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REGULAR SEASON CHAMPIONSHIPS

CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Chattanooga Mocs have been a part of three leagues in its 100-plus years of basketball. It started
with a loose association of teams throughout the South called the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic
Association. This was a precursor to leagues like SEC and Southern Conferences as well as where the
Scenic City lads landed in the early ‘30s.

The Mocs moved into the Dixie Conference in 1932 where the program stayed until World War IIl. When
the program resumed in peace time, it was a small college independent. There we stood for 32 years
before the next association was born.

The first league titleists are pictured above. The 1932 Dixie Conference Tournament Champions
travelled to Birmingham, Ala., defeating Mercer, Mississippi College and Samford along the way. That
capped a then school-record 16-win campaign under Humpy Phillips who took over the program
midseason 1931 when Coach Harold Drew departed for Alabama as assistant football coach.

Uniting with the Southern Conference coming off the 1977 National Championship run cemented the
burgeoning moniker #RingCity. Chattanooga’s amassed more rings & trophies than any other program
in the league over that span and second-highest total in the 100-season history of the league. That
includes 12 regular season, 12 tournament and eight division crowns. From the first title in 1981 (lower
left) to the most recent in 2022 (lower right), it’s a proven championship program.

1923 Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association

1981 Southern Conference
1982 Southern Conference
1983 Southern Conference

4 1985 Southern Conference

1986 Southern Conference
1989 Southern Conference
1991 Southern Conference
1992 Southern Conference
1993 Southern Conference
1994 Southern Conference

1995 Southern Conference Division
1997 Southern Conference Division
1998 Southern Conference Division
2002 Southern Conference Division
2005 Southern Conference Division
2008 Southern Conference Division
2009 Southern Conference Division
2011 Southern Conference Division

2016 Southern Conference
2022 Southern Conference

TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONSHIPS

1932 Dixie Conference
1981 Southern Conference
1982 Southern Conference
1983 Southern Conference
1988 Southern Conference
1993 Southern Conference
1994 Southern Conference
1995 Southern Conference
1997 Southern Conference
2005 Southern Conference
2009 Southern Conference
2016 Southern Conference
2022 Southern Conference
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SOCON TOURNAMENT HISTORY Year Site Opponent Result  Score  Year Site Opponent Result  Score
Year Site Opponent Result Score | 1993 Asheville Furman W 85-69 | 2010 Charlotte Georgia Southern W 82-62
1922 Atlanta Furman W 57.30 Asheville Davidson W 72-68 Charlotte Coll. of Charleston L 69-96
Atlanta Tulane W 2521 Final Asheville ETSU w 86-75 | 2011 Roundhouse _Furman L 52-61
Atlanta Mercer L 1825 | 1994 Asheville Furman W 85-81 | 2012 Asheville Georgia Southern L 70-76
1923 Atlanta Georgetown (Ky) W 327 . Ashevi!le Georgia Southem W 99-91(0T) | 2013 Ashev?lle UN(GFeensboro L 81-87
Atlanta Virginia Tech W 38-23 Final Asheville Davidson w 65-64 | 2014 Asheville Georgia Southern L 55-62
Atlanta Mercer W 2419 | 199 Asheville Georgia Southern W 70-66 | 2015 Asheville Furman L 67-69
Final Atlanta Mississippi St. L 21-31 Asheville ETSU W 71-69 | 2016 Asheville Samford W 59-54
1978 Furman Furman L 73-83 Final Asheville Western Carolina_ W 63-61 Asheville Western Carolina W 73-69
1979 Furman Furman L 6886 | 1226 Greensboro, NC _Marshall L 81-82 | Final Asheville ETSU ] 73-67
1980 ETSU ETSU L 6771 | 1997 Greensboro MI W 84-62 | 2017 Asheville Wofford L 67-79
1981 Maclellan I W 89-63 Greenshoro Davidson W 77-70 | 2018 Asheville Samford W 89-79
Roanoke, VA Western Carolina W 79-70 Final Greenshoro __Marshall W_71-70(0T) Asheville ETSU L 59-77
Final Roanoke AppalachianSt. W 59.55 | 1998 Greensboro UNCGreenshoro W 56-55 | 2019 Asheville ETSU L 64-68
1982 Madlellan Appalachian t. W 62-53 Greenshoro Appalachian St. L 75-85 | 2020 Asheville UNC Greenshoro W 78-68
Charleston, WV ETSU W 70-65 | 1999 Greenshoro ETSU W 77-65 Asheville Wofford L 70-72
Final Charleston Davidson W 69-58 Greenshoro Appalachian St. L 91-94(20T) | 2021 Asheville ETSU L 53-63
1983 Charleston Appalachian St W 7158 2000 Greenville, SC ~ Western Carolina W 90-75 | 2022 Asheville The Citadel w 71-66
Charleston Western Carolina W 77-75 (OT) Greenv?lle Appalach?an St. L 66-88 Asheville Wofford W 79-56
Final Charleston ETSU w 70-62 | 2001 Greenville Appalachian St. W 78-74 | Final Asheville Furman W _64-63 (0T)
1984 Asheville NC  ETSU W 82-50 Greenville Georgia Southem W 84-73 | 2023 Asheville I W 92-72
Asheville Furman W 70-57 final Greenville UNC Greenshoro L 66-67 Asheville Samford W 85-82
Final Asheville Marshall L107-111 (2.0T) 2002 N. Charleston, SC UNC Greenshoro L 57-67 Asheville Wofford W 74-62
1985 Asheville Furman W 63-60 2003 N.Charleston  Appalachian St. W 98-67 | Final Asheville Furman L 79-88
Asheville VM L 69-71(01) N.Charleston VM w 77-58 | 2024 Asheville Wofford w 75-57
1986 Asheville The Citadel W 966 |fnal M. Ena’:e“"" ETISIU o va 2392 Asheville ETsu L 84-85(0M)
) " 2004 N. Charleston oll. of Charleston -7
Final Q:EZ:”E gge;;:g:lan S VLV igz N.Charleston  Georgia Southern W 90-87 SOCON FINALS SINCE 1977-78
1987 Asheville Western Carolina L 72-73(0T) final N.Charleston  ETSU L 62-78 | School Final Appearances Titles
1988 Asheville Davidson W 8369 | 2005 Roundhouse  ETSU W= 7770 | 1) Chattanooga 2 12
Asheville Marshall W 71-70 Roundhouse  Appalachian St. W 57-51 | 2 ETSU 13 8
Final Asheville I w 75-61 | final Roundhouse UNC Greenshoro W 66-62 | 3) Davidson 12 8
1989 Asheville  WesternCaroliia W 7263 | 2006 N.Charleston  Coll.of Charleston W 65-53 1 tie) pppalachian St. 8 2
Asheville £TsU L 73-76 . N. Charleston App_alachlan St. W 78-75 5) Marshall 7 3
1990 Ashevile VM| L o3 | ool DCharleston_Bavidson LB | 6)Wofford 6 5
1991 Asheville Western Carolina W 84-83 " (har eston — Wotfor § 7) Furman 6 3
Asheville £TsU L 71-104 . Charleston __Davidson L 68-78 ;
1992 Asheville i W g4.49 | 2008 N.Charleston Elon L 57-60 | fie) Coll. of Charleston 3 !
Asheville Marshall W 8468 | 2009 Roundhouse  Elon w7978 | tie) UNCGreensboro 5 2
Final Ashevile _ETSU L e74 Roundhouse - Samford W 8170 | 10 Westem Carolina ! 1
Final Roundhouse Coll. of Charleston W 80-69 | 11)WMI 2 0
12) Samford 1 1
tie) Elon 1 0
14) The Citadel 0 0
= tie) Georgia Southern 0 0
- TOURNAMENT RECORD BY SCHOOL
s B L W-L Last Met
Appalachian State 8-3 W, 78-75, 2006
The Citadel 2-0 W, 71-66, 2022
College of Charleston 3-1 L, 69-96, 2010
Davidson 5-3 L, 68-78, 2007
ETSU 89 L, 84-85 (0T), 2024
Elon 1-1 W,79-78,2009
Furman 6-5 L, 79-88, 2023
Georgetown (Ky.) 1-0 W, 43-27,1923
Georgia Southern 5-2 L, 55-62, 2014
Marshall 3-2 W, 71-70 ot, 1997
Mercer 1-1 W, 24-19, 1923
Mississippi State 0-1 L,21-31,1923
UNC Greenshoro 3-3 W, 78-68, 2020
Samford 4-0 W, 85-82, 2023
Tulane 1-0 W, 25-21, 1922
VMI 6-2 W, 92-72,2023
Virginia Tech 1-0 W, 38-23, 1923
Western Carolina 7-1 W, 73-69, 2016
Wofford 42 W, 75-57, 2024
Tada Stricklen (L), Darius Banks (M) & David Jean-Baptiste (R) celebrate following 2022’ unforgettable title game.
Jean-Baptiste hit a buzzer-beater just shy of half court to defeat Furman 64-63 & give UTC its 12th SoCon Tournament title.
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1961 NCAA SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL

1973 NCAA SOUTH REGIONAL

Austin Peay College Fieldhouse | Clarksville, Tenn.

Austin Peay 77, Chattanooga 69

Kentucky Wesleyan 111, Chattanooga 80

The first NCAA Tournament experience or the Mocs
started on the road in the 1961 NCAA Small College
South Central Regional. The squad dropped a hard-
fought 77-69 decision at Austin Peay.

The Govs took the lead in the second half and never
relinquished it. Joe Pollack’s layup got the Mocs
within three, 61-58, with seven minutes to play, but
that’s as close as it would get.

Pollack led the way with 18 points. Bill Padgett
added 12, while Ron Whaley tallied 10. Jim
Beshears paced five Govs in double figures with 18.

The consolation game got away from the Mocs early
ina 111-80 loss to Kentucky Wesleyan. Both teams
came out of the gate with hot shooting hands. The
Panthers never cooled off.

The trio of Joe Pollack, Charlie Carter and Bill
Padgett scored 63 of Chattanooga’s 80 points.
Pollack’s 31 led all scorers. Carter added 19, while
Padgett chipped in 13.

The Panthers starting five had all but 18 of their tal-
ly. Winfred Thompson and Gary Auten each topped
the 20-mark with 23 and 22 points, respectively.

Joe Pollock averaged neary 20 points per game in the 1961
NCAA South Central Regional at Austin Peay.

Cobo Arena | Hammond, La.

SE Louisiana 67, Chattanooga 64

Chattanooga 99, Transylvania 86

(hattanooga travelled to Hammond, La., to square
off with host SE Louisiana in NCAA Small College
South Regional. The Lions led from start-to-finish
holding off a late Mocs charge cutting a 15-point
margin to just one with 10 seconds to go before
Freddie Lucas iced the game with two free throws.

Mike Snow’s 18 points led the good guys with
Ralph Simpson adding 14. Lucas paced the Lions
with 14 in a balanced effort with all five starters
scoring 10 or more. The Lions were aided to victory
by an injury to Mocs leader Walter “Moose”
McGary ending his season.

The Mocs claimed their first NCAA postseason win
with a 99-86 dismissing of Transylvania in the
consolation contest. After falling behind 2-0, the
Mocs took the lead and never looked back. They
came out of intermission up six, 54-48 and the
lead stayed in the 8-10-point range until pulling
away at the end.

Mike Snow was again the team leader with 20
points, while Kevin Gray and Ralph Simpson
added 19 and 15 respectively. Simpson made the
all-tournament team. Jim Biven led Transylvania
with a game-high 21 points.

1975 NCAA SOUTH REGIONAL
Maclellan Gym | Chattanooga, Tenn.

Chattanooga 107, Alabama State 83
Tennessee State 82, Chattanooga 81

The Chattanooga Mocs first NCAA hosting experi-
ence was bittersweet. The squad advanced for the
first time in round one in Maclellan Gym before a
heart-breaking end.

It was all about the Scenic City crew in a first round
107-83 dismantling of Alabama State. Wayne
Golden’s 25 points took game high honors with
the Hornets led by L.C. Mason and George McGary
with 15 apiece.

That setup a third battle with the Tennessee State
Tigers. TSU won the first two matchups by two

in Chattanooga and three in Nashville, this was
another barnburner.

Down one inside 20 seconds to play, the ball
went to Wayne Golden. He drove the baseline
and elevated for the potential game-winner with

nine seconds remaining. Bernard Bailey blocked
the effort, corraled the rebound and then hit two
subsequent free throws to clinch the win before a
final Mocs basket set the ending margin.

Golden ended with 24 points and tourney MVP
honors. William Gordon and Herbert “Book”
McCray chipped in 17 and 16 points, respective.
Bailey and Michel Johnson tallied 18 points for the
Tigers. Gordon also made the all-tourney team.

1976 NCAA TOURNAMENT FINALIST
SOUTHEAST REGIONAL
Maclellan Gym | Chattanooga, Tenn.

Chattanooga 90, Rollins 62
Chattanooga 86, Valdosta State 66

QUARTERFINALS
Maclellan Gym | Chattanooga, Tenn.

Chattanooga 107, Nicholls State 78

FINAL FOUR
ROBERTS STADIUM | EVANSVILLE, IND.
Roberts Stadium | Evansville, Ind.

Chattanooga 93, Eastern lllinois 84

Puget Sound 83, Chattanooga 74

The Chattanooga Mocs cruised through to the Final
Four with three wins in the friendly confines of
Maclellan Gym. They captured winning margins of
28,20 and 29 points en route to their first trip to the
national title weekend.

It began with running past Rollins 90-62. The

Mocs closed the half on a 10-1 run to break open

a three-point game. They tallied 56 points after
intermission to claim victory behind 21 points by
4-time All-American Wayne Golden. Gary Parsons
paced the Tars with 17.

It was more of the same with a twist in the 86-66
win over Valdosta State. The Mocs ran out to a
double-digit halftime lead but this time used
lock-down defense allowing only 25 points in the
final 20 to pull away from the Blazers. Tourney MVP
Kevin Gray starred with 25 points, while game-
high honors went to Joseph Burns with 28. Wayne
Golden also earned all-tournament mention.

The Mocs continued to overwhelm their competi-
tion taking it to Nicholls State in the quarterfinals
107-78. Wayne Golden was phenomenal from
start-to-finish.

Golden scored 41 points making 16 of his attempts
from the floor aided by 16 by Kevin Gray and 13
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Gary Stitch makes the final cut on the 1977 National
Championship net.

by William Gordon. Larry Wilson starred for the
Colonels with 32.

The road to the final went through Eastern lllinois.
EIU controlled tempo winning the regular season
finale 53-50 in Maclellan Gym. The Mocs flipped the
script to the tune of 93-84 in Evansville.

A hot-shooting band from the Scenic City hit 61.4
percent of their shots led by Wayne Golden’s 33
points with William Gordon adding 23.

Chattanooga lead grew to as many as 15 in the
second half. The Panthers chipped away but got no
closer than seven as the Mocs refused to yield. Jeff
Furry’s 24 points and 15 rebounds led the EIU effort.

The shooting numbers did not continue in the
championship tilt. Its telling how well the team
played outside of shooting the ball. In a nine-point
83-74 loss, Puget Sound made 64.7 percent from
the field compared to 44.6 percent for Chattanooga,
a paltry 39.5 percent in the second frame.

Wayne Golden made the all-tournament team
leading his mates with 19 points in the final. Brent

Gibler had 22 for the Logger while MVP Car/ Peterson

added 20.

QUARTERFINALS
North Dakota Fieldhouse | Grand Forks, N.D.

FINAL FOUR
Springfield Givic Center | Springfield, Mass.

Chattanooga 95, Sacred Heart 81

Chattanooga 71, Randolph-Macon 62

William Gordon (28) and Wayne Golden

(26) led Chattanooga past Valdosta State in the
opening game. The Mocs were up seven, 41-34,
at the break and erupted for 51 second half points
for the 92-76 win. Joseph Burns had 20 to pace
Valdosta State.

William Gordon keyed the round of 16 win over
Florida Tech, 88-79. Late in the first half clinging to
a two-point advantage, Gordon drew a foul and a
technical foul making it a five-point possession.

Gordon made three free throws with the ball stay-
ing with the Mocs. Gary Stitch hit the offensive
boards with a put back before the half ended to
make it a seven-point affair. The Knights did not
find a way to threaten from there.

Regional MVP Gordon tallied 33 with Wayne
Golden adding 20. Bo Clark led FIT with 27.

North Dakota put its 48-game home winning
streak on the line. If the Scenic City crew was

intimidated, it didn't show as the runaway train to
Springfield led to a 76-52 triumph.

[t was a completely overwhelming performance
with William Gordon (24) and Wayne Golden
(21) accounting for 45 of the 76 points. Mike
Greulich had 16 points and 11 boards for the home
side. It marked the third straight year UND lost to
the eventual champion.

The semifinal opponent was nearby Sacred Heart.

It closed to within four, 63-59, with 10:41 on the
clock. The Mocs answered with a 14-0 run and never
looked back claiming a 95-81 victory.

William Gordon posted 25 points and eight assists
to go with Wayne Golden’s 28. Hector Olivencia
matched Golden for game-high honors at 28 points.

That led to an exciting final and one of the few
times the Mocs trailed over the last two tourney
runs overcoming a 37-34 halftime deficit. It was a
one-point game, 51-50, when William Gordon
fouled out.

Despite the massive personnel loss, Chattanooga
went on a run to take a seven-point lead, only to see
it drop to a mere three, 64-61, with 1:05 left.

Over the next 28 seconds, six straight free throws
from the fingertips of Gary Stitch, Book McCray
and Wayne Golden sparked a 7-1 closing spurt for
the 71-62 title-clinching win.

Golden had 21 earning tourney MVP honors joined
by Gordon on the all-tournament team. Joe Allen’s
22 points paced Randolph-Macon.

Front: Delta Brogden, Darrell Payne, William Gordon, Howard Duncan, Darryl Yarbrough. Middle: William Wright, Wayne
Golden, Kevin Galbriath, Ricky Gill, Herbert McCray. Back: Assistant Ralph Underhil], Assistant Kevin Gray, Gary Stitch, Fred
Rayhle, Coach Ron Shumate, Ronnie Swafford.
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James Jones fights for rebound position in the Mocs first NCAA Division | Tourney action ending in a hard-fought loss to
Maryland. This was the first of three straight trips with two of the three coming against the Terps.

1981 NCAA MIDEAST REGIONAL

UD Arena | Dayton, Ohio

No. 6 Maryland 81, No. 11 Chattanooga 69

The 11th-seeded Mocs made their first NCAA
Tournament and gave Lefty Driesell’s Terrapins all
they could handle in an 81-69 loss. UTC led 41-39 at
halftime, but Maryland took control after the break.

The Mocs advanced to face No. 2 seed Minnesota
for a shot at the Sweet 16. They fell one point
short, 62-61, as Schoene’s jumper in the lane was
off the mark in the closing seconds.

Schoene had 20 points and 12 rebounds support-
ing White's team-high 22. Skip Clark added 10
points, three assists and two steals. Trent Tucker led

Nick Morken tallied a double-double with 10 the Gophers with 20.

points and 10 assists. James Jones posted 17
points and seven rebounds, while Russ Schoene
netted 16 points and a team-high eight boards.
Eric Smith and Willie White also reached double
figures with 10 apiece. Albert King had 25 for UMd.

1983 NCAA MIDWEST REGIONAL
The Summitt | Houston, Texas

No. 8 Maryland 52, No. 9 Chattanooga 51
The Mocs were up 12 at the half, 30-18, but could

1982 NCAA MIDEAST REGIONAL
Market Square Arena | Indianapolis, Ind.

No. 10 Chattanooga 58, No. 7 N.C. State 51

No. 2 Minnesota 62, No. 10 Chattanooga 61
Chattanooga claimed its first NCAA Tournament
win with a convincing 58-51 win over N.C. State.
The Mocs led by double digits, including 27-13 at
halftime before shaky free throw shooting late in a
seven-point win.

Nick Morken and Russ Schoene each scored 15
points with Schoene leading the team in rebound-
ing with seven. Morken added six rebounds two
blocks and four steals. Willie White also reached
double figures with 12. Sidney Lowe had 21 points
for N.C. State which won the 1983 NCAA Champi-
onship.

not hold off Maryland's second-half charge in a
narrow 52-51 defeat. Gerald Wilkins and Stan-
ford Strickland tied for team-high honors with
11 points, with Wilkins grabbing six rebounds. The
Terps were led by Adrian Branch with 22.

1988 NCAA SOUTHEAST REGIONAL
The Omni | Atlanta, Ga.

No. 1 Oklahoma 94, No. 16 Chattanooga 66
Chattanooga fell 94-66 to a talented Oklahoma
Sooner squad. Benny Green led a trio of dou-
ble-digit scorers with 18. Lance Fulse added 12
points and six rebounds, as Daren Chandler netted
10. Vincent Robinson grabbed a game-high 11
boards. Stacey King and Harvey Grant had 25 apiece
for the Sooners who fell in the title game to Danny
Manning’s Kansas Jayhawks.

1993 NCAA SOUTHEAST REGIONAL
Memorial Gym | Nashville, Tenn.

No. 5 Wake Forest 81, No. 12 Chattanooga 58
Despite 22 points from Tim Brooks, the Mocs could
not keep pace with the Demon Deacons in an 81-58
loss. It was a seven-point game at the half before
Wake Forest pulled away.

Brandon Born added 14 points for the good guys.
Wake was led by Rodney Rogers’ 26 points as he
Trelonnie Owens (22) and Randolph Childress (17)
combined for 65 of their squad’s 81.
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The 1982 squad came within a whisker of the Sweet 16. It started with an opening-round win over N.C. State in a game
the Mocs controlled from the tip. The Wolfpack won the national title the next season. It came down to the final seconds
against No. 7 Minnesota in round two when a late finish near the basket rimmed out saving the Gophers.
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1994 NCAA SOUTHEAST REGIONAL
Rupp Arena | Lexington, Kj.
No. 4 Kansas 102, No. 12 Chattanooga 73

Brandon Born (21), Maurio Hanson (16) and
Gary Robb (12) combined for 49 points in Chatta-
nooga’s 102-73 loss against Kansas. The Jayhawks
had six reach double digits led by Richard Scott with
26.

1995 NCAA WEST REGIONAL
Delta Center | Salt Lake City, Utah
No. 2 Connecticut 100, No. 15 Chattanooga 71

UConn jumped out early and claimed a 100-71 win,
Chattanooga was led by the duo of Maurio Han-
son (28) and Brandon Born (23) who registered
51 of the 71 Mocs points. The Huskies were paced
by Donny Marshall and Ray Allen with 22 and 18
points, respectively.

1997 NCAA SOUTHEAST REGIONAL
Charlotte Coliseum | Charlotte, N.C.
Birmingham-Jefferson Givic Center | B'ham, Ala.
No. 14 Chattanooga 73, No. 3 Georgia 70

No. 14 Chattanooga 75, No. 6 lllinois 63

No. 10 Providence 71, No. 14 Chattanooga 65

The Mocs jumped out early in a 73-70 win over
Georgia. It was a 46-31 UTC advantage at the break
before holding off a strong UGa comeback effort.
Willie Young had a game-high 24 points, while
Johnny Taylor chipped in 19.

It was the opposite in game two. Down one at the
half to 6th-seeded lllinois, the Mocs drove past the
Illini for the 12-point triumph behind a balanced
effort with five in double digits. Young once again
led the way with 15, while Chris Mims added 12
points and 12 rebounds.

The run ended in Birmingham, Ala., as 10th-seeded
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Isaac Conner started at guard for the epic win over No. 19 lllinois in Charlotte, N.C. It sent the Mocs into the Sweet 16 set-
ting the standard for lower seeds advancing in the modern-day NCAA Tournament. The win was sweeter after the squad
witnessed the lllini celebrating its likely advancement after Chattanoogass first round win over Georgia.

Providence Friars grasped Cinderella’s shoes for
one more night. The 71-65 loss ended UTC's epic
run. Taylor and Mims led in scoring with 22 and 15,
respectively, as each claimed nine boards. Austin
Croshere paced Providence with 19.

2005 NCAA ALBUQUERQUE REGIONAL
Gund Arena | Cleveland, Ohio

No. 2 Wake Forest 70, No. 15 Chattanooga 54

Chattanooga re-kindled the magic of past NCAA
appearances with a three-point halftime advan-
tage before Wake Forest captured a 70-54 win.
Chris Brown (14) and Alphonso Pugh (13) led
the Mocs, while Chris Paul paced Wake with 20.

Wes Moore gets the Mocs into their offense in the 1997 first round against No. 17 Georgia. It was the first NCAA Tourna-
ment win since 1982 when that squad topped N.C. State. It also led to a Big Ten opponent in round two with this group
righting the Minnesota wrong.

2009 NCAA MIDEAST REGIONAL
Wachovia Center | Philadelphia, Pa.
No. 1 Connecticut 103, No. 16 Chattanooga 47

UConn took control early and never looked back.
Kevin Goffney led the Mocs with 15 points, five
rebounds and two steals. Stanley Robinson had a
game-high 24 for the Huskies.

2016 NCAA EAST REGIONAL
Wells Fargo Arena | Des Moines, lowa
No. 5 Indiana 99, No. 12 Chattanooga 74

The Hoosiers opened the second half hitting their
first five shots extending a nine-point halftime
advantage to 17 points, 60-43. The margin never
reached single digits again. Duke Ethridge led the
Mocs with 14 points most coming in a high-flying,
rim-rattling display. Yogi Ferrell had a game-high 20
points and 10 assists leading IU.

2022 NCAA SOUTH REGIONAL
PPG Paints Arena | Pittsburgh, Pa.
No. 4 lllinois 54, No. 13 Chattanooga 53

The Mocs controlled the game from the tip and
raced out to a 12-3 lead before holding a 33-29
lead at halftime. UTC continued to ride its upset
momentum and scored the first seven points of the
second half to extend the lead to 11, 40-29. Grant
Ledford knocked down three to put UTC up by five,
51-46, with 4:34 left in the game. The lllini scored
six-straight to grab its first lead, 52-51, with 45 sec-
onds. Malachi Smith hit a pair of free throws with
32 seconds to put UTC back in front, 53-52. lllinois
drew contact and connected on two free throws to
pull ahead 54-53 with 12 seconds. Smith’s potential
game-winner at the horn hit off the back iron.

UTCled the game for 38:31. Smith (12), Darius
Banks (8) and Silvio De Sousa (8) led the scoring.

CHATTANOOGA MOCS BASKETBALL 7

GOMOCS.COM




PROGRAM TIMELINE & @GOMOCSMBB

Jan. 13, 1913... Program Starts LINE-UE SCORES
all i . hla
The first official season of Chattanooga baskethall came in 1913, e fi P :
) ) Wheelsek, forward I €. ™ All-Starse. 14
There were teams from prior years that were comprised solely of Clark, forwsrd . ¢, 25 Enights of Columsbus, 15
freshmen. Football Coach Leslie Stauffer led the lads to a 7-7 mark. Redd, center U. &, 26 Univ, Kemtucky, 58
Mickholson, ganrd U, G, BY Univ. Tennesses, T2
The first official season of Chattanooga basketball came in 1913. Late (captain}, ganrd L. €., 4T Y. M. . A. Colts, 11

There were teams from prior years that were comprised solely of

1919 Lineup & Scores
freshmen. Football Coach Leslie Stauffer led the lads to a 7-7 mark. —

Bill Redd, 0.G.
“Original GOAT”

From the 1922 Moccasin Yearbook...

1st Win: Game 1, Jan. 13, 1913, 29-18 vs. local semi-pro team Tigers
1st Collegiate Win: Game 11, Feb. 18, 1913, 30-22 vs. Maryville

Bill Redd Chosen All-Southern Center
. Behold Big Bill Redd, peer of all basket-
\ ball players in the South! Not only has
-I= William Redd attained the highest honor
ever accorded a University of Chattanoo-
a undergraduate in athletics, but the
bulletin board bore evidence throughout
the year that he was one the men in the

University highest in class standing.

Jan. 14, 1916... Vols Spoil Gym Opening

The program’s history of opening a new basketball facility is one of
the few down spots. The UC Gym (pictured below) saw it’s first action
in 1916 with the Knoxville horde serving as the first visitors.

The season opener went to the bad guys 39-22, but it did not damp- !
en the spirits of those who finally had a home in the Scenic City. The
Vols later spoiled the opening of the Mocs current palace in 1982.

Feb. 20, 1919... Entering the Bill Redd Era

Although there are no differences in levels at this time in basketball
history, here is the first win over in-state rival Tennessee. The 27-22
win came in Chattanooga. UC won five of the first nine meetings from
1913 through 1925. The year 1919 brought the start of the Bill Redd
Era. Redd was the program’s first GOAT. He'ss pictured on the right &
more of his story told to the right of his snap.

When William took his team to Atlanta
- for, mind you, he is not only center on
the team, but student coach and captain
besides - the sporting writers did not
think them worthy of much notice. But
a week later, when our basketball team
had won their way into the last few,
the men who had not noticed stopped to
marvel, and they topped it off by a unan-
imous choice of Big Bill Redd as the best
basketball center in the South during the
1922 season.

Jan. 18, 1922... Redd Beats Vols at the Buzzer

Buzzer-beaters are not an every day occurrance. To find the firstin
school history is a feather in a researcher’s cap. But it's made all the
sweeter when it comes against the rival of that day.

Bill Redd's full-court heave as the legend states marked the third of
five straight series wins over the Tennessee Vols. The one on Jan. 18,
1922 matched the previous year’s Feb. 15 winning
tally of 19-18.

Feb. 24, 1922... Tst Taste of SoCon Life
Chattanooga travelled to Atlanta for the Southern
Intercollegiate Tournament, later to be known, and
reqularly conquered by the Mocs mind you, as the
Southern Conference Tourney.

UCentered with a 6-4 record against a strong sched-
ule. Tennessee, Louisville and Vanderbilt were among
the Mocs victims during the reqular season. The

first SoCon Tournament foray came against a future
league advesary, the Furman Paladins. Chattanooga
roared to a 57-30 win in the opening round affair and
advanced to the quarterfinals the next night beating
Tulane. The run ended with current league member
Mercer, but it the stage for the progam’s emergence
as a regional power.

The program started in 1913 without a home. The University built UC Gym in 1915 which housed the program along with
a number of area locations into the ‘60s. Big games like the 1919 Tennessee win occurred at Memorial Auditorium or the
National Guard Armory. Later years Chattanooga High School and McCallie School hosted contests.
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William Cooper Redd

Loach Kedd, while n Seming, was snr ahle o |:=:-\.:.

basketball this e becavise o four JEres

the court. "I'w it ol rthe four vears Founc

an the All-Sauthern tean. "Muff =d” of his abil-
ir_u | |'|:.:..'|. With feur betier men returied from
laza VEAR, TEl busilt up a team to his king and pre
wnterd i, along with a hard schedule, o the Llni-
versily. The schedule was met, and Bill's rean
came uat the wcfor more than once.  Each vierasy
i win fromi “ome of the best teams in the Sourh.”
T herefore, Bedd turmed out o pood teasn.

Bill Redd made the permanent move to the bench full-time after completing his “player-coach” career in 1923. He was still
a renowned professional while coaching the Mocs from 1924 through 1928.

Birmingham-Southern came to town. The Mocs
were 8-3 entering the contest and laid in wait for
the Panthers. The 46-40 victory was not heralded
at the time as the historical nature of the win went
unnoticed.

However, it showed where the program stood prior
to scholarships and investment in the game took
over in the mid-30s limiting the highlights before
UCstepped up in 1959 committing to the sport.

Feb.. 24-26, 1932... Ist Conference Crown
1932 came along as the first full season under

{ireal Arc Dill H*_‘::-::- and 'J:'l."\-'l‘:-- g
Even With Title in Migsissifii

WYWoaller,

nelley, Clinges. Haley,

Thxie Conference Champlons

Under 122 vaelage of Coach Ilumps Philps, 122 a5 ediisos ol il Do raily ol Cliab a-

1 Mlaceasi e wan the firee Digss Conferencs askseocll Championship.  Lasisg

Beg wme mame pams ne dhe 5 L CL ehaps, CGenrpiag, the Bloe and Ca0d bpskersers defeaped ber
ver, izt pps end Plaward e ahe marnsmeen o Baomiagham m beiuge leone fhe baeen, Thoss
awarded letters ot the cloes af che season were: Coprain Matuser Coprain-clorr Halhsch, Don-

aud Ellis,

before a quarterfinal beatdown of Virginia Tech. It
looked all over late in the semifinals.

Mercer led our heroes 19-11 with six minutes
to play. Considering the squad mustered just 11
points over the entirity of action did nor bode well.

Someone forgot to tell it to the scrappy band. The
Bears saw a runaway train blow by as Chattanooga
shot past their Macon-based foes 13-0 over those
final 360 seconds to move to the finals.

Mississippi A&M, now Mississippi State, awaited in
the finals. The Mocs could not muster the previous
days magic to make another comeback falling to
the then-named Aggies.

Jan. 19, 1924... Buzzer Beaten

The Mocs best chance to beat the vaunted
Kentucky program came in 1924. The roaring 20s
indeed for the program with Bill Redd settled
firmly in the coaching chair after his collegiate
status ended.

Redd’s squad had Kentucky on the ropes. Clinging

i . to a one-point led in the final possession, UK need-

S : ed a miracle and got it with the first buzzer-beater
' e apes e me il oss for UC.

i e e L D Feb. 6,1930... Live Life 100
Feb. 26-Mar. 3, 1923... Run to 1st SoCon Final

Humpy Phillips. He took over after 13 games in
1931 when Harold Drew departed for Alabama as
assistant football coach joining the staff of former
UCmentor and future Hall of Famer Frank Thomas
before taking over on the capstone sidelines in
1947.

But we're here to discuss Phillips leading the Mocs
to their first league crown, the 1932 Dixie Confer-
ence Tournament. The three wins in the tourney
completed the season on a six-game win streak and
13 of 15 as the program won a then-school record
16.

It started with the Mercer Bears. The reqular season
ended with two home wins over the boys from
Macon so why not start the postseason the same
way? A double-digit win in the quarterfinals led to
a hard-fought overtime win over Mississippi College
in the semis.

That set up a final with in Birmingham with local
quint Samford. Nip-and-tuck was an apt term
capturing the one-point, 40-39, championship tri-
umph. Jim Haley (write up below) earned first team
All-Dixie honors with Ollie Ollinger netting second
team consideration.

The Mocs pivoted into the 30s with a new coach - -

t the helm. Football assistant. as it worked back Jima Haniw, i ieard
The 1923 season opened with yet another win at the helm. Football assistant, as It worked bac Haley, the "fightin'est” guy on the foor,
over Tennessee and added GeorgiaTech to winning "™ the day, Harold Drew manned the top courtside | wrked with Charlie Jike a brosher (he should
ledger. Losses came to national power Wabashang €1l as history came to pass. il::_“'r‘,:t‘_:ll-_"-"':"! I::'_'f T ':',;'rullh‘." Hi L
regional stalwarts Vanderbilt and Kentucky. It took just 168 games for the program to get to sprred, Feght, 8 goed shot—hie s & goud foor

: f : : wan, Mo wosder b owas picked o the All-
That sent the Mocs to Atlanta with an 8-3 mark win N(_)' 100.That it came in an early rivalry game [Mie brans Waich ther beor and bis mabe
Georgetown (Ky.) went down in the first matchup made it all the sweeter. next year.
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ght Campaign Looms in Southern Loop
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This Season

occasins Annex Dixie Conference Basketball Title in__CruEtf Battle Friday

Feb. 18, 1933... Phillips & Charges Set Standard
It's not easy to know at the time something occurs
just how impressive it is. That's for people 20, 30,
however many years later to sort out. Sadly, it's
taken nearly 90 years for Humpy Phillips and the
1932-33 squads to get their due.

Phillips led the 1932 squad to the Dixie Conference
Championship and a third-place ending in 1933. The
conference title was previously unknown or at least
unshared through the age.

Another thing stands out at those two campaigns.
The Mocs went 30-16 (.652) playing top-flight

schedules against the best the South region had to
honor including wins over Georgia and Vanderbilt.

The 30 wins in two seasons stood as the best two-
year total in the program’s history for almost 30 year
when the Mocs won 32 games in 50 tries (.640) in
1961 and ‘62.

The Phillips era ended with an easy 50-38 win

over Mississippi College in the Dixie Conference
Tournament third-place contest. He departed after
the season as schools started adding hardwood
scholarships which UCwas unable to do at the time.

As previously noted, it took until 1959 to right that
and putting the program on even footing with
others in the region.

Pop Keyser took the reins of the progam for the 1934 sea-
son. He became the first alum to serve as head coach who
did not lead the program as an undergrad ala Bill Redd.

" CHATTANOOGA, TEXNESSEE, FRIDAY, JANLARY 29, 1982

| Jan. 4,1934... Keyser Era Starts
That’s kind of an unfair title. Pop

Three Vets— Tony, Vie, Eddie

Keyser was a popular figure as an
undergrad and then as asisstant

raniem.  [Ed
wnk prines, bl
il Colliry. Mosday Vi Mok (b Begle &

barl b Baks o planiveg & Pebing ooy Senr gums.
ta guibing il fhee el Brwlkn of Usa wwsr, b, 61
o .II- -I'-!-'"'h-' wroing, wed i FrETing

lamth pealn

bt Bmmaytl,
Nl boerw, pala, wy arew hred wElETRED of Comed Nempy Phillip” Mo
| " - i |

. IBSE FRRE'S Ieader, i hien el s Hhe
i mailos wibii e ke bwelk with @ vewery swer

L]

B i wvery Mosgps win this peas,  He bae been o Gsile off
Cap Tety Maluwk (]
Fremd b 6 redifcky e
8 Witk leaked are’u

j

foothall coach before taking over as
UCHead Basketball Coach.

| He had a tough act to follow in
Humpy Phillips with serious limita-
tions. The UC Gym opened in 1916,
but it’s court was not regulation. So
the nomadic Mocs utilized several
venues, mostly high school. It made
scheduling the top opponents Redd,
Drew and Phillips ably battled im-
possible to bring to the Scenic City.

UCnot only travelled around the

| city for home games, it was forced
to take on its toughest opponents
almost exclusively on the road.

His charges battled [ = -
well at their own Bﬂ"}ﬂm‘jm
level for the most oce

partand got road nl:;ﬁ Ilrlt“:h
wins at Georgia and B

Alabama. Keyser i R

7
3
i

was followed by .
Ben Boulware and

]
i

. il
another alum Billy '--':E ?-nu:h_:f-n-m,
. . B

0'Brien. The trio stma Lo i sl & vietars. |
| i WChEn,

spanned 26 seasons - ey e,
of moderate success — g
sharing the duties Py
of assistant football s o
coach with their iy et

hoops responsibil-
ities.

o.rt

Feb.13,1937... L3
Win at Alabama 1 of | S5t X0k
3 Against SEC ,':E E i
The 1937 season f.; 14
showed Keyser's i < g ¢ —
coaching chops. His | Jistasssge o SRE
squad went 6-11 -
against another i i i
stacked schedule. P
.

Three of those wins
came against the
SEC. The squad
claimed wins

at Georgia and
Alabama while clipping Vanderbilt in overtime at
home.

Big Bill Klein, a future NFL player, led the UC squad
at the time. He was second on the squad with 10
points with his interior play heralded in keeping the
Mocs competitive. Bill McMahan led the group this
night with 13.
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U.C. Moves Basket Ball Into Auditorium, Starts Season Ticket Sale

[ TP Mar. 1940... 0'Brien Doubles Up on Honors

L Billy 0'Brien was the consummate Moc. He’s the
firstin school history to have multiple first team
all-league berths finishing All-Dixie Conference in

1939 & 1940.

1942-45... Program Disbands for WWII

The world was at war. All able-bodied men anwered
the call. It was a matter of honor for many. It hit

the pause button on several industries including
collegiate athletics.

| It had an extra impact on Chattanooga basketball.
Heac Coach Perron Shoemaker’s return to private life
1 | from the military took him beyond the 1946 season
8l | when the Mocs re-took the floor.

Decorated alum Billy O'Brien stepped into Shoe-
maker’s role as assistant football coach and directed
the hoops squad to a 10-5 record, it’s first winning
mark since Humpy Phillips departed following the
1933 campaign and only one until 1959.

Shoemaker came back for the 1947 season before
giving way to 0'Brien again the following year.

Billy 0'Brien served the program with distinction. It
started as a player as noted above and continued on the
bench as head coach for 8+ seasons.
Mar. 4, 1938... Epic Comeback Advances UC
rebunnas i | TheMocs season looked over at halftime of the

i ™ .04 | Dixie Conference Quarterfinals. After an upset of
: Mercer in the opening round, Rhodes looked to
halt UCadvance.

It certainly felt good at the midpoint of the contest
leading 32-17. A cakewalk into the semis, and a
date with Mississippi College awaited.

That plan went awry. Chattanooga came back from
15 down to claim a one-point victory, 48-47. The
Mocs didn’t have the depth to make it through

Toials .30 r.:ul 5 three straight days, but this epic comeback cer-
M = Tima Sesrs. — Baurhweateen, tainly stands out in the school annals.
s 1 O ek, L linien B

Ronbn Letiehe o e s & Feb. 3,1939... Cardiac Kids Return
- — Another fantastic comeback from Keyser's
never-say-die unit. Trailing Milsaps by 13 with 10
minutes to play, the Mocs stormed back. It was

an impressive display coming from behind for the -
39-38 victory. George Carden was the first prolific scorer in UC history. He
was the first to reach 300 points in a season doing it twice

in 1949 and 1950.
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1948-50... The George Carden Show

George Carden was the first mark to eclipse the
300-point mark in a season. He did it in 1949 with
313 and again the following season with 319.
Carden ended up with a school-record 929 points.

Feb. 25, 1958... University Makes Commitment

The Mocs complete the 1958 season with a win over
Maryville, but there was a larger victory. After going
9-58 over four seasons, University leaders decided
the time had come to add scholarships.

That decision coupled with the addition of Tommy
Bartlett as head coach with no football duties.

It provided a new focus that paid immediate
dividends.

Jan. 13, 1959... Davidson Cleans at Record Pace
Shooting wasn't as pinpoint in this era of basket-
ball. It kind of shows in the immense numbers of
rebounds recorded. Regardless, this was a perfor-
mance for the ages.

Carmon “Hump” Davidson (pictured center right)
controlled the glass against North Alabama. Shots
went up, clanged off the iron, caromed against the
glass and joined the ever-increasing total for the
junior transfer.

Davidson ended up with 30 setting the standard

Carmon Davidson is one of the best rebounders in school

history. He holds school records for season avg (14.9 rpg),

career avg (13.1) & boards in a game (30).

for rebounders to come. He became the first to
top 300 in a season with 313 in 1959. A total only
accomplished nine times by just seven Mocs from
1959-2014.

Call

Tommy Bartlett talks to his lineup during the rebirth of Chattanooga basketball. The addition of scholarships & commit-

o
nall-College Meet \

ment to build an on-campus home provided the spark. His four seasons on the bench included the programss first NCAA
Tournament berth. He left to become freshman coach at Tennessee before a head coaching stint at Florida.

Jan. 3, 1961... Perfection in Narrow Victory

North Alabama came to town to open the New Year.
It took a record performance to come out with win
No. 6.

That record wasn't just a school mark, it set as a
standard nationally as well. The Mocs hit 26 of 26
from the charity stripe winning by a mere four
points, 70-66. The squad made 35 in a row over a
three-game span.

It started a strong run to the end of the reqular
season which for the first time in school history
included a major event. The the started a 12-3 run
and the headline atop this page.

Mar. 10-11, 1961... st Trip to the Dance

It didnt take long for the scholarship additions to
take hold. Two years of scholarship recruiting led

to the first of 16 NCAA Postseason appearances in
school history.

Armed with a school-record 17 wins in the regular
season, the Mocs made the trip through Nashville
to Clarksville and Austin Peay joining their hosts,
Belmont Abbey and Kentucky Wesleyan for the
NCAA Small College South Central Regional.

Tommy Bartlett’s crew did not disappoint in the
opening round 77-69 loss to Austin Peay. They
battled the home crew to the end. The third-place

Uﬂ AUSTIN PEAY |
MEET INT0 TOURNEY|

‘:Eaﬂh at 1I] Tonight. in
NCAA Regional Small

' College Cage Meet

University of Chattanooga|]
Moecasing left Thursday for|
Clarksville, Tenn,, where, start-|
ing tonight, they take part in|
their post - seasmom baskecthall
meet fince ithe Southern AALT
Ie'l.rent in 1048,

PR

P

Cl A
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KENTUCKY NATIVE
WILL GOAGH M0cS

Former Louisville Star
Is Chosen to Replace
Tommy Bartlett

JIM RYAN
' Leon ‘I'Ed a Kentuckian who
baskelball under the
famed Peck Hickman at the Uni-
of Loutaville, Friday was
the task of gulding Unlver-
of Chattanooga CcAgers
through fthe ioughest scherule
Mocmen have ever faced. ,
S A
1

aof &
basketball squad, ending
gearch - which

C

R
lasted several
months and which saw a great|n
number of applicants for the|l

post.
The tall, soft - spoken Ford

= |

high school field. For the past
geven seasons he was at Robert
annually had his teams wup
among the best in the Capstons |
Biate,
His seven-year record at Robert
E. Lae was 141-50. i
Ford, Introduced to members of |
|the press by UC President Dr.
|Leroy Martin and Athletic Direc-|
tor A. C. (Serappy) Moore, said |
“I am to have the opportu-|
| nity to coach in the college flald.
1 consider it & challenge.”
Moore later re
|doubl that it woild be a chal-|f
lenge when he revealed the 19462-
43 Chattanooga baskethall
achedule. "It by far la the
teughest we've ever had” hel
said.
1| Tha 2-game slate, which begins
b Dee. 1, inclodes Southeastern
Conterence members Auburn and
- | Alabama, Ohis Valley Conference
f|powers Tennessee Tech, East

=

 —

comres here after 10 years in the i

game the next night was a rough go of it with
Kentucky Wesleyan.

Joe Pollock starred for the weekend. He averaged
nearly 20 points per game including 31 points

i and 22 rebounds in a monster effort against KWC
L4

earning all-tournament honors. Ron Peeples
topped the 400-point mark for the season, a first
in the program.

| Mar. 1961... Carter Among Nation’s Sharpest

Shooters

Charles Carter made opponents pay for fouling
him during the Mocs magical season. He ranked
third in the nation making 90.1 of his free throw
attempts.

1961-62... Return Trip to Dance Denied

[t was a bitter pill to swallow for the Chattanooga
program. A 15-win season was not enough to get
back into the postseason.

The 15-10 mark included five losses to “large”
college programs outside the parameters of the
small college section committee. The Mocs nearly
knocked off then OVC-power Tennessee Tech on
the road and had an exemplary season by all
accounts without the postseason validation.

The end of the campaign also saw the end of

|| the Tommy Bartlett Era. His 57 wins over four

campaigns was the most over such a time span
until successor Leon Ford fashioned 58 wins from
1968-71.

Dec. 4, 1962... OVC Champ Goes Down

The Leon Ford Era started with a bang. After
opening with a 40-point win at home over Bryan,
he took his crew to Cookeville.

Tennessee Tech's 1963 turned out to be pretty
special. The Golden Eagles won the OVC and went
to the NCAA Division | Tournament for the second
of their two trips all-time. But that didn’t impress
the Mocs early on.

Ford’s crew toppled TTU in overtime with the 81-
77 triumph. It was part of 13-8 start that ended

- Tennessee State, Middle Tennes-
see State and ng !hulﬂltﬂ;!
| top independen lorida :
Also on tap as Moccasin foes
[lare old rivals Tennessea Wesley-
‘an, Carson-Newman, Oglethorpe,

tough with three close losses to small college
programs and two DIs which accounted for around
half of the season Ls.

Joe Pollock had an amazing 1961 NCAA Tournament per-
formance averaging nearly 20 points per game earning
all-tourney honors.

Wayne Steele scored a freshman-record 323 points to lead
the 1963 team. He was a local product from right down
the street at Central which was where McCallis sits today.
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Leon Ford & Athletic Director/Head Football Coach Scrap-
py Moore look over the plans for what became Maclellan
Gym during Ford's tenure.
Jan. 16, 1963... Mocs Take Down Rival in 30T
Chattanooga and Oglethorpe had a tumultuous
relationship in the 60s. It stands to reason with the
nickname Stormy Petrols to live up to.

[t was a battle from start-to-finish...and finish...and
finish. Both defenses played as stingy with the score
tied at 47 after the second overtime. The Mocs were
done trifling.

They maintained their defensive, escalated actually
at that end, while finding a scoring touch that was
elusive through the first four sets. Chattanooga
went 14-0in the third OT period to pull away with
the 61-47 triumph.

Jan. 4, 1965... School-Record Scoring

Never before and not since have the Chattanooga
Mocs matched their scoring numbers this night.

The Mocs ran up 136 points blowing out the Dayton
group by 43. The Mocs topped 100 four times during
the season and bettered 80 15 times.

Feb. 20, 1965... Barnett Boxes Out Blue Raiders
Larry Barnett turned in one for the ages in the last
Mocs home game played off campus. OVC member
Middle Tennessee came to town looking to avenge
Chattanooga’s 91-68 runaway win in Murfreeshoro
the month before where Barnett totalled 30.

rebounds on this day. Those numbers came in a
24-point triumph, 101-77. Just think of the totals
if it were a close game where he needed to play
major minutes.

March 1965... Barnett Earns st National Honor
All-American. Larry Barnett earned the first such
honor with a fabulous 1965 campaign. He led Leon
Ford’s squad to a 16-10 mark and did it in record
fashion amassing 580 points. The 22.3 ppg average
is third-best all-time behind Wayne Golden (22.7)
and Walter McGary (22.5).

Dec. 4, 1965... Maclellan Gym Opens

A rookie roster got to open the newest facility on
Chattanooga’s campus. Maclellan Gym was the
next step toward establishing the program’s place
on the hardwood. The Mocs went 171-49 (.777) in

Chattanooga finally got its home in December 1965 when Maclellan Gym opened its doors.

[t's obvious he was too much for the Blue Raiders
to handle. He recorded 28 points and grabbed 29

e i

Big Mac.

Dec. 12, 1966... Snatching Victory from Jaws of
Defeat

The Chattanooga Mocs travelled northwest to
Murfreeshoro to square off with Middle Tennessee’s
Blue Raiders.

MTSU jumped out to 105-99 lead in the extra period
and firmly in control. Dick Maxwell scored a basket
then two free throws before Dick Sander made two
more charity tossess to knot it up at 105-all.

Sander made the winning play. His steal and then
give-and-go on the fast break finishing at the
basket with four seconds remaining. The home
team did not have time to tie in a thrilling 107-105
ending.

Larry Barnett’s impressive 1965 campaign was the best to date in school history. He earned Little All-American status as
an honorable mention scoring a record 580 points. This senior year is one of the best seasons in the history of the school
missing the school game rebounds mark by one grabbing 29 against Middle Tennessee pictured above.
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Sept. 7, 1967... Andrews Paves the Way for Others
to Follow

History was made on this date. Coach Leon Ford an-
nounced the addition of the first African-American
scholarship student-athlete to the roster. Andrews
set quite the standard as well. He scored 1,000
points and helped lead his teams to the most wins
to that date in any 4-year period for the program.

Feb. 3, 1968... Derksen Unique Buzzer-Beater
There are games when a team survives. Then there
are games where they SURVIVE.

The Mocs led by seven, 70-63, with 2:23 to play
and in firm control. They went cold, while the hosts
stormed back. A Gamecocks free throw with 23
seconds left knotted the score at 70.

There may not be a more spectacular finish in Mocs
history. There were still jump balls in game at the
time and with one second left, the tip came to Larry
Derksen who quickly “fired the stunning shot” that
claimed the win. The full story from the opponent’s
point of view is on this page.

Mar. 6, 1968... Bryan Nets All-American Honor
And then there were two. Three years after Larry
Barnett claimed the first All-American honor in
program history, Chattanooga native David Bryan

grabbed the second.

Grabbed is the operative term as Bryan set a school
record with 319 rebounds to go with 464 points. It
was an impressive display from start-to-finish for
the man they called “Camel”.

The article above lists the award as AP Little
All-America third team. The term “little” covered all

teams outside of Division .

Dec. 14, 1968... 1st of Many In-Season Titles
The Mocs have an enviable record in reqular-sea-
son tournaments. This was the first of more than
40 titles playing in-season events.

The squad traversed to Augusta, Ga., beating Pied-
mont 88-62 on the first day and Georgia South- ~ [§* *
western 80-63 the next capturing the Augusta

Invitational trophy.
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CHATTANOOGA (AP)—The
University of Chattanooga has
awarded an atheletic scholar-
ship to a Negro player for the
first time, basketball coach
Leon Ford said yesterday.

Ford said the scholarship
was given to Greg Andrews,
of Covington, Ky. The univer- |
sity basketball team had a
Negro player last season, but
he was not on an athletic
scholarship.

Greg Andrews ‘71 is the first African-American student-athlete in Chattanooga Mocs history. He came to the Scenic City
in the 1968 recruiting class heavy on Cincinnati-area players. Andrews is oneof two 1,000-point scorers from that class

which won 58 games, the most by a single group to that point in school history.

Dick Sander capped an amazing 8-0 run to complete an
0T at Middle Tennessee December 1966.

parently solved the J5U press,
and Chaltanooga regained the
Jead wilh §:35-lef: on a res-
paint play by David Bryan, a
64 juniqr.

With 2:23 lefl, the Mocs ap-
parently had it wrapped up
with a #0-63 ]E-Ild bkt the Jax-
men eame battling back and
Gary Angel, with 23 seconas
remaining, hit a free throw
for & T0-10 Ge.

Thal set the stage for the
dramatle, still unbelievable
finish,

Bryen poured in-31 painls to
lead Chatianvoga while Harold

[First Athletic Scholarship
Awarded to Negro f'.":r;rer
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Mar. 7, 1969... Bryan Doubles Up

David Bryan picked up as a senior right where he
left off as a junior. Unsurprisingly, he picked up
another All-American honor to go with it.

Bryan set an absolute standard no other Moc has
matched in the program’s history. He's the only one
to top 1,000 points and 1,000 rebounds for their
career.

He left with a then school-record 1,648 points
and what remains the standard 1,059 boards. He
and Walter McGary are the only Mocs to top 300
rebounds in multiple seasons.

Dec. 1,1969... Ist Game with New Name

Between 1969 and 1970 a significant moment came
for the University. The University of Chattanooga
merged with the University of Tennessee system. It
joined UT Knoxville and UT Martin on the systems
athletic landscape.

The first UTC campaign came with a 12-12 ledger. It
was a hard-fought one with half of the 24 contests
ending within five points or less (7-5). Those lessons
learned led to a strong 1971 season.

Mar. 2, 1971... 18 is Not Enough

The Mocs 1970-71 season was one of the best in
school history. The squad set a new school record
with 18 winsas a special group of seniors completed
the best four-year run by a senior class. Its certainly
a bittersweet one looking back.

Eighteen wins. It did not merit NCAA postseason
tournament play. Two of the five losses came to DI

Still Not Plt'ased
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6-game win streak captur-
ing 10 of the last 11 overall.
One bit of solace, the slate
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May 30, 1972... Shumate Fra
Announced

The 13th coach in Chattanooga
Basketball history was announced
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ground running, literally. His teams
were known for their pace and flair.

The next five seasons were the final of the DIl era.
Shumate made the absolute most of them with

a national championship, a national runner-up,
school record wins four different times, four trips
to the NCAA Tournament and the first No. 1 rank-
ing in school history.

Mar. 6, 1973... 1st NCAA Tournament Win

The 1973 squad opened the season with seven
straight wins and never looked back. A season-re-
cord 19 wins ended with the first NCAA postseason
triumph in school history.

The Mocs took control of the game in the first

two minutes and rolled to a 13-point win, 99-86,
over Transylvania. Mike Snow was the top point
scorer with 20 points just ahead of freshman Kevin
Gray’s 19. Ralph Simpson earned a spot on the
all-tournament team with his strong play over the
weekend.

[t came in the third-place game after a narrow
67-64 loss to host Southeastern Louisiana in the
opener.

Guns Down Oglethorpe

Walter McGary had one of the best 3-year runs in UTC his-
tory ranking among the leaders in scoring & rebounding.

Ohio Native

Gets Post At
Chattanooga

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. (AP)
— Leon Ford, head basketball
coach at the University of Ten-
nessee at Chattanooga for 10
vears, has resigned and heen
succeeded by Ron Shumate, an
assistant for two seasons.

Ford, whose 1971 team set a
school record with 18 victories.
will become a full-time teacher
in the university's health and
physical education department
this fall.

Shumate, 32, will assume
head coaching duties imme-
diatelv. One of his first chores
will be to find a new assistani
coach.
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‘Chattanooga tops
‘basketball poll

* By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Coach Ron Shumate promised
last year to bring championship
_basketball o the University of
' Tennessee-Chattanooga, and
with three victorious outings last
week, the Moccasins have taken
“gver first place in the Assoclated
" Press college division poll.

* Shumate led the Moccasing to
4 921-8 season last vear, and so far
“ this vear, they're 13-1, with their
only boss at the hands of Middle
“Tennessee State University.
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Jan. 22, 1974... We're No. 1

It's not the promised mountain top just yet,

but Shumate’s promise to get the Chattanooga
program to national prominence received further
validation.

our heroes firmly fixed in the top spot. The squad
started the year 8-0 winning 17 of the first 18
games. It's the first recorded instance of a No. 1
ranking in school history.

Mar. 1974... Denied with Prejudice

Due to a technicality, a very weak political move
by a Pennsylvania outfit vanquished by the Mocs
during their great start, this team was not afforded
an NCAA postseason opportunity at 21-5. The
question came in the form of transfer reserve
Sylvester Davenport.

It was deemed that the reserve forward, who
provided quality depth at six points per game, was
far too vital to the squad. His absence, per people
who rarely if ever saw this team play, would make
this squad unworthy of the postseason. He had
“contributed materially to the team’s success’”.

At that time, transfers from different divisions still
had to sit out a year. While the Mocs were prepared
to play without Davenport in the postseason, they
never got the chance.

Chattanooga finished the 1974 regular season
ranked No. 2 in the college division.

Feb. 8, 1975... Signature Win
Yes, the program earned a No. 1 ranking. Yes, the
1st 20-win campaign was in the immediate rear-

Ralph Simpson scored 1,254 of his 1,400 career points over his final three seasons in blue & gold and well, white. He had a
career-best 504 points in 1972 averaging better than 19 points per game. It was the third-best total and average to that
point in school history.

Kevin Gray & Coach Ron Shumate during the rise to
national prominence. No. 1 ranking +/...National Champi-
onship finals +/...National Champions /.
view, but a major win against a DI opponent had

not occurred.

Wins over OVC teams like ETSU, Middle Tennessee
and Tennessee Tech had become old hat. In fact,
those opponents quickly stopped scheduling the
Mocs in the ‘70s.

But a nationnaly-prominent DI? It was still lacking
until this date. As on a December night 40+ years
later, the Mocs got that signature win in pen in
Dayton, Ohio, 78-73.

A superlative 30-point effort from Wayne Golden

M was supported by William Gordon’s 18-point, 10-re-

bound double-double.

Chattanooga led throughout until late when teh
FLyers made a furious charge to tie it 64-all. The
Mocs did not wavor and led by three, 74-71, with
just over a minute to go.

Golden’s impact was felt on both ends this night.
The Flyers got a steal and looked to close within
one, but Golden swooped in “pounded the layup
down, and Dayton’s last chance with it"

Feb. 7, 1976... Dayton Redux
The Flyers owned a win over No. 18 Florida State

| and near upsets of No. 6 Notre Dame and No. 15

Cincinnatiin UD Arena. That didn't intimidate the
visiting Chattanooga band.
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U C Cagers National Champmns1r

route to the final four in Evansville, Ind.

A comfortable nine-point win over Eastern lllinois,
which beat Chattanooga 53-50 in the regular sea-
son finale. Puget Sound beating Old Dominon in
the other half gave an unheralded group stading
in the Mocs path.

It was a tall group from Washington. The giants
prevailed 83-74 sending a determined group

" back to the Scenic City. Just how determined was
proven 365 days later.

July 1,1976... Officially Join SoCon

| The Southern Conference expanded by three with
| Chattanooga joined by Western Carolina and

| Marshall. The trio were considered probationary
members in 1976-77 with full membership

4 ‘ﬂ coming in 1977-78.

Mar. 1977... “Rocky Top” Reached
Long before the sacred Tennessee words “Rocky Thrill of "r"i["[vr_}ﬁ'
Top” were annexed by our sister school in Knox- ;

A cheering reowd fiffoends Thrryl Yarbrough of he

Gary Stitch was part of the Louisville invasion. Louisville,

Ky, prep stars dominated the Mocs starting lineup & ville, it Xvas pIayed,i trumpeted, e.tc. in Chatta- Em-.- _;: T.'.':.'mmr"tn{:::linw M.:mh:‘_ ‘“L'ﬁ
roster overall during the mid-to-late ‘70s. nooga. “Rocky Top” was the moniker Coach Ron :;mmgpm-lrll-u 1uc. take the NCAS Livaion : ||1 | bl

. . . EwediTe ' 1 I'LI'I;f = '

It didn't have to be a narrow two-point triumph, 65-  Shumate used in talking about the NCAA title. Sarundny ugu“.'ﬁ'i?nhﬁﬂf. TR S,

63. The Mocs were very much in control. Then they
weren't. Four straight one-and-ones went empty
and six of eight free throws were off the mark down
the stretch.

The winning points came off the fingertips of Fred
Rayhle from nearby Cincinnati. He connected on
both ends of a 1+1 with 14 seconds to go. Rayhle
almost went from hero to goat missing both tries
with five ticks remaining. A Flyer prayer from 30 feet
went unanswered securing the win.

According to the Dayton Daily News, the squad
good-naturedly celebrated with chants of “we
choke”in the postgame locker room scrum.

Mar. 1976... NCAA Run Close but a Year Away
The Mocs rolled through the 1976 NCAA Tourna-

ment. The first three games were in Maclellan Gym Wayne Golden became the first 2,000-point scorer in school history ahead of classmate William Gordon. The duo com-
and saw winning margins of 28, 20 and 29 points en pined for 4,524 points together over their four years together with of 90-28 (.763).
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Southern Conference Adds
Western, Marshall, UT-(

The year before, the Mocs blitzed through the open-
ing three rounds by and average of nearly 26 points
per game. It was 16, nine and 24 points this time
around, the latter on the road ending a substantial
home win streak at North Dakota.

Sacred Heart, playing near their Connecticut home
in Springfield, Mass. was the first victim with a
finals win over Randolph-Macon from Virginia.
Wayne Golden earned final four MVP honors with
William Gordon joining him on the all-tournament
team.

July 1, 1977... Officially Join Southern Conference
The Mocs journey to DI ended on this date. The
program joined the Southern Conference which
high hopes on the road ahead.

The athletics department explored membership for
alarge part of the 70s considering the SoCon and
Ohio Valley Conference. In the end, the SoCon won
the race.

Nov. 24, 1977... 1st DI Game, Tst DI Win

The Mocs started the DI era with a win out-lasting
Louisiana Tech 66-64 in New Orleans. The Bulldogs
led early before the game became a back-and-forth
battle.

It was knotted at 64-all with the Mocs holding
for the final shot. Darryl Yarborough lifted it with
three seconds remaining. It came off the rim,
but Kevin Galbraith was fouled on the rebound.
His two free throws with a second showing on
the clock was the difference. The first clutch free
throws after the move up to DI.

Jan. 7,1978... 1st SoCon Win

Chattanooga pulled out to a big lead before
settling for an 80-70 win over The Citadel. It was
the first Southern Conference win in three tries for
the program.

The Bulldogs closed to as close as four with 1:17
to play beofre the Mocs scored the final six points.
Keith Parker led the way with 22 points.

Feb. 1, 1978... Brooks 1st to Top 35 in SoCon Game

Edsel Brooks was one of the top scorers of the early
DI era. He was the first to top 35 points in a league
gme scoring 36 on the road at Davidson. It was the
most in a SoCon game for the Mocs until Keith Nel-
son tallied 36 at Western Carolina 13 years later.

June 9, 1979... Amold Takes Over
Ron Shumate resigned in May. Murray Arnold

PROGRAM TIMELINE

. 1

Murray Amold Picked For UTC Basketball Job

The 1977-78 basketball Mocs were the first in program history

to take the court as a DI program.

Murray Arnold took over the Chattanooga bench in 1978.
He went 135-46 in six seasons. Arnold’s .746 winning
percentage is best in school history.

entered in June. The Mocs search committee
plucked the 41-year old Arnold from Mississippi
State University. He spent one year in Starkville after
excelling as head coach at Birmingham-Southern
(ollege.

Feb. 28-Mar. 7, 1981... All It Took Was One

The first SoCon Tourney win led to two more.

It started with a runaway win over VMI 89-63
followed by taking out Carolina entries Western
(arolina and Appalachian State. That led to a solid
performance in the NCAA Tournament before losing
81-69 to Maryland.

The win over Western in the semis was No. 20 on the
campaign. The first 20-win season of the DI era.

Feb. 8, 1982... Quick Trip to 20

Chattanooga hit the 20 win mark with an 80-50 win
atVMI. It was done in just 23 games which was the
first of three times this has happened at UTC.

[t was the second win of eight in a row to close out
the regular season and heading into the postseason.
It was part of 20 victories in 21 games before a
narrow defeat ended shy of the NCAA Sweet 16.
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Moccasins Make State Believe
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The 1982 squad came within a short shot in the paint of advancing to the Sweet 16 against No. 7 Minnesota. The Mocs

finished with 27 wins which tied the school record at the time.

Mar. 12, 1982... st NCAA Tournament Win

A statement as made in a 58-51 over N.C. State n In-
dianpolis. The Mocs are a premier DI program. Many
thought maybe a really good DIl would be a good
SoCon team, but this squad raised those standards.

Just a seven-point win right? This was a beatdown
from the start. The Wolfpack managed just 13 first-
half points. Chattanooga led by 20, 44-24, with just
over seven minutes to play.

Proud programs do no go quietly into that good
night and N.C. State certainly didn't coupled by
uncharateristicly weak free throw shooting making
it look closer than it appeared. This was much of
the same N.C. State team that won the NCAA title
ayear later.

Mar. 14, 1982... NCAA Run Ends Much Too Soon

It was a tragic finish for one of the strongest Mocs
seasons at 27-4. They took the seventh-ranked
Golden Gophers of Minnesota to the brink.

Willie White’s four years included three SoCon titles, three
NCAA trips and an NIT appearance. He ended it with the
most points of the Dl era at 1,969.

How close? A reported 24 inches. The Mocs led by
six, 56-50, in the second half with 9:21 left, but shot
just four shots the rest of the way trying to ice the
shot-clockless contest.

Minnesota led by the 62-61 margin in the final pos-
session. Willie White, who scored 22 points on 11-13
shooting, drove to the basket. He slipped the ball to
Russ Schoene who looked for his 22nd point from
just 24 inches out. His shot taken with two seconds
to play rimmed off & a frantic tip stayed out as well.

Chattanooga had to wait 15 years for that first
Sweet 16 appearance.
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Dec. 1, 1982... Welcome to the Roundhouse

A sold out brand-spanking new UTC Arena was un-
veiled in a hard-fought matchup with 14th-ranked
Tennessee. The fans 11,218 fans were treated to a
knock down, drag out battle that went into the final
seconds.

Chattanooga cut an 11-point deficit to just two, 51-
49, with 29 seconds to play, but could get no closer.
The Vols held on for the 55-49 win.

The game was considered to be the Gerald Wilkins
introduction according to reports. He led all scorers
with 20 and added three steals.

Dec. 18, 1982... High-Major Triumph

In the sixth Division | season, the Mocs earned their
first reqular season win against a“high-major”
opponent. It came against Mississippi State, 62-54,
in the Krystal Classic Championship game.

It ws tied 50-all with 2:55 left when Willie White's
15-footer put the home team up for good. Gerald
Wilkins and Stanford Strickland combined to make
eight free throws in the final 41 seconds for the
winning margin.

The win came between two near misses against
ranked opponents. After the one-point NCAA Tour-
ney loss to No. 7 Minnesota to end the prior cam-
paign, the Mocs made two good stabs in Decmeber
1982. The six-point loss to No. 14 Tennessee opened
the Roundhouse sandwiched the Mississippi State
win with a seven-point defeat at the hands of No.
17 North Carolina led by some Michael Jordan guy.

Mar. 1, 1983.. National Ranking Earned

The Associated Poll finally had one of the hottest
team’s in the country included. The Mocs were
22-3 and won 16 of their last 17 before entering
the Top 20 at No. 19.

Mar. 17, 1983... Heartbreak Strikes Again

The Mighty Mocs made their way to Houston with
another ACC opponent ahead in Maryland. Three
straight trips to the NCAA and three straight ACC
teams on the other bench with the Terps for the
second time.

(Chattanooga led by 12 at the break and as many as
13 in the second half. It was a nine-point advan-
tage with 3:56 after a Willie White basket.

[t was all Terps from there. Clinging to a one-point
lead, the pressure defense deflected the ball out
of bounds with six seconds to go. Like the year
before, it came down to the final possession.

Maryland looked to in bound to All-American Adri-
an Branch, but excellent defending kept him from
getting the rock. The Terrapins last option got the
ball. Len Bias ended up shooting from 15 feet and
found the bottom of the net for the crushing loss.

Apr. 1983... Season-Ending National Ranking

The program ended the 1983 season ranked No. 15
in the country. Despite the upset loss to the Terps,
the pollsters had no problem seeing the entire
ledger of excellence the 26-4 squad produced.

Nov. 27, 1981-Mar. 19, 1984... £ye-Popping Run
The best three years in school history is arguable.
The numbers don't lie, but there are A LOT of
choices that we narrowed down to three.

Gerald Wilkins finished his 3-year Mocs career before embarking on an impressive NBA run.

Russ Schoene was a 2nd round pick by Philadelphia in the
1982 NBA Draft. He played five seasons in the NBA before
going overseas.

There’s the final three campaigns of the DIl era
winning a national championship and finishing
runner-up in another. The overall record of 69-23
(.750) is nothing to sneeze at either along with that
10-2 (.833) postseason mark.

Then you look at 1992-94 with three straight SoCon
titles, NCAA appearances and a 72-21 (.774) mark
overall, 39-7 (.848) in the league.

The 5-year explosion from 1981-85 was special. Put-
ting the middle three years under the microscope
leaves little to the imagination.

>77-15(.837) overall

> 42-6 (.875) conference

> 15t NCAA DI Tourney Win

The way those seasons ended were almost as
impressive as the winning numbers above. This
has never been a program that believes in moral
victories, but the three losses show how strong the
program performed over those 844 days.

The one-point losses to No. 7 Minnesota and Mary-
land in NCAA Tournament play. Wins over N.C. State
before the Gophers matchup and in overtime over
Georgia in the NIT came before the heart-breaker
at Tennessee. Three postseason losses by a total

of four points. Chattanooga entered the national
landscape.
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Mack McCarthy is the longest-tenured and winningest

coach in school history. 12 years, one NCAA Sweet 16, five

NCAA Tournaments & one colorful, exciting tenure.

Mar. 4, 1984... Epic Fail
This entry is more to the letter of those words than
the spirit. In current jargon, epic fail is losing in a big
way. This falls more under a loss in possibly the best
game in SoCon Championship game history.

Chattannoga came back from a 15-point halftime
deficit. The squad was down four with 39 seconds
left before a four-point play from Gerald Wilkins got
them into OT. They overcame a three-point sentence
with 20 seconds to go in OT as a Eric Brown three
sent it to a second. Eventually injury and foul woes
had all five starters gone by the end of a 111-107
double overtime loss to Marshall.

Mar. 14-19, 1984... st Trip to the NIT

The Mocs followed the NCAA selection show closely
hoping to become the first SoCon school to earn

an at large bid. It was not meant to be, but the NIT
called and UTC answered. The NIT was pretty stout
in its own right with just 48 teams involved in the
NCAA Championships.

First up was Georgia which went to the NCAA Final
Four the year prior. The Mocs were forced into OT
by the Bulldogs before prevailing 74-69. That kept
them in the SEC at Tennessee five nights later. A
close game went to the home team in a 68-66
finish.

Mar. 15-24, 1985... Big Apple Plans fall Short
The Mocs won the reqular season SoCon title but
fell in the tournament semis. That meant another
postseason in the NIT.

Gerald Wilkins dominated Clemson in the first
round before an OT win at Lamar. A furious come-
back win over the Cardinals included a Eugene
Deal fullcourt pass to Wilkins for a buzzer-beating
turnaround jumper at the end of regulation. All
too often it is forgotten in the play itself, but that
basket capped a comeback from seven points
down, 74-67, with 1:19 remaining. Deal & Wilkins

B provided the blueprint for Duke and its iconic play

in the 1992 NCAA Elite Eight against Kentucky.

Then it was on to Louisville. The Cardinals, who
captured the NCAA crown a year later, held off the
Mocs 71-66. It came in the round of eight stopping
the Scenic City crew shy of a semifinal appearance
in Madison Square Garden.

Aug. 1985... Arnold Resigns/McCarthy Era Starts
On Aug. 8, Murray Amold resigned to head to the
NBA as an assistant for the Bulls. That led Chancel-
lor Dr. Frederick Obear and Athletic Director back
to the SEC assistant ranks with an awaiting Mack
McCarthy at Auburn.

Within three weeks, Obear and Wilkes announced
McCarthy. The Chattanooga Times alleged Roy
Williams was offered the job but balked when it
was insisted he keep the present coaching staff.

LAY |

James Hunter (left) and Cornelius Crank (right) after another win in the Roundhouse. This pic came during the 1986

The “highlight” of his introduction is one of the fun-
nier press conference stories all-time. McCarthy had
been on the road recruiting when he accepted the
position. In need of a coat for the press conference,
his wife Jean purchased a very nice blazer which

by happenstance was green. The McCarthys soon
learned how heated the rivalry with Marshall was.

Dec. 17-20, 1985... Champions of Mississippi

The Mocs had back-to-back games against the
Magnolia State’s SEC entries. Game 1looked to be a
lagher with the good guys down 19 late in the first
quarter in Starkville.

Zero high-major wins on the road since the move
to DI. Mack McCarthy’s squad felt that stat needed
to change. Down, 23-4 with seven minutes to go...
yep just four points in 13 minutes...the Mocs closed
the half on a 15-2 run to make it manageable at the
break.

Manage they did. Darry Ivery’s free throws with 1:15
provided the final, 48-47, as Chattanooga played
shutdown defense for the win.

Next up was Ole Miss in Birmingham. A much better
start led to a lop-sided Mocs win. It was close, 42-
38, early in the second half when Lance Fulse and
James Hunter powered a 22-5 stretch extending the
lead to a game-high 21, 64-43. It got no closer than
the final margin of 11, 89-78.

- . - J

season and highlights the consistent media presence in Chattanooga for the Mocs.
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Mocs Domlnate VMI
To Take SC Crown

Jan./Feb. 1987... App State Milestone Moments x2
First it was No. 100 and then No. 750 but the same foe was
there for both.

SoCon win No. 100 came in just 139 league contests. A 72-
69 win at Appalachian State clinched on Jan. 15. The return
to Chattanooga was evern sweeter with program win 750
on Feb. 9 by a 84-70 tally.

March 4-6, 1988... Magical March
A 5-0 start and 9-2 non-conferemce mark through Jan. 2,
including a win over Texas, had plenty of early optimism.
January and February were unkind.

The Mocs went 8-8 in SoCon play and tied for fifth in the
standings. That sent the crew to Asheville with the expec-
tations set a little lower outside the locker room. Somebody
forgot to share that with the guys inside it.

Lance Fulse, Benny Green and Morris Lyons led the Cinder-
ella run to Big Dance No. 4. First up was an 83-69 triumph
over Davidson. Top seed Marshall dropped next by the
narrowest of margins, 71-70.

Lance Fulse and the Chattanooga Mocs cut down the nets
in the 1988 SoCon Tournament. Fulse became the seventh
Moc to claim 300 rebounds in a season.

That set up the unlikely matchup of 5 seed UTCand
7 seed VMI after the Keydets blew past ETSU in the
semis. Green’s 16 led the way ina 75-61 Mocs win

as he was named MOP.

That turned into a NCAA date with top seed
Oklahoma. The Sooners used a first round win over
(Chattanooga to catapult to the final losing to Danny
Manning’s Kansas squad.

Feb. 17, 1990... Mocs Shoot the Lights Out

Derrick Kirce stepped to the free throw with 26
seconds to play in ultimately a 95-85 win at Western
Carolina. Kirce's two free throws proved to be the
92nd and 93rd points, but they came with the
greatest degree of difficulty. A bank went out as
Kirce made one of the two stalling the Catamounts
woes before the Mocs took a happy bus ride home
through the Smokies.

Derrick Kirce literally shot the lights out in Cullowhee
during the 1990 season.
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Threats’ Throws Thrill Thro

It s Mocs By Palr

Jan. 21, 1991... Bucs Stop Here
[t was a special night in the Roundhouse as a showdown of the 12th-ranked ETSU
Bucs and a Mocs squad on a 5-game win streak to start SoCon play.

It ended with a 76-74 triumph in front of 10,121 in the Roundhouse with Chatta-
nooga taking its usual perch atop the SoCon.

Derrick Kirce had a double-double with 32 points and 12 rebounds. Tyrone Enoch
dished out a then program-record 13 assists. LeVert Threats only scored eight due
to foul trouble, but the eight were huge with two big 3s and both ends of a crucial
one-and-one with four seconds left on the clock.

The 76-74 win was the program’s first over a DI ranked opponent.

Mar. 1, 1991... Go Long: Threats-to-Nelson
The fullcourt pass with seconds to play never works. The desperation try, that’s all it

—luﬁl'l-twl..mm

ENDCH SLIPS ONE BY MISTER JENNINGS
Moe (ruara Sels Mark For UTC Assisis

is. Well that was disproven
once by the Mocs when
Gerald Wilkins capped an

Nov. 30, 1990... Slide into History

The Mocs narrow 76-70 loss to Mississippi State is
not a memorable moment. So this one goes out to
our Sugar Mocs. They led the largest Electric Slide on
record at the time during halftime festivities. It was
certainly an “electric” night in the Roundhouse.

Dec. 28, 1990... Win No. 100 for McCarthy

The Mocs all-time winningest coach picked up
where his predecessors left off. McCarthy’s squad
beat San Francisco in the opening round of the Dr
Pepper Classic for win No. 100 en route to 243. He
was the fourth Chattanooga leader in a row to top
100 following Leon Ford, Ron Shumate and Murray
Arnold.

Ford was the first in school history to get there
reaching 126. Ron Shumate broke his former boss’
mark with 139 which stood as four more than
Armold (135) accumulated. The quarter combined
for a 643 of the program’s 1,341 victories.

improbable comeback bid
sending the 1985 NIT win at Lamar into overtime.
It happened again six years later.

Chattanooga entered the SoCon Tourney as one
of three co-champions in the regular season. It
matched up with 7th-seeded Western Carolina in
the opening round and got more than they bar-
gained for emphasized by the Catamounts taking
an 82-81 lead with three seconds to play.

LeVert Threats stepped to the baseline under the
Western basket. He lofted a full-court pass that
saw Keith Nelson leap above two Cats, gather, fall
away and swish.

LeVert Threats was a foundational piece in the Mocs
1990s resurgence. His name is littered through accounts
of the 1991 & "92 SoCon Regular Season Titles.
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Nov. 24, 1991... Season Opening Win vs. SEC
The Mocs opened the 1992 campaign on the road
against SEC member Mississippi State. The Mocs
hadn’t won on the road against that league since
Dec. 17, 1985. HAD.

Chattanooga went to Starkville and rolled to an
85-73 win. It came behind a colossal effort from
Keith Nelson.

Nelson collected 23 points, 14 rebounds and three
steals. The Mocs as a whole made 15 steals He
helped propel his squad from a 51-49 deficit to a
70-60 lead with no looking back.

Dec. 23, 1991... Early Christmas Present

The Chattanooga Mocs overcame a 12-point second
half deficit to defeat Southern Miss 72-67 in the
Roundhouse. The Golden Eagles led 43-31 early in
the second half when the Mocs went on an 11-0
run.

USM kept its lead however and never trailed for
close to 38 minutes. It was in control up 65-60
inside four minutes to go. It took 1:33 for all that to
unravel. LeVert Threats “followed” a missed Keith
Nelson free throw with 2:12 left.

The ball came out and Golden Eagles star Clarence
Weatherspoon got a hand on it but accidentally
tipped it in his own basket with the points credited
to Threats. Depending on which account you

read, Tennessee or Mississippi media, there was
something between a slight nudge or strong push
in Weatherspoon’s back that ended up with the ball
in the basket and “Spoon” out of bounds.

Defense was the key according to the postgame
reports. You can believe it as the home team rudely
held its guests to just two points over final 3:45.

Mocs end
streak
for ETSU

By Eally Hoolge
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Jan. 20, 1992... Bucs Streak Snapped

ETSU seemed invincible at home in the early 90s.
They had a 34-game home win streak heading
into this game, but that was squashed by a usual
nemesis.

LeVert Threats is a name that makes Bucs of that
era wince and with good reason. He went 5-6 from
3ptrange including one with 1:02 to go quelling
ETSU comeback hopes. Threats ended with 21
points & 11 boards.

The streak was the second longest in the nation.
The emphasis on that date certainly hit on “was”.

Feb. 1,1992... Triple First

There are special stat lines in every sport. Baseball
has the cycle, hockey and soccer the hat trick,
basketball has the triple-double.

There's a lot to be impressed by with the Chat-
tanooga Mocs history. Several players came and
went, but the first recorded triple-double came in
this date during season No. 73.

Kind of fitting it came from point guard Tim
Brooks. His 2-year career saw him leave as the
Mocs top assister and by his league player of
the year credentials suggest, he was one of the
South’s top performers over the 1992 and 1993
campaigns.

Tim Brooks recorded the program’s first triple-double
with 16 points, 10 rebounds & 16 assists in a road win at
Western Carolina in 1992.
The only question is why not at home Tim? He
turned the trick in Cullowhee, N.C., as the Mocs
cruised to a 98-83 triumph. Brooks ended with 16
points, 16 assists and 10 rebounds.

Mar. 1, 1993... Brooks, McCarthy Sweep Honors
For the second straight year, the Mocs swept the
Southern Conference’s top honors but for the first it
was consensus. |t was also the middle of a special
run from player side.

In 1992, The coaches and media agreed that Mack
McCarthy was Coach of the Year. The coaches noted
Keith Nelson as the Player of the Year, while the
media obviously didn’t pay close enough attention.

In 1993, there was no dissent. McCarthy and Tim
Brooks were consensus choices for the top spots.
A year later, fatigue kicked in voting for McCarthy,
while Chad Copeland made it three in a row for
Player of the Year.

Brooks, McCarthy Top Honorees
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Dec. 1,1993... Another Road Opening SEC Win
The Alabama Crimson Tide won 34 straight home
openers. Until this date in 1993. Chattanooga
cleansed that ledger with a defensive intensity.

The win was by 10, 67-57. It was the finish that was
definitive. Leading 59-57 with 2:04 to go and teh
Tide apparently rallying, the Mocs scored the last
eight points for a happy bus ride back home.

Chad Copeland (19) and Brandon Born (15) com-
bined for 34 points including 27 of the squad’s final
36. It was a huge victory over a group that included
future NBA performers in Jason Caffey, Antonio
McDyess, Roy Rogers and Eric Washington.

Feb. 12, 1994... T.0. Debuts

It was definitely the road not generally taken.
From walk-on basketball player to NFL Hall of
Famer, Terrell Owens made his hardcourt debut in
Lexington, Va.

Owens played the final 1:43 and scored two points.
Little did he know the heights he'd reach from this
humble start. Or maybe being good already with
the pigskin was enough.

In all seriousness, Owens played 38 career games
starting five for the Mocs on the basketball court
over three seasons (1994-96).

Feb 23, 1994... Perfect Home Schedule

14-0. The 1994 squad was perfect on its home
floor. It was the first time in the Roundhouse Era
Chattanooga kept a clean home ledger.

Nine of the 14 wins were by 10 or more points, but
there were a couple of nailbiters along the way.
ETSU came within two points of ruining the run,
while Southern Miss got within three. The Mocs
score 78 or more in every home outing.

[t was the eighth time in program history the
Mocs were undefeated at home, but came in the
second-most games. The previous? 4-0in 1919
(various), 9-0 in 1927 (various), 10-0 in 1959
(various), 9-0in 1965 (various), 13-0in 1974
(Maclellan), 16-0in 1977 (Maclellan) and 14-0in
1982 (Maclellan).

Mar. 3, 1994... Copeland Forms POTY Triumverate
First, it was No. 3 Keith Nelson earning SoCon Player
of the Year honors in 1992. That was followed by No.
10 Tim Brooks in 1993. It was thought in the presea-
son maybe a third straight transfer from Sullivan J.C.
would take the award in Gary Robb.

Terrell Owens made a huge impact at Chattanooga. He's known for his considerable skill on the football field reaching the
absolute apex of his profession, the National Football League Hall of Fame. He accepted the honor in the arena he loved
with the world watching him receive his gold jacket in the Roundhouse in 2018.
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Instead of a collegial flow, it was numerical. Chad
Copeland topped his teammate for the honor. While
the same school symmetry was gone, he still had an
interesting tie to Nelson and Brooks.

When Copeland arrived in Chattanooga, he took
Nelson’s No. 3. After Brooks graduated, he changed
to No. 10. The award was certainly woven into the
fabric of the program.

Dec. 29, 1994... Day of Reckoning

The Mocs blew an 8-point lead with 1:39 left at
Ohio State losing in overtime two weeks prior. This
time, the pupil became the teacher.

Liberty led our intrepid heroes 59-48 with 4:48

to go. Rodney Lemons three-pointers and stout
defensive effort got the Mocs back in the game. The
Flames scored just three points the rest of the way.

It took an unusual buzzer-beater for the win. Maurio
Hanson was always up to a challenge, but the lefty
hit the final shot with his right hand falling out of
bounds to his left earning a little string music and
the win.

Jan. 21, 1995... Road Record Recorded

It was the school record at the time and still stands
as the most points on the road by a Moc. To say
John Oliver was feeling it at Georgia Southern is an
understatement.

His 42 points included an unconscious 8-for-10
effort from 3pt range and 8-8 at the free throw

line. The performance broke open what was a close
game. There were 11 lead changes and 14 ties in the
first half alone.

An 18-9 run to open the second frame and 20-8

to end it secured the 89-70 triumph. Oliver's 42
bested the previous mark of 41 by Wayne Golden
in the March 15, 1976 NCAA Quarterfinals win over
Nicholls State.

Mar. 5, 1995... Destiny Strikes in Asheville

The Mocs won three straight SoCon Tournament
crowns from 1981-83. Just a box of doughnuts
worth of years later, they completed the trifecta
again (1993-95).

The third was not easy, but it was surely satisfying.
The 63-61 title triumph over Western Carolina
included a 16-point second half comeback with
two Marcus Watkins 3pt baskets down the stretch
proving key.

This a nerve-wracking tourney run for the Mocs
and their fans winning the three games by a
combined eight points.

Jan. 6, 1997... Aha Moment Turns into Sweet Run
From Nov. 28, 1995-Dec. 29, 1996, the Mocs
looked anything but their usual SoCon dominating
selves. They went 19-19 and the memory of five
straight regular season trophies and three tourney
versions were in the rearview mirror. That is
outside the locker room.

The week-long soul searching after a Dr Pepper
(lassic loss to Canisius turned ugly for the opposi-
tion. An 11-game winning streak ensued with an
eye-popping +20.2 scoring margin. It included
30+-point wins over Wofford (37), at Furman (36)
and ETSU (30).

Chattanooga won the South Division with an 11-3
mark. The 72-66 win at The Citadel was the only
one inside double digits, while the three losses
were by one, two and three points, all on the road.

PROGRAM TIMELINE

helped lead the 1997 squad to the NCAA Sweet 16 before
becoming its first NBA 1st Round pick.

It had to go to OT and the Herd held a 70-69 lead

in the final moments. Johnny Taylor rose for the

winning basket but he was off the mark. Never fear

with Chris Mims near. He rebounded the errant

effort and laid it in with three seconds to go for the

win.

What a week it was with Taylor making it four
SoCon Player of the Year awards in six. It couldn’t
get any better right?

Mar. 2,1997... Run to 1st SoCon Final

After blowing through the reqular season, it was,
per usual, tougher sledding in the tournament.
A 84-62 opening win over VMI was followed by a
77-70 triumph in the semis over Davidson. That
brought heated rival Marshall.

Mar. 14, 1997... 2nd DI NCAA Tournament Win
Not many people gave the Chattanooga Mocs a
chance to make waves in the NCAA Tournament.
Tagged with a 14 seed, our heroes were sent to
Charlotte with a date with Georgia. The two school
were 1-1 in their postseason history with both
games coming in the NIT.

By CLIFF NEHRTERS
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PROGRAM TIMELINE

The Mocs were in no mood to haggle scoring the
game’s first 15 points and leading by as much as 20,
39-19. The Bulldogs made a counter-offer whittling
to within one with 1:06 to play.

The lead was three with 2.7 seconds to play coming
out of a timeout. Georgia had the ball at midcourt
and a chance to tie. Coming out of the huddle,
Coach Mack McCarthy was heard asking press row
with a laugh, “So what do we do now"?

His team gave him the answer holding off the Bull-
dogs and sending Chattanooga to the second round
for the second time in program history.

Georgia Coach Tubby Smith was gracious in the
postgame saying “l don't its so much what we didn’t
do, as what they did. Greatly. You shoot the ball well
at this level, you can win a lot of tournaments.”

Mar. 16, 1997... Sweet 16 Baby! (Dick Vitale voice)
Chattanooga concentrated on the now...stayed

in the moment...cliche, cliche, cliche. They heard
IIlinois celebrate pre-game after Providence upset
Duke setting up an easier path to the Final Four for
the lllini.

Careful what you wish for because the Mocs were
not more excited about playing the Friars. In round
one, we shot the lights out. To go to the Sweet 16 it
was unsweetened defense.

The tight affair was put into lockdown over the final
10 minutes. One baset and six free throws was all II-
linois was allowed to muster. Behind Chris Mims' 12
rebounds, the Mocs dominated the boards 39-21 for
the 12-point win with the final margin coming after
ameaningless lllini three in the final moments.
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Mar. 21, 1997... Cinderella Tag Shi
(hattanooga’s storybook run trekked to Birming-
ham with a Sweet 16 meeting with the 10th-seed-
ed Providence Friars. It was a Cinderella matchup
with either the first 14 seed EVER to move on to
the Elite 8 or the first 10 in six seasons.

[t was not a perfect 10 for the Mocs with a 71-65
loss. The Friars thought the game was over after
coming out of a 51-51 tie with 7:56 left with a
15-2 run. The good guy valiantly scraped but

ended six points shy of continuing
nation’s attention.

fts North
Tim Duncan. C
Johnny Taylor.

three months
of Fame coach

capturing the

~ FLORIDA

TODAY

SPORTS

June 25, 1997... Taylor Made for st Round

selected in the first round of the NBA Draft.

Taylor’s Chattanooga career resulted in unprece-
dented heights reaching the NCAA Sweet 16 just
sent the card to the podium making Johnny the

17th selection.

His career included a stop in Denver with the Magic

hauncey Billups. Tracy McGrady.
Just a sampling of the world’s best

prior. His name was called when Hall
Chuck Daly and the Orlando Magic
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college baskatball

Morton scores 50 for Mocs

Nov. 15, 1997... Moore Sets School Mark

It was quite the day for point guard Wes Moore.
The point guard was well-known for his ability to
manage a game along with the ability to knock

S8 down a shot when needed. He felt REALLY needed

this night.

Moore drilled 9-of-11 from beyond the arc scoring
a then-Roundhouse record 33 points. The nine
treys shattered previous marks for 3pt made. He
even found time to carrol seven rebounds. Isaac
Conner added 15 points, eight boards and seven

W assists.

Dec. 23, 2000... 7st High Major Win of Century

AW [t was a runaway 84-70 win over the visiting

Chattanooga alum Johnny Taylor ‘97 soars to the hoop for
the Orlando Magic which selected the SoCon Player of the
Year in the 1997 Draft’s first round.
and Nuggets trading him back-and-forth in 1999
and 2000. His playing career moved overseas and
lasted until 2013 when he returned to his home-
town and served in a player personnel role for the
Mocs over the 2013-14 campaign.

Aug. 2, 1997... McCarthy Resigns

Coach Mack McCarthy resigned on this date with a
school-record 243 wins. It also tied for the most in
the Southern Conference at the time with former
Maryland Coach Burton Shipley. McCarthy’s 12
seasons included six reqular season titles plus two
more division while winning five tourney crowns.
There were five trips to the Big Dance with the re-
cent Sweet 16 as the highlight along with two NITs.

Aug. 6, 1997... Dickerson Hired

It didn’t take long for the Mocs to hire McCarthy’s
successor. They turned to the man integral in
putting together the rosters that won SoCon titles in
six of the last seven years. Henry Dickerson earned
his opportunity with the impressive run along with
his prior experiene in the league during Marshall’s
best seasons.

Virginia Tech Hokies. The squad took the lead for
good on a Toot Young 3pt with 11:35 to go in the
first half.

A 38-33 halftime advantage grew to 58-44 just 18
minutes later on a steal and layup by Neil Ashby.
Ashby led the way with 18 points supported by
Youngs 16.

The 20-24 performance at the free throw line kept
any Tech comebacks at bay. The largest lead of 16,
84-68, was provided by Idris Harper at the charity
stripe.

Jan. 24, 2001... Morton Nets School Record
It was a special night for Oliver Morton against

a pesky Pikesville Bears bunch. Morton tallied the
program’s first 50-point effort scoring nearly half of
the squad’s total for a 101-85 triumph.

Morton made 20-28 from the field scoring another
10 at the free throw line in 13 attempts. The points
broke John Oliver's 42 six years earlier at Georgia
Southern, while the 20 field goals bested Ron
Peeples 18 set on Feb. 15, 1961.

Apr. 5,2002... Lebo Era Starts

The Chattanooga administration took a different
path in this coaching hire. The last four hires were
assistants.

Ron Shumate and Henry Dickerson were promoted
one chair to head coach. Murray Arnold (Miss. State)
and Mack McCarthy (Auburn) came from the SEC
ranks. Jeff Lebo became the first current collegiate
head coach to move to the Scenic City.

Lebo came to Chattanooga from Tennessee Tech
coming off back-to-back Ohio Valley Conference
titles. He stayed two seasons before departing for
Auburn 735 days later.

Apr. 23, 2004... Shulman Promoted to Head Coach
Jeff Lebo, we barely knew you. His trusted assistant
did not follow him to Aburn, however, as John
Shulman was elevated to head coach. It started the
second-longest and winningest coaching tenure in
school history.

¥ T T T

Oliver Morton set the Chattanooga scoring record with 50 points in the 2001 win over Pikeville. It was the 11th straight
home win for the Mocs.
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New Coach John Shulman authored a fantastic start. His

squad topped Tennessee in December & won the SoCon

Tournament returning to the NCAA Tournament in March.
Dec. 5,2004... Mocky Top
Chattanooga made the short trip to Knoxville to
square off with John Shulman’s first SEC opposition.
Coming off a narrow loss a few days prior to Virginia
Tech, the Mocs were ready to scrape and battle
again.

That's exactly what happened. It looked like another
disappointing finish when Chris Lofton’s triple went
in with 1:37 to play. Chris Brown answered that

challenge with a three of his own with 1:16 left.

Those were the last points scored in a 69-68 Mocs
triumph. The Scenic City crew held their hosts

off despite missing three free throws in the final
16 seconds to provide all the drama necessary to
provide a very loud sigh of relief throughout the
I-75 corridor.

Mar. 3-5, 2005...Finally Back on Top

Heading into the 2005 Southern Conference Bas-
ketball Tournament, the Chattanooga contingent
looked back on recent near misses. Three of the
four ended painfully with finals losses.

It started with dispatching ETSU followed by a win
over App State with Mindaugas Katelynas claiming
a postseason-record 21 rebounds. That left UNC
Greensboro.

The Mocs led most of the way and had complete
control up 14 with 6-and-a-half minutes remain-
ing. To the Spartans credit, they made a game of it.
A late run closed it to within two with 1:27 to play.

The good guys held strong for the 66-62 win and
ninth SoCon Championhip.

Mar. 17, 2005... Promising Start Falls Short

The Chattanooga Mocs did what they did all year.
Play a gritty, grinding game...but it wasn’t enough
to overcome fifth-ranked Wake Forest in Cleveland,
Ohio.

They battled and took it to the Demon Deacons
taking a three-point lead at halftime. Coach John
Shulman famously stated he had every halftime

LELCUKS WhSE JF 1K '.-E[L-I‘.I:I H.?ILFTIIII]E EAT W%

speech prepared EXCEPT holding the lead. He went
with “this isn't good enough” with Mindaugas
Katelynas arguing, “Cmon coach, you know that was
good enough”.

Wake found its game led by star guard Chris Paul.
With Chattanooga up 38-35 with 14:20 to play, Paul
engineered a 24-7 to flip the script holding on for a
70-54 win.

Chris Brown had 14 to pace the Mocs with Alphonso
Pugh adding 13 off the bench.
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The 2005 NCAA Slam Dunk Championhip capped off a
brilliant senior season for Mindaugas Katelynas.

Mar. 31, 2005... Katelynas Wins Slam Dunk Title
The Chattanooga Mocs took center stage at the
NCAA Final Four in the form of Mindaugas Kate-
lynas. Katelynas topped the 8-person field winning
the College Slam Dunk Championship at Washing-
ton University in St. Louis, Mo. A national audience
watched along on ESPN as Katelynas finished with
two perfect scores to claim the title.

Dec. 6, 2005... Roundhouse Claims Another Victim
Creighton came to town with a reputation. It left
with a shiny, new L. Chattanooga’s reputation as

one of the toughest places to visit proved more than

apt.

The Blue Jays were ahead three, 62-59, with 4:04 to
play. The Mocs dominated defensively holding their

visitors without a point until a useless basket with
four ticks remaining.

(asey Long led the way with 16 points including
|ate free throws.

Dec. 30, 2008... McDowell Near Perfect
Chattanooga sharpshooter Stephen McDowell took
center stage at the Dr Pepper Classic Championship
Game. The Mocs blitzed Niagara 99-84 with an
inside-out game.

McDowell was Mr. Outside. He tied the school record

for threes made with a 9-15 performance. He scored The Mocs spent the 2009 NCAA Tournament run featured on the Late Show with Jimmy Fallon. Here the Chattanooga Pep

38 points playing all 40 minutes.

| The inside duo of Kahlil Hartwell and Nicchaeus

Doaks combined for 38 points and 19 boards with

*____| Doaks grabbing 17 of them. They led a plus-16

-|1

effort on the glass including two more on the
offensive than their opponent managed defensive-
ly (15/13).

Mar. 7-9, 2009... SoCon Title No. 10
The 2008 season ended disappointingly in the
quarterfinals of the SoCon Tourney with a narrow

| loss to Elon. It was nearly deja vu all over again.

A one-point win over the Phoenix led to an offen-
sive assault in an 81-70 semis win over Samford
setting up a title game against College of Charles-
ton. The Cougars upset Steph Curry’s Davidson
squad in the other half of the bracket.

The Mocs overcame deep foul trouble over the

record-tying 10th SoCon Championship 80-69.

Mar. 16-20, 2009... Fallon Adopts Mocs

It was a special week for the Mocs. A trip to
Philadelphia for the NCAA West Regional First
and Second Rounds was made more memorable
when “Late Night with Jimmy Fallon” adopted
Chattanooga as its team with nightly features on
the Mocs.

On Monday, Fallon highlighted the school which
was followed on Tuesday by an ode to John
Shulman by the Roots titled the “Don Juan of
the SoCon”. Wednesday was an amazing night
with Shulman appearing live on the show via
Skype. The studio audience was decked out in

gold Chattanooga shirts and the Mocs own Dennis
Haskins (Mr. Belding, “Saved by the Bell”) made a
live appearance along with Scrappy and members
of the pep band and spirit squads.

Thursday, Fallon gave the Mocs a locker room pep
talk after the UConn game and then on Friday, the
show flew Shulman and his seniors in and recog-

nized them live.

“It was an unbelieveable experience for our basket-
ball team. The enthusiasm from the show carried
over to our team, school and community. It made an
amazing week that much sweeter.” - John Shulman

Jan. 27, 2011... Double OT Thriller

What could have been a quick night saw the Mocs
add an extra 10 minutes to their night. The lead
over UNC Greenshoro was 20, 59-39, with 14:57
remaining.

It took a Keegan Bell three at the end of requlation
to get to the first OT. Trevis Simpson made a coast-
to-coast play to send it to the second.

The Spartans looked like they had the game
clinched up seven, 109-102, with 1:59 to go. Dontay
Hampton converted a three-point play before UNCG
answered with its final point. Two Ricky Taylor
baskets sandwiched a free throw from Hampton,
the latter of the scores coming with 1.9 on the clock
for the 111-110 triumph.

There were 98 combined points over the first 25:03,
123 over the final 24:57 as defense became an
after thought. Taylor’s 41 points was the most by a
Mocin a SoCon home game and third-highest total
all-time.

Band and alum Dennis Haskins, the beloved character Mr. Belding on “Saved by the Bell’ joined the program’s newest fan

on set the night before the contest with UConn.
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Z Mason had an amazing senior campaign averaging
18.1ppg & a Di-era best 9.7 rpg. He earned 2014 SoCon
Defensive POY honors.
Apr. 2013... Shulman Era Ends, Wade Stint Starts
The end of the 2013 campaign was the last of the
John Shulman era. It was one with two SoCon
Tournament Championships several division crowns
and two NCAA Tourney appearances.

The last of the SoCon Tournament titles tied the
league record of 10 at the time. His ledger also
included wins over Tennessee and Creighton. During
his tenure only the Mocs, Davidson and Wofford
captured the SoCon Championship status.

New athletic director David Blackburn turned to one
of the nation’s premier mid-major programs hiring
Will Wade from VCU. Wade led the program to 40
wins including 22 in 2015 which were the most at
Chattanooga since 24 triumphs en route to the 1997
Sweet 16.

Mar. 2014-17... Defense Travels: Mason to Tuoyo

A favorite coach cliche...defense travels. From 2014-
17 the Southern Conference Defensive Player of the
Year Award stayed in one city, two different locker
stalls.

The league inaugurated the award with the 2013-
14 campaign. Z. Mason collected it with Justin
Tuoyo taking it the following three. The duo com-
bined for 362 blocks over those four years making
the paint an area of menace for every opponent.

The duo accounted for four of the five best block

seasons in school history. Tuoyo became the career
leader with 270 rejecting 2.81 per game, while
Mason ended up third with 129 (1.47 bpg).

B Jan. 10, 2015... Jones 3pt for OT Winner

Unlikely heroes are everywhere. Casey Jones is not
an unlikely hero in Mocs-Bucs lore, but the manner
in which his heroic act came at this point in his
career, was as unlikely as it gets.

The score was tied at 71 after A.). Merriweather’s
three-point play with 49 seconds leftin OT. The
Mocs worked the clock and got a good look from
Eric Robertson from 3pt range. Jones soared over
the scrum underneath to grab the board. The
bench called timeout with 17.9 to go setting up
afinal play. Casey’s likely play set up his unusual
one.

He ended up with the ball on the U in ETSU logo
along the middle of the court. He looked right,
looked left the looked ahead and saw rim as the
Bucs defense sagged. He lifted up from 25+ feet
and swished the game winner with 1.7 seconds to
play. Robertson made sure any long heave was un-
der duress which cemented the 3-point triumph.

The unlikely part? It was just Jones' second career
3pt made.

Apr. 2015... Wade to VCU, McCall Comes to Chatt
[t was just a two-year stay for Will Wade as former
boss Shaka Smart moved from VCU to Texas which
meant the Rams turned to Wade. That brought
Matt McCall from Florida to the Scenic City.

McCall was a member of Billy Donovan’s Gators
staff and coaching tree. He took over a unique
group. Several played for or were recruited by
three different coaches in their time with the
Mocs.

All he did was author the winningest season in
school history, high-major wins for the first time in
years and yet another NCAA Tournament appear-
ance. What made the group he inherited unique
was how no one from the core left the program
after Wade’s departure. It was further evidence

of the family culture the program has developed
throughout the years.

Nov. 13, 2015... Sensational Start

The Matt McCall Era started with a bang. A quick
start leading by as many as 11 saw Georgia claw
back. The Bulldogs led by six late before the Mocs
ran back out to the lead.

The final minute saw the Mocs down one, up one
and then tied at the buzzer. They controlled play in

the extra period and looked to run away on Justin
Tuoyo’s slam with 1:57 to go leading 84-77.

The Bulldogs scored, the Mocs answered. Three
three-pointers got the hosts within two going into
the final 10 seconds. Two missed free throws made
it a hairy final moment but well-played defense
forced a bad three-point attempt and a hard-earned
win. It was the first against a power 5 opponent
since at Tennessee in 2004.

Nov. 21, 2015... Mark Another High Major Off List
The last time the Mocs beat Georgia was in the 1997
NCAA Tournament. The next win? lllinois. The next
DI opponent after Georgia in 20157 lllinois.

It was deja vu all over again. The Mocs led by as
many as 15 in the first half and were up 12 in the
second. That was flipped late. The lllini took a nine-
point advantage with 6:26 left. It was all Mocs from
there going on a 21-7 run to finish with an 81-77
win.

Three straight three-pointers from Chuck Ester, Tre
McLean and Eric Robertson put the squad in front.
They never looked back.

Dec. 12, 2015... Signature Win

[t's not every year a mid-major looks back ona
season with wins over Georgia and lllinois and says
the signature one is still coming. But that's what
happened on this night in Dayton, Ohio.

Casey Jones was part of the mid-2010s group continuing
the program’s rich, winning tradition. He was one of the
emotional leaders of 2016 school-record 29-win squad.
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Mocs top Georgia in OT, 92-90

|t was a study in overcoming adversity. Top scorer
(asey Jones dislocated his ankle in practice before
the team boarded the bus for the trip up I-75. The
mood was anywhere but there as they travelled
thinking about Jones in Chattanooga.

That changed on the 12th. The Flyers were poised to
move into the top 25 after a win over the Scenic City
bunch. That hunch proved in error.

The Mocs once again out-played its more bally-
hooed hosts down the stretch. Greg Pryor’s free
throws with five seconds left for a 61-59 advantage.
The Flyers worked the ball quickly into the front-
court getting it into the hands of Scoochie Smith.
The ultra-quick guard was picked up by Justin Tuoyo
who stayed with him stride for stride keeping him
from taking anything but a prayer at the basket for
the two-point win.

Mar. 5-7, 2016... School Record Shattered

The school record for wins was 27 entering 2015-16.
The group had 26 heading to Asheville for the
SoCon Championships. It was 29 after that special
weekend.

First, it was a come-from-behind thriller over
Samford. Next, it was controlling a Western Carolina
team who just would not go away. Finally, a third
triumph over ETSU in the title game for an 11th trip
to the NCAA Big Dance.

The roster included rotation pieces recruited by
each of the last three head coaches. Casey Jones,
Eric Robertson and Alex Bran came on board with
John Shulman. Will Wade recruited Justin Tuoyo, Tre
McLean, Duke Ethridge, Chuck Ester, Greg Pryor and
Dee Oldham, while Jonathan Burroughs-Cook was a
Matt McCall find.

Nov. 11, 2017... Mocky Top Part Il

The defending SoCon champs did something unseen
for 25 years in Knoxville. The Mocs broke Tennessee’s
25-game winning streak in home openers.

|t was a dominating performance in the 82-69
triumph. Justin Tuoyo and Tre McLean combined
for 43 points and 21 rebounds each garner 20-10
outings. Tuoyo registered 22 points and 11 boards,
while McLean had 21 and 10.

It was the second straight season started with SEC
road wins for the Mocs.

Apr. 2017... McCall Departs, Paris Enters

Matt McCall won 48 games in his two years and
then headed North to take over at UMass. His
departure mirrored the entirity of the roster he
inherited with all the building blocks of a SoCon
Championship program graduated.

Next up was Lamont Paris from Wisconsin. Paris
came to town with a tremendous reputation built
in DI stops at Akron and with the Badgers. He
built it back from the ground floor becoming the
fifth straight head coach to put together a 20-win
season in his first three years.

Jan. 29, 2018... Double OT Survival

This was a comeback win for the ages. The Mocs
took down UNC Greenshoro 87-85 in 20T. That
could’ve been said had either team won it.

(hattanooga erased an 11-point second half defi-
cit flipping it to a six-point lead, 62-56, with 1:39
remaining. UNCG scored seven of the final eight
points to extend it five minutes.

The Mocs returned the favor. Down seven with
34 ticks left, Chattanooga did the unthinkable
extending it another five minutes overcoming a
five-point lead as late as 15 seconds to go 0T2.

[t was all back-and-forth from there with the Mocs
prevailing on two free throws and a defensive stop
in the final five seconds.

Nov. 12, 2019... Road Comeback

The Mocs set the tone for the 2019-20 20-win cam-
paign with an early season win at Troy. The group
trailed by as many as 14 in the second half before
coming all the way back for the win.

They took their first lead on a Ramon Vila free throw
with 2:41 to go. A Trojan basket took it right back
before A.J. Caldwell’s and-1 at the 2:00 mark started
a 10-0 spurt cementing the road win.

Mar. 7, 2020... Historic Feat Finished

Five times. To that point, five times in 101 seasons
the Mocs produced a trio of 400 points scorers in
one campaign. It was the first time in 28 years when
LeVert Threats, Keith Nelson and Tim Brooks tallied
472,467 and 427; respectively, in 1992.

Matt Ryan led the way with 507, while Ramon

Vila and David Jean-Baptiste added 441 and 417,
respectively. One thousand, three hundred and
sixty-five points. They joined the likes of Wayne
Golden-Walter “Moose” McGary-William Gordon,
Golden-Gordon-Kevin Gray, Daren Chandler-Benny
Green-Chris Behrends and Threats-Nelson-Brooks.

Mar. 7, 2022... CHAMPS AGAIN!

(Chattanooga claimed its 12th Southern Conference
Tournament title after defeating Furman 64-63

in overtime. David Jean-Baptiste hit a 30-foot
jump shot at the buzzer to send the Mocs back to
the NCAA Tournament. The win capped off a 27-7
record for the 2021-22 season which featured a
SoCon regular season title and a school record and
national-best 12 road wins which included victories
atVCU and Loyola Marymount (CA)

Justin Tuoyo ‘16 brought more questions than answers for opponents at both ends of the floor during his 3-year stay in
Chattanooga.
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