STETSON WINS CONFERENCE TITLE

Softball team heads
to Ist NCAA tournament
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Stetson players celebrate their Atlantic Sun Conference title after winnimg two games Saturday vs. Gardner-Webb in Deland

Hats in Ist NCAAs with Ist Lonﬁ_,rence tltle since’88

By TONY JONES
STAFF WHITER

DELAND — The way they mobbed
each other at the pitcher’s circle
following the final out was telling.

The tears that fowed, followed
by the congratulaiory hugs, were
spine-tingling as well.

On Saturday afternoon, before a
packed house at Patricia Wilson
Field, the Stetson softball team
erased last year's disappointment
by doing one simple thing: winning
the Atlantic Sun Conference Tour-
nament and a berth in the NCAA
Tournament for the first time in
school history

It took two victories, both over
Gardner-Webb by scores of 3-0 and
G, and four hours of drama and
angst, But when the final out was
recorded, a lazy Ny ball that fresh-
man center fielder Amy Joyce easi-
Iy plucked out of the air, it seemed
a8 if an entire plano was lifted off
the backs of the Hatters plavers.

“lt-feels great to be able to got il
done this fime around,” sopho-
muore pitcher Erica Demers said, *']
feel the best for the seniors. We
really wanted to do it for them. "
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STETSON 3-6
GARDMER-WEBS D-4

NCAA Selection Show
WHAT: Stetson will find out
whera they will play in the
NCAA regionals beginning
Thursday
WHERE: Stetson will watch at
Beel O*'Brady’s in DeLand.
WHEN: Today, 3 pm
TV: ESPN News

Unlike last seasom, when they
weore six outs from the conference

title before falling victim to Florida |

Atlantic’s late Inning rally, the
Hatters will watch the selection
show together at 3 p.m. today with-
ourt the pressure of wondering if an
at-large bid will be coming their
way.

Last year, despite a 41-14 record,
they didn't get an NCAA bid. They
have several players — and coach
Frank Griffin — to thank for not
hawing worry about that this year.

Stetson's Amy
Jovee (21)
slides safely
into home as
Gardlrer
Webdh's Abbie
Looper awaits
the ball in
their second
game Satur- |
day in De-
Land.

First and foremost is juntor sec.
ond baseman Nicole Forbes, the
towmament MVFP who hit a two-
run homer in the first game Satur
day and made a diving catch in the
bottom of the fifth inning that
gaved at least & run when Gardner-
Webb was rallying.

“That was the play of the tourna-
ment,” Griffin said. “She had no

chanee o come up with that catch,
yel she did. That's what she's been
doing the entire seazon: coming up
with the impossible.”

Demers, coming off an uneven
performaince Fricday, was lights out
in the first win over Gardper-
Webh, firing a one-hiiter,
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Demers won both games, with
senjor Heather Colding coming
on and pitching the final three
innings of Game 2 to record her
first save of the year.

Beyond Demers and Forbes,
Andrea Migliori continued a re-
cord-breaking vear.

On Thursday, the sophomore
set the school season record
with her 16th home run of the
vear. She set another school
mark in much different fashion
Saturday, breaking the season
RBI record on a suicide squeeze
inthe second game.

Lastly, Griffin coached as ag-
gressively as one could for two
games, He switched his lineup
before the first game, putting
regular leadoff hitter Joyee in
the ninth spot and moving
everyone else up a spot. It

worked, as Sherrel Fountain

contests. i
went 4-for-5 on the day withan  “We had a lot of hits on Fri-
RBI from the leadoff spot, while day,” Forbes said. “But we nev-
Joyce recorded two hits and er put them all together. We puf
stole two bases. everything today. W&
Iinm first four h.itte;sr iﬂm just played two great games.”
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