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UNIVERSITY QUICK FACTS
LOCATION: Valdosta, GA

FOUNDED: 1906
PRESIDENT: Dr. Richard Carvajal

TOTAL ENROLLMENT: 11,438

ATHLETICS QUICK FACTS
NICKNAME: Blazers

COLORS: Red and Black
MASCOT: Blaze

CONFERENCE: Gulf South Conference
NATIONAL AFFILIATION: NCAA Division II

THIS IS TITLETOWNTHIS IS TITLETOWN

Valdosta State University is home to eight Valdosta State University is home to eight 
National Championship titles, including four in National Championship titles, including four in 
football (2004, 2007, 2012, 2018), two in men’s football (2004, 2007, 2012, 2018), two in men’s 
tennis (2006, 2011), one in softball (2012) and tennis (2006, 2011), one in softball (2012) and 
one in baseball (1979).one in baseball (1979).
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Herb Reinhard.......................................................... (229) 333-5462
Director of Athletics
hreinhar@valdosta.edu

Jennifer Grubbs........................................................ (229) 333-5901
Senior Woman Administrator
jshead@valdosta.edu

Mason Barfield......................................................... (229) 293-6069
Compliance/Academic Services
hmbarfield@valdosta.edu

Kit Strief.................................................................... (229) 333-5903
Assistant Athletic Director for Communications
kstrief@valdosta.edu

David Kuhlmeier...................................................... (229) 245-3823
Faculty Athletic Representative
dbkuhlmeier@valdosta.edu

Debbie  Wisenbaker................................................. (229) 333-5462
Administrative Coordinator
dbwisenb@valdosta.edu

TBA.....................................................................................................
Assistant Athletic Director for Development

Vaconna Hardin......................................... (229) 333-7328 (SEAT)
Director of Ticketing and Game Operations
vmhardin@valdosta.edu / tickets@valdosta.edu

Bobby Tucker............................................................ (229) 219-1279
Eligibility Coordinator
ctucker@valdosta.edu

Jay Johnson............................................................... (229) 333-5897
Head Athletic Trainer

Claire Guilliams....................................................... (229) 259-5565
Assistant Athletic Trainer (Softball)

Gracie Thurson......................................................... (229) 333-5897
Assistant Athletic Trainer (Men’s Basketball, Cheer & Dance)

Hayley Widman....................................................... (229) 333- 5477
Assistant Athletic Trainer (Women’s Basketball, M&W XC)

Athletic Training Room.......................................... (229) 333-5897
Football/Soccer
Athletic Field House

Athletic Training Room.......................................... (229) 333-5477
Basketball/Volleyball
The Complex

Athletic Training Room.......................................... (229) 259-5565
Baseball
Baseball Field House

CONTACT INFORMATIONCONTACT INFORMATION
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CONTACT INFORMATIONCONTACT INFORMATION

BaseballBaseball
Greg Guilliams......................................................... (229) 259-5563
Head Baseball Coach
gaguilliams@valdosta.edu

Angelo Nicolosi........................................................ (229) 259-5562
Assistant Baseball Coach
agnicolosi@valdosta.edu

Casey Guilliams....................................................... (229) 259-5564
Assistant Baseball Coach
cmguilliams@valdosta.edu

MeMen’s Basketballn’s Basketball
Mike Helfer............................................................... (229) 333-5893
Head Men’s Basketball Coach
mrhelfer@valdosta.edu

 Nate Nowicki........................................................... (229) 333-5904
Assistant Men’s  Basketball Coach
njnowcki@valdosta.edu

WoWomen’s Basketballmen’s Basketball
Deandra Schirmer................................................... (229) 333-5892
Head Women’s Basketball Coach
dschirmer@valdosta.edu

Alexis Uffmann........................................................ (229) 253-4565
Assistant Women’s Basketball Coach
auffmann@valdosta.edu

CCross Countryross Country
Todd Smoot.............................................................. (229) 333-5378
Head Cross Country Coach
tlsmoot@valdosta.edu

FFootballootball
Tremaine Jackson..................................................... (229) 333-5847
Head Football Coach
tremajackson@valdosta.edu

Trent Earley.............................................................. (229) 333-5970
Assistand Head Coach/Defensive Line
tearley@valdosta.edu

Brandon Anderson.................................................. (229) 333-5970
Defensive Coordinator
branderson@valdosta.edu

Rick Bowie................................................................ (229) 333-5970
Offensive Coordinator / Quarterbacks
rbowie@valdosta.edu

FoFootball (continued)otball (continued)
Taylor Richards........................................................ (229) 333-5970
Defensive Backs
taylrichards@valdosta.edu

Mike Barela............................................................... (229) 333-5970
Offensive Line
mbarela@valdosta.edu

Brandon Johnson-Farrell........................................ (229) 333-5970
Wide Receivers
bjohnsonfarrell@valdosta.edu

Angie Colbert........................................................... (229) 333-5970
Administrative Assistant
football@valdosta.edu

MMen’s Golfen’s Golf
Jared Purvis.............................................................. (229) 333-5377
Head Golf Coach
jpurvis@valdosta.edu

WoWomen’s Soccermen’s Soccer
Stephen Andrew....................................................... (229) 219-3290
Head Women’s Soccer Coach
sandrew@valdosta.edu

SoSoftballftball
Thomas Macera........................................................ (229) 333-7405
Head Softball Coach
tjmacera@valdosta.edu

TeTennisnnis
John Hansen............................................................. (229) 333-5902
Head Tennis Coach
jhansen@valdosta.edu

VoVolleyballlleyball
Kaleigh Zoucha........................................................ (229) 333-5894
Head Volleyball Coach
kzoucha@valdosta.edu

ReRed Hots Dance Teamd Hots Dance Team
Kelli Fields................................................................ (229) 460-1825
Red Hots Head Coach
kmhollan@valdosta.edu

CheerleadingCheerleading
Desiree Hagan.......................................................... (229) 560-4030
Head Cheerleading Coach
dhagan@valdosta.edu
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MEDIA INFORMATIONMEDIA INFORMATION

TO THE WORKING MEDIATO THE WORKING MEDIA

PRESS BOXES/PRESS ROW: Cleveland Field and Bazemore-Hyder Stadium, the 
football home of the Valdosta State Blazers, is topped on both sides by press boxes 
built to accommodate event personnel. The booth on the south (home) side will 
house game operations, media, sports information, home coaches, home radio, 
and filmers for both teams. The booth on the north (visitor) side houses visiting 
coaches, visiting radio, film crews for coaches’ shows and television stations.
     The Complex, which serves as the home for VSU basketball and volleyball, has 
seating for all visiting media along its press row/scorer’s table area. Phone lines and 
electricity are available, as is wireless internet access.
     Billy Grant Field, home of Blazer baseball, and the VSU Softball Complex each 
feature press box areas immediately behind home plate. Each area is equipped with 
phone lines and wireless internet access.
     The VSU Soccer Complex, home of Blazer soccer, feature a press box area above 
the home stands on the east side of the facility. Seating is available for both media 
and sports information, and wireless internet access is available.
     Standard services are provided in all VSU press box/press row areas for media 
personnel - including flip cards, cumulative statistics, media guides, programs, and 
play-by-play accounts, abbreviated statistics at halftime and complete final statis-
tics as soon as possible at the end of each event.
MEDIA CREDENTIALS: Contact Kit Strief, SID, for press passes as far in advance 
as possible. Passes will be mailed if time permits. If not, they will be left at Will 
Call at each venue.
RADIO: A modular plug phone line is provided for the official broadcast team of 
the opponent for each game. The visiting radio crew will work from the lower level 
of the north-side press box for football, from the left (visiting) end of press row in 
The Complex and from the right booths at baseball and softball. All visiting radio 
crews should contact Kit Strief, SID, for credentials prior to the event.
FILM: Official game filmers will shott from the press box on the south side of the 
field for all football games. Coaches’ show filmers and television film crews will use 
the film deck on the second level of the north side press box. Media can also film 
from either sideline (goal line to the 25-yard lines). While it is necessary to walk 
throught the team area to get from one end of the field to the other, photographers 
and film crews are not permitted to shoot within the team area (from 25-yard line 
to 25-yard line).
SCOUTS: Requests for scouting credentials should be made directly to Kit Strief, 
SID, early during the week of the game to be scouted in order to allow time for 
mailing of credentials. Scouts will be provided seats in the press box only if room is 
available.
PLAYER INTERVIEWS: All player interviews should be scheduled through Kit 
Strief, SID. Please allow the player at least 24 hours advance notice for phone in-
terviews. All game day interviews of VSU athletes and coaches will occur after the 
game, unless previously scheduled through the Sports Information Office.
INTERVIEWING VALDOSTA STATE’S COACHING STAFF: Valdosta State’s 
head coaches are available for interview throughout the day. Please contact the 
Sports Information Office to schedule these interviews.
PRACTICE COVERAGE: All Valdosta State practices are open to the media, 
unless otherwise noted by the coaching staff. Kit Strief SID, will assist in setting up 
interviews with requested players and/or coaches at the conclusion of each prac-
tice. For better service, please let the Sports Information Office know in advance 
when you will attend practice.

THE VSU FOOTBALLTHE VSU FOOTBALL
RADIO NETWORKRADIO NETWORK
WDDQ Talk 92.1 FM in Valdosta and Adel 
is in its fifth year as the flagship station for 
the Blazers. Additionaly, WVOH 93.5 Hazle-
hurst, WKZZ 92.5 Tifton, WRDO 96.9 Fitz-
gerald, WJHC Talk 107.5 Jasper, FL, WSFB 
1490AM/97.7FM Quitman, WJEM 1150AM 
The Jock/96.1FM in Valdosta also carry all VSU 
football games. Spencer Van Horn serves as the 
play-by-play voice of Blazer football..

THE VSU BASKETBALLTHE VSU BASKETBALL
RADIO NETWORKRADIO NETWORK
WDDQ Talk 92.1 FM in Valdosta and Adel is 
also the flagship station for Blazer and Lady 
Blazer basketball games. Mike Chason and 
Spencer Van Horn serve as the commentary 
team.

THE VSU BASEBALL / THE VSU BASEBALL / 
SOFTBALL RADIO NETWORKSOFTBALL RADIO NETWORK
WDDQ Talk 92.1 FM in Valdosta and Adel is 
also the flagship station for Blazer Baseball/
Softball.

THE BLAZERS ON THE WEBTHE BLAZERS ON THE WEB
Through VSU’s partnership with US Education 
TV, both live and archived VSU events can 
be seen by way of links provided on the front 
page and schedule pages for each sport at www.
vstateblazers.com. The website features live and 
archived coverage of select Volleyball, Football, 
Soccer, Men’s and Women’s Basketball, Softball, 
and Baseball games throughout the athletic 
season. A schedule of upcoming webcasts can 
be found on the main page of the Valdosta 
State Athletics website. Blazer Athletics aims to 
round out its coverage of all home events this 
season with the addition of a partnership with 
livestream.com, which will feature addition-
al broadcasts of volleyball, soccer, softball, 
baseball, and tennis contests. Links for every 
available event can be found at 
www.vstateblazers.com. The Gary Goff Show 
is filmed shortly after each game and can be 
seen on demand at www.vsufootball.com. New 
editions of the weekly show are posted no later 
than each Monday during the football season.
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DIRECTIONS TO VENUES & ATHLETIC TRAINING INFORMATIONDIRECTIONS TO VENUES & ATHLETIC TRAINING INFORMATION

401 Baytree Rd., Valdosta, GA 

1204 Williams St., Valdosta, GA 

605 W. Mary St., Valdosta, GA 

2609 N. Patterson St., Valdosta, GA 

2601 N. Patterson St., Valdosta, GA 

3374 U.S. Hwy. 84 West, Valdosta, GA 
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•	 Home of Blazer / Lady  
Blazer Basketball and  
Blazer Volleyball 

•	 Seats 5,300
•	 One of the top Division II 

arenas in the country
•	 Renovations in 2013
•	 New color scheme in 2020

•	 Home of the two-time NCAA  
National Championship Men’s  
Tennis Team (2006, 2011)

•	 Features twelve lighted hard courts
•	 Renovated prior to the 2011 season
•	 Considered one of top facilities in the GSC
•	 Hosted a portion of the 2019 NCAA Men’s 

Tennis Regional

•	 Home of the 2018 National 
Champion Blazer Football 
Team

•	 Seats 10,000 plus
•	 Established in 2004
•	 One of the winningest 

programs in all of NCAA 
Division II 

•	 Home of Blazer Golf
•	 Designed by Davis Love III
•	 Established in 2002
•	 Home of one of the  

premiere golf tournaments in 
the region

FACILITIESFACILITIES
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•	 Home of the 2012 DII National Champion-
ship Blazer Softball Team 

•	 Features a $400,000 state-of-the-art field 
house

•	 Houses locker rooms for home and visiting 
teams with an umpire and athletic training 
room 

•	 Established in 1999

•	 Home of the Blazer Baseball Team
•	 Features the baseball field house, which 

opened in 1997 and includes offices, train-
ing room, locker rooms, and an indoor 
batting and pitching cage

FACILITIESFACILITIES

	 The home to the Valdosta State football and women’s soccer pro-
grams is the Valdosta State Athletic Fieldhouse. The 41,000 square foot 
Fieldhouse opened in January 2009 at a cost of $5.8 million, giving the 
Blazer program one of the top athletic facilities in the nation.
	 Beyond football and soccer, the fieldhouse also houses the 7,690 

square foot Jessie Tuggle Weight Room and a 2,437 square foot state-of-the-art Athletic Training Room that is used by all VSU teams.
	 The Tuggle Weight Room, which encases nearly 10 times the space of its predecessor, is one of, if not the top, weight facilities among NCAA Division II 
schools nationwide. It featJessie Tuggle Weight Room
ures 10 brand new eight-post stations as well as a reinforced medicine ball wall. New self-contained dumbbell stations were also added to the area while a 
30-yard speed track was included in the design of the floor. The Weight Room also features elliptical machines and sJessie Tuggle Weight Room 2
tationary bikes for cardio workouts and a built-in microphone/stereo system to aid the strength and conditioning staff while working with large groups of 
VSU athletes. Additionally, each of the 10 eight-post stations has also been pre-wired for video recording, which will be added in the near future, for further 
evaluation and instruction by the strength and conditioning staff. The newest addition to the facility are two Cognisens “caves,” which allow for an increased 
mental training to provide Blazer athletes with an additional edge in competition. Valdosta State is the only university on any level in the nation to own the 
Cognisens machines, with additional owners including Manchester United and multiple NHL hockey teams.
	 Next door to the Tuggle Weight Room is the Athletic Training Room. The area includes offices for the Valdosta State Athletic Training staff and a private 
physician exam room as well as a hydrotherapy room for rehabilitation work. The main Athletic Training area features six taping stations as well as six 
additional treatment areas plus a cardiovascular/rehabilitation area featuring stationary bikes.
	 Additionally, outside of the facility are two lighted football practice fields and a soccer stadium.
	 The Athletic Fieldhouse features many amenities that will aid the football team as it endures the rigors of a football season. A 3,265 square foot locker 
room is the centerpiece of the project and is lined with 126 lockers, enough to house all members of the VSU football squad. Adjacent to the locker room is 
a 2,100 square foot equipment room with secure “Football Locker Roompass-through” equipment bins that allow managers to address the equipment needs 
of all the Blazers while keeping each player’s equipment separated.
	 The remainder of the Athletic Fieldhouse includes a 3,458 square foot office suite for the football coaches as well as 2,200 square feet of meeting rooms, 
each equipped with state-of-the-art video equipment. The academic needs of the student-athlete is also addressed as a 1,500 square foot computer lab is 
equipped with 19 computers.
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VENUE/PARKING MAPVENUE/PARKING MAP
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CAMPUS MAPCAMPUS MAP
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2022-23 TICKETING2022-23 TICKETING

Baseball & Softball Combo Pass
Season Pass
	 Adult............................................ $50
	 VSU Employee............................ $40
	 Senior........................................... $40
	 Youth............................................ $25
Single Game
	 Adult General Admission............ $5
	 Youth/Sr. General Admission..... $3
Group Rates (20+)
	 Adult General Admission............ $4
	 Youth/Sr. General Admission..... $2

Basketball
Season Pass
	 Adult............................................ $95
	 VSU Employee............................ $85
	 Senior........................................... $80
	 Youth............................................ $45
Single Game
	 Reserved (All Sections)............. $10
	 Adult General Admission............ $7
	 Youth/Sr. General Admission..... $3
Group Rates (20+)
	 Adult General Admission............ $5
	 Youth/Sr. General Admission..... $2

Football
Season Pass
	 Adult............................................ $90
	 VSU Employee............................ $80
	 Senior........................................... $80
	 Youth............................................ $50
Single Game
	 Reserved...................................... $20
	 Adult General Admission.......... $12
	 VSU Fac/Staff Reserved............  $10
	 Youth/Sr. General Admission..... $8
	 VSU Fac/Staff General Admin... $5
Group Rates (20+)
	 Adult General Admission............ $7

Soccer
Season Pass
	 Adult............................................ $20
	 VSU Employee............................ $15
	 Senior........................................... $10
	 Youth............................................ $10
Single Game
	 Adult General Admission............ $5
	 Youth/Sr. General Admission..... $3
Group Rates (20+)
	 Adult General Admission............ $4
	 Youth/Sr. General Admission..... $2

Volleyball
Season Pass
	 Adult............................................ $15
	 VSU Employee............................ $10
	 Senior........................................... $10
	 Youth............................................ $10
Single Game
	 Adult General Admission............ $5
	 Youth/Sr. General Admission..... $3
Group Rates (20+)
	 Adult General Admission............ $4
	 Youth/Sr. General Admission..... $2

All-Sports Pass
Includes all home contests. Season 
tickets for football and basketball and 
passes for softball, volleyball, baseball, 
and softball.
	 Adult.......................................... $215
	 VSU Employee.......................... $170
	 Senior......................................... $170
	 Youth.......................................... $115

SENIOR = 65+
YOUTH = *5 yrs. of age - college w/ID
	 *IMPORTANT...under 5 years of age is 	
	 free ONLY if they sit in a lap. If they  
	 require a seat, they must purchase a seat!

NOTE:
	 EMPLOYEE MUST BE A FULL-TIME 	
	 EMPLOYEE TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR 	
	 PAYROLL DEDUCTION

ALL SALES FINAL
NO REFUNDS OR EXCHANGES

SALES TAX POLICY
8% sales tax must be added to 

season tickets only
Game postponement/

Cancellation Ticket Policy
In the instance that an event is postponed due to 
inclement weather or any other condition, Valdosta 
State University is not responsible for the refund 
of a game ticket. The ticket stub from the post-
poned game will serve as an admission ticket to 
the rescheduled event. No refund will be provided 
if the ticket holder cannot attend the rescheduled 
game. Under the circumstances that a game is 
cancelled and not rescheduled, the admission ticket 
to the cancelled game may be used as admission to 
any other home, regular season event during that 
season.

LIABILITY POLICY

Spectators voluntarily assume all risks and danger 
of personal injury and all hazards arising from or 
related in any way to this event, whether occurring 
prior to, during, or after the event. Spectators enter 
at own risk and should pay attention at all times.
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Big Nick’s BBQ & Soul Food

“Barbecue pulled pork, nachos, 
pizza, candy, chips, and drinks. Big 
Nick’s Concession features a full 
line-up of food and drinks.” 
904 Baytree Road
(229) 474-3331

DININGDINING

Jimmy John’s
“Freaky Fresh, Freaky Fast” 
1337 Baytree Road 
(229)333-9747

 

Chick-fil-A
1100 St Augustine Rd
Valdosta, GA 31601
(229) 247-2625

Surcheros
3209 N. Oak Street
(229) 262-1100

1528 Baytree Road
(229)262-1100

Wild Adventures
3766 Old Clyattville Road
(229)-219-7080

ATTRACTIONSATTRACTIONS

CONCESSIONSCONCESSIONS
Georgia Beer Co.

VSU will now be serving beer & 
seltzers at select home events. 
109 S Briggs St.
(229) 588-4664

VSU Beer Policy

-Please have your valid  photo ID ready
-Must be 21+ to purchase an alcholic beverage
-Two alcoholic beverages per person per sale - No Exceptions
-No alcohol is allowed to leave the venue

Food/AttractionsFood/Attractions

Blaze Pizza
3215 N Oak Street Ext Unit D
Valdosta, GA 31605
(229) 314-8200

Kentucky Fried Chicken

Zacadoo’s
1202 Baytree Rd
Valdosta, GA 31602
(229) 244-3630
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Super 8 by Wyndham
Raymond Upchurch
1825 W Hill Avenue
(229) 249-8000
Exit 16

Holiday Inn Express & 
Suites
Ty O’Steen
1330 N. St. Augustine Road
(229) 249-8900
Exit 18

Holiday Inn Hotel & 
Conference Center
Melissa Simmons
1805 W. Hill Avenue
(229) 244-1111
Exit 16

Drury Inn & Suites
Stacy Jarrard
1327 N St. Augustine Road
(229) 253-0023
Exit 18

Comfort Inn & Suites
 David Fontaine
1785 W Hill Avenue
(229) 249-1000
Exit 16

LODGINGLODGING

Wingate by Wyndam
Rick Oelkers
1800 Club House Drive
(229)247-7755
Exit 18

Days Inn by Wyndham
Raymond Upchurch
1827 W Hill Avenue
(229) 249-8800
Exit 16

Candlewood Suites
Christen Watkins
1003 N. St. Augustine Road
(229) 249-2000
Exit 18

Comfort Suites
John Camarillo
1332 N. St. Augustine Road
(229) 249-8880
Exit 18

Country Inn & Suites
Melissa Simmons
1308 N. St. Augustine Road
(229) 245-1700
Exit 18


