
Date Opponent Time Result
11/11 at Clemson 8:00 PM L, 65-44
11/13 at Lipscomb 8:15 PM W, 74-71
11/16 LEES-McRAE 7:00 PM W, 91-61
11/19 at S.C. State 7:00 PM L, 73-68
11/21 at Indiana # 7:00 PM L, 73-49
11/23 at Butler # 7:00 PM L, 68-66
11/26 vs. Savannah State # 5:00 PM
11/27 at Chattanooga # 3:00 PM

12/01 UNC ASHEVILLE * 5:30 PM
12/03 WINTHROP * 7:00 PM
12/06 ALICE LLOYD 7:00 PM
12/10 S.C. STATE 7:00 PM
12/18 at Wake Forest 1:00 PM
12/22 at East Carolina 7:00 PM
12/31 at Radford * 7:00 PM

01/02 at VMI * 7:00 PM
01/07 HIGH POINT * 7:00 PM
01/10 CHARLESTON SO. * 7:00 PM
01/12 at Coastal Carolina * 7:00 PM
01/14 at Campbell * 7:00 PM
01/19 at Winthrop * 7:00 PM
01/26 CAMPBELL * 7:00 PM
01/28 COASTAL CAROLINA * 7:00 PM

02/02 at Liberty * 7:00 PM
02/04 at High Point * 7:00 PM
02/09 RADFORD * 7:00 PM
02/11 VMI * 7:00 PM
02/14 at Charleston Southern * 7:30 PM
02/18 BRACKETBUSTERS TBA
02/23 at UNC Asheville * 7:00 PM
02/25 PRESBYTERIAN * 7:00 PM
02/27 Advance Auto Parts Big South First Round
02/29 Advance Auto Parts Big South Quarterfinals

03/01 Advance Auto Parts Big South Semifinals
03/03 Advance Auto Parts Big South Championship Game

HOME GAMES BOLD / ALL CAPS 
* Denotes Big South Conference Game
# 2011 Hoosier Classic
All Times Eastern And Subject To Change

2011-12 SCHEDULE/RESULTS

GARDNER-WEBB
MEN’S BASKETBALL

HOOSIER CLASSIC: GARDNER-WEBB vs SAVANNAH STATE / at CHATTANOOGA
Nov. 26, 5:00 pm • Nov. 27, 3:00 pm • Chattanooga, Tenn. / McKenzie Arena

GARDNER-WEBB ATHLETIC MEDIA RELATIONS
Assistant Athletics Director, Media Relations: Marc Rabb

Offi ce: (704) 406-4355
Cell: (704) 974-3662

Email: mrabb@gardner-webb.edu
Website: GWUSports.com

PROJECTED STARTERS

11
JASON DAWSON • G
5-10 • 175 • Jr. • Columbus, Ohio
Wofford College

 PTS REB AST MIN

 12.5 3.3 1.7 29.0

10
MAX LANDIS • G
6-1 • 175 • Fr. • Indianapolis, Ind.
Perry Meridian HS

 PTS REB AST MIN

 13.2 2.3 2.2 30.5

32
TASHAN NEWSOME • G
6-3 • 200 • Jr. • Albany, N.Y.
Mississippi Valley State

 PTS REB AST MIN

 4.7 3.3 2.3 18.3

5
STEFON JOHNSON • F
6-6 • 215 • Jr. • Cincinnati, Ohio
Princeton HS

 PTS REB AST MIN

 5.0 5.0 0.3 24.5

54
MIKE BYRON • C
6-11 • 250 • So. • San Antonio, Texas
Churchill HS

 PTS REB BLK MIN

 6.8 4.3 1.2 18.5

NOTES: Transfer from Wofford College who 
sat out last season ... Has improved upon 
tremendous offensive tools ... Will play both 
guard positions this season ... Led GWU with 
18.0 points and 6.5 assists per game in two 
exhibition bouts in the Bahamas in August ... 
Scored 18 points in win at Lipscomb (11/20).

NOTES: One of the top guards in Indiana 
as a prep senior ... Averaged 24.2 points per 
game to earn All-State honors in 2011 ... 
Indianapolis Star Super Team member for 
two seasons ... Averaging 16.7 points per 
game in last three starts, including 18 at 
Indiana (11/21) and 14 at Butler (11/23) ... 
Outstanding shooter with range to 25 feet.

Transfer from Mississippi Valley State who 
sat out last season ... Averaged 9.1 ppg in his 
fi nal season with the Delta Devils ... Made 
fi rst career start at Gardner-Webb vs. Indiana 
(11/21) ... Strong wing who can play the 
“2” or “3” spots effectively ... Capable as a 
shooter from long range, or driving to the rim.

NOTES: Team’s most experienced frontcourt 
player ... Scored nine points in the fi rst half  
at Butler (11/23), including Gardner-Webb’s 
fi rst four points ... Career-high of 20 points 
came last season at High Point (12/4) ... Ath-
letic, crafty southpaw who can play the “4” or 
“5” positions ... Has improved offensive game 
facing the basket.

NOTES: One of the team’s most improved 
players since arriving on campus ... Is 20 
pounds heavier than last season ... Saw 
action in all 32 games as a true freshman ... 
Effective on Bahamas Exhibition Tour, averag-
ing 8.0 points, 6.5 rebounds and 2.0 blocks 
per game ... Outstanding shooting touch.

GAME INFORMATION ( NOV. 27 GAME ON WGWG-FM (88.3) )

Date Sat./Sun., November 26-27
Start . . . . . . . . . .5:00 pm / 3:00 pm
Radio. . . . . 11/27 WGWG-FM (88.3)
 (Fabian Fuentes)
TV . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .None
 (–)
Series vs. SSU  . . . . . . . .GWU leads 
Last Meeting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Series vs. UTC . . . . . . First Meeting
Last Meeting  . . . . . . . First meeting

GWU RUNNIN’ BULLDOGS
2011-12 Record . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-4
2010-11 Record . . . . . . . . . . . 11-21
Head Coach  . . . . . . Chris Holtmann
Alma Mater  . . . . . . . . . . . Taylor ‘94
Career Record . . . . . . . . . . . . 13-25
at Gardner-Webb . . . . . . . . . . 13-25
SID Contact  . . . . . . . . . . Marc Rabb
Email . . . mrabb@gardner-webb.edu
Web Site . . . . . . . . . gwusports.com

SAVANNAH STATE / CHATTANOOGA
SSU 2011-12 Record . . . . . . . . . 1-4
UTC 2011-12 Record . . . . . . . . . 1-3
SSU Head Coach . . Horace Broadnax
Record at SSU . . . . . . . . . . . 66-115
UTC Head Coach . . . John Shulman
Record at UTC . . . . . . . . . . 122-109
Host SID Contact . . . . . . Jim Horten
Email . .  . . .james-horten@utc.edu
Web Site . . . . . . . . . . . .gomocs.com
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HEAD COACH CHRIS HOLTMANN
  
 Gardner-Webb head coach Chris 
Holtmann has quickly established him-
self  as the right choice to lead the Runnin’ 
Bulldogs, entering his second season at the 
helm. A strong tactician and recruiter, his 
tremendous leadership and enthusiasm 
has injected energy and toughness into a 
tradition-rich program. Last season, Holt-
mann directed the Runnin’ Bulldogs to a 
strong 6-4 start against a tough early season 
schedule – including a 78-70 win at Atlantic 
10 member Charlotte in the season opener. 
Gardner-Webb finished with an 11-21 overall 
mark, but advanced to the league’s postsea-
son tournament for the first time since 2008-2009. The record is somewhat deceiv-
ing, however, as the Runnin’ Bulldogs were highly competitive – losing eight games 
by three points or less, including five of those in Big South Conference play. A testa-
ment to his efforts working with a young team of Runnin’ Bulldogs, Holtmann was 
third in balloting for the Big South Conference Coach of the Year folowing the 2010-
2011 season.  Holtmann, 40, returned to Gardner-Webb after spending two seasons 
as the lead assistant at Ohio University. In that role, he was instrumental in helping 
the Bobcats win the 2010 Mid-American Conference Tournament in March and to an 
upset of  No. 3 seed Georgetown in the opening round of the 2010 NCAA Tournament. 
That win was the first in the NCAA Tournament for Ohio since 1983. Holtmann is 
the fifth head coach in the 40-year senior college history of Gardner-Webb men’s 
basketball. He replaces Rick Scruggs, who spent 15 seasons at the helm. The time to 
take over a program of his own arrived after years of hard work for Holtmann. He has 
served for 12 seasons as a coach in the college ranks, developing a strong reputa-
tion as an excellent tactician – particularly on the defensive end of the floor – and a 
relentless recruiter. During his last 10 seasons on the bench, Holtmann has been a 
part of  five conference championships. During Holtmann’s time at Ohio, he was a key 
figure in securing the top recruiting classes in the Mid-American Conference in each 
of his seasons with the school according to ESPN.com, including 2010 MAC Fresh-
man of the Year D.J. Cooper. In 2009-2010, Ohio led the Mid-American Conference in 
scoring offense (74.7 ppg) and also led the league in assist/turnover ratio and defen-
sive rebounding – two statistical categories Holtmann places extreme importance in. 
Holtmann is no stranger to Gardner-Webb basketball. He spent five seasons as an as-
sistant at GWU from 2003-2008, and was the program’s Associate Head Coach in four 
of  those seasons, proving to be a major asset in some of the program’s most notable 
basketball moments. Under Holtmann’s guidance, the Runnin’ Bulldogs experienced 
a strong defensive surge, leading the Atlantic Sun Conference in three-point field 
goal defense in 2007-08 and ranking second in overall field goal defense in 2007-08 
and 2004-05. During his time on the bench in Boiling Springs, Gardner-Webb pulled 
off  memorable upsets of East Carolina (2004, 2005), Minnesota (2005) and No. 20 
Kentucky (2007), and captured the Atlantic Sun Conference’s regular season crown 
in 2004-05. GWU also advanced to the league’s title game that season, going 18-
12 against a difficult regular season schedule. Holtmann’s recruiting efforts helped 
produce some of the most notable talent for Gardner-Webb in the Division I era, in-
cluding a pair of  recruiting classes ranked in the national top-100 by Hoop Scoop. 
The most recent of  those top-100 classes included 2008 All-American and Atlantic 
Sun Conference Player of  the Year Thomas Sanders. During Sanders’ senior season, 
the Sugarland, Texas, native averaged 18.0 points, 10.8 rebounds and 3.3 assists 
per game, finishing third nationally with 20 double-doubles on the season. Sanders 
was the first GWU player to average a season double-double since Stan Easterling in 
1998. Holtmann also recruited 2009 ESPN the Magazine Academic All-America guard 
Aaron Linn and 2008 Atlantic Sun Conference Freshman of the Year Nate Blank to 
Boiling Springs. Tim Jennings, another dynamic guard recruited by Holtmann, was 
the Atlantic Sun Conference Defensive Player of  the Year in both 2004-05 and 2005-
06 and is playing professionally in South America. Jennings was a key cog in teams 
that combined to win 35 games in two seasons (2004-2006). He earned a degree in 
psychology from Taylor in 1994 and a Master’s in athletic administration from Ball 
State in 2000. He and his wife, the former Lori Bedi, have one daughter, Nora Jane, 
born May 19, 2010.

HOLTMANN’S CAREER RECORD

Year School Record Notes
2010-11 Gardner-Webb 11-21 Third in Big South Coach of Year Voting
2011-12 Gardner-Webb 2-3 –

THE GAMES

Gardner-Webb will battle Savannah State on Saturday (Nov. 26) at 5:00 pm, and will take on host Chattanooga on Sunday 
(Nov. 27) at 3:00 pm to wrap up the 2011 Hoosier Classic. All three teams went 0-for-2 in the fi rst phase of the round-robin 
event at Indiana and Butler.

SERIES NOTES

Gardner-Webb and Chattanooga have never faced in men’s basketball ... The Runnin’ Bulldogs hold a 2-0 series edge over 
Savannah State, with both wins coming during GWU’s 23-9 season in 2001-2002 ... Gardner-Webb was 1-1 last season vs. the 
Southern Conference, beating Western Carolina and falling at Elon ... GWU is 0-1 this season vs. the MEAC after losing, 73-68, 
at South Carolina State on Nov. 19.

WHAT OTHERS SAY ABOUT HOLTMANN

Quotes from college basketball coaches and media personalities about the Runnin’ Bulldogs coach:

Brad Stevens, Head Coach, Butler University
“Chris is a great person and coach. His experience, both in coaching and at Gardner-Webb, will help the program flourish 
under his direction.”

John Groce, Head Coach, Ohio University
“Gardner-Webb has hired an exceptional coach but an even better person. He understands what it takes to build a suc-
cessful basketball program and winning culture – both on and off  the court. The Ohio basketball family is very excited 
for Chris and his family to have such a special opportunity.”

Paul Patterson, Head Coach, Taylor University (NAIA Hall of  Famer)
“I am excited for both Chris Holtmann and Gardner-Webb University. Chris is a bright, energetic, tireless worker who has 
been a high achiever his entire career. I would expect to see the same from him in his leadership at Gardner- Webb. His 
teams will be hard working, well prepared , and hard to play against every night. This is a good day for Gardner-Webb 
University.”

Jeff  Goodman, CBS Sports basketball writer
“Chris Holtmann is one of the rising young coaches in the game today. He’s a guy who just flat-out gets it. He has a 
tremendous work ethic, connects with his players, can recruit and also knows the game. There just aren’t a lot of  guys 
in the business who have that type of versatility. Just look at the success Gardner-Webb had when he was on staff  - and 
then check out what Ohio University did this past season. It’s no coincidence that Chris has been an integral part of  
both situations.”

Dave Telep, Lead Recruiting Analyst, ESPN
“I think Gardner-Webb caught Chris on the way up. He’s a grinder who knows his way around our state and has always 
done a good job with his evaluations. They don’t get after it much harder than Chris Holtmann.”

 • Gardner-Webb has played 1,200 games as a senior college in men’s basketball, winning 710 (59.2 %).

 • In its 91-61 romp over Division II Lees-McRae, Gardner-Webb’s top four guards – Jason Dawson,
  Max Landis, Laron Buggs and Tyler Strange – combined for 21 assists and just one turnover.

 • The duo of Dawson and Landis each scored eight of  Gardner-Webb’s fi rst 16 points in the team’s
  loss at Indiana. They fi nished with 32 of the team’s 49 points by game’s end (65.3 percent).

 • The Runnin’ Bulldogs will play seven of their fi rst eight games on the road this season.

 • Gardner-Webb will battle three team’s from BCS conferences this season: Clemson (ACC), Indiana (Big Ten)
  and Wake Forest (ACC). GWU will also face off  with two-time NCAA runner up Butler on November 23.

 • The Runnin’ Bulldogs have outrebounded four of its fi rst six opponents in 2011-2012, with only the ACC’s
  Clemson and the Big Ten’s Indiana beating the ‘Dogs on the glass so far. 

 • Chris Holtmann has recruited three conference Freshman of the Year performers in his time on the sidelines:
  Nate Blank (GWU, 2008), Steven Coleman (Ohio, 2009) and D.J. Cooper (Ohio, 2010).

 • The Big South Conference has four wins as a league over BCS/Big 6 conference foes so far in 2011-2012.

 • The 2012 Advance Auto Parts Big South Conference Tournament begins on Monday, February 27, with seeds
  8-11 playing a pair of  fi rst-round game at the higher seed. The quarterfi nals begin on Wednesday, February 29
  on the regular season champion’s home court. 

JUMP SHOTS
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LET’S GO HOME SOON

Gardner-Webb will play its sixth and seventh games, respectively, 
away from home this weekend – the second season in a row that GWU 
has played at least seven road or neutral court games in its fi rst 10 
outings. The Runnin’ Bulldogs head home for four-straight starting 
December 1 vs. Big South favorite UNC Asheville (5:30 pm tipoff).

MAD MAX 

Freshman guard Max Landis (6-1, 175) has been on fi re of late, 
shooting 58.1 percent overall (18-of-31) in the past three games to 
average a team-best 16.7 points per game. Landis hit his fi rst fi ve 
shots at Butler (11/23), scoring all 14 of his points in the fi rst half  to 
lift Gardner-Webb to a 50-35 edge at the break. 

TRANSFERS IN TOW 

Guards Jason Dawson (Wofford) and Tashan Newsome (Missis-
sippi Valley State) will be available to play this season as four-year 
transfers, the fi rst transfers to join the GWU program since the ‘Dogs 
moved to NCAA Division I prior to the 2000-2001 season. Gardner-
Webb also has guard Jarvis Davis (UCF) as a transfer, but Davis will 
have to sit out this season in accordance with NCAA transfer rules. Both Dawson and Newsome served their season of 
residency in 2010-2011.

PRESEASON PROJECTIONS VARY

Gardner-Webb was tabbed 10th out of  11 teams in the Big South’s preseason poll, which is comprised of votes by the 
league’s head coaches and two media members from each program’s coverage area. The Runnin’ Bulldogs were more 
highly thought of  by Street & Smith’s/The Sporting News, earning a preseason ranking of sixth by that respected publica-
tion. The Runnin’ Bulldogs fi nished eighth last season and fell at top-seeded Coastal Carolina in the Advance Auto Parts 
Big South Conference Tournament quarterfi nals on March 1.

ALL-STATERS

One source of optimism this season ad beyond for Gardner-Webb is its freshman class, which is headlined North Carolina 
Class 3A State Player of  the Year Donta Harper (Winterville, N.C. / South Central HS) and Indiana All-State guard Max 
Landis (Indianapolis, Ind. / Perry Meridian HS). Harper (6-6, 180) led his Falcons to the state fi nals in 2011, and earned 
East MVP honors after scoring 23 points and grabbing 14 rebounds in a close loss. Harper was selected to play in the 
Jordan Brand Classic Regional Game in Charlotte last spring, after averaging 16.8 points, 8.4 rebounds and 3.5 assists 
per game as a senior. Landis (6-1, 175) was one of the best guards in the Hoosier State for two seasons, earning a spot 
on the prestigious Indianapolis Star Super Team as a junior and senior. Landis played in the same conference as current 
Kentucky freshman Marquis Teague, and outscored the McDonald’s All-American in a matchup midway through last 
season. Landis averaged 24.2 points and 4.2 assists per game as a senior, narrowly missing a spot on the famed Indiana 
All-Star team – but earning All-State honors from the state’s head coaches.

2011-2012 BIG SOUTH STANDINGS

 Big South Overall

Team W L Pct. W L Pct.

Coastal Carolina 0 0 .000 5 0 1.000

Campbell 0 0 .000 5 0 1.000

VMI 0 0 .000 3 2 .600 

Charleston Southern 0 0 .000 3 2 .600 

Presbyterian 0 0 .000 3 3 .500

Radford 0 0 .000 3 4 .429

UNC Asheville 0 0 .000 2 3 .400 

Gardner-Webb 0 0 .000 2 4 .333

Liberty 0 0 .000 2 4 .333

High Point 0 0 .000 1 3 .250

Winthrop 0 0 .000 0 5 .000

Presbyterian ineligible for postseason play (NCAA transition) until 2012-2013.

GARDNER-WEBB QUICK FACTS

School Name: Gardner-Webb University

Location: Boiling Springs, N.C.

Founded: 1905

Enrollment: 4,300

Team Nickname: Runnin’ Bulldogs

Team Colors: Scarlet (PMS 187), White & Black

President: Dr. A. Frank Bonner

Athletics Director: Chuck Burch

Arena: Paul Porter Arena (3,500)

First Year Of Senior College Basketball: 1969-1970

All-Time Record: 710-490 (.592)

Division I Regular Season Conference Championships: 1 (2004-2005)

Division I Conference Tournament Championships: 0

Head Coach: Chris Holtmann (2nd Season)

 Career Record: 13-25 (2nd Season)

 GWU Record: 13-25 (2nd Season)

 GWU Postseason Appearances: –

Assistant Coach: Mike Netti (Syracuse ‘02)

Assistant Coach: Jay McAuley (Georgia ‘05)

Assistant Coach: Takayo Siddle (Gardner-Webb ‘09)

Men’s Basketball Athletic Trainer: Jon Mitchell

Team Managers: Price Blissett, Heath Green

Director of Athletic Performance: Quadrian Banks

Assistant A.D. / Media Relations: Marc Rabb

Offi ce Phone: (704) 406-4355

Cell Phone: (704) 974-3662

Email: mrabb@gardner-webb.edu

Offi cial Website: GWUSports.com

Radio Play-by-Play: Fabian Fuentes

Flagship Radio Station: WGWG-FM (88.3), 50,000 watts (Boiling Springs, N.C.)

Famous Basketball Alumni: Artis Gilmore, John Drew, Eddie Wilkins, George Adams

Notable Division I Wins: at Charlotte (11/12/10); at #20 Kentucky (11/7/07); at 

Minnesota (11/28/05); at East Carolina (11/22/05); East Carolina (11/23/04); 

Colorado State (11/29/01).

2011-12 PRESEASON 
ALL-BIG SOUTH TEAM

PLAYER SCHOOL YR

Matt Dickey, G UNC Asheville Sr.

J.P. Primm, G UNC Asheville Sr.

Jesse Sanders, G Liberty Sr.

Nick Barbour, G High Point Sr.

A’Lonzo Coleman, C PC Sr.

Player of the Year: Dickey, UNC Asheville

Team voted on by league head coaches and

credentialed media representatives

 (two per school).

  

GARDNER-WEBB NUMERICAL ROSTER

No. Name Position Height Weight Class Hometown / Previous School

 0 Donta Harper G/F 6-6 180 Fr.-HS Winterville, N.C. / South Central HS

 2 Jay Royster G 5-10 175 Jr.-1L Shelby, N.C. / Shelby HS

 3 David Brown G 6-2 180 Gr.-2L Margate, Fla. / Broward College

 4 Tyler Strange G 5-9 175 Fr.-HS Leominster, Mass. / Notre Dame Prep

 5 Stefon Johnson F 6-6 215 Jr.-2L Cincinnati, Ohio / Princeton HS

 10 Max Landis G 6-1 175 Fr.-HS Indianapolis, Ind. / Perry Meridian HS

 11 Jason Dawson G 5-10 175 Jr.-TR Columbus, Ohio / Wofford College

 15 Laron Buggs G 6-1 185 Sr.-1L Tulsa, Okla. / Murray State College

 23 Jarvis Davis (RS) G 6-1 180 So.-TR Columbia, S.C. / UCF

 24 Kevin Hartley F 6-6 235 Jr.-JC Klein, Texas / Collin County College

 30 Jamal Mitchell G 6-3 180 So.-1L Charlotte, N.C. / Northside Christian Acad.

 31 Santoine Butler C 6-8 210 So.-1L Augusta, Ga. / Oldsmar Christian HS

 32 Tashan Newsome G 6-3 200 Jr.-TR Albany, N.Y. / Mississippi Valley State

 33 Corey Hensley F 6-8 220 Fr.-HS Candler, N.C. / Hargrave Military Acad.

 35 Kyle Dennis G 6-1 165 Fr.-HS Madison, Ala. / Bob Jones HS

 54 Mike Byron C 6-11 250 So.-1L San Antonio, Texas / Churchill HS

  (RS) - Davis will sit out the 2011-2012 season due to transfer regulations, eligible in 2012-2013.
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ALPHABETICAL ROSTER
 # Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr.-Exp. Hometown Previous School

 3 David Brown G 6-2 180 Gr.-2L Margate, Fla. Broward CC

 15 Laron Buggs G 6-1 185 Sr.-1L Tulsa, Okla. Murray State JC

 31 Santoine Butler C 6-8 210 So.-1L Augusta, Ga. Oldsmar Christian (Fla.) HS

 54 Mike Byron C 6-11 250 So.-1L San Antonio, Texas Churchill HS

 11 Jason Dawson G 5-10 175 Jr.-TR Columbus, Ohio Wofford College

 35 Kyle Dennis G 6-1 165 Fr.-HS Madison, Ala. Bob Jones HS

 0 Donta Harper F 6-6 180 Fr.-HS Winterville, N.C. South Central HS

 24 Kevin Hartley F 6-6 235 Jr.-JC Klein, Texas Collin College

 33 Corey Hensley F 6-8 220 Fr.-HS Candler, N.C. Hargrave Military (Va.) Acad.

 5 Stefon Johnson F 6-6 215 Jr.-3L Cincinnati, Ohio Princeton HS

 10 Max Landis G 6-1 175 Fr.-HS Indianapolis, Ind. Perry Meridian HS

 30 Jamal Mitchell G 6-3 180 So.-1L Charlotte, N.C. Northside Christian Acad.

 32 Tashan Newsome G 6-3 200 Jr.-TR Albany, N.Y. Mississippi Valley State

 2 Jay Royster G 5-10 175 Jr.-1L Shelby, N.C. Shelby HS

 4 Tyler Strange G 5-9 175 Fr.-HS Leominster, Mass. Notre Dame Prep

NUMERICAL ROSTER
 # Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr.-Exp. Hometown Previous School

 0 Donta Harper F 6-6 180 Fr.-HS Winterville, N.C. South Central HS

 2 Jay Royster G 5-10 175 Jr.-1L Shelby, N.C. Shelby HS

 3 David Brown G 6-2 180 Gr.-2L Margate, Fla. Broward CC

 4 Tyler Strange G 5-9 175 Fr.-HS Leominster, Mass. Notre Dame Prep

 5 Stefon Johnson F 6-6 215 Jr.-3L Cincinnati, Ohio Princeton HS

 10 Max Landis G 6-1 175 Fr.-HS Indianapolis, Ind. Perry Meridian HS

 11 Jason Dawson G 5-10 175 Jr.-TR Columbus, Ohio Wofford College

 15 Laron Buggs G 6-1 185 Sr.-1L Tulsa, Okla. Murray State JC

 24 Kevin Hartley F 6-6 235 Jr.-JC Klein, Texas Collin College

 30 Jamal Mitchell G 6-3 180 So.-1L Charlotte, N.C. Northside Christian Acad.

 31 Santoine Butler C 6-8 210 So.-1L Augusta, Ga. Oldsmar Christian (Fla.) HS

 32 Tashan Newsome G 6-3 200 Jr.-TR Albany, N.Y. Mississippi Valley State

 33 Corey Hensley F 6-8 220 Fr.-HS Candler, N.C. Hargrave Military (Va.) Acad.

 35 Kyle Dennis G 6-1 165 Fr.-HS Madison, Ala. Bob Jones HS

 54 Mike Byron C 6-11 250 So.-1L San Antonio, Texas Churchill HS

 Head Coach: Chris Holtmann; Assistant Coaches: Mike Netti, Jay McAuley, Takayo Siddle.



Total 3-Point F-Throw Rebounds

## Player gp-gs min avg fg-fga fg% 3fg-fga 3fg% ft-fta ft% off def tot avg pf dq a to blk stl pts avg

10 LANDIS, Max 6-6 183 30.5 27-57  . 4 7 4 15-34  . 4 4 1 10-13  . 7 6 9 1 13 14 2.3 11 0 13 13 0 6 79 13.2
11 DAWSON, Jason 6-5 174 29.0 24-57  . 4 2 1 16-34  . 4 7 1 11-14  . 7 8 6 3 17 20 3.3 10 0 10 15 0 5 75 12.5
54 BYRON, Mike 6-5 111 18.5 17-25  . 6 8 0 0-0  . 0 0 0 7-11  . 6 3 6 11 15 26 4.3 15 1 0 9 7 0 41 6.8
24 HARTLEY, Kevin 6-1 123 20.5 14-39  . 3 5 9 6-22  . 2 7 3 4-6  . 6 6 7 5 13 18 3.0 22 2 7 14 2 9 38 6.3
15 BUGGS, Laron 6-4 141 23.5 12-34  . 3 5 3 1-6  . 1 6 7 12-17  . 7 0 6 6 15 21 3.5 17 1 11 9 0 5 37 6.2
05 JOHNSON, Stefon 6-6 147 24.5 14-35  . 4 0 0 0-0  . 0 0 0 2-5  . 4 0 0 11 19 30 5.0 22 2 2 10 2 4 30 5.0
32 NEWSOME, Tashan 3-2 55 18.3 5-18  . 2 7 8 1-8  . 1 2 5 3-6  . 5 0 0 1 9 10 3.3 8 1 7 3 0 0 14 4.7
04 STRANGE, Tyler 6-1 99 16.5 7-25  . 2 8 0 5-17  . 2 9 4 4-8  . 5 0 0 2 11 13 2.2 7 0 14 5 0 8 23 3.8
00 HARPER, Donta 6-0 63 10.5 11-22  . 5 0 0 0-3  . 0 0 0 1-3  . 3 3 3 4 6 10 1.7 8 0 1 8 0 3 23 3.8
31 BUTLER, Santoine 4-0 42 10.5 5-7  . 7 1 4 0-0  . 0 0 0 3-5  . 6 0 0 6 6 12 3.0 6 0 2 4 1 2 13 3.3
30 MITCHELL, Jamal 2-0 11 5.5 1-1 1.000 0-0  . 0 0 0 3-4  . 7 5 0 2 1 3 1.5 1 0 2 0 0 0 5 2.5
33 HENSLEY, Corey 5-0 40 8.0 5-12  . 4 1 7 0-0  . 0 0 0 2-4  . 5 0 0 1 2 3 0.6 7 0 1 2 0 0 12 2.4
02 ROYSTER, Jay 1-0 11 11.0 1-1 1.000 0-0  . 0 0 0 0-0  . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 2 0 2 0 0 0 2 2.0

Team 15 12 27 5
Total.......... 6 1200 143-333  . 4 2 9 44-124  . 3 5 5 62-96  . 6 4 6 68 139 207 34.5 136 7 72 97 12 42 392 65.3
Opponents...... 6 1200 141-311  . 4 5 3 35-110  . 3 1 8 94-149  . 6 3 1 63 135 198 33.0 97 1 86 92 16 39 411 68.5

TEAM STATISTICS GWU OPP
SCORING 392 411
  Points per game 65.3 68.5
  Scoring margin -3.2 -
FIELD GOALS-ATT 143-333 141-311
  Field goal pct  . 4 2 9  . 4 5 3
3 POINT FG-ATT 44-124 35-110
  3-point FG pct  . 3 5 5  . 3 1 8
  3-pt FG made per game 7.3 5.8
FREE THROWS-ATT 62-96 94-149
  Free throw pct  . 6 4 6  . 6 3 1
  F-Throws made per game 10.3 15.7
REBOUNDS 207 198
  Rebounds per game 34.5 33.0
  Rebounding margin +1.5 -
ASSISTS 72 86
  Assists per game 12.0 14.3
TURNOVERS 97 92
  Turnovers per game 16.2 15.3
  Turnover margin -0.8 -
  Assist/turnover ratio 0.7 0.9
STEALS 42 39
  Steals per game 7.0 6.5
BLOCKS 12 16
  Blocks per game 2.0 2.7
ATTENDANCE 1250 30047
  Home games-Avg/Game 1-1250 5-6009
  Neutral site-Avg/Game - 0-0

Score by Periods 1st 2nd Totals
Gardner-Webb 201 191 392
Opponents 181 230 411

Date Opponent Score Att.
11/11/11 at Clemson  L 44-65 6000
11/13/11 at Lipscomb W 74-71 1453
11/16/11 LEES-MCRAE W 91-61 1250
11/19/11 at SC State  L 68-73 297
11/21/11 at Indiana  L 49-73 16261
11/23/11 at BUTLER  L 66-68 6036

* - Conference game

SEASON STATS
2011-2012 MEN’S BASKETBALL GAME NOTES

Overall Record: 2-4 * Big South Record: 0-0 * Home Record: 1-0 * Road Record: 1-4 * Neutral Record: 0-0 * Streak: L3
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2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Averaged 8.0 ppg in Gardner-Webb’s pair of games in Nassau Bahamas in 
August … Scored 13 points to go with three steals and two blocked shots in game vs. Bahamas National All-
Stars … Had three points, three rebounds and two assists vs. Commonwealth Bank.

High School: Played at South Central Pitt (N.C.) High under Coach Chris Cherry … One of the top forwards in 
the Tar Heel State as a senior … Named North Carolina Class 3A State Player of the Year by NCPreps.com … 
Named fi rst-team All-State (all classifi cations) by the same organization … Selected to play in the prestigious 
Jordan Brand Regional All-Star Classic in Bobcats Arena … Also played in the North Carolina East-West Game 
in Greensboro … Averaged 16.8 points, 8.4 rebounds and 3.5 assists per game to lead South Central to a runner-
up fi nish in the Class 3A State Championship Game … Scored 23 points and grabbed 14 rebounds in the title 
bout, to earn East Region MVP honors … Named Area Player of the Year by the Greenville Daily Refl ector as a 
junior and senior … Averaged 18.4 points, 6.3 rebounds and 4.1 assists per game as a junior … Rated as one 
of the top-100 small forwards in the nation by ESPN.com ... Rated as the No. 3 small forward in North Carolina 
… Chose Gardner-Webb over Western Carolina … Also drew heavy recruiting interest from Mississippi State, 
Clemson, Georgia and Georgia Tech.

#0 Donta Harper • Fr. • G/F • Winterville, N.C. / South Central HS

2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Saw two minutes of action in Gardner-Webb’s 86-76 win over defending 
national champion Commonwealth Bank.

2010-2011 at Gardner-Webb: Saw action in 13 games … Averaged 3.2 minutes per contest … Emerged as a 
reliable defensive replacement late in the season … Did not score, but averaged 0.4 rebounds, 0.1 assists and 
0.2 steals per game … Played a season-high 13 minutes at Presbyterian (1/6). 2009-2010: Did not play college 
basketball while attending North Carolina State University.

High School: Played at nearby Shelby (N.C.) High under Coach Aubrey Hollifi eld … Helped Golden Lions to 
a 29-2 record and the N.C. Class 2A State Championship… Averaged a team-high 4.3 assists, dishing off 132 
helpers in 31 games … Also averaged 5.9 points and 2.0 steals per game … Shot a solid 73 percent from the 
free throw stripe … Had a season-high 16 points vs. Ashbrook … Dished off a season-high 10 assists vs. Chase 
… Helped team to a 26-4 record as a junior.

#2 Jay Royster • Jr. • G • Shelby, N.C. / Shelby HS
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2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Played in each of the team’s exhibition games in the Bahamas ... Made one 
three-point basket in the opening game vs. the Bahamas National All-Star Team.

2010-2011 at Gardner-Webb: One of the team’s top three-point shooters down the stretch … Missed the 
fi nal six games of the season with an injury … Shot over 40.0 percent from long distance during league play … 
Played in 21 games and made two starts … Averaged 5.2 points, 0.9 rebounds and 0.4 assists per game … Shot 
38.6 percent from three-point range on the season, making 32-of-83 attempts … Scored in double fi gures four 
times, all in Big South play … Had a season-high 12 points three times: vs. VMI (1/2); at Presbyterian (1/6) 
and vs. Winthrop (2/3) … Scored 10 points, making 3-of-4 shots from long range, in a win over Charleston 
Southern (1/20) … Had nine points in fi nal game of his season vs. UNC Asheville (2/12) … Scored seven 
points at Michigan (11/21). 2009-2010 at Gardner-Webb: Played in 14 games … Averaged 3.6 points, 0.9 
rebounds and 0.6 assists per game … Played an average of 8.4 minutes per outing … Had a tough start shooting 
the basketball, fi nishing 12-of-41 from long distance (29.3 percent) … Averaged 16.4 points per 40 minutes of 
action, which was the top mark of any reserve … Scored a season-high 15 points vs. Montreat (N.C.) College 
(11/16), knocking down 6-of-10 shots and 3-of-6 shots from long range in 16 minutes of action … Also had fi ve 
rebounds and two steals in that game … Netted nine points in 12 minutes at Charlotte (12/12) … Scored six 
points at Penn State (12/19). 

Junior College: Played one season at Broward (Fla.) College in the junior college ranks as a redshirt freshman ... Led the team in scoring at 14.2 points per 
game ... Added 4.6 rebounds, 2.7 assists and 2.0 steals per game ... Named team MVP and Broward College Male Athlete of the Year ... Made 40.1 percent of his 
three-point attempts (75-of-183) ... Named fi rst-team All-Southern Florida Conference ... Scored a game-high  25  points in the opening round of the FCCA State 
Tournament ... Named to that event’s All-Tournament Team ... Had a triple-double during the regular season, going for 13 points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists 
... Chose Gardner-Webb over Montana State.

#3 David Brown • Gr. • G • Margate, Fla. / Broward College

2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Saw action in both games at point guard ... Logged 11 minutes in the win over 
Commonwealth Bank ... Scored fi ve points to go with two rebounds and two assists in that game.

High School: Played at national prep school power Notre Dame (Mass.) Prep in Fitchburg under Coach Ryan 
Hurd … A two-year starter on a team loaded with high-major Division I talent … Played in one of the toughest 
prep school leagues in the country ... One of seven Notre Dame players to sign with NCAA Division I programs 
in 2011 … Rated the No. 16 senior prospect in Massachusetts by ESPN.com … Started career at Leominster 
(Mass.) High, where he averaged 16.1 points per game as a sophomore … Earned fi rst-team All-Star honors 
from the Worcester Telegram & Gazette as a sophomore.

#4 Tyler Strange • Fr. • G • Leominster, Mass. / Notre Dame Prep



2011-2012 MEN’S BASKETBALL GAME NOTES

2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Recorded a double-double in Gardner-Webb’s 86-76 win over the Commonwealth 
Bank Giants … Scored 13 points and pulled down 10 rebounds in that game ... Also blocked two shots.

2010-2011 at Gardner-Webb: Played in all 32 games … Made 26 starts, playing both power forward and center … 
Averaged a career-best 9.2 points and 5.9 rebounds per game … Shot 47.7 percent from the fl oor (127-of-266) … Had 
15 games with at least 10 points scored … Scored a career-best 20 points on 6-of-10 shooting at High Point (12/2) 
… Scored 17 points vs. VMI (1/2) … Scored 10 points and grabbed 10 rebounds vs. Charleston Southern (1/20) … 
Scored 14 points and pulled down 16 rebounds vs. Presbyterian (2/5) … Had 14 points and 10 rebounds vs. Radford 
(2/24) … Scored 10 points in the Advance Auto Parts Big South Conference quarterfi nals at Coastal Carolina (3/1) 
… Had 10 points and 12 boards at Michigan (11/21) … Recorded at least seven rebounds in 10 different games. 
2009-2010 at Gardner-Webb: Saw action in 27 games as a true freshman … Averaged 17.4 minutes per game … 
Made nine starts at center … Posted averages of 4.7 points, 3.3 rebounds and 0.5 assists per game … Ranked second 
on the team with 13 blocked shots … Shot 53.1 percent from the fl oor (52-of-98) … Had a double-double at Winthrop 
(2/16), netting 12 points and 10 rebounds in a season-high 31 minutes of action … Followed that effort with 12 points 
vs. Elon (2/20) … Scored a season-high 15 points in a win at VMI (1/16) … Had 11 points and three blocked shots 
vs. Montreat (11/16).

High School: Played at state power Princeton (Ohio) High under Coach Josh Andrews and Coach Bill Brewer … An 
honorable mention All-City selection as a senior by the Cincinnati Enquirer … Averaged 9.4 points and 5.9 rebounds per game on a team that featured six potential Divi-
sion I recruits … Helped Vikings to a 25-2 record and a runner up fi nish in Ohio’s Division I State Tournament … Recorded four double-doubles on the season … Had 12 
points and a season-high 17 rebounds (11 offensive) in a win over Middletown … Had a season-high 16 points to go with 10 rebounds in a win over Arden (N.C.) Christ 
School and McDonald’s All-American Mason Plumlee (Duke) … Averaged 2.7 offensive rebounds per game on the season … An honorable mention All-State selection 
as a junior for the Vikings … Also earned All-City honors from the Cincinnati Enquirer … Averaged 7.6 points and 5.5 rebounds per game that season … Team fi nished 
with an 18-6 record … Had a season-high 17 points vs. nationally-ranked St. Benedict’s (N.J.) and McDonald’s All-American Samardo Samuels (Louisville) … Chose 
Gardner-Webb over Norfolk State and Morehead State.

#5 Stefon Johnson • Jr. • F • Cincinnati, Ohio / Princeton HS

2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Played signifi cant minutes in each of Gardner-Webb’s two games in Nassau, 
Bahamas … Averaged 8.5 points over two games … Scored nine points vs. the Bahamas National All-Star Team 
… Scored eight points and dished off three assists while playing both guard spots vs. the Commonwealth Bank 
Giants. 

High School: One of the top guards in Indiana as a senior at Perry Meridian (Ind.) High … Played under Coach 
Brent Keck … Earned honorable mention All-State honors from the IBCA … Named to the Indianapolis Star 
Super Team for the second season in a row … Averaged 24.2 points and 4.2 assists per game as a senior … 
Netted 38 points vs. Center Grove (Ind.) High … Scored 30 or more points four times … Outscored Kentucky 
freshman and McDonald’s All-America point guard Marquis Teague in a matchup with Indianapolis Pike on 
January 7 … Played in the annual North/South All-Star Game following the season, scoring 18 points to lead 
the North squad to a 119-101 win … Averaged 17.6 points and 4.0 assists per game as a junior … Rated as the 
No. 17 overall senior prospect in Indiana by ESPN.com … Also recruited by Wright State.

#10 Max Landis • Fr. • G • Indianapolis, Ind. / Perry Meridian HS
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2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Was the top scorer for Gardner-Webb in each of its two games in Nassau, 
Bahamas … Averaged 18.0 points, 6.5 assists and 3.5 steals per game in the two contests … Narrowly missed 
a triple-double vs. the Commonwealth Bank Giants, netting 17 points, 12 rebounds and eight assists … Scored 
19 points to go with fi ve assists and four steals (one turnover) vs. the Bahamas National All-Star Team.

2010-2011 at Gardner-Webb: Redshirted after transferring from Wofford (S.C.) College. 2009-2010 at Wof-
ford: Played in all 35 games off the bench as a sophomore … Helped Terriers to a 26-9 record, Southern Con-
ference regular season and tournament titles and a berth in the 2010 NCAA Tournament … Averaged 2.8 points, 
1.2 rebounds and 1.1 assists per game … Shot a solid 36.9 percent from long distance (22-of-60) … Averaged 
13.0 minutes per game … Scored a season-high 12 points off the bench at Georgia (11/17), lifting Wofford to 
a key road win. 2008-09 at Wofford: Played in 30 games and made 10 starts as a true freshman … Ranked 
fourth on the team in scoring (5.7 ppg) and was the team’s top assist man (3.1 apg) … Ranked second on the 
team with 36 three-pointers and ranked in the top-15 in the SoCon with a solid 39.1 shooting percentage from 
long distance … Had a career-high 16 points at College of Charleston and dished off a career-best 11 assists at 
Navy … Helped Terriers to a 16-14 record.

Prep School: Played two seasons at traditional power Fork Union (Va.) Military Academy under Coach Fletcher 
Arritt … Helped team to 47 combined wins … Scored a career-high 31 points vs. the North Carolina junior varsity in Chapel Hill during the 2008 season.

High School: Played at Worthington Christian (Ohio) High … Earned All-District and All-State honors as a senior.

#11 Jason Dawson • 5-10 • 175 • Jr. • Columbus, Ohio / Wofford

2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Came alive in the second game of the team’s Bahamas tour, scoring 14 points 
and pulling down fi ve rebounds in an 86-76 win over the Commonwealth Bank Giants.

2010-2011 at Gardner-Webb: Played in all 32 games, making 30 starts … Played both point guard and shoot-
ing guard in several games … Averaged 10.2 points, 3.1 rebounds and 1.8 assists per game … Shot 38.9 percent 
from the fl oor (109-of-280) and made 81 free throws in 128 attempts (63.3 percent) … Added 1.2 steals per 
game as one of the team’s more physical perimeter defenders … Had at least 10 points in 18 different games 
… Scored a career-high 19 points at Tennessee Tech (2/19) … Scored in double digits 10 times in the last 12 
games of the season (13.3 ppg) … Scored 17 points in the regular-season fi nale win over High Point (2/26), 
helping GWU to a 24-0 lead in the fi rst half … Scored 18 points on 7-of-13 shooting in the Advance Auto Parts Big 
South Conference quarterfi nals at Coastal Carolina (3/1) … Scored 17 points vs Presbyterian (2/5) … Scored 
16 points vs. Coastal Carolina (1/22), and averaged 14.7 points vs. the regular season champions in three 
games … Had 16 points at No. 20 Louisville (12/18) … Scored 11 points at Florida State (11/15).

Junior College: Spent two seasons at Murray State (Okla.) College … Earned a spot on the Region II All-
Tournament team following sophomore season … Led the team with 17.3 points and 4.4 assists per game and 
averaged 5.2 rebounds in 29 games played … Made 109-of-145 free throws (75.2 percent) and was a solid 32-

of-78 from long range (41.0 percent) … Scored 31 points in a win at Western Oklahoma JC.

High School: Played at Tulsa Central (Okla.) High under Coach Terry Scott … Earned honorable mention Class 5A All-State honors as a senior … Averaged 
16.2 points, 4.5 rebounds and 3.1 assists per game.

#15 Laron Buggs • Sr. • G • Tulsa, Okla. / Murray State College
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Will sit out the 2011-2012 season in accordance with NCAA Division I transfer regulations.

2010-2011 at UCF: Played in 16 games as a freshman for the Golden Knights … Averaged 1.4 points and 5.8 
minutes per game … Had a career-high 10 points and fi ve assists in just 22 minutes against Alabama State … 
Had four points at UMass.

Prep School: Played one season at national power Hargrave (Va.) Military under Coach Kevin Keatts … Aver-
aged 13 points, fi ve assists and six steals … Helped lead Tigers to a 24-1 record … Averaged 16 points and six 
assists at the 2010 National Prep Showcase … Originally committed to Charlotte … Chose UCF after consider-
ing offers from 12 Division I programs, including Texas Tech, Nebraska, Wichita State, Creighton and Marshall.

High School: Played at Ridgeview (S.C.) High under Coach John Combs … Rated the No. 18 overall prospect 
in the Class of 2009 by the High School Sports Report (Winthrop’s Robbie Dreher was No. 22) … Rated one 
of the top fi ve seniors in Class 4A … Played in the 2009 Carolinas All-Star Classic … Averaged 19.5 points, 
6.0 rebounds and 4.3 assists per game … Had 15 points in a matchup with national powerhouse Oak Hill (Va.) 
Academy … Netted at least 25 points in six different agmes … Had a season-high 36 points vs. Calhoun County 
(1/10) … Had 34 points in fi rst meeting with Calhoun County (12/12) … Scored 30 points vs. Lancaster (2/6) 

… Signed with Louisiana Tech, becoming the fi rst player from Ridgeview to ever sign a Division I basketball scholarship.

#23 Jarvis Davis • 6-1 • 180 • So. • G • Columbia, S.C. / UCF

2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Scored 13 points and grabbed eight rebounds in the opening game vs. the 
Bahamas National All-Star Team.

Junior College: Played two seasons at Collin (Texas) College under Coach Jim Sigona … Averaged 14.9 points, 
6.1 rebounds and 1.6 assists per game as a sophomore … Ranked fi fth in NJCAA Region V in scoring … Led 
Cougars to a 25-6 record … Shot a solid 39.6 percent from three-point range (36-of-91) … Averaged 16.7 points 
per game in league play … Chose Gardner-Webb over Lamar and Texas State.

High School: Played at Klein Collins (Texas) High near Houston … Averaged 16.2 points and 9.5 rebounds per 
game as a senior … Shot 74.1 percent from the fl oor (227-of-306) and 65.6 percent from long distance (44-of-
67) … Scored a season-high 33 points vs. Spring (Texas) High … Rated as the nation’s No. 182 small forward 
prospect by ESPN.com following his senior campaign.

#24 Kevin Hartley • Jr. • F • Klein, Texas / Collin County College
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2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Came off the bench to score six points and grab a rebound in less than two 
minutes vs. Commonwealth Bank ... Closed out the game with a dunk in the closing seconds.

2010-2011 at Gardner-Webb: Joined the team in January as a walk-on, and scored fi ve points in a season-high 
18 minutes at Presbyterian (1/6) … Made fi rst two shots of his career … Saw action in four games, averaging 
5.3 minutes per outing … Averaged 1.3 points and 0.5 rebounds per game.

High School: A three-year starter at Northside Christian (N.C.) Academy under Coach Frank Shimkus III … 
Averaged 22 points, six rebounds and four assists per game as a senior, leading team to a 23-12 mark … Earned 
third-team Super Team honors from Charlotte Weekly Newspaper … Selected to play in the prestigious Char-
lotte Pro-Am High School All-Star Game, and scored eight points in that event … Averaged 17 points, seven 
rebounds and three assists as a junior … A two-time All-Metrolina Conference fi rst-team selection … Starred 
for the United Celtics on the AAU circuit.

#30 Jamal Mitchell • So. • G • Charlotte, N.C. / Northside Christian Acad.

2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Scored six points, blocked two shots and pulled down a rebound vs. Com-
monwealth Bank.

2010-2011 at Gardner-Webb: Played in 27 games as a true freshman … Made fi ve starts, including three 
starts in the fi nal four games … Averaged 3.1 points, 2.0 rebounds and 0.7 blocks per game … Scored a season-
high nine points on 4-of-8 shooting in the Advance Auto Parts Big South Conference quarterfi nals at Coastal 
Carolina (3/1) … Averaged 7.8 points over the season’s fi nal fi ve games … Blocked 18 shots on the season, 
including two at Florida State (11/15) and three at Arizona State (12/11) … Scored eight points, grabbed two 
boards and blocked a pair of shots vs. High Point (2/26).

High School: Played senior season at Oldsmar Christian (Fla.) High under Coach Ryan Pannone … Rated as 
one of the top-50 prospects in Florida for the Class of 2010 by FloridaHoops.com … Averaged 14 points, 10 
rebounds and two blocks per game against a very strong schedule … Transferred to Oldsmar Christian after 
playing at Cross Creek (Ga.) High under Coach Tracey Gamble … One of the top players in the Augusta area as 
a junior … Averaged 15.0 points, 10.3 rebounds and 4.3 blocks per game for the Razorbacks in 2009 … Earned 
All-Area honors from the Augusta Chronicle and was a fi rst-team All-Region 3-AAAA selection … Rated as the 
No. 24 overall prospect in the Peach State by ESPN.com for the Class of 2010 following his junior season … 

Played AAU basketball for Team Truth and Coach Curtis Wheeler … Chose Gardner-Webb over UT-Martin, Coastal Carolina and Radford, among others.

#31 Santoine Butler • So. • F • Augusta, Ga. / Oldsmar Christian HS
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2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Scored nine points in the opening game vs. the Bahamas National All-Star 
Team.

2010-2011 at Gardner-Webb: Redshirted after transferring in August from Mississippi Valley State. 2009-
2010 at Mississippi Valley State: Played in eight games for the Delta Devils as a sophomore before transferring 
… Averaged 9.1 points, 4.1 rebounds, 1.9 assists and 1.4 steals per game … Scored 14 points at Washington 
State (11/14) … Netted 17 points in fi nal game played at Arkansas (12/5). 2009-2009 at Mississippi Valley 
State: Saw action in 31 games as a freshman … Averaged 6.9 points, 1.9 rebounds and 1.3 assists per game … 
Averaged 20.3 minutes per game … Scored 11 points at Oklahoma (11/17) … Scored a career-high 22 points 
at Creighton (12/2) … Averaged 14.5 points per game in two appearances vs. Alabama State … Had 10 games 
with at least 10 points.

High School: Starred at Colonie (N.Y.) High under Coach Doug Kilmer … Averaged 18.7 points, 5.2 rebounds 
and 4.2 assists per game as a senior … A second-team All-Area selection as a senior by the Troy Record … 
Played for the powerful Albany City Rocks AAU program under Coach Antwan Morrison … Recruited by several 
major programs, including Villanova, St. John’s, Virginia Tech, Virginia Commonwealth and George Mason.

#32 Tashan Newsome • Jr. • G • Albany, N.Y. / Mississippi Valley St.

2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Saw action in each game for the Runnin’ Bulldogs during the August exhibi-
tion tour in Nassau ... Played fi ve minutes in the win over Commonwealth Bank ... Averaged 1.0 rebound per 
game.

Postgraduate: Played one season of postgraduate basketball under Coach Kevin Keatts at national power-
house Hargrave Military (Va.) Academy … Served as the Tigers’ sixth man for much of the season.

High School: Played at Enka (N.C.) High under Coach Brian Carver … Earned All-State honors from NCPreps.
com and the North Carolina Coaches Association as a senior … One of the state’s top scorers, regardless of 
classifi cation, at 27.6 points per game … Added 12.3 rebounds per game … Scored 30 points or more 10 times, 
including 43 points vs. North Buncombe and 41 against A.C. Reynolds … Named District 12 Player of the Year 
and Conference Player of the Year … A fi rst-team All-WNC selection by the Asheville Citizen-Times … Selected 
to play in the annual East-West Game in Greensboro, N.C. … Led all scorers with 22 points and grabbed 12 
rebounds in that game … Averaged 19.8 points and 9.1 rebounds per game as a junior … Chose Gardner-Webb 
over offers from Navy and The Citadel.

#33 Corey Hensley • Fr. • F • Candler, N.C. / Hargrave Military Acad.
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2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Saw two minutes of action in the 86-76 win over Commonwealth Bank.

High School: Played at Bob Jones (Ala.) High under Coach Danny Petty … Helped team to 45 wins over his fi nal 
two seasons, including 25 victories as a senior … Helped Patriots to the 2009-2010 Alabama Class 6A State 
Championship as a junior.

#35 Kyle Dennis • Fr. • G • Madison, Ala. / Bob Jones HS

2011 Bahamas Tour Highlights: Was one of the team’s most improved players during the two-game visit to 
Nassau, Bahamas … Averaged 8.0 points, 6.5 rebounds and 2.0 blocks in the two games ... Shot 67 percent 
from the fl oor.

2010-2011 at Gardner-Webb: Played in all 32 games as a true freshman … Started 21 contests … Averaged 
3.8 points, 3.4 rebounds and 0.8 blocks per game … Shot an effi cient 57.7 percent from the fl oor (45-of-78) 
and was a solid 30-of-45 from the charity stripe (66.7 percent) … Had a pair of double-fi gure scoring games 
on the season … Scored a season-high 11 points to go with 15 rebounds at UNC Asheville … Earned Big South 
Conference Freshman of the Week honors for that performance … Had 10 points and seven rebounds in a win 
over Western Carolina (11/27) … Netted nine points and 11 rebounds  to go with a pair of blocks in an overtime 
loss to Liberty (12/31) … Blocked a season-high three shots twice, vs. Winthrop (2/3) and Radford (2/24).

High School: Played at Churchill (Texas) High under Coach Randy Schuster … Rated the No. 105 center in the 
nation and the No. 11 center prospect in Texas by ESPN.com … Helped Chargers to a 23-15 record as a senior 
… Earned All-District honors for the second season in a row … Averaged 10 points and nine rebounds per game 
… Earned All-District honors as a junior after averaging 9.3 points, 9.5 rebounds and 2.3 blocks per game.

#54 Mike Byron • So. • C • San Antonio, Texas / Churchill HS


