


The University of Southern Mississippi 
was founded in 1910 to meet a great 

need — to provide better training for the 
state’s school teachers. The inspired dreams 
of its founders laid the foundation for edu-
cating generations of Mississippians and 
have propelled the institution toward its sec-
ond century as a premiere research univer-
sity for the Gulf South. 

Today, Southern Miss is home to more 
than 15,000 students from 50 states and 70 
countries. As the only dual campus univer-
sity in Mississippi, Southern Miss provides 
educational opportunities in Hattiesburg, 
Long Beach and five teaching and research 
sites along the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 
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 • Southern Miss is one of 
25 universities in the United 
States that is nationally accred-
ited in all four arts disciplines: 
theater, dance, art and music.  
The university hosts over 300  
arts events every year. 

• The School of Nursing 
provides the profession with 
the largest number of nursing 
graduates in the state, more  
than 5,500 since the school was 
established in 1967.

• As a Carnegie I research 
extensive university, Southern Miss 
faculty and staff maintain a high 
level of research activity that has 
resulted in a two-year average of 
$100 million in external research 
funding for projects that have wide-
spread applications from homeland 
security to math and 
science education.  

• For more than 
30 years, the British 
Studies Program at 
Southern Miss has 
offered students 
the opportunity for 
study, research and 
travel. It is the larg-
est summer program 
for Americans in 
London and attracts 
students from across 
the country.  
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• Southern Miss is home to the nation’s 
first Center for Spectator Sports Security 
Management, established in 2006. The 
center has received more than $5.7 mil-
lion in funding for research and develop-
ment of institutional physical protection 
systems for college and university football 
stadiums, custom stadium emergency 
response simulation software and a pilot 
project to award certification for sports 
safety and security across the nation.  

• The School of Polymers and High 
Performance Materials and the Center for 
Science and Mathematics Education both 
rank among the top 10 nationally in fac-
ulty productivity according to Academic 
Analytics. 

• Research at the Marine Aquaculture 
Center at the Gulf Coast Research 
Laboratory in Ocean Springs, Miss., is 
focused on creating new technology to 
meet America’s demand for seafood. As 
one of the university’s innovation and 
commercialization clusters, marine aqua-
culture is supported by a $10 million 
annual research base. 

• The Trent Lott National Center 
for Entrepreneurship and Economic 
Development will be complete in 2009 
and will be home to the Department of 
Economic and Workforce Development 
and its related programs. 

• The University of  
Southern Mississippi 
Symphony Orchestra is the 
oldest orchestra in Mississippi 
and has performed in concert 
with many of the top classi-
cal artists in the world includ-
ing Placido Domingo, Itzhak 
Perlman, Yo-Yo Ma and Sir 
James Galway. 
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• Ranked number one in Conference 
USA for football fans and game-day atmo-
sphere by Sporting News, Southern Miss 
offers a fun-filled family weekend with food, 
friends and the exhilarating experience of 
watching the Golden Eagles take the field. 

• The Honors College at Southern Miss 
is the sixth oldest honors college in the 
country and offers high-achieving students 
the opportunity to take on a challenging 
curriculum. 

• The Thad Cochran Center, a 
237,000-square-foot addition to the R.C. 
Cook Student Union, is home to on-campus 
dining at the Fresh Food Company, the 
Barnes & Noble Bookstore and meeting 
rooms for both campus and community use.

• Students and faculty members logged 
40,000 hours of volunteer service in the 
community over the past two years. The 
Corporation for National and Community 
Service named Southern Miss to the 2008 
President’s Higher Education Community 
Service Honor Roll for exemplary efforts and 
service to disadvantaged youth. 
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In just 100 short years, 
Southern Miss has grown 

from a local teaching college 
into a nationally-known insti-
tution of higher learning that 
educates thousands of students 
at multiple locations every 
year. With a proud heritage and 
promising future, Southern Miss 
is poised for its next century 
of commitment to scholarship, 
teaching and service. 

The university will pay trib-
ute to both past and future dur-
ing a year-long centennial — A 
Treasured Past and A Golden 
Future — that will culminate on 
March 30, 2010, 
the 100th anniver-
sary of its legisla-
tive founding. 



Golden Eagle student-athletes understand 
that achieving a quality education is 

the most important thing in their collegiate 
life. However, with the demands of each 
athlete’s athletic pursuits, balancing both 
is, at times, difficult to achieve. Thankfully, 
the Southern Miss Student Academic 
Enhancement Program (SAEP) helps its 
student-athletes attain and maintain that 
balance by providing quality academic 
support services. The mission of the SAEP 
is designed to give Golden Eagle athletes 
needed support to assure that academic suc-
cess is realistic, not only during the athlete’s 
playing days, but also after his or her eligi-
bility has expired.

• The SAEP emphasizes making the aca-
demic career at the university one of pro-
duction, by counseling student-athletes in a 
variety of areas, including course selection 
and degree plans.

• The SAEP also focuses on preparing the 
student-athlete for life beyond graduation.

• Aided with the help of tutors, the SAEP 
offers individualized tutoring in all courses 
and an academic center that includes a 
study hall and full access computer lab.

• In addition, the SAEP also moni-
tors NCAA eligibility requirements 
for the student-athletes, ensur-
ing participation in their 
respective sports.

• Golden Eagle student-
athletes also are involved 

in a variety of individual and group com-
munity service projects, along with life skills 
programs that further develop the overall 
person.

• The graduation rates of all student-ath-
letes at Southern Miss are higher than those 
of non-athletes.

• Golden Eagle athletes are consistent 
members on the President’s and Dean’s 
Lists, as well as among the leaders in 
Conference USA scholars.

• During the 2007-08 academic year, 
Southern Miss had four student-athletes 
win ESPN Academic All-American. 
There were 19 student-athletes to make 
the Conference USA Commissioner’s 
Academic Medal for a grade point aver-
age of 3.75 or better, while 111 made the 
Commissioner’s Honor Roll. 

• Seven different 
Southern Miss stu-
dent-athletes cap-
tured C-USA 
All-Academic 
Team hon-
ors for their 
respective 
sports. 

Academic Success
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Bumps, bruises, aches and pains are all 
common when playing a varsity sport, 

especially with practices, games, weight 
training and conditioning drills, which are 
all parts of a student-athlete’s collegiate life. 
But thanks to the hard work and devotion 
of Southern Miss’ certified athletic trainers 
and student athletic trainers, Golden Eagle 
athletes receive proper treatment and care to 
keep their performance at the highest level 
in order to remain on the field of competi-
tion. Southern Miss also has a quality group 
of physicians who meet the medical needs 
of the 16 athletic teams at the University. 
The physicians are mostly specialists who 
are skilled in the various types of injuries that 
can occur in athletic competition.
• The program revolves around three major 

aspects – prevention of athletic injuries, 
treatment and rehabilitation of those 
injuries and recognition of injuries that 
require referral to appropriate medical 
personnel.

• The program is accredited nationally 
by the Commission on Accreditation 
of Allied Health Education Programs 
(CAAHEP) standards. In the program’s 

last review, the Southern Miss Athletic 
Training Program surpassed CAAHEP 
standards, allowing the program to con-
tinue with its certification.

• The direct involvement of the student 
athletic trainers helps make the program 
a success. The students are enrolled in an 
accredited five-semester curriculum in the 
athletic training program at the University 
and are the core foundation of the athletic 
training department.

• The athletic training program has seen a 
huge influx of students in recent years, 
and the program’s numbers increase each 
year. Over the last 15 years, the athletic 
training programs’ student staff has grown, 
from 25 students in 1989 to more than 40 
in 2006.

• The athletic center also has resulted in 
more space for the athletic training pro-
gram. The staff is now able to utilize a 
much larger athletic training room with 
state-of-the-art equipment able to handle 
the care for more than 300 athletes.

• The athletic training room is an open area 
where Todd McCall and his staff can 
view all the aspects of sports medicine. 

There are 11 examination tables in the 
4,000-square-foot room, 10 of which are 
housed in the main training room. The 
other table exists in a private examination 
room that team physicians utilize.

• The facility also houses a state-of-the-art 
hydrotherapeutic swimming pool, which 
provides athletes with water resistance to 
speed up the rehabilitation, while decreasing 
stress on the injured body parts.

• Along with the hydrotherapeutic pool, the 
facility also benefits student-athletes with an 
in-house X-ray unit, which helps reduce the 
time the athlete is off the field. Instead of 
waiting a few days to get an X-ray appoint-
ment, the athletes can have their injuries 
evaluated in a much shorter amount of 
time. 

• On top of the benefits the student-athletes 
get from the facility, the athletic training 
staff and the athletic training students also 
benefit. The facility allows for a learning-lab 
environment that helps in the educational 
aspects of the program. The facility gives 
the athletic training staff more room for stor-
age, which helps to maintain a better inven-
tory of supplies used on a daily basis.

The Golden Eagle teams strive to play 
at its peak level each week during its 

season. To do that, much preparation, hard 
work and dedication is needed, to attain 
the high performance that is associated with 
Southern Miss teams each year. Physical 
preparation and conditioning is the founda-
tion to that success. Each player understands 
that offseason work is the stepping stone 
to the next season, and without hard work, 
dedication and many hours of training, 
becoming a champion is impossible.
• The Southern Miss strength and condition-

ing program has two main goals – help-
ing athletes to enhance their individual 
performance potential and aiding in the 
prevention of injuries through training.

• The athletes receive a specialized 
work-out that concentrates on improv-
ing their performance levels.

• Southern Miss athletes are committed to 
offseason workouts.

• The program has been enhanced with 
the recent addition of the strength and  
conditioning facility.

• Within the athletic center, student-athletes 
enjoy the benefits of a spacious, state-of-
the-art workout area.

• Spacious floor area with 4,300 square feet 
of workable space, more than doubling 
the size of the previous weight room.

• A maximum of 48 athletes can be safely 
trained in the workout area.

• The workout area features equipment from 
some of the leading manufacturers of 
training equipment in the nation, includ-
ing Power Lift, Hammer Strength and Life 
Fitness.

• There are 12 train-
ing platforms and 
12 racks, as well 
as six “jammer” 
machines.

• There are also a 
number of work-
out machines that 
target each of 
the major muscle 
groups in the body, along with  
dumbbells and cardiovascular equipment.

Athletic Training

Strength and Conditioning
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The Southern Miss Department 
of Athletics unveiled a new 

vision a little more than five years 
ago. It’s a vision unlike any other 
that Golden Eagle followers have 
seen in the history of the school. 
It’s a vision that helps continue 
to move Southern Miss to the 
forefront of Conference USA and 
beyond. When the grand-scale 
expansion and improvements 
plan was laid out in April 2003 
by Director of Athletics Richard 
Giannini, Southern Miss began 
to take its first steps in becoming 
one of the most competitive over-
all programs in the nation. The 
comprehensive facilities initia-
tive seeks marked improvements 
in every sporting venue, further 
ensuring Southern Miss’ place among the 
elite athletic programs in the nation.

• Reed Green Coliseum is the 8,095-
seat on-campus venue for Southern Miss’ 
men’s and women’s basketball programs. 
The facility, which was formally dedicated 
on Dec. 11, 1965, will celebrate its 43rd 
anniversary during the 2008-09 basketball 
season. A number of improvements have 
been made to the Coliseum in recent years, 
including the installation of a new heat-
ing and cooling system in the summer of 
2004 and the installation of a new floor in 
the spring of 2006. Work on phase two of 
the renovation project - which will include 
changes and updates to the coaches’ offices, 
player locker rooms and training areas – 
was completed in the summer of 2008.

• Pete Taylor Park/Hill Denson Field has 
been the home of Southern Miss baseball 
since 1985, and “The Pete” as it is nick-
named, has seated more than a million fans 
who have entered its gates. The stadium 
features bleacher seating for 2,000 fans 
and chair back seating for 1,678. The sta-
dium also has new media facilities and an 
increasingly popular right field lounge area 
known as the “Right Field Roost,” which 
has reserved parking for 40 vehicles and is 
equipped with barbeque grills. The waiting 
list for a spot in this area continues to grow. 
The construction of 12 private luxury suites 
and a new press box debuted during the 
2008 season. 

• The Southern Miss Softball Complex 
has been the home of Lady Eagle Softball 

since the spring of 2002. 
Bleacher seating for more than 
500 is currently available, as 
well as concession and restroom 
facilities. An indoor hitting facil-
ity was installed in January 2005 
and additional  
batting cages are located behind 
the first base dugout. Future 
plans include a permanent 
grandstand with bench-back 
seating that will span from 
dugout to dugout. Other pro-
jected additions include a fully-
equipped press box.

• The Southern Miss Track 
and Field and Soccer Complex 
is the home of the Golden Eagle 
track and field and soccer pro-
grams. The complex, which 

consists of a track, soccer field, press box 
and storage facilities, has bleacher seating 
for approximately 850. The complex also is 
equipped with a state-of-the-art Daktronics 
scoreboard.

• The Rogers, Thames and Welch 
Baseball Center at Pete Taylor Park, is  
a 6,000 square-foot facility, adjacent to the 
first-base side of the park, provides state-
of-the art facilities, including a team locker 
room, training room, players’ lounge, an 
area for equipment storage and distribu-
tion, a laundry area, as well as coaches’ 
offices and dressing areas for coaches and 
umpires. There also is a large lobby area 
at the entrance of the building, displaying 
the history and tradition of the baseball 
program.

Athletics Facilities
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New Press Box and Luxury 
Suites at Pete Taylor Park
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Reed Green Coliseum

Marshall Bell Track and 
Soccer Complex

Southern Miss  
Softball Complex

Green Coliseum Addition

Rogers, Thames and 
Welch Baseball Center



Canebrake Golf Course and Practice Facility
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Canebrake, the home of 
Southern Miss golf, is a 

challenging, spectacular and 
memorable par-71 course 
designed by the legendary 
Jerry Pate. The private club 
attracts members throughout 
the region as well as golf-
ers from all over the nation. 
The course’s unique design, 
undulating fairways and 
changes in elevation make 
it a popular destination for 
golfers looking for a chal-
lenge.

The greens are quick and 
true. So bring your short 
game and you’ll quickly 
understand why Canebrake is 
the No. 3 ranked golf course 
in Mississippi.

The course is built around 
a 250-acre lake and has a 
more elevation than any 
course in the region, requir-
ing golfers to strategize each 
shot.

The course also boasts:
• Dual driving range that is 

considered the best in the 
area 6,7000 square feet of 
Floradwarf greens 

• Putting and chipping greens 
• Two practice bunkers 
• Four lakes (measuring a  

combined 22 acres) 
• 56 bunkers 
• 130 acres of 419 Bermuda, 

Zoysia and Centipede grasses 
20 acres of indigenous Broom 
Sedge, Indian Grass, Switch 
Grass, Love Grass, Little Blue 
Stem and wild flowers.
In the near future, the 

Golden Eagles will be build-
ing a facility that will house 
locker rooms, coaches offices 
and meeting rooms to house 
both the women’s and men’s 
teams. Although Canebrake 
is aesthetically pleasing 
-  it requires patience, well 
thought out shots and care-
fully planned execution.



Canebrake Golf Course and Practice Facility
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Hattiesburg Today

Positioned at the fork of the Leaf 
and Bouie Rivers - the heart of 

south Mississippi’s rolling piney woods - 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, provides a unique 
blend of affordability and high standard of 
living for nearly 50,000 residents. 

Hattiesburg is the educational, retail 
and medical center for more than a quarter 
of a million people who live throughout 
the southeast Mississippi region and is also 
the home of the University of Southern 
Mississippi, William Carey College, and 
Camp Shelby. 

Hattiesburg is known as the “Hub City” 
because it is located at the intersections of 
Interstate 59 and U.S. Highways 49, 98 and 
11. Hattiesburg is centrally located less than 
100 miles from the state capital of Jackson 
as well as the Gulf Coast, New Orleans and 
Mobile. 

This growing micropolitan area that 
includes Hattiesburg, Forrest and Lamar 
Counties, was designated a Metropolitan 
Statistical Area in 1994 with a combined 
population of more than 100,000 residents.

Livability
During the last several years, Hattiesburg 

has been recognized nationally for its liv-
ability including the following areas: 

• Healthcare 
• Most Popular Destinations 
• Retirement Communities 
• Business Relocation 
Continued economic expansion during 

the past few years has made Hattiesburg 
one of the most dynamic and fastest 
growing areas in the Southeast. 

With its economic beginnings in the 
timber industry of the late 1800s, to 
the mobilization of the military in 1915 
and World War II at Camp Shelby, to 
the prosperous growth of the 1990s, 
Hattiesburg stands ready to move into 
the 21st century as a progressive, eco-
nomically healthy community that nur-
tures a quality of life second to none. 

Our City’s History
Hattiesburg was founded in 1882 by 

Captain William H. Hardy, pioneer lum-
berman and civil engineer. Early settlers 
to the area were of Scottish, Irish, and 
English desent who came from Georgia 
and the Carolinas, attracted by the vast 
acreage of virgin pine timberlands. This 
was an area of rich promise at a time 
when renewed development of the 
South was getting under way. 

The City of Hattiesburg was incor-
porated in 1884 with a population of 

approximately 400. Originally called Twin 
Forks and later Gordonville, Hardy gave 
the city its final name of Hattiesburg, in 
honor of his wife Hattie.

Also in 1884, the railroad, known as 
the Southern Railway System, was built 
from Meridian through Hattiesburg to New 
Orleans. The commercial value of the great 
virgin timber stands was quickly recognized 
and, for a time, timberland was available for 
as little as 50 cents to $1.50 an acre. Mills 
sprang up; naval store plants came on the 
heels of the timber industry, and turpentine 
stills became as numerous as the sawmills. 

The completion of the Gulf and Ship 
Island Railroad from Gulfport to Jackson, 
now part of the Illinois Central System, ran 
through Hattiesburg and ushered in the 
real lumber boom in 1897. Though it was 
20 years in the building, the railroad more 
than fulfilled its promise. It gave the state a 
deep water harbor, more than doubled the 
population of towns along its route, built 
the City of Gulfport and made Hattiesburg 
a railroad center. 

After World War I, Hattiesburg found 
a new way of life became necessary. The 
people of the region were able to adjust 
themselves and proved willing find new and 
diverse ways of making a living bringing 
with them further population booms. 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi
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Quick Facts
Location:	 Hattiesburg, Miss.

Founded:	 1910

Enrollment:	 15,000

Nickname:	 Golden Eagles

Colors:	 Black and Gold

Facility:	 Canebrake Country Club

Conference:	 Conference USA

President:	 Dr. Martha D. Saunders

Athletics Director:	 Richard C. Giannini

SWA:	 Sonya Varnell

Women’s Golf
Women’s Head Coach:	 Julie Gallup (Miami, Fla., 1995)

Women’s Graduate Assistant:	Marella Canepa (Southern Miss, 2001)

Men’s Golf
Men’s Head Coach:	 Jerry Weeks (Alabama, 1974)

Men’s Graduate Assistant:	 Jim Garren (Kennesaw State, 2008)
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	 Contacts	 Phone	 Fax	 Web Site
The Associated Press (Jackson)	 Chris Talbott	 601-948-5897	 601-948-7975	 www.ap.org

	 Contacts	 Phone	 Fax	 Web Site
Hattiesburg American	 Van Arnold (SE)	 601-582-4321	 601-583-8244	 www.hattiesburgamerican.com
	 Patrick Magee (BW)
Sun Herald	 Doug Barber (SE)	 228-896-2100	 601-961-7224	 www.sunherald.com
	 Al Jones (BW) 
Clarion Ledger	 Rusty Hampton (SE)	 601-961-7000	 601-961-7224	 www.clarionledger.com
Brookhaven Daily Leader	 Tom Goetz	 601-833-6961	 601-833-6714	 www.dailyleader.com
Laurel Leader-Call	 Clara Aucoin	 601-428-0551	 601-426-3550	 www.leadercall.com
McComb Enterprise-Journal	 Kevin Nielsen	 601-684-2421	 601-684-0836	 www.enterprise-journal.com
Meridian Star	 Rocky Higginbottham	 601-693-1551	 601-485-1275	 www.meridianstar.com
Mississippi Press		  228-934-1426	 228-934-1454	 www.gulflive.com
Natchez Democrat	 Jeff Edwards	 601-442-9101	 601-442-7315	 www.natchezdemocrat.com
NE Mississippi Daily Journal	 Tim Tutor	 662-842-2611	 662-842-2233	 www.djournal.com
Picayune Item	 Curtis Rockwell	 601-798-4766	 601-798-8602	 www.picayuneitem.com
Vicksburg Post	 Sean P. Murphy	 601-636-4545	 601-634-0897	 www.vicksburgpost.com
Columbian Progress	 Ben Rushing	 601-736-2611	 601-736-4507	 www.columbianprogress.com
The Independent	 Jason Niblett	 601-296-1872	 601-291-9872	
Lamar Times	 Beth Bunch	 601-268-2331	 601-268-2965	 www.thetimeswire.com
The Student Printz		  601-266-4267	 601-266-4263	 www.studentprintz.com

	 Contacts	 Phone	 Fax	 Web Site
Mobile Press-Register	 Randy Kennedy (SE)	 251-219-5689	 251-219-5797	 www.al.com
	 Kim Shugart (BW)
New Orleans Times-Picayune	 Doug Tatum (SE)	 504-826-3405	 504-826-3401	 www.nola.com

	 Contacts	 Phone	 Fax	 Web Site
WDAM-TV (NBC-Hattiesburg, MS)	 Mitch Williams	 601-544-4730	 601-584-9302	 www.wdam.com
WLOX-TV (ABC-Biloxi, MS)	 A.J. Giardina	 228-896-1313	 228-385-1303	 www.wlox.com
WAPT-TV (ABC-Jackson, MS)	 Christian Steckel	 601-922-1652	 601-922-1663	 www.wapt.com
WJTV-TV (CBS-Jackson, MS)		  601-372-6311	 601-372-6311	 www.wjtv.com
WLBT-TV (ABC-Jackson, MS)	 Rob Jay	 601-960-3333	 601-960-4435	 www.wlbt.com
WTOK-TV (ABC-Meridian, MS)	 Lindsey Hall	 601-693-1441	 601-483-3266	 www.wtok.com
WABG-TV (ABC-Greenville, MS)	 Mike Sands	 662-332-0949	 662-334-6420	 www.wabg.com

	 Contacts	 Phone	 Fax	 Web Site
Southern Miss ISP Network	 John Cox	 601-266-5017	 601-266-6529	 www.southernmiss.com
WXRR-FM (104.5-Laurel/Hattiesburg)		  601-544-0095	 601-545-8199	 www.rock104fm.com
WKZW-FM (94.3-Laurel/Hattiesburg)		  601-583-9494	 601-545-8199	 www.kz94.com
WXHB-FM (96.5-Hattiesburg)		  601-268-2965	 601-264-5733	 www.wxhbfm.com
WUSM-FM (88.5-Hattiesburg)		  601-266-4287	 601-266-4288	 www.wusm.edu

Southern Miss Media Outlets

Wire Service

State Newspapers

Regional Newspapers

Television

Radio

Jack Duggan
Assistant Director of

Athletics/Media Relations

Shirley Hill
Associate Director of 

Athletic Media Relations

Tim Andrzejewski
Associate Director of

Athletic Media Relations

Jason Kirksey
Assistant Director of  

Athletic Media Relations

Ty Stewart
Secretary

Southern Miss Athletic Media Relations Department
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Baymont Inn
	123 Plaza Dr................264-8380

Comfort Inn
	6541 Hwy 49...............264-1881

Comfort Suites
	122 Plaza Dr................261-5555

Courtyard by Marriott 
119 Grand Ave..............268-3050

Fairfield Inn
	173 Thornhill Dr..........296-7777

Hampton Inn
	Hwy 98 West...............264-8080

Hawthorne Suites
	10 Gateway Dr.............296-0302

Holiday Inn
	6563 Hwy 49...............268-2850

Howard Johnson
	6553 Hwy 49...............268-1410

Inn on the Hill
	Hwy 49........................268-2170

Recommended Local Hotels

Hattiesburg to Gadsden, Ala.	 300

Hattiesburg to Chattanooga, Tenn.	 383

Hattiesburg to Cincinnati, Ohio	 705

Hattiesburg to Newport, R.I.	 1389

Hattiesburg to Memphis, Tenn.	 297

Hattiesburg to Hurricane, W.Va.	 787

Hattiesburg to Ruston, La.	 239

Hattiesburg to Thibodaux, La.	 174

Hattiesburg to Gulf Shores, Ala.	 149

Hattiesburg to New Orleans, La.	 111

Hattiesburg to Orlando, Fla.	 598

Hattiesburg to Mobile, Ala.	 100

Hattiesburg to Orange Park, Fla.	 510

Hattiesburg to Pinehurst, N.C.	 707

Hattiesburg to Madison, Miss.	 103

Hattiesburg to Tulsa, Okla.	 621

Hattiesburg to Sorrento, Fla.	 580

Canebrake Country Club is located in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. From I-59 
take Exit 65B (Hwy 98 West) toward Columbia. Go 7 miles and take a right 
on Hwy 589 at Bellevue Church. Proceed 1/2 mile on right. Hattiesburg is 
a certified retirement community with a population of over 100,000 in its 
area. It offers a variety of entertainment, restaurants and shopping. Come 
relax and enjoy a fun-filled golf outing with us. Overnight accommodations 
and packages available. For more information call 601.271.2010.

From New Orleans: 
From I-59 North take Exit 51 (Hwy 589 toward Purvis). Go approx. 
15 miles to Hwy 98. Cross over Hwy 98, proceed to entrance of 
Canebrake Country Club, 1/2 mile on right.

From Jackson: 
From US 49 South take 589 South. Proceed 11 miles Sumrall, then go 9 
miles to Canebrake Country Club entrance on left

Mileage Chart

Directions

Backyard Burgers
	6095 U.S. Hwy 98.......268-1979

Buffalo Wild Wings
	3 Churchill Street..........288-7777

Cane Creek Seafood
2507 Lakeview Road.....582-7637

Chesterfield’s
	3200 Hardy Street........582-2778

Chik-Fil-A
	Turtle Creek Mall..........264-2002

Chili’s
	4500 Hardy Street........296-1131

Cici’s Pizza
	3720 Hardy Street........264-2393

Conestoga Steak House
	Hwy 49 North..............264-8816

Crescent City Grill/ 
Purple Parrot Cafe
	3810 Hardy Street........264-0657

The Front Porch Barbecue  
& Seafood
	205 Thornhill Dr..........264-3536

Garfield’s
	Turtle Creek Mall..........264-7000

Kentucky Fried Chicken
	2701 Hardy Street........261-9259

Leatha’s Bar-B-Que
	6374 Hwy 98...............271-6003

Lenny’s Sub Stop
	3704 Hardy Street........296-0088

Lone Star Steakhouse
	101 Carlisle Drive........264-0027

Mike Anderson’s Seafood
	406 Classic Dr..............579-9669

O’Charley’s
	4640 Hardy St..............268-1193

Outback Steakhouse
	103 Carlisle Dr.............264-0771

Papa John’s
	6158 Hwy 49 North.....544-8648

Pizza Hut
	3610 W. Hardy Street...264-8584

Po-Boy Express
	2511 W. 4th Street.......582-9945

Popeye’s
	105 N. 26th Ave...........544-8750

Sonic
	3700 W. 4th Street.......264-1244

Strick’s Bar-B-Q
	3802 W. 4th Street.......264-2502

Subway
	2910 Hardy St..............264-1473

Ward’s
	101 Thornhill Dr..........264-4758

Wendy’s
	201 Westover Dr..........264-8339

Recommended Local Restaurants
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Player	 Hgt	 L/R	 Cl	 Hometown/Previous School

Kate Burns 	 5-5	 L	 Sr.	 Leesburg, Va./Loudon County HS

Virginia Espejo 	 5-6	 R	 So.	 Madrid, Spain

Heather Golden 	 5-2	 R	 Sr.	 Biloxi, Miss./Univ. of Mobile

Kellie Grantham	 5-6	 R	 Fr.	 Terry, Miss./Terry HS

Samantha Holt 	 5-10	 R	 Jr.	 Pensacola, Fla./Tate HS

Ashley Joubert 	 5-10	 R	 R-So.	 Ponchatoula, La./Hammond HS

Jennifer Judge 	 5-6	 R	 So.	 Moss Point, Miss./Moss Point HS

Joyce Martinez	 5-1	 R	 Fr.	 La Porte, Texas/La Porte HS

Rebecka Nilsson	 5-6	 R	 Jr.	 Laholm, Sweden/Osbecks Gymnasiet

Amy Roberts	 5-6	 R	 Jr.	 Toronto, Ontario, Canada/Ball State

Clara Viladomiu 	 5-4	 R	 Jr.	 Barcelona, Spain/Colegi Sant Ignasi

Head Coach: Julie Gallup (9th Year/Miami, Fla., 1995)

Graduate Assistant Coach: Marella Canepa (Southern Miss, 2001)

Volunteer Assistant Coach: Sarah Coleson (Florida Southern, 2004)

2008-09 Women’s Golf Roster

Player	 Hgt	 L/R	 Cl	 Hometown/Previous School

Paul Apyan	 6-3	 R	 R-Jr.	 Chattanooga, Tenn./Hixson HS

Nick Brown	 5-11	 R	 R-Fr.	 Meridian, Miss./Lamar School

Wes Carter	 5-8	 R	 Jr.	 Hoover, Ala./Hoover HS

Darren Chapman 	 5-11	 R	 R-Fr. 	 Destin, Fla./Fort Walton Beach HS

Rocky Cleland 	 6-1	 R	 Sr. 	 Hattiesburg, Miss./Presbyterian Christian HS

Brent Hobbs	 5-10	 R	 Jr.	 Mesa, Ariz./Mesa CC

Freddie Janneck 	 5-10	 R	 R-Fr. 	 Madison, Miss./St. Joseph

Alex Park 	 5-6	 R	 Jr. 	 Ithaca, N.Y./Lansing HS

Robert Derek Plucienski	 6-0	 R	 So. 	 Slidell, La./Brother Martin HS

Tyler Sparks 	 6-6	 R	 Jr. 	 Belmont, Miss./Belmont

Head Coach: Jerry Weeks (3rd Year/Alabama, 1974)

Graduate Assistant: Jim Garren (Kennesaw State, 2008)

2008-09 Men’s Golf Roster
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Coaching Staff

Julie Gallup
Women’s Head Coach

Ninth Year
University of Miami, 1995 

Julie Gallup is in her ninth season as 
the Head Coach of the Southern Miss 

women’s golf program.  Last season, she led 
the Lady Eagles to a seventh-place finish in 
the Conference USA Championship, while 
leading the team to six Top Ten finishes in 
ten tournaments.

Gallup came to Southern Miss from East 
Tennessee State, where she was the head 
coach for the 1999-2000 seasons.  While 
at ETSU, the team improved its average by 
over a dozen shots and finished in the top 
eight in every tournament.

Prior to coaching at East Tennessee State, 
Gallup served as a golf instructor at numer-
ous golf schools along the eastern seaboard, 
including the Bill Skelley Golf School in 
Florida.  Gallup has three years of playing 
experience on different tours in the country, 
including the LPGA Tour in 1997.

Gallup graduated from the University 
of Miami in 1995 with a bachelor’s degree 
in business management.  While attending 
school, she was a two-time All-American 

selection, ranking as high as third in 
the nation at one point in her collegiate 
career.  As an amateur player, Gallup was 
ranked as high as sixth in the nation.  She 
started her success early while she was 
attending high school, where she won 
the Women’s Western Open, the PGA 
Junior Championship, the USF&G Junior 
Championship and was ranked third in the 
nation by Golfweek Magazine.  Gallup 
hopes to increase the competitiveness and 
success of the golf program at Southern 
Miss.

She is married to Greg Gallup, a native 
of Texas, and the couple has three children, 
Cameron, Gabrielle and Brodie.

Marella Canepa
Graduate Assistant Coach

First Year
Southern Miss, 2001

Former Southern Miss golfer Marella 
Canepa enters her first season as a 

graduate assistant coach with the women’s 
golf team, joining her former Head Coach 
Julie Gallup.

Canepa was a member of the Southern 
Miss golf team from 1998-2001.  In her 
four years, she became the only Southern 
Miss women’s golfer to twice be named 
All-Conference USA.

She was a three-time individual runner-
up, while helping the Lady Eagles to four 
team titles.

Since graduating in 2001, Canepa was 
a Marketing Analyst for Repso YPF from 
2002-06, and then a Marketing Manager 
for Clear Channel Outdoor until 2008, 
both in her hometown of Lima, Peru.

Canepa is married to Victor F. Baracco 
of Lima, Peru.



Head Coach Julie Gallup will lead the 
Southern Miss women’s golf team into 

the 2008-2009 season with a strong combi-
nation of both youth and experience.  The 
team will return two seniors, three juniors, 
three sophomores and three newcomers. 

The Lady Eagles led after the first round 
of the Conference USA Championships last 
season before finishing in seventh place.  
This year’s squad looks to make its way into 
the upper echelon of teams in C-USA.  The 
team also finished first in the Lady Eagle 
Invitational (4/7-8) and fifth in the Baja 
Invitational (2/11-12).  Their victory in the 
Lady Eagle Invite was their first since win-
ning the same tournament in 2003.

Kate Burns (Leesburg, Va.) and Heather 
Golden (Biloxi, Miss.) enter the season as 
the only two seniors on the team.  Burns 
appeared in five tournaments last season, 
with a season low of 79.  Her season low 
came in the second round of the Baja 
Invitational (2/11-12), where she tied for 
20th-place.  Golden participated in eight 
tournaments, recording season high tie for 
13th-in the Baja Invitational (2/12-13).  Her 
season low of 76 came in the first round of 
that tournament as well as the first round 

of the USA Lady Jaguar 
Invitational (3/3-4).

The Lady Eagles 
will return three solid 
junior players includ-
ing Samantha Holt 
(Pensacola, Fla.), Rebecka 
Nilsson (Laholm, Sweden) 
and Clara Viladomiu 
(Barcelona, Spain).  Holt 
was one of only two play-
ers to participate in nine 
tournaments.  Her season 
low of 71 came in the first 
round of the Lady Eagle 
Invitational (4/7-8), which 
also marked her highest 
finish of seventh place.  
Nilsson participated in 
eight tournaments last 
season.  Her season low 
round of 71 gave her a 
tie for 9th place at the 
Napa River Grill Cardinal 
Cup (9/17-18).   Viladomiu saw action in 
six tournaments with a season low of 72 
in the first round of the Conference USA 
Championship (4/14-16) giving her a tied 

finish for 32nd. 
Three sophomores 

will also return for the 
Lady Eagles, including 
Virginia Espejo (Madrid, 
Spain), redshirt-soph-
omore Ashley Joubert 
(Ponchatoula, La.) and 
Jennifer Judge (Moss 
Point, Miss.).  Espejo was 
the first Lady Eagle since 
2001 to earn Third Team 
All-Conference honors.  
She is also one of the two 
players to participate in 
nine tournaments, earn-
ing a season-high finish of 
second-place in the USA 
Lady Jaguar Invitational 
(3/3-4).  Her season low 
of 73 also came in the 
first round of that tourna-
ment, contributing to a 
season average of 77.9.  
Joubert saw action in two 
tournaments last season.  
She recorded a season 
low of 78 in the second 
round of the Lady Eagle 

Invitational (4/7-8) giving her a tie for 35th 
place.  Judge played in seven tournaments, 
earning a season-high finish of ninth in the 
Lady Eagle Invitational.  Her season low of 
75 came in the third round of the Qdoba 
Invitational, where she tied for 40th.  

The Lady Eagles will welcome three new-
comers to the team this season, freshman 
Kellie Grantham (Terry, Miss.), freshman 
Joyce Martinez (La Porte, Texas), and junior 
transfer Amy Roberts (Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada) from Ball State.

The team will face a challenging sea-
son this year with eleven tournaments on 
the schedule.  The season opens with the 
Jacksonville State Invitational in Gadsden, 
Ala.  The team will then make trips to 
Cincinnati, Marshall, Nicholls State and 
UAB.  Southern Miss opens the spring 
portion of its schedule when it co-hosts 
the Baja Invitational along with Northern 
Illinois.  The Lady Eagles will continue on to 
South Alabama and James Madison before 
hosting the Lady Eagle Classic at home.  
Returning to the road, the Lady Eagles will 
finish the season at Ole Miss before heading 
to the Conference USA Championships in 
Tulsa, Okla.  

Southern Miss’ solid mix of returning 
players and newcomers provide for a strong 
foundation as the Lady Eagles hope to con-
tend for the 2008-2009 Conference USA 
Championship.

2008-09 Women’s Golf Outlook
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Rebecka Nilsson

Clara Viladomiu
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Coaching Staff

Jerry Weeks
Men’s Head Coach

Third Year
University of Alabama, 1974

Jerry Weeks begins his third season as 
the men’s golf coach at Southern Miss. 

Last year, Weeks led the Golden Eagles to a 
second-place finish at the Conference USA 
Championship, as well as eight top ten fin-
ishes in 11 tournaments.

Weeks, a quarter century member of the 

PGA of America, has played in the Deposit 
Guaranty Golf Classic five times, the Club’s 
Professionals Championship, a 10-time 
member of the Mississippi Cup and partici-
pated in the Gulf States Section Match Play 
Championship event. 

A two-time winner of the Horton Smith 
Award for the Gulf States PGA section, 
Weeks also garnered the Professional of the 
Year by the Mississippi PGA in 1984 and 
for the Southeast Region presented by Golf 
Industry Magazine in 1991.

Additionally, Weeks was nominated 
in 1990 as one of the “Best 100 Golf 
Operations in the United States” by Golf 
Shop Operations Magazine and was a 
previous winner of the Gulf State’s Section 
“Merchandiser of the Year” for private 
clubs. 

Weeks was selected as submitting one 
of the “Top Ten Golf Tips of All Time” by 
Golf Magazine and served as a past pan-
elist for Golf Digest course rating along 
with being a rules official for numerous 
tournaments for the Gulf States PGA. He 
also had eight of his former assistants 
go on to become head golf professionals 

throughout the United States.
During his time at the Hattiesburg 

Country Club, Weeks has been responsible 
for the day-to-day golf operations as well 
as working with the course superintendent 
relating to the course conditioning and 
daily setup. His duties also included work-
ing with the formation and control of the 
annual budgets in addition to managing 
his time with various committees regarding 
tournaments and corporate outings. He also 
assisted with the instruction program at the 
Country Club.

Some tournaments hosted by Hattiesburg 
Country Club during Weeks’ time there 
included the PGA Tour stop the Magnolia 
Classic, later named the Deposit Guaranty 
Classic from 1982-93, the Mississippi State 
Amateur three times, the Mississippi State 
Open twice, the PGA Sectional once, 
and in 1997 the Southern Region Club 
Pro Championship – one of four sites in 
America in 1997. HCC also played host to 
the 2002 Conference USA women’s golf 
championship.

Weeks and his wife, Jackie, have one 
son, John, and one daughter, Rachel.

Jim Garren
Graduate Assistant Coach

First Year
Kennesaw State, 2008

Jim Garren enters his first season as a 
graduate assistant coach with the men’s 

golf team.
Garren was a member of the Wallace 

State Junior College men’s golf team in 
2003.  While at Wallace State, he helped 
lead them to a third place ranking in the 
NSCAA D1.

Garren then transferred to Kennesaw 
State, where he earned his degree in Sports 
Management in 2008.

The Cartersville, Ga. native was a three-
time Georgia High School State Champion 
at Cartersville High School.  He was also a 
two-time qualifier for the Atlanta Open, and 
also earned alternate status through qualify-
ing for the 2005 U.S. Open.

Born May 14, 1984, Garren is the son of 
Jimmy and Teresa Garren.



After a stellar 2007-2008 year, the 
Southern Miss men’s golf program 

hopes to continue their rise to prominence 
within the national and regional areas.

For third year golf coach Jerry Weeks, 
last year’s second place finish in the 
Conference USA tournament was another 
step in the right direction for the program, 
and for the second year in a row, Weeks 
and his players finished at the highest level 
ever in the C-USA tournament.

Weeks hopes that the experience gained 
last year by many underclassmen will help 
the team in taking the next step, to win 
the conference tournament and qualify for 
regional competition.

“We have high expectations for their 
playing year. I feel like we can be very com-
petitive, and the players who played last 
year are now a year older. That means a lot 
in the game of golf. I expect great things this 
year,” said Weeks.

The roster, like last year, features 
only one senior in Rocky Cleland. The 
Hattiesburg, Miss. native had a top 5 finish 
and three other top 20 finishes last year.  
Cleland finished 2nd at last years’ Adam’s 
Cup of Newport tournament. He was also 
tied for 11th at the Middle Tennessee Aldila 
Intercollegiate tournament last season.

Weeks expects great things from him 
lone senior. 

“Rocky is probably the hardest worker 
we have this year. He has a great build for a 
golfer and takes his physical workouts very 
seriously,” said Weeks. “He shows good 
course presence and is a tremendous com-
petitor. He hates to lose.”

The team will also be extremely com-
petitive from within this season. The roster 
features one senior in Cleland (Hattiesburg, 
Miss.) and one newcomer, John Gregory 
Joseph (Valdosta, Ga.). Four juniors return 
including Alex Park (Ithaca, N.Y.), Tyler 
Sparks (Belmont, Miss.), Wes Carter 
(Hoover, Ala.), and redshirt junior Paul 
Apyan (Chattanooga, Tenn.).

“The young guys are pushing the older 
guys who know that if they slip up, they 
will likely lose their spot for that particular 
tournament. Everybody is really working 
hard to try and preserve their spot or earn a 
spot. That makes everyone better and more 
prepared,” said Weeks, who likes the com-
petition amongst his players.

The team will travel to Ruston, La. 
to play in the Squire Creek Invitational, 

after which will be the Sam H. Hall 
Intercollegiate that the Golden Eagles host in 
Hattiesburg at the Hattiesburg Country Club.

In the spring, Southern Miss travels 
to New Orleans, La., for the Mardi Gras 
Invitational hosted by New Orleans. Then, 
they will head to Orlando, Fla., for the Rio 
Pinar Intercollegiate at the Rio Pinar Country 
Club. A loaded schedule continues when 
the Golden Eagles go to Pinehurst, N.C., for 
the Pinehurst Intercollegiate.

Traveling is cut down at the end of the 
season when the team heads to Mobile, 
Ala., for the Mobile Bay Intercollegiate at 
Magnolia Grove. Finally, Weeks and his 
team returns home to Mississippi to partici-

pate in the Bank of America Intercollegiate 
in Madison, Miss., at the Reunion Country 
Club. The regular season concludes with the 
Conference USA Championship, which will 
return the Golden Eagles to Orlando, Fla., 
and will be played at Red Tail Golf Club.

Weeks understands what needs to be done 
in order to keep moving his team forward and 
to become a regional and national player.

“I think we need to preserve the cru-
cial strokes, especially when we get into 
an unpleasant situation. Knowing that one 
stroke saved per player is 12 strokes saved 
per round over the length of the tournament 
is also very important. Hopefully someone 
will step up and really perform.”

2008-09 Men’s Golf Outlook
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Paul Apyan
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Women’s Profiles
Kate Burns
5-5, Senior
Loudon County HS
Leesburg, Va.

Has matured as a player after a year at 
the collegiate level ... Is very athletic and 
teachable ... The lone lefthanded player on 
the squad ... 2007-08 (Jr.): Saw action in 

five tournaments ... Shot a season-low round of 79 in the second 
round of the Baja Invitational (2/11-13) ... Best finish came at the 
Baja Invitational, as she finished with a three-round total of 242 
to tie for 20th-place ... Earned a tie for 28th at the Lady Eagle 
Invitational (4/7-8) ... 2005-06 (Fr.): Saw action in all six spring 
tournaments after not seeing any tournament action in the fall ... 
Shot a season-low round of 80 twice, coming in the opening two 
rounds of the UNC Wilmington Lady Seahawk Invitational (3/27-
28) ... Top finish came at the Baja Invitational where she tied for 
34th with a 54-hole total of 262 ... Captured 43rd-place (4/10-11) 
in the Lady Eagle Invitational ... Prep: Played under the direction 
of John Laycock at Loudon County High School ... Was named 
All Metropolitan All-Extra and Honorable Mention in golf by the 
Washington Post ... Earned eight varsity letters in her high school 
career ... Personal: Daughter of Kevin and Judy Burns ... Born 
March 9, 1987 ... Majoring in business administration.

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg 
2005-06	 17	 1478	 250	 167	 80	 86.9
2006-07	 15	 1287	 251	 170	 81	 85.8
2007-08	 13	 1081	 242	 166	 79	 83.2
Totals	 45	 3846	 242	 166	 79	 85.5

Heather Golden
5-2, Senior
Univ. of Mobile
Biloxi, Miss.

2007-08 (Jr.): Participated in eight tournaments 
... Highest finish was a tie for 13th at the Baja 
Invitational (2/11-12), where she shot a season-
low 76 in the first round ... Also shot a 76 during 

the first round of the USA Lady Jaguar Invitational (3/3-4), where she 
tied for 38th ... Tied for 28th at the Lady Eagle Invitational (4/7-8) ... 
2006-07 (So.): Participated in eight tournaments ... Highest finish was 
a tie for 17th at the Baja Invitational (2/12-13) ... Finished tied for 19th, 
including a season-low round of 73, at the Lady Eagle Classic (4/2-3) ... 
Tied for 25th-place at the Conference USA Championships (4/23-25) ... 
College: Captured third in the NAIA Regional Tournament with rounds 
of 84, 80 and 76 ... Team captured 17th at the NAIA national tourna-
ment and she garnered the team’s highest place with a 35th-place 
tie after having rounds of 78, 79, 88 and 81 for a 326 stroke total ... 
Prep: Attended Biloxi High, where she graduated in 2005 ... Personal: 
Daughter of Thomas and Debbie Golden ... Born April 9, 1987 ... 
Majoring in business administration. 

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg 
2006-07	 20	 1647	 231	 156	 73	 82.4
2007-08	 20	 1629	 238	 160	 76	 81.5
Totals	 40	 3276	 231	 156	 73	 81.9
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Samantha Holt
5-10, Junior
Tate High School
Pensacola, Fla.

2007-08 (So.): One of two Lady Eagles to 
participate in nine tournaments ... Finished with 
a season average of 79.8 strokes per round ... 
Highest finish was seventh at the Lady Eagle 

Invitational (2/11-12), where she shot a season-low 71 in the first round 
... Tied for 18th at the Baja Invitational (2/11-12) ... Had a three-day 
total of 232 (76-77-79) at the Gainesville Shootout (3/13-15) where 
she tied for 21st ... Finished in a tie for 19th at the USA Lady Jaguar 
Invitational (3/3-4) ... Closed the year with a 78-83-87 to finish in a 
tie for 34th-place at the Conference USA Championships ... 2006-07 
(Fr.): One of three golfers to play in all nine tournaments ... Highest 
finish was a tie for 12th-place at the Lady Eagle Classic (4/2-3) ... Had a 
season-low round of 71 in the first round ... Shot an 80 to finish in a tie 
for 14th-place at the Cincinnati Fall Classic (10/16) ... Went 82-81-78 
to finish in a tie for 25th-place at the Conference USA Championships 
(4/23-25) ... Prep: Went to Tate High where she was all-area player of 
the year four years in a row ... Was the No. 1 player on the boy’s team 
... Also earned all-district and all-county honors ... Lettered four years 
in golf, three years in soccer and two in track ... A first-team selection 
three times ... Played club soccer for coach David Cooper with PFC ... 
Personal: Daughter of Gary and Barbara Holt ... Father played football 
at Southern Miss and lettered in 1977 and 1978 ... Born Dec. 4, 1987 
... Majoring in business administration. 

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg 
2006-07	 23	 1909	 226	 153	 71	 83.0
2007-08	 23	 1836	 232	 152	 71	 79.8
Totals	 46	 3745	 226	 152	 71	 81.4

Rebecka Nilsson
5-6, Junior
Osbecks Gymnasiet
Laholm, Sweden

2007-08 (So.): Took part in eight tourna-
ments ... Had a season-scoring average of 
79.2 ... Highest finish was a tie for ninth 
place at the Napa River Grill Cardinal Cup 

(9/17-18) ... Also shot a season-low 71 in the final round of 
that tournament ... Finished in a tie for tenth at the Lady Eagle 
Invitational (4/7-8) with rounds of 79-77 ... Tied for 19th-
place at the Marilynn Smith/Sunflower Invitational (10/1) ... 
Closed the season by tying for 16th at the Conference USA 
Championships (4/14-16) ... 2006-07 (Fr.): One of three golfers 
to participate in all nine tournaments ... Highest finish was a 
fourth-place finish at the Cincinnati Fall Classic (10/16) ... Tied 
for sixth-place at the Lady Eagle Classic (4/2-3) ... Had a sea-
son-low 71 in the final round ... Finished in a tie for 16th-place 
at the UAB Fall Beach Bash (11/6-7) ... Tied for 17th-place at 
the Baja Invitational (2/12-13) ... Prep: Shot a two-round score 
of 160 with an 82 and a 78 in the 2004 Halland Junior Open at 
Haverdal ... Compiled 12 Top-10 finishes and nine more in the 
Top 20 ... Shot an 85 to finish third in the 2006 Skandia Tour 
Halland A #2 ... Personal: Daughter of Claes-Inge and Elisabeth 
Nilsson ... Born May 15, 1987 ... Majoring in advertising with a 
minor in French.

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg 
2006-07	 23	 1843	 222	 159	 71	 80.1
2007-08	 21	 1663	 222	 153	 71	 79.2
Totals	 44	 3506	 222	 153	 71	 79.7

Women’s Profiles
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Women’s Profiles
Clara Viladomiu
5-4, Junior
Colegi Sant Ignasi
Barcelona, Spain

2007-08 (So.): Participated in six tourna-
ments ... Highest finish was a tie for tenth-
place at the Lady Eagle Invitational (4/7-8) ... 
Tied for 32nd-place at the Conference USA 

Championships (4/14-16), where she shot a season low 72 in 
the first round ... 2006-07 (Fr.): Participated in five tournaments 
... Highest finish was a tie for 19th-place at the Lady Eagle Classic 
(4/2-3) ... Shot a season-low 77 in the first round of that tournament 
... Finished tied for 33rd-place at the Waterlefe/USF Invitational 
(3/19-20) ...  
Prep: Attended Colegi Sant Ignasi ... Personal: Daughter of Jose 
Viladomiu and Elisabet Cusi ... Born Feb. 12, 1986 ... Majoring in 
international business.

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg 
2006-07	 14	 1128	 231	 158	 75	 80.6
2007-08	 15	 1224	 246	 156	 72	 81.6
Totals	 29	 2352	 231	 156	 72	 81.1

Virginia Espejo
5-6, Sophomore
Colegio Everest HS
Madrid, Spain

2007-08 (Fr.): Earned third-team All-
Conference USA honors ... One of two golfers 
to participate in nine tournaments ... Had a 
77.9 stroke average over 22 rounds ... Earned 

a second-place finish at the USA Lady Jaguar Invitational (3/3-4), 
where she twice shot season-low rounds of 73 ... Tied for third 
at the Lady Eagle Invitational (4/7-8), shooting an eight-over 150 
(76-74) ... Captured an 11th-place finish at the Conference USA 
Championships (4/14-16), the highest finish for a Lady Eagle since 
2004 ... Finished in a tie for tenth place at the Baja Invitational 
(2/11-12) Prep: Played for Freddy Lilly and Miguel Carrasco at 
Colegio Everest High School ...  
Personal: Daughter of Jose Luis and Marta Espejo ... Born June 18, 
1988 ... Majoring in international business.

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg 
2007-08	 22	 1714	 233	 146	 73	 77.9
Totals	 22	 1714	 233	 146	 73	 77.9

 
Ashley Joubert
5-10, R-Sophomore
Hammond High School
Ponchatoula, La.

2007-08 (R-Fr.): Participated in two 
tournaments after not seeing any action in 
the fall ... Tied for 35th at the Lady Eagle 
Invitational (4/7-8) ... Also shot a season-

low 78 at that tournament ... Finished in a tie for 47th at the 
Baja Invitational (2/11-12) ... 2006-07 (Fr.): Redshirted ... Prep: 
Played for Sheryl Morales at Hammond High ... Lettered four 
years in both golf and basketball and two years in volleyball ... 
A four-time all-district selection in golf ... Was only member of 
golf squad at Hammond High ... Ranked as high as No. 7 in the 
state ... Earned All-State honors as a senior in basketball, while 
garnering All-District honors two years, and honorable mention 
accolades twice ... A member of the school’s 1,000-point club 
... Participated in the All-Star basketball game ... Collected hon-
orable mention All-District honors as a freshman ... President 
of her school’s National Honor Society ... graduated in the Top 
10 of her class with a 3.98 grade point average ... Personal: 
Daughter of James and Terri Joubert ... Born March 19, 1988 ... 
Majoring in pre-nursing.

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg 
2007-08	 5	 438	 266	 172	 78	 87.6
Totals	 5	 432	 266	 172	 78	 87.6
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Jennifer Judge
5-6, Sophomore
Moss Point HS
Moss Point, Miss.

2007-08 (So.): Saw action in seven tourna-
ments after only participating in one in the fall 
... Highest finish was ninth at the Lady Eagle 
Invitational (2/11-12) ... Shot a season-low 75 

at the Qdoba Invitational (2/17-19) ... Had a three-day total of 238 
(77-78-83) at the Baja Invitational (2/11-12) where she tied for 13th 
... Closed the year with a tie for 39th-place at the Conference USA 
Championships ... Prep: Prepped at Moss Point High School under 
Charlie Judge ... Ranked the No. 1 golfer in Mississippi ... Was 
named a 2007 High School All-American in Golf ... Also earned 
varsity letters in cross country and basketball ... Personal: Daughter 
of Ina and Bobbie Judge ... Born November 9, 1988 ... Majoring in 
general studies.

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg 
2007-08	 19	 1538	 235	 155	 75	 80.9
Totals	 19	 1538	 235	 155	 75	 80.9

Kellie Grantham
5-6, Freshman
Terry HS
Terry, Miss.

Prep: Prepped at Terry High School for 
Bill French ... Earned third place finish at the 
2008 Mississippi State Games Tournament 
... Finished in third place at the Greenwood 

Country Club Junior Invitational ... Earned a fifth-place finish at the 
2008 Mississippi High School Athletic Association State Tournament 
... Was a member of the 2008 Mississippi Junior Golf Association 
Cup Team ... Personal: Daughter of Doug and Dana Grantham ... 
Born January 9, 1990 ... Majoring in Athletic Training.

Joyce Martinez
5-1, Freshman
La Porte HS
La Porte, Texas

Prep: Four-year letterwinner at La Porte 
High School for Billy Stout ... Earned second 
place finish at the Star Ranch Tournament of 
the Texas Junior Golf Tour, shooting a two-

round total 149 (74-75) ... Was a four-year First Team All-District ... 
Also qualified for regionals all four years ... Academic All-State from 
2005-08 ... Ranked 10th by the Houston Golf Association ... 
 Personal: Daughter of Larry and Annette Martinez ... Born May 23, 
1990 ... Majoring in Community Health Science.

 
Amy Roberts
5-6, Junior
Ball State
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

2007-08 (So. - Ball State): Participated in 
11 tournaments, averaging 80.00 strokes per 
round ... Earned three top-20 finishes ... Shot a 
low-round 72in the second round of the Indiana 

Invitational (4/7) ... Finished in second place to open the season at the 
Tri-State Thunder Invitational with a 77 (8/26) ... Earned a fourth-place 
finish at the Butler Spring Invitational, firing a 77-83 (3/24-25) ...  
2006-07 (Fr. - Ball State): Played in 25 competitive rounds ... Had a 
scoring average of 81.64 ... Twice fired a season-low 75 ... Led Ball 
State to a third place finish at the UC Women’s Collegiate Invitational 
with a 75 ... Place third at the Tri-State University Fall Thunder 
Invitational ... Tied for 18th at the Cincinnati Fall Classic ... Competed 
in the Ontario and Canadian Junior Open and Amateur ... Place 13th 
at the Ontario Junior ... Prep: Prepped at the Don Mills Institute ... 
Participated in the Canadian National Junior Golf Championship ... 
Earned medalist honors in each of the last three season on the Ping 
Regional Junior Golf Tour ... Consistently ranked among the top 
30 junior golfers by the Golf Association of Ontario since 2003 ... 
Notched a 20th-place finish at the Toronto Star Women’s Amateur 
with rounds of 79-77 ... In 2005, posted four top-six finishes at pro-
vincial tournaments, including rounds of 74-78 at the Ontario Junior 
Masters ... Placed sixth at the Ontario Junior with rounds of 77-73-
76 ... Personal: Daughter of Ian and Kay Roberts ... Born October 1, 
1988 ... Majoring in Risk Management.

All-Conference
2008

Virginia Espejo (third team)

2001
Ofelia Lopez*

2000
Marella Canepa*

Erin Doyle*

1999
Terry-Anne Lacoste (second team)

1998
Marella Canepa (second team)

* Only one team chosen that year

All-Freshman
2004

Mia Davidsson

Golfer of the Week/Month
1996

Kate Bradley (March 25)

1999
Marella Canepa  

(Co-Player, March 24)

Southern Miss Women’s Golf C-USA Honors
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Rocky Cleland
6-1, Senior
Presbyterian Christian HS
Hattiesburg, Miss.

The lone senior on the team ... Hardest worker 
on the squad ... Great physical conditioning ... 
Shows good course presence ... Tremendous 
competitor ... 2007-08 (Jr.): One of two golfers to 

participate in ten or more events, earning four Top 20 finishes ... Of his 
29 rounds, he tallied rounds of 74 or lower 18 times ... Averaged a per 
round score of 74.3 ... Had highest finish at the Adams Cup of Newport 
when he posted a finished in a tie for second-place (9/25-26) ... Shot a 
70 in the first round of the Squire Creek Classic (10/15-16) for his low-
est round of the year ... Tied for 16th-place at the Middle Tennessee 
Aldila Intercollegiate (3/31-4/1), garnering a three-round total 219 
... Finished in a tie for 13th at the Memphis Intercollegiate (10/8-9) 
... Closed the season in a tie for 23rd-place at the Conference USA 
Championships (4/20-22) ... 2006-07 (So.): Played in nine tournaments 
during his sophomore year, earning three Top 20 finishes ... Of his 28 
rounds, he tallied rounds of 74 or lower ten times ... Had highest finish 
at the Grub Mart-Young Oil Intercollegiate when he posted a sixth-
place finish (3/19-20) ... Finished tied for 16th-place at the Conference 
USA Championships (4/30-5/2) ... Garnered a 24th-place tie at the Sam 
Hall Intercollegiate (10/30-31) ...  Shot a season-low round of 70 at that 
tournament, as well as at the ASU Indian Classic (4/9-10) ... 2005-06 

(Fr.): Played in six tournaments during his freshman campaign ... Had 
highest finish in the Reynolds Plantation Classic (9/19-20) when he gar-
nered a 10th-place tie ... Shot his season-low round of 70 in the open-
ing round of that tournament ... Notched a 72 in the opening-round of 
the Troy Invitational (11/7-8) ... Of his 18 rounds during the campaign, 
he tallied rounds of 74 or lower seven times ... Recorded a 22nd-place 
tie in the South Alabama Spring Golf Classic (3/19-20) in which he 
fired rounds of 74, 73 and 76 ... Prep: Played under the direction of 
Cory Bowles at Presbyterian Christian High School ... Named Most 
Valuable Player in golf three-straight years ... Earned a total of six letters 
during his high school career ... Also earned honors in soccer ... Earned 
the highest average in English, Algebra II, and Latin II ... Personal: 
Son of Randy and Katherine Cleland ... Born December 28, 1986 ... 
Majoring in Sports Administration.

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg
2005-06	 18	 1360	 218	 -	 70	 75.6
2006-07	 28	 2136	 216	 -	 70	 76.3
2007-08	 29	 2155	 219	 146	 70	 74.3
Total	 75	 5651	 216	 146	 70	 75.3

 
Paul Apyan
6-3, Redshirt Junior
Hixson HS
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Most consistent performer the last two years 
... Very intelligent on and off the golf course ... 
2007-08 (R-So.): Played in nine tournaments, 
earning six Top 20 finishes ... Of his 27 rounds, 

he tallied rounds of 74 or lower 17 times ... Led the squad with a 
season average of 73.3 strokes per round ... Tied for the highest finish 
ever for a Southern Miss golfer at the Conference USA Championships 
(4/20-22) when he finished in a tie for third, earning him all-tourna-
ment honors ... Shot a season-low 68 in the first round of the cham-
pionships ... Also shot a 68 at the UCF Rio Pinar Invitational, where 
he finished in a tie for eighth-place (2/25-26) ...  Also, finished in a tie 
for eighth at the Bank of America Intercollegiate (4/7-8) Posted three 
straight 73’s to finish in a tie for 11th-place at the Middle Tennessee 
Aldila Intercollegiate (3/31-4/1) ... Tied for 18th at the Grub Mart-
Young Oil Intercollegiate (3/17-18) ... 2006-07 (R-Fr.): Played in ten 
tournaments during his redshirt freshman season ... Tied for 18th place 
at the Club Glove Intercollegiate, shooting 77-75-77 for a 229 (10/23-
24) ... Finished even par at the Sam Hall Intercollegiate, shooting 70, 
74 and a season-low round 69 (10/30-31) to finish tied for 10th ... 
Shot one-under 215 (75-70-70) at the ASU Indian Classic to finish in 
a tie for 15th place (4/9-10) ... Shot a final round 71 to finish tied for 
22nd place at the Conference USA Championships (4/30-5/2) ... Prep: 
Played under the direction of Earl Cornette at Hixson High School 
... Helped lead Hixson to its first-ever Tennessee Secondary School 
Athletic Association (TSSAA) Class A/AA state championship, while 
also winning individual medalist honors ... Had a 35.5 scoring average 
per nine holes his senior year ... Lost only one match during his junior 
and senior years combined ... Named Best of Preps Player of the Year 
by the Chattanooga Times Free Press ... Competed on the Southeastern 
Junior Golf Tour and the Plantation Junior Golf Tour ... Also named 
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all-state, all-district, and all-county in golf ... During his high school 
career, he earned four letters in golf, two letters in track, and one letter 
in wrestling ... Named to the National Honor Society and Beta Club ... 
Personal:  Son of Paul and Laura Apyan ... Born November 26, 1986 
... Majoring in Business Administration.

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg 
2006-07	 31	 2343	 213	 -	 69	 75.6
2007-08	 27	 1980	 210	 -	 68	 73.3
Totals	 58	 4323	 210	 -	 68	 74.5
 

 
Wes Carter
5-8, Junior
Hoover HS
Hoover, Ala.

Good, solid player ... Fierce competitor ... 
Very stable on the golf course ... Quiet leader 
... Performs to best of his abilities at all times 
... 2007-08 (So.): Earned four Top 20 finishes 

in nine tournaments ... Of his 28 rounds, he tallied rounds of 74 or 
lower 15 times ... Averaged 74.0 strokes per round ... Had highest 
finish at the Middle Tennessee Aldila Intercollegiate when he posted 
a seventh-place finish (3/31-4/1) ... Tied for eighth at the UCF Rio 
Pinar Invitational, where he shot a three-round low 213 (2/25-26) ... 
Garnered a tenth-place finish at the Sam Hall Intercollegiate (11/5-6) ... 
2006-07 (Fr.): Played in five tournaments during his freshman year 

... Had his highest finish at the ASU Indian Classic when earned a 
tie for 35th-place (4/9-10) ... Shot his season-low round of 70 in the 
final round of that tournament ... Shot 80-74-75 to finish in a 40th-
place tie at the Conference USA Championships (4/30-5/2) ... Prep: 
Prepped at Hoover High for coach Benny Eaves, where he won 
three letters ... Earned sectional medalist honors in 2005 and finish 
second in the state tournament in each of his final three appear-
ances in the event ... Personal: Son of Randy and Trish Carter ... 
Majoring in Accounting … Born Sept. 21, 1987.

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg 
2006-07	 15	 1165	 219	 -	 70	 77.7
2007-08	 27	 1999	 213	 -	 69	 74.0
Totals	 42	 3164	 213	 -	 69	 75.3

Freddie Janneck
5-10, Redshirt Sophomore
St. Joseph HS
Madison, Miss.

Made great strides this summer ... Very quiet 
and calculating on the golf course ... Knows 
exactly what he wants to do ... Very easy to 
coach ... Can be a quiet leader ... 2007-08 

(Fr.): Redshirted ... Prep: A four-time all-State selection for coach 
Rusty Boshers at St. Joseph High ... Won 25 medalist titles and was 
the 2A State medalist his 9th and 10th grade years ... Came in sec-
ond during his 11th and 12th grade seasons ... Lettered four years at 
the school ... Personal: Son of Fred and Helen Janneck ... Majoring 
in business administration ... Born Sept. 16, 1988. 
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Alex Park
5-6, Junior
Lansing HS
Ithaca, N.Y.

Extremely hard worker ... Very patient on 
the golf course ... Tries to get better every day 
... Can really break out this year ... 2007-08 
(So.): Participated in six tournaments ... Of his 

17 rounds, he tallied rounds of 74 or lower six times ... Averaged 
a per round score of 75.2 ... Had highest finish at the Memphis 
Intercollegiate, finishing in a tie for 18th-place (10/8-9) ... Also shot a 
season-low 70 in the final round of that tournament ... Finished in 24th-
place at the Sam Hall Intercollegiate, where he posted a three-round 
score of 219 (11/5-6) ... 2006-07 (Fr.): Played in eight tournaments 
during his freshman year ... Of his 25 rounds, he tallied rounds of 
74 or lower eight times ... Had highest finish at the Club Glove 
Intercollegiate when he tied for 18th-place (10/23-24) ... Finished 
tied for 26th-place at the Grub Mart-Young Oil Intercollegiate (3/12-
13) ... Shot a season-low round of 70 a the Sam Hall Intercollegiate 
(10/30-31) ... Prep: Played for John Kotmel at Lansing High, where 
he lettered for six years ... Undefeated over the past two years ... 
Qualified for state tournament all six years and finished fourth three 
times ... Personal: Son of Young-Seon-Park and Chanl-Ho-Park ... 
Majoring in business administration ... Brother, Nick, is a member of 
the University of Arizona golf team ... Born July 14, 1988. 

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg 
2006-07	 25	 1893	 218	 -	 70	 75.7
2007-08	 17	 1279	 219	 147	 70	 75.2
Totals	 42	 3172	 218	 147	 70	 75.5

Tyler Sparks
6-6, Junior
Belmont HS
Belmont, Miss.

Very knowledgable about his golf game 
and the game of golf ... Knows how to play 
the game ...Works extremely hard ... Can 
contribute a lot ... 2007-08 (So.): Participated 

in seven tournaments ... Of his 20 rounds, he tallied rounds of 74 or 
lower seven times ... Averaged a per round score of 75.6 ... Tied for 
ninth at the Memphis Intercollegiate, his highest finish of the year (10/8-
9) ... Had a season-low 70 in the final round of that tournament ... Also 
shot a 70 in the first round of the Conference USA Championships 
(4/20-22)  ... Finished in 19th-place at the Sam Hall Intercollegiate 
(11/5-6) ... 2006-07 (Fr.): Participated in five tournaments and 
had one Top 20 finish ... Highest finish was a tie for 24th-place 
at the Sam Hall Intercollegiate when he fired rounds of 74-72, 
and a season-low 70 (4/9-10) ... Prep: Played at Belmont High 
for coach Jody McClung, where he lettered all four years ... His 
team won the state championship in both 2005 and 2006 and 
the district crown in 2005 ... A four-time all-state golf selection 
... Earned four letters in basketball as well, notching all-district 
twice (2005, 2006) ... Personal: Son of Ted and Wendy Sparks ... 
Majoring in coaching and sports administration ... Born April 20, 
1988.

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg 
2006-07	 13	 1046	 216	 -	 70	 80.5
2007-08	 20	 1512	 220	 145	 70	 75.6
Totals	 33	 2558	 216	 145	 70	 77.5
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Derek Plucienski
6-0, Sophomore
Brother Martin HS
Slidell, La.

Saw some action last year ... Has tremen-
dous potential ... Can be a steady performer 
... 2007-08 (Fr.): Participated in three tourna-
ments ... Highest finish was 12th-place at the 

Sam Hall Intercollegiate (11/5-6) ... Had a season-low 67 in the first 
round of that tournament ... Prep: Played under the direction of 
Randy Asprodites at Brother Martin High School ... Won the 2007 
Gulf States PGA Junior Tour Championship at the TPC of Louisiana 
with a four-under par 212 ... Helped lead Brother Martin to the 
2006 District Championship ... Won the Warren Cervanni Award 
for most outstanding golfer at the school ... Tied for 21st-place at 
the 2007 Spirit of America Tournament ... On the junior amateur 
circuit, was the 2006 Gulf State Player of the Year ... Captured 
back-to-back Westford Gulf State Championships in 2004 and 2005 
... Carded a one-under 71 to win the 2006 Louisiana Premier Golf 
Championship ... Was a member of the Beta Honor Roll ... Held 

junior clinics at Timberlane Golf and Country Club in Gretna and at 
Pinewood Country Club in Slidell ... Personal: Son of Robert and 
Rhonda Plucienski ... Majoring in Sports Administration ... Born 
January 18, 1989.

Season	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Lo54	 Lo36	 LoRnd	 Avg 
2007-08	 9	 676	 209	 -	 67	 75.1
Totals	 9	 676	 209	 -	 67	 75.1

 
Nick Brown
5-11, Redshirt-Freshman
Lamar School
Meridian, Miss.

Has a lot of talent ... Very competitive ... Is 
a good athlete ... Expected to see some action 
this year ... 2007-08 (Fr.): Redshirted ... Prep: 
Helped lead Lamar to the 2007 Mississippi 

Private School Association South State, AAA State and Overall State 
championships ... Shot a two-under 69 to win individual medalist 
honors at the South State Championship ... Had an 18-hole average 
of  71 to lead the team ... In 2006, shot rounds of 69-75-73 to capture 
the State Farm Junior Amateur Championship ... Also was a four-time 
All-South State selection in soccer, earning a spot in the MPSA All-Star 
game ... Was part of the cross country state championship squad as 
a junior ... Named to the All-Scholastic Sports Team by WTOK-TV in 
Meridian ... Personal: Son of Ed and Christy Brown ... Majoring in 
Business ... Born December 19, 1988.
 

 
Darren Chapman
5-11, Redshirt-Freshman
Fort Walton Beach HS
Destin, Fla.

A lot of potential ... Has gained some con-
fidence ... Can hit some unexpected shots ... A 
really good putter ... Just needs a little more confi-
dence ... 2007-08 (Fr.): Redshirted ... Prep: Two-

time First Team All-County selection ... Opened his senior campaign 
by posting a 66 at Indian Bayou, breaking  both the school and county 
record ... Finished in third place at the State Regional Championship 
... Shot 74-70-71 at the 2006 Future Masters to finish in 20th-place out 
of 235 ... Captured a 10th-place tie a the AJGA Randy Smith Classic 
in 2006 with rounds of 69-75-71 ... Won the Houchens Industries 
Junior Open in Alvaton, Ky., as well as the Marvin DeBolt Daily News 
Junior Classic in Ft. Walton Beach ... Member of the National Honor 
Society, Beta Club, Leadership Club and Key Club ... Was named a 
Viking Scholar at his school, as well as winning the Norseman Award, 
as selected by his fellow students ... Personal: Son of David and 
Denise Chapman ... Majoring in Business Finance ... Born March 
19, 1989. 
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Brent Hobbs
5-10, Junior
Mesa CC
Mesa, Ariz.

Mesa CC (2006-08): Earned a 74.1 stroke 
average last year … Finished seventh in region-
als, before earning a 12th-place finish at nation-
als … Named Second Team All-Region and 

an Honorable Mention All-American  ... Prep: Participated in the 
state tournament junior and senior years … As a senior, he won the 
Tucson Spring Classic as well as the Spring Stableford Tournament.  
... Personal: Son of Bob and Diane Hobbs ... Major is undeter-
mined ... Born May 31, 1988.

John Gregory Joseph
5-10, Freshman
Valwood School
Valdosta, Ga.

The only freshman on this year’s squad ... 
Can hit a lot of shots ... Adjusting to the col-
lege game ... Has the potential to really help 
the team ... Could be looked on to help imme-

diately ...  Prep: Played for Coach Mike Patrick and the Valwood 
School in Valdosta, Ga. ... Helped lead Valwood to the 2008 Georgia 
Independent School Association State Championship ... Shot a 71 to 
win individual medalist honors at the state championship for the third 
consecutive season ... Posted rounds of 76 and 72 to win capture the 
2008 Southeastern Junior Golf Amelia Island Junior Classic ... Was 
named All-State and All-Region for four years ... Personal: Son of 
Greg and Diane Joseph ... Majoring in Business ... Born October 
23, 1989.

All-Conference
2006

Justin Elliott 
(second team)

2004
Ben Snow 

(second team)

2003
Justin Emil 

(second team)
Shane Rushing 
(second team)
Mike Soroka 
(third team)

2002
Tim Yelverton*

2001
Tim Yelverton*

1998
Greg Howell (first team)
V.J. Trolio (third team)

1996
Phil Meadows 

(first team)
Jason Roby 

(second team)
* Only one team picked that year

All-Freshman
2006

Jason Cuthbertson

2003
Justin Elliott

Golfer of the 
Week/Month

2003
Shane Rushing  

(Co-Player, February)

1996
Jason Roby (March 25)

Southern Miss Men’s Golf C-USA Honors



30      2008-09 Southern Miss Golf

Jack Singleton

			   Low	 Par/-	        	#	Finish Top		  Rel.	

Player	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Rnd	 Rnds	 Evnts	 5	 10	 20	 Par	 Avg

Virginia Espejo	 22	 1714	 73	 -	 9	 2	 3	 4	 +6	 77.9

Rebecka Nilsson	 21	 1663	 71	 1	 8	 -	 2	 4	 +7	 79.2

Samantha Holt	 23	 1836	 71	 1	 9	 -	 1	 3	 +8	 79.8

Jennifer Judge	 19	 1538	 75	 -	 7	 -	 1	 2	 +9	 80.9

Heather Golden	 20	 1629	 76	 -	 8	 -	 -	 1	 +10	 81.5

Clara Viladomiu	 15	 1224	 72	 1	 6	 -	 1	 1	 +10	 81.6

Kate Burns	 13	 1081	 79	 -	 5	 -	 -	 1	 +11	 83.2

Jennifer Bodemann	 10	 832	 76	 -	 4	 -	 -	 -	 +11	 83.2

Ashley Joubert	 5	 438	 78	 -	 2	 -	 -	 -	 +16	 87.6

Helena Backlund	 5	 446	 82	 -	 2	 -	 -	 -	 +18	 89.2

FOUR-PLAYER TEAM	 26	 8257	 301	 3	 10	 2	 8	 16	 +30	 317.6

Tournament	 Dates	Rounds	 Place	 Teams	 Players	 +/-	 Score

Napa River Grill Cardinal Cup	 9/17-18/2007	 3	 14	 17	 94	 +69	 933

Marilynn Smith/Sunflower Inv.	 10/1/2007	 2	 8	 13	 76	 +52	 628

McHaney/Morehead Inv.	 10/8-9/2007	 3	 14	 14	 77	 +115	 991

UAB Beach Bash	 11/5-6/2007	 2	 12	 14	 69	 +75	 651

The Baja Invitational	 2/11-12/2008	 3	 5	 9	 52	 +97	 961

Qdoba Invitational	 2/17-19/2008	 3	 11	 12	 65	 +87	 951

USA Lady Jaguar Invitational	 3/3-4/2008	 2	 2	 18	 98	 +41	 617

Gainesville Shootout	 3/13-15/2008	 3	 9	 15	 87	 +110	 950

Lady Eagle Invitational	 4/7-8/2008	 2	 1	 8	 44	 +53	 621

C-USA Championship	 4/14-16/2008	 3	 7	 9	 44	 +90	 954

Helena Backlund
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

The Baja Invitational	 2/11-12/2008	 3	 88-82-95=265	 +49	 46th/52

Lady Eagle Invitational	 4/7-8/2008	 2	 85-96=181	 +39	 t41st/44

SEASON TOTALS		  5	 446 Avg. 89.2	 +18	 -	

Jennifer Bodemann
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Marilynn Smith Sunflower Inv.	 10/1/2007	 2	 76-82=158	 +14	 t42nd/76

McHaney/Morehead Invitational	 10/8-9/2007	 3	 85-82-93=260	 +41	 69th/77

The Baja Invitational	 2/11-12/2008	 3	 84-82-84=250	 +34	 t30th/52

Lady Eagle Invitational	 4/7-8/2008	 2	 83-81=164	 +22	 t23rd/44

SEASON TOTALS		  10	 832 Avg. 83.2	 +11	 -

2007-08 Women’s Golf Results

2007-08 Season Statistics

2007-08 Individual Results

Samantha Holt

Virginia Espejo
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Kate Burns
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Napa River Grill Cardinal Cup	 9/17-18/2007	 3	 81-86-81=248	 +32	 t85th/94

The Baja Invitational	 2/11-12/2008	 3	 80-79-83=242	 +26	 t20th/52

Qdoba Invitational	 2/17-19/2008	 3	 85-92-81=258	 +42	 63rd/65

USA Lady Jaguar Invitational	 3/3-4/2008	 2	 86-81=167	 +23	 t71st/98

Lady Eagle Invitational	 4/7-8/2008	 2	 86-80=166	 +24	 t28th/44

SEASON TOTALS		  13	 1081 Avg. 83.2	 +11	 -	

Virginia Espejo
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Napa River Grill Cardinal Cup	 9/17-18/2007	 3	 79-75-82=236	 +20	 t55th/94

Marilynn Smith Sunflower Inv.	 10/1/2007	 3	 -4--4-81=81	 +8

UAB Beach Bash	 11/5-6/2007	 2	 82-80=162	 +18	 38th/69

Baja Invitational	 2/11-12/2008	 3	 80-76-81=237	 +21	 t10th/52

Qdoba Invitational	 2/17-19/2008	 3	 80-79-76=235	 +19	 t40th/65

USA Lady Jaguar Invitational	 3/3-4/2008	 2	 73-73=146	 +2	 2nd/98

Gainesville Shootout	 3/13-15/2008	 3	 81-77-75=233	 +23	 t24th/87

Lady Eagle Invitational	 4/7-8/2008	 2	 76-74=150	 +8	 t3rd/44

C-USA Championship	 4/14-16/2008	 3	 75-82-77=234	 +18	 t11th/44

SEASON TOTALS		  22	 1714 Avg. 77.9	 +6	 -	

Heather Golden
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Napa River Grill Cardinal Cup	 9/17-18/2007	 3	 81-79-78=238	 +22	 t67th/94

Marilynn Smith Sunflower Inv.	 10/1/2007	 2	 79-83=162	 +18	 t53rd/76

UAB Beach Bash	 11/5-6/2007	 2	 80-85=165	 +21	 52nd/69

Baja Invitational	 2/11-12/2008	 3	 76-77-85=238	 +22	 t13th/52

Qdoba Invitational	 2/17-19/2008	 3	 85-77-80=242	 +26	 t52nd/65

USA Lady Jaguar Invitational	 3/3-4/2008	 2	 76-84=160	 +16	 t38th/98

Gainesville Shootout	 3/13-15/2008	 3	 85-91-82=258	 +48	 t76th/87

Lady Eagle Invitational	 4/7-8/2008	 2	 85-81=166	 +24	 t28th/44

SEASON TOTALS		  20	 1629 Avg. 81.5	 +10	 -	

Samantha Holt
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Napa River Grill Cardinal Cup	 9/17-18/2007	 3	 83-77-80=240	 +24	 t73rd/94

Marilynn Smith Sunflower Inv.	 10/1/2007	 2	 81-80=161	 +17	 t48th/76

UAB Beach Bash	 11/5-6/2007	 2	 84-84=168	 +24	 58th/69

Baja Invitational	 2/12-13/2007	 3	 77-82-82=241	 +25	 t18th/52

Qdoba Invitational	 2/17-18/2008	 3	 81-80-78=239	 +23	 t48th/65

USA Lady Jaguar Invitational	 3/3-4/2008	 2	 76-79=155	 +11	 t19th/98

Gainesville Shootout	 3/13/-15/2008	 3	 76-77-79=232	 +22	 t21st/87

Lady Eagle Invitational	 4/7-8/2008	 2	 71-81=152	 +10	 7th/44

C-USA Championship	 4/14-16/2008	 3	 78-83-87=248	 +32	 t34th/44

SEASON TOTALS		  23	 1836 Avg. 79.8	 +8	 -	

Ashley Joubert
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Baja Invitational	 2/11-12/2008	 3	 88-86-92=266	 +50	 t47th/52

Lady Eagle Invitational	 4/7-8/2008	 2	 94-7=172	 +30	 t35th/44

SEASON TOTALS		  5	 438 Avg. 87.6	 +16	 -

Jennifer Judge
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

McHaney/Morehead Invitational	 10/8-9/2007	 3	 88-82-83=253	 +34	 t65th/77

Baja Invitational	 2/11-12/2008	 3	 77-78-83=238	 +22	 t13th/52

Qdoba Invitational	 2/17-18/2008	 3	 80-80-75=235	 +19	 t40th/65

USA Lady Jaguar Invitational	 3/3-4/2008	 2	 83-76=159	 +15	 t33rd/98

Gainesville Shootout	 3/13-15/2008	 3	 80-79-87=246	 +36	 t53rd/87

Lady Eagle Invitational	 4/7-8/2008	 2	 78-77=155	 +13	 9th/44

C-USA Championship	 4/14-16/2008	 3	 86-87-79=252	 +36	 t39th/44

SEASON TOTALS		  19	1638 Avg. 80.9	 +9	 -	

Rebecka Nilsson
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Napa River Grill Cardinal Cup	 9/17-18/2007	 3	 78-73-71=222	 +6	 t9th/94

Marilynn Smith Sunflower Inv.	 10/1/2007	 2	 74-79=153	 +9	 t19th/76

McHaney/Morehead Invitational	 10/8-9/2007	 3	 82-80-77=239	 +20	 t31st/77

UAB Beach Bash	 11/5-6/2007	 2	 80-86-166	 +22	 55th/69

Baja Invitational	 2/11-12/2008	 3	 80-83-81+244	 +28	 t24th/52

Gainesville Shootout	 3/13-15/2008	 3	 88-82-77=247	 +37	 56th/87

Lady Eagle Invitational	 4/7-8/2008	 2	 79-77=156	 +14	 t10th/44

C-USA Championship	 4/14-16/2008	 3	 76-81-79=236	 +20	 t16th/44

SEASON TOTALS		  21	1663 Avg. 79.2	 +7	 -	

Clara Viladomiu
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Marilynn Smith Sunflower Inv.	 10/1/2007	 2	 79-79=158	 +14	 t42nd/76

McHaney/Morehead Invitational	 10/8-9/2007	 3	 87-81-83=251	 +32	 t62nd/77

UAB Beach Bash	 11/5-6/2007	 2	 80-80=160	 +16	 34th/69

The Baja Invitational	 2/11-12/2008	 3	 83-84-86=253	 +37	 t34th/52

Lady Eagle Invitational	 4/7-8/2008	 2	 80-76=156	 +14	 t10th/44

C-USA Championship	 4/14-16/2008	 3	 72-85-89=246	 +30	 t32nd/44

SEASON TOTALS		  15	1224 Avg. 81.6	 +10	 -

2007-08 Women’s Golf Results

Kate Burns
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			   Low	 Par/-	 #	Finish Top		  Rel.	

Player	 Rounds	 Strokes	 Rnd	 Rnds	 Evnts	 5	 10	 20	 Par	 Avg

Paul Apyan	 27	 1980	 68	 10	 9	 1	 3	 6	 +2	 73.3

Rob Hudson	 11	 812	 69	 2	 4	 1	 1	 2	 +2	 73.8

Wes Carter	 27	 1999	 69	 7	 9	 -	 4	 4	 +2	 74.0

Rocky Cleland	 29	 2155	 70	 6	 10	 1	 1	 4	 +3	 74.3

Kyle Ramey	 32	 2382	 67	 5	 11	 1	 3	 4	 +3	 74.4

Derek Plucienski	 9	 676	 67	 2	 3	 -	 -	 1	 +4	 75.1

Alex Park	 17	 1279	 70	 4	 6	 -	 -	 1	 +3	 75.2

Tyler Sparks	 20	 1512	 70	 4	 7	 -	 1	 2	 +4	 75.6

FOUR-PLAYER TEAM	 32	 9412	 277	 40	 11	 4	 13	 24	 +7	 294.1

Tournament	 Dates	 Rounds	 Place	 Teams	 Players	 +/-	 Score

Scenic City Invitational	 9/10-11/2007	 3	 11	 17	 90	 +22	 874

Adams Cup of Newport	 9/25-26/2007	 3	 2	 15	 79	 +37	 901

Memphis Intercollegiate	 10/8-9/2007	 2	 2	 15	 87	 +4	 580

Squire Creek Classic	 10/15-16/2007	 3	 12	 18	 96	 +27	 891

Sam Hall Intercollegiate	 11/5-6/2007	 3	 2	 11	 65	 +7	 859

UCF Rio Pinar Invitational	 2/25-26/2008	 3	 8	 18	 93	 +7	 871

Grub Mart-Young Oil Inter.	 3/17-18/2008	 3	 3	 12	 62	 +35	 899

Mobile Bay Intercollegiate	 3/24-25/2008	 3	 6	 12	 73	 +39	 903

Middle Tennessee Aldila Inter.	 3/31-4/1/2008	 3	 4	 11	 62	 +14	 878

Bank of America Intercollegiate	 4/7-8/2008	 3	 11	 15	 80	 +26	 890

Conference USA Championship	4/20-22/2008	 3	 2	 11	 55	 +2	 866

Paul Apyan
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Scenic City Invitational	 9/10-11/2007	 3	 76-71-69=216	 +3	 t26/90

Adams Cup of Newport Golf Classic	 9/25-26/2007	 3	 80-80-75=235	 +19	 t44th/79

Sam Hall Intercollegiate	 11/5-6/2007	 3	 70-73-75=218	 +5	 19th/65

UCF Rio Pinar Intercollegiate	 2/25-26/2008	 3	 71-68-74=213	 -3	 t8th/93

Grub Mart-Young Oil Intercollegiate	 3/17-18/2008	 3	 74-78-75=227	 +11	 t18th/62

Mobile Bay Intercollegiate	 3/24-25/2008	 3	 80-76-72=228	 +12	 t32nd/73

Middle Tennessee Aldila Intercollegiate	3/31-4/1/2008	 3	 73-73-73=219	 +3	 t11th/62

Bank of America Intercollegiate	 4/7-8/2008	 3	 70-70-74=214	 -2	 t8th/80

Conference USA Championship	 4/20-22/2008	 3	 68-69-73=210	 -6	 t3rd/55

SEASON TOTALS		  27	1980 Avg. 73.3	 +2	 -

Wes Carter
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Scenic City Invitational	 9/10-11/2007	 3	 75-71-72=218	 +5	 t34th/90

Adams Cup of Newport Golf Classic	 9/25-26/2007	 3	 79-83-75=237	 +21	 t50th/79

Sam Hall Intercollegiate	 11/5-6/2007	 3	 69-74-73=216	 +3	 10th/65

UCF Rio Pinar Intercollegiate	 2/25-26/2008	 3	 70-73-70=213	 -3	 t8th/93

Grub Mart-Young Oil Intercollegiate	 3/17-18/2008	 3	 78-77-69=224	 +8	 t9th/62

Mobile Bay Intercollegiate	 3/24-25/2008	 3	 79-76-74=229	 +13	 t36th/73

Middle Tennessee Aldila Intercollegiate	3/31-4/1/2008	 3	 71-70-76=217	 +1	 t7th/62

Bank of America Intercollegiate	 4/7-8/2008	 3	 76-73-75=224	 +8	 t43rd/80

Conference USA Championship	 4/20-22/2008	 3	 75-73-73	 +5	 t23rd/80

SEASON TOTALS		  27	1999 Avg. 74.0	 +2	 -

 

Rocky Cleland
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Scenic City Invitational	 9/10-11/2007	 3	 74-76-74=224	 +11	 t66th/90

Adams Cup of Newport Golf Classic	 9/25-26/2007	 3	 71-76-73=220	 +4	 t2nd/79

Memphis Intercollegiate	 10/8-9/2007	 2	 75-71=146	 +2	 t13th/87

Squire Creek Classic	 10/15-16/2007	 3	 70-74-75=219	 +3	 t23rd/96

Sam Hall Intercollegiate	 11/5-6/2007	 3	 75-72-74=221	 +8	 29th/65

Grub Mart-Young Oil Intercollegiate	 3/17-18/2008	 3	 76-74-80=230	 +14	 t28th/62

Mobile Bay Intercollegiate	 3/24-25/2008	 3	 72-79-73=224	 +8	 t16th/73

Middle Tennessee Aldila Intercollegiate	3/31-4/1/2008	 3	 73-71-75=219	 +3	 t11th/62

Bank of America Intercollegiate	 4/7-8/2008	 3	 74-77-80=231	 +15	 t61st/80

Conference USA Championship	 4/20-22/2008	 3	 73-72-76=221	 +5	 t23rd/55

SEASON TOTALS		  29	2155 Avg. 74.3	 +3	 -

Rob Hudson
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Adams Cup of Newport Golf Classic	 9/25-26/2007	 3	 76-73-75=224	 +8	 14th/79

Memphis Intercollegiate	 10/2-3/2007	 2	 73-71=144	 E	 t5th/87

Squire Creek Classic	 10/15-16/2007	 3	 74-73-75=222	 +6	 t40th/96

Sam Hall Intercollegiate	 11/5-6/2007	 3	 69-73-80=222	 +9	 29th/65 

SEASON TOTALS		  11	 812 Avg. 73.8	 +2	 -

Alex Park
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Memphis Intercollegiate	 10/8-9/2007	 2	 77-70=147	 +3	 t18th/87

Squire Creek Classic	 10/15-16/2007	 3	 75-79-77=231	 +15	 t82nd/96

Sam Hall Intercollegiate	 11/5-6/2007	 3	 71-73-75=219	 +6	 24th/65

UCF Rio Pinar Invitational	 2/25-26/2008	 3	 76-78-72=226	 +10	 t69th/93

Mobile Bay Intercollegiate	 3/24-25/2008	 3	 76-81-72=229	 +13	 t36th/73

Middle Tennessee Aldila Intercollegiate	3/31-4/1/2008	 3	 74-78-75=227	 +11	 t37th/62

SEASON TOTALS		  17	1279 Avg. 75.2	 +3	 -

2007-08 Men’s Golf Results

2007-08 Season Statistics

2007-08 Individual Statistics

Paul Apyan
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Derek Plucienski
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Scenic City Invitational	 9/10-11/2007	 3	 73-78-79=230	 +17	 t83rd/90

Sam Hall Intercollegiate	 11/5-6/2007	 3	 67-72-70=209	 -4	 12th/65

Mobile Bay Intercollegiate	 3/24-25/2008	 3	 80-82-75-237	 +21	 t55th/73

SEASON TOTALS		  9	 676 Avg. 75.1	 +4	 -

Kyle Ramey
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Scenic City Invitational	 9/10-11/2007	 3	 73-73-73=219	 +6	 t41st/90

Adams Cup of Newport Golf Classic	 9/25-26/2007	 3	 74-75-74=223	 +7	 t7th/79

Memphis Intercollegiate	 10/8-9/2007	 2	 75-73=148	 +4	 t26th/87

Squire Creek Classic	 10/15-16/2007	 3	 74-71-75=220	 +4	 t28th/96

Sam Hall Intercollegiate	 11/5-6/2007	 3	 67-68-74=209	 -4	 4th/65

UCF Rio Pinar Intercollegiate	 2/25-26/2008	 3	 77-77-76=230	 +14	 t80th/93

Grub Mart-Young Oil Intercollegiate	 3/17-18/2008	 3	 73-77-73=223	 +7	 t6th/62

Mobile Bay Intercollegiate	 3/24-25/2008	 3	 82-74-75=231	 +15	 t41st/73

Middle Tennessee Aldila Intercollegiate	3/31-4/1/2008	 3	 77-78-72=227	 +11	 t37th/62

Bank of America Intercollegiate	 4/7-8/2008	 3	 77-74-81=232	 +16	 t63rd/80

Conference USA Championship	 4/20-22/2008	 3	 76-74-70=220	 +4	 t17th/55

SEASON TOTALS		  32	2382 Avg. 74.4	 +3	 -

Tyler Sparks
Tournament	 Date	 Rounds	 Scores	 Par	 Rank

Memphis Intercollegiate	 10/8-9/2007	 2	 75-70=145	 +1	 t9th/87

Squire Creek Classic	 10/15-16/2007	 3	 81-81-76=238	 +22	 91st/96

Sam Hall Intercollegiate	 11/5-6/2007	 3	 72-78-77=227	 +14	 19th/65

UCF Rio Pinar Intercollegiate	 2/25-26/2008	 3	 74-74-72=220	 +4	 t37th/93

Grub Mart-Young Oil Intercollegiate	 3/17-18/2008	 3	 81-75-78=234	 +18	 t39th/62

Bank of America Intercollegiate	 4/7-8/2008	 3	 75-77-72=224	 +8	 t43rd/80

Conference USA Championship	 4/20-22/2008	 3	 70-78-76=224	 +8	 t32nd/55

SEASON TOTALS		  20	1512 Avg. 75.6	 +4	 -

2007-08 Men’s Golf Results

2008 Conference USA Runners-Up
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Jack Singleton
B
Backlund, Helena; 05-06-

07-08
Black, Emily; 00-01
Black, Mandi; 94-94-96
Bodemann, Jennifer;  

06-07-08
Boyd, Sherry; 92-93
Bradley, Kate; 93-94-95-96
Burns, Kate; 06-07-08

C
Canepa, Marella; 98-99-

00-01

D
Davidsson, Mia; 04-05
Deener, Ashlea; 02-03-

05-06
Dent, Claire; 98-99-00
Doyle, Erin; 97-98-99-00

E
Espejo, Virginia; 07-08

F
Ferro, Maria Jose; 99
Fontana, Monica; 93-94-

95-96

G
Golden, Heather; 06-07-08

H
Holt, Samantha; 06-07-08
Hutnik, Kristin; 96-97-98

J
Jorneskog, Lina; 06
Joubert, Ashley; 08
Judge, Jennifer; 07-08

K
Keefe, Jennifer; 02-03-04-05
Kildea, Eileen; 93-94-95-96
Kristiansson, Johanna; 06

L
Lacoste, Terry-Anne; 97-99
Lopez, Ofelia; 01-02-03-04

M
Mackey, Nicole; 04-05-06
Martino, Toni; 04
McConnel, Megan; 01

N
Nilsson, Rebecka; 06-07-08

P
Phillips, Robyn; 94-95

Q
Quaranto, Brena; 01-02-

03-04

R
Roudebush, Andrea; 97
Roper, Wendy; 94

S
Scott, Erin; 97-98-00
Sims, Jamie; 98-99-00-01
Sprague, Beth; 04-05
Strenge, Kie; 95-96

T
Tolbert, Suzanne, 93-94-95

V
Viladomiu, Clara; 07-08
Vincent, Natasha; 02-03-04

Z
Zorn, Michelle; 01

A
Akins, Bubba; 63-64-65-66
Alvia, John; 61-62
Alzamora, Miguel; 89-90
Applewhite, Billy; 62-63-

64-65
Apyan, Paul; 06-07-08
Atkins, Jonathan; 05-06
Ausherman, Derek; 99

B
Bagby, Norm; 60
Balcke, Grant; 05
Bauer, Tom; 80-81-82
Beightol, Barry; 92
Bethea, John; 50-51
Bishop, Hank; 60
Blackburn, Mark; 99
Blanchard, Mike; 99
Bolle, Chris; 77-78
Borne, Jon; 03
Bounds, Don; 68-69-70
Bowen, Austin; 05-06
Bracewell, Bryon; 66-67
Bradley, Todd; 82
Brown, Stuart; 91-92-93
Budzinski, Terry; 77-78-79
Burkett, Andy; 74
Busby, Mike; 63-64
Butler, James; 62-64-65
Buler, Tom; 61
Byrne, Scotty; 52-53

C
Carmean, Mike; 72
Carpenter, Jimmy; 76-77
Carter, Wes; 06-07-08
Chomyn, Ken; 81-82-83-84
Clark, John, 72
Clark, Mike; 85-86-87
Cleland, Rocky; 06-07-08
Cleveland, Lonnie; 59-60
Cookson, Chris; 78-79-80-81
Cooper, Billy; 55
Cooper, Gary; 74-75-76-77
Couey, Voyed; 87-88-89
Crawford, Jack; 66-67-68

Curtis, Steve; 77
Cutherbertson, Jason; 06

D
Davis, Bud; 58
Dearman, Chris; 92
Dennis, Danny; 03-04-05-

06
Dickson, Bob; 53
Dietrich, Dan; 67
Dixon, Clark; 83
Drane, Dan; 84
Dudley, Matt; 86-87-88
Dzierzanowski, Ray; 68

E
Elliott, Justin; 03-04-05-06
Emil, Justin; 00-01-02-03

F
Ferber, Darcy; 84-85-86
Foxworth, Tommy; 91-92

G
Gallagher, Jack; 53
Gallagher, Michey; 63-64-

65-66
Gallaway, Tag; 78
Garrett, Bruce; 69
George, Alex; 57
Gillis, Chales; 53-54-55-56
Golden, Keller; 75
Gore, Barry; 68-69-70
Greene, Mike; 73-74-75
Grill, Pat; 84

H
Hale, Ricky; 76-77
Hall, Sam; 55-56-57-58
Hannon, Keith; 61-62
Harrell, Michael; 05
Hayes, Robby; 72-73-74-75
Hickman, Ron; 80-81
Hill, Richard; 91-92
Hines, Randall; 73-74-75
Hnatiuk, Glen; 84-86-87-88
Holman, Donny; 97-98-

99-00
Hood, Lewis; 53-54
Howell, Greg; 97-98
Howell, Hugh; 50
Hudson, Rob; 07
Hughes, Kenny; 85
Humpries, Steve; 70-71-72
Hutton, Jeff; 75-76-77

I
Inman, Chris; 93-94
Irwin, Clayton; 78

J
Jackson, Scott; 92
Jacobson, Andy; 01-02
Janneck, Frederick; 06
Jennings, Jeff; 85-87-88
Johnson, Ernest; 50
Johnson, Naret; 95-96-97
Johnson, Steve; 92-93
Jordy, Bruce; 57

K
Kallish, George; 87-88
Kindraft, Craig, 85-86
Kjellenberg, Jim; 76
Knokie, Bob; 73

L
Lee, Bo; 01
Levine, David; 78-79-80-81
Logan, Scott; 76
Love, Stewart; 53-54
Love, Walter; 56-59-60
Lowery, Andy; 98

M
Magee, Bruce; 83-84-85-86
Malinoski, Tim; 69-70
Manning, Kirby; 65
March, Gary; 84-86-87-88
Mateer, Wayne; 66
Maureer, Frank; 77-78-79
May, Scott; 94
McCabe, Tim; 05
McCellan, Oscar; 79-80-81
McConnell, Justin; 98
McMurry, Jason, 99-00
McWilliams, Lome; 82-83
Meadows, Phil; 95-96-97-98
Metz, Todd; 93
Milthrope, Mike; 78-79-

80-81
Mitchell, John; 96
Mitcherson, Jim; 53-54
Montiel, Ken; 62
Morrison, Chris; 83
Moss, Roy; 51
Munson, Shawn; 78-79-

80-81
Murray, Scott; 90-91
Myers, Chuck; 73
Myrick, Joel; 06-07

N
Nickse, Tom; 76-77
Norval, Gary; 69

O
Odom, Vic; 50-51

P
Park, Alex; 06-07-08
Pasch, Jake; 00-01-02
Penn, Mark; 82
Phelps, Joe; 61-62-63-64
Phillips, Carl; 90-92-93
Pitts, Russell; 92-93
Plucienski, Derek; 07-08
Purnell, Frank; 50
Purvis, Schely; 78-79-80

R
Racciatti, Johnny; 85-86
Radd, Bill; 50
Ramey, Kyle; 05-06-07-08
Reed, Lance; 87-88-89
Roberts, Doc; 52
Roby, Jason; 95-96-97
Rogers, Nathan; 99-00
Russ, Chandler; 90-91-92

Rushing, Shane; 02-03
Rutt, Don; 66-67-69-70

S
Sarmiento, Jamie; 87-88-89
Schoenberg, Russ; 58
Shelbourne, Mike; 77
Smith, David; 73-74-75
Smith, David W.; 69-70-

71-72
Smith, Mike; 81-82
Smith, Randy; 75
Smith, Roy; 58-59-60-61
Snellman, Dale; 80-81
Snow Ben; 00-01-03
Soroka, Michael; 02-03-

04-05
Sowards, Steve; 98
Sparks, Tyler; 06-07-08
Speight, Chris; 01-02
Stephenson, Ronnie; 72-73-

74
Stewart, Larry “Bo”; 93-94-

95-96
Stilwell, Scott; 79-80
Stock, Robert; 93-94-95
Stross, Bill; 56-57
Summer, Steve; 88-89-90-91
Sutton, Al; 85-86
Sydboten, Jamie; 82-83

T
Tarling, Ken; 79
Taylor, Dough; 70
Taylor, Jamie; 51-52
Taylor, Will; 03
Thames, Earl; 72-73
Thomas, Steve; 77-78
Trolio, V.J.; 96-97-98

V
Vandergrift, Guy; 70
Vance, Jud; 73-74-75-76
Van Norman, Jim; 73-74-

75-76

W
Wagner, Cliff; 89-90-91
Walker, Jack; 52
Walsh, Richard; 86-87-

89-90
Warfield, Jack; 52
Webb, Charles; 72
Webb, Robbie; 58-59-60-61
Whitten, Buddy; 67
Wilkerson, Royce; 67-68
Williams, Cecil; 51-52-

53-54
Williams, Joe; 65
Wilson, Steve; 91
Wood, Robby; 74-75-76
Woodrick, Gene; 55
Wofford, Matt; 01-02-03

Y
Yandell, Bill; 65-66
Yandell, Gene; 63-64-65-66
Yandell, Tom; 67-68
Yelverton, Tim; 99-00-01-02

All-Time Letterwinners
Women’s

Men’s
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Dr. Martha D. Saunders
President

After completing her first year as presi-
dent of The University of Southern 

Mississippi, Martha Dunagin Saunders is 
poised to lead the university toward its cen-
tennial with an even more determined sense 
of purpose and commitment to scholarship, 
teaching and service.

“I wake up every day with an overpow-
ering sense of urgency to make a positive 
difference at Southern Miss,” said Saunders, 
named the university’s ninth and first 
woman president in 2007.

Under her leadership, the university 
launched a planning initiative last fall that 
engaged a cross-section of students, fac-
ulty, staff, alumni and community leaders 
in dialogues to identify the strengths of the 
university and the aspirations of its people. 
Participants identified four areas of strategic 
focus as keys to creating the university’s 
desired future.

Saunders aims to focus on enhancing the 
national visibility of Southern Miss, strength-
ening relationships with the community, 
creating a healthy campus by embracing 
the tenets of sustainability and enhancing 
academic success through top-flight educa-
tional experiences.

“Success lies in the ability to translate 
vision into action,” says Saunders, who 
intends to outline specifics in these areas 
and develop a planning document with 
help from a 23-member Strategic Planning 
Committee. 

Other initiatives begun during the past 
year include

• An enrollment management planning 
process that goes beyond admissions and 
recruiting to strategically focus and manage 
the university’s enrollment is underway.

• Planning for the new Cross Creek cam-
pus on the Mississippi Gulf Coast has begun. 
The IHL selected the location, and Saunders 
is leading the charge to thoughtfully plan and 
develop the campus to serve the higher edu-
cational needs of Gulf Coast residents;

• A Centennial committee is planning 
events for the university’s 100th anniversary 
celebration that will be observed from 2010 
to 2012. 

Throughout her 30-year career in 
higher education, Dr. Saunders has taught 
thousands of students. Her philosophy 
of education follows three simple guid-
ing principles: know your students, con-
nect them to bigger things and set a good 
example.

A native of Hattiesburg, Miss., and 
a Southern Miss alum, Saunders tells 
students that much of what she remem-
bers from being a student herself at the 
university is still true today – the family 
atmosphere, educational excellence and 
freedom to be yourself.  

Saunders challenges the students to 
“ride all the rides” – do everything that’s 
available to you as a student; and that “it 
doesn’t count unless you finish, so plan to 
graduate!”

Dr. Saunders came to Southern Miss 
from Wisconsin-Whitewater, where she 
served as chancellor. During her tenure, 
she brought the campus together with a 

widely inclusive strategic planning pro-
cess; hosted a successful Higher Learning 
Commission re-accreditation review; and 
finalized plans for major building projects 
totaling $110 million, including a new 
University Center and a new building for 
the College of Business and Economics. 

Prior to her appointment at Wisconsin-
Whitewater, she was vice president 
for academic affairs at Columbus State 
University in Columbus, Ga., where she 
was on the leadership team for a success-
ful $100 million capital campaign, and 
developed several initiatives to increase 
student enrollment and to recruit and 
retain outstanding faculty and staff. 

She previously held the position of dean 
of the College of Arts and Sciences at the 
University of West Florida, where she was 
director of the University Honors Program.

Dr. Saunders’ training and experi-
ence in the field of communication led 
to numerous publications on crisis com-
munication and public relations; widely 
anthologized published speeches; and 
the Public Relations Society of America’s 
highest national award for the “Just 2 It!” 
public safety communication campaign.

“Build trust, build a team and build a 
campus” is the mantra Dr. Saunders brings 
to her presidency. “Trust-building is very 
important, and team-building is right on 
its heels,” she states. 

The President
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Richard Giannini
Director of Athletics/Chairman and 

Chief Executive Officer of the  
Southern Miss Athletic Foundation

Since Richard Giannini was named Director of 
Athletics in 1999, his vision, leadership and 

unwavering work ethic has transformed the face 
and landscape of Southern Miss athletics that will 
have lasting effects for years to come.

In fact, to see the impact he has made on 
Golden Eagle Athletics, one need only look at all 
the improvements that have been made during 
his tenure, especially in the areas of academics, 
facilities, athletic achievement and increased 
revenue.

A tireless and innovative administrator, Giannini 
brought outstanding intercollegiate athletic experi-
ence to Hattiesburg, including five years as director 
of athletics at one of Southern Miss’ longtime inter-
state rivals, Louisiana-Monroe.

While working for the NCAA in the mid-1970s, 
Giannini’s responsibilities included serving as 
executive producer of the ABC Football Highlight 
Shows, as well as NCAA Tournament basketball 
games not aired by NBC. He also arranged and 
produced the first national telecast of the College 
Baseball World Series for HBO, and produced 
numerous conference football highlight films. He 
was also director of licensing for the NCAA.

He served as assistant sports information direc-
tor at Florida (his alma mater) from 1966 to 1970, 
was sports information director at Duke from 1970 
to 1973, became assistant athletics director at Duke 
in 1974, and, after working for the NCAA in 1976 
and 1977, returned to Florida as senior associate 
athletics director to oversee external affairs.

He left Florida in 1986 to enter the private sec-
tor, taking over as CEO and co-owner of Raycom 
Management Group in Charlotte, N.C., a subsidiary 
of Raycom Sports, where he developed numerous 
sporting events, including the Blockbuster Bowl, the 
most successful first-year bowl in NCAA history.

Giannini’s successes have not gone unnoticed. 
He was inducted into the University of Florida’s 
College of Health and Human Performance Hall of 
Fame in March of 2004 and the Saint Leo University 
Athletics Hall of Fame in February of 2005. The 
Golden Eagle athletics director was a track athlete, 
competing in the weight events, at Furman; and 
graduated from the University of Florida in 1966.

He serves on several Conference USA commit-
tees, was chairman of the C-USA football athletic 
director’s committee in 2001-02 and currently 
serves as the chairman of the Football  Committee 
and also is on the Scheduling, Finance and 
Strategic Planning Committees. Giannini recently 
completed a term on the NCAA Football Issues 
Committee and is in the fourth year of a four-year 
term as a member of the NCAA Championships 
Cabinet. He also is in the fourth year on the 
NCAA postseason football licensing committee, 
which governs all bowl games, and currently 
serves as its chairman. He also represents C-USA 
Athletics Directors at BCS meetings.

Giannini and his wife, Gayle, are parents of four 
daughters–Ansley Stone, Brittney Borbash, Carlyn 
Linker, and DeLancey, and grandparents of Tori, 
Parker, Sara, Kelsey, Ryleigh, and Kyle.

During Giannini’s Tenure  
• The Graduation Rates and Academic Progress 

Rates of USM student-athletes have been recog-
nized as one of the best in the nation. Last year, 
the NCAA graduation success rate for all athletes 
was 83 percent, football was 81 percent and men’s 
basketball 82 percent. The APR rate continues to 
improve with each of the University’s 16 athletic 
programs and baseball was public recognized by 
the NCAA as having a Top 10 percent ranking in 
APR among Division I programs. 

• The football team was honored by the 
American Football Coaches Association (AFCA) for 
having a graduation rate of 90 percent or better in 
2006. The program also has been honored for four 
of the past six years for having a graduation rate of 
70 percent or better.

• Southern Miss has had 14 ESPN The 
Magazine Academic All-Americans, 17 Conference 
USA Scholar Athletes of the Year, 192 Conference 
USA Academic Medalists (3.75 GPA or higher) and 
694 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (3.0 or better), 
including 111 for the 2007-08 year. 

• Established the Southern Miss Athletic 
Foundation and has spearheaded efforts to raise 
more than $60 million in property, cash and 
endowments with the addition of pledges and suite 
leases totaling near $100 million raised in the last 
nine years, including the development of the Circle 
of Champions program, which currently has over 

120 members, who each committed $100,000.
• Introduced and implemented a new athletic 

department logo in 2003, which has tripled the 
amount of licensing revenue for the department.

• Increased the amount of endowed scholarships 
to over 85, worth a total of $3.8 million, and raised 
the athletic giving from $750,000 to an excess of $5 
million annually through the Athletic Foundation.

• Orchestrated and renegotiated a multi-media 
rights agreement with ISP Sports, a national Sports 
Marketing Firm, which guarantees the University a 
sizeable rights fee and has reduced its expenses by 
almost $250,000.

• Since 1999, he has overseen over $60 mil-
lion worth of new athletic facilities or renovations 
to current ones. 

• He is currently overseeing a $50 million 
facility upgrade, which includes renovation and 
expansion projects at M. M. Roberts Stadium 
and Reed Green Coliseum. A new state-of-the-art 
high definition scoreboard was added to Roberts 
Stadium for the 2007 season.

• A new baseball press box and 12 luxury 
suites were completed at Pete Taylor Park in 2008. 

• The Athletic Center, an $11 million edifice 
which replaced an aging Fairchild Fieldhouse, was 
erected and has been in use since 2002. 

• The Rogers, Thames and Welch Baseball 
Center at Pete Taylor Park was completed in 2002.

• A new women’s softball facility has been 
in use for the past seven seasons. Additions and 
improvements will begin on December of 2008.

• Construction on a new $4.2 tennis complex 
began in June of 2008.

• A new artificial turf system, Momentum Turf 
by SportExe, was installed on Carlisle-Faulkner 
Field in Roberts Stadium in 2004.

• A new lighting system was installed at Roberts 
Stadium to meet the lighting requirements so the 
football games can be televised.

• The Golden Eagles have been the only 
Conference USA program to have won champion-
ships in the sports of football (1996, 1997, 1999 and 
2003), men’s basketball (2001) and baseball (2003).

• The football team won the Conference USA 
championship in 1999 and 2003 and has partici-
pated in a postseason bowl game in every year but 
one during his tenure at Southern Miss. Various 
players have earned 44 All-American honors.

• The baseball team has enjoyed the best 
six-year period in the program’s history, making 
six-straight appearances in the NCAA Tournament 
and hosting the 2003 Hattiesburg Regional. Various 
players have earned 27 All-American honors.

• The softball team participated in three NCAA 
Tournaments and advanced to the 2000 Women’s 
College World Series, finishing fourth in the nation. 

Director of Athletics
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Senior Administrative Staff
Scott Carr 
Deputy Director of Athletics/External Affairs 

Responsibilities: Carr 
oversees the external 
affairs of the athlet-
ics department, as well 
as serving as the sport 
administrator for baseball. 
He has direct supervi-
sion of the marketing and 
promotions department, 

ticket operations, media relations, broadcasting, 
community relations and the athletic depart-
ment’s licensing program. He works closely 
with the Eagle Club, assisting Associate Director 
of Athletics/Executive Director Dick Vogel in 
the continued development of the department’s 
annual giving efforts. Carr also serves as the 
department’s liaison with corporate sales (ISP) 
and the Hattiesburg community. 

Joined Southern Miss Staff: 2001
Record at Southern Miss: Deputy Director of 

Athletics, External Affairs (2006-present); Associate 
Director of Athletics, External Affairs (2003-06); 
Assistant Director of Athletics for External Affairs 
(2002); Assistant Director of Athletics, Facilities 
and Event Management (2001-2002)

Prior to Southern Miss: Served in various capac-
ities with the FedEx Orange Bowl (1997-2001); 
Graduate Assistant Equipment Manager at Florida 
(1995-97)

Education: Florida, 1997 (master’s); Florida, 
1995 (bachelor’s)

Jason Gray
Senior Associate Director of Athletics/
Compliance and Student Services

Responsibilities: Gray 
supervises all services as 
they relate to the student-
athlete, including the Student 
Academic Enhancement 
Program, Life Skills, Strength 
and Conditioning, and Sports 
Medicine. In addition, he 
oversees C-USA and NCAA 

Compliance, life skills programs, student-athlete 
financial aid, the NCAA certification process, eli-
gibility, NCAA special assistance funds, and the 
department’s graduate assistants. In addition, he 
serves as administrator of the spirit squads.

Joined Southern Miss Staff: 2007
Record at Southern Miss: Senior Associate 

Director of Athletics, Compliance and Student 
Services (2007-present)

Prior to Southern Miss: Assistant Athletic Director 
for Compliance at Rice (2000-07); Assistant Director 
of Compliance at Baylor (1998-2000); Compliance 
Intern at Louisiana State (1997-98); Compliance 

Graduate Assistant at West Virginia (1996-97)
Education: West Virginia, 1997 (master’s); 

Southern Miss, 1996 (bachelor’s)

Diane Stark
Senior Associate Director of Athletics/
Internal Affairs

Responsibilities: Stark 
serves as the department’s 
chief operating officer 
and chief financial officer. 
She has direct oversight 
and provides leadership 
in the areas of budget and 
finance, policies and pro-
cedures, facilities, event 

management, personnel and human resources, 
athletic equipment and property accounting, 
sports video, oversees athletic department secre-
taries, athletic camps and risk management. 

Joined Southern Miss Staff: 2006
Record at Southern Miss: Senior Associate 

Director of Athletics, Internal Affairs 
(2006-present)

Prior to Southern Miss: Owner of Frames Etc., 
Etc. (2003-06); Associate Registrar at Louisiana-
Monroe (2001-03); Associate Director of Athletics 
at Louisiana-Monroe (1994-01); Director of 
Marketing, Media and Public Relations at GNI 
Sports, Inc. (1991-94); Director of Scheduling and 
Commercial Traffic at Creative Sports Marketing 
(1989-91); Assistant to the Executive Director 
at the FedEx Orange Bowl (1987-89); Assistant 
to the Commissioner at the Metro Athletic 
Conference (1983-87); Assistant to Track and 
Baseball Coaches and University Fundraising 
Groups (1970-83).

Education: Nebraska, 1983 (bachelor’s)

Sonya Varnell
Senior Associate Director of Athletics/ 
Olympic Sports/Senior Woman Administrator

Responsibilities: Varnell 
provides oversight of 13 of 
the department’s 16 intercol-
legiate sport programs, which 
includes complete manage-
ment of the sport, including 
business and finance, facility 
development and fundraising. 
She also directs and monitors 

the department’s gender and minority equity plans, as 
well as coordinates fund raising efforts for the women’s 
sport programs. Her other areas of responsibility 
include coordinating the department’s performance 
evaluations and monitoring the hiring practice of the 
athletics department and provide diversity training 
workshops for the athletics staff.

Joined Southern Miss Staff: 1999 

Record at Southern Miss: Senior Associate 
Director of Athletics (2005-present) and Senior 
Woman Administrator (1999-present); Associate 
Director of Athletics, Olympic Sports (1999-2005)

Prior to Southern Miss: Business Manager 
for Varnell Construction (1998-99); Alexander 
von Humboldt Foundation Bundeskanzler 
Scholar (1997-98); Coordinator of Multicultural 
Programs for Athletics at Nebraska (1993-97); 
Compliance and Academic Affairs Assistant for 
the Southeastern Conference (1991-93); Graduate 
Assistant Track and Field Coach at Ole Miss 
(1989-1991)

Playing Experience: Four year track and field 
letterwinner at Ole Miss (1986-89); SEC All-
Academic Team (1988)

Education: Ole Miss, 1991 (master’s); Ole Miss, 
1989 (bachelor’s)

Dr. Dennis Phillips
Faculty Athletics Representative

Responsibilities: 
Provides input to the athlet-
ics department in relation 
to budgetary matters, policy 
and governance and com-
pliance, also serves as the 
voice of the faculty on all 
matters relating to intercol-
legiate athletics.

Joined Southern Miss Athletics: 2003
Joined University: 1992
Record at Southern Miss: Graduate 

Coordinator of the School of Human Performance 
and Recreation (1999-present); Tenured Associate 
Professor, School of Human Performance and 
Recreation (1992-present)

Prior to Southern Miss: Coordination of 
Solicitation for the Volleyball Hall of Fame 
(1990-91); Assistant Director of Athletics at 
Springfield College (1987-90); Basketball 
Administrator at Southwest Baptist University 
(1978-87); Tenured Assistant Professor of Health, 
Physical Education at Southwest Baptist University 
(1978-87); Admission Counselor, Director of 
Intramurals and Physical Education teacher 
at Mount Marty College (1976-78); Physical 
Education and History teacher (1973-75). 

Education: Springfield College, 1990 (doctor-
ate); Whitworth College, 1976 (master’s); Pacific 
Lutheran, 1973 (bachelor’s)

Bernard Reed Green	 1949-73

Roland Dale	 1973-86

Bill McClellan	 1986-99

Richard Giannini	 1999-present

Golden Eagle Directors of Athletics 
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Athletic Foundation

The mission of The University of 
Southern Mississippi Eagle Club is to 

provide deserving student-athletes a means 
to obtain a quality education while exhibit-
ing their athletic talents. The Eagle Club 
provides its members the opportunity to 
contribute to the success of the University, 
both on and off the field of competition.

Eagle Club members know they have 
done their part to enhance the lives of stu-
dents and to advance the interests of The 
University of Southern Mississippi. More 
than 300 students in 16 different sports 
receive some type of benefit from athletic 
scholarships at Southern Miss.

In order to give these individuals a 
chance to realize their dreams, the scholar-
ships must be funded. The current cost for 
these scholarships totals $3.6 million annu-
ally. Loyal alumni, parents, faculty, staff, stu-
dents and friends of the University join the 
membership of the Eagle Club in an effort to 
offset these costs.

This, in turn, allows the Department of 
Athletics to disburse its income to other 
needed areas, which further enhances the 
success of Southern Miss as a whole.

The Eagle Club has been contributing to 
this effort for over 20 years. During that time, 
athletic scholarship recipients have gone 
on to greatness in professional sports and in 
medicine, law, education, business, the arts, 
sciences and the humanities. Without the sup-
port of the Eagle Club members, the education 
of more than 4,000 students over the last two 
decades would not have been possible.

The Eagle Club has already raised in 
excess of $2.0 million in 2008, and con-
tinues to strive to meet its scholarship 
requirement of almost $4 million. With 
Conference USA getting stronger each year, 
the Eagle Club wants to give the Golden 
Eagles every opportunity to be successful 
on the field of competition.

Athletics is an efficient avenue in which 

to bring national attention to the University, 
and the Eagle Club is part of that effort at 
Southern Miss. All Eagle Club members know 
100 percent of their donation is going to assist 
a deserving student-athlete. They also know 
that giving to the University offers a sense of 
gratification, knowing that they helped move 
Southern Miss in a positive direction.

During the last 10 years, athletic giving 
has grown tremendously. Total giving has 
jumped from $750,000 to an excess of $5 
million annually. While Eagle Club giving 
has more than doubled, the overall endow-
ments have grown as well, as the Eagle Club 
currently has over 85 endowments, valuing 
close to $3.8 million.

The Eagle Club is an integral part of the 
Southern Miss Department of Athletics. 
The staff is headed by Richard Giannini, 
Director of Athletics and Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Southern Miss 
Athletic Foundation. He is assisted by Dick 
Vogel, Associate Director of Athletics and 
Executive Director of the Eagle Club, who 
oversees all of the daily operations and fund 
raising. Vogel is in his 11th year on the 

Eagle Club staff, serving as a field represen-
tative the first three years and then Associate 
irector for a year, before becoming the 
Executive Director in the fall of 2000.

Former Southern Miss All-American 
quarterback Reggie Collier serves as the 
Coordinator of Athletic Development 
and Community Relations, while Christi 
Holloway is the Chief Financial Officer 
for the Southern Miss Athletic Foundation. 
John Miller, Associate Director of Athletics 
for Major Gifts, Vickey DeLancey, office 
manager, and Emily Dykes, office secretary, 
handle all the day-to-day administrative 
functions. Additionally, graduate assistants 
Lyndsey Castleman and Jessica Duemig help 
with the daily operation of the Eagle Club.

For more information on the Eagle Club, 
please write, call or e-mail the following:
Eagle Club
The University of Southern Mississippi
118 College Drive, #15458
Hattiesburg, MS 39404
Telephone: 601-266-5299
E-mail: eagle.club@usm.edu
richard.vogel@usm.edu

Richard Giannini
Director of Athletics/

Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Southern Miss 

Athletic Foundation

Dick Vogel
Associate Director of 
Athletics/ Executive 

Director 
of the Eagle Club

Christi Holloway
Chief Financial Officer

Reggie Collier
Coordinator of Athletic 

Development and 
Community Relations

John Miller
Associate Director of 
Athletics/Major Gifts

Vickey 
DeLancey
Office Manager

Emily Dykes
Office Secretary

2008-09 Athletic Foundation
Seated (Left to Right): H. David “Doc” Roberts, Bobby Dews, Dr. Dennis Phillips, Nick Welch, Wayne Adkison, Mike Landrum,  
Spencer Adams, Richard C. Giannini, Col. Tyler Fletcher, Paul H. “Bud” Holmes.

Second Row (Left to Right): Krandall Howell, Dr. Shelby Thames, Christi Holloway, Paige Holloway, Paige Howell, Bob Mixon,  
Mack Grubbs, Sharon Herrin, Larry Payne, Dickie Dunnaway, Richard Johnston, Dick Simmons, Becky Sappington, Joe Best.

Back Row (Left to Right): Dr. David Wolf, Jerome Harless, Dr. Mike Molleston, Ron Graham, Mickey Hudson, David Rimes, Joe Bryant, 
Steve Moore, Hon. James H.C. Thomas, Charlie Sutherland.

Not pictured: Dr. Martha Saunder, University President, Aubrey Collum, Gene Carlisle, Jim Payne, Bill Ward, Bob Pierce, Pat Ferlise,  
Dr. Doug Rouse, Vic Roberts, Clarence Weatherspoon, Ray Sims.
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Team C-USA: Dedicated to Excellence

Welcome to Conference USA, home to 12 
nationally prominent, tradition-rich members in East 
Carolina, Houston, Marshall, Memphis, Rice, SMU, 
Southern Miss, Tulane, Tulsa, UAB, UCF and UTEP.  
This combination enhances men’s and women’s 
programs that are steeped in athletic success and aca-
demic prowess.  Together, we are committed to excel-
lence, integrity and leadership in athletics, academics 
and in our communities.  Dedication to excellence is 
a common thread for C-USA and the guiding initiative 
for the league’s promising future.

All C-USA institutions sponsor Division I-A foot-
ball, along with several other men’s and women’s 
athletic programs, many of which compete regularly 
for NCAA Championships.  C-USA sponsors competi-
tion in 19 sports - nine for men (baseball, basketball, 
cross country, football, golf, soccer, tennis and indoor 
and outdoor track and field) and 10 for women (bas-
ketball, cross country, golf, softball, soccer, swimming 
and diving, tennis, indoor and outdoor track and field 
and volleyball).

The league sponsors numerous academic awards, 
including the Commissioner’s Honor Roll and the 
Commissioner’s Academic Medal, indicative of out-
standing achievement in the classroom.  C-USA annu-
ally awards six postgraduate scholarships, along with 
the Sport Academic Award, Scholar Athletes of the Year 
and the Institutional Academic Excellence Award.

Success on the Playing Field
Conference USA performers have achieved great 

success in competition, placing the league among the 
top conferences in the nation.  

Football
•	Rated among the top seven conferences in the nation
• 44 teams have earned bowl bids 
• Member of the Bowl Championship Series
• Bowl tie-ins with the AutoZone Liberty Bowl, .........
	 GMAC Bowl, Bell Helicopter Armed Forces Bowl, .
	 Papajohns.com Bowl, R+L Carriers New Orleans ...
	 Bowl, Sheraton Hawai’i Bowl and Texas Bowl.

Men’s Basketball
•	Consistently rated as one of the top basketball
	 leagues in the country
• 	75 postseason teams (42 NCAA and 33 NIT)
•	Three Final Four teams
• Seven Elite Eight NCAA Tournament teams
•	One NIT Champion and four NIT semifinalists

Women’s Basketball
•	42 NCAA Tournament appearances
• 29 WNIT appearances
•	One team in the NCAA Sweet 16
•	Two WNIT semifinalists
Baseball
•	39 NCAA appearances
•	Four College World Series appearances in 
	 2007, 2006, 2005 and 2001
•	Nine Super Regional appearances
•	Has produced at least four NCAA teams in each of .
	 the last six seasons

In addition, 29 volleyball teams, 43 men’s and 
women’s soccer teams and 21 softball teams have 
earned NCAA Tournament bids.  C-USA has sent three 
men’s soccer teams to the NCAA College Cup, five 
softball teams to the Women’s College World Series 
and three volleyball teams to the Sweet 16.  The league 
has also had three national champions in NCAA track 
and field competition, one national champion in diving 
and numerous NCAA individual and team competitors 
in cross country, golf, swimming, tennis and track and 
field.  Overall, Conference USA teams and individuals 
have made more than 500 NCAA appearances. 

Success Off the Field
C-USA institutions are among the nation’s best in 

academic performance among student-athletes, bolstered 
by the fact that student-athletes at league schools have a 
higher graduation rate than the general student popula-
tion.  Among C-USA’s 5,000 student-athletes, there are 
champions off the playing field as well.  In 12 years, 105 
student-athletes earned national ESPN The Magazine 
Academic All-America honors, while 338 were named 

All-District. In addition, more than 13,000 student-
athletes have been named to the Commissioner’s Honor 
Roll or received the Commissioner’s Academic Medal, 
indicative of outstanding achievement in the classroom.

C-USA on TV
C-USA institutions are among the nation’s best in 

aC-USA enjoys significant television exposure through 
its partnerships with ESPN Inc. and CBS College Sports 
Television Networks (formerly CSTV).  The league 
entered into long-term agreements with both ESPN and 
CBS College Sports, which, combined, provides C-USA 
with significant national and regional exposure for 
football, men’s and women’s basketball, and all other 
conference sports.  Additionally, the CBS College Sports 
agreement includes video-on-demand, Internet, broad-
band, national over-the-air and satellite radio, and wire-
less distribution as well as corporate marketing rights, 
and website production through CSTV.com, part of CBS 
College Sports.  The agreement with ESPN extends the 
conference’s current regular season football package 
to include the broadcast of the conference’s Football 
Championship Game.  It also encompasses distribution 
of men’s basketball and women’s basketball on ESPN/
ESPN2 and both tournament championship games.
C-USA in the Community

The conference’s footprint is concentrated with 12 
members in nine states and a combined area popula-
tion of nearly 17 million.  More than 1.1 million living 
alumni represent C-USA schools across the nation.  
With a renewed commitment to community involve-
ment, the conference has begun development of sev-
eral initiatives to maintain strong ties in C-USA cities, 
as well as with fans and alumni across the country.  
C-USA schools also place a priority on giving back 
to their communities through volunteer service with 
local and national organizations.

Governance
Along with the ACC, Big East, Big Ten, Big 12, 

Pac-10 and SEC, Conference USA is one of the seven 
conferences having significant representation in the 
NCAA governance structure.  The Presidents of the 

Conference USA

Britton  
Banowsky

Commissioner

Judy  
MacLeod
Exec. Associate 

Commissioner

Alfred  
White
Associate 

Commissioner

Kelly  
Carney

Associate 

Commissioner

Russ  
Anderson

Assistant 

Commissioner

Catrina  
Gibson

Assistant 

Commissioner

Courtney 
Morrison-

Archer
Assistant 

Commissioner

Chris  
Woolard
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Commissioner

Rob 
Phillippi

Assistant 

Commissioner

Conference Administration
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member institutions serve as the league’s Board of 
Directors.  R. Gerald Turner of SMU currently serves 
as chair of the Board.

 
A Proud History; A Promising Future

Conference USA was formed in 1995 and quickly 
emerged as one of the nation’s top conferences. The 
conference unveiled its name, logo and commis-
sioner on April 24, 1995 in Chicago.  The league’s 
charter members included Charlotte, Cincinnati, 
DePaul, Houston, Louisville, Marquette, Memphis, 
Saint Louis, Southern Miss, Tulane, UAB and USF.  
Eleven of the institutions began athletic participation 
in 1995, while Houston joined competition in the 
fall of 1996.  

The league’s headquarters were established in 
Chicago and after nine years, relocated to the current 
office in Irving, Texas.  Britton Banowsky was named 
Commissioner in October 2002, succeeding Mike Slive, 
the league’s first commissioner.  

C-USA added East Carolina (September, 1996) and 
the United States Military Academy (March, 1997) as 
football members.  ECU began league competition in 
1997; Army in 1998 and UAB began football play in 
1999.  The league added TCU and ECU (1999) for all 
sports and they began competition in 2001.  USF started 
C-USA football in 2003.

After celebrating its 10th Anniversary during the 
2004-05 season, C-USA began a new chapter in 2005-
06 when its current membership came together to form 
the new look of the league.  

Since its formation, C-USA has established a strong 
foundation, an identity and a history that reflects the 
league’s national presence.  Twelve years of remarkable 
history has reinforced the league’s position in collegiate 
athletics, setting the course for the next decade and 
beyond.

Conference USA

Butterfield Trail Golf Club, El Paso, Texas • Par 72, 6,294 yards • April 14-16

Team Standings
Place	 School 	 1st 	 2nd 	 3rd 	 Total
	 1 	 Tulsa	 304	 297	 303	 904
	 2 	 East Carolina	 303	 305	 314	 922
	 3 	 SMU	 308	 310	 314	 932	
	 4	 UCF	 303	 314	 328	 945	
	 5	 Memphis	 309	 318	 324	 951
	 6 	 UTEP	 303	 321	 329	 953
	 7 	 Southern Miss	 301	 331	 322	 954
	 8	 UAB	 306	 321	 334	 961
	 9 	 Marshall	 316	 338	 339	 993

Individual Standings - Top 20 Finishers
Place 	 Player, School 	 1st 	 2nd 	 3rd 	 Total
	 1 	 Woeri Shin, TLS	 76	 71	 73	 220
	T2 	 Alexa Porter, MEM	 73	 78	 75	 226
		  Leisl Hasbrouck, TLS	 72	 77	 77	 226
	T4	 Michaela Cavener, TLS	 75	 77	 75	 227
	  	 Abby Bools, ECU	 73	 74	 80	 227	
	 6	 Lacey Jones, SMU	 74	 78	 77	 229
	T7	 Paige Martin, SMU	 78	 79	 73	 230
	  	 Jaime Brabb, UAB	 72	 76	 82	 230
		  Amber Littman, ECU	 75	 78	 77	 230	
	10	 Emelie Lind, ECU	 79	 73	 81	 233
	T11	 Virginia Espejo, USM	 75	 82	 77	 234

	 Tara Goedeken, TLS	 81	 72	 81	 234
		  Jessy Tang, UCF	 74	 78	 82	 234
	T14 	 Tia Gannon, SMU	 78	 77	 80	 235

	Mayule Tomimbang, UCF	 77	 77	 81	 235
	T16 	 Rebecka Nilsson, USM	 76	 81	 79	 236
		  Rachel Larson, MEM	 78	 71	 87	 236	
	18	 Ana Maria Puche, ECU	 77	 80	 80	 237
	T19	 Liz Sobczak, UTEP	 76	 79	 83	 238

	 Colleen Estes, ECU	 78	 83	 77	 238
	 Leigh Crosby, UCF	 77	 78	 83	 238

2008 Women’s Championship Results

Texarkana Country Club, Texarkana, Ark. • Par 72, 6,935 yards • April 20-22

Team Standings
Place	 School 	 1st 	 2nd 	 3rd 	 Total
	 1 	 UAB	 283	 291	 283	 857
	 2 	 Southern Miss	 296	 288	 292	 866
	 3 	 Memphis	 277	 291	 300	 868
	 4 	 SMU 	 295	 286	 292	 873
	 5 	 Tulsa	 291	 297	 288	 876
	 6 	 Houston	 282	 290	 305	 877
	 7 	 East Carolina	 290	 300	 290	 879
	 8	 UTEP 	 297	 294	 294	 885
	 9 	 UCF	 287	 302	 299	 888
	10 	 Marshall	 307	 292	 300	 899
	11 	 Rice 	 293	 299	 310	 902

Individual Standings - Top 20 Finishers
Place 	 Player, School 	 1st 	 2nd 	 3rd 	 Total
	 1 	 Zach Sucher, UAB	 68	 66	 73	 207
	 2 	 Brad Smith, UAB	 68	 75	 66	 209
	T3	 Paul Apyan, USM	 68	 69	 73	 210
		  Rob Laird, TLS	 71	 68	 71	 210
	 5 	 Robbie Greenwell, MEM	 68	 73	 72	 213
	T6 	 Nicolas Geyger, TLS	 73	 74	 69	 216
		  Andre Thorsen, ECU	 72	 72	 72	 216
	T8 	 Brandon Bunn, MEM	 70	 72	 75	 217
		  Kyle Cobb, UCF	 71	 71	 75	 217
	  	 Dan Kleckner, SMU	 73	 71	 73	 217
		  Roger Sloan, UTEP	 74	 70	 73	 217
	  	 Ben Tewes, SMU	 73	 69	 75	 217
	13	 Ben Moser, HOU	 72	 71	 75	 218
	T14 	 Tanner  Briele, ECU	 71	 77	 71	 219
		  Kelly Kraft, SMU	 74	 73	 72	 219
	  	 Ian Rochester, MEM	 68	 73	 78	 219
	T17	 Kyle Kelley, RICE	 73	 74	 73	 220
		  James Minahan, SMU	 75	 73	 72	 220
		  Kyle Ramey, USM	 76	 74	 70	 220
		  Mike Stern, UCF	 73	 76	 71	 220
	 Warren Straub, ECU	 74	 75	 71	 220

2008 Men’s Championship Results


