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Team Information

Record ..............................................3-3, 0-0 WAC

Last game ............................. Nov. 25 vs. Texas St.

L, 73-66

Head Coach ........................................... KT Turner

Career Record / Years ............................... 0-0, 1st 

UTA Record / Years ....................................... same

NET Ranking .........................................................-

Assistant Coaches ....... Sean Stout, Jeremy Pope, 

Keith Pickens, Cody San Miguel, Doug Compton

Team Information

Record .............................................3-3, 0-0  WAC

Last game ........................Nov. 20  vs. Missouri St. 

L, 87-69

Head Coach ..................................... Brette Tanner

Career Record / Years ...........................41-31 / 3rd

ACU Record / Years ......................................Same

Mid-Major Poll ................................................. N/A

NET Ranking .........................................................-

Assistant Coaches ..........Cinco Boone, Ted Crass, 

Doug Karleskint, Jon Trilli, Jaylen Franklin, 

Maverick Harris 

Director of Operations ......... Cameron Henderson

ABILENE CHRISTIAN BASKETBALL
2023-24 Schedule2023-24 Schedule

NOVEMBER

6 @Oklahoma State W, 64-59
10 @North Carolina State L, 84-64
14 Prairie View L, 79-74
17 vs. San Jose State^ W, 77-71
19 vs. Fordham^ W, 59-45
20 vs. Missouri State^ L, 87-69
29 @Texas-Arlington* 7 p.m.

DECEMBER

2 Stephen F. Austin* 5 p.m.
6 Northern Arizona 7 p.m.
10 Howard Payne 3 p.m.
17 Texas-El Paso 3 p.m.
21 @Arkansas 6 p.m.
30 @Western Kentucky 2 p.m.

JANUARY

6 UTRGV* 5 p.m.
11 @Grand Canyon* 8 p.m.
13 @California Baptist* 7 p.m.
18 @Tarleton State* TBA
20 Texas-Arlington* 3 p.m.
25 Utah Tech* 7 p.m.
27 Southern Utah* 3 p.m.

FEBRUARY

1 Tarleton State* 7 p.m.
8 @Seattle* TBA
10 @Utah Valley* 4 p.m.
15 @UTRGV* 6:30 p.m.
17 @Stephen F. Austin* TBA
22 California Baptist* 7 p.m.
24 Grand Canyon* 3 p.m.
29 @Southern Utah* TBA

MARCH

2 @Utah Tech* 8 p.m.
7 Seattle* 7 p.m.
9 Utah Valley* 3 p.m.

*Western Athletic Conference
^Virgin Islands Paradise Jam
-All game times are listed in central time

ACU MEDIA RELATIONS
Ray Fink

Assistant AD for Communications/Creative Services
ACU Box 27916 • Abilene, Texas 79699-7916

405-570-7097 (cell)
ray.fi nk@acu.edu

Website: www.ACUSports.com  Twitter: ACUSports
Instagram: acusports  Facebook: ACU Sports

MAVERICKS

3-3
Overall

0-0
WAC

Category Overall NCAA Rank

Scoring Off . 75.7 175

Scoring Def. 76.7 284

FG Percentage 42.7 249

FG % Defense 43.0 201

3-Pt FG Pct. 31.2 234

3-Pt. FG % Def. 36.3 298

Free Throw % 70.2 196

Reb. / Game 43.0 19

Reb. Margin 9.2 33

Turnover Margin -5.5 344

Assists/Game 17.3 41

Steals/Game 4.3 333

Blocks/Game 3.3 177

WILDCATS

3-3
Overall

0-0
WAC

Category Overall NCAA Rank

Scoring Off . 67.8 291

Scoring Def. 70.8 172

FG Percentage 40.6 308

FG % Defense 44.0 241

3-Pt FG Pct. 33.0 182

3-Pt. FG % Def. 28.2 64

Free Throw % 72.1 142

Reb. / Game 32.3 315

Reb. Margin -6.5 331

Turnover Margin 1.7 127

Assists/Game 11.3 280

Steals/Game 6.5 207

Blocks/Game 1.8 320

G A M E 
7

ACU vs. at UT-Arlington
College Park Center

Arlington, Texas
Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2023

7 p.m. Central
ESPN+

101.7 FM The Patriot

ACU Texas-Arlington

CAMERON STEELE
F • 6-8 • 210 • Sr. 
Excelsior, Minn.• Minnetonka HS5

 GP-GS FG% 3-Pt% FT% PPG RPG APG

  6-6 .350 .450 1.000 7.0 2.8 1.0

    • Southland Commissioner’s Honor Roll (2020-21)

    • WAC Player of the Week (1/3/22)

    • WAC All-Academic (2021-22 and 2022-23)

PROBABLE STARTERS

HUNTER JACK MADDEN
G • 6-2 • 190 • Sr.
Sydney, Austrailia • Otero JC21

 GP-GS FG% 3-Pt% FT% PPG RPG APG

6-6  .500 .579 .769 12.5 5.0 1.0

      • Went for 22 points and nine rebounds in a win 

over San Jose State in the Paradise Jam.

       • Twice made 4 three-pointers in a game this 

season.

       • Academic All-WAC in 2022-23

      • WAC Emerging Leader in 2022-23

AIRION SIMMONS
F • 6-5 • 264 • SR 
Little Rock, Ark. • Parkview Magnetn23

 GP-GS FG% 3-Pt% FT% PPG RPG APG

6-5  .448 .368 .429 12.2 5.3 1.5

• Coming off  of a 25-point performance against 

Missouri State.

• Had a double-double at Oklahoma State (11-11)

• Went for a season-high 20 points on the road at GCU 

last season.

• Back-to-back 17 point eff orts against UTA and GCU, 

NASIR DEGRUY 
F • 6-4 • 180 • So. 
New Orleans • LSU-Eunice10

 GP-GS FG% 3-Pt% FT% PPG RPG APG

6-3  .429 0 .833 3.8 2.3 1.0

    • Made his third consecutive start against Missouri 

State in Paradise Jam.

     • Averaged 11.3 points and 3 assists at LSU-E

    • Season-high of 22 points last season

    • Season-highs of 6 rebounds and 6 assists came in 

same game last season

ALI ABDOU DIBBA
G • 6-4 • 185 • Jr. 
Stockholm, Sweden. • Chicago State24

 GP-GS FG% 3-Pt% FT% PPG RPG APG

 6-6 .439 .143 .731 13.0 3.5 1.2

• Scored 15 points in the season-opening win at 

Oklahoma State

• 16 double-fi gure scoring games, including six in a 

row last season

• Averaged 9.6 points and 3.1 rebounds last season
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#0 · JV Seat

Guard
6-3, 240, So., 1VL

Edmond, Okla. / Edmond 
Memorial HS

#5 · Cameron Steele

Forward
6-8, 205, Sr., 3VL

Excelsior, Minn. / Min-
netonka HS

#24 · Ali Dibba
Ah-LEE Dibb-Uh

Guard
6-4, 185, Jr., TR/1VL

Stockholm, Sweden / 
Chicago State

#25 · Immanuel Allen

Guard
6-4, 215, Sr., 3VL

Phoenix / Butler CC

#2 · Yaniel Rivera
YAWN-yell (pronunced like 

Daniel)
Guard

6-4, Fr., HS
Bayamon, Puerto Rico / 

Dade Christian HS

#3 · Leonardo Bettiol
Bet-EE-ohl

Forward
6-8, 214, So., 1VL

Roncade, Italy / Liceo 
Duca degli Abruzzi

#4 · Kavion McClain
KAY-vee-on

Guard
5-9, Jr., TR

Memphis, Tenn. / Howard 
College

#10 · Nasir DeGruy
NAH-see-air DE-grew

Guard
6-4, 180, So., TR

New Orleans, La.. / LSU 
Eunice

#11 · Ma’Shy Hill
MAH-shy

Forward
6-9, Fr., HS

Austin Texas / Spire Insti-
tute Academy

#13 · Mo Muoneke
Mew-oh-neck-eh

Guard
6-5, 218, So., 1VL

Cypress, Texas / Cypress 
Ranch HS

#21 · Hunter Jack 
Madden
Guard

6-2, 190, Jr., TR/1VL
Sydney, Australia / Otero 

College

#23 · Airion Simmons
Air-EE-on

Forward
6-5, 264, Sr., 4VL

Little Rock, Ark. / Parkview 
Magnet HS

#1 · Colby Tanner

Guard
5-10, 160, So., 1VL

Abilene, Texas / Wylie HS

#22 · Aidan Igiehon
ee-GYAY-hawn

Forward
6-10, 250, Sr., TR

Dublin, Ireland / Grand 
Canyon / Louisville

Brette Tanner
Head Coach
3rd season

Cinco Boone
Assistant Coach

1st season

Ted Crass
Assistant Coach

6th season

Cam Henderson
Assistant Coach

1st season

Doug Karleskint
Assistant Coach

1st season

Jon Trilli
Assistant Coach

5th season

Jaylen Franklin
Graduate Assistant

Maverick Harris
Video Coordinator

2023-24 ACU Roster
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Roster BreakdownRoster BreakdownNumerical RosterNumerical Roster

# Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. Exp. Hometown  Previous School
0 JV Seat G 6-3 240 So. 1VL Edmond, Okla. Edmond Memorial HS
1 Colby Tanner G 5-10 160 So. 1VL Abilene, Texas Wylie HS
2 Yaniel Rivera G 6-4  Fr. HS Bayamon, Puerto Rico Dade Christian HS
3 Leonardo Bettiol F 6-8 214 So. 1VL Roncade, Italy Liceo Duca degli Abruzzi
4 Kavion McClain G 5-9  Jr. TR Memphis, Tenn. Howard College
5 Cameron Steele F 6-8 205 Sr. 3VL Excelsior, Minn. Minnetonka HS
10 Nasir DeGruy G 6-4 180 So. TR New Orleans, La. LSU Eunice
11 Ma’Shy Hill F 6-9  Fr. HS Austin, Texas Spire Institute Academy
13 Muodubem Muoneke G 6-5 218 So. 1VL Cypress, Texas Cypress Ranch HS
21 Hunter Jack Madden G 6-2 190 Sr. TR/1VL Sydney, Australia Otero JC
22 Aidan Igiehon F 6-10 250 Sr. TR Dublin, Ireland Grand Canyon / Louisville
23 Airion Simmons F 6-5 264 Sr. 4VL Little Rock, Ark. Parkview Magnet HS
24 Ali Abdou Dibba G 6-4 185 Jr. 1VL Stockholm, Sweden Chicago State
25 Immanuel Allen G 6-4 215 Sr. 3VL Phoenix Butler Community College

Alphabetical RosterAlphabetical Roster

# Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. Exp. Hometown Previous School
25 Immanuel Allen G 6-4 215 Sr. 3VL Phoenix Butler Community College
3 Leonardo Bettiol F 6-8 214 So. 1VL Roncade, Italy Liceo Duca degli Abruzzi
10 Nasir DeGruy G 6-4 180 So. TR New Orleans, La. LSU Eunice
24 Ali Abdou Dibba G 6-4 185 Jr. 1VL Stockholm, Sweden Chicago State
11 Ma’Shy Hill F 6-9  Fr. HS Austin, Texas Spire Institute Academy
22 Aidan Igiehon F 6-10 250 Sr. TR Dublin, Ireland Grand Canyon / Louisville
21 Hunter Jack Madden G 6-2 190 Sr. TR/1VL Sydney, Australia Otero JC
4 Kavion McClain G 5-9  Jr. TR Memphis, Tenn. Howard College
13 Muodubem Muoneke G 6-5 218 So. 1VL Cypress, Texas Cypress Ranch HS
2 Yaniel Rivera G 6-4  Fr. HS Bayamon, Puerto Rico Dade Christian HS
0 JV Seat G 6-3 240 So. 1VL Edmond, Okla. Edmond Memorial HS
23 Airion Simmons F 6-5 264 Sr. 4VL Little Rock, Ark. Parkview Magnet HS
5 Cameron Steele F 6-8 205 Sr. 3VL Excelsior, Minn. Minnetonka HS
1 Colby Tanner G 5-10 160 So. 1VL Abilene, Texas Wylie HS

By Class

Seniors (4)

Cameron Steele F 6-8 205

Hunter Jack Madden G 6-2 190

Immanuel Allen G 6-4 215

Aiden Igiehon F 6-10 250

Juniors (3)

Hunter Jack Madden G 6-2 190

Ali Dibba G 6-4 185

Kavion McClain G 5-9 165

Sophomores (5)

Leonardo Bettiol F 6-8 214

Colby Tanner G 5-10 160

Nasir DeGruy G 6-4 180

JV Seat G 6-3 240

Muodubem Muoneke G 6-5 218

Freshmen (2)

Yaniel Rivera G 6-4 220

Ma’Shy Hill F 6-9 240

By Position

Guards (9)

Reese Miller G 6-3 165

Colby Tanner G 5-10 160

JV Seat G 6-3 240

Hunter Jack Madden G 6-2 190

Muodubem Muoneke G 6-5 218

Ali Dibba G 6-4 185

Immanuel Allen G 6-4 215

Yaniel Rivera G 6-4 220

Kavion McClain G 5-9 165

Forwards (5)

Leonardo Bettiol F 6-8 214

Cameron Steele F 6-8 205

Airion Simmons F 6-5 264

Ma’Shy Hill F 6-9 240

Aiden Igiehon F 6-10 250

Starters and Lettermen Returning / LostStarters and Lettermen Returning / Lost

Starters Returning (2)

No.  Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. Exp. PPG RPG APG GP/GS
23 Airion Simmons F 6-5 264 Sr. 4VL 10.89 2.5 1.0 25/21
25 Immanuel Allen G 6-4 215 Sr. 3VL 9.6 3.8 2.8 29/18

Starters Lost (3)

No.  Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. Exp. PPG RPG APG GP/GS

11 Tobias Cameron G 6-5 210 Sr. 4VL 9.9 4.4 2.4 30/28

1 Damien Daniels G 5-7 140 Sr. 4VL 8.8 3.1 3.7 36/4

32 Joe Pleasant F 6-7 220 R-Sr. 2VL 8.5 4.6 1.0 27/23 

Other Lettermen Returning (5)

No.  Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Cl. Exp. PPG RPG APG GP/GS
0 JV Seat G 6-3 240 So. 1VL 2.2 0.9 0.1 15/0
1 Colby Tanner G 5-10 160 So. 1VL 0.7 0.9 0.1 12/0
3 Leonardo Bettiol F 6-8 214 So. 1VL 4.4 1.1 0.2 24/0
5 Cameron Steele F 6-8 205 Sr. 3VL 6.0 2.4 0.5 29/6
13 Muodubem Muoneke G 6-5 218 So. 1VL 0.8 0.7 0.1 11/0
21 Hunter Jack Madden G 6-2 190 Sr. TR/1VL 5.9 2.6 1.8 30/12
24 Ali Abdou Dibba G 6-4 185 Jr. 1VL 9.6 3.1 0.7 30/11 
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News and NotesNews and NotesCollegeInsider.com Mid-Major PollCollegeInsider.com Mid-Major Poll
(Through Nov. 20)
# Team W-L Pts. Last
1 Gonzaga (28) 2-0 764 1
2 Akron 4-0 667 2
3 James Madison (2) 4-0 665 3
4 Liberty (1) 5-0 650 4
5 Drake 3-0 601 5
6 UNCW 3-0 585 6
7 UNCG 2-1 515 23
8 Bradley 3-0 481 13
9 Grand Canyon 3-0 478 8
10 Princeton 4-0 465 18
11 Yale 4-2 454 10
12 UC Irvine 3-1 399 (32)
13 Toledo 3-0 346 15
14 Western Carolina 4-0 297 (33)
15 Kent State 3-2 269 14
16 Weber State 3-2 262 9
17 Santa Clara 4-0 186 (31)
18 Vermont 4-1 185 (29)
19 Furman 3-2 160 11
20 Eastern Kentucky 2-1 159 17
21 Purdue Fort Wayne 5-0 145 (36)
22 UC Santa Barbara 1-2 131 19
23 Saint Mary’s 2-3 120 7
24 Portland State 5-1 84 (37)
25 Stephen F. Austin 3-1 75 (40)

OTHERS RECEIVING VOTES: Harvard 74, Cornell 71, Northern 
Illinois 68, UMass-Lowell 66, Chattanooga 56, McNeese State 
53, Penn 50, Colgate 48, Middle Tennessee 48, UTEP 42, Long 
Beach State 33, Missouri State 32, Loyola Marymount 25, San 
Francisco 24, Northern Iowa 22, Ohio 21, Tennessee State 
21, UC San Diego 18, Presbyterian 17, South Dakota State 
16, Drexel 15, Norfolk State 14, Charleston 13, UNC Asheville 
13, Indiana State 12, UC Davis 11, Illinois State 10, Montana 
State 10, Delaware 8, Wright State 4, Belmont 2, Evansville 2, 
Quinnipiac 1, Sacred Heart 1.

# Team W-L Points LW
1 Purdue (60) 6-0 1,572 2
2 Arizona (1) 6-0 1,467 3
3 Marquette 5-1 1,418 4
4 UConn (2) 6-0 1,411 5
5 Kansas 5-1 1,312 1
6 Houston 7-0 1,289 6
7 Duke 5-1 1,194 9
8 Miami (FL) 5-0 1,031 10
9 Baylor 6-0 1,030 13
10 Tennessee 4-2 937 7
11 Gonzaga 4-1 964 11
12 Kentucky 5-1 727 16
13 Florida Atlantic 5-1 664 19
14 Texas A&M 6-1 646 12
15 Creighton 5-1 613 8
16 Texas 5-1 571 15
17 North Carolina 5-1 567 14
18 Villanova 6-1 534 NR
19 BYU 6-0 416 NR
20 Colorado State 6-0 330 NR
21 Mississippi State 6-0 309 25
22 James Madison 6-0 303 22
23 Alabama 5-1 259 17
24 Illinois 5-1 134 NR
25 Oklahoma 6-0 120 NR
Others receiving votes: Memphis 108, San Diego State 102, 
Colorado 70, Ohio State 67, TCU 66, Michigan State 57, Auburn 
46, UCLA 24, Princeton 14, Arkansas 10, Florida State 8, Iowa 
State 8, Southern California 7, Liberty 7, Nevada 6, Clemson 
6, Virginia 6, Mississippi 5, Nebraska 4, South Carolina 2, 
Cincinnati 2, Kansas State 1, Bradley 1.

Starting the WAC
- ACU begins the Western Athletic Conference sea-
son on Wednesday at Texas-Arlington. The Wildcats 
have taken both games in the conference series, 
winning 84-68 in Abilene last season after an 80-71 
overtime victory in Arlington in the 2021-22 season.
- When the teams met last season, two current 
Wildcats reached double fi gures in scoring. Airion 
Simmons had a team-leading 17 points and Camer-
on Steele added 13.
- ACU is 6-4 in its last 10 conference openers, 
including a 3-0 mark when those games are played 
at home and 3-4 when played on the road. ACU is 
1-1 when starting the conference season as a WAC 
member.

Last 10 ACU Conference Openers 
Year Opponent Result League
2022 @Stephen F. Austin L, 68-75 WAC
2021 @Utah Valley W, 80-76 WAC
2020 Lamar W, 83-63 Southland
2019 @New Orleans W, 77-71 Southland
2018 New Orleans W, 68-58 Southland
2017 @New Orleans L, 74-77 Southland
2016 @New Orleans L, 66-75 Southland
2015 Central Arkansas W, 62-61 Southland
2014 Central Arkansas W, 87-70 Southland
2013 @New Orleans L, 81-87 Southland

Pre-Holiday Trip
- Hunter Jack Madden and Ali Abdou Dibba were 
both selected to the All-Tournament team for the Par-
adise Jam after the Wildcats reached the tournament 
fi nals.
- Abilene Christian advanced to the fi nals of the 
Paradise Jam with a 59-45 win over Fordham on 
Nov. 19. ACU scored the fi rst 12 points of the game 
and never trailed.
- ACU lost to Missouri State in the fi nals of the Para-
dise Jam on Monday in a WAC-MVC championship 
rematch. Drake beat Tarleton State in the fi nals last 
year. Airion Simmons had 25 points in the game.
- Abilene Christian opened the Paradise Jam with a 
77-71 win over San Jose State in the fi rst meeting 
between the teams. ACU rallied from down 10 points 
at the half.
- Abilene Christian is making the pre-holiday trip to 
the Virgin Islands for the Paradise Jam along with 
San Jose State (Friday’s game), Norfolk State, 
Fordham, Hampton, Kent State, Missouri State 
and Florida Gulf Coast. The tournament will be a 
traditional eight-team bracket. The action began on 
Friday with ACU defeating San Jose State, Fordham 
moving forward against Norfolk State, Missouri State 
downing Florida Gulf Coast and Kent State drum-
ming Hampton.
- ACU’s contest with Fordham on Sunday will be the 
fi rst meeting between the schools.

Clutch in the Crunch
 - Abilene Christian took a late lead to defeat San 
Jose State on Nov. 17, getting a basket from Ali 
Abdou Dibba with 45 seconds left. 
- The Cats then forced a turnover and two missed 
three-pointers while Dibba and Hunter Jack Madden 
canned two free throws each to hold the lead.

Free Throw Loss
- Abilene Christian’s home loss on Nov. 13 saw Prai-
rie View go an incredible 33 for 34 at the free throw 
line for 97 percent. ACU shot a nice 79 percent itself, 
hitting 23 of 29 attempts. 
- Head Coach Brette Tanner attributed the loss to the 
Panthers being more aggressive on offense. “I just 
thought we settled,” Tanner said after the game. “We 
didn’t play physical. We were not the most aggres-
sive team and that’s the message tonight.”

Big Win at Oklahoma State
- Abilene Christian got its fi rst win over Oklahoma 
State since the 1960s and it was the fi rst home sea-
son-opening loss for the Cowboys since 1954. 
- ACU had three scorers in double fi gures in the fi rst 
game, led by Abi Abdou Dibba with 15. 
- Airion Simmons had a double-double with 11 points 
and 11 rebounds and also led the Wildcats with four 
assists with only one turnover.

WAC Emerging Leaders
- Hunter Jack Madden of ACU men’s basketball and 
21 student-athletes from other WAC member insti-
tutions that are non-WAC Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee (SAAC) representatives were selected to 
the initial roster of conference emerging leaders. 

First Facts
- ACU was 13-17 a year ago and fi nished with a 7-11 
conference mark. The Wildcats made the Western 
Athletic Conference Tournament last season, but this 
season that postseason fi eld narrows to the top eight 
teams in Las Vegas next March. The league coaches 
have ACU making that trip, ranking them fi fth in the 
preseason poll.

WAC Preseason Coaches’ Poll
# Team (1st-Place Votes)  Points
1.  Grand Canyon (9)   99
2.  Stephen F. Austin (2)  87
3.  Seattle U   86
4.  Utah Valley   61
5.  Abilene Christian   60
6.  Tarleton State   49
7.  California Baptist   47
8.  UT Arlington   43
9.  Southern Utah   26
 UTRGV    26
11.  Utah Tech   21

AP Top 25AP Top 25
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Quick FactsACU When They..ACU When They..

Play at home......................................................... 0-1
Play on the road  ................................................... 1-1
Play at a neutral site ............................................. 2-1
Lead at the half .................................................... 3-1
Trail at the half ..................................................... 0-2
Game tied at the half . ......................................... 0-0
Lead with 2:00 left in regulation ..........................3-0
Trail with 2:00 left in regulation ...........................0-3
Tied with 2:00 left in regulation .......................... 0-0
Shoot 50% or better ............................................ 0-0
Shoot less than 50% ............................................3-3
Opponent shoots 50% or better .......................... 0-1
Shoot better than opponent  ................................ 2-1
Shoot worse than opponent ................................ 1-2
Make more FT than opponent ............................. 0-0
Make equal or less FT ..........................................3-3
Outrebound opponent ......................................... 1-0
Is outrebounded ................................................... 1-2
Commit more TO’s than opponent  ....................... 1-1
Commit equal or less TO’s than opp ....................2-2
Score more or equal bench points .......................2-2
Score less bench points ........................................ 1-1
Play a nationally ranked team ............................. 0-0
Play on national/regional television .................... 0-0
Play on Friday, Saturday, Sunday ........................ 2-0
Play on weeknight ................................................ 1-3
Margin is 5 points or fewer ................................... 1-1
Margin is between 6 and 10 ................................. 1-0
Margin is between 11 and 20 ............................... 1-2
Margin is between 21 and 29 .............................. 0-0
Margin is between 30 and 40 ............................. 0-0
Margin is more than 40 ....................................... 0-0
Score 59 points or fewer ...................................... 1-0
Score between 60 and 69 .................................... 1-1
Score between 70 and 79 ..................................... 1-1
Score between 80 and 89 .................................. 0-0
Score 90 points or more  .................................... 0-0
Hold opponent to 40 points or less .................... 0-0
Hold opponent to 41-49 points............................. 1-0
Hold opponent to 50-59 points ........................... 1-0
Hold opponent to 60-69 points ........................... 0-1
Opponent score 70 or more ................................. 1-3

ACU MEN’S BASKETBALL

President: Dr. Phil Schubert (ACU, ’91)

 Location: Abilene, Texas

 Population: 120,000 

 Founded: 1906

 Joined WAC: 2021

 Enrollment: 4,910

 Nickname: Wildcats

 Colors: Purple and White

 Faculty Athletics Representative

  Dr. Vic McCracken

 Director of Athletics

  Zack Lassiter (Willamette, '98)

Deputy Director of Athletics/ Chief Operating Offi  cer

  Dr. Paul Weir (York, ‘04)

 Assistant AD for Communications/Creative Services

  Ray Fink (Oklahoma Baptist, ‘85)

 Associate Athletic Trainer

  Maya Natori (Missouri Valley, '13)

 Men's Basketball History
 First Year of Basketball: 1919

 First Year of WAC Basketball: 2021-22

 All-Time Record, Years: 1,277-1,2036 (103nd season)

 All-Time WAC Record, Years: 25-29, 3nd season

 Southland Championships, Last: 3, 1967-68

Southland Tournament Championships, Last: 2, 2020-21

 WAC Championships, Last: 

WAC Tournament Championships, Last: 

 NCAA I Playoff  Appearances, Last: 2, 2020-21

 Coaching Staff 
 Head Coach: Brette Tanner

 Alma Mater, Year: Emporia State, 1998

 Record at School: 38-28, 3rd season

 Career Record: Same 

 WAC Conference Record: 18-18, 2nd season

 Basketball Offi  ce Phone: 325-674-2323

 Assistant Coaches

 Assistant Coach

  Cinco Boone (Eastern New Mexico, ‘05)

     First season at ACU

 Assistant Coach

  Ted Crass (Arkansas State, ’13)

      Fifth season at ACU

Assistant Coach

  Doug Karleskint (MidAmerica Nazarene, ‘03)

      Fifth season at ACU

 Assistant Coach

  Jon Trilli (Midwestern State, ’15)

      Fifth season at ACU

  Director of Operations

  Cameron Henderson (Montana State, ‘11)

      First season at ACU

 Graduate Assistant Coach

  Jaylen Franklin (Abilene Christian, ‘19)

      First season at ACU

 Video Coordinator

 Maverick Harris (Hardin-Simmons, ‘18)

      First season at ACU

Wildcats by the Numbers
  Season Career
Games in Double Figures
Ali Dibba .................................................... 5 21
Hunter Jack Madden ................................. 4 13
Airion Simmons ......................................... 3 47
Immanuel Allen ......................................... 1 27
Cameron Steele ......................................... 1 27
Leonardo Bettiol ........................................ 0 3
JV Seat ...................................................... 0 2

Games with 30+ Points
Airion Simmons ......................................... 0 1

Games with 20+ Points
Hunter Jack Madden ................................. 1 1
Airion Simmons ......................................... 1 5
Cameron Steele ......................................... 0 2
Immanuel Allen ......................................... 0 1
Ali DIbba .................................................... 0 1

Games with 20+ Rebounds

Games with 10+ Rebounds
Airion Simmons ......................................... 1 6
Cameron Steele ......................................... 0 1

Games with 5+ Assists
Kavion McClain .......................................... 1 1
Airion Simmons ......................................... 0 4
Ja’Sean Jackson........................................ 0 2
Hunter Jack Madden ................................. 0 2

Games with 5+ Steals
Airion Simmons ......................................... 0 2

Games with 3+ Blocked Shots
Airion Simmons ......................................... 0 3
Cameron Steele ......................................... 0 2
Immanuel Allen ......................................... 0 1

Games with 3+ Three Pointers
Hunter Jack Madden ................................. 1 2
Airion Simmons ......................................... 1 15
Cameron Steele ......................................... 0 10
Immanuel Allen ......................................... 1 4

Games with 5 Fouls
Immanuel Allen ......................................... 2 8
Kavion McClain .......................................... 1 1
Airion Simmons ......................................... 0 10
Hunter Jack Madden ................................. 0 1

Double Doubles
Airion Simmons ......................................... 1 4
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H e a d  C o a c hH e a d  C o a c h
Brette Tanner

The 2023-24 campaign will be Brette Tanner’s third season as the Wildcats’ head coach 
after being named the 17th head coach in program history on April 14, 2021.

Tanner earned the job after serving as ACU’s associate head coach for the prior eight 
seasons under Joe Golding.

In his fi rst season as the Wildcats’ head coach (2021-22), Tanner put together one of 
NCAA basketball’s most impressive debut seasons, leading the Wildcats to a 25-11 record. 
Tanner directed his undersized squad on a run through the Western Athletic Conference 
Postseason Tournament, knocking off No. 7 seed Utah Valley, No. 3 seed Stephen F. Austin, 
and No. 2 seed Seattle to reach the fi nals, where they lost to top-seeded New Mexico State, 
66-52.

That run – along with impressive regular-season wins over Drexel, Cal State-
Bakersfi eld, and winning streaks of 11 and six games – was enough to propel ACU into a 
postseason tournament for the fourth straight season as the Wildcats earned an invitation 
to the College Basketball Invitational. Their run continued, as Tanner’s Wildcats beat No. 11 
seed Troy in the fi rst round and then beat No. 3 Ohio in the quarterfi nals before falling to No. 
2 seed Middle Tennessee State in the semifi nals.

Tanner – the man behind the Wildcats’ suffocating defenses that led the program 
to back-to-back Southland Conference titles and a win over Texas in the 2021 NCAA 
Tournament – put that same style of defense on the fl oor as the head coach. ACU led the 
nation in turnovers forced (755), turnovers forced per game (21.0), and turnover margin 
(+8.4) in 2021-22 and was second in steals (391) and steals per game (10.9).

The only coach in ACU men’s basketball history to post a 20-win campaign in his fi rst 
season as the head coach, Tanner was one of 15 national fi nalists for the Joe B. Hall Award, 
presented annually to the top fi rst-year head coach in NCAA Division I college basketball.

Tanner was the associate head coach in 2020-21 – the greatest season in ACU men’s 
basketball history, and arguably ACU team sports history. The Wildcats went 21-4 in the 
regular season, stormed through the Southland Conference Postseason Tournament, 
beating Lamar in the semifi nals (93-71) and destroying No. 1 seed Nicholls by the score 
of 79-45 in the championship game to secure the program’s second straight conference 
tournament championship and bid to the NCAA Tournament.

One week after winning the conference title, the Wildcats — playing in the tournament 
as the No. 14 seed in the East Region – pulled off the greatest team win in ACU Athletics 
history with a 53-52 win over No. 3 seed Texas in Indianapolis. The game was Tanner’s 
masterpiece as the architect of ACU’s defense. The Wildcats forced the Longhorns into 23 
turnovers, fi nished with 11 steals, scored 23 points off the turnovers, and didn’t allow a single 
second-chance point.

Under Tanner’s direction, the ACU defense in 2020-21 was at its best, leading the nation 
in turnovers forced per game (19.93) and turnover margin per game (+6.3) in 2020-21. The 
defense was also ranked second in steals per game (9.7) and fi fth in scoring defense (60.4 
points per game). 

Before ACU, Tanner was the top assistant at Stephen F. Austin, where he helped the 
program to an overall mark of 153-65, three regular-season Southland Championships, and 
three title game appearances from 2006-13. Before that, he served as an assistant coach at 
South Plains College from 2004-06, following a four-year stretch as head coach at Fort Scott 
(Kansas) Community College (2000-04).

Before becoming the head coach at FSCC, Tanner was the assistant coach for two 
seasons and worked for current Ole Miss head coach Chris Beard.

Before beginning his coaching career, Tanner played for Allen County (Kan.) Community 
College for two years, earning his associate of science degree. Following his stint at ACCC, 
he transferred to Emporia State (Kan.) University. He earned his bachelor’s degree while 
playing for head coach Ron Slaymaker there.

Tanner completed his education at Pittsburg State University (Kan.), earning his 
Master’s in Kinesiology.

Tanner and his wife, Lindsey, have two sons, Colby, who currently plays for the Wildcats, 
and Carson, who is a student assistant for the program. 

Born: Nov. 7, 1975

Hometown: Rose Hill, Kan.

Family: Wife, Lindsey; two sons, Colby  and Carson

Degrees: Bachelor of Science (Emporia State, ‘98), Master’s of Kinesiology (Pittsburg 
State)

Playing Experience:  

• Allen County Community College (2 years)
• Emporia State (Kan.) (2 years)
ACU Record: 38-28 (3rd season)
Career Record: 38-28 (3rd season)

Coaching Experience
1999-2000 ........ Assistant Coach .............. Fort Scott (Kan.) C.C.
2000-01 ............ Head Coach .................... Fort Scott (Kan.) C.C.
2001-02 ............ Head Coach .................... Fort Scott (Kan.) C.C.
2002-03 ............ Head Coach .................... Fort Scott (Kan.) C.C.
2003-04 ........... Head Coach .................... Fort Scott (Kan.) C.C.
2004-05 ........... Assistant Coach .............. South Plains College
2005-06 ........... Assistant Coach .............. South Plains College
2006-07 ............ Assistant Coach .............. SFA
2007-08 ............ Assistant Coach .............. SFA
2008-09 ........... Assistant Coach .............. SFA
2009-10 ............ Assistant Coach .............. SFA
2010-11 .............. Assistant Coach .............. SFA
2011-12 .............. Assistant Coach .............. SFA
2012-13 .............. Assistant Coach .............. SFA
2013-14 ............. Assistant Coach ..............Abilene Christian
2014-15 ............. Assistant Coach ..............Abilene Christian
2015-16 ............. Assoc. Head Coach ........Abilene Christian
2016-17.............. Assoc. Head Coach ........Abilene Christian
2017-18 .............. Assoc. Head Coach ........Abilene Christian
2018-19 ............. Assoc. Head Coach ........Abilene Christian
2019-20 ............ Assoc. Head Coach ........Abilene Christian
2020-21............. Assoc. Head Coach ........Abilene Christian
2021-22 ............. Head Coach ....................Abilene Christian
2022-23 ............ Head Coach ....................Abilene Christian
2023-24 ............ Head Coach ....................Abilene Christian

The Tanner  F i le
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Standings W-L Pct.  W-L  Pct.  L10 Streak 
California Baptist 0-0 .000 5-1 .833 5-1 W3
Grand Canyon 0-0 .000 4-1 .800 4-1 W1
Seattle U 0-0 .000 4-2 .667 4-2 W2
Stephen F. Austin 0-0 .000 4-2 .667 4-2 L1
Tarleton State 0-0 .000 4-2 .667 4-2 W2
Utah Valley 0-0 .000 4-2 .667 4-2 W1
Abilene Christian 0-0 .000 3-3 .500 3-3 L1
UT Arlington 0-0 .000 3-3 .500 3-3 L1
Southern Utah 0-0 .000 2-3 .400 2-3 W1
Utah Tech 0-0 .000 2-3 .400 2-3 L1
UTRGV 0-0 .000 2-5 .286 2-5 L2

Around the WACAround the WAC

Conference Record Overall Record

WAC Players of the WeekWAC Players of the Week2023-24 Statistical Leaders

Points: Ali Abdou Dibba, 13.0

Rebounds: Airion Simmons, 5.3

Assists: Kavion McClain, 3.0

Steals: Immanuel Allen/Ali Abdou Dibba, 1.2

Blocks: Cameron Steele, 1.0

FG%:  Hunter Jack Madden, .500

3-pt FG%: Hunter Jack Madden, .579

Points: Tyson Grant-Foster, GCU, 22.0

Rebounds: Hunter Goodrick, CBU, 11.2

Assists: Alex Schumacher, SU, 5.2

Steals: Elijah Elliott, UTRGV, 2.4

Blocks: Kobe Williamson, SU, 2.3

FG%: Sadaidriene Hall, SFA, .577

3-pt FG%: Kade Douglas, UTA, .419

TEAM LEADERS CONFERENCE LEADERS

Last Time Out: ACU Uses Fast Start to Sink FordhamLast Time Out: ACU Uses Fast Start to Sink Fordham

11/13 - DaJuan Gordon, Texas-Arlington
11/20 - Shemar Wilson, Texas-Arlington
11/27 - Jakorie Smith, Tarleton State

ST. THOMAS, Virgin Islands – Airion Simmons scored a season-best 25 points but Abilene Chris-
tian fell in the championship game of the Paradise Jam, 87-69, at the hands of Missouri State.

Simmons hit four three-pointers in as many attempts for his 25 points and also led the team with four 
assists.

The Wildcats led by as many as 10 points at two moments in the fi rst quarter. Kavion McClain hit a 
jumper in the paint for a 19-9 lead with 15:09 left in the fi rst half. Simmons hit a three-pointer with 
9:49 remaining in the half for a 30-20 ACU lead.

The offense cooled after that and MSU fi nished the half on a 25-7 run to establish a 45-37 halftime 
lead.

ACU narrowed the lead to a single point three times in the fi rst seven minutes of the second half but 
the Bears withstood each advance and led by as many as 19 points.

Joining Simmons in double-fi gure scoring were Hunter Jack Madden with 14 points and Ali Abdou 
Dibba with 11. Madden led the Cats with eight rebounds and Cameron Steele had four steals.

Now 3-3, the Wildcats take a holiday break before opening WAC play at Texas-Arlington on Nov. 29.
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2023-24 ACU Stats
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2023-24 ACU Conference Stats



 WWW.ACUSPORTS.COM  /ACU Wildcat’s Men’s Basketball  @ACU_MBB @ACU_MBB 10

#0 JV SEAT
 G | 6-3 | 240 | So. | Edmond, Okla. | Memorial HS

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Season Highs

Honors & Awards
2022-23

Academic All-WAC

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats
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#1 COLBY TANNER
 G | 5-10 | 160 | So. | Abilene, Texas | Wylie HS

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Season Highs

Honors & Awards

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats
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#2 YANIEL RIVERA
 G | 6-4 | Fr. | HS | Bayamon, Puerto Rico | Dade Christian HS

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Season Highs

Honors & Awards
2022-23

Academic All-WAC

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats
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#3 LEO BETTIOL
 F | 6-8 | 214 | So. | Roncade, Italy | Liceo Duca degli Abruzzi

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Season Highs

Honors & Awards
2022-23

Academic All-WAC

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats
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#4 KAVION MCCLAIN
 G | 5-9 | Jr.  | Memphis, Tenn. | Howard College

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Season Highs

Honors & Awards

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats
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#5 CAMERON STEELE
 F  6-8  205  Sr.  3VL  Excelsior, Minn.  Minnetonka HS

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Season Highs

Honors & Awards
2022-23

Academic All-WAC

2021-22

WAC Player of the Week (1/3/22)

2020-21

Southland Commissioner’s Honor Roll

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats
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#10 NASIR DEGRUY
 G | 6-4 | 180 | So. | New Orleans, La. | LSU Eunice

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Season Highs

Honors & Awards

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats
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#11 MA’SHY HILL
 F | 6-9 | Fr. | Austin, Texas | Spire Institute Academy

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Season Highs

Honors & Awards

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats



 WWW.ACUSPORTS.COM  /ACU Wildcat’s Men’s Basketball  @ACU_MBB @ACU_MBB 18

#13 MUODUBEM MUONEKE
 G | 6-5 | 218 | So. | Cypress, Texas | Cypress Ranch HS

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Season Highs

Honors & Awards

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats
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#21 HUNTER JACK MADDEN
 G | 6-2 | 190 | Sr. | Sydney, Australia | Otero JC

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Season Highs

Honors & Awards
2022-23

Academic All-WAC

WAC Emerging Leader

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats
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#22 AIDAN IGIEHON
 F | 6-10 | 250 | Sr. | Dublin, Ireland | Grand Canyon / Louisville

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Season Highs

Honors & Awards

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats
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#23 AIRION SIMMONS
 F | 6-5 | 264 | Sr. | Little Rock, Ark. | Parkview Magnet HS

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Season Highs

Honors & Awards
2021-22

All-WAC Seond Team

WAC All-Tournament

WAC Player of the Week (2/5/22)

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats
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#24 ALI ABDOU DIBBA
 G | 6-4 | 185 | Jr. | Stockholm, Sweden | Chicago State

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15 

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Season Highs

Honors & Awards

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats
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#25 IMMANUEL ALLEN
 G | 6-4 | 215 | Sr. | Phoenix, Ariz. | Butler Community College

Points  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Rebounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Assists . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Steals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Blocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

3-PT FGs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Season Highs

Honors & Awards
2022-23

Academic All-WAC

2021-22

Academic All-WAC

2020-21

Southland Commissioner’s Honor Roll

2019-20

Southland Commissioner’s Honor Roll

2023-24 Season Stats

Career Stats
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Game 1 :  ACU 64,  Oklahoma State 59 Game 2:  North Carol ina State 84,  ACU 64

Game 3:  Prair ie  View A&M 79,  ACU 74 Game 4:  ACU 7 7,  San Jose State 71
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Game 5:  ACU 59,  Fordham 45 Game 6:  Missouri  State 87,  ACU 69

Game 7:  S  ACU at  Texas Arl ington Game 8:  Stephen F.  Austin  at  ACU


