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SAVANNAH STATE QUICK FACTS
Location:				         Savannah, Ga.
Enrollment:			           	                    3,000
Founded:				                        1890
Nickname:				                      Tigers
Colors:	    	                     Burnt Orange and Reflex Blue
Affiliation:	 	 	                    NCAA Division II
Conference:     Southern Intercollegiate Athletics Conference (SIAC)
Interim President:	 	  Cynthia Robinson Alexander
Alma Mater:	   	                    Boston University
Athletics Director:	 	                        Opio Mashariki
Alma Mater:	                      Bethune-Cookman University

FACILITY INFORMATION
Stadium:		                         Theodore A. Wright Stadium
Capacity:	 	 	            	                    8,500
Surface:			                                   Field Turf
Ticket Office Phone:	 	 	      (912) 358-344

HISTORY
First Year of Football:	 	 	                    1902
All-Time Overall Record (Since 1915):	          296-501-29
All-Time SAAC Record (1935-1942):		                19-17-5
SAAC Championships:	 	 	               1 (1938)
All-Time SEAC Record (1947-1968):		            62-108-10
SEAC Championships:	 	                3 (1950, 1956, 1967)
SIAC Record (1968-2000): 	                                 111-118-1
SIAC Record (2019-Present):         	                                        17-14
SIAC Championships:	 	                                    1 (1972)
All-Time MEAC Record: (2011-2018)	                    10-62
MEAC Championships:	     	                                                0
National Championships: 	 	                           0
Division Affiliation: 
1952-1973: 		 	 	                   NAIA
1973-1981:	 	                                       NCAA Division III
1981-2000:           	 	                    NCAA Division II 
2000-2020:      	            	                     NCAA Division I
2020-Present: 	 	                    NCAA Division II

TEAM INFORMATION
Basic Offense:	 	                          Multiple/RPO
Basic Defense:	 	 	               Multiple
2022 Record:	 	 	                       2-8
2022 Conference Record:	 	                       1-7
2022 Record on the Road:	 	                       1-5 
2022 Record at Home:	 	 	                       1-3
2022 Record at Neutral:	 	 	                       0-0

 

Letterwinners Returning/Lost:
Total:	 	 	 	                    58/41
Starters:	 	 	                                         26/16
Defense:	 	 	 	                    30/13
Offense:	 	 	 	                    27/26
Specalist:	 	 	 	                        1/2
Total Newcomers:	 	  	                         52
Offense Newcomers:	 	 	 	    27
Defense Newcomers:	 	 	 	    23
Specialist: 	 	 	 	 	      2

DIGITAL COVERAGE 
Web:	 	 	              www.ssuathletics.com
Social Media:                                                            @SavStateTigers
Hashtags:	 	 	                     #HailSSU | #SSU 

COACHING STAFF
Head Coach:	 	 	       Aaron Kelton
Alma Mater:	                               Springfield College, ‘92
Career Record (Years):	                                      31-62 (11th Season)
Record @ SSU (Years):	 	                2-8 (Second Season)
Johnson “Jeep” Hunter       Assistant Head Coach/Co-Defensive Cor.
Nick Trist	           Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks
Keon Cezar                                                Defensive Line/Specialists
AJ Walsh			                	     Offensive Line
Harold Nelson	                  Tight Ends/Asst. Offensive Line 
Steven Jerry		                                             Wide Receivers
Randall Moss	 	                  Defensive Assistant
Derry Pinkston	                                       Offensive Assistant
Jonathan Glover	 	                  Defensive Assistant
Elisha Shephard	 	                   Graduate Assistant

INSIDE THE TIGER DEN
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INTERIM PRESIDENT

Cynthia
Robinson Alexander
Cynthia Robinson Alexander 
began her tenure as Interim 
President of Savannah State 
University on July 1, 2023.
Prior to this appointment 
by the University System 
of Georgia (USG) Board of 
Regents, President Alexander 
served the USG for 14 years, 
most recently as the Associate 
Vice Chancellor of Finance. 
In that role, she led USG’s 
management of all alternative 
financing transactions includ-
ing a $2.7 billion public-pri-
vate venture program as well 
as the systems’ public-private 
partnership initiative.
Interim President Alexander 
has over 30 years of leader-
ship experience in business 
and higher education, having 
successfully guided high-
ly complex financial and 
business initiatives. For more 
than 14 years she has partici-
pated with and led cross-disci-
plinary teams in implementing 
creative solutions to address 
fiscal and facility challenges 
and opportunities across all 
USG’s twenty-six public 
institutions. As a fiscal and 
portfolio expert, she worked 
closely with institutional 
presidents, chief business offi-
cers, fiscal and facility teams, 
foundations, internal USG 

staff and external stakeholders 
including other state agencies, 
rating agencies, banks, and fi-
nancial institutions. Under her 
leadership, her team oversaw 
policy, procedure, reporting, 
and design and construction as 
it related to financing facili-
ties that are part of the USG 
Foundation’s portfolio.
Prior to joining the Board 
of Regents, Interim President 
Alexander worked in various 
senior level positions includ-
ing Senior Vice President at 
Sumitomo Life Realty, where 
she oversaw fiscal, portfolio 
management and investment 
activities in Washington, D.C., 
Atlanta, and Los Angeles.
Alexander received a 

Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Urban Studies from Brown 
University, where she joined 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc. during her freshman year. 
She went on to earn a Master 
of City and Regional Planning 
from the John F. Kennedy 
School of Government at 
Harvard University and a Juris 
Doctor from Boston Univer-
sity.
Interim President Alexander 
is a graduate of Leadership 
Atlanta and the Board of Re-
gents’ Executive Leadership 
Institute. She has served as a 

board member of the Atlanta 
Chapter of Big Brothers Big 
Sisters and Commercial Real 
Estate Women (CREW), 
including serving as president. 
She is a lifetime member of 
Jack and Jill of America and 
for several decades was an 
active member of her church, 
Mt. Zion AME Church in 
Decatur Georgia. Throughout 
her career she has been recog-
nized as one of the “10 Wom-
en to Watch”, “Influential 
Women in Commercial Real 
Estate,” and “Who’s Who in 
Commercial Real Estate.”
Interim President Alexander 

is married to Charles Barnett 
Alexander, and they have two 
adult sons.
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Throughout his career, Savan-
nah State Director of Athletics 
Opio Mashariki, a 20-year 
veteran of athletics, has helped 
guide multiple college sports 
programs through the faithful 
execution of a range of admin-
istrative duties.
Beginning at his alma mater, 

Bethune-Cookman College, 
Mr. Mashariki worked in 
Sports Information for a total 
of 18 years. During his six 
years at Bethune-Cookman, 
he furthered the mission of 
the athletics’ department by 
coordinating press conferences 
and developing external and 
internal communications as 
an intern, then as the Assistant 
Sports Information Director 
and ultimately as the Interim 
Sports Information Director.
In March of 2005, he was 

named the Assistant Athletics 
Director for Media Relations 
at Savannah State University. 
During his 15 years in that po-

sition, Mr. Mashariki oversaw 
media relations for 15 sports, 
developed several social media 
platforms, produced the first 
ever media guides and publi-
cations for SSU Athletics and 
coordinated all athletic home 
contests.
Mr. Mashariki was promoted 
to Associate Athletics Director 
for Media Relations in 2017 
and while maintaining his work 
in sports information, took 
over supervision of men’s and 
women’s basketball, softball 
and volleyball. He also directed 
SSU Athletics training, strength 
and conditions and equipment 
management.
In August of 2018, he was 
selected as the Interim Athlet-
ics Director.
He accepted the position of 
Director of Athletics in January 
of 2019 and is oversaw the 
transition from NCAA Division 
I to Division II. 
Mashariki  worked close-

ly with the NCAA and the 
Southern Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference (SIAC), in 
implementing a new era for the 
Tigers.
He is a native of Brooklyn, 
N.Y. and earned his bachelor’s 
degree in Mass Communica-
tions and Public Relations from 
Bethune-Cookman College in 
2001.

DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

Opio 
Mashariki
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Savannah State Athletics hired 
Aaron Kelton as the 27th head 
football coach on April 5, 2022. 
Kelton came to Savannah State 
from Howard University where 
he was the defensive backs 
coach and recruiting coordina-
tor. He also served as interim 
head coach at Howard in 2019. 
Prior to that, the Boston, Mas-

sachusetts native was the co-de-
fensive coordinator at Morgan 
State, and the head football 
coach at Shorter University. 
He also served stints at Wil-
liams College, Columbia Uni-
versity, Virginia State Univer-
sity, Concord College, Clarion 

University and the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology. 
Through his nearly three-de-
cades of coaching experience, 
Kelton has served as an intern 
with four NFL teams and 
coached over 30 all-conference 
players. 
He earned his bachelor’s 
degree in psychology from 
Springfield College 
and is a master’s 
degree candidate at 
Virginia State Uni-
versity.

HEAD COACH

AT A GLANCE
Full Name: 
Aaron Kelton
Education:
Springfield College, 1992
Playing Experience:
Springfield College, 1987-1992
Coaching Experience:
Wellesley HS, 1993-1995 | Assistant Coach
Wayland HS, 1996 | Assistant Coach
Clarion University, 1997 | Defensive Backs
Concord University, 1998-2000 | Defensive 
Coordinator
Virginia State University, 2000-2005 | Defen-
sive Coordinator
Columbia University, 2005-2010 | Defensive 
Coordinator
Williams College, 2010-2016 | Head Football 
Coach
Shorter University, 2016-2017 | Head Football 
Coach
Morgan State, 2018 | Co-Defensive Coordi-
nator
Howard University, 2019-2021 | Defensive 
Backs
Savannah State, 2022 | Head Football Coach
Favorite Athletes:
Bo Jackson, Allen Iverson, 
Randall Cunningham 
Favorite Foods:
Lasagna, Lobster, Sea Food
Favorite Leaders:  
God, Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, 
Barack Obama

Aaron 
Kelton
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ASSISTANT COACHES

JEEP HUNTER
Assistant Head Coach

Co-Defensive CordinatorNICK TRIST
Offensive Coordinato

Quarterbacks

KEON CEZAR
Defensive Line

AJ WALSH
Offensive Line

RANDALL MOSS
Defensive Assistant

DERRY PINKSTON
Offensive Assistant

ELISHA SHEPHARD
Graduate Assistant

JONATHAN GLOVER
Defensive Assistant

STEVEN JERRY
Wide Receivers

HAROLD NELSON
Tight Ends

Asst. Offensive Line
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SUPPORT STAFF

SHALONDA MULLGRAV
Faculty Athletics

Representative (FAR)

JENNIFER KINGSBY
Head Athletics Trainer

MAGDALENA ROSS
Assistant Athletics 

Trainer

TA’KYLA AUSTIN
Administrative 

Assistant

TINA JOLLEY
Compliance Coordina-

tor/SWA

KAYLA HARRIS
Tickets Manager

FRED HAROLD, DO
Team Physician

KARLENE PARRIS
Academic Specialist

MARQUE JOHNSON
Community Liaison

MICHAEL COHEN
Strength and
Conditioning

MICHAEL MCBROOM, PA-C
Team Physican Asst.

THOMAS ALEXANDER, MD
Team Physician

STEVEN GREER, MD
Team Physician
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MEET THE TIGERS

#0 | RB
Shamarcus

Poole

#1 | QB
Jadon 

Adams

#1 | DL
Tony

Rountree, Jr.

#7 | DB
Ahlik

Booker

#3 | WR
Ronnie 
Faison

#0 | DL 
Nathaniel 
Chisholm

#3 | DB
Kirk

Smith

#4 | LB
Tavare 

Brewton

#13 | WR
Jamal

Hill 

#5 | WR
Randy
Scott

#6 | DL
Marlon
Jackson

#6 | WR
Brent 
Carr

#7 | WR
Demeke 
Colbert

#8 | DB
Hudson
Primus

#9 | DB
Keion

Bryant

#14 | DB
Zavion
Leggett

#10 | QB
Austin

Williams

#11 | LB
Gary 

Davis, Jr. 

#14 | QB
Paul

Hammond

#15 | DL
Kelvin

Drummond

#16 | DB
Elijah

Norwood

#16 | QB
Christian

Burks

#17 | WR
Da’Shun 
Mitchell

#9 | RB 
Joseph 

Hampton

#5 | DB
Deandre
Creary
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MEET THE TIGERS

#19 | QB
Jhaydon
Sullivan

#20 | LB
Amiri

Johnson

#21 | RB
Allie “AJ”
Brown

#29 | LB
Cameron
Leonard

#22 | LB
Darrian 

Bell

#18 | LB
Uchenna 
Nwoha

#23 | DB
Drewshawn 

Dawkins

#24 | DB
Bruce 

Mattox

#34 | DB
Jayden
Jones

#26 | RB
Evan

Guyton

#27 | K
Kimmy

Mal

#28 | DB
Kajani 

Clairington

#30 | RB
Kendarius

Brown

#30 | WR
Josiah

Benson

#31 | DB
Kevin

Stokes, Jr.

#36 | DB/LB
James

McGlaun

#32 | RB
Zaire

Anderson

#33 | DL
John “Welsey” 

Bentley 

#35 | P
Lexington
Matthews

#37 | DB
Emari 

Napper

#38 | WR
Cole

Bowman

#38| RB
David 

Omene

#39 | RB
Zyaire 

Williams

#31 | WR
Jason
Cobb

#25 | DB
Christopher 

Murray
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MEET THE TIGERS

#41 | DB
Carlos
Moore

#42 | TE
Ivan

Kynes

#43 | LB
Kenny
Iberosi

#50 | LB
Nicolas
Davis

#44 | TE
Jalil

Calhoun

#39 | WR
Jake

Freeman

#45 | DL
Cayden

Buchanan

#46 | DB
Chris

Brabham

#57 | DL
Andrew “Robert”

Horsley

#47 | DB
Brandon

Lane

#48 | DB
Emmanuel

White

#49 | LB
Micah
Monds

#51 | DL
Ameer
Phillips

#52 | DL
Niles

Johnson

#53 | DL
Emilson
Emilcar

#59 | DL
Jamar 

Walker

#55 | LB
Marcus
Coffee

#56 | DL
Jaylin 
Fields

#58 | DL
Adonis
Brazil

#60 | DL
Akeem
White

#61 | OL
Cameron

Thompson

#62 | OL
Tracy 
Todd

#63 | DL
Kason

Hodges

#54 | DL
Xavier

Esquillen

#46 | RB
Curtis
Spivey
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MEET THE TIGERS

#65 | OL
Clarence “Tre”

Samuel

#66 | OL
Justyn
James

#67 | OL
Arnez
Jones

#76 | OL
Joshua
Hadnot

#68 | OL
Chesten

Lytch

#64 | OL
Christian
Hubbard

#69 | OL
Giovanni 
Wilson

#70 | OL
Bryce

Favors

#84 | WR
Khiry 

Wallace

#72 | OL
Keshawn
Palmore

#73 | OL
Khalifa

Sene

#75 | Ol
Nicolas
Garcia

#78 | OL
Marquis
Jordan

#79 | OL
Kahleem
Murphy

#80 | WR
Jalen 

Leonard

#86 | WR
Kaylan 

Johnson

#82 | TE
Khristian

Clark

#83 | WR
Nicholas
Deve, Jr.

#85 | TE
Braylon
Fowler

#87 | DL
Emmanuel

Talabi

#87 | WR
Tyler

Carmona

#88 | WR
Elijah

Stephens

#89 | WR
Richard

Williams

#81 | TE
Jordan
Springs

#71 | OL
Marco
Fugar
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#93 | K
Michael
Becton

#97 | DL
Pearce
Brown

#91 | DL
Juilus 

Gomos

#92 | DL
Malachi

Fils-Aime

#96 | DL/TE
Wadson

Dieudonne

#98 | DL
William

Jones

#90 | DL
Mikie 

Anderson

MEET THE TIGERS
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SAVANNAH STATE ROSTER
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SAVANNAH STATE ROSTER
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SAVANNAH STATE ROSTER
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2024 SAVANNAH STATE SENIORS

#3 | DB
Kirk

Smith

#5 | WR
Randy
Scott

#3 | WR
Brent 
Carr

#7 | WR
Demeke 
Colbert

#8 | DB
Hudson
Primus

#15 | DL
Kelvin

Drummond

#16 | DB
Elijah

Norwood

#19 | QB
Jhaydon
Sullivan

#21 | RB
Allie “AJ”
Brown

#22 | LB
Darrian 

Bell

#24 | DB
Bruce 

Mattox

#0 | RB
Shamarcus

Poole

#32 | RB
Zaire

Anderson

#25 | DB
Christopher 

Murray

#17 | WR
Da’Shun 
Mitchell



17#HAILSSU

2024 SAVANNAH STATE SENIORS

#39 | RB
Zyaire 

Williams

#62 | OL
Tracy 
Todd

#66 | OL
Justyn
James

#81 | TE
Jordan
Springs

#87 | WR
Tyler

Carmona

#46 | RB
Curtis
Spivey

#97 | DL
Pearce
Brown
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ALBANY STATE ROSTER
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ALBANY STATE ROSTER
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Quinn Gray, Sr. was named 
the 14th head football coach 
for the Albany State University 
Golden Rams on December 19, 
2022. In his first year, the team 
posted a 6-5 overall record, 6-2 
in SIAC play, and advanced 
to the conference title game. 
Under his leadership, four play-
ers were named to the SIAC 
All-Conference First Team, 
three to the Second Team, and 
Frederick Gaines was honored 
as SIAC Freshman of the Year. 
The Golden Rams triumphed in 
all three classics they partic-
ipated in: the NYC HBCU 
Classic, Coastal City Classic, 
and the Fountain City Classic.
Before Albany State, Gray 

was a senior offensive analyst 
at the University of Memphis. 
He coached quarterbacks 
at Alcorn State University 
from 2020-2022 and was an 

associate head coach, offensive 
coordinator, and quarterbacks 
coach at FAMU from 2011-
2014. At Lincoln High School 
in Florida, his leadership pro-
duced nine FACA All-District 
Players and multiple Tallahas-
see Quarterback Club Player of 
the Year awards in 2019.
As an NFL player, Gray was 

a quarterback for the Jackson-
ville Jaguars and Kansas City 
Chiefs and played for the New 
York Sentinels in the United 
Football League, as well as 
leading the Frankfurt Galaxy to 
the 2003 World Bowl Champi-
onship in NFL Europe.
At FAMU, Gray set records 

in passing yards, attempts, 
completions, and touchdown 
passes. He was inducted into 
the Mid-Eastern Athletic 
Conference Hall of Fame and 
FAMU Sports Hall of Fame in 

2020.
A Fort Lauderdale native, 

Gray holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Health and Physical 
Education from FAMU (2006) 
and a Master of Science in 
Sports Commerce from the 
University of Memphis (2023). 
He and his wife Shemeka have 
six children: Quine, Destiny, 
David, Quinn Jr., Ashton, and 
Londyn.

Biography and photo courtesy 
asugoldenrams.com

Quinn 
Gray, Sr. 

ALBANY STATE COACHES

Christopher Cash.................................................................................................................Defensive Coordinator/Safety
Matthew Brown.......................................................................................................................Co-Defensive/Linebackers
Nicholas Sewak..........................................................................................................................................Offensive Line 
Wes Smith...................................................................................................................................................Defensive Line 
Kahari Love......................................................................................................................................................Tight Ends
Elijah Washington.........................................................................................................................................Special Teams
Anthony Kelly...........................................................................................................................................Running Backs 
Demetri Wilson............................................................................................................Coordinator of Football Operations 
Terrell Sims................................................................................................................................................Wide Receivers
Orlando McKinley...........................................................................................................................................Cornerback
Jack Pierrot.............................................................................................................................................Student Assistant

COACHING STAFF
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Theodore “Ted” Wright 
coached at Savannah State from 
1947-62. 

Wright came to Savannah 
State in 1947 and developed the 
school’s first varsity track and 
field team. He also served as 
head coach of the football and 
men’s basketball teams. Wright 
served as track coach from 
1949-56. While track coach, he 
won seven SEAC track titles. 
He served as head football 

coach from 1947-49. From 
1948-62 he was head coach 
of the men’s basketball team. 
Wright’s teams won 10 SEAC 
basketball championships. His 
1958 - 1962 “Chicago Five” 
won 118 games with only 18 
defeats, and won the NAIA Dis-
trict 6 basketball title for three 
consecutive years. 
He was named SEAC Coach 

of the Year in 1959-60. In 

1962, his last coaching season, 
Savannah State was the number 
one scoring team in the NAIA, 
averaging 97 points a game. 
Redell Walton, in 1962, was the 
first Savannah State basketball 
player to be named All - Amer-
ica. 
In 1989, the SIAC awarded 

Theodore Wright (posthumous-

ly) its outstanding Pioneer 
Award for his contributions to 
the development of the SIAC.
Wright received a bacca-

laureate degree in history in 
1925 from Baker University 
in Baldwin City, Kansas and 
his master’s degree from the 
University of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor. 
He was inducted (posthu-

mously - with his brothers 
Elbert and Giles) into the 
Baker University Class of 1989 
Athletic Hall of Fame as a 
football and basketball player 
in Baldwin City, Kansas. The 
SSU football stadium, which 
was built in 1970, was named 
after Wright. Ted Wright died 
in 1974.
He was inducted into the 

Savannah State Hall of Fame 
posthumously in 2010.

THEODORE “TED” WRIGHT
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THEODORE A. WRIGHT STADIUM

The Savannah State 
Tigers will be playing their 
47th season in Theodore A. 
Wright Stadium.  
In 2011, the Tigers played 

their first game in new-
ly renovated T.A. Wright 
Stadium on October 1, after 
a $6 million revitalization 
project in 2010 that included 
new professional style locker 
rooms, ticket boots, conces-
sion areas, brick front, and 
field turf. 
The 2010 renovations add-

ed 500 seats to the stadium 
for a total capacity of 8,500, 
and heralded the inaugural 
season of competition in the 
Mid-Eastern Athletic Confer-
ence.  In 2009, a new press 
box was added, featuring a 

president’s box. The stadium 
has undergone three major 
renovations since it was built 
in 1969. 
The most significant of 

these was the 1995 renova-
tions that added the current 
track.  In the 2009 a new 
press box was built prior to 
2010’s complete renovations.  
The original stadium’s con-
struction was part of massive 
school building project that 
spanned from 1964 to 1971.  
The new stadium was built 

at a cost of $133, 665 and 
John McGlockton, a 1935 
graduate was instrumental 
in securing the lighting at 
no expense to the college.  
Prior to the current location 
in T.A. Wright Stadium the 

SSU football team played in 
several different locations in 
the over 100 hundred years 
of competitive football. From 
1902 to 1940, the Tigers 
played where the King-Fra-
zier building now stands on 
the Savannah State campus. 
From 1940 to the 1970, they 
played on the grounds that 
the A.H. Gordon Library sits 
on today. 

The SSU Track and Field 
team has competed in the sta-
dium since 1995. The Tigers 
host multiple track and field 
events each year, utilizing 
the multiple fields inside and 
around T.A. Wright Stadium 
for events such as discuss, 
javelin throw, high jump, 
triple jump, and long jump.  
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Savannah State football 
began on Thanksgiving Day 
1902 when Georgia Industrial 
College won its only game 
of the year. GIC held another 
one-game season on Thanks-
giving Day in 1907. 
Georgia Industrial College 

became Georgia State in 
1932. In 1938, Georgia State 
celebrated their first football 
championship.  The Tigers led 
the South Atlantic Athletic 
Conference with a 6-2 record. 
In 1947, Georgia State became 
a charter member of the South-
eastern Athletic Conference. 
In 1950, the school became 
Savannah State College. 

The second conference title 
came to the institution in 1967 
when Savannah State College 
finished with a 6-2-1 record.
Savannah State joined 

the Southern Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference in 1969 as 
a Division III participant and 
under the leadership of Coach 
John Myles, SSU had the best 
record in 1972 at 6-3-1. 

1981 saw Tiger athletics 
move from Division III to 
Division II and 2000 saw 

them move to Division I-AA 
(NCAA). 
The move to Division II 

opened a new era in Savannah 
State Football.  Savannah State 
University took her lumps 
through the first four years in 
the new division, but in 1996, 
along came William R. “Bill” 
Davis.  
The Davis era lasted until 

1992.  During that seven 
year span, the SSU football 
program enjoyed a string of 
successes. Davis led the Tigers 
to their best ever records of 
8-2 in 1988 and 8-1 in 1989.
In 1992, the Tigers played in 

their first ever NCAA Football 
Playoff.  They finished the reg-
ular season with an 8-3 record.
Savannah State opted to 

move to Division 1-AA in 
1998, playing as independents. 
2000 marked the first year that 
the university was a counter at 
the 1-AA level.  Full member-
ship was granted in 2002.
The 2000s were not kind to 

the Savannah State football 
program as they struggled to 
compete at the NCAA Division 
I level. Their best year came 

under Robby Wells in 2008 
when they finished 5-7. 
The 2011-12 season marked 

the first year of competition 
for Savannah State University 
in the Mid-Eastern Athletic 
Conference (MEAC). The 
football program, steered by 
Steve Davenport and then 
Earnest Wilson won only four 
games between 2011 and 2015. 
Erik Raeburn took over the 

program from 2016 to 2018 
and finished 3-7, 3-8 and 2-8. 
Shawn Quinn was hired on 

March 7, 2019. Quinn found 
success immediately. In his de-
but season in 2019, the Tigers 
posted an historic 7-3 overall 
record—the first winning 
schedule since 1998. In the 
program’s first year of compe-
tition back in NCAA Division 
II and the Southern Intercol-
legiate Athletic Conference 
(SIAC), Quinn led the Tigers 
to an incredible 5-0 conference 
record. The team finished 8-2 
in the 2021 season, marking 
one of the best seasons since 
1994.

TIGER TALE
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Shannon Sharpe was born 
on June 26, 1968, in Chicago, 
Ill., but grew up in Glennville, 
Ga.  He led the 1988 and 1989 
Tigers to a combined 15-4 
record including 8-1 in 1989.  
He was the 1989 Co- South-
ern Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference (SIAC) Offensive 
Player of the Year and All-SI-
AC First Team Offense as a 
flanker. Sharpe was the second 
Savannah State football player 
selected to the Kodak Small 
College All-America team. He 
was the first Savannah State 
football player to play in the 
Blue-Gray Bowl (1990) in Mo-
bile, Ala., and the East-West 
Shrine Game (1990) in Palo 
Alto, Ca.  He was also named 
College Player of the Year in 
Georgia. A three-time All-SI-
AC selection, Sharpe owns 
SSU single-season receiving 
records for yardage (1,312), 
touchdowns (18) and yards per 
catch (21.5).
Sharpe graduated from Sa-

vannah State with a degree in 

criminal justice in 1991.
Shannon Sharpe’s NFL 

career spanned 14 years: 
12 seasons with the Denver 
Broncos and two with the Bal-
timore Ravens.  He was voted 
to eight Pro Bowls (1992-98, 
2001), as well as to the NFL’s 
first All-Decade Team for the 
1990s.  Sharpe is one of only 
five tight ends in NFL history 
to post more than one, 1,000-
yard receiving season (1994: 
1,010 yards; 1996: 1,062 yards; 
1997: 1,107 yards) and one of 
four to amass 6,000 receiving 
yards.  
A three-time Super Bowl 

champion, Sharpe won back-
to-back with the Broncos in 
1997 and 1998 and with the 
Ravens in 2000. He holds the 
NFL post-season record for 
longest reception, a 96-yard 
catch and run for a touchdown 
in the 2000 AFC Champion-
ship Game.  He played in 12 
post-season contests as a Bron-
co, all starts, and ranks No. 2 
in franchise playoff history in 

receptions (47) and No. 3 in 
receiving yards (505).
Sharpe is a member of 

the Colorado Sports Hall of 
Fame, Georgia Sports Hall of 
Fame and the Broncos Ring of 
Honor.

Savannah State retired his 
No. 2 jersey in 2009. Sharpe 
was inducted into the Savannah 
State Hall of Fame in 2010.
Sharpe co-hosts  “Undis-

puted” on Fox Sports. 

SHANNON SHARPE
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Stephanie Anderson
John Battle
Sandra M. Best
Bonita Bradley
Ann Robinson Calloway
Beatrice Campbell 
Lemuel Campbell
Patricia J. Clark
Roosevelt S. Coleman
Vernelle M. Coleman
Kenneth M. Dandy
Dr. Judy Day-Dee
Sidney Drake, Sr. 
Dr. Shirley Eason
Alicia Gaffney
Mary Ann Goldwire
Ruby Hall 
Sula A. Hall
Zakia Hall

Dr. Cathy Harris
Lydia M. Harris
Nantal L. Henry
Allison Holder 
Corey Holsey
Horace Houston, Jr. 
Margaret I. Hunter
Theodore E. Hunter, Jr.
Cassundra Huntley
Laura Irwin
Alfred Jackson
Alvernia Jackson
Edna Jackson
Kim Jackson
Roy Jackson
Eugene M. Johnson
Eugene R. Johnson 
Sharon Levett
Absolon Kent

Gloria P. Lewis 
Bobby Lockett
Barbara McGhee 
William McGhee 
James Melvin 
Christopher K. Middleton
James Miller 
Dr. Betty Mitchell
Warren F Mitchell, Jr. 
Jeryln Moore, V
Lenora Moore
Shelia Morrow
Clyde Newton
Montgomery Owens
Squire Payton
Yusef Polite
Emma Preer
Carolyn Price
Desiree Priest

Dr. Valerie Reynolds
Betty S. Simmons
Israel G. Small
Kerry Smith 
Dr. Jacquelyn W. Stephens
Dr. Davn Stevenson
Marilyn S. Taylor
Dr. Cora Thompson
Millie Walker
Clemontine Washington
Iris Waye
Patricia West
Ike Williams
Jere Williams 
Robert H. Williams
Ruth C. Wright
Tony Wright St.
Charles G. Young

T H E  S A V A N N A H  S TAT E  C O M M U N I T Y  B O O S T E R  C L U B

THE ELITE FANS

Interim President Cynthia and 
First Gentleman Charles Alexander
Dr. Dedra N. Andrews
Mrs. Florine Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Lucious & Beauty Baldwin
Mr. John L. Battle
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas S. Boles, III
Mr. Lemuel & Mrs. Beatrice W. Campbell
Ms. Elaine S. Campbell 
Atty. John and Mrs. Mary Clark
Ms. Patricia J. Clark
Dr. Emily Crawford
Mr. Kenneth Dandy 
Mrs. Flora B. Devine
Dr. Bernita Dinwiddie
Dr. Eugene Dryer
Ms. Cora Foston 
Lt. Gen. Walter E. Gaskin
Dr. Robert L. Gilbert
Ms Ruby C. Hall
Mrs. Laura K. Irwin
Mrs. Alvernia Jackson
Ms. Gloria P. Lewis

Mr. Albert and Mrs. Anne Lipsey
Dr. David Marshall
Mr. William & Mrs. Barbara McGhee
Col. David A. Miller
Mrs. Annette S. Mitchell
Dr. Shalonda Mullgrav
Dr. Mohammad Mustafa
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald M. Natson
Mrs. Virginia M. Parham
Mr. Yusef H. Polite
Ms. Desiree Priest
Mr. Jerry Rackliffe
Dr. Vallerie L. Reynolds
Mrs. Lisa Scipio 
Dr. William T. Simmons
Dr. Jacquelyn W. Stephens
Dr. Robert L & Dr. Charlease T. Stevenson
Dr. Marilyn S. Taylor 
Dr. Clemontine F. Washington 
Dr. Georgia N. & Mrs. Susie K. Williams 
Mr. Isaiah & Mrs. Jerelene P. Williams 
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Wright, Sr. 
Mrs. Pamela Holmes-Yancy & Mr. Donald Yancy

T H E  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C L U B  M E M B E R S
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Edna Aaron
Catherine Baker
John Battle
Ricky Calhoun
Moses Calhoun
Ann Callaway 
Marcus Coffee, Sr.
James Colbert
James Davis
Charlie Frazier
Edythe Frazier
Charles Hall
Kim Hampton
Horace Houston
Margaret Hunter
Lawrence Hutchins
Alfred Jackson
Eugene M. Johnson

Brian Magwood
James Marsh
Bennett Martin
Abraham Mitchell 
Darrell Mitchell 
Samuel Moore
Khristy Murray 
Joseph Owens 
Kathryn Palmer
Clifford Perryill 
Carolyn Price 
Pat Quarterman
Jerome Richards 
Charles Rutland 
Harry Scott
Betty Simmons
Terry J. Staten 
Relious Sttepherson

Dan Stevenson 
Randy Walker
Willie Walker 
Robert William 
Varden Williams 
Charles G. Young
Joseph Davis
Red Barn Rentals
Anthony Byrd
Vivian Byrd
Toney Jordan
Lillie Jordan
Gary Holland
Diane Holland
Waymon Moody
Jerome Woody

2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5  S E A S O N  T I C K E T  H O L D E R S

THE ULTIMATE FANS




