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UConn led the country in total attendance  with 58,392 in 2007 and 
39,138 in 2008. During the past two seasons, UConn has welcomed 

97,530 fans into Morrone Stadium to support its men’s soccer program.
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2000 NCAA Championship
Head coach Ray Reid and the Huskies won the 
2000 NCAA College Cup with a 2-0 win over 
Creighton in the championship game on Dec. 10. 
Chris Gbandi scored a goal in the first half and 
Darin Lewis sealed the win in the 86th minute to 
give UConn the victory. 

Gbandi was the most oustanding defensive player, 
while Lewis was the most oustanding offensive 
player.

UConn opened NCAA play with wins over  
Dartmouth and Clemson before beating Brown 
in the quarterfinals in a renewal of one of  New 
England’s original college soccer rivalries. A 2-0 
win over Southern Methodist in the quarterfinals 
set up the championship game. 

UConn finished the year with a 20-3-2 record 
while Chris Gbandi, Darin Lewis and Brent Rahim 
all earned All-America honors.

Max Zieky and Sam Forko 
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1981 NCAA Championship

Head coach Joe Morrone and the Huskies were on top of 
the men’s college soccer world in 1981 as UConn topped 
Alabama A&M by a 2-1 score in overtime on December 6 
at Stanford Stadium to win the NCAA Championship. 

UConn posted victories over Vermont and Long Island 
at home in opening round NCAA games before topping 
Eastern Illinois by a 2-1 overtime score in the national 
semifinals to move on to the championship.

UConn had a 20-3-2 record in 1981 as Elvis Comrie and 
Pedro DeBrito were both named All-Americans. 

1948 NSCAA Championship
The 1948 UConn men’s soccer team, under head coach John Squires, posted 
a perfect 11-0 record and was named the national champion by the National 
Soccer Coaches Association of America. 

The team beat such schools and teams as Yale, Tufts, UMass, MIT and Fort 
Devens – but had to wait until February of 1949 before it was officially voted 
the national champion.

Stuart Johnson and Merritt Baldwin were both All-American performers that 
year. 

Merritt baldwin 

charlie mcspiritt
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In November of 2007, UConn recorded its 

conference-leading seventh BIG EAST Tourna-

ment title and its third tournament crown in 

four years.

With the title, head coach Ray Reid recorded 

his fourth BIG EAST Tournament victory in 10 

seasons with the Huskies.

The Huskies lead the conference with 27 tour-

nament wins, just one more than 2008 Final 

Four competitor St. John’s. 

The loss to DePaul in the second round of 

the 2008 BIG EAST Tournament was just the 

third time in the last 11 years that UConn 

was eliminated from the conference tourna-

ment after just one game. This also occurred 

in 2006 and 2003.
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T he University of Connecticut men’s soccer team has won 10 BIG EAST 

Conference regular season titles as head coach has led the Huskies to 

five of these championships. 

The Huskies’ top-finish in the Blue Division in 2007 marked the second 

time in three years that they earned at least a share of the regular sea-

son title.

In 2000, the Huskies won the BIG EAST regular season crown before 

being eliminated early in the postseason conference tournament by a 

3-2 overtime loss to Seton Hall.

Despite the loss, the Huskies won their last five games of the season to 

win the NCAA Championship title. During that postseason run, UConn 

out-scored its opponents 10-1.
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S ince Ray Reid took over the helm of the University of 

Connecticut men’s soccer team in 1997, no team in the 

BIG EAST has achieved the levels of success as that of his 

teams and their individuals. In the last 12 years, a total of 

11 student-athletes have earned a combined 19 BIG EAST 

Player of the Year honors.

Chris Gbandi is the only Husky player to receive a Player of 

the Year award all four years as a letterwinner. He earned 

Rookie of the Year recognition as a freshman in 1998 before 

going on to garner Defensive Player of the Year accolades 

each of the next three seasons. 

Julius James joined Gbandi as a three-time recipient of De-

fensive Player of the Year trophy as O’Brian White became 

a three-time winner on the offensive side as he was named 

Player of the Year in 2007 and 2008, becoming the first 

UConn player to achieve the offensive honor since Damani 

Ralph in 2002. White was named Rookie of the Year in 

2005.
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Offensive Player of the Year
2008	O ’Brian White	 ‘09
2007	O ’Brian White	 ‘09
2002	D amani Ralph	 ‘03
1998	M aurizio Rocha	 ’99

Co-Offensive Player of the Year
1997	M aurizio Rocha	 ’99
1994	E rik Barbieri	 ’95

Defensive Player of the Year
2007	J ulius James	 ‘08
2006	J ulius James	 ‘08
2005	J ulius James	 ‘08
2001	C hris Gbandi	 ’02
2000	C hris Gbandi	 ’02
1999	C hris Gbandi	 ’02

Midfielder of the Year 
2005	M pho Moloi	 ‘06
2002	A nthony Curtis	 ’03
2000	B rent Rahim	 ’01

Goalkeeper of the Year
2001	B ryheem Hancock	 ’02

Rookie of the Year
2006	T oni Stahl	 ‘10
2005	O ’Brian White	 ‘09
2000	C esar Cuellar	 ’04
1998	C hris Gbandi	 ’02
1994	B obby Rhine	 ’98

Player of the Decade
1991	D aniel Donigan	 ’89

No. Division Freshman of the Year 
(1985-1989)
1987	T homas Foley	 ’90
1986	S teven C. Rammell	 ’90
1985	D aniel Donigan	 ’89

North division Player of the Year 
(1985-89)
1988	D aniel  Donigan	 ’89
1987	D aniel  Donigan	 ’89
1985	A ndrew Pantason	 ’86

* Current Players in BOLD 

BIG EAST Players of the Year
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2009 Promotional schedule

JONATHAN THE HUSKY MASCOT
	The official mascot of the University of Connecticut is 
a Siberian Husky dog named Jonathan. The first Husky 
dog came to the Storrs campus in Dec. 1934 and the 
puppy was named for Jonathan Trumbull, Governor of 
Connecticut during the Revolutionary War. Jonathan I’s 
pedigree was traced back to include a great-grandfather, 
who traveled to the North Pole with Admiral E. Byrd 
in 1909. Jonathan III was with Admiral Byrd when he 
undertook “Operation High Jump” to the Antarctic in 
1946-47.

	A costumed mascot, an all-white Siberian Husky, gained 
popularity over the past several decades and through 
national television exposure has become “in demand” 
throughout the state and region, representing his
University.

UConn Husky
Symbol of might to the 

foe.
Fight, fight Connecticut, 

It’s victory, let’s go!
Connecticut UConn 

Husky,
Do it again for the white 

and blue, 
So go, go, go, go, 

“UCONN HUSKY” FIGHT SONG
“UConn Husky” is the fight song of the school. It was 
written in the mid-1930’s by Herb France, who was 
UConn’s Director of Music until the mid-1950’s.  The 
song is widely known for its playing at different sporting 
events, but got “out of this world” attention in October 
1989 when it was played aboard NASA’s Space Shuttle to 
wake up the shuttle astronauts. Among those astronauts 
on the mission was Franklin Chang-Diaz, a 1973 UConn 
graduate.

school colors
The official colors of the University of Connecticut are 
National Flag Blue and White. To be specific, the blue 
is listed as PMS 289, a deep shade of navy.

Connecticut,
Connecticut U.

C-O-N-N-E-C-T-I-C-U-T, 
Connecticut

Connecticut Husky, 
Connecticut Husky,

Connecticut C-O-N-N-U.  
Fight!

(Repeat first verse)

September 2 >> St. Peter’s
Jr. Husky Club Night
Fan Appreciation Night
 
September 5 >> Stony Brook
Camper Reunion Night
Tailgate Night
 
September 25 >> St. John’s
White Out Morrone
KICK FOR NICK™
 
September 27 >> Syracuse
Soccerfest/ 
North East District Night
 
October 3 >> Georgetown 
Max Out Morrone
Tailgate Night

October 6 >> Providence
Student Appreciation Night

October 14 >> Harvard
Greek Night 
 
October 17 >> Pittsburgh
High School Night
 
October 28 >> Marquette
Senior Night
Student Appreciation Night
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The Goal Patrol was formed by a small group of spirited 

undergraduate students during the 2005 season and the 

Huskies’ record-breaking run to back-to-back BIG EAST Cham-

pionships. Over the last four years, this group has grown to 

over 900 members that dutifully cheer on the men’s soccer 

team at each and every home contest. 

Now the largest soccer student support group in the country, 

the Goal Patrol operates its own Web site and meets prior to 

every home game to prepare for the night’s match and up-

coming opponents on the schedule. The mission statement 

of the group is to “provide an exciting footballing atmosphere 

for the players, coaches, and spectators.”

For more information regarding how to join The Goal 

Patrol:

Contact:  Kevin May

Email: kevin.may@uconn.edu

The  Goal  Patrol

October 6 >> Providence
Student Appreciation Night

October 14 >> Harvard
Greek Night 
 
October 17 >> Pittsburgh
High School Night
 
October 28 >> Marquette
Senior Night
Student Appreciation Night
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the past two seasons...
>>	UConn led the country in attendance in 2007 with 58,392 fans and 
again in 2008 with 39,138.

>>	UConn averaged 3,244 fans at Morrone Stadium in 2007, while in 
2008 the Huskies had 3,011 fans per contest.

>>	UConn’s total attendance during both seasons dominated teams 
across the country. UC Santa Barbara was the only program close to the 
Huskies as they had 1,252 less fans in 2008.

UConn has led the nation in total attendance eight out of the last
	 10 years. 

Att.	 Date	O pponent

5,495	 12/8/2007	V irginia Tech

5,489	 8/26/2006	L oyola Marymount

5,324	 8/31/2007	D uke (Exh.)

5,271	 9/23/2005	S t. John’s

5,237	 9/25/2004	P ittsburgh

5,116	 9/28/2007	S t. John’s

5,011	 10/5/2002	G eorgetown

4,802	 10/18/2003	 Notre Dame

4,619	 9/30/2006	W est Virginia

4,407	 10/3/2008	W est Virginia

4,407	 10/25/2008	 Notre Dame

4,425	 10/12/2002	M aryland

4,263	 9/30/2007	S yracuse

D uring the 2007 season, over 58,000 fans traveled to Joseph J. 
Morrone Stadium to cheer the Huskies to the BIG EAST regular 
season and tournament championships. In fact, UConn fans made 
up four crowds in the Top 10 attendance figures in modern Joseph 
J. Morrone Stadium history, including the new record number. 
Some 5,495 people crowded into the stadium to watch UConn 
and Virginia Tech square off in the NCAA Quarterfinals.

In Soccer America’s release of biggest crowds for the 2007 
regular season, UConn appears three times, more than any 
other program. 

*The stadium was restruc-
tured prior to the 2002 season 
and the capacity went from 
over 8,000 to 5,564. 

*During the 2008 season, 
more restructuring occurred, 
limiting capacity of the sta-
dium to 4,407. 

*These crowds represent the 
largest numbers since recon-
struction in 2002. 

top attendance figures at uconn*
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Mr. & Mrs. George E. Allis
Anonymous
Thomas A. & Arlyne B. Ansaldi
Leon & Malta Bailey
Richard L. & Zenta O. Barger
Lester J. & Devra Baum
The Beckius Family
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Belzer
Paul A. & Joyce S. Benoit
Dr. Michael P. Bernstein
Evarists & Marina M. Berzins
John M. & Shelley A. 		
	B iancamano, Jr.
James E. & Rosemary C. Blozie
Robert & Crystal Bogosian
Tim & Doreen Bottone
William J. & Priscilla Bowman
Mr. & Mrs. Hernani Branco
Ms. Ann M. Brickley
Neil Brickley
Mr. Preston A. Britner
George R. Brown
John & Harriet Brubacher
Peter S. & Elizabeth B. Brzezicki
Mr. Dominic J. Caciopoli
George & Linda Calder
Joseph R. & Elaine N. Camposeo
Steven A. & Evelyn S. Caranchini
Mr. & Mrs. James K. Carnahan
Anthony J. & Jacqueline B. Carrier
Dr. & Mrs. Richard W. Cartun
Sally Ann Ciarlo
Walter R. & Shayne M. Cichon, Jr.
Herb & Sherry Clark, III
William K. & Jean R. Clark
George Cleveland
Roland L. & Lori G. Cloutier
Patrick J. & Elena S. Coffey
Ms. LeeAnn M. Coleman
Steven M. Coleman
Henry H. & Judith E. Conland
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Cooney
Paul T. Costello
Dr. Robert T. Crovo
Robert A. Cushman
Harold & Leah Darak
James J. & Nancy M. Davis, Jr.
William A. & Mary DeGrazia
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Dinowitz
David C. & Edna M. Dodge
James E. & Sarah M. Donohue
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Driscoll, Jr.

2008-09 Friends of soccer membership
Saul E. Dunn
Alex & Nancy Dziama
Amy & Michael Eagen
J. Baylis & Carole A. Earle
Mr. Parker E. Elmore
Alvin & Irma Evans
Martin F. & Cynthia L. Fagan, Jr.
David  & Susan Farr
Eric & Stefanie Ferreri
Carlos M. & Norma Fetterolf, Jr.
William A. & Patricia A. Fochi
Joseph Fournier
Richard R. & Ilona J. Fucci
Lionel F. Gagne
Robert J. Gallagher
Harry S. & Ann K. Gaucher, Jr.
Seymour & Annette Gavens
Mr. Walter Gebhardt
David & Roseanne Gelo
Robert Gentes
John M. & Susan A. Gessay
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Marc Glick
Jerry Gorecki
Mr. Michael Gorman, Jr.
Andrew Graham-Collier
Vin & Patricia Grillo
Richard J. & Madeline O. Guandalini
Gregory G. & Nancy A. Guisti
Mrs. Deborah M. Gustafson
Gustine RV Sales
Richard W. & Amy J. Hadden
Mike Haggerty
Frederick P. Hansen
Mr. & Mrs. Emanuel M. 	
	H atzikostas
George E. & Theresa M. 	
	H atzikostas
Ms. Linda G. Heatherly
Tracy W. & Diane Heavens
Harry B. & Linda P. Heller
Mrs. John P. Higgins
G. Michael & Jane D. Howard
Walter E. Hrynchuk
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Hughes
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Hutchinson
Robert H. & Nancy E. Hyde
I. David Marder & Associates LLC
A. Donald & Joan K. Ikle
Mr. Wallace J. Irish, Jr.
Donald A. & Joan E. Jacobs
Mr. & Mrs. Stefan Jedrziewski
David E. & Jane W. Johnson

Harry M. & Lynn A. Johnson
Mr. Roy T. Johnson
Mrs. Donald F. Jones
Mr. Milan Keser
Quentin & Margaret M. Kessel
John A. & Meghan M. Khairallah
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Kissane
Theresa Knapp
Robert W. & Mary Kortmann
Mr. Myron Krasij
Dr. Bob & Jesse Kravecs
Mr. Burris D. La Mar
Susan Labins
LaBossiere Builders, LLC
Kenneth Lamberti
Frederick A. & Claudia A. 	
	L andwehr
Mark T. & Roberta L. Basile
Peter Lawrence
Richard S. & Elin S. Lawrence
John T. Lazur
William F. & Carol M. Legault
Henry & Beth Lesinski
Richard T. Lesinski & 
	D eborah A. Watkins
Paul E. & Shelley Levine
Madis Linask
Adam M. Linker
Howard & Susan Linker
Bill & Jean Lonergan
Anthony J. & Sharon L. Lopreiato
Mr. & Mrs. Brian E. Maher
Manafort Brothers
Mr. & Mrs. R. Darton Marchant
John J. & Cynthia S. Marco
Mr. I. David Marder   
Mr. Jim Marshall  
Richard T. & Margaret R. Maynes
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Mayo
Earl E. McCann
Elva McCann
Mr. Kevin S. McCarthy
Tom & Mary Miett
John H. Miller II
Close, Jensen & Miller, P.C.
Michael E. & Marylou S. Misiewicz
Dr. Thomas P. Misiewicz
Mitchells of Westport
Mr. Kevin C. Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. William T. Morrone
Mr. Michael J. Mucha, Jr.
Clarence J. & Lois J. Murdock

Edmond J. & Patricia C. Murphy
Mr. Kenneth P. & Pamela K. Murray
James H. & Erin W. Murray
Mr. & Mrs. Brian J. Mylod
Robert E. & Frances J. Nadeau
Prof. Dennison Nash
Mr. & Mrs. Craig P. Nass
Gilbert D. Nass
Mr. Mansour Ndiaye
Lloyd A. Neudecker
Ms. Maureen O’Connor
William M. & Lee H. Oliver
Mr. Robert Olivieri, Jr.
Omar Coffee Company
Joseph M. and Pamela N. Opulski
Richard R. & Jane I. Pacelli
Charles S. & Linda M. Pasquariello
David A. & Renee R. Pease
Mr. Paul F. Pendergast
Hans & Fran Petersen
Francis & Evelyn L. Preli
Larry & Candy Price
Mr. & Mrs. Henry C. Racki, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Ramondetta
Dr. & Mrs. James J. Raynor
Mr. Paul Read
Abraham C. Reich
Raymond & Joan Reid
Mr. Dan Reilly
Jeffrey & Susan Renert
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Reynolds
Allan J. & Michele A. Robb
Gene & Sheila Robida
Arthur J. & Carol S. Rocque, Jr.
Steven H. Rogers & Barbara Depray
Thomas E. & Joan H. Rogers
Ms. Lisa Romano
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Rouelle
Brian Roy
Mr. Don V. Ruck
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sangeloty
Mr. James F. Sangivanni
Robert B. Saunders
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence T. Scanlan
Mr. Ron Schilling
Peter Schmidt
Mr. Samuel L. Schrager
Mr. & Mrs. Howard S. Schreer
David W. & Marie P. Schweitzer
Victor I. & Marilyn M. Senger, Jr.
Ms. Karen Shaw
Gary J. & Mary Jo Shettle

Mr. Scott C. Simmons
James Skridulis
Kathleen L. Slowik
Marvin L. & Ina L. Smernoff
Glen W. & Karen W. Smyth
Mr. Joseph J. Soltys
Eric P. Soulsby
Mr. & Mrs. Kip L. Sprankle
Mr. Richard Y. Squires
Mr. & Mrs. Skip Starks
Gerard & Gini Stewart
Richard C. & Helen G. Stroiney
William M. & Margaret S. Sweet
Stanley Szemreylo
Dolores E. Tarnowski
Kevin D. & Kathleen M. Taylor
Rinaldo R. Tedeschi
The Richard Shettle Family
Raymond B. Thiesen III
Herbert R. Tschummi
Edward F. Turn
Thomas H. & Susan N. Walker, Jr.
Mike & Victoria Wallace
Dennis J. & Betty A. Walsh
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Weir
Stephen H. & Ruth Weisenberg
Mr. Peter J. Werth
Tom & Jan Weston
William R. & Mary B. White
Mr. Dana A. Wilder
Mr. John S. Willsey
Mr. & Mrs. Al Wooster
Mr. John R. Wright
John N. & Eleni Yanouzas
Nicholas & Tracy Yanouzas
John C. & Helen M. Yavis, Jr.
Anita C. Zakrzewski
Ralph R. & Bernice G. Zampano
William E. & Louise C. Zemina, Jr.
Gary A. & Rhonda B. Zera
Mr. & Mrs. Eliott S. Zieky
Kenneth W. Zionce
David P. & Barbara A. Zocco

The Friends of Soccer at the University of Connecticut is a booster club founded nearly 41 
years ago and is dedicated to supporting the men’s soccer program.  The FOS consists of 
UConn alumni, former players and many local soccer fans.  Membership entitles one to 
receive priority seating at the home of the Huskies in Joseph J. Morrone Stadium, a sub-
scription to the organization’s newsletter and admittance to the Club’s Hospitality Tent at 
home games.   The Hospitality Tent is where FOS members gather before and during the 
halftime break to socialize, discuss the team’s progress and partake in light snacks and 
refreshments.  Other benefits are provided based on the level of financial contribution a 
member makes to the program and university.  The Club often works with the Athletic 
Department in organizing activities and transportation for those interested in traveling to 
away games and tournaments.
	F or the past 37 years, the Friends of Soccer has sponsored the annual team awards ban-
quet at which time those players who have distinguished themselves in the classroom and 
on the playing field are recognized.  Additionally, the Club honors some of its own members 
for their volunteer contributions and support to the FOS and Men’s Soccer program. 
	T he Friends of Soccer provides assistance to the program in many ways - from raising 
money (over $300,000 during each of the past several years), supporting and supplementing 
the University’s budget for the Men’s Soccer program, establishing and continuing endowed 
scholarships for Men’s Soccer to providing volunteer assistance at home games and tourna-
ments, promoting increased attendance.  The FOS members believe that by providing this 
support and assistance, the UConn Men’s Soccer program will remain among the elite in 
college athletics.
	F or more information on joining the Friends of Soccer please call the Men’s Soccer office at (860) 
486-4231.
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Matthew R. Addington (82-85) Assistant Special Agent in Charge, New England 

Field Division of Drug Enforcement Administration

Gregory Barger (83-86) Managing Director, Calvert Street Capital Partners

John Blomstrann (73-75) Head Boys’ Soccer Coach, E.O. Smith HS  

Ryan Brown (97-00) Project Director, Greenwich Associates

Neil Brickley (74-75) Projects Director, Close, Jensen & Miller

Kevin Burns (02-06) Professional soccer player, Columbus Crew (MLS)

Matt Chavlovich (96-99) Product Line Manager, adidas

Elvis Comrie (78-91) Head Men’s Soccer Coach, Holy Cross

Ryan Cordeiro (04-07) Professional soccer player

Dan Donigan (85-88) Head Men’s Soccer Coach, St. Louis

Willis Forko (02-05) Professional soccer player, FK Bodø/Glimt (Norwegian Premier League)

Chris Gbandi (98-01) Professional soccer player, FK Haugesund (Norwegian Premier League)

Garrett Grinsfelder (98-00) Sales Associate

Bryheem Hancock (98-01) Assistant Men’s Soccer Coach, South Florida

 	V ince Jajuga (88-91) Universal Data Solutions (Charleston, S.C.)

Julius James (04-07) Professional soccer player, Houston (MLS)

Louis Jones (02-07) Medical School, University of Mississippi

Erhardt Kapp (77-80) Owner, Kapp’s Wide World of Soccer (Mamaroneck, N.Y.)

Darin Lewis (99-00) Professional soccer player, WASA FC (Trinidad Super League)

Donny Mark (99-00) CEO, 10 Sports Consulting (China)

Fernando Morales (99-02) Accountant – Price, Waterhouse, Cooper

Michael Mordocco (99-02) Assistant Men’s Soccer Coach, Stony Brook

Attention Alumni: If you would like to add or update your informa-
tion, please email the men’s soccer office at goalie@uconn.edu

Kyle Muncy (90-91) Assistant Athletic Director/Communications, UConn

Bobby Muuss Head Men’s Soccer Coach, Denver

Mansour Ndiaye (98-01) UConn’s Counseling Program for Intercollegiate Athletics

Lindon Pecorelli (00-03) Drafted by San Jose Earthquakes (MLS, 2004)

Tony Pierce (80-83) Director of Coaching, Brookfield Soccer (Brookfield, Wis.)

EJ Raftery (82-85) Pres. Sales/Marketing, Raftery & Assoc.

Brent Rahim (97-00) Plays soccer for Fulkirk, First Division of Scotland

Damani Ralph (01-02) Professional soccer player

Christopher Reif Supervisor/Liaison and Investigations, Baltimore Gas and Electric

Jim Renehan (79-81)  Owner and VP Business Development, Servient (Richmond, Va.)

Bobby Rhine (94-96, 98) FC Dallas (MLS) Community Development Manager

Edwin Rivera (97-00) Account Manager/Transformation Enzymes

Tony Rizza (83-86) Senior Managing Director & Portfolio Manager, Columbus Circle Investors 

Mike Rueda (98-00) Law School, Suffolk University (Boston, Mass.)

Adam Schuerman (01-05) Group Sales, Genworth Financial

Eric Soares (98-01) Owner, New England Computer Solutions

Shavar Thomas (01-02) Professional soccer player, Chivas USA (MLS)

Joe Trager (82-85) Owner, Trager Brothers Coffee and Higher Grounds (Charlottesvile, Va.)

Kevin Trainor (94-97) High School Teacher

Lenny Tsantiris (73-76) Head Women’s Soccer Coach, UConn

Max Zieky (97-00) Account Manager/Dell, Inc.

Matt Chavlovich

Sam Forko (left) and 
David Castellanos

Bill Morrone (left) 
and Jim Lyman
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Bobby Rhine

Shavar 
Thomas

Julius James

Houston Dynamo

Photo Credits:
Burns: Columbus Crew	
Thomas: Juan Miranda / 	
                    Chivas USA
Rhine: Associated Press

UConn’s All-Time MLS Roster
	Player	T eam	Y rs In MLS
	Esteban Arias	C hivas	 2005-2006
	Kevin Burns	 Columbus	 2008-present
	David Castellanos	C olorado	 2004
	Ryan Cordeiro	DC  United	 2008
	Sam Forko	 NY/NJ	 2002
	Willis Forko	S alt Lake	 2006-2007
	Chris Gbandi	D allas	 2003-2007
	Bryheem Hancock	L os Angeles	 2003
	Julius James	T oronto	 2008
		H ouston	 2009-present
	Darin Lewis	 NY/NJ	 2002
	Mpho Moloi	H ouston	 2006-2007
	Mansour Ndiaye	 NY/NJ	 2002
	Lindon Pecorelli	S an Jose	 2004
	Brent Rahim	L os Angeles	 2001
	Damani Ralph	C hicago	 2003-2004
	Bobby Rhine	D allas	 1999-2008
	Maurizio Rocha	M iami	 1999-2000
	Shavar Thomas	 Dallas	 2003
		K ansas City	 2004-2006
		 Chivas	 2007-present
	O’Brian White	T oronto	 2009-present
	Easton Wilson	 New England	 2005

UConn’s All-Time MLS Draft Picks
	Year	P layer	R d	P ick	T eam
	1999	B obby Rhine	 1st	 6th	D allas
		M aurizio Rocha	P roject-40	M iami
	2001	B rent Rahim	 4th	 45th	LA
	2002	C hris Gbandi	 1st	 1st	D allas
		S am Forko	 3rd	 30th	 NY-NJ
		M ansour Ndiaye	 1st	 7th	 NY-NJ
		B ryheem Hancock	2nd	 22nd	LA
	2003	S havar Thomas	 1st	 10th	 Dallas
		D amani Ralph	 2nd	 18th	C hicago
	2004	L indon Pecorelli	 3rd	 30th	S an Jose
	2005	E steban Arias	 4th	 38th	C hivas
		E aston Wilson*	 3rd	 33rd	 N. England
	2006	M pho Moloi*	 1st	 7th	H ouston
		W illis Forko*	 2nd	 14th	S alt Lake
	2007	K evin Burns*	 4th	 50th	 Columbus
	2008 	Julius James       1st  	9th      	 Toronto
		R yan Cordeiro    	3rd 	 33rd   	DC United
	2009	O ’Brian White	 1st	 4th	T oronto
		 Akeem Priestley	 4th	 50th	Kansas City

	* Supplemental Draft selection
Bold indicates current players.

Kevin 
Burns
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2009 Meet the Huskies BanquetEvery fall, the University of Connecticut men’s soccer team puts on 
its annual “Meet the Huskies” banquet.

In addition to being a fundraiser for the team, the banquet serves 
as a venue for donors, sponsors and fans alike to get to know this 
year’s team. 

There is ample time for autographs prior to dinner where children of 
all ages can meet and greet their favorite players. As the night pro-
gresses, the team is introduced and several people are honored for the 
contributions to, not just UConn Soccer, but the sport as a whole. 

In 2006, members of the 1981 NCAA Championship team attended the 
banquet as part of its reunion weekend festivities. That event, among 
others, helped the “Meet the Huskies” grow to a point that it had to 
be moved to the Hartford Marriott for the upcoming year.

Join the men’s soccer team, coaches and staff on October 2 for the 
annual banquet as the Huskies continue their tradition of success 
during upcoming year. For more information, call 860-486-4231.

 

FRIDAY >> OCTOBER 2, 2009
Hartford Marriott Downtown

GUEST SPEAKER

	T odd Durbin........... MLS, Executive Vice President

LIFETIME ACHIEVeMENT AWARD

	D onna DeMarco.............Associate Commissioner,

	                                             BIG EAST Conference

2009 HONOREES

	C arlos Carlos.............................. UConn, 1978-81

	H erb Clark....................... Friend of UConn Soccer

	C hafik Rebai......... VP of Northeast District Soccer

	B obby Rhine............................... UConn, 1994-98

	W arren Swanson..................... Connecticut Soccer 

	                                            Hall of Fame Member
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John Tuite enters his 26th year as the “Voice of 
Connecticut Soccer” on WHUS-FM Radio (91.7 FM).  
Tuite currently serves as the Voice of Connecticut 
Soccer for  WHUS, the UConn campus radio station, 
which broadcasts a number Husky soccer games, 
home and away. 

Tuite has accompanied the Husky soccer team on 
every major intersectional trip since 1983. In addition 
to his duties at WHUS, Tuite is a news and sports 
reporter  for WILI-AM and I-98 FM Radio in nearby 
Willimantic, Conn.

Tuite began working at WHUS in 1982, and became 
a full-time play-by-play announcer in 1983.

The Storrs, Conn., native has been honored on 
several occasions by the Connecticut Associated 
Press for outstanding sports play-by-play. In 1993, 
Tuite received the New England Collegiate Soccer 
Association “Media Award”. He also was honored by 
the Associated Press for his broadcast of the 1984 
NCAA National Tournament regional match between 
UConn and Harvard and is a past recipient of the 
UConn Friends of Soccer “Recognition Award”.  

The fall of 2007 marks the 36th consecutive year that 
WHUS-Radio, 91.7 FM in Storrs, Conn., will broadcast 
University of Connecticut soccer.  Since this unique 
tradition of live intercollegiate soccer broadcasts was 
begun, WHUS-Radio has carried Husky soccer games 
home and away, providing the soccer program the 
most extensive radio coverage of any NCAA soccer 
team in the nation.

The WHUS signal carries 60 miles from Storrs, and 
its broadcasts of Connecticut soccer can be heard 
in Central Massachusetts, Vermont, Long Island and 
Rhode Island. It can also be found live via the Internet 
at www.whus.org.

John Tuite:  
WHUS radio

The University of Connecticut men’s soccer 
program continues to rank in a class by itself 
when the issue of media coverage arises.  The 
Connecticut soccer program boasts the largest 
media following (print and electronic) of any col-
legiate soccer program in the BIG EAST Confer-
ence, Northeast region and one of the largest in 
the entire nation.

Connecticut’s home games often attract several 
daily newspapers, radio and television stations 
to report on the Huskies.

The 2009 season marks the fifth straight year 
that UConn has been a part of the NSCAA Fox 
Soccer Match of the Week series and for the third 
consecutive season, the Huskies will be taking 
on West Virginia in the featured game. This year, 
UConn travels back to Morgantown, W. Va. for the 
featured contest.

In addition to appearances on Fox Soccer, UConn 
soccer has appeared on ESPNU, CSTV, Cox Sports 
and BIG EAST TV in the last several seasons. 

In fact, the Connecticut soccer program was a 
pioneer in the development  of college soccer on 
television, both nationally and regionally.  
	
Connecticut soccer has a long history of television 
exposure as the Huskies have appeared on ESPN 
19 times, including ESPN’s live coverage of Con-
necticut’s 2-1 overtime victory against Alabama 
A&M for the 1981 NCAA National Championship 
and UConn’s 2-0 win versus Creighton to capture 
the 2000 NCAA National Championship.  

On ESPN, Connecticut has faced top national op-
ponents such as St. Louis, UCLA, San Francisco, 
Virginia and North Carolina.

 

HUSKIES ALL-Access: WTNH
Produced by WTNH/News Channel 8 in association 
with the University of Connecticut, Huskies All-
Access is a monthly magazine show highlighting 
UConn Athletics. The 30-minute program will be 
televised monthly throughout the school year on 
WTNH/News Channel 8 and will be re-broadcast on 
WCTX/MyTV9. 
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Players: John R. Brubacher, Carlos M. Carlos, Kieran R. Coffey, Elvis A. Comrie, Graziano Cornolo, James A. D’Orsaneo, 
Pedro G. DeBrito, Jeffrey S. Dunn, Paul F. Hunter, James K. Kiernan, James A. Lyman, Edward J. Lynch, Timothy H. 
Masley, Charles J. McSpiritt, William T. Morrone, Noel H. Moon, Eric. T. Myren, Anthony L. Pierce, James J. Renehan, 
Elio Romeo, Thoukis Stavrianidis, Brian H. Stevenson, Shawn L. Sullivan, Thomas F. Thompson, Roger P. Vergnes. 
Managers: Ann M. Maher, Karen Shaw. Coaches: Joseph J. Morrone, Eric J. Swallow, James F. Luce.

Members of the NCAA Championship Team

M embers of the 1981 NCAA Championship 
team were welcomed back to Storrs with 
open arms during the weekend of Septem-
ber 29-31, 2006 to celebrate the 25th An-
niversary of its historic overtime win against 
Alabama A&M.

The full weekend of activities started off 
Friday, Sept. 29, with the annual Meet the 
Huskies Dinner. The 2006 Huskies were 
introduced and four individuals that have 
made significant contributions to the sport 
of soccer were honored. 

The night was highlighted, however, by a reunion 
of the 1981 NCAA Championship team.

The 25th Anniversary celebration continued 
throughout the weekend, as the team was hon-
ored at Saturday’s football game vs. Navy, as well 
as at halftime of the West Virginia men’s soccer 
game.

Festivities concluded Sunday morning with a fare-
well brunch and promises to reunite once again.


