at Frederick Douglass High School and defensive back Khrystian Washington prepped at Louisville 
Central.

STICKING AROUND TO COACH
Several recent WKU players have stayed on The Hill to begin their coaching careers. Bowling Green native 

Terrion Thompson, a defensive lineman from 2020-24, is now in his second season serving in a Quality Control 
– Defensive Line role, while Trevor Borland, a Hilltopper tight end from 2023-24, is now in a Quality Control 
– Quarterbacks role after working with tight ends a season ago. Devon Lynch, a Hilltopper linebacker from 
2023-24, is in his second season working with the Strength and Conditioning staff in a Quality Control role. 
Joining that group this year is Elvin Fofanah, who is in the Quality Control – Tight Ends position. Fofanah, a 
Bowling Green native that prepped at Bowling Green High, was a tight end at WKU from 2023-24, after starting 
his career with two seasons at Lindsey Wilson College. Fofanah returns to WKU after playing his final season of 
college football at Gardner-Webb. Anthony Brackenrdige, a Hilltopper linebacker from 2022-25, now serves in a 
Quality Control – Linebackers role.

PRO TOPS
WKU entered the 2026 NFL season with 16 former players on NFL rosters. The Hilltoppers have had success 

in the NFL Draft under Head Coach Tyson Helton, with five players selected, including four within the first 
three rounds. WKU was the only non-Power Conference program to have a player drafted within the first three 
rounds in each of the four NFL Drafts from 2022-25. The most recent Hilltopper to get drafted was Upton Stout, 
who was selected in the third round of the 2025 NFL Draft by the San Francisco 49ers. Also drafted under 
Helton were DeAngelo Malone, who was selected by the Atlanta Falcons in the third round of the 2022 Draft; 
Bailey Zappe, who was picked in the fourth round in 2022 by the New England Patriots; Brodric Martin, who 
was taken by the Detroit Lions in the third round in 2023; and Malachi Corley, who was picked by the New York 
Jets in the third round in 2024.

Player	 Years at WKU	  NFL Team (As of 9/8/26)
Ricky Barber, DT	 2019-20	 Washington Commanders
Beanie Bishop Jr., DB	 2018-21	 Chicago Bears^
Malachi Corley, WR	 2020-23	 Cleveland Browns
Kahlef Hailassie, DB	 2021-22	 Minnesota Vikings*
Tyler Higbee, TE	 2011-15	 Los Angeles Rams
Jimmy Holiday, WR	 2023	 Kansas City Chiefs^
Lucky Jackson, WR	 2015-19	 Detroit Lions*
Devon Key, DB	 2016-20	 Denver Broncos
Jayden Loving, DT	 2023-24	 Chicago Bears
DeAngelo Malone, DE	 2017-21	 Atlanta Falcons^
Jordan Meredith, OG	 2016-20	 New York Jets
Wes Pahl, P	 2020-22	 Cleveland Browns*
Upton Stout, CB	 2022-24	 San Francisco 49ers
Mitchell Tinsley, WR	 2020-21	 Houston Texans*
Noah Whittington, RB	 2020-21	 Houston Texans*
Bailey Zappe, QB	 2021	 New York Jets*
		  *Practice Squad
		  ^Reserve/PUP

TALKING POINTS

JAYLEN LEWIS (DB)

2027 Shriners Children’s 1000 Watchlist 
2026 CUSA Preseason Watch List 
2026 Freaks List 
 
AJAY ALLEN (RB)

2026 Doak Walker Award Watch List 
 
NONSO OMEZI (OL)

2026 Earl Campbell Tyler Rose Award Watch List 
 
K.D. HUTCHINSON (WR)

2027 Shriners Children’s 1000 Watchlist 
2026 CUSA Preseason Watch List 
 
KARSTEN UPCHURCH (OL)

2027 Shriners Children’s 1000 Watchlist 
2026 CUSA Preseason Watch List 
 
RODNEY TISDALE JR. (QB)

2026 CUSA Preseason Watch List 
 
LATREVION THOMPSON (DE)

2026 CUSA Preseason Watch List 

2026 PRESEASON HONORS

Aug. 31
O: Trey Hedden, NMSU
OL: Ma’kyi Lee, NMSU
D: Gabe Peterson, NMSU
ST: Conor Donaghy, Jax State
FR: Carson Su’esu’e, NMSU

Sept. 7
O: Jamill Williams, Jax State
OL: Lance Johnson, Jax State
D: Nick Session, NMSU
ST: Triston Morgan, Kennesaw State

FR: Kevin Moore, Delaware

Sept. 14
O: JJ Kohl, FIU
OL: Zaire Flournoy, FIU
D: Elisha Baldridge, FIU
ST: Dominic Bourgeois, MTSU
FR: Felix Visser, FIU

Sept. 21
O: 
OL: 
D: 
ST: 
FR: 

Sept. 28
O: 
OL: 
D: 
ST: 
FR: 

Oct. 5
O: 
OL: 
D: 
ST: 
FR: 

Oct. 12
O: 
OL: 
D: 
ST: 
FR: 

Oct. 19
O: 
OL: 
D: 
ST: 
FR: 

Oct. 26
O: 
OL: 
D: 
ST: 
FR: 

Nov. 2
O: 
OL: 
D: 
ST: 
FR: 

Nov. 9
O: 
OL: 
D: 
ST: 
FR: 

Nov. 16
O: 
OL: 
D: 
ST: 
FR: 

Nov. 23
O: 
OL: 
D: 
ST: 
FR:  

Nov. 30
O: 
OL: 
D: 
ST: 
FR: 

2026 CUSA PLAYERS OF THE WEEK
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UNIFORM TRACKER

Since 2013, the Hilltoppers have worn multiple jersey combinations. WKU switched to Nike uniforms in 2017 
after wearing Russell previously, and the Hilltoppers extended its partnerships with NIKE and BSN Sports in 
summer 2026. Here is the breakdown of WKU’s record by uniform combination.

RECORD BY UNIFORM COMBINATION SINCE 2013
RED-RED (15-6)

Sept. 28, 2013	Navy	 W, 19-7
Oct. 3, 2013	 at UL Monroe	 W, 31-10
Nov. 30, 2013	Arkansas State	 W, 34-31
Aug. 29, 2014	Bowling Green	 W, 59-31
Oct. 4, 2014	 UAB	 L, 39-42
Nov. 8, 2014	 UTEP	 W, 35-27 
Oct. 10, 2015	 MTSU	 W, 58-28
Sept. 24, 2016	Vanderbilt	 L, 30-31 (OT)
Nov. 5, 2016	 FIU	 W, 49-21 
Sept. 8, 2018	 Maine	 L, 28-31
Oct. 19, 2019	 Charlotte	 W, 30-14
Sept. 19, 2020	Liberty	 L, 24-30
Oct. 30, 2021	 Charlotte	 W, 45-13
Dec. 18, 2021	vs. App State	 W, 59-38
Nov. 11, 2022	vs. Rice	 W, 45-10
Sept. 28, 2023	vs. MTSU	 W, 31-10
Sept. 21, 2024	Toledo	 W, 26-21
Oct. 10, 2024	 UTEP	 W, 44-17
Nov. 16, 2024	LA Tech	 L, 7-12
Dec. 18, 2024	James Madison	 L, 17-27
Nov. 15, 2025	MTSU	 W, 42-26

RED-WHITEWHITE (11-5)
Aug. 31, 2013	vs. Kentucky	 W, 35-26
Oct. 26, 2013	 Troy	 L, 26-32
Dec. 24, 2014	vs. Central Michigan	W, 49-48
Dec. 5, 2015	 Southern Miss	 W, 45-28
Oct. 22, 2016	 Old Dominion	 W, 59-24
Dec. 3, 2016	 LA Tech	 W, 58-44
Sept. 2, 2017	 Eastern Kentucky	 W, 31-17
Sept. 16, 2017	LA Tech	 L, 22-23
Oct. 14, 2017	 Charlotte	 W, 45-14
Oct. 27, 2018	 FIU	 L, 17-38
Oct. 12, 2019	 Amy	 W, 17-8
Oct. 10, 2020	 Marshall	 L, 14-38
Nov. 11, 2023	New Mexico State	 L, 29-38
Sept. 7, 2024	 Eastern Kentucky	 W, 31-0
Aug. 23, 2025	Sam Houston	 W, 41-24
Nov. 1, 2025	 New Mexico State	 W, 35-16

RED-BLACK (14-7)
Nov. 22, 2014	UTSA	 W, 45-7
Sept. 10, 2015	LA Tech	 W, 41-38
Nov. 7, 2015	 Florida Atlantic	 W, 35-19
Sept. 1, 2016	 Rice	 W, 46-14
Nov. 12, 2016	North Texas	 W, 45-7
Dec.  20, 2016	vs. Memphis	 W, 51-31
Oct. 28, 2017	 Florida Atlantic	 L, 28-42
Nov. 17, 2017	 MTSU	 W, 41-38 (30T)
Sept. 14, 2019	vs. Louisville	 L, 21-38
Nov. 30, 2019	MTSU	 W, 31-26
Oct. 31, 2020	 at #10/11 BYU	 L, 10-41
Nov. 14, 2020	Southern Miss	 W, 10-7
Oct. 9, 2021	 UTSA	 L, 46-52
Nov. 6, 2021	 MTSU	 W, 48-21
Aug. 27, 2021	Austin Peay	 W, 38-27
Oct. 29, 2022	 North Texas	 L, 13-40
Sept. 2, 2023	 South Florida	 W, 41-24
Sept. 20, 2025	Nevada	 W, 31-16
Nov. 22, 2025	at LSU	 L, 10-13
Sept. 12, 2026	 at Georgia	 L, 20-70

BLACK-RED (3-1)
Nov. 2, 2019	 Florida Atlantic	 L, 24-35
Nov. 20, 2021	Florida Atlantic	 W, 52-17
Nov. 18, 2023	Sam Houston	 W, 28-23
Nov. 30, 2024	Jax State	 W, 19-17

BLACK-WHITEWHITE (1-0)
Nov. 17, 2018	UTEP	 W, 40-16

 
 
 
 

BLACK-BLACK (6-6)
Oct. 15, 2013	 Louisiana Lafayette	 L, 20-37
Oct. 25, 2014	 Old Dominion	 W, 66-51
Nov. 15, 2014	Army	 W, 52-24
Nov. 27, 2015	Marshall	 W, 49-28
Sept. 29, 2018	Marshall	 L, 17-20
Aug. 29, 2019	Central Arkansas	 L, 28-35
Nov. 21, 2020	FIU	 W, 38-21
Sept. 25, 2021	Indiana	 L, 31-33
Oct. 21, 2022	 UAB	 W, 20-17
Oct. 24, 2023	 Liberty	 L, 29-42
Oct. 30, 2024	 Kennesaw State	 W, 31-14
Oct. 14, 2025	 FIU	 L, 6-25

WHITEWHITE-RED (24-13)
Sept. 7, 2013	 at Tennessee	 L, 20-52
Nov. 2, 2013	 at Georgia State	 W, 44-28
Nov. 9, 2013	 at Army	 W, 21-17
Nov. 23, 2013	at Texas State	 W, 38-7
Sept. 6, 2014	 at Illinois	 L, 34-42
Sept. 27, 2014	at Navy	 W, 36-27
Oct. 18, 2014	 at Florida Atlantic	 L, 38-45
Nov. 1, 2014	 at LA Tech	 L, 10-59
Nov. 28, 2014	at #19 Marshall	W, 67-66 (OT)
Sept. 3, 2015	 at Vanderbilt	 W, 14-12
Sept. 19, 2015	at Indiana	 L, 35-38
Oct. 15, 2015	 at North Texas	 W, 55-28
Oct. 31, 2015	 at Old Dominion	 W, 55-30
Dec. 21, 2015	vs. South Florida	 W, 45-35
Sept. 17, 2016	at Miami (Ohio)	 W, 31-24
Nov. 26, 2016	at Marshall	 W, 60-6
Aug. 31, 2018	at #4 Wisconsin	 L, 3-34
Nov. 10, 2018	at Florida Atlantic	 L, 15-34
Sept. 7, 2019	 at FIU	 W, 20-14
Oct. 5, 2019	 at Old Dominion	 W, 20-3
Oct. 17, 2020	 at UAB	 L, 14-37
Dec. 6, 2020	 at Charlotte	 W, 37-19
Sept. 11, 2021	at Army	 L, 35-38
Oct. 16, 2021	 at Old Dominion	 W, 43-20
Oct. 23, 2021	 at FIU	 W, 34-19
Nov. 13, 2021	at Rice	 W, 42-21
Oct. 15, 2022	 at MTSU	 W, 35-17
Oct. 29, 2022	 at Florida Atlantic	 W, 32-31
Dec. 21, 2022	vs. South Alabama	 W, 44-23
Sept. 23, 2023	at Troy	 L, 24-27
Oct. 5, 2023	 at LA Tech	 W, 35-28
Nov. 4, 2023	 at UTEP	 W, 21-13
Aug. 31, 2024	at No. 5 Alabama	 L, 0-63
Nov. 11, 2024	at New Mexico State	W, 41-28
Sept. 6, 2025	 at Toledo	 L, 21-45
Nov. 29, 2025	at Jax State	 L, 34-37
Dec. 23, 2025	vs. Southern Miss	 W, 27-16
Sept. 5, 2026	 at Nevada	 L, 14-49

  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

WHITEWHITE-WHITEWHITE (20-14)
Sept. 14, 2013	at South Alabama	 L, 24-31
Sept. 21, 2013	Morgan State	 W, 58-17
Sept. 19, 2014	 at MTSU	 L, 47-50 (3OT)
Sept. 26, 2015	Miami (Ohio)	 W, 56-14
Oct. 3, 2015	 at Rice	 W, 49-10
Oct. 24, 2015	 at #5 LSU	 L, 20-48
Nov. 21, 2015	at FIU	 W, 63-7
Sept. 10, 2016	at #1 Alabama	 L, 10-38
Oct. 1, 2016	 Houston Baptist	 W, 50-3
Oct. 15, 2016	 at MTSU	 W, 44-43 (2OT)
Sept. 9, 2017	 at Illinois	 L, 7-20
Sept. 23, 2017	Ball State	 W, 33-21
Oct. 7, 2017	 at UTEP	 W, 15-14
Oct. 20, 2017	 at Old Dominion	 W, 35-31
Nov. 11, 2017	at Marshall	 L, 23-30
Dec. 16, 2017	vs. Georgia State	 L, 17-27
Sept. 22, 2018	at Ball State	 W, 28-20
Oct. 13, 2018	 at Charlotte	 L, 14-40
Oct. 20, 2018	 Old Dominion	 L, 34-37
Nov. 24, 2018	at LA Tech	 W, 30-15
Sept. 28, 2019	UAB	 W, 20-13
Oct. 26, 2019	 at Marshall	 L, 23-26
Oct. 24, 2020	 Chattanooga	 W, 13-10
Sept. 2, 2021	 UT Martin	 W, 59-21
Dec. 3, 2021	 at UTSA	 L, 41-49
Sept. 3, 2022	 at Hawaii	 W, 49-17
Sept. 24, 2022  FIU	 W, 73-0
Oct. 1, 2022	 Troy	 L, 27-34
Sept. 9, 2022	 Houston Christian	 W, 52-22
Oct. 17, 2023	 at Jax State	 L, 17-20
Oct. 16, 2024	 at Sam Houston	 W, 31-14
Dec. 6, 2024	 at Jax State	 L, 12-52
Aug. 30, 2025	North Alabama	 W, 55-6
Sept. 27, 2025	at Missouri State	 W, 27-22

WHITEWHITE-BLACK (12-15)
Oct. 6, 2016	 at LA Tech	 L, 52-55
Oct. 29, 2016	 at Florida Atlantic	 W, 52-3
Nov. 4, 2017	 at Vanderbilt	 L, 17-31
Nov. 24, 2017	at FIU	 L, 17-41
Sept. 15, 2018	at Louisville	 L, 17-20
Nov. 2, 2018	 at MTSU	 L, 10-29
Nov. 9, 2019	 at Arkansas	 W, 45-19
Nov. 23, 2019	at Southern Miss	 W, 28-10
Dec. 30, 2019	vs. Western Michigan	W, 23-20
Sept. 12, 2020	at Louisville	 L, 21-35
Oct. 3, 2020	 at MTSU	 W, 20-17
Nov. 7, 2020	 at Florida Atlantic	 L, 6-10
Dec. 26, 2020	vs. Georgia State	 L, 21-39
Oct. 2, 2020	 at #16/17 Michigan St.	L, 31-48
Nov. 21, 2021	at Marshall	 W, 53-21
Sept. 17, 2022	at Indiana	 L, 30-33 (OT)
Oct. 8, 2022	 at UTSA	 L, 28-31
Nov. 5, 2022	 at Charlotte	 W, 59-7
Nov. 19, 2022	at Auburn	 L, 17-41
Sept. 16, 2023	 at No. 6/4 Ohio State	L, 10-63
Nov. 25, 2023	at FIU	 W, 41-28
Dec. 18, 2023	vs. Old Dominion	W, 38-35 (OT)
Sept. 14, 2024	at MTSU	 W, 49-21
Sept. 28, 2024	at Boston College	 L, 20-21
Nov. 23, 2024	at Liberty	 L, 21-38
Oct. 3, 2025	 at Delaware	 W, 27-24
Oct. 21, 2025	 at LA Tech	 W, 28-27 (OT)

TALKING POINTS
COLLEGE PRESS BOX

Collegepressbox is the official media website 
for Division I football. Access and download 
game notes, quotes, statistics, media guides, 
headshots, logos and more for all FBS schools, 
conferences, postseason games, awards and 
the College Football Playoff. For access, please 
register for an account at collegepressbox.com/
register.

TOPS LIVE COACHES SHOW
During the 2026-27 school year, the Tops Live 

Coaches Show will be a once-per-month live 
Coaches Show at Roosters (247 Three Springs 
Rd, Bowling Green, KY 42104) on Monday nights 
with the other weeks featuring a podcast-style 
Coaches Show which will be released on Tuesday 
evenings. Fans can find all Hilltopper Coaches 
Shows throughout the year on the Varsity 
Network, with replays always available on the 
Hilltopper Nation Podcast Network. 
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 THE UNIVERSITY
–WKU awarded nearly 4,800 credentials in the 2025-2026 academic year, the 
highest total in institutional history.
–Record Retention Rate: A record 79.4% of first-year students returned for 
their sophomore year, demonstrating the strength of WKU’s student support 
systems.
–Graduation Rate Milestones: The four-year graduation rate reached 50.7% 
and the six-year rate climbed to 59.1%, reflecting WKU’s disciplined focus on 
completion over enrollment volume.
–WKU students demonstrated the spirit of generosity, raising more than 
$122,000 for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and more than $141,000 for 
Norton Children’s Hospital.
–150 Scholarship Competitors: 150 WKU students competed for nationally 
competitive scholarships during the 2024-2025 academic year.
–12 Graduate Programs Ranked by U.S. News: Twelve WKU graduate programs 
were ranked among the nation’s best by U.S. News & World Report.
–#1 in Kentucky for Veterans: WKU remained the top Kentucky institution for 
veterans and earned two Military Friendly School Top Ten designations.
–Forensics Champions: WKU Forensics earned the top spot at the 2026 
Kentucky Forensics Association championship, the 33rd consecutive year WKU 
has been named the Kentucky State Champion. 
–WKU students provided weather forecasting and support for the opening of 
the Obama Center, an event that drew countless celebrities, dignitaries and four 
former United States Presidents.

THE CITY
–Bowling Green is one of the fastest growing cities in the state. It is home to 
over 75,000 residents, and expected to double in population within the next 25 
years. Bowling Green is a hub of progress, offering extensive career and lifestyle 
options all within a thriving, affordable community.
–Bowling Green is home to the National Corvette Museum, The NCM 
Motorsports Park and the GM Corvette Assembly Plant. Since 1981, Bowling 
Green is the only place in the world that America’s sports car, the Corvette, 
has been manufactured. Visit the National Corvette Museum and experience 
history owned by cultural icons such as Michael Jordan and Neil Armstrong 
firsthand.
–Bowling Green is home to cave country, featuring the state’s only natural cave 
boat tour at Lost River Cave. Additionally, Mammoth Cave, the world’s largest 
cave system and Kentucky’s only National Park, is only a quick 45-minute drive 
away! With more than 426 miles of explored cave (and still exploring) our 
region’s karst history runs deep.
–Kentucky may be known for horses and bourbon, but BGKY is known for 
horsepower and bourbon! Bowling Green is a motorsports city, home to The 
National Corvette Museum and Beech Bend Raceway, horsepower is what we 
do best. For the classic Kentucky experience, Mammoth Cave Bourbon can 
be found at Balance Distilling Company in nearby Smiths Grove. Additionally, 
Purple Toad Winery & Distillery, Kentucky’s best-selling winery, bottles its own 
small-batch bourbons, and is a location on the official Kentucky Bourbon Trail.
–An hour north of Nashville, Bowling Green presents itself as its own music city! 
The Southern Kentucky Performing Arts Center hosts musical performances 
that rival big-city shows while maintaining a small-town feel. Music legends 
have performed here. Discover bluegrass roots and new age rockers at The 
Kentucky Museum, a free history museum nestled on WKU campus featuring 
their newest exhibit, Sonic Landscape: The Musical Legacy of South Central 
Kentucky, showing how award-winning musical acts like Cage the Elephant, 
and Nappy Roots got their start on the hill.
– The Hill is home to movie history! Legendary filmmaker John Carpenter, best 
known for creating Michael Myers in the 1978 feature film Halloween, grew up 
in Bowling Green. His father was a professor at the university and his childhood 
home, an old log cabin behind the Kentucky Museum, can even be found 
nestled on the hill.

TALKING POINTS
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HOUCHENS-SMITH STADIUM

2008-Present (Capacity – 22,113)
25,171	 Indiana	 9/25/21	 L, 31-33
23,674	 Vanderbilt	 9/24/16	 L, 30-31 (OT)
23,252	 Southern Miss	 9/22/12	 W, 41-17
22,323	 Louisiana-Monroe	 10/20/12	 L, 42-43 (OT)
22,297	 Murray State	 9/20/08	 W, 50-9
20,973	 Morgan State	 9/21/13	 W, 58-17
20,811	 Marshall	 9/29/18	 L, 17-20
20,772	 Indiana	 9/18/10	 L, 21-38
20,712	 Houston Christian	 9/9/23	 W, 52-22
20,568	 South Florida	 9/12/09	 L, 13-35
20,320	 Miami (Ohio)	 9/26/15	 W, 56-14

1990-2007 (Capacity – 17,500)
18,944	 Eastern Kentucky	 9/10/05	 W, 23-21
18,898	 Eastern Kentucky	 9/15/07	 W, 26-6
18,317	 Eastern Kentucky	 9/20/03	 W, 36-3
18,000	 Eastern Kentucky	 9/29/90	 L, 12-35
17,600	 Eastern Kentucky	 9/27/96	 W, 14-7
16,972	 Troy	 11/10/07	 L, 17-21
16,165	 West Virginia Tech	 9/8/07	 W, 87-0
15,824	 North Carolina Central	 10/27/07	 W, 50-14
15,282	 Morehead State	 11/17/07	 W, 52-12
14,500	 Illinois State	 9/15/90	 W, 19-9

1968-89 (Capacity – 19,250)
20,428	 Eastern Kentucky	 10/26/68	 L, 7-16
20,100	 Morehead State	 11/1/75	 W, 14-10
20,100	 Middle Tennessee	 11/8/80	 W, 30-15
20,000	 Middle Tennessee	 11/4/72	 L, 17-21
20,000	 Dayton	 11/12/74	 W, 32-15
20,000	 Middle Tennessee	 11/13/76	 W, 38-7
19,926	 Tennessee Tech	 10/16/71	 W, 15-7
19,800	 Morehead State	 10/27/79	 L, 0-3
19,750	 Morehead State	 10/29/77	 T, 20-20
19,700	 Eastern Kentucky	 10/25/80	 W, 13-10

LARGEST CROWDS IN STADIUM HISTORY
L.T. SMITH

The stadium is named for the late L.T. Smith, who came to WKU in 1920 and established 
the industrial arts curriculum on campus. Smith headed that department until 1957 when 
he took over as administrator of the WKU Physical Plant. In 1963, Smith was named the 
Coordinator of New Construction, a post he held until his retirement in 1965.

In addition to his other duties, Smith coached the Hilltoppers in 1920 and 1921 and the 
men’s basketball team during the 1921-22 campaign.

He was instrumental in bringing the legendary E.A. Diddle, a member of both the 
Naismith and Helms Foundation Basketball Halls of Fame, to The Hill to take over 
coaching duties in 1922.

Smith, a member of the Ohio Valley Conference Hall of Fame, also served as chairman of 
the school’s Athletic Committee almost continuously from the time he helped form it in 
1922 until his retirement in 1965. 

FEIX FIELD

Jimmy Feix – pronounced “Fikes” – was WKU’s first football All-American as a quarterback 
in 1952 and took over the head coaching job in 1968, leading Hilltopper football to some 
of its greatest seasons, concluding his illustrious 16-year stint at the helm with a school-
record 106 wins.

The field inside Houchens-Smith Stadium was named in his honor at the beginning of the 
1991 season. Feix enjoyed a career in professional football before a four-year career in the 
armed forces. Feix returned to The Hill in 1957 as an assistant football coach.

He passed away on October 5, 2014 at the age of 83.

Capacity	 22,113
Surface	 FieldTurf
Stadium Opening	 1968
Addition Completed	 2008
Home Record	 210-102-4 (.665)
Total Attendance	 3,989,106
Top Crowd	 25,171 (Indiana, 2021)
First Game	 9/21/68 (Butler, W, 35-0)
Winning Home Seasons	 42-of-58 (including 2025)

STADIUM QUICK FACTS
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Last year’s bowl game was the 12th for WKU in the past 14 years, and the Hilltoppers are now 8-4 in those contests. WKU’s eight bowl wins during the College 
Football Playoff Era trail only Georgia and Minnesota’s nine, and are tied with Alabama, Ohio State and Wisconsin for third-most in the nation. It continues a 
historical trend for a program that was a Division I-AA and II power for most of its existence under head coaches like Jack Harbaugh and Jimmy Feix. The below list 
does not include Division I-AA playoff games:
BOWL GAME	 LOCATION	 OPPONENT	 W/L	
1952 Refrigerator Bowl	 Evansville, Ind.	 Arkansas State	 W, 34-19	
1963 Tangerine Bowl	 Orlando, Fla.	 Coast Guard	 W, 27-0	
1973 Grantland Rice Bowl	 Baton Rouge, La.	 Grambling State	 W, 28-20	
1973 Camellia Bowl*	 Sacramento, Calif.	 Louisiana Tech	 L, 0-34	
1975 Grantland Rice Bowl	 Baton Rouge, La.	 New Hampshire	 W, 14-3	
1975 Camellia Bowl*	 Sacramento, Calif.	 Northern Michigan	 L, 14-16	
2012 Little Caesars Bowl	 Detroit, Mich.	 Central Michigan	 L, 21-24	
2014 Popeyes Bahamas Bowl	 Nassau, Bahamas	 Central Michigan	 W, 49-48	
2015 Miami Beach Bowl	 Miami, Fla.	 South Florida	 W, 45-35	
2016 Boca Raton Bowl	 Boca Raton, Fla.	 Memphis	 W, 51-31	
2017 AutoNation Cure Bowl	 Orlando, Fla.	 Georgia State	 L, 17-27	
2019 First Responder Bowl	 Dallas, Texas	 Western Michigan	 W, 23-20	
2020 LendingTree Bowl	 Mobile, Ala.	 Georgia State	 L, 21-39	
2021 Boca Raton Bowl	 Boca Raton, Fla.	 App State	 W, 59-38	
2022 New Orleans Bowl	 New Orleans, La.	 South Alabama	 W, 44-23	
2023 Famous Toastery Bowl	 Charlotte, N.C.	 Old Dominion	 W, 38-35 (OT)
2024 Boca Raton Bowl	 Boca Raton, Fla.	 James Madison	 L, 17-27
2025 New Orleans Bowl	 New Orleans, La.	 Southern Miss	 W, 27-16	
*Camellia Bowl served as the NCAA Division II National Championship Game

2025 NEW ORLEANS BOWL
WKU Football earned a 27-16 win over Southern Miss in the 2025 New Orleans Bowl on Tuesday, Dec. 23, at the iconic Caesars Superdome. 
Quarterback Maverick McIvor entered the game in the second quarter and threw for 199 yards on 12-of-19 passing and rushed for another 48 yards and one 

touchdown to lead the Hilltoppers to the victory. McIvor was named the 2025 New Orleans Bowl MVP for his performance. Wide Receiver Matthew Henry led 
receivers, tying a season-high of seven receptions for 126 yards. Marvis Parrish paced WKU on the ground with 65 yards, including a 54-yard touchdown, on seven 
rushing attempts, and George Hart III added a 1-yard touchdown on five attempts. Jaylen Wester had a game-high 12 tackles, including seven solo stops, 1.0 
sack, 1.0 tackle for loss and a forced fumble, and Anthony Brackenridge posted 11 tackles, 1.0 sack and 1.0 tackle for loss. Jaylen Lewis had the game-clinching 
interception late in the fourth quarter.

2023 FAMOUST TOASTERY BOWL
WKU Football overcame a 28-point deficit to win the 2023 Famous Toastery Bowl, 38-35, in overtime at Jerry Richardson Stadium. The 28-point comeback was 

the fourth largest in college football history for a bowl game. Quarterback Caden Veltkamp was named Offensive MVP, going 40-of-52 for 383 yards and five 
touchdowns – three of them to Dalvin Smith – and Anthony Johnson Jr. was named Defensive MVP with eight tackles and a crucial interception.

After mounting the thrilling comeback – WKU went down 28-0 in the first half – Lucas Carneiro ended the game by drilling a 29-yard walk-off field goal in 
overtime to give the Hilltoppers their third bowl win in the last three seasons.

2022 R+L CARRIERS NEW ORLEANS BOWL
Led by its electric offense and dominant defense, WKU defeated South Alabama 44-23 to win the 2022 R+L Carriers New Orleans Bowl Championship at the iconic 

Caesars Supderdome. 
The Hilltoppers put up 677 yards of total offense on the night, including 522 yards passing. Those 522 yards set a New Orleans Bowl record, marking the best 

passing display the bowl game has ever seen. Of those 522 passing yards, 497 belonged to quarterback Austin Reed. That mark set the individual record for 
passing yards in the New Orleans Bowl, and led to him being named the bowl game’s Most Valuable Player. It was also the most passing yards a Hilltopper 
quarterback has ever thrown for in a bowl game. Reed’s receivers were dynamic on the night, as Dalvin Smith, Jaylen Hall and Malachi Corley all surpassed 100 
yards. It marked the first time three WKU receivers passed the century mark in a single game since 2017 against Middle Tennessee. Smith and Hall both caught a 
touchdown each, while Corley hauled in two scores. Hall’s touchdown reception came on a trick play with Smith recording the touchdown pass.

2021 ROOFCLAIM.COM BOCA RATON BOWL
WKU Football quarterback Bailey Zappe completed 33-of-47 passes for 422 yards and six touchdowns, leading the Hilltoppers to a 59-38 victory over App State 

in the 2021 RoofClaim.com Boca Raton Bowl.
With 5,967 passing yards and 62 passing touchdowns in 14 contests, Zappe set new all-time single-season FBS records. The previous record holders were Texas 

Tech’s B.J. Symons, who had 5,833 passing yards in 13 games in 2003 and LSU’s Joe Burrow, who had 60 passing touchdowns in 15 games in 2019.

2019 SERVPRO FIRST RESPONDER BOWL
Then-Freshman Cory Munson kicked a career-long 52-yard field goal with no time left after a rules review to give Western Kentucky a 23-20 victory over Western 

Michigan in the First Responder Bowl.
The Hilltoppers (9-4) drove 36 yards in 27 seconds before Munson kicked his third field goal in four tries. The clock had expired and Munson was given the final 

play after a five-yard defensive substitution penalty against the Broncos for having 12 players on the field. 

BOWL WINS UNDER TYSON HELTON

WKU’S BOWL HISTORY

BOWL HISTORY
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LAST TIME
WKU TEAM
Scored 70+ points: 	 (73) vs. FIU (0), 9/24/22
Scored 60-69 points: 	 (60) at Marshall (6), 11/26/16
Scored 50-59 points: 	 (55) vs. North Alabama (6), 8/30/25  
Scored 40-49 points: 	 (42) vs. MTSU (26), 11/15/25
Won as a ranked team:	 (No. 25) vs. South Florida, 12/21/15
Defeated a ranked opponent:	 at No. 19 Marshall, 11/28/14
Shut out an opponent: 	 (31-0) vs. Eastern Kentucky, 9/7/24
Had consecutive shutouts: 	 (22-0) vs. Southern Illinois, 11/18/00 
 	  (27-0) vs. Florida A&M, 11/25/00
Did not allow a touchdown: 	 (55-6) vs. North Alabama, 8/30/25
Was shut out: 	 (0-63) at No. 5 Alabama, 8/31/24
600+ yards of total offense: 	 (642) vs. MTSU, 11/15/25 
500-599 yards total offense:	 (563) vs. North Alabama, 8/30/25
400-499 yards total offense: 	 (422) vs. Southern Miss, 12/23/25
90+ total plays: 	 (91) vs. Old Dominion, 12/18/23
80-89 total plays: 	 (82) at Nevada, 9/5/26
30+ first downs: 	 (30), at MTSU, 9/14/24
500+ yards rushing:	  (551) vs. Tennessee-Martin, 9/9/00
400-499 yards rushing: 	 (451) vs. West Virginia Tech, 9/1/05
300-399 yards rushing: 	 (383) vs Army, 11/15/14
60+ rushing attempts: 	 (64) vs. Troy, 11/26/11
50-59 rushing attempts: 	 (51) vs. Army, 10/12/19
5 rushing touchdowns: 	 vs. FIU, 11/5/16
4 rushing touchdowns: 	 at Jax State, 11/29/25
500+ yards passing	 (522) vs. South Alabama, 12/21/22
400-499 yards passing	 (401) vs. Sam Houston, 8/23/25
300-399 yards passing: 	 (371) vs. MTSU, 11/15/25
250-299 yards passing: 	 (267) vs. Southern Miss, 12/23/25
60+ pass attempts: 	 (60) at UTSA, 12/3/21
50-59 pass attempts: 	 (51) vs. Sam Houston, 8/23/25
40+ pass completions: 	 (43) vs. Old Dominion, 12/18/24
30-39 pass completions: 	 (30) vs. New Mexico State, 11/1/25
6 touchdown passes: 	 (6) vs. North Alabama, 8/30/25
5 touchdown passes: 	 (5) vs. Old Dominion, 12/18/23
5 fumbles: 	 at Troy, 10/11/12 (2 lost)
No turnovers allowed: 	 at Nevada, 9/5/26
5+ turnovers allowed: 	 (5) vs. Old Dominion, 12/18/23
100-yard rusher and 100-yard receiver: 	 vs. MTSU, 11/15/25
 	  (RUSH: Marvis Parrish – 102; REC: Matthew Henry - 135)
Two 100-yard rushers: 	 at Marshall, 11/26/16
 	  (Anthony Wales - 110; Quinton Baker - 104)
Three 100-yard rushers: 	 vs. Southern Illinois, 11/7/98
 	  (Jammie Kyle - 113; Donte Pimpleton - 111; DeWayne Gallishaw - 108)
Two 100-yard receivers: 	 vs. Sam Houston 11/18/23
 	  (Malachi Corley - 171, D. Smith – 125)
Three 100-yard receivers: 	 vs. Middle Tennessee, 11/17/17
 	  (Lucky Jackson - 109, Kylen Towner - 105, Nacarius Fant - 101)
Returned a kickoff for TD: 	 vs. Nevada, 9/20/25 (M. Henry - 48 yds) 
Returned the opening KO for TD: 	 at Marshall, 11/26/16 (K. Towner - 93 yds) 
Returned a punt for TD: 	 vs. Rice, 11/12/22 (J. Hall - 46 yds)
Returned an interception for TD: 	  at Delaware, 10/3/25 (K. Hayward – 25 yds)
Returned a fumble for a TD: 	 at LSU, 11/22/25 (D. Flowers - 71 yds)
Returned a blocked punt for TD: 	 at LA Tech, 10/6/16 (K. Towner - 6 yds)
Returned a blocked FG for TD: 	 vs. Morgan St., 9/21/13  (J. Dowling - 70 yds)
Returned a blocked XP for a score: 	 at Marshall, 11/26/16 (Joe Brown)
Had 2 defensive touchdowns: 	 vs. FIU, 11/21/20 
		  Fumble Return (R. Cray - 24 yds); 
		  Interception Return (E. Brown - 22 yds)
Blocked a punt: 	 at LA Tech, 10/6/16 (Shaquille Johnson)
Blocked 2 punts: 	 vs. Middle Tennessee, 11/20/10 (Bar’ee Boyd - 2)

Blocked a field goal: 	 at Jax State, 11/29/25 (Harper Holloman)
Blocked two field goals:	 vs. Old Dominion, 12/18/23
Blocked a PAT: 	  vs. North Texas, 10/29/22 (JaQues Evans)
Missed a PAT: 	 at Georgia, 9/12/26 (Michael Smith)
Had a punt blocked: 	 vs. CMU, 12/26/12 (Blocked by A. Cunningham)
Had a field goal blocked: 	 at Louisiana Tech, 10/21/25
Had a PAT Blocked: 	 at Old Dominion, 10/16/21 (Blocked by Team)
Held an opponent to less than 10 first downs: 	 (9) vs. Charlotte, 10/14/17
Intercepted 5 passes	 at Hawaii, 9/3/22
Intercepted 4 passes: 	 vs. Rice, 11/12/22
Intercepted 3 passes: 	 vs. Florida Atlantic, 11/20/21
Held an opponent to less than 300 yards: 	 (176) vs. New Mexico State, 11/1/25
Held an opponent to less than 200 yards: 	 (176) vs. New Mexico State, 11/1/25
Held an opponent to less than 100 yards: 	 (15) vs. West Virginia Tech, 9/8/07
Scored a safety: 	 vs. Toledo, 9/21/24 (Devon Lynch)
Scored a 2-point conv.:	 at Louisiana Tech, 10/21/25 (Barry pass from Tisdale)

A HILLTOPPER PLAYER...
Had 400+ yards total offense in a game: 
		  (408) Maverick McIvor vs. Sam Houston (401 pass, 7 rush)
Scored 4+ TDs in a game: 	(5) Anthony Wales vs. LA Tech, 12/3/16 (4 rush, 1 rec)
Scored 3 TDs in a game: 	 Mike Mathison vs. UTEP, 10/10/24 (2 rec., 1 rush)
Rushed 40+ times in a game: 	 (43) Bobby Rainey, Troy, 11/26/11
Rushed 30-39 times in a game: 	 (35) Anthony Wales vs. Memphis, 12/20/16
Rushed for 300+ yards in a game: 	 (345) Leon Allen, Army, 11/15/14
Rushed for 200-299 yards in a game: 	 (245) A. Wales vs. Memphis, 12/20/16
Rushed for 100-199 yards in a game: 	 (102) Ajay Allen at Nevada, 9/5/26
Rushed for 200+ yards in consecutive games: 	 Anthony Wales,
 	  (209) vs. LA Tech, 12/3/16 and (245) vs. Memphis, 12/20/16
Rushed for 150-199 yards in consecutive games: 	 Anthony Wales
 	  (158) at MT, 10/15/16 and (157) vs. Old Dominion, 10/22/16
Rushed for 100 yards in consecutive games: 	 Gaej Walker
 	   (114) at Old Dominion, 105/19, and (132) vs. Army, 10/12/19
Rushed for 4 TDs in a game: 	 Anthony Wales vs. LA Tech, 12/3/16
Passed for 400+ yards in a game: 	 (401) Maverick McIvor vs. Sam Houston, 8/23/25
Passed for 300-399 yards in a game: 	 (371) Rodney Tisdale Jr. vs. MTSU, 11/15/25
Attempted 60+ passes in a game:	 (60) Bailey Zappe vs. UTSA, 10/9/21
Attempted 50-59 passes in a game:	 (51) Maverick McIvor vs. Sam Houton, 8/23/25
Attempted 40-49 passes in a game: 	 (40) Rodney Tisdale Jr. at Neavada, 9/5/26
Threw 6 TD passes in a game: 	 Austin Reed at Charlotte, 11/5/22
Threw 5 TD passes in game: 	 Maverick McIvor vs. North Alabama, 8/30/25
Had 200+ yards receiving in a game: 	 (207) Malachi Corley at LA Tech, 10/5/23
Had 150-200 yards receiving in a game: 	  
		  (171) Malachi Corley vs. Sam Houston, 11/18/23
Had 100-149 yards receiving in a game: 	  
		  (126) Matthew Henry vs. Southern Miss, 12/23/25
Caught 10+ passes in a game:	 (10) Malachi Corley vs. Sam Houston, 11/18/23
Caught 3 TD passes in a game: 	 Dalvin Smith vs. Old Dominion, 12/18/23
Caught 2 TD passes in a game: 	 Noah Meyers vs. MTSU, 11/15/25
Scored 15+ points kicking: 	 (17) Brayden Narveson at Marshall 11/27/21
Kicked 5 field goals in a game: 	 Matt Lange vs. Eastern Kentucky, 9/20/03
Kicked 4 field goals in a game: 	 Lucas Carneiro vs. Jax State, 11/30/24
Kicked a 50+ yard FG: 	 (53) Jack Cassidy at Louisiana Tech, 10/21/25
Had a 60-69 yard punt: 	 (60) Cole Maynard at LSU, 11/22/25
Had a 70+ yard punt: 	 (71) Cole Maynard vs. Sam Houston, 8/23/25
Intercepted 3 passes in a game: 	 Branden Leston at Marshall, 11/28/14
Intercepted 2 passes in a game:
		  Devonte’ Mathews vs. Toledo, 9/21/24
Had a 60-69 yard rush: 	 (66) Marvis Parrish vs. MTSU, 11/15/25
Had a 70-79 yard rush: 	 (75) Anthony Wales vs. UAB, 10/4/14
Had an 80-89 yard rush: 	 (86) Noah Whittington at App State, 12/18/21
Had a 90+ yard rush: 	 (91) Lerron Moore vs. Southern Illinois, 11/1/03
Had a 70-79 yard pass: 	  
		  (78) Maverick McIvor to  K.D. Hutchinson vs. North Alabama, 8/30/25
Had an 80-89 yard pass: 	 (87) Mike White to Nicholas Norris vs. Rice, 9/1/16
Had a 90+ yard pass: 	 (93) Mike White to Lucky Jackson vs. MTSU, 11/17/17
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GAME-BY-GAME STARTERS – OFFENSE
OPPONENT	 QB	 RB	 WR	 WR	 WR	 TE/WR	 LT	 LG	 C	 RG	 RT
at Nevada	 Tisdale	 Allen	 Flowers	 Barry	 Stafford Jr.	 Howard	 Ray	 Omezi	 Johnson	 Larson	 Upchurch
at Georgia	 Tisdale	 Allen	 Flowers	 Humphreys	 Stafford Jr.	 Ezirim	 Ray	 Omezi	 Johnson	 Larson	 Upchurch
at Indiana	
Mercyhurst	
at New Mexico State*	
Missouri State*	
at Sam Houston*	
Delaware*	
at Middle Tennessee*	
Jax State*	
at Liberty*	
Kennesaw State*	

GAME-BY-GAME STARTERS – DEFENSE
OPPONENT	 DE/DT	 DT	 DT	 DE	 LB	 LB	 NB/LB	 CB	 S	 S	 CB
at Nevada	 Thompson	 Lawton	 Fletcher	 Gonzales	 Donald	 Z. Smith	 White	 T. Griffin	 Lewis	 Verrett	 Wright
at Georgia	 Thompson	 Su’a-Filo	 Malotumau	 Sneed	 Wester	 Z. Smith	 White	 T. Griffin	 Lewis	 Brown	 Newsome
at Indiana	
Mercyhurst	
at New Mexico State*	
Missouri State*	
at Sam Houston*	
Delaware*	
at Middle Tennessee*	
Jax State*	
at Liberty*	
Kennesaw State*	

GAME-BY-GAME STARTERS – SPECIALISTS
OPPONENT	 K	 P	 LS	 KO
at Nevada	 M. Smith	 J. Smith	 Imhoff	 M. Smith
at Georgia	 M. Smith	 J. Smith	 Imhoff	 M. Smith
at Indiana	
Mercyhurst	
at New Mexico State*	
Missouri State*	
at Sam Houston*	
Delaware*	
at Middle Tennessee*	
Jax State*	
at Liberty*	
Kennesaw State*	

GAME-BY-GAME NOTABLES 

Opponent	 Team Captains (O, D, ST)	 Coin	 Kick or 	 Game	 Game	 Game	 Game	 Helmet	 Jersey	 Pants	 Game
		  Toss	 Receive	 Start (CT)	 End (CT)	 Length	 Temp.	 Style	 Color	 Color	 Result
at Nevada	 Flowers, Donald, Herard	 Won	 Kick	 9:39 p.m.	 1:01 a.m.	 3:22	 65	 Red	 White	 Red	 L, 14-49
at Georgia 	 Allen, Su’a-Filo, Brown	 Loss	 Receive	 11:47 a.m.	 3:12 p.m.	 3:25	 81	 Black	 Red	 Black	 L, 20-70
at Indiana 	
Mercyhurst 	
at New Mexico State*	
Missouri State*	
at Sam Houston*	
Delaware*	
at Middle Tennessee*	
Jax State*	
at Liberty*	
Kennesaw State*	

2026 WKU GAME-BY-GAME
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GAME BREAKDOWN
	 WKU	 NEV
FIRST DOWNS 	 23 	 20
 Rushing 	 11 	 13
 Passing 	 10 	 6
 Penalty 	 2 	 1
NET YARDS RUSHING 	 164 	 323
 Attempts 	 42 	 42
 Avg. Per Rush 	 3.9 	 7.7
 Rushing TDs 	 2 	 5
 Yards Gained 	 191 	 329
 Yds. Lost 	 27 	 6
NET YARDS Passing 	 203 	 163
 Comp. - Att. - Int. 	 24-40-0 	 9-16-1
 Avg. / Att. 	 5.1 	 10.2
 Avg. / Comp. 	 8.5 	 18.1
 TDs 	 0 	 2
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 	 367 	 486
 Plays 	 82 	 58
 Avg. / Play 	 4.5 	 8.4
 Fumbles - Lost 	 2-2 	 0-0
 Penalties - Yards 	 6-59 	 4-40
PUNTS-YARDS 	 6-218 	 3-144
 Avg. / Punt 	 36.3 	 48
 Net / Punt 	 33.2 	 41.3
 Inside 20 	 3 	 2
 50+ Yards 	 1 	 2
 Touchbacks 	 0 	 1
 Fair Catch 	 0 	 1
KICKOFFS-YARDS 	 3-189 	 8-499
 Avg. Yards / Kickoff 	 63.0 	 62.4
 Net Yards / Kickoff 	 36.3 	 44.0
 Touchbacks 	 2 	 5
 Fair Catch 	 0 	 19
RETURNS
 Punt: Total - Yards - TDs 	 0-0-0 	 2-19-0
 Punt: Avg. / Return 	 0.0 	 9.5
 Kickoff: Total - Yards - TDs 	 2-22-0 	 1-30-0
 Kickoff: Avg. / Return 	 11.0 	 30.0
 INT: Total - Yards - TDs 	 1-8-0 	 0-0-0
 Fumble: Total - Yards - TDs 	 0-0-0 	 0-0-0
 Possession Time 	 32:33 	 27:27
 3rd Down Conversions 	 6 of 17 	 5 of 10
 4th Down Conversions 	 1 of 2 	 2 of 2
 Red-Zone Scores-Chances 	 2-3 	 5-5
 Touchdowns 	 2-3 	 5-5
 Field Goals 	 0-3 	 0-5
 Sacks: Total - Yards 	 0-0 	 3-14
 PAT: Total - Made 	 2-2 	 7-7
 Field Goals: Total - Made 	 0-0 	 0-0

   WKU	 0	 7	 0	 7		  14
   NEVADA	 14	 7	 14	 14		  49

SCORING SUMMARY
Team	 Q	 Time	 Scoring Play	 Pl-Yds	 TOP	 Score
NEV	 1	 14:25	 Kelley 72-yard run (McFadden kick)	 2-75	 0:35	 0-7
NEV	 1	 2:17	 Turner 8-yard run (McFadden kick)	 11-88	 4:25	 0-14
WKU	 2	 5:20	 Allen 4-yard run (Smith kick)	 13-80	 6:17	 7-14
NEV	 2	 2:21	 Cheers 20-yard run (McFadden kick)	 3-96	 1:07	 7-21
NEV	 3	 11:01	 Cheers 32-yard pass from Jones (McFadden kick)	 6-57	 2:15	 7-28
NEV	 3	 4:03	 Asiasi 14-yard pass form Jones (McFadden kick)	5-55	 2:03	 7-35
NEV	 4	 7:38	 Kelley 1-yard run (McFadden kick)	 13-57	 8:24	 7-42
NEV	 4	 6:07	 Jackson 1-yard run (McFadden kick)	 2-8	 0:47	 7-49
WKU	 4	 1:18	 Allen 10-yard run (Smith kick)	 12-75	 4:49	 14-49

STAT LEADERS

WKU

PASSING	 C-A-I	 Yds	 TD	 Long	 Sack
Tisdale Jr.	 24-40-0	 203	 0	 26	 3 

RUSHING	 Att.	 Yds	 TD	 Long	 Avg.
Allen	 21	 102	 2	 23	 4.9 
Meadows	 8	 43	 0	 11	 5.4 
Tisdale Jr.	 10	 13	 0	 16	 1.3 
 
RECEIVING	 No.	 Yds	 TD	 Long
Flowers	 7	 60	 0	 21
Stafford Jr.	 5	 48	 0	 11
Ezirim	 2	 35	 0	 26
McGill	 3	 26	 0	 11
Barry	 2	 13	 0	 9 

Nevada

PASSING	 C-A-I	 Yds	 TD	 Long	 Sack
Jones	 9-15-1	 163	 2	 73	 0 

RUSHING	 Att.	 Yds	 TD	 Long	 Avg.
Kelley	 11	 152	 2	 72	 13.8
Turner	 11	 52	 1	 12	 4.7
Jones	 6	 50	 0	 26	 8.3
Woods	 6	 38	 0	 19	 6.3
Cheers	 2	 27	 1	 20	 13.5
C. Jackson	 3	 8	 1	 7	 2.7 

RECEIVING	 No.	 Yds	 TD	 Long
Givens III	 2	 83	 0	 73
Cheers	 1	 32	 1	 32
Asiasi	 1	 14	 1	 14

•	 WKU’s team captains for the game 
were Cameron Flowers, Jordan 
Donald and Dave Herard.

•	 Announced attendance at Mackay 
Stadium was 19,404.

•	 The Hilltoppers had 367 yards of 
offense in the game – 203 passing 
and 164 rushing.

•	 Ajay Allen rushed for 102 yards and 
two touchdowns on 21 carries in 
his Hilltopper debut. It is the first 
time a WKU player has had at least 
20-plus rushing attempts in a single 
game since Elijah Young rushed 
23 times against Sam Houston in 
the 2024 season. It is the first time 
a a WKU player has rushed for 100 
yards in a game since La’Vell Wright 
rushed for 116 yards on Nov. 29, 
2025, at Jax State. It is also the first 
time a Hilltopper has rushed for two 
touchdowns in a single game since 
Wright did so at Jax State in 2025.

•	 Eight different WKU players caught 
passes in the game, and seven had 
multiple receptions.

•	 Cameron Flowers led all WKU 
players with seven receptions for 
60 yards. The seven receptions set a 
career high for Flowers, surpassing 
his five receptions at Delaware on 
Oct. 3, 2025. The 60 yards receiving 
are also a career high.

•	 Jonathan Stafford Jr. caught five 
passes for 48 yards. It was the first 
time a WKU true freshman caught 
at least five passes in his collegiate 
debut since Marvis Parrish caught 
six passes for 58 yards and a 
touchdown against Sam Houston 
on Aug. 23, 2025. It was the first 
time a WKU true freshman receiver 
caught at least five passes in their 
collegiate debut since Dakota 
Thomas caught five passes for 78 
yards at Charlotte on Dec. 6, 2020, 
and it was the second time during 
WKU’s FBS Era.

•	 Fifteen Hilltoppers recorded 
multiple tackles in the game, led by 
six from Jaylen Lewis.

•	 Justin Brown’s interception in the 
second quarter was the first of his 
career and the first of the season for 
the Hilltoppers.

GAME NOTES
Sept. 5, 2026   •  Mackay Stadium    •   Reno, Nev.    •   19,404

2026 GAME RECAPS



192026 WKU FOOTBALL  •  AT NO. 4 INDIANA  •  SATURDAY, SEPT. 19  •  3 P.M. CT  •  BLOOMINGTON, IND.  •  MEMORIAL STADIUM  •  PEACOCK  •  @WKUFootball

 2026 WKU Football GAME NOTES

GAME BREAKDOWN
	 WKU	 UGA
FIRST DOWNS 	 17 	 18
 Rushing 	 6 	 8
 Passing 	 9 	 9
 Penalty 	 2 	 1
NET YARDS RUSHING 	 110 	 234
 Attempts 	 37 	 35
 Avg. Per Rush 	 3.0 	 6.7
 Rushing TDs 	 2 	 3
 Yards Gained 	 138 	 241
 Yds. Lost 	 28 	 7
NET YARDS Passing 	 115 	 259
 Comp. - Att. - Int. 	 18-37-2 	 16-25-0
 Avg. / Att. 	 3.1 	 10.4
 Avg. / Comp. 	 6.4 	 16.2
 TDs 	 1 	 5
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 	 225 	 493
 Plays 	 74 	 60
 Avg. / Play 	 3 	 8.2
 Fumbles - Lost 	 3-2 	 5-2
 Penalties - Yards 	 6-40 	 7-66
PUNTS-YARDS 	 10-449 	 4-184
 Avg. / Punt 	 44.9 	 46
 Net / Punt 	 38.2 	 36.0
 Inside 20 	 3 	 0
 50+ Yards 	 3 	 2
 Touchbacks 	 2 	 1
 Fair Catch 	 4 	 1
KICKOFFS-YARDS 	 4-227 	 11-703
 Avg. Yards / Kickoff 	 56.8 	 63.9
 Net Yards / Kickoff 	 23.8 	 44.1
 Touchbacks 	 0 	 8
 Fair Catch 	 0 	 38
RETURNS
 Punt: Total - Yards - TDs 	 2-20-0 	 3-27-0
 Punt: Avg. / Return 	 10.0 	 9.0
 Kickoff: Total - Yards - TDs 	 1-18-0 	 4-132-1
 Kickoff: Avg. / Return 	 18.0 	 33.0
 INT: Total - Yards - TDs 	 0-0-0 	 2-70-1
 Fumble: Total - Yards - TDs 	 0-0-0 	 0-0-0
 Possession Time 	 31:06 	 28:54
 3rd Down Conversions 	 8 of 20 	 7 of 12
 4th Down Conversions 	 1 of 1 	 0 of 0
 Red-Zone Scores-Chances 	 3-3 	 5-5
 Touchdowns 	 3-3 	 5-5
 Field Goals 	 0-3 	 0-5
 Sacks: Total - Yards 	 0-0 	 2-16
 PAT: Total - Made 	 2-3 	 10-10
 Field Goals: Total - Made 	 0-0 	 0-0

   WKU	 0	 6	 0	 14		  20
  GEORGIA	 21	 28	 14	 7		  70

SCORING SUMMARY
Team	 Q	 Time	 Scoring Play	 Pl-Yds	 TOP	 Score
UGA	 1	 13:59	 Barbour 7-yard pass from Stockton (Woodring kick)	 2-18	 0:55	 0-7
UGA	 1	 11:28	 Frazier 7-yard run (Woodring kick)	 2-50	 0:51	 0-14
UGA	 1	 7:37	 Bowens 21-yard pass from Stockton (Woodring kick)	 7-64	 3:21	 0-21
UGA	 2	 13:28	 Humphreys 3-yard pass from Stockton (Woodring kick)	 9-80	 3:45	 0-28
UGA	 2	 9:22	 White-Helton 70-yard pass from Stockton (Woodring kick)	 3-78	 1:26	 0-35
UGA	 2	 7:44	 Taylor 5-yard pass from Stockton (Woodring kick)	 2-16	 0:33	 0-42
UGA	 2	 5:51	 Roldan 9-yard run (Woodring kick)	 3-16	 1:20	 0-49
WKU	 2	 1:14	 Glenn 15-yard run (Kick missed)	 1-15	 0:04	 6-49
UGA	 3	 14:04	 Puglisi 70-yard run (Woodring kick)	 3-84	 0:52	 6-56
UGA	 3	 4:17	 Green 0-yard interception (Woodring kick)	 --	 --	 6-63
WKU	 4	 5:10	 Glenn 10-yard run (Campbell kick)	 4-64	 1:46	 13-63
UGA	 4	 4:57	 Green 91-yard kickoff return (Woodring kick)	 --	 --	 13-70
WKU	 4	 1:17	 Arends 7-yard pass from Glenn (Campbell kick)	 4-23	 1:03	 20-70

STAT LEADERS

WKU

PASSING	 C-A-I	 Yds	 TD	 Long	 Sack
Glenn	 12-23-1	 84	 1	 15	 1
Tisdale Jr.	 6-14-1	 31	 0	 15	 1 

RUSHING	 Att.	 Yds	 TD	 Long	 Avg.
Glenn	 13	 70	 2	 16	 5.4 
Meadows	 5	 26	 0	 19	 5.2 
Allen	 11	 19	 0	 7	 1.7 
 
RECEIVING	 No.	 Yds	 TD	 Long
Burroughs	 2	 29	 0	 15 
Taylor	 2	 19	 0	 15
Arends	 2	 18	 1	 11
Stafford Jr.	 3	 17	 0	 9
Howard	 3	 14	 0	 8

Georgia

PASSING	 C-A-I	 Yds	 TD	 Long	 Sack
Stockton	 13-16-0	 234	 5	 70	 0 
Puglisi	 2-5-0	 19	 0	 14	 0 

RUSHING	 Att.	 Yds	 TD	 Long	 Avg.
Puglisi	 2	 79	 1	 70	 39.5 
Frazier	 6	 55	 1	 20	 9.2 
Peal	 9	 41	 0	 11	 4.6
Walker	 6	 14	 0	 4	 2.3 
Roldan	 1	 9	 1	 9	 9.0 

RECEIVING	 No.	 Yds	 TD	 Long
White-Helton	 1	 70	 1	 70 
Dandridge Jr.	 2	 56	 0	 43
Bowens	 2	 45	 1	 24
Taylor	 2	 31	 1	 26
Humphreys	 2	 11	 1	 8
Barbour	 1	 7	 1	 7

•	 WKU falls to 0-2 all-time against the 
Bulldogs. Saturday’s meeting was 
the first since the 2006 season.

•	 • WKU’s team captains for the game 
were running back Ajay Allen, 
defensive tackle Rylen Su’a-Filo and 
defensive back Justin Brown.

•	 The announced attendance for the 
game was 93,033. It is the eighth-
largest attendance for a WKU game 
in program history.

•	 WKU recorded 225 yards of offense 
in the game – 115 through the air 
and 110 on the ground.

•	 Quarterback Brock Glenn came 
off the bench and threw for 84 
yards and a touchdown on 12-23-1 
passing. He also rushed for a team-
best 70 yards and two touchdowns 
on 13 attempts.

•	 Eleven different WKU players 
caught passes in the game, and five 
caught multiple passes. Freshman 
Jonathan Stafford Jr. and tight end 
Lofton Howard led the team with 
three catches each.

•	 Howard’s three receptions and 14 
receiving yards are career highs.

•	 Quincy Burroughs had three 
receptions for 29 yards. The 29 
yards receiving are a career best 
and the three receptions are tied for 
a career high.

•	 Tight end Coleson Arends caught 
two passes for 18 yards and a 
touchdown. The receptions and 
touchdown were the first of his 
college career.

•	 Fourteen different WKU players 
recorded multiple tackles in the 
game, led by seven from safety 
Jaylen Lewis. Lewis also recorded a 
forced fumble.

•	 Linebacker Jaylen Wester forced 
two fumbles in the game. Wester 
now has six forced fumbles in his 
college career and four for WKU 
over two seasons.

•	 Defensive back Xavion “Tutu” Griffin 
and long snapper Nolan Imhoff 
each recorded fumble recoveries.

•	 Jackson Smith punted 10 times for 
449 yards, an average of 44.9 yards 
per punt. He had two travel 50-plus 
yards and four downed inside the 
20-yard line. The 449 yards punting 
are fifth-most in a game in program 
history.

GAME NOTES
Sept. 12, 2026   •  Sanford Stadium    •   Athens, Ga.    •   93,033

2026 GAME RECAPS
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Team Results
Date Opponent Score Overall Conf Time Attend
09/05/2026 at Nevada L 14-49 0-1 0-0 3:22 19404
09/12/2026 at Georgia L 20-70 0-2 0-0 3:26 93033
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Team Statistics
WESTKY OPP

Scoring 34 119
Points per game 17.0 59.5
Points Off Turnovers 13 28

First Downs 40 38
Rushing 17 21
Passing 19 15
Penalty 4 2

Rushing Yardage 274 557
Yards gained rushing 329 570
Yards lost rushing 55 13
Rushing attempts 79 77
Average per rush 3.5 7.2
Average per game 137.0 278.5
TDs Rushing 4 8

Passing Yardage 318 422
Comp-Att-Int 42-77-2 25-41-1
Average per pass 4.1 10.3
Average per catch 7.6 16.9
Average per game 159.0 211.0
TDs Passing 1 7

Total offense 592 979
Total plays 156 118
Average per play 3.8 8.3
Average per game 296.0 489.5

Kick returns: #-Yards 3-40 5-162
Punt returns: #-Yards 2-20 5-46
Int returns: #-Yards 1-8 2-70
Kick return average 13.3 32.4
Punt return average 10.0 9.2
Int return average 8.0 35.0
Fumbles-Lost 5-4 5-2
Penalties-Yards 12-99 11-106

Average per game 49.5 53.0
Punts-Yards 16-667 7-328

Average per punt 41.7 46.9
Net punt average 36.3 38.3

Kickoffs-Yards 7-416 19-1202
Average per kick 59.4 63.3
Net kick average 29.1 41.1

Time of possession / game 31:49 28:11
3rd-down conversion 14/37 12/22

3rd-down pct 38% 55%
4th-down conversion 2/3 2/2
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WESTKY OPP
4th-down pct 67% 100%

Sacks by-Yards 0-0 5-30
Misc Yards 0 0
Touchdowns scored 5 17
Field goals - attempts 0-0 0-0
On-Side kicks 0-0 0-0
Red-zone scores (5-6) 83% (10-10) 100%
Red-zone touchdowns (5-6) 83% (10-10) 100%
PAT-attempts (4-5) 80% (17-17) 100%
2-point conversion-attempts (0-0) 0% (0-0) 0%
Attendance 0 112437

Games / Avg per game 0/0 2/56219
Neutral site games - 0/0

Score by Periods
Team 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT TOT
Western Ky. 0 13 0 21 0 34
Opponents 35 35 28 21 0 119
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Team Results
Date Opponent Score Att.

09/05/2026 at Nevada L 14-49 19404
09/12/2026 at Georgia L 20-70 93033

Rushing
Player gp att gain loss net avg td lg avg/g

Ajay Allen 2 32 130 9 121 3.8 2 23 60.5
Brock Glenn 2 14 77 7 70 5.0 2 16 35.0
Le'Kamren Meadows 2 13 69 0 69 5.3 0 19 34.5
Jaden McGill 2 2 6 0 6 3.0 0 5 3.0
Kalib Hicks 1 2 5 0 5 2.5 0 5 5.0
Rodney Tisdale Jr. 2 14 41 39 2 0.1 0 16 1.0
Jonathan Stafford Jr. 2 2 1 0 1 0.5 0 1 0.5

Total 2 79 329 55 274 3.5 4 23 137.0
Opponents 2 77 570 13 557 7.2 8 72 278.5

Passing
Player gp effic comp-att-int pct yds td lg avg/g

Rodney Tisdale Jr. 2 88.3 30-54-1 55.6 234 0 26 117.0
Brock Glenn 2 88.5 12-23-1 52.2 84 1 15 42.0

Total 2 88.3 42-77-2 54.5 318 1 26 159.0
Opponents 2 198.9 25-41-1 61.0 422 7 73 211.0

Receiving
Player gp no. yds avg td lg avg/g

Cameron Flowers 2 8 74 9.3 0 21 37.0
Jonathan Stafford Jr. 2 8 65 8.1 0 11 32.5
Lofton Howard 2 5 17 3.4 0 8 8.5
Ajay Allen 2 3 5 1.7 0 6 2.5
Quincy Burroughs 2 3 40 13.3 0 15 20.0
Jaden McGill 2 3 26 8.7 0 11 13.0
Moussa Barry 2 2 13 6.5 0 9 6.5
CC Ezirim 2 2 35 17.5 0 26 17.5
Zion Taylor 2 2 19 9.5 0 15 9.5
Coleson Arends 2 2 18 9.0 1 11 9.0
Qua'Vez Humphreys 2 1 3 3.0 0 3 1.5
Kalib Hicks 1 1 -3 -3.0 0 0 -3.0
Devin Hamilton 2 1 6 6.0 0 6 3.0
Le'Kamren Meadows 2 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.0

Total 2 42 318 7.6 1 26 159.0
Opponents 2 25 422 16.9 7 73 211.0

Game Records
Record Overall Home Away Neutral

ALL GAMES 0-2 0-0 0-2 0-0
CONFERENCE 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
NON-CONFERENCE 0-2 0-0 0-2 0-0

Team Statistics
WESTKY OPP

First Downs 40 38
Rushing 17 21
Passing 19 15
Penalty 4 2

Rushing Yardage 274 557
Rushing attempts 79 77
Average per rush 3.5 7.2
Average per game 137.0 278.5
TDs Rushing 4 8

Passing Yardage 318 422
Comp-Att-Int 42-77-2 25-41-1
Average per pass 4.1 10.3
Average per catch 7.6 16.9
Average per game 159.0 211.0
TDs Passing 1 7

Total offense 592 979
Average per play 3.8 8.3
Average per game 296.0 489.5

Kick returns: #-Yards 3-40 5-162

Punt returns: #-Yards 2-20 5-46

Int returns: #-Yards 1-8 2-70

Fumbles-Lost 5-4 5-2

Penalties-Yards 12-99 11-106

Punts-Avg 16-41.7 7-46.9

Time of possession / game 31:49 28:11

3rd-down conversion 14/37 12/22

4th-down conversion 2/3 2/2

PAT-attempts (4-5) 80% (17-17) 100%

2-point conversion-attempts (0-0) 0% (0-0) 0%

Interceptions
Player no. yds avg td lg

Justin Brown 1 8 8.0 0 8

Total 1 8 8.0 0 8
Opponents 2 70 35.0 1 43
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Field Goals
Player fg pct. 01-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 lg blk
Opponents 0-0 0.0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0

Scoring
PAT

Player td fg kick rush rcv pass dxp saf pts
Ajay Allen 2 - - - - - - - 12
Brock Glenn 2 - - - - - - - 12
Coleson Arends 1 - - - - - - - 6
Michael Smith - - 2-3 - - - - - 2
Karl Campbell - - 2-2 - - - - - 2
Total 5 0-0 4-5 0 0 0 0 0 34
Opponents 17 0-0 17-17 0 0 0 0 0 119

Score by Periods
Team 1st 2nd 3rd 4th OT TOT
Western Ky. 0 13 0 21 0 34
Opponents 35 35 28 21 0 119

Punting
Player no. yds avg lg tb fc i20 50+ blk
Jackson Smith 16 667 41.7 57 2 4 6 4 0
Total 16 667 41.7 57 2 4 6 4 0
Opponents 7 328 46.9 61 2 2 2 4 0

Punt Returns
Player no. yds avg td lg
Jonathan Stafford Jr. 1 15 15.0 0 15
Lofton Howard 1 5 5.0 0 5
Total 2 20 10.0 0 15
Opponents 5 46 9.2 0 16

Kick Returns
Player no. yds avg td lg
Cameron Flowers 2 22 11.0 0 16
Adrion Boyd 1 18 18.0 0 18
Total 3 40 13.3 0 18
Opponents 5 162 32.4 1 91

All Purpose
Player g rush rcv pr kr ir total avg/g
Ajay Allen 2 121 5 0 0 0 126 63.0
Cameron Flowers 2 0 74 0 22 0 96 48.0
Jonathan Stafford Jr. 2 1 65 15 0 0 81 40.5
Brock Glenn 2 70 0 0 0 0 70 35.0
Le'Kamren Meadows 2 69 0 0 0 0 69 34.5
Quincy Burroughs 2 0 40 0 0 0 40 20.0
CC Ezirim 2 0 35 0 0 0 35 17.5
Jaden McGill 2 6 26 0 0 0 32 16.0
Lofton Howard 2 0 17 5 0 0 22 11.0
Zion Taylor 2 0 19 0 0 0 19 9.5
Coleson Arends 2 0 18 0 0 0 18 9.0
Adrion Boyd 1 0 0 0 18 0 18 18.0
Moussa Barry 2 0 13 0 0 0 13 6.5
Justin Brown 2 0 0 0 0 8 8 4.0
Devin Hamilton 2 0 6 0 0 0 6 3.0
Qua'Vez Humphreys 2 0 3 0 0 0 3 1.5
Kalib Hicks 1 5 -3 0 0 0 2 2.0
Rodney Tisdale Jr. 2 2 0 0 0 0 2 1.0
Total 2 274 318 20 40 8 660 330.0
Opponents 2 557 422 46 162 70 1257 628.5

Total Offense
Player g plays rush pass total avg/g
Rodney Tisdale Jr. 2 68 2 234 236 118.0
Brock Glenn 2 37 70 84 154 77.0
Ajay Allen 2 32 121 0 121 60.5
Le'Kamren Meadows 2 13 69 0 69 34.5
Jaden McGill 2 2 6 0 6 3.0
Kalib Hicks 1 2 5 0 5 5.0
Jonathan Stafford Jr. 2 2 1 0 1 0.5
Total 2 156 274 318 592 296.0
Opponents 2 118 557 422 979 489.5
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Team Defense
Tackles Sacks Pass defense Fumbles blkd

## Player gp ua a tot tfl/yds no-yds int-yds brup qbh fr-yds ff kick saf
7 Jaylen Lewis 2 9 4 13 . . . . . . 1 . .
6 Justin Brown 2 6 3 9 1-2 . 1-8 . . . . . .
10 Xavion "Tutu" Griffin 2 5 2 7 . . . 1 . 1-0 . . .
3 Christian White 2 3 3 6 . . . . . . . . .
21 Jaylen Wester 2 4 2 6 . . . 1 . . 2 . .
22 Jordan Donald 2 1 5 6 . . . . . . . . .
8 D'Cambren Verrett 1 2 3 5 1-1 . . . . . . . .
20 Zach Smith 2 4 1 5 . . . . . . . . .
98 Nathan Gonzales 2 4 1 5 1-1 . . . . . . . .
14 Braxton Myers 2 4 . 4 . . . . . . . . .
45 Josaiah Knight 2 1 3 4 0.5-1 . . . . . . . .
17 Zsacari Minnis 2 4 . 4 . . . . . . . . .
52 Jakeem Fletcher 2 1 2 3 . . . . . . . . .
55 Venson Sneed Jr. 2 1 2 3 . . . . . . . . .
24 Lataj Wright 2 3 . 3 . . . . . . . . .
13 Latrevion Thompson 2 . 3 3 0.5-1 . . . . . . . .
33 Zeiqui Lawton 2 2 . 2 . . . . . . . . .
5 Dave Herard 2 1 1 2 . . . . . . . . .
93 Rylen Su'a-Filo 2 . 2 2 . . . . . . . . .
0 Mackavelli Malotumau 2 1 1 2 1-2 . . . . . . . .
50 Elin Jones 2 . 2 2 . . . . . . . . .
2 Tony Newsome Jr. 1 2 . 2 . . . . . . . . .
35 Elijah Rumph 2 2 . 2 . . . . . . . . .
32 Westen Ard 1 1 1 2 . . . . . . . . .
56 Kiawan Murphy 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
92 Javin Griffin 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
21 Nigel Johnson 1 1 . 1 . . . . . . 1 . .
7 Qua'Vez Humphreys 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
19 Jacob Cosby-Mosley 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
54 Sekou Peters 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
34 Makhi Brazier 2 . 1 1 . . . . . . . . .
39 Jaylen Pollard 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
49 Nolan Imhoff 2 . . . . . . . . 1-0 . . .

Totals 2 68 42 110 5-8 0-0 1-8 2 0 2-0 4 0 0
Opponents 2 92 44 136 14-45 5-30 2-70 6 5 4-0 4 0 0
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Rushing Receiving Passing Kick Returns Punt Returns tot
Date Opponent no. yds td lg no. yds td lg cmp-att-int yds td lg no. yds td lg no. yds td lg off

09/05/2026 at Nevada 42 164 2 23 24 203 0 26 24-40-0 203 0 26 2 22 0 16 0 0 0 0 367
09/12/2026 at Georgia 37 110 2 19 18 115 1 15 18-37-2 115 1 15 1 18 0 18 2 20 0 15 225
Western Ky. 79 274 4 23 42 318 1 26 42-77-2 318 1 26 3 40 0 18 2 20 0 15 592
Opponents 77 557 8 72 25 422 7 73 25-41-1 422 7 73 5 162 1 91 5 46 0 16 979

Western Ky. Averages
Games Avg/ rush Avg/ catch Pass effic KR avg PR avg All purpose avg/game Total offense avg/game

2 3.5 7.6 88.3 13.3 10.0 330.0 296.0

Tackles Sacks Fumble Pass Defense blkd PAT attempts off
Date Opponent ua a total tfl-yds no-yds ff fr-yds int-yds qbh brup kick kick rush rcv saf t/o pts

09/05/2026 at Nevada 29 26 55 3.0-5 0-0 0 0-0 1-8 0 0 0 2-2 0 0 0 0 14
09/12/2026 at Georgia 39 16 55 2.0-3 0-0 4 2-0 0-0 0 2 0 2-3 0 0 0 13 20
Western Ky. 68 42 110 5.0-8 0-0 4 2-0 1-8 0 2 0 4-5 0 0 0 13 34
Opponents 92 44 136 14.0-45 5-30 4 4-0 2-70 5 6 0 17-17 0 0 0 28 119

Punting Field Goals Kickoffs
Date Opponent no. yds avg long blkd tb fc 50+ i20 md-att long blkd no. yds avg tb ob

09/05/2026 at Nevada 6 218 36.3 56 0 0 0 1 3 0-0 0 0 3 189 63.0 2 0
09/12/2026 at Georgia 10 449 44.9 57 0 2 4 3 3 0-0 0 0 4 227 56.8 0 0
Western Ky. 16 667 41.7 57 0 2 4 4 6 0-0 0 0 7 416 59.4 2 0
Opponents 7 328 46.9 61 0 2 2 4 2 0-0 0 0 19 1202 63.3 13 0
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Team Defense
Tackles Sacks Pass defense Fumbles blkd

## Player gp ua a tot tfl/yds no-yds int-yds brup qbh fr-yds ff kick saf
7 Jaylen Lewis 2 9 4 13 . . . . . . 1 . .
6 Justin Brown 2 6 3 9 1-2 . 1-8 . . . . . .
10 Xavion "Tutu" Griffin 2 5 2 7 . . . 1 . 1-0 . . .
3 Christian White 2 3 3 6 . . . . . . . . .
21 Jaylen Wester 2 4 2 6 . . . 1 . . 2 . .
22 Jordan Donald 2 1 5 6 . . . . . . . . .
8 D'Cambren Verrett 1 2 3 5 1-1 . . . . . . . .
98 Nathan Gonzales 2 4 1 5 1-1 . . . . . . . .
20 Zach Smith 2 4 1 5 . . . . . . . . .
45 Josaiah Knight 2 1 3 4 0.5-1 . . . . . . . .
17 Zsacari Minnis 2 4 . 4 . . . . . . . . .
14 Braxton Myers 2 4 . 4 . . . . . . . . .
24 Lataj Wright 2 3 . 3 . . . . . . . . .
13 Latrevion Thompson 2 . 3 3 0.5-1 . . . . . . . .
55 Venson Sneed Jr. 2 1 2 3 . . . . . . . . .
52 Jakeem Fletcher 2 1 2 3 . . . . . . . . .
5 Dave Herard 2 1 1 2 . . . . . . . . .
2 Tony Newsome Jr. 1 2 . 2 . . . . . . . . .
35 Elijah Rumph 2 2 . 2 . . . . . . . . .
32 Westen Ard 1 1 1 2 . . . . . . . . .
50 Elin Jones 2 . 2 2 . . . . . . . . .
0 Mackavelli Malotumau 2 1 1 2 1-2 . . . . . . . .
93 Rylen Su'a-Filo 2 . 2 2 . . . . . . . . .
33 Zeiqui Lawton 2 2 . 2 . . . . . . . . .
7 Qua'Vez Humphreys 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
21 Nigel Johnson 1 1 . 1 . . . . . . 1 . .
19 Jacob Cosby-Mosley 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
92 Javin Griffin 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
56 Kiawan Murphy 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
54 Sekou Peters 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
34 Makhi Brazier 2 . 1 1 . . . . . . . . .
39 Jaylen Pollard 2 1 . 1 . . . . . . . . .
49 Nolan Imhoff 2 . . . . . . . . 1-0 . . .

Totals 2 68 42 110 5-8 0-0 1-8 2 0 2-0 4 0 0
Opponents 2 92 44 136 14-45 5-30 2-70 6 5 4-0 4 0 0
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Western Ky. - Game Highs
RUSHES 42 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
YARDS RUSHING 164 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
YARDS PER RUSH 3.9 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
TD RUSHES 2 at Georgia (09/12/2026)

2 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
PASS ATTEMPTS 40 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
PASS COMPLETIONS 24 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
YARDS PASSING 203 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
YARDS PER PASS 5.1 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
TD PASSES 1 at Georgia (09/12/2026)
TOTAL PLAYS 82 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
TOTAL OFFENSE 367 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
YARDS PER PLAY 4.5 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
POINTS 20 at Georgia (09/12/2026)
SACKS BY 0 at Georgia (09/12/2026)

0 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
FIRST DOWNS 23 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
PENALTIES 6 at Georgia (09/12/2026)

6 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
PENALTY YARDS 59 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
TURNOVERS 4 at Georgia (09/12/2026)
PUNTS 10 at Georgia (09/12/2026)
PUNTING AVG 44.9 at Georgia (09/12/2026)
LONG PUNT 57 at Georgia (09/12/2026)
PUNTS INSIDE 20 3 at Georgia (09/12/2026)

3 at Nevada (09/05/2026)
LONG PUNT RETURN 15 at Georgia (09/12/2026)
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Rushing
Player gp att gain loss net avg td lg avg/g

Ajay Allen 2 32 130 9 121 3.8 2 23 60.5
Brock Glenn 2 14 77 7 70 5.0 2 16 35.0
Le'Kamren Meadows 2 13 69 0 69 5.3 0 19 34.5
Jaden McGill 2 2 6 0 6 3.0 0 5 3.0
Kalib Hicks 1 2 5 0 5 2.5 0 5 5.0
Rodney Tisdale Jr. 2 14 41 39 2 0.1 0 16 1.0
Jonathan Stafford Jr. 2 2 1 0 1 0.5 0 1 0.5

Total 2 79 329 55 274 3.5 4 23 137.0
Opponents 2 77 570 13 557 7.2 8 72 278.5

Passing
Player gp effic comp-att-int pct yds td lg avg/g

Rodney Tisdale Jr. 2 88.3 30-54-1 55.6 234 0 26 117.0
Brock Glenn 2 88.5 12-23-1 52.2 84 1 15 42.0

Total 2 88.3 42-77-2 54.5 318 1 26 159.0
Opponents 2 198.9 25-41-1 61.0 422 7 73 211.0

Receiving
Player gp no. yds avg td lg avg/g

Cameron Flowers 2 8 74 9.3 0 21 37.0
Jonathan Stafford Jr. 2 8 65 8.1 0 11 32.5
Lofton Howard 2 5 17 3.4 0 8 8.5
Ajay Allen 2 3 5 1.7 0 6 2.5
Quincy Burroughs 2 3 40 13.3 0 15 20.0
Jaden McGill 2 3 26 8.7 0 11 13.0
Moussa Barry 2 2 13 6.5 0 9 6.5
CC Ezirim 2 2 35 17.5 0 26 17.5
Zion Taylor 2 2 19 9.5 0 15 9.5
Coleson Arends 2 2 18 9.0 1 11 9.0
Qua'Vez Humphreys 2 1 3 3.0 0 3 1.5
Kalib Hicks 1 1 -3 -3.0 0 0 -3.0
Devin Hamilton 2 1 6 6.0 0 6 3.0
Le'Kamren Meadows 2 1 0 0.0 0 0 0.0

Total 2 42 318 7.6 1 26 159.0
Opponents 2 25 422 16.9 7 73 211.0

Punt Returns
Player no. yds avg td lg

Jonathan Stafford Jr. 1 15 15.0 0 15
Lofton Howard 1 5 5.0 0 5

Total 2 20 10.0 0 15
Opponents 5 46 9.2 0 16

Interceptions
Player no. yds avg td lg

Justin Brown 1 8 8.0 0 8

Total 1 8 8.0 0 8
Opponents 2 70 35.0 1 43

Kick Returns
Player no. yds avg td lg

Cameron Flowers 2 22 11.0 0 16
Adrion Boyd 1 18 18.0 0 18

Total 3 40 13.3 0 18
Opponents 5 162 32.4 1 91

Fumbles Recovered
Player no. yds avg td lg

Nolan Imhoff 1 0 0.0 0 0
Xavion "Tutu" Griffin 1 0 0.0 0 0

Total 2 0 0.0 0 0
Opponents 4 0 0.0 0 0
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Scoring
PAT

Player td fg kick rush rcv pass dxp saf pts
Ajay Allen 2 - - - - - - - 12
Brock Glenn 2 - - - - - - - 12
Coleson Arends 1 - - - - - - - 6
Michael Smith - - 2-3 - - - - - 2
Karl Campbell - - 2-2 - - - - - 2
Total 5 0-0 4-5 0 0 0 0 0 34
Opponents 17 0-0 17-17 0 0 0 0 0 119

Field Goals
Player fg pct. 01-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 lg blk
Opponents 0-0 0.0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0

FG Sequence
Team Name Western Ky. Opponents
Nevada
Georgia

Numbers in (parentheses) indicate field goal was made

Total Offense
Player g plays rush pass total avg/g
Rodney Tisdale Jr. 2 68 2 234 236 118.0
Brock Glenn 2 37 70 84 154 77.0
Ajay Allen 2 32 121 0 121 60.5
Le'Kamren Meadows 2 13 69 0 69 34.5
Jaden McGill 2 2 6 0 6 3.0
Kalib Hicks 1 2 5 0 5 5.0
Jonathan Stafford Jr. 2 2 1 0 1 0.5
Total 2 156 274 318 592 296.0
Opponents 2 118 557 422 979 489.5

Punting
Player no. yds avg lg tb fc i20 50+ blk
Jackson Smith 16 667 41.7 57 2 4 6 4 0
Total 16 667 41.7 57 2 4 6 4 0
Opponents 7 328 46.9 61 2 2 2 4 0

Kickoffs
Player no. yds avg tb ob retn net ydln
Michael Smith 7 416 59.4 2 0
Total 7 416 59.4 2 0 5 29.1 35
Opponents 19 1202 63.3 13 0 3 41.1 23

All Purpose
Player g rush rcv pr kr ir total avg/g
Ajay Allen 2 121 5 0 0 0 126 63.0
Cameron Flowers 2 0 74 0 22 0 96 48.0
Jonathan Stafford Jr. 2 1 65 15 0 0 81 40.5
Brock Glenn 2 70 0 0 0 0 70 35.0
Le'Kamren Meadows 2 69 0 0 0 0 69 34.5
Quincy Burroughs 2 0 40 0 0 0 40 20.0
CC Ezirim 2 0 35 0 0 0 35 17.5
Jaden McGill 2 6 26 0 0 0 32 16.0
Lofton Howard 2 0 17 5 0 0 22 11.0
Zion Taylor 2 0 19 0 0 0 19 9.5
Coleson Arends 2 0 18 0 0 0 18 9.0
Adrion Boyd 1 0 0 0 18 0 18 18.0
Moussa Barry 2 0 13 0 0 0 13 6.5
Justin Brown 2 0 0 0 0 8 8 4.0
Devin Hamilton 2 0 6 0 0 0 6 3.0
Qua'Vez Humphreys 2 0 3 0 0 0 3 1.5
Kalib Hicks 1 5 -3 0 0 0 2 2.0
Rodney Tisdale Jr. 2 2 0 0 0 0 2 1.0
Total 2 274 318 20 40 8 660 330.0
Opponents 2 557 422 46 162 70 1257 628.5
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6($621 7($0 JS DWW \GV WG OJ DYJ�F DYJ�J FRPS�DWW�LQW \GV WG OJ SFW DYJ�S DYJ�J HdF

������� &&8 � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
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6FRULQJ�DQG�7RWDO�2bHQVH
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6($621 7($0 JS WG UXVK UFY UHW SDW �SDW IJ WRWDO DYJ�J UXVK SDVV WRWDO DYJ�J

������� &&8 � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
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3XQWLQJ�DQG�$OO�3XUSRVH
3XQWLQJ $OO�3XUSRVH

6($621 7($0 JS QR� \GV OJ DYJ�J UXVK UFY SU NU LU WRWDO DYJ�J

������� &&8 � � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
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6($621 7($0 *3 XD D WRWDO Wc SEX b IU EON VDFNV LQW UHF \GV WG OJ UHF�J \GV�U \GV�J

������� &&8 � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
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6($621 7($0 JS DWW \GV WG OJ DYJ�F DYJ�J FRPS�DWW�LQW \GV WG OJ SFW DYJ�S DYJ�J HdF

������� 1HEU � �� ��� � �� ��� ���� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
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6($621 7($0 JS WG UXVK UFY UHW SDW �SDW IJ WRWDO DYJ�J UXVK SDVV WRWDO DYJ�J

������� 1HEU � � � � � � � � �� ��� ��� � ��� ����
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6($621 7($0 JS QR� \GV OJ DYJ�J UXVK UFY SU NU LU WRWDO DYJ�J

������� 1HEU � � � � ��� ��� � � � � ��� ����
������� 80 � � � � ��� ��� � � � � ��� ����
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6($621 7($0 *3 XD D WRWDO Wc SEX b IU EON VDFNV LQW UHF \GV WG OJ UHF�J \GV�U \GV�J

������� 1HEU � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� 80 � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� 80 � � � � ��� � � � � � � � �� � �� ��� ���� ���
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6($621 7($0 JS DWW \GV WG OJ DYJ�F DYJ�J FRPS�DWW�LQW \GV WG OJ SFW DYJ�S DYJ�J HdF

������� $68 �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
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6($621 7($0 JS WG UXVK UFY UHW SDW �SDW IJ WRWDO DYJ�J UXVK SDVV WRWDO DYJ�J

������� $68 �� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
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3XQWLQJ�DQG�$OO�3XUSRVH
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6($621 7($0 JS QR� \GV OJ DYJ�J UXVK UFY SU NU LU WRWDO DYJ�J

������� $68 �� � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
������� $68 � � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
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7DFNOHV ,QWHUFHSWLRQV 5HFHSWLRQV

6($621 7($0 *3 XD D WRWDO Wc SEX b IU EON VDFNV LQW UHF \GV WG OJ UHF�J \GV�U \GV�J

������� $68 �� � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� $68 � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
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/RQJHVW�5HFHSWLRQ �� DW�*HRUJLD���������
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6($621 7($0 JS DWW \GV WG OJ DYJ�F DYJ�J FRPS�DWW�LQW \GV WG OJ SFW DYJ�S DYJ�J HdF

������� 0+ � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
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6FRULQJ�DQG�7RWDO�2bHQVH
6FRULQJ 7RWDO�2bHQVH

6($621 7($0 JS WG UXVK UFY UHW SDW �SDW IJ WRWDO DYJ�J UXVK SDVV WRWDO DYJ�J

������� 0+ � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
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3XQWLQJ�DQG�$OO�3XUSRVH
3XQWLQJ $OO�3XUSRVH

6($621 7($0 JS QR� \GV OJ DYJ�J UXVK UFY SU NU LU WRWDO DYJ�J

������� 0+ � � � � ��� � �� � � � �� ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � ��� � ��� � � � ��� ����
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � ��� � � � ��� ����
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � ��� � ��� � � � ��� ����
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � �� � � � �� ���
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7DFNOHV
7DFNOHV ,QWHUFHSWLRQV 5HFHSWLRQV

6($621 7($0 *3 XD D WRWDO Wc SEX b IU EON VDFNV LQW UHF \GV WG OJ UHF�J \GV�U \GV�J

������� 0+ � � � � ��� � � � � � � � �� � �� ��� ���� ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � ��� � � � � � � � ��� � �� ��� ���� ����
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � �� ��� � �� ��� ���� ����
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � ��� � � � � � � �� ��� � �� ��� ���� ����
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6($621 7($0 JS DWW \GV WG OJ DYJ�F DYJ�J FRPS�DWW�LQW \GV WG OJ SFW DYJ�S DYJ�J HdF
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6FRULQJ 7RWDO�2bHQVH

6($621 7($0 JS WG UXVK UFY UHW SDW �SDW IJ WRWDO DYJ�J UXVK SDVV WRWDO DYJ�J

������� *D7HFK � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
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3XQWLQJ�DQG�$OO�3XUSRVH
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������� 87 � � � � ��� � �� � � � �� ���
������� 87 �� � � � ��� � �� � � � �� ���
������� 87 � � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � �� � � � �� ����

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ � � � � ��� � �� � � � �� ����

727$/ �� � � � ��� � ��� � � � ��� ���

7DFNOHV
7DFNOHV ,QWHUFHSWLRQV 5HFHSWLRQV

6($621 7($0 *3 XD D WRWDO Wc SEX b IU EON VDFNV LQW UHF \GV WG OJ UHF�J \GV�U \GV�J

������� 87 � � � � ��� � � � � � � � �� � �� ��� ���� ���
������� 87 �� � � � ��� � � � � � � � �� � �� ��� ���� ���
������� 87 � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � � �� � �� ��� ���� ����

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � � �� � �� ��� ���� ����

727$/ �� � � � ��� � � � � � � � ��� � �� ��� ���� ���

6LQJOH�*DPH�+LJKV
6WDWLVWLF 9DOXH

5HFHSWLRQV � YV�7H[DV�6RXWKHUQ���������
5HFHSWLRQV�<DUGV �� YV�7H[DV�6RXWKHUQ���������

5HFHSWLRQV�7RXFKGRZQV � YV�0RUJDQ�6W����������
/RQJHVW�5HFHSWLRQ �� YV�7H[DV�6RXWKHUQ���������
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$OO�JDPHV
3DJH������

DV�RI�6HS���������

)/(7&+(5��-DNHHP

5XVKLQJ�DQG�3DVVLQJ
5XVKLQJ 3DVVLQJ

6($621 7($0 JS DWW \GV WG OJ DYJ�F DYJ�J FRPS�DWW�LQW \GV WG OJ SFW DYJ�S DYJ�J HdF

������� $/67 � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
������� $/67 � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
������� $/67 �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���

727$/ �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���

6FRULQJ�DQG�7RWDO�2bHQVH
6FRULQJ 7RWDO�2bHQVH

6($621 7($0 JS WG UXVK UFY UHW SDW �SDW IJ WRWDO DYJ�J UXVK SDVV WRWDO DYJ�J

������� $/67 � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
������� $/67 � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
������� $/67 �� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ �� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���

727$/ �� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���

3XQWLQJ�DQG�$OO�3XUSRVH
3XQWLQJ $OO�3XUSRVH

6($621 7($0 JS QR� \GV OJ DYJ�J UXVK UFY SU NU LU WRWDO DYJ�J

������� $/67 � � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
������� $/67 � � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
������� $/67 �� � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ �� � � � ��� � � � � � � ���

727$/ �� � � � ��� � � � � � � ���

7DFNOHV
7DFNOHV ,QWHUFHSWLRQV 5HFHSWLRQV

6($621 7($0 *3 XD D WRWDO Wc SEX b IU EON VDFNV LQW UHF \GV WG OJ UHF�J \GV�U \GV�J

������� $/67 � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� $/67 � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� $/67 �� �� �� �� ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � �� �� ��� � � � � ��� � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ �� � �� �� ��� � � � � ��� � � � � � ��� ��� ���

727$/ �� �� �� �� ��� � � � � ��� � � � � � ��� ��� ���

6LQJOH�*DPH�+LJKV
6WDWLVWLF 9DOXH

7RWDO�7DFNOHV � YV�)ORULGD�$	0���������
7RWDO�6DFNV ��� DW�-DFNVRQYLOOH�6W����������

7RWDO�7DFNOHV�)RU�/RVV � DW�-DFNVRQYLOOH�6W����������
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,QGLYLGXDO�&DUHHU�6XPPDULHV

$OO�JDPHV
3DJH������

DV�RI�6HS���������

)/2:(56��&DPHURQ

5XVKLQJ�DQG�3DVVLQJ
5XVKLQJ 3DVVLQJ

6($621 7($0 JS DWW \GV WG OJ DYJ�F DYJ�J FRPS�DWW�LQW \GV WG OJ SFW DYJ�S DYJ�J HdF

������� :HVW.\ � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� �� � �� ���� ���� ��� �����
������� :HVW.\ � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���

727$/ �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� �� � �� ���� ���� ��� �����

6FRULQJ�DQG�7RWDO�2bHQVH
6FRULQJ 7RWDO�2bHQVH

6($621 7($0 JS WG UXVK UFY UHW SDW �SDW IJ WRWDO DYJ�J UXVK SDVV WRWDO DYJ�J

������� :HVW.\ � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � � � � � � ��� � �� �� ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���

727$/ �� � � � � � � � � ��� � �� �� ���

3XQWLQJ�DQG�$OO�3XUSRVH
3XQWLQJ $OO�3XUSRVH

6($621 7($0 JS QR� \GV OJ DYJ�J UXVK UFY SU NU LU WRWDO DYJ�J

������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � �� � �� � �� ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � ��� � ��� � ��� � ��� ����
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � �� � �� � �� ����

727$/ �� � � � ��� � ��� � ��� � ��� ����

7DFNOHV
7DFNOHV ,QWHUFHSWLRQV 5HFHSWLRQV

6($621 7($0 *3 XD D WRWDO Wc SEX b IU EON VDFNV LQW UHF \GV WG OJ UHF�J \GV�U \GV�J

������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � � �� � �� ��� ���� ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � ��� � � � � � � �� ��� � �� ��� ���� ����
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � � �� � �� ��� ��� ����

727$/ �� � � � ��� � � � � � � �� ��� � �� ��� ���� ����

6LQJOH�*DPH�+LJKV
6WDWLVWLF 9DOXH

5XVKLQJ�$WWHPSWV � YV�1RUWK�$OD������������DW�'HODZDUH�����������DW�/RXLVLDQD�7HFK���������
5XVKLQJ�<DUGV�1HW � DW�'HODZDUH���������

/RQJHVW�5XVKLQJ � DW�'HODZDUH���������
7RWDO�3DVVHV � ��WLPHV

&RPSOHWHG�3DVVHV � DW�/68�����������DW�7ROHGR�����������YV�6RXWKHUQ�0LVV����������
3DVVHV�<DUGV �� DW�7ROHGR���������
/RQJHVW�3DVV �� DW�7ROHGR���������

5HFHSWLRQV � DW�1HYDGD���������
5HFHSWLRQV�<DUGV �� DW�1HYDGD���������

5HFHSWLRQV�7RXFKGRZQV � DW�7ROHGR���������
/RQJHVW�5HFHSWLRQ �� YV�1HYDGD���������

/RQJHVW�.LFN�5HWXUQ �� DW�'HODZDUH���������
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$OO�JDPHV
3DJH������

DV�RI�6HS���������

*/(11��%URFN

5XVKLQJ�DQG�3DVVLQJ
5XVKLQJ 3DVVLQJ

6($621 7($0 JS DWW \GV WG OJ DYJ�F DYJ�J FRPS�DWW�LQW \GV WG OJ SFW DYJ�S DYJ�J HdF

������� )68 � �� �� � �� ��� ��� ������� ��� � �� ���� ���� ���� ����
������� )68 � �� �� � �� ��� ���� �������� ��� � �� ���� ���� ���� ����
������� )68 � � �� � �� ��� ���� ������ �� � �� ���� ���� ���� �����
������� :HVW.\ � �� �� � �� ��� ���� ������� �� � �� ���� ��� ���� ����

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ � �� �� � �� ��� ���� ������� �� � �� ���� ��� ���� ����

727$/ �� �� ��� � �� ��� ���� �������� ��� � �� ���� ���� ���� ����

6FRULQJ�DQG�7RWDO�2bHQVH
6FRULQJ 7RWDO�2bHQVH

6($621 7($0 JS WG UXVK UFY UHW SDW �SDW IJ WRWDO DYJ�J UXVK SDVV WRWDO DYJ�J

������� )68 � � � � � � � � � ��� �� ��� ��� ����
������� )68 � � � � � � � � � ��� �� ��� ��� ����
������� )68 � � � � � � � � � ��� �� �� ��� ����
������� :HVW.\ � � � � � � � � �� ��� �� �� ��� ����

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ � � � � � � � � �� ��� �� �� ��� ����

727$/ �� � � � � � � � �� ��� ��� ��� ���� ����

3XQWLQJ�DQG�$OO�3XUSRVH
3XQWLQJ $OO�3XUSRVH

6($621 7($0 JS QR� \GV OJ DYJ�J UXVK UFY SU NU LU WRWDO DYJ�J

������� )68 � � � � ��� �� � � � � �� ���
������� )68 � � � � ��� �� � � � � �� ����
������� )68 � � � � ��� �� � � � � �� ����
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� �� � � � � �� ����

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ � � � � ��� �� � � � � �� ����

727$/ �� � � � ��� ��� � � � � ��� ����

7DFNOHV
7DFNOHV ,QWHUFHSWLRQV 5HFHSWLRQV

6($621 7($0 *3 XD D WRWDO Wc SEX b IU EON VDFNV LQW UHF \GV WG OJ UHF�J \GV�U \GV�J

������� )68 � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� )68 � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� )68 � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���

727$/ �� � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
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6WDWLVWLF 9DOXH

5XVKLQJ�$WWHPSWV �� DW�*HRUJLD���������
5XVKLQJ�<DUGV�1HW �� DW�*HRUJLD���������

5XVKLQJ�7RXFKGRZQV � DW�*HRUJLD���������
/RQJHVW�5XVKLQJ �� YV�6RXWKHUQ�0LVV����������

7RWDO�3DVVHV �� YV�&OHPVRQ���������
&RPSOHWHG�3DVVHV �� YV�&OHPVRQ���������

3DVVHV�<DUGV ��� YV�&OHPVRQ���������
7RXFKGRZQV�IURP�SDVVHV � YV�&OHPVRQ���������

/RQJHVW�3DVV �� YV�*HRUJLD���������
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:HVWHUQ�.\��)RRWEDOO
,QGLYLGXDO�&DUHHU�6XPPDULHV

$OO�JDPHV
3DJH������

DV�RI�6HS���������

*21=$/(6��1DWKDQ

5XVKLQJ�DQG�3DVVLQJ
5XVKLQJ 3DVVLQJ

6($621 7($0 JS DWW \GV WG OJ DYJ�F DYJ�J FRPS�DWW�LQW \GV WG OJ SFW DYJ�S DYJ�J HdF

������� ,16 � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
������� ,16 �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���

727$/ �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���

6FRULQJ�DQG�7RWDO�2bHQVH
6FRULQJ 7RWDO�2bHQVH

6($621 7($0 JS WG UXVK UFY UHW SDW �SDW IJ WRWDO DYJ�J UXVK SDVV WRWDO DYJ�J

������� ,16 � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
������� ,16 �� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���

727$/ �� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���

3XQWLQJ�DQG�$OO�3XUSRVH
3XQWLQJ $OO�3XUSRVH

6($621 7($0 JS QR� \GV OJ DYJ�J UXVK UFY SU NU LU WRWDO DYJ�J

������� ,16 � � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
������� ,16 �� � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � ���

727$/ �� � � � ��� � � � � � � ���

7DFNOHV
7DFNOHV ,QWHUFHSWLRQV 5HFHSWLRQV

6($621 7($0 *3 XD D WRWDO Wc SEX b IU EON VDFNV LQW UHF \GV WG OJ UHF�J \GV�U \GV�J

������� ,16 � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� ,16 �� � �� �� ���� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���

727$/ �� �� �� �� ���� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���

6LQJOH�*DPH�+LJKV
6WDWLVWLF 9DOXH

7RWDO�7DFNOHV � DW�6RXWK�'DNRWD�6W������������YV�,OOLQRLV�6W����������
7RWDO�6DFNV � YV�6RXWK�'DNRWD�����������YV�,OOLQRLV�6W����������

7RWDO�7DFNOHV�)RU�/RVV ��� DW�6RXWK�'DNRWD�6W����������
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,QGLYLGXDO�&DUHHU�6XPPDULHV

$OO�JDPHV
3DJH������

DV�RI�6HS���������

*5,)),1��-DYLQ

5XVKLQJ�DQG�3DVVLQJ
5XVKLQJ 3DVVLQJ

6($621 7($0 JS DWW \GV WG OJ DYJ�F DYJ�J FRPS�DWW�LQW \GV WG OJ SFW DYJ�S DYJ�J HdF

������� *: � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
������� *: �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
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������� :HVW.\ �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���

727$/ �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���

6FRULQJ�DQG�7RWDO�2bHQVH
6FRULQJ 7RWDO�2bHQVH

6($621 7($0 JS WG UXVK UFY UHW SDW �SDW IJ WRWDO DYJ�J UXVK SDVV WRWDO DYJ�J

������� 688 �� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
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������� 688 �� � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
������� 688 �� � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ �� � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ �� � � � ��� � � � � � � ���

727$/ �� � � � ��� � � � � � � ���

7DFNOHV
7DFNOHV ,QWHUFHSWLRQV 5HFHSWLRQV

6($621 7($0 *3 XD D WRWDO Wc SEX b IU EON VDFNV LQW UHF \GV WG OJ UHF�J \GV�U \GV�J
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������� :HVW.\ �� �� �� �� ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ �� �� �� �� ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���

727$/ �� �� �� ��� ����� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���

6LQJOH�*DPH�+LJKV
6WDWLVWLF 9DOXH

7RWDO�7DFNOHV � DW�$ELOHQH�&KULVWLDQ���������
7RWDO�6DFNV � ��WLPHV

7RWDO�7DFNOHV�)RU�/RVV ��� YV�(DVWHUQ�.\����������



742026 WKU FOOTBALL  •  AT NO. 4 INDIANA  •  SATURDAY, SEPT. 19  •  3 P.M. CT  •  BLOOMINGTON, IND.  •  MEMORIAL STADIUM  •  PEACOCK  •  @WKUFootball

 2026 WKU Football GAME NOTES

:HVWHUQ�.\��)RRWEDOO
,QGLYLGXDO�&DUHHU�6XPPDULHV

$OO�JDPHV
3DJH������

DV�RI�6HS���������

7$</25��=LRQ

5XVKLQJ�DQG�3DVVLQJ
5XVKLQJ 3DVVLQJ

6($621 7($0 JS DWW \GV WG OJ DYJ�F DYJ�J FRPS�DWW�LQW \GV WG OJ SFW DYJ�S DYJ�J HdF

������� *D7HFK � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
������� *D7HFK � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
������� *D7HFK �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ � � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���

727$/ �� � � � � ��� ��� ����� � � � ��� ��� ��� ���

6FRULQJ�DQG�7RWDO�2bHQVH
6FRULQJ 7RWDO�2bHQVH

6($621 7($0 JS WG UXVK UFY UHW SDW �SDW IJ WRWDO DYJ�J UXVK SDVV WRWDO DYJ�J

������� *D7HFK � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
������� *D7HFK � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
������� *D7HFK �� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ � � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���

727$/ �� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � ���

3XQWLQJ�DQG�$OO�3XUSRVH
3XQWLQJ $OO�3XUSRVH

6($621 7($0 JS QR� \GV OJ DYJ�J UXVK UFY SU NU LU WRWDO DYJ�J

������� *D7HFK � � � � ��� � � � � � � ���
������� *D7HFK � � � � ��� � � � �� � �� ���
������� *D7HFK �� � � � ��� � ��� � � � ��� ���
������� :HVW.\ � � � � ��� � �� � � � �� ���

727$/�)25�:HVW.\ � � � � ��� � �� � � � �� ���

727$/ �� � � � ��� � ��� � �� � ��� ���

7DFNOHV
7DFNOHV ,QWHUFHSWLRQV 5HFHSWLRQV

6($621 7($0 *3 XD D WRWDO Wc SEX b IU EON VDFNV LQW UHF \GV WG OJ UHF�J \GV�U \GV�J

������� *D7HFK � � � � ��� � � � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���
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������� 6(02 �� �� �� �� ������ � � � � ��� � � � � � ��� ��� ���
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