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COLLIN WELP
ASCENDS 

ON UCI
SCORING LIST

Collin Welp ascended to 10th in program history in scoring last game with 1,344 career points. He’s surpassed his coaches, Alex Young and 
Michael Wilder, this season already. He also currently sits 13th all-time in rebounding in UCI history

· The Anteaters fell twice last week starting at home to 
Cal State Fullerton by two and in the Black & Blue Rivalry 
Series at Long Beach State Saturday by six. It’s the first 
three-game losing streak for UCI since November of 2019, 
and it’s the second three-game losing streak in Big West 
play in the last 10 years; the other in 2017 losing consecu-
tively to Cal Poly, at UC Davis, and at LBSU.
· Collin Welp continues to climb the Anteater record books. 
He surpassed his coach, Alex Young, Saturday at LBSU 
with 20 points. He’s now alone in 10th in program history 
with 1,344 points after beginning the year 26th in UCI his-
tory. Next on the list 40 points ahead of Welp is Will Davis II 
in ninth. Welp is rising up the rebound records as well now 
with 634. He’s ascended to 13th all-time in UCI history after 
starting the season 23rd. He’s got a little ways to the next 
spot with Ben McDonald 36 rebounds ahead in 12th.
· Welp added his second double-double of the season with 
20 points and a season-high 11 rebounds Saturday. His 
other came at Santa Clara scoring 17 with 10 rebounds. Col-
lin Welp put up 25 second-half points hitting all 10 shots 
en route to a 30-point night; his second 30-point career 
game. Welp has made 17 straight free throws after going 
8-for-8 from the line. It was his 10th game with 20+ points 
in his career, second this season joining his 24-point effort 
at USC. He added a team-high eight rebounds in the game.
· The ‘Eaters have had multiple players in double-figures 

every game this season. Collin Welp has reached double 
digits in 12 of 13 games. UCI has had three with double 
digits in six games this year including Saturday at Long 
Beach State, and four in double digits vs. La Verne.
· High scorers have come from six different Anteaters in 
their 13 games and led by Welp seven times while five 
different players have led the team in rebounding led by 
Austin Johnson five times, and eight different players lead-
ing or tied for most assists led by Justin Hohn four times.
· Nationally, the Anteater defense is among the nation’s 
best. UCI was tops in the NCAA in scoring defense in 
mid-December settling in at 16th in the NCAA as the 
conclusion of non-conference play. Entering the week, 
UCI allows 60.4 points per game, 17th in the nation, 
which included 51 points allowed at UC Riverside and the 
lowest-scoring half by an opponent with 22 second half 
points..
· UCI also ranks high nationally in field goal defense, 10th 
nationally, and ninth in the NCAA in three-point defense. 
Elsewhere, they allow the 11th-fewest turnovers, and 
commit the ninth-fewest fouls in the nation.
· Austin Johnson has been a prolific shot blocker with 
32 this season and ranking 31st nationally with 2.46 per 
game, both numbers leading the conference. He also put 
down 16 points at UC Riverside for his highest career total 
against a Division I opponent. Three of his eight career 

STORYLINES
double-digit point games have come in his last six games 
with two in Big West matchups.
· Fall 2021 Dean’s List was announced with 112 UCI stu-
dent-athletes recognized with GPAs over 3.50. Collin Welp, 
Bent Leuchten, and Emmanuel Tshimanga made the list for 
men’s basketball.
 
112 - Monday came the Dean’s List announcement for UC 
Irvine student-athletes with 112 undergraduates from 17 dif-
ferent sports this Fall with GPAs over 3.50. Men’s basketball 
had the trio of Collin Welp, Bent Leuchten, and Emmanuel 
Tshimanga among the honorees

13 - Both of UCI’s losses last week featured its largest deficit 
overcome of 2021-22. The ‘Eaters trailed by 12 points with 
12:24 left in the game before retaking the lead with 4:12 left 
vs. the Titans, and again Saturday trailed by 13 with 10:23 left 
at LBSU before taking the lead at 3:45 to go

15th - UCI men’s basketball has a non-conference strength 
of schedule rated 15th-toughest in the nation. UCI’s overall 
schedule rates 31st-toughest entering the week ranking 
fourth-highest among mid-major schools 

Thursday vs. CSU Bakersfield
· CSU Bakersfield is back for a second season in the Big 

West. The Runners were 15-11 in their first season and a 9-7 
mark in the Big West falling in the Big West Tournament First 
Round as the 5-seed. CSUB is 6-7 so far in 2021-22 with Divi-
sion I wins at Boise State, vs. Idaho, and vs. Dartmouth. The 
Runners have one win in four Big West matchups dropping 
Cal Poly by 13 along with losses to Cal State Fullerton, UC 
Riverside, and Hawai’i all by less than six points.
· UCI and CSUB split their matchups in 2020-21 both played 
in the Bren where Thursday’s will be, and CSUB took the 
most recent one. All-time, UCI is 5-3 in their eight meetings 
including 4-2 in the Bren and 2-1 under coach Turner.

Saturday vs. Cal Poly
· Cal Poly enters the week at 4-12 on the year which includes 
four 1-point losses and wins  over Division I squads Idaho 
and Portland State. After three Big West cancelations, they 
are 1-3 defeating UC Davis at home and losses to UCR, CSUB, 
and Hawai’i. The Mustangs were selected to finish ninth in 
the preseason Big West poll.
· All-time, the Anteaters have had the Mustangs’ number 
with 39 wins in 61 matchups especially recently with 
wins in 18 of the last 19 matchups and four straight in the 
Bren. Coach Turner is 19-6 against Cal Poly with the ‘Eaters 
winning both meetings in 2021 in the Bren and a third in the 
Big West First Round matchup.
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• Closest accommodations to UCI campus

• Walking distance to shopping & dining

• Comfortable modern guest rooms

• AC Lounge is a hub of social buzz

• Mobile check-in and check-out

• UCI Preferred Rate

• 1 mile to the John Wayne Airport

WHETHER YOU’RE AN 
ATHLETE OR A FAN, 
WE UNDERSTAND THAT 
ATHLETICS IS A FULL-TIME 
COMMITMENT.

AC HOTEL IRVINE
3309 Michelson Drive | Irvine, CA 92612
949.471.8710 | Marriott.com/snaai

Architects, Engineers & Business Friends Working for the Future of UC Irvine

Instrumentation & Industrial
Hoses • Fittings • Regulators
Tubing • Gauges • Valves:
Gate, Check, Swing,
Pressure Relief

A-BEST INDUSTRIAL

Call Tim Marquez:
(310) 833-3353
Fax (310) 774-3956
sales@abesttube.com
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order.stonefiregrill.com

curbside
takeout delivery catering

download the
ordering app!

13 southern california locations to serve you!

�oudly
Supporting

UCI
athletics

PROTECT 
YOUR HEALTH

Taking control of your health is one of the most valuable things you can do for yourself 
and your family. Regular visits with your doctor and keeping up with annual exams  

are two simple steps you can take to prevent illness and maintain good health.

Our UCI Health primary care doctors offer convenient virtual appointments and  
in-person visits at locations throughout Orange County. As part of Orange County’s 
only academic health system, our network of more than 500 specialty care doctors  

provide the latest evidence-based care and access to leading-edge clinical trials.  
As a UCI Health patient, you can expect the most comprehensive, high-quality  

care in our area.

Make your health a priority. Choose a UCI Health primary care doctor today. 

Learn more at ucihealth.org/choose or call 844-310-9750.

UCI Health
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Russell Turner, the winningest coach in UCI history, concluded his 11th sea-
son at the helm in 2020-21. Turner has guided the Anteaters to 227 wins, 
averaging over 20 wins a season.

Turner who enters his 12th season as head coach at UC Irvine in 2021-22, 
has led the ‘Eaters to six postseason appearances (2013 CIT, 2014 NIT, 2015 
NCAA, 2016 CIT, 2017 NIT and 2019 NCAA).

Turner became the only coach in UCI history to amass 200 wins. He has 
been named the Big West Coach of the Year four times in his career and 

has led the ‘Eaters to Big West regular season titles in five of the last eight 
seasons.

On the national stage, Turner has been named a finalist for the Skip Prosser 
Man of the Year award in 2017 & 2020, and the Hugh Durham Award in 2019 
& 2020. Bracketbusters.com also named him one of the Top-10 Big West 
Coaches of the Century. 

UCI’s 2020-21 team was the second youngest in the country, and Turner led 
the Anteaters to a Big West Tournament final for the fourth-consecutive 
season. He is one of only seven coaches in Big West history to reach over 
200 wins and currently ranks fifth all-time on the Big West career wins list. 

In 2019-20, Turner led the Anteaters to their second-straight Big West reg-
ular season outright title, marking the first time in UCI history the ‘Eaters 
won back-to-back outright titles. UCI entered the Big West Tournament as 
the No. 1 seed before its cancelation. 

He led UCI to a record-breaking 2018-19 season as the Anteaters broke 
school records in overall wins (31), longest winning streak (17 games) and 
tied a program best 15-1 mark in Big West play. Turner guided the Anteaters 
to their second Big West Conference Tournament title and second NCAA 
Tournament appearance. UCI won its first-ever NCAA Tournament game 
defeating fourth-seeded Kansas State 70-64. He also helped Jonathan Gal-
loway become the Big West’s first-ever three time Defensive Player of the 
Year recipient. Turner was named the Big West Coach of the Year. 

In 2017-18, he guided the Anteaters to their sixth-straight winning season 
with an 18-17 overall record and second-straight Big West Tournament final. 
He upped his career win total to 157 becoming the third coach in UC Irvine 

records for overall victories, non-conference wins (15), and road 
victories (13).
 
In 2015, he led UCI to the program’s first NCAA Division I Tournament 
berth as the Anteaters won the Big West Conference Tournament for 
the first time in school history. UCI took three-time national cham-
pion Louisville to the wire in the NCAA Second round, falling 57-55.
 
Turner was named 2014 Big West Conference Coach of the Year and 
NABC District 9 Coach of the Year after leading the Anteaters to their 
first league regular-season title in 12 years and a second consecu-
tive 20-win season.
 
He guided the ‘Eaters to a 23-12 overall record in 2013-14 and a 13-3 
mark in Big West play. Five of his players received Big West postsea-
son recognition.
 
Turner was named UC Irvine’s head coach April 9, 2010, after serving 
the previous six seasons as an assistant coach for the Golden State 
Warriors of the National Basketball Association following positions 
at Stanford University and Wake Forest University.
 
Turner also served as a coach for the Warriors’ summer-league entry 
in Las Vegas for five seasons. He has been an active participant in 
the NBA’s international outreach camps, including Basketball with-
out Borders, representing the league in Turkey, China and Lithuania. 
BWB is a program that uses basketball to create positive social 
change in education, health and wellness.

Turner was a member of Mike Montgomery’s Stanford University 
staff from 2000-04 when the Cardinal had a combined overall record 
of 105-24 (.814), including 59-13 (.819) in Pac-10 play. Stanford won 

Pac-10 regular-season titles in 2001 and 2004, was ranked No. 1 in the 
polls both seasons, and advanced to the NCAA tournament each of 
Turner’s four years, including the West Regional final in 2001.

The list of players he worked with at Stanford includes All-Americans 
Josh Childress, Casey Jacobsen, Jarron Collins and Jason Collins.

Prior to Stanford, Turned worked under Dave Odom as an assistant at 
Wake Forest University from 1994-2000.

The Demon Deacons won 161 games in those six seasons, advancing 
to the NCAA tournament three times, including the Midwest Regional 
final in 1996. Tim Duncan was a three-time All-American during Turn-
er’s tenure at Wake Forest.

Turner’s first coaching position was as an assistant at his alma mater, 
Hampden-Sydney (Va.) College in 1993-94.

As a player at Hampden-Sydney, Turner was a two-time All-American 
(1991 & 1992) and set the school’s career scoring record of 2,272 
points. He was a member of Hampden-Sydney’s first two NCAA tour-
nament teams and was inducted into Hampden-Sydney’s Athletic Hall 
of Fame in 2002.

He graduated magna cum laude in 1992 with a B.A. in English and eco-
nomics, and earned numerous academic honors including election 
into Phi Beta Kappa.

Turner is a native of Roanoke, Va. He and his wife, Elizabeth, a physi-
cian, have two children, Devlin and Darius.
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JC Butler is a redshirt juniorwho has 
started every game for the ‘Eater this 
season.

http://ucirvinesports.com/antourage
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Team Roster

NO. 	 NAME	 POS	 HT./WT.	 YR.	 HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL
0	 JC Butler	 F 	 6-5/190	 R-Jr.	 Racine, WI / The Prairie School
1	 Dawson Baker	 G 	 6-4/190	 So.	 Coto De Caza, CA / Capistrano Valley High School
2	 Justin Hohn	 G	 6-2/185	 R-So.	 Sioux Falls, SD / Tea HS
3	 Devin Tillis	 F	 6-6/210	 So.	 Los Angeles, CA / Windward HS
4	 Andre Henry	 G	 6-4/185	 So.	 La Cañada - Flintridge, CA / St. Francis HS
5	 Isaiah Lee	 G	 6-2/190	 Jr.	 Sydney, Aus. / Basketball-Australia Centre of Excellence
10	 Ofure Ujadughele	 G	 6-5/215	 R-So.	 Long Beach, CA / Chino Hills HS
11	 Hunter Ruck	 F	 6-9/235	 So.	 Scottsdale, AZ / Rancho Solano Prep
13	 Austin Johnson	 F	 6-9/235	 Jr.	 Marietta, GA / Link Year Prep/Wheeler HS
15	 Bent Leuchten	 C 	 7-0/258	 Fr.	 Karlsfeld, Bavaria, Ger. / Josef-Effner-Gymnasium
21	 Langston Redfield	 G	 6-3/180	 Fr.	 Mission Viejo, CA / Capistrano Valley HS
22	 DJ Davis	 G	 6-1/170	 So.	 Moreno Valley, CA / Riverside Poly HS
25	 Emmanuel Tshimanga	C 	 7-0/270	 R-So.	 Montreal, Can. / Bella Vista Prep
31	 Dean Keeler	 F	 6-11/240	 Jr.	 Westminster, CA / Marina HS
40	 Collin Welp	 F	 6-9/225	 R-Sr.	 Seattle, WA / Seattle Prep
43	 Akiva McBirney-Griffin	F	 6-9/220	 Fr.	 Hamilton, NZ / St. John’s College, Hamilton

COACHING STAFF
Head Coach: Russell Turner (12th Season)
Assistant Coaches: Ryan Badrtalei, Michael Wilder, Alex Young
Director of Operations: Matt Richardson
Director of Administration: Sean O’Donnell

To find opponent roster, download the UCI Sports Front Row App from iTunes or the Google Play Store, 
or visit ucirvinesports.com/mbb

2021-22 UC Irvine Men's Basketball
Combined Team Statistics

All games
Page 1/1

as of Jan 23, 2022

Game Records
Record Overall Home Away Neutral
ALL GAMES 6-7 4-1 2-5 0-1
CONFERENCE 1-3 0-1 1-2 0-0
NON-CONFERENCE 5-4 4-0 1-3 0-1

Score by Periods
Team 1st 2nd OT TOT
UC Irvine 398 472 0 870
Opponents 368 417 0 785

Team Box Score

No. Player
Total 3-Point F-Throw Rebounds

GP-GS MIN AVG FG-FGA FG% 3FG-3FGA 3FG% FT-FTA FT% OFF DEF TOT AVG PF DQ A TO BLK STL PTS AVG
40 WELP, Collin 13-13 354:12 27.2 74-163 .454 8-27 .296 44-52 .846 26 57 83 6.4 16 0 22 22 3 9 200 15.4
1 BAKER, Dawson 7-7 186:07 26.6 25-71 .352 8-22 .364 12-21 .571 3 17 20 2.9 13 0 7 10 1 7 70 10.0

22 DAVIS, DJ 12-2 253:37 21.1 35-93 .376 22-53 .415 10-11 .909 3 16 19 1.6 31 1 24 24 0 11 102 8.5
2 HOHN, Justin 13-6 297:50 22.9 37-90 .411 14-42 .333 6-7 .857 8 34 42 3.2 16 0 28 16 2 12 94 7.2

13 JOHNSON, Austin 13-13 284:21 21.9 35-72 .486 0-0 .000 15-20 .750 23 62 85 6.5 29 1 3 15 32 4 85 6.5
00 BUTLER, JC 13-13 282:41 21.7 31-68 .456 7-19 .368 13-18 .722 6 26 32 2.5 31 0 10 14 0 10 82 6.3
15 LEUCHTEN, Bent 13-0 97:45 7.5 22-37 .595 1-1 1.000 11-19 .579 17 11 28 2.2 13 0 2 13 3 1 56 4.3
4 HENRY, Andre 6-0 63:28 10.6 6-14 .429 1-6 .167 11-15 .733 0 15 15 2.5 3 0 3 3 0 4 24 4.0

25 TSHIMANGA, Emmanuel 13-0 148:36 11.4 21-34 .618 0-1 .000 8-15 .533 18 26 44 3.4 23 0 2 7 1 3 50 3.8
31 KEELER, Dean 5-0 51:19 10.3 7-13 .538 0-0 .000 1-2 .500 5 10 15 3.0 8 1 3 3 2 1 15 3.0
5 LEE, Isaiah 13-11 245:44 18.9 12-44 .273 6-26 .231 7-10 .700 4 11 15 1.2 12 0 22 13 2 10 37 2.8

10 UJADUGHELE, Ofure 13-0 167:48 12.9 11-29 .379 0-6 .000 7-14 .500 16 29 45 3.5 27 0 17 16 0 10 29 2.2
21 REDFIELD, Langston 12-0 146:53 12.2 9-20 .450 3-7 .429 1-2 .500 3 9 12 1.0 5 0 8 5 0 5 22 1.8
11 RUCK, Hunter 3-0 19:40 6.6 2-3 .667 0-0 .000 0-0 .000 1 2 3 1.0 2 0 0 0 0 1 4 1.3
Team 9 26 35 7
Total 13 2600 327-751 .435 70-210 .333 146-206 .709 142 351 493 37.9 229 3 151 168 46 88 870 66.9
Opponents 13 2600 277-733 .378 67-246 .272 164-223 .735 130 309 439 33.8 208 0 133 156 37 80 785 60.4

Team Statistics
IRVINE OPP

Scoring 870 785
Points per game 66.9 60.4
Scoring margin +6.5 -

Field goals-att 327-751 277-733
Field goal pct .435 .378

3 point fg-att 70-210 67-246
3-point FG pct .333 .272
3-pt FG made per game 5.4 5.2

Free throws-att 146-206 164-223
Free throw pct .709 .735
F-Throws made per game 11.2 12.6

Rebounds 493 439
Rebounds per game 37.9 33.8
Rebounding margin +4.2 -

Assists 151 133
Assists per game 11.6 10.2

Turnovers 168 156
Turnovers per game 12.9 12.0
Turnover margin -0.9 -
Assist/turnover ratio 0.9 0.9

Steals 88 80
Steals per game 6.8 6.2

Blocks 46 37
Blocks per game 3.5 2.8

Winning streak 0 -
Home win streak 0 -

Attendance 6622 17871
Home games-Avg/Game 5-1324 7-2553
Neutral site-Avg/Game - 1-211

Team Results
Date Opponent Score Att.
11/09/2021 at New Mexico St. L 51-62 5056
11/13/2021 Boise St. W 58-50 2197
11/16/2021 La Verne W 100-41 987
11/20/2021 Pepperdine W 82-48 1641
11/27/2021 at Santa Clara W 69-64 834
12/03/2021 Bethesda (CA) W 86-54 866
12/11/2021 at Fresno St. L 55-63 4501
12/15/2021 at Southern California L 61-66 3253
12/19/2021 vs Duquesne L 54-76 211
01/08/2022 at UC Riverside W 68-51 0
01/13/2022 at Hawaii L 56-72 3245
01/20/2022 Cal St. Fullerton L 63-65 931
01/22/2022 at Long Beach St. L 67-73 982
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Good Luck UC Irvine from your Friends in Business

Call Us for a Tow
Anywhere in SoCal

(800) 339-8698
Blairstowing.Net

www.cdgbuilders.com

������������������� �

James Cimabue
15931 Chemical Lane, A

Huntington Beach, CA 92647
(714) 843-5650

 
Hathaway Dinwiddie Construction Company  

INSPIRING POSSIBILITIES

www.HDCCO.com

Susan & Henry Samueli College of Health Sciences Building 
and Sue & Bill Gross Nursing and Health Sciences Hall

Silicon Fidelity Inc.
Test Equipment, Probe Stations

Complete Solutions
Not bits and pieces

Within Budget
Without compromise in quality.

Ray Cerulli

521 East Jamie | La Habra, CA 90631

714.738.8128 x.1207 • 657.243.6241 Direct
Ray@PlasticTops.com • www.PlasticTops.com

COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL

Fabricating Work Surfaces
that help folks get things done



20‘EATER DIGEST | THE OFFICIAL PROGRAM OF  UC IRVINE ATHLETICS

ALREADY ON  
THE ALL-STAR TEAM
THE ALL NEW BMW i4 & iX

Irvine BMW is proud to 
support UC Irvine Basketball

IRVINEBMW.COM
9881 Research Drive, Irvine, CA 92618

949-380-1200


