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TULANE VOLLEYBALL
2 NCAA TOURNAMENT APPEARANCES | 2018 NIVC FINALISTS | 13 AVCA ALL-AMERICANS | 43 ALL-CONFERENCE SELECTIONS

•	 The Tulane University volleyball team is set to hit the sky on Friday. As they 
travel to California to play in three matches in the Santa Clara Home Tournament 
inside the Leavey Center.

 
•	  The Green Wave (3-3, 0-0 AAC) will first take on Fresno State (3-3, 0-0 MEAC) on 

Friday at 5:00 p.m. before matching up against the University of Oklahoma (4-2, 
0-0 Summit League) on Saturday at 4:00 p.m. and Santa Clara University (3-3, 0-0 
MAC) on Sunday at noon. 

 
•	  Tulane fought hard and came out with a (3-3) record after its home opener in 

the Green Wave Invitational held at Avron B. Fogleman Arena inside the Devlin 
Field house. The Green Wave Started the weekend strong with a victory over 
Howard University in its first tournament match on Friday but dropped its 
second match to Kansas City later that night. On Saturday, the Tulane University 
volleyball team concluded their first home tournament of the year with a loss 
to the Bobcats of Ohio University. The Green Wave finished third overall in the 
Green Wave Invitational to end the weekend. 

 
•	  In week two, the Wave showed their talents. Some of the highlights from the 

weekend included Senior Amarachi Osuji, who led the attack for Tulane in the 
first match contributing 14 kills and 17.5 points. Osuji also had three solo blocks 
and a block assist. On the setting front, Senior Kate Van Houten paced Tulane 
with 24 assists in the second match. In the last match of the weekend, Libero 
Jillian Dits carried the defense with 13 digs, concluding the home opener. 

•	
•	 Fresno State is currently 3-3 this season. After their first season match against 

Charleston Southern (4-3), the Bulldogs were victorious. They dropped their 
next two matches against College of Charleston (2-4) and Rutgers (4-2). The 
Bulldogs returned strong in their next two matches against The Citadel (2-4) and 
Seattle (1-2), securing two wins for their season. The Green Wave and Fresno 
State share the same record of 3-3, so this is sure to be an intense match-up 
between the two teams. 

•	  The University of Oklahoma holds a 4-2 record in the 2022 campaign. They 
grabbed three straight wins against Gonzaga (2-4), Iowa (2-3), and Florida 
International (0-6) to start their season. The Sooner’s streak ended in the Luv 
International, suffering losses to Ball State (5-1) and Mississippi State (5-0), but 
came out with a victory in their last game against Lipscomb (2-4). This will be a 
challenging match-up between the two teams. 

 
•	  Santa Clara University also holds a 3-3 record, the same as their opponents 

Tulane and Fresno State. The Broncos have had an even split season so far. They 
started the season with a win against Chattanooga (1-5) and then took two 
losses from Troy (2-4) and Georgia (6-1) to finish out the month of August. In 
September, the tables turned with the Broncos pulling out two wins against 
Wyoming (1-5) and Idaho (0-6), with one loss to Grand Canyon. This will be an 
excellent match-up for the Green Wave and a weekend full of high intensity and 
great competition.
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Kayla Kaiser leads the 

American with 12 aces so 
far this seaosn. 

The Green Wave is 7 
wins away from its 900 

program win.

Mackenzie Martin leads 
the team with 72 kills 
averaging 3.27 a set. 
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TULANE GREEN WAVE
Head Coach: Jordana Price 

Record at Tulane: 3-3 (1styr)
Overall: 3-3 (1st yr)

FRESNO STATE
OKLAHOMA
SANTA CLARA

9.9.22-9.11.22 | SANTA CLARA, CA | LEAVEY CENTER

AUGUST
	 20	 OLIVE/BLUE SCRIMMAGE............. 2-2
	 26	 vs. Southeastern Louisiana#.. L, 1-3
	 27	 vs. Prairie View A&M#..............W, 3-0
	 28	 at Lamar#.....................................W, 3-2
SEPTEMBER
	 2	 HOWARD+...................................W, 3-0
	 2	 KANSAS CITY+............................ L, 0-3
	 3	 OHIO UNIVERSITY+................... L, 1-3
	 9	 vs. Fresno State&......................10 a.m.
	 10	 vs. Oklahoma&............................3 p.m.
	 10	 at Santa Clara&........................ 12 p.m.
	 17	 OREGON STATE^......................11 a.m.
	 17	 LSU^.........................................6:30 p.m.
	 21	 HOUSTON*.............................2:30 p.m.
	 23	 CINCINNATI*..........................6:30 p.m.
	 30	 at Temple*....................................7 p.m.
OCTOBER
	 2	 at East Carolina*.......................11 a.m.
	 7	 SOUTH FLORIDA*.......................5 p.m.
	 9	 UCF*...............................................1 p.m.
	 14	 at Memphis*................................6 p.m.
	 16	 at SMU*.........................................1 p.m.
	 21	 TULSA*....................................6:30 p.m.
	 23	 WICHITA STATE*.........................1 p.m.
	 28	 EAST CAROLINA*.................6:30 p.m.
	 30	 TEMPLE*........................................1 p.m.
NOVEMBER
	 2	 at Houston*...........................2:30 p.m.
	 6	 at Cincinnati*........................... 12 p.m.
	 11	 at Wichita State*........................7 p.m.
	 13	 at Tulsa*.........................................1 p.m.
	 18	 SMU*........................................6:30 p.m.
	 20	 MEMPHIS*....................................1 p.m.
	 23	 at UCF*..........................................6 p.m.
	 25	 at South Florida*..................TBD p.m.
NCAA Tournament
	 December 1-3......NCAA 1st & 2nd Rounds
	 December 8-10................... NCAA Regionals
	 December 15-17.......NCAA Championship

	 + Green Wave Classic #2 (New Orleans, La.)
	 # Lamar Invite (Beaumont, Texas)
	 & Santa Clara Tournament (Santa Clara, CA)
	 ^ Tulane Invittational #2 (New Orleans, La.)
	 *denotes  American Athletic Conference 
match
	 BOLD  CAPS denotes home match in Devlin 
Fieldhouse
	 All  times central time zone and subject to 
change

FALL 2022 SCHEDULE
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FALL 2022 ROSTER
Numerical Roster

	 #	 NAME	 POS	 HT	 CL	 EXP	 HOMETOWN	 HIGH SCHOOL/COLLEGE
	 2	 Lizzy Stefanov	 OH	 6-1	 Sr.	 3L	 Stow, Ohio	 Stow-Munroe Falls HS
	 3	 Ceren Aki	 OH	 6-1	 Fr.	 HS	 Adana, Turkey 	 Adana Gundogdu College
 	 4	 Sophia Ervanian	 L	 5-6	 Jr.	 2L	 Ponte Vedra, Fla.	 Ponte Vedra HS
	 5	 Mackenzie Martin	 OH	 5-10	 Jr.	 2L	 Port Orange, Fla.	 Spruce Creek HS 
	 6	 Jillian Dits	 L	 5-7	 Sr.	 3L	 Colleyville, Texas	 Colleyville Heritage HS
	 7	 Amarachi Osuji	 OH	 5-10	 Sr.	 3L	 Dallas, Texas	 Coppell HSAmarachi
	 8	 Ava Derbes	 S	 5-11	 Fr.	 HS	 College Station, 	 A&M Consolidated HS
	 9	 Annabelle He	 L	 5-6	 Fr.	 HS	 Ridgewood, N.J.	 Ridgewood HS
	 10	 Ilayda Demirtas	 OH/RS	 6-5	 R-Fr.	 1L	 Niksar, Turkey	 Gelisim College
	 11	 Melissa Kolurbasi	 OH/RS	 6-2	 GS.	 4L	 Istanbull, Turkey	 Anabilim Anatolian HS
	 12	 Kathrine Crosley	 S	 5-9	 Fr.	 HS	 Austin, Texas	 James Bowie HS
	 14	 Mackenzie Mahr	 OH/DS	 5-6	 Fr.	 HS	 Helotes, Texas	 Sandra Day Oconnor
	 15	 Kate Van Houten	 S	 5-9	 GS	 4L	 Scottsdale, Az.	 Chaparral HS
	 21	 Skyler Bumpers	 RS	 6-1	 So.	 1L	 Mobile, Ala.	 Berkeley International HS	
	 23	 Sabrina Skyers	 MH	 6-1	 Fr.	 HS	 West Orange, N.J.	 Kent Place School
	 25	 Kayla Kaiser	 MB	 6-1	 GS.	 4L	 Louisville, Ky.	 Assumption HS
	 33	 Agata Beksha	 MB/RS	 6-3	 Fr.	 2L	 Grodno, Belarus	 Grodno Gymnasium

Alphabetical Roster
	 #	 NAME	 POS	 HT	 CL	 EXP	 HOMETOWN	 HIGH SCHOOL/COLLEGE
	 3	 Ceren Aki	 OH	 6-1	 Fr.	 HS	 Adana, Turkey 	 Westlake HS
	 33	 Agata Beksha	 MB/RS	 6-3	 Fr.	 2L	 Grodno, Belarus	 Grodno Gymnasium
	 21	 Skyler Bumpers	 RS	 6-1	 So.	 1L	 Mobile, Ala.	 Berkeley International HS
	 12	 Kathrine Crosley	 S	 5-9	 Fr.	 HS	 Austin, Texas	 James Bowie HS
	 10	 Ilayda Demirtas	 OH/RS	 6-5	 R-Fr.	 1L	 Niksar, Turkey	 Gelisim College
	 8	 Ava Derbes	 S	 5-11	 Fr.	 HS	 College Station, Texas	 A&M Consolidated HS
	 6	 Jillian Dits	 L	 5-7	 Sr.	 3L	 Colleyville, Texas	 Colleyville Heritage HS
 	 4	 Sophia Ervanian	 L	 5-6	 Jr.	 2L	 Ponte Vedra, Fla.	 Ponte Vedra HS
	 9	 Annabelle He	 L	 5-6	 Fr.	 HS	 Ridgewood, N.J.	 Ridgewood HS
	 25	 Kayla Kaiser	 MB	 6-1	 GS.	 4L	 Louisville, Ky.	 Assumption HS
	 11	 Melissa Kolurbasi	 OH/RS	 6-2	 GS.	 4L	 Istanbull, Turkey	 Anabilim Anatolian HS
	 7	 Amarachi Osuji	 OH	 5-10	 Sr.	 3L	 Dallas, Texas	 Coppell HS
	 14	 Mackenzie Mahr	 OH/DS	 5-6	 Fr.	 HS	 Helotes, Texas	 Sandra Day Oconnor
	 5	 Mackenzie Martin	 OH	 5-10	 Jr.	 2L	 Port Orange, Fla.	 Spruce Creek HS
	 23	 Sabrina Skyers	 MH	 6-1	 Fr.	 HS	 West Orange, N.J.	 Kent Place School
	 2	 Lizzy Stefanov	 OH	 6-1	 Sr.	 3L	 Stow, Ohio	 Stow-Munroe Falls HS
	 15	 Kate Van Houten	 S	 5-9	 GS	 4L	 Scottsdale, Az.	 Chaparral HS

Pronunciation Guide
Ceren Aki

Je-den
A-key

Ilayda Demirtas
ill-lie-da

dem-ear-tas

Sophia Ervanian
er-VAIN-E-en

Melissa Kolurbasi
Co-lur-ba-c

Amarachi Osuji
a-mar-a-chi
O-sue-gee

Lizzy Stefanov
stef-ANN-ov

– General –
Location...................................................................................................New Orleans, La.
Founded......................................................................................................................... 1834
Enrollment..................................................................................................................14,062
Nickname......................................................................................................... Green Wave
School Colors........................................................................Olive Green and Sky Blue
Home Court.................................Avron B. Fogelman Arena in Devlin Fieldhouse
Capacity......................................................................................................................... 3,600
Affiliation...................................................................................................NCAA Division I
Conference.......................................................................................... American Athletic
President.....................................................................................................Michael A. Fitts
	 Alma Mater........................................................................................ Harvard, 1975
Athletic Director............................................................................................Troy Dannen	
	 Alma Mater........................................................................... Northern Iowa, 1989
Athletic Dept. Phone.............................................................................. (504) 865-5500
Ticket Office Phone................................................................................(504) 861-WAVE

– History –
First Season of Volleyball.......................................................................................... 1975
All-Time Record......................................................................................890-664-1 (.573)
No. Years In NCAA Tournament/Last................................................................ 2/2009
NCAA Tournament Record...............................................................................1-2 (.333)
Conference Regular-Season Titles/Last........................................................... 1/2008
Conference Tournament Titles/Last.................................................................. 1/2008

– Strategic Communications –
Volleyball Contact...............................................................................Samantha Larsen	
	 Alma Mater.................................................................................................LSU, 2020
Office Phone.............................................................................................. (504) 314-7093
Cell Phone.................................................................................................. (361) 720-3500
E-Mail................................................................................................slarsen3@tulane.edu

FALL 2021 QUICK FACTS
– Volleyball Staff –

Head Coach.................................................................................................. Jordana Price	
Alma Mater......................................................................................... Florida State, 2009
Record at Tulane..............................................................................................................2-1  
Career Record...................................................................................................................2-1
Associate Head Coach.......................................................................................Trey Cruz	
Alma Mater...........................................................................................................LSU, 2013
Assistant Coach..............................................................................................Taryn Knuth	
	 Alma Mater............................................................................... Florida State, 2022
Director of Operations............................................................................ Haylee Brewer	
	 Alma Mater..................................................................................Texas State, 2018
Athletic Trainer................................................................................................. Kate Fisher	
	 Alma Mater.................................................................................................LSU, 2019
Volleyball Office Phone......................................................................... (504) 314-7660

– Team Information –
2021 Record.....................................................................................................18-14 (.562)	
	 Home.............................................................................................................8-4 (.667)
	 Away..............................................................................................................6-7 (.462)
	 Neutral..........................................................................................................4-3 (.571)
2021 American Record/Finish..............................................................11-9 (.550)/6th
	 Home.............................................................................................................5-4 (.555)
	 Away.............................................................................................................6-5  (.545)
Final Ranking................................................................................................................... 6th
Lettermen Returning/Lost........................................................................................ 5/11
Starters Returning/Lost.................................................................................................1/5
Newcomers......................................................................................................................... 12

Coaching Staff
Jordana Price
Head Coach
Florida State, 

1st Season

Trey Cruz
Associate Head Coach/

LSU, 2014
1st Season

Taryn Knuth
Assistant Coach

Florida State, 2022
1st Season
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		  Conf.	 Pct.	 Overall	 Pct	 Home	 Away	 Neutral
UCF		  0-0	 .000	 2-0	 1.000	 2-0	 0-0	 0-0	
Houston		  0-0	 .000	 5-1	 .833	 3-0	 1-0	 1-1	
SMU		  0-0	 .000	 5-1	 .833	 2-1	 1-0	 2-0	
South Florida	 0-0	 .000	 4-2	 .667	 1-2	 1-0	 2-0	
Temple		  0-0	 .000	 3-2	 .600	 1-1	 1-0	 1-1	
Wichita State	 0-0	 .000	 3-2	 .600	 0-0	 1-1	 2-1	
Memphis		  0-0	 .000	 4-3	 .571	 3-1	 0-0	 1-2	
Tulane		  0-0	 .000	 3-3	 .500	 1-2	 1-0	 1-1	
East Carolina	 0-0	 .000	 2-4	 .333	 2-1	 0-1	 0-2	
Tulsa		  0-0	 .000	 2-4	 .333	 0-0	 0-2	 2-2
Cincinnati		  0-0	 .000	 1-5	 .167	 1-2	 0-1	 0-2		

2022 AMERICAN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE STANDINGS

PRESEASON AWARDS
PLAYER OF THE YEAR

McKenna Melville, Sr., OH, UCF
 

ALL_CONFERENCE TEAM
Claudia Dillon, Sr., MB, UCF

Amber Olson, Gr., S, UCF
McKenna Melville, Gr., OH, UCF*

Abby Walker, So., MB/RS, Cincinnati
Annie Cooke, Jr., S, Houston

Katie Georgiades, Jr., L, Houston
Abbie Jackson, Sr., OH, Houston*
Rachel Tullos, Sr., MB, Houston*

Rachel Woulfe, Sr., OH, SMU*
Kayley Cassaday, Sr., OH, Tulsa

Natalie Foster, So., MB, Wichita State
Brylee Kelly, R-Jr., OH, Wichita State*

Kayce Litzau, Jr., S, Wichita State
 

*denotes unanimous selection

PRESEASON COACHES’ POLL
1. UCF (10)- 100
2. Houston- 88

3. Cincinnati- 77
4. Wichita State (1)- 4

5. SMU- 71
6. Tulsa- 51

7. Tulane- 39
8.  Memphis- 33

9. East Carolina- 32
10. South Florida- 22

11. Temple- 18

WEEKLY AWARDS
OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE WEEK
Sophia Rohling, Jr., Wichita State

McKenna Melville, Gr., UCF

DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE WEEK
Katie Georgiades, Jr., Houston

Natalie Foster, So., Wichita State

NCAA RPI
22. UCF

53. Cincinnati 
58. Houston 

70. SMU 
71. Wichita State

136. Tulane
148. Tulsa 

204. Memphis 
236. ECU

245. Temple 
248. USF 
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TV/RADIO ROSTER

2|Lizzy Stefanov 3|Ceren Aki 4|Sophia Ervanian 5|Mackenzie Martin 6|Jillian Dits

7|Amarachi Osuji 8|Ava Derbes 9|Annabelle He 10|Ilayday Dermitas 11|Melissa Kolurbasi

12 |Katherine Crosley 14|Mackenzie Mahr 15|Kate Van Houten 21|Skyler Bumpers 23|Sabrina Skyers

25| Kayla Kaiser 33|Agata Beksha Jordana Price Trey Cruz Taryn Knuth
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