


2023 Virginia union football 

DATE OPPONENT TIME 

Sept. 3 vs. Morehouse 4:00 p.m. 

Sept. 9 at Shaw 1:00 p.m. 

Sept. 16 at Livingstone* 6:00 p.m. 

Sept. 23 FAYETTEVILLE STATE* 6:00 p.m. 

Sept. 30 at Saint Augustine’s* 1:00 p.m. 

Oct. 7 at Elizabeth City State* 1:00 p.m. 

Oct. 14 BOWIE STATE* 1:00 p.m. 

Oct. 21 LINCOLN (PA)* 1:00 p.m. 

Oct. 28 at Bluefield State* 1:00 p.m. 

Nov. 4 VIRGINIA STATE* 1:00 p.m. 

*CIAA Game 

All Times Eastern 

VUU-MOREHOUSE SERIES HISTORY  

Overall  VUU Leads 6-0 

In Richmond 2-0 

In Atlanta  3-0 

At Neutral Site 1-0 

Current Streak VUU won 6 

Last Meeting VUU won 43-21, 2000 

 

2022 Virginia union football 

DATE OPPONENT TIME 

Sept. 1 VIRGINIA LYNCHBURG W 77-0 

Sept. 10 at Valdosta State W 45-40. 

Sept. 17 LIVINGSTONE* W 42-6 

Sept. 24 at Fayetteville State* W 31-28 

Oct. 1 SAINT AUGUSTINE’S* W 69-0 

Oct. 8 ELIZABETH CITY STATE* W 49-0 

Oct. 15 at Bowie State* W 27-24 (OT) 

Oct. 22 at Lincoln (PA)* W 45-20 

Oct. 29 CHOWAN* L 26-21 

Nov. 5 at Virginia State* W 33-21 

Nov. 19 WINGATE** L 32-7 

*CIAA Game 

** NCAA Playoff Game 

►VUU will be coached by Dr. Alvin Parker.  Parker is entering 

his fifth year as VUU Head Coach and is 30-11 overall.  He 

was named the CIAA Coach of the Year in 2022. 

►Virginia Union University will begin its 122nd varsity football 

season, and the fifth under head coach Dr. Alvin Parker, when 

it plays Morehouse College in the Black College Hall of Fame 

Classic on Sunday, September 3, at Tom Benson Hall of Fame 

Stadium in Canton, Oh..  Kickoff is slated for 4 p.m. and will be 

televised on the NFL Network. 

►The Panthers own a 6-0 record against Morehouse College.  

The last time the two teams met was on September 10, 2000, 

in Hovey Field in Richmond, Va.  VUU won that match-up 43-

21. 

►Jada Byers, who will be a junior in 2023, was named Male 

Athlete of the Year at the RVA Sports while rushing for a CIAA

-record 1,920 yards in 2022.  Byers, who is from Hammonton, 

N.J. and is majoring in Social Work, was also Virginia Union's 

first Harlon Hill Award Finalist, which is awarded to the top 

football player in Division II of the NCAA.   

►Amonii Burden, who will be a redshirt senior in 2023, and is a 

6-1, 229 lb., defensive end from Williamsburg, Va., and is ma-

joring in Marketing.  He was All-CIAA First Team in 2022 while 

collecting 32 tackles for the Panthers last season.  

VIRGINIA UNION 

2022 Record:  9-2 

Pre-Season Rankings:  #14 (Lindy’s) #4 (CFB) 

Last Game:  Lost to Wingate 32-7 (NCAA) 

Head Coach:  Dr. Alvin Parker 

 Career Record:  30-11 / 5th Season 

 Career Record:  Same 

 Record vs. Morehouse:  0-0 

MOREHOUSE 

2022 Record:  1-9 

Last Game:  Beat Clark Atlanta 20-17 (2022) 

Head Coach:  Gerard Wilcher 

 Career Record:  0-0 (1st Season) 

 Career Record:  Same 

 vs. Virginia Union:  0-0 

Football Contact:  Jim Junot ● EMAIL:  jjunot@vuu.edu ● CELL:  804-307-4886 

GAME 

1 

vs. Morehouse 

Sept. 3, 2023 

Tom Benson Hall of Fame Stadium 

(23,000) ● Canton, OH 

4:00 p.m. 

TALE OF THE TAPE 

40.6 Points/Game 10.8 

17.9 Points Allowed/Game 33.1 

221.5 Rush Yards/Game 119/7 

180.9 Pass Yards/Game 130.9 

205.6 Pass Yards Allowed/Game 208.1 

402.4 Total Offense/Game 250.6 

281.7 Total Defense/Game 380.5 



Named the 27th head football coach at Virginia Union University on Dec. 18, 2017, Alvin Parker Ph.D. a native of Washington, DC, and alumnus of Virginia Union, will begin his fifth 

season at the helm of the program in the fall of 2023. Parker also serves as the University’s Associate Director of Athletics, a post he assumed in August of 2021. 

 

Widely familiar with the CIAA Football landscape, the 2022 season marked Parker’s 24THyear roaming the collegiate sidelines. Known for developing champions, Parker’s career has 

featured multiple conference and divisional championships on the field, while guiding his offensive units to national leaders in multiple categories and coaching numerous all-conference 

and All-American student-athletes. 

 

Parker also serves as a leader in the profession, locally and nationally, serving on the AFCA Rules Committee, AFCA Minority Issues Committee, serving as the President of the CIAA 

Coaches Association, and the founder and President of Home Team Foundation Inc. 

 

In his second stint at VUU, the 2023 season marks Parker’s 10th with the Panthers overall. Formerly an offensive assistant with the program under legendary coach Willard Bailey from 

1999-2003, Parker returned to Lombardy Street after stints at Saint Augustine’s University and Elizabeth City State University. Since his return to VUU, Parker has helped the Panthers 

defeat FCS programs, top 25 rankings, and has had consistent winning seasons. 

 

Parker hoists an 23-6 CIAA record, and a 30-11 overall record after three playing seasons. Last season Parker guided the Panthers to an appearance in the NCAA Football Playoffs and 

has the Panthers ranked #14 in the nation in the 2023 Lindy’s Pre-Season Poll. 

 

Emphasizing discipline, Parker’s team have consistently ranked among the top 25 in the country in turnover margin, total defense, scoring defense, scoring offense, and rushing offense. 

On special teams, VUU also has thrived, ranking tops in the nation in blocked punts and kicks. The impact Parker has had on the program in such a short time has been considerable. 

Following the spring 2020 semester, 47 football student athletes obtained above a 3.0 GPA, all of this culminated with a football student-athlete being named the universities co-

valedictorian (Emmanuel Antwi). 

 

Parker coached the 2019 CIAA Special Teams player of the year Jefferson Souza, who was also named the Don Hansen Super region two Special Teams player of the year. He devel-

oped Khalid Morris who led the league in passing yards per game and was also tied for first in passing TD’s. 2019 also saw Charles Hall lead the nation (NCAA) in yards per catch 

(25.9). In his inaugural season as the head coach of the Panthers, Parker posted the best record of a first-year coach at VUU with an 8-2 overall mark. Recognized as one of the most 

gifted offensive football minds during his heralded career as an assistant coach, the Panthers had one of their most successful seasons in 2018. 

 

Virginia Union ranked #1 in several categories in the CIAA including scoring offense (40.5 ppg), rushing offense (221.5 yrd/g) and rushing defense (75.2 yrd/g). The Panthers also 

finished first in the league in third down conversions (45.6%). 

 

Over his previous stint on the Union staff, the Panthers won three CIAA Eastern Division crowns, captured the (2001) CIAA title and played in the 2001 Pioneer Bowl. Dr. Parker coached André Braxton, the CIAA’s all-time 

leading rusher and single season touchdown record holder, who would go on to be named the recipient of the (2000) Alonzo "Jake" Gaither Award as the top HBCU player in the nation. Braxton was an All-CIAA honoree all four 

years at VUU and named Player of the Year in 2000. 

 

Before his successes as a coach and an academician, Parker was a standout student-athlete during his playing days at VUU. He earned offensive MVP honors in 1996 and 1998, still ranks in the top ten amongst the Panther 

greats in single season touchdowns scored and is the Gold Bowl record holder for the longest TD — a 79-yard reception. 

 

His dedication and success as one of the nation’s top assistants had not gone unnoticed as he was named a finalist for the AFCA National Assistant Coach of the Year Award every year from 2013-2016. Parker served as the 

Assistant Head Coach/Offensive Coordinator at SAU for two season and helped orchestrate one of the biggest turnarounds in school history. The Falcons went from last in the CIAA in total offense (200.3 ypg) to putting up 335.5 

yards per game good for 6th in the conference, improved their scoring average to 25.5ppg (18.1) and improved their overall touchdown output by +10 with 34 on the year. Most significantly, the Falcons went from the bottom of 

the CIAA South to a tie for first place in the division, just one game away from their first conference title appearance. 

 

During his 13 years at ECSU, his offense stood out as one of the most prolific in all of NCAA Division II. Under his guidance the Vikings had 4 CIAA Title game appearances, 2 NCAA Playoff appearances, and 2 Pioneer bowl 

appearances. ECSU was crowned the 2012 Pioneer Bowl Champions with a 28-13 victory over SIAC power Tuskegee University in Columbus, Georgia. 

 

During an eight-year span at ECSU (2006-2014), the Vikings were a whopping 48-15 in conference play and averaged over 30 points per game in CIAA contests. From 2010-2015 the Vikings were one of two teams to average 

over 30 points and over 400 yards per game. 

 

The 2011 season was historic for ECSU as the Vikings were one of ten teams nationally who rushed for 36 touchdowns or more on the season. The Vikings potent rushing attack was led by tailback Daront’e McNeill who was 

named the 2011 CIAA Player of the Year 

 

The previous year, Parker’s offense finished first in sacks against, second in pass completion percentage, total offense, and rushing offense. The "multiple-attack" offense averaged 194 YPG rushing on the way to setting the 

school record. The Viking's offense again took up more space in the record books when in his senior season McNeill, finished seventh in the nation in rushing becoming ECSU's single season rushing leader with 1321 yards. 

That year, three ECSU runners averaged more than five yards per carry and a total of six offensive players received post-season honors. 

 

In 2009, the Vikings tied for first in the CIAA Eastern Division. The offense finished 15th in the nation in scoring offense averaging 35 PPG. ECSU rushed for nearly 30 TD's which was amongst the highest in the Conference. Six 

members of the Viking's offense received post-season honors. 

 

In 2008, ECSU won the CIAA Eastern Division title averaging 32 PPG. Senior quarterback Curtis Rich led the conference in all passing categories on his way to being named 2008 Offensive Player of the Year. Wide receiver 

Dexter Manley led the conference in all major receiving categories and was also listed in the top 5 nationally. In 2007, the Vikings had a 2nd place finish in the CIAA Eastern Division. 

 

The Vikings’ breakout season came in 2006 where ECSU’s offense finished second in scoring and in total offense in route to the CIAA championship game. Additionally, the Viking offense had a record-breaking year which saw 5 

offensive players being recognized as First Team All-Conference. By the end of the season Parker had taken an offensive line that featured 3 new starters and propelled it into one of the top units in the country. That offensive 

line featured All-American Ronnie McClary who blocked for the league's top reception leader Marvin Jackson, and the CIAA’s top scorer Chris Carter. Both Jackson and Carter ranked in the top for All-Receiving Categories. 

 

Parker received his M.S. degree in Sport Leadership/Athletic Administration from Virginia Commonwealth University, and his B.S. degree in Mass Communication/Journalism from Virginia Union University. He obtained his 

Doctorate in Education/Sport Management from Northcentral University in 2017. Parker is also the author of the book “Stronger than Pride”. 

 

Parker and his wife LaToya reside in Richmond. He is the proud father of a son Alan and daughter Lani.  

 

HEAD COACH DR. ALVIN PARKER 

HEAD COACHING CAREER 

Year Overall CIAA 

2022 9-2 7-1 

2021 6-4 5-2 

2019 7-3 5-2 

2018 8-2 6-1 

Total 30-11 23-6 



 

VUU ASSISTANT FOOTBALL COACHES 

Edward Pointer 

Assistant Head Coach 

Defensive Coordinator 

Diego Ryland 

Associate Head Coach 

Special Teams Coordinator 

Monterio Hand 

Wide Receivers 

Strength & Conditioning 

Luke Bengtson 

Offensive Coordinator 

Quarterbacks 

Quinn Brown 

Offensive Line 

Run Game Coordinator 

Solomon Brown 

Defensive Line 

Defensive Run Game Coordinator 

Nico Rogers 

Secondary Coach 

Recruiting Coordinator 

Anthony Prevost 

Specialist 

Justin Smith 

Tight Ends 

Evan Jones 

Cornerbacks 



 

PRE-SEASON ALL-CIAA SELECTIONS 

Jada Byers 

Junior 

Running Back 

Justin Meade 

Redshirt Senior 

Offensive Line 

Kalen Carver 

Redshirt Junior 

Tight End 

Armonii Burden 

Redshirt Senior 

Defensive End 

Isaac Anderson 

Redshirt Junior 

Defensive Line 

Brady Myers 

Sophomore 

Kicker/Punter 

Shamar Graham 

Redshirt Sophomore 

Linebacker 

Larry Hackey 

Junior 

Kick Returner 





Three Virginia Union University football players have 

been named Pre-Season All-Americans by Lindy's 

College Football Magazine, it was announced on 

June 6. 

 

VUU's Jada Byers was named First-Team All-

American while Armonii Burden and Justin 

Meade were named Second-Team All-American. 

 

Byers, who will be a junior in 2023, was named 

Male Athlete of the Year at the RVA Sports while 

rushing for a CIAA-record 1,920 yards in 

2022.  Byers, who is from Hammonton, N.J. and is 

majoring in Social Work, was also Virginia Union's 

first Harlon Hill Award Finalist, which is awarded to 

the top football player in Division II of the NCAA.   

 

Byers was also named the Don Hansen Division II College Football Player of the Year, First Team All-

American by Don Hansen, First Team All-American by the American Football Coaches Association, 

First Team All-CIAA and the CIAA Player of the Year. 

 

Burden will be a redshirt senior in 2023, and is a 6-1, 229 lb., defensive end from Williamsburg, Va., 

and is majoring in Marketing.  He was All-CIAA First Team in 2022 while collecting 32 tackles for the 

Panthers last season. 

 

Meade, who will be a redshirt senior in 2023, is a 6-2, 280 lb., offensive lineman from J.R. Tucker 

High School in Richmond, Va., was also First-Team All-CIAA in 2022.  He was a mainstay on a Panther 

offensive line which led the CIAA with 2,435 rushing yards last year. 

 

"All three of the guys are big time players who have made major contributions to our program," said 

VUU Head Football Coach Dr. Alvin Parker.  "I am extremely happy for the individual recognition that 

each has received. It speaks volumes about the quality of student-athletes that are put on the field 

here at Virginia Union.  These guys are leaders both on and off the field."  

 

TRIO OF PANTHERS EARN LINDY’S PRE-SEASON ALL-AMERICAN STATUS 

https://vuusports.com/sports/football/roster/jada-byers/3961
https://vuusports.com/sports/football/roster/armonii-burden/3960
https://vuusports.com/sports/football/roster/justin-meade/3995
https://vuusports.com/sports/football/roster/justin-meade/3995
https://vuusports.com/sports/football/roster/coaches/alvin-parker/620


Virginia Union University's football team has been ranked 
14th in the nation among NCAA Division II teams by Lindy's 
College Football Magazine, it was revealed on Tuesday, May 
30. 
 
The Panthers finished 9-2 and were ranked as high as 10th in 
the nation last season. 
 
"This is huge for the program," said VUU Head Football 
Coach Dr. Alvin Parker.  "Anytime you can get national 
recognition for the body of work that your program has 
done, it speaks volumes about the way that you're head-
ed.  We want to thank the people at Lindy's and everybody 
who contributed to that in recognizing our program.  It's 
hard work, but we have a great group of kids here that do 
everything that I ask of them.  We have a hardworking staff, 
and to see that published will allow other people see that as 
well.  It makes me feel good about what we have going on 
here." 

 
 

LINDY'S PRE-SEASON TOP 25 

1. Ferris State 
2. Grand Valley State 
3. Colorado School of Mines 
4. Pittsburg State 
5. Northwest Missouri State 
6. Angelo State 
7. Minnesota State 
8. Bemidji State 
9. Ouachita Baptist 
10. Ashland 
11. Indiana (Pa.) 
12. Harding 
13. West Florida 
14. Virginia Union 
15. Slippery Rock 
16. Lenoir-Rhyne 
17. Emporia State 
18. Benedict 
19. Shepherd 
20. Delta State 
21. Assumption 
22. Limestone 
23. Winona State 
24. UIndy 

25. Wingate 

 

VUU FOOTBALL RANKED #14 BY LINDY’S COLLEGE FOOTBALL MAGAZINE 

https://vuusports.com/sports/football/roster/coaches/alvin-parker/620


 

VUU FOOTBALL  IN THE POLLS 



 











VIRGINIA UNION UNIVERSITY 

2022 SCORING DRIVES 

GAME TIME QUARTER RESULT PLAYS YDS TIME ELAPSED 

VIRGINIA LYNCHBURG 7:41 1ST 3 YD. RUSH (ALLEN) 11 72 5:03 

VIRGINIA LYNCHBURG 2:56 1ST 21 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 2 72 0:31 

VIRGINIA LYNCHBURG 6:47 2ND 17 YD. PASS (GRANT TO JILES) 5 48 1:51 

VIRGINIG LYNCHBURG 0:24 2ND 27 YD. PASS (GRANT TO BYERS) 8 80 3:20 

VIRGINIA LYNCHBURG 11:05 3RD 36 YD. PASS (GRANT TO JILES) 4 48 1:40 

VIRGINIA LYNCHBURG 1:10 3RD 62 YD. PASS (GRANT TO SIDIBE) 1 72 0:38 

VIRGINIA LYNCHBURG 14:20 4TH 5 YD. PASS (REID TO KEY) 6 22 1:32 

VIRGINIA LYNCHBURG 10:31 4TH 2 YD. RUSH (ALLEN) 4 15 1:26  

VALDOSTA STATE 13:20 2ND 6 YD. PASS (GRANT TO BYERS) 10 75 4:44 

VALDOSTA STATE 1:26 2ND 10 YD. RUSH (ALLEN) 7 75 3:53 

VALDOSTA STATE 0:29 2ND 39 YD. FIELD GOAL (MYERS) 5 11 0:51 

VALDOSTA STATE 4:28 3RD 22 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 4 35 1:46 

VALDOSTA STATE 14:51 4TH 52 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 2 56 0:49 

VALDOSTA STATE 12:28 4TH 50 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 1 50 0:12 

LIVINGSTONE 11:30 1ST 2 YD. RUSH (ALLEN) 8 65 3:30 

LIVINGSTONE 7:20 1ST 5 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 4 45 2:05 

LIVINGSTONE 14:29 3RD 1 YD. RUSH (ALLEN) 1 1 0:04 

LIVINGSTONE 5:40 3RD 11 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 11 71 4:18 

LIVINGSTONE 4:35 4TH 13 YD. RUSH (GRANT) 9 60 4:06 

FAYETTEVILLE STATE 4:34 1ST 7 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 4 18 1:11 

FAYETTEVILLE STATE 0:16 1ST 27 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 6 67 2:56 

FAYETTEVILLE STATE 13:56 4TH 44 YD. FIELD GOAL (MYERS) 6 13 1:40 

FAYETTEVILLE STATE 7:28 4TH 1 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 4 89 1:32 

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S 2:31 1ST 13 YD. PASS (GRANT TO HACKEY) 5 26 2:02 

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S 12:46 2ND 43 YD. PASS (GRANT TO JACKSON) 2 37 0:54 

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S 9:02 2ND 37 YD. PASS (GRANT TO JILES) 4 49 1:28 

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S 2:06 2ND 6 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 7 66 2:49 

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S 10:14 3RD 2 YD. RUSH (ALLEN) 9 52 4:38 

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S  8:36 3RD 54 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 1 54 0:11 

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S 5:05 3RD 18 YD. PASS (GRANT TO JACKSON) 4 57 1:56 

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S 13:43 4TH 11 YD. RUSH (R. JACKSON) 4 63 2:03 

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S 6:24 4TH 8 YD. PASS (REID TO KEY) 14 63 6:19 

SAINT AUGUSTINE’S 2:05 4TH 30 YD. PASS (REID TO JOHNSON) 4 45 1:59 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 7:22 1ST 1 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 8 70 4:01 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 12:42` 2ND 13 YD. RUSH (ALLEN) 12 67 5:37 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 10:00 2ND 6 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 4 23 1:37 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 5:48 2ND 38 YD. PASS (GRANT TO JACKSON) 4 60 2:00 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 10:31 3RD 4 YD. PASS (GRANT TO JILES) 7  53 3:31 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 8:07 4TH 1 YD. RUSH (R. JACKSON) 8 79 3:58 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 4:47 4TH 11 YD. PASS (REID TO REED) 1 11 0:06 

CHOWAN 10:24 1ST 2 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 10 88 4:36 

CHOWAN 5:40 1ST 21 YD. FG (SOUZA) 9 65 4:28 

CHOWAN 12:18 2ND 2 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 7 90 3:30 

CHOWAN 4:50 2ND 98 YD. RUSH (MCKAY) 2 95 1:01 

CHOWAN 6:56 3RD 9 YD. RUSH (CALDWELL) 6 80 4:41 

CHOWAN 14:12 4TH 14 YD. PASS (CALDWELL TO CARVER) 9 80 4:41 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 9:29 1ST 14 YD. PASS (MORRIS TO REAVIS) 9 65 5:26 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 0:05 1ST 3 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 11 60 4:30 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 14:37 2ND 74 YD. PASS (MORRIW TO HALL) 1 74 0:11 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 6:54 2ND 1 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 11 75 6:40 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 0:59 2ND 7 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 8  46 3:59 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 6:52 3RD 39 YD. FG (SOUZA) 5 18 1:20 

ELIZABETH CITY STATE 9:57 4TH 18 YD. PASS (MORRIS TO CARVER) 1 18 0:16 

BOWIE STATE 4:38 1ST 20 YD. FIELD (MYERS) 7 54 2:38 

BOWIE STATE 9:29 3RD 23 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 5 48 2:07 

BOWIE STATE 4:20 3RD 11 YD. PASS (GRANT TO JILES) 7 52 3:05 

BOWIE STATE 6:04 4TH 6 YD. RUSH (GRANT) 5 50 2:08 

BOWIE STATE 0:00 OT 42 YD. FIELD (MYERS) 4 0 0:00 

LINCOLN 2:58 1ST 20 YD. FIELD GOAL 12 70 5:24 

LINCOLN 8:59 2ND 29 YD. PASS (GRANT TO HACKEY) 3 39 1:37 

LINCOLN 0:16 2ND 3 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 14 82 6:03 

LINCOLN 9:47 3RD 26 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 3 67 0:49 

LINCOLN 13:14 4TH 3 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 17 63 7:26 

LINCOLN 11:02 4TH 6 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 4 43 1:33 

LINCOLN 3:52 4TH 1 YD. RUSH (ALLEN) 10 76 5:22 

CHOWAN 12:10 1ST 22 YD. PASS (GRANT TO SIDIBE) 6 68 2:50 

CHOWAN 0:33 4TH 34 YD. PASS (GRANT TO JILES) 4 40 0:31 

VIRGINIA STATE 3:38 1ST 3 YD. RUSH (GRANT) 12 91 5:29 

VIRGINIA STATE 14:25 2ND 18 YD. PASS (GRANT TO JILES) 5 81 0:57 

VIRGINIA STATE 6:48 2ND 23 YD. FIELD GOAL (MYERS) 8 69 3:43 

VIRGINIA STATE 0:50 2ND 1 YD. RUSH (BYERS) 6 40 1:52 

VIRGINIA STATE 7:37 3RD 49 YD. PASS (GRANT TO JILES) 1 49 0:09 

VIRGINIA STATE 4:44 4TH 30 YD. FIELD GOAL (MYERS) 10 47 5:49 

WINGATE 6:58 3RD 48 YD. PASS (GRANT TO JILES) 1 48 0:10 



Most Wins 

Season ............................................................................... 11 (1981) 

Most Consecutive Wins 

Season .......................................................... 10 (9/12/81-11/21/81) 

 ....................................................................... 10 (10/6/73-9/28/74) 

Most Conference Wins 

CIAA ................................................................................... 10 (1979) 

Most Consecutive Conference Wins 

Season .......................................................... 13 (11/11/72-9/28/74) 

 ....................................................................... 13 (11/1/80-11/1/81) 

Most Consecutive Losses 

Season ................................................................ 9 (9/28/96-9/6/97) 

Most Consecutive Conference Losses 

Season ............................................................ 11 (9/23/49-10/7/50) 

Largest Winning Margin 

Game ......................................................... 91 vs. Saint Paul’s (1916) 

Largest Losing Margin 

Game ............................................................ 74 vs. Hampton (1912) 

LONGEST PLAYS 

Rush ........................................ 98, Fred Cooper vs. N.C. A&T (1940) 

 ............................................. 98, Rodney McKay vs. Chowan (2021) 

Pass ....... 99, L. Little to M. Hampton vs. West Va. Wesleyan (2006) 

Punt Return............ 100, Anthony Leonard vs. Virginia State (1973) 

Field Goal ................................. 55, Troy Krepich vs. Chowan (2014) 

Kick Return.............. 97, Michael Dolby vs. Fayetteville State (2005) 

Interception Return ...... 101, James Porter vs. Norfolk State (1973) 

RUSHING 

Most Attempts 

Game ............................................ 72 vs. Elizabeth City State (1983) 

Season ............................................................................. 559 (1986) 

Most Net Yards 

Game .................................................... 490 vs. Virginia State (2009) 

Season .......................................................................... 2,601 (2000) 

Highest Average Per Rush 

Game ...................................................... 14.4 vs. Livingstone (1978) 

Most Touchdowns 

Game .......................................................... 9 vs. Lincoln (PA) (2018) 

Season ............................................................................... 39 (1980) 

PASSING 

Most Attempts 

Game .............................................................. 70 vs. Chowan (2016) 

Season ............................................................................. 386 (1991) 

Most Net Yards 

Game .......................................................... 455 vs. Tuskegee (2007) 

Season .......................................................................... 2,908 (1991) 

Highest Completion Rate 

Game .............................................................................. 81.0 (1990) 

Most Touchdown Passes 

Game ........................................................... 6 vs. Livingstone (2018) 

 ........................................................................ 6 vs. Tuskegee (2007) 

 ................................................................. 6 vs. Morgan State (1991) 

Season ............................................................................... 28 (2007) 

TOTAL OFFENSE 

Most Points ...............................................91 vs. Saint Paul’s (2016) 

Season ............................................................................. 452 (2018) 

Most Plays 

Game ................................................................. 97 vs. Norfolk State 

Most Net Yards 

Game .................................................... 623 vs. Norfolk State (1992) 

Season .......................................................................... 6,282 (1991) 

PUNTING 

Most Punts ..................................................... 14 vs. Chowan (2016) 

Season ............................................................................... 72 (2004) 

Best Average 

Game ............................................ 52.0 vs. Johnson C. Smith (2011) 

Season ............................................................................ 40.8 (1997) 

RETURNS 

Most Punt Returns 

Game ....................................................... 9 vs. Virginia State (1991) 

Season ............................................................................... 45 (1991) 

Most Kickoff Returns 

Game ........................................................ 13 vs. New Haven (1992) 

Season ............................................................................... 57 (2010) 

Most Interception Returns 

Game ........................................................... 6 vs. Livingstone (1974) 

Season ............................................................................... 27 (1986) 

Most Sacks 

Game ..................................... 11 vs. West Virginia Wesleyan (2006) 

Season ............................................................................... 93 (2000) 



Rushing ........................................................................... VUU ...................................................... Opponent 

Had 400 or more yards ....................................................... 494, Lincoln 2018 ................................... Not Available 

Had 300-399 yards .............................................................. 324, Livingstone 2022 ............................ 369, Hampton, 2021 

Had 200-299 yards .............................................................. 248, Lincoln 2022 ................................... 202, Valdosta State, 2022 

Had 100-199 yards .............................................................. 181, Virginia State, 2022 ........................ 119, Wingate, 2022 

Had 51-100 yards ................................................................ 95, Wingate 2022 ................................... 88, Virginia State, 2022 

Had 11-50 yards .................................................................. 41, Lincoln 2021 ..................................... 18, Elizabeth City State, 2022 

Had fewer than 10 yards ..................................................... 3, Shaw, 2014 ......................................... -21, Livingstone, 2022 

Had 70 or more rush attempts ........................................... 72, Elizabeth City State, 1983 ................ Not Available 

Had 60-69 rush attempts .................................................... 62, Lincoln, 2013 .................................... 69, Charleston, 2014 

Had 50-59 rush attempts .................................................... 56, Lincoln 2022 ..................................... 51, Bowie State, 2021 

Had 7 or more rushing touchdowns ................................... 9, Lincoln, 2018 ...................................... Not Available 

Had 6 rushing touchdowns ................................................. 9, Lincoln, 2018 ...................................... 6, Elizabeth City State, 2011 

Had 5 rushing touchdowns ................................................. 5, Lincoln 2022 ....................................... 5, Valdosta State, 2021 

Had 4 rushing touchdowns ................................................. 5, Lincoln 2022 ....................................... 5, Valdosta State, 2021 

Passing ............................................................................ VUU ...................................................... Opponent 

Had 400 or more yards ....................................................... 455, Tuskegee, 2007 .............................. 451, Chowan, 2016 

Had 300-399 yards .............................................................. 303, Saint Augustine’s 2022 ................... 309, Elizabeth City State, 2021 

Had 200-299 yards .............................................................. 248, Lincoln, 2022 .................................. 202, Valdosta State, 2022 

Had fewer than 75 yards ..................................................... 43, Bowie State, 2018 ............................ 70, Bowie State, 2022 

Had 50 or more pass attempts ........................................... 70, Chowan, 2016 .................................. 58, Valdosta State, 2022 

Had 40-49 pass attempts .................................................... 47, Virginia State, 2017 .......................... 44, Bowie State, 2022 

Had 30-39 pass attempts .................................................... 39. Lincoln, 2021 .................................... 33, Virginia State, 2022 

Had 20 or fewer pass attempts ........................................... 19, Chowan, 2021 .................................. 17, Bowie State, 2021 

Had 30 or more pass completions ...................................... 31, Chowan, 2016 .................................. 30, Bowie State, 2022 

Had 20-29 pass completions ............................................... 20, Johnson C. Smith, 2021 .................... 20, Virginia State, 2022 

Had fewer than 10 pass completions ................................. 8, Fayetteville State, 2022 ...................... 7, Lincoln, 2021 

Had 6 or more passing touchdowns ................................... 6, Saint Augustine’s 2022 ....................... 7, Winston-Salem State, 2013 

Had 5 passing touchdowns ................................................. 5, Johnson C. Smith, 2021 ...................... 5, Bowie State, 2019 

Had 4 passing touchdowns ................................................. 4, Livingstone, 2019 ............................... 4, Elizabeth City State, 2019 

Had 3 passing touchdowns ................................................. 3, Saint Augustine’s, 2022 ...................... 3, Valdosta State, 2022 

Had zero passing touchdowns ............................................ 0, Wingate, 2022 .................................... 0, Virginia State, 2022 

Had 7 passes intercepted .................................................... Not Applicable ........................................ 7, Fayetteville State, 2005 

Had 6 passes intercepted .................................................... 6, Livingstone, 1974 ............................... 6, Grambling State, 1992 

Had 5 passes intercepted .................................................... 5, Chowan, 2012 .................................... 5, Chowan, 2011 

Had 4 passes intercepted .................................................... 4, Virginia State, 2014 ............................ 4, Bowie State, 2015 

Had 3 passes intercepted .................................................... 3, Bowie State, 2019 .............................. 3, Virginia State, 2022 

Did not throw an interception ............................................ 0, Virginia State, 2022 ............................ 0, Wingate, 2022 

Scoring ............................................................................ VUU ...................................................... Opponent 

Scored 80 or more points ................................................... 90, Lincoln, 2018 .................................... 80, New Haven, 1992 

Scored 70-79 points ............................................................ 77, Virginia Lynchburg, 2022 .................. 71, New Haven, 1993 

Scored 60-69 points ............................................................ 69, Saint Augustine’s, 2022 .................... 67, Winston-Salem State, 2011 

Scored 50-59 points ............................................................ 53, Elizabeth City State, 2018 ................ 51, Valdosta State, 2021 

Scored 40-49 points ............................................................ 45, Lincoln, 2022 .................................... 40, Valdosta State, 2022 

Scored 30-39 points ............................................................ 33, Virginia State, 2022 .......................... 32, Wingate, 2022 

Scored 0 points ................................................................... 0, Winston-Salem State, 2005 ................ 0, Elizabeth City State, 2022 

Won by 45 points or more .................................................. 49, Elizabeth City State, 2022 ................ 59, Bethune-Cookman, 2013 



Defense ........................................................................... VUU 

Recorded 10 or more sacks................................................. 11, West Virginia Wesleyan, 2006 

Recorded 9 sacks ................................................................ 9, Lincoln, 2021 

Recorded 8 sacks ................................................................ 8, Virginia Lynchburg, 2022 

Recorded 7 sacks ................................................................ 7, Livingstone, 2022 

Recorded 6 sacks ................................................................ 7, Livingstone, 2022 

Recorded 5 sacks ................................................................ 5, Bowie State, 2022 

Special Teams ................................................................. VUU 

Returned a punt for a TD .................................................... Livingstone, 2022 

Returned a blocked punt for a TD ....................................... Livingstone, 2022 

Blocked a punt for a safety ................................................. Elizabeth City State, 2018 

Returned a kickoff for a TD ................................................. Virginia Lynchburg, 2022 

Blocked a punt .................................................................... Livingstone, 2022 

Punted 10 or more times .................................................... 10, Bowie State, 2014 

Blocked a field goal ............................................................. Virginia Lynchburg, 2022 

Blocked a PAT ..................................................................... Chowan, 2022 

Make 5 or more field goals ................................................. 5, Saint Augustine’s, 2003 

Make 4 field goals ............................................................... 5, Saint Augustine’s, 2003 

INDIVIDUAL 

Rushing ........................................................................... VUU 

Rushed 30 or more times .................................................... 40, Jada Byers vs. Lincoln, Oct. 22, 2022 

Rushed for 300 or more yards ............................................ 318, Jada Byers vs. Valdosta State, Sept. 10, 2022 

Rushed for 200-299 yards ................................................... 277, Jada Byers vs. Bowie State, Oct. 15, 2022 

Rushed for 150-199 yards ................................................... 187, Jada Byers vs. Lincoln, Oct. 22, 2022 

Had 4 or more rushing TDs ................................................. 4, Jada Byers vs. Lincoln, Oct. 22, 2022 

Had 3 rushing TDs ............................................................... 4, Jada Byers vs. Lincoln, Oct. 22, 2022 

Had a run of 80 or more yards ............................................ 98, Rodney McKay vs. Chowan, Oct. 16, 2021 

Had a run of 70-79 yards .................................................... 79, Hakeem Holland vs. Chowan, Oct. 17, 2015 

Had 2 or more players with 100+ rushing yards ................. Jada Byers (213) and Rodney McKay (127) vs. Chowan, Oct. 16, 2021 

Passing ............................................................................ VUU 

Passed for 400 or more yards ............................................. 455, Lamar Little vs. Tuskegee, Dec. 1, 2007 

Passed for 300-399 yards .................................................... 301, Jahkari Grant vs. Virginia Lynchburg, Sept. 1, 2022 

Attempted 45 or more passes ............................................ 45, Darius Taylor vs. Virginia State, Nov. 4, 2017 

Completed 30 or more passes ............................................ 31, Shawheem Dowdy vs. Chowan, Oct. 15, 2016 

Throw 5 or more touchdown passes .................................. 5, Khalid Morris vs. Johnson C. Smith, Sept. 25, 2021 

Throw 4 or more touchdown passes .................................. 4, Jahkari Grant vs. Saint Augustine’s, Oct. 1, 2022 

Throw 4 interceptions ......................................................... 4, Dane James vs. Elizabeth City State, Nov. 1, 2014 

Completed a pass of 75 or more yards ............................... 77, Khalid Morris vs. Johnson C. Smith,  Sept. 25, 2021 

Receiving ........................................................................ VUU 

Caught 10 or more passes .................................................. 10, Jesse Yorke vs. Chowan, Oct. 15, 2016 

Had 200 or more receiving yards ........................................ 215, Joseph Jean-Pierre vs. Fayetteville State, Nov. 6, 2010 

Caught 3 touchdowns ......................................................... 3, Charles Hall vs. Hampton, Sept. 7, 2019 

 



Defense ........................................................................... VUU 

Intercepted 3 or more passes ............................................. 3, Andre Kates vs. Lincoln, Oct. 6, 2012 

Intercepted 2 passes ........................................................... 2, Marquis Hamilton vs. Virginia Lynchburg, Sept. 18, 2021 

Recovered 2 or more fumbles ............................................ 2, Tovias Parker vs. Johnson C. Smith, Sept. 21, 2019 

Forced 2 or more fumbles .................................................. 2, Xzavier Hines vs. Elizabeth City State, Nov. 2, 2019 

Recorded 4 or more sacks................................................... 4, Jason Boyce vs. Saint Paul’s, Oct. 23, 2009 

Recorded 3 sacks ................................................................ 3, Donovan Stephenson vs. Elizabeth City State, Oct. 28, 2017 

Recorded 15 or more tackles .............................................. 16, Damontay Rhem vs. Virginia State, Nov. 5, 2022 

Returned an interception for a touchdown ........................ William Davis vs. Fayetteville State, Sept. 24, 2022 

Returned a fumble for a touchdown .................................. Bryan Epps vs. Virginia State, Nov. 9, 2019 

Special Teams ................................................................. VUU 

Scored 13 or more points kicking ....................................... 13, Jefferson Souza vs. Elizabeth City State, Oct. 29, 2021 

Made 4 or more field goals ................................................. 5, Tony Oby vs. Saint Augustine’s, Oct. 4, 2003 

Had a punt of 70 or more yards .......................................... 73, Marvin Holmes vs. Bowie State, Oct. 15, 2022 

Had a punt of 60-69 yards .................................................. 65, Marvin Holmes vs. Chowan, Oct. 29, 2022 

Punted 9 or more times ...................................................... 9, Russell Ballance vs. Bowie State, Oct. 21, 2017 

Had 100 or more kick return yards ..................................... 147, Jaiden Reavis vs. Johnson C. Smith, Sept. 21, 2019 

Had a kickoff return for a TD ............................................... Larry Hackey vs. Virginia Lynchburg, Sept. 1, 2022 

Had 100 or more punt return yards .................................... 110, Denzel Duchenne vs. Fayetteville State, Sept. 15, 2012 

Had a punt return for a TD .................................................. Shamar Graham vs. Livingstone, Sept. 17, 2022 

Blocked a punt .................................................................... RJ Rountree vs. Virginia Lynchburg, Sept. 1, 2022 

Blocked a field goal ............................................................. John Jiles vs. Virginia Lynchburg, Sept. 1, 2022 

Block a PAT.......................................................................... Ronnie Monroe vs. Virginia State, Nov. 6, 2021 

Returned a defensive PAT ................................................... Ronnie Monroe vs. Virginia State, Nov. 6, 2021 

Miscellaneous ................................................................. VUU ...................................................... Opponent 

Last Shutout ........................................................................ 49-0, Elizabeth City State, Oct. 8, 2022 .. 31-0, Winston-Salem State, Sept. 24, 2005 

Last Home Shutout ............................................................. 49-0, Elizabeth City State, Oct. 8, 2022 .. 31-0, Winston-Salem State, Sept. 24, 2005 

Last Road Shutout ............................................................... 62-0, Lincoln, Oct. 12, 2019 ................... 21-0, Winston-Salem State, Sept. 26, 1998 

Last Overtime Win .............................................................. 27-24, Bowie State, Oct. 15, 2022.......... 27-24, Virginia State, Nov. 9, 2019 

Last Overtime Home Win .................................................... 34-28, Seton Hill, Sept. 1, 2018 .............. 27-24, Virginia State, Nov. 9, 2019 

Last Overtime Road Win ..................................................... 27-24, Bowie State, Oct. 15, 2022.......... 20-17, Bowie State, Oct. 25, 2014 



In the Spring of 1907, Dr. George Rice Hovey (VUU’s 2
nd

 President) purchased 11 acres of land east 
of Lombardy Street for athletic fields. A former athlete himself, Dr. Hovey laid the foundations for 
VUU’s Athletic Program. 

He purchased, for $8,483.55, an 11-acre tract of land on the opposite side of Lombardy Street from the 
main campus. Part of this was transformed into the main athletic field. Because of Dr. Hovey’s interest 
in and commitment to athletics, the land purchased in 1907 eventually became known as Hovey 
Field.   

The first football game that was ever played on Hovey Field took place in October 30, 1909 between 
Virginia Union University and Virginia State University. The two teams battled to a scoreless tie.  

Originally existing simply as a field with a fence surrounding it, bleachers were installed in the 
1920’s. Eventually lights were installed, and the first night game took place during the 1949 season.  

A new $1.2 million FieldTurf surface was installed in the spring of 2020 and the stadium took on a new 
name:  Willie Lanier Field at Hovey Stadium. 

A $300,000 video board and sound system was added to the stadium prior to the 2021 football season. 

Over the years, Hovey Field has seen VUU evolve into a perennial football power. The Panthers have 
captured 2 National Championships, 10 CIAA Championships and have participated in the NCAA post-
season playoffs on 7 occasions. In addition, the Panthers have finished the regular season undefeated 
six times in their history.    


