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Dana Dimel
COACH DANA DIMEL: I thought our play, we did a nice
job for the most part, the whole defensive game, I was
pleased with what we did. We gave up the one big play
on attachment where we just took a bad angle. Overall
gave up 160 yards rushing but I thought we defended
the rush pretty darned well against a really, really good
offensive football team, so that part of it was good.

Offensively, obviously not very good on third downs,
2/15 with our stats there on third downs and ten punts,
which is a lot of punts and only 57 football plays.

So we didn't do what our main objective was and that
was hold on to the football, run the clock. I feel like we
could have had more success offensively. That would
have taken a lot of heat off the defense.

We did win the possession time battle but if we would
have sustained any type of success, we could have
gotten those numbers up to 38, 40, which was the
ultimate game plan with what we did.

Effort was tremendous. Guys played extremely hard.
First week we played well offensively. This is the
second week and didn't play here as well, so execution
needs to improve offensively. Clean some things up.
Eliminate the negative-yardage plays. Again, clean up
penalties with what we did with our penalties, as well.

I'll open it up to questions from there.

Q. What's the feeling going forward at
quarterback?
COACH DANA DIMEL: The feeling, it will be evaluated.
I won't make any comments on the quarterback spot
right now until I can evaluate the film. I think both kids
did good things and both kids made mistakes, but I
need to look at the film. They are both talented kids
and they both need to be utilized in our offensive
system.

We'll just go ahead and critique them, but right now no
defensive answer on naming any starters right there.
Both the kids are deserving of playing and both of them
are talented enough to win plenty of football games for
us down the stretch.

Q. What was the decision that went into Kai
starting the second half?

COACH DANA DIMEL: He's been doing things the way
they need to be done. He's been taking care of
business, and you know, he's not on the team to sit and
watch and we wanted to give him some action and give
him some game reps, because we are going to need
them one way or the other throughout the season. It
wasn't any decision that we bench Brandon and put Kai
in. We just want to get Kai some work.

Q. What do you take from this?
COACH DANA DIMEL: I think we're a better football
team leaving the field. I was hoping we could get
through this game and improve in some segments. I
think we improved dramatically defensively, and I think
our football team battled. I thought they battled really
hard, and so I'm happy with the improvement that we
showed on defense, and offensively, we've got to get
back on track.

But I think we got through it relatively unscathed with
the injuries and just like I said, one of our goals was to
win and if we didn't win, leave the field a better football
team and I believe we did.

Q. Was it like the Houston Baptist --
COACH DANA DIMEL: Yeah, I thought we handled the
tempo really well. We had a good game plan for the
high tempo. We stopped the run. They tried to establish
the running game. Really didn't have a ton of success
with the running game. We gave them some short
fields at times which led to some scores from them and
of course gave up the big play, but overall, I was
pleased with that part of it.

Again, if we have more success -- giving them credit.
They played a great defensive football game. If we had
more success offensively, it would have been a lot
closer football game

Q. Houston Baptist, the defense -- compared to
that?
COACH DANA DIMEL: Well, you know, Houston
Baptist was for us the first stage of really defending it
because you can't see it in practice -- I feel like now we
matched the tempo. It was not an issue all night for us
and that's really going to be good moving forward.

Q. What is it the offense -- could you put a finger
on anything? Was the offensive line kind of
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overwhelmed? Didn't look like he had any roles to
run through.
COACH DANA DIMEL: I don't know. Again, I'm going
to have to watch the film and really study what we were
doing on our combination blocks. I think it was one
error from one play here, one there, just some
inconsistency and not starting off, you know, three-and-
out kind of broke our momentum a little bit.

The kids got a little bit disrupted and struggled a little
bit with their confidence there early and then we
started to have a little bit of success offensively but
then had some penalties that took some plays back.
Just got out of rhythm and never could back into rhythm
offensively.

Learn from this. We've got to handle this environment
and we're a better offensive football team than what we
displayed tonight.

Q. What did you take out of the game?
COACH DANA DIMEL: Same thing I just talked about.
You know, I think one of our goals was to try to win this
game, but if not, to walk off the field a better football
team, and I think this game will help us as we move
forward in the season, I really truly do. Because again,
this is a high-powered, very high-powered, offense that
we faced, some very impressive defensive personnel,
Big 12 personnel and a good thing Big 12 football
team, an upper-level Big 12 football team. In a lot of
ways, we played a good thing football game.

Q. Specifically taking away -- is it more so the
experience -- younger guys getting in there?
COACH DANA DIMEL: Yeah, I think some of the new
guys, again, some of our younger guys that we have on
offense, it was a great experience for them to match up
in this kind of environment. I don't feel the crowd noise
was an issue for us. I think we handled that part of it,
you know, which was new. That wasn't a big issue for
us.

It was more like I talked about, the things we can fix. It
wasn't -- it's not as dramatic of issues once I looked at
everything on the whole. We can get the things we
didn't do well fixed pretty quickly.
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Brandon Jones
BRANDON JONES: Consistent yardage game, first
downs, which we really need an offense just to get it
rolling and get it doing. Obviously take that on me. I
have to be a better quarterback, a better leader, a
better captain of this team and kind of take us in the
right direction by any means.

Q. How did you handle -- no quarterback likes to
get benched in a game. How do you handle this?
BRANDON JONES: Nothing you can do about it.
You've just got to take it -- kind of take it as it is and if
Kai is giving us the best opportunity to win, he
deserves to be out there. Our team deserves to win.
We've worked too hard to lose. So whoever wins
should be out there. I mean, it sucks, obviously, but just
take it in stride.

We learned we can obviously compete with teams.
This is a Big 12 team. They are a very talented team
and we learned we can compete with them. We did a
lot of things better this week than last week. I can tell
you that much. It may not reflect in the score but you
go back and watch the film, you can see that we're a
couple plays away from winning this ballgame.

Obviously we didn't come here to lose but just take
stuff from it and get better as a team.

Q. Anything you can put your finger on?
BRANDON JONES: As a whole, the offense, especially
the quarterback position, in the first half we just have to
execute better. I know that's kind of a blanket statement
but that's just the best way I can put it. We just have to
execute better. The coaches are putting us in the right
situation, and we just didn't convert them.

Q. You probably attack every practice the same
way as hard as you possibly can, but with the bye
week, how will you approach these next couple
weeks of practice and make sure that you're the
guy out there?
BRANDON JONES: Like you said, just attack it kind of
the same way. Every day you've got to earn your job,
whether it's football, whether it's life. I feel like you've
just got to compete every day. So that's what I'm going
to do. I'm going to make sure our team is going to be
right for Nevada in two weeks; I promise you that.
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Josh Fields
Q. Anything that you can put your finger on?
JOSH FIELDS: We just didn't execute tonight. We have
to build off of this game and go into Nevada, execute
more, and create big plays.

Q. What was it like --
JOSH FIELDS: It's like playing any other team. We
expect to win every game, so every time we play-to-
play physical, better football and try to get a W.

Q. Is it running back by committee?
JOSH FIELDS: Yeah, we do running back by
committee. Treyvon, me -- I can do it, and we got Rey
Flores, he's a running back, as well.

Q. Was today, a big stadium like this --
JOSH FIELDS: No, sir. This is my third year, so I
played Tennessee, Oklahoma. I'm familiar with the big
Power Five schools.

Q. Where do you guys go from here to get better?
JOSH FIELDS: Just got to see the mistakes that we
made this game. Just create big plays. Be more
physical and just come out here and just with the
mindset that we are going to dominate and win.
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