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2024 SCHEDULE

GAME 47 ¢ FriDAY, MAY 17
Lovr’s FIELD
8:00 r.M. EST eNormMaN, OK

Q
S
o HorizoN LEAGUE: 14-10
~ NoON-LEAGUE: 8-14 as)
l HOME: 7_6 — = 2024 DIVISION I
= Away/ NEUTRAL: 15-18 CLEVELAND STATE SOFTBALL No. 2 OKLAHOMA
= 22-24 (14-10 HL) CHAMPIONSHIP 49-6 (22-5 BiG 12)
Game Information
All-Time vs. Oklahoma: ........ccccccoocvriiinininiiciccee First Meeting
Last MEEtng: .........cccouiuiiiiiiiiiiiiicc e N/A
THCKELS: .-ttt eeneen soonersports.com
TV ettt sttt ettt ESPNU
Play-By-Play: .........cccccoonmriiiniccn Roy Philpott, Jennie Ritter
The Head Coaches
Cleveland State:..........ccccoeevevvecreierenene. Amy Kyler (Cleveland State, ‘97)
...................................................................................................... Sixth Season
Oklahoma: .........ccccoovvimriiiciciniicnnes Patty Gasso (Long Beach State ‘84)
....................................................................................................... 30th Season
SETTING THE SCENE

The Cleveland State Softball team earned a berth in the NCAA Norman Regional,
the third appearance for the program in the NCAA Tournament. The Vikings won
the Horizon League Tournament this past weekend with a victory over Northern
Kentucky. Cleveland State is making its first tournament appearance since 2009. The
Vikings will take on the Oklahoma Sooners in the opening round of the regional.
Oklahoma is the no. 2 national seed and has won seven national championships,
including the last three in a row.

THE CLEVELAND STATE/OKLAHOMA SERIES
Friday’s game marks the first ever meeting between Cleveland State and Oklahoma.
The Sooners are playing a team from the Horizon League for the first time this season.

CLEVELAND STATE EARNS HORIZON LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP WITH WIN
OVER NKU

Cleveland State defeated Northern Kentucky on Sunday in the second game of the
day to win the Horizon League Championship for the first time in 15 years. The
Vikings won the winner’s bracket and needed one victory on the final day of the
tournament to clinch the tournament title. Cleveland State won 6-1 thanks to a five-
run fifth inning which featured clutch hits from Brooke Albaugh with a two-RBI
triple and Tournament MVP Melissa Holzopfel who provided a two-run home run
that capped the rally. The Vikings fell in the first game of the day 5-4 as a late NKU
run in the seventh inning pushed the Norse to victory. Cleveland State had runners
at second and third in the bottom of the seventh but could not push a run across,
forcing the deciding second game of the championship final.

SPORTS INFORMATION CLEVELAND STATE IN THE NCAA TOURNAMENT

: o Cleveland State has appeared in the NCAA Tournament twice in prior years in

e e e program history. The Vikings last appeared in the tournament in 2009. Cleveland

Office: 216-687-5115 State fell to Notre Dame and Miami(OH) in the regional round. The first tournament

: 019 appearance for the program came in 1997. That year the Vikings fell to Michigan

e GOy ely and Michigan State in the regional round. Cleveland State has yet to win an NCAA
Tournament game in the history of the program.

_N\W\ ____ OKLAHOMAIMAY17,2024

Email: m.s.kearney@csuohio.edu
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FIVE STUDENT-ATHLETES NAMED TO #HLSB ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM
Cleveland State was well-represented on the Horizon League Softball All-Tourna-
ment Team. Brooke Albaugh, Becky Hurosky, Kylie Gorsuch, and Kiera Frascone
all earned spots on the team, with Melissa Holzopfel taking home Tournament
MVP honors. Albaugh led the way offensively for the Vikings in the tournament
hitting .389 with seven hits, three of which went for extra bases, and four RBI.
Frascone finished the tournament with a .375 average collecting six hits and re-
cording at least one hit in every game of the tournament. Gorsuch hit .333 with
two doubles and one RBI, and was the anchor for CSU behind the plate. Hurosky
hit .294 with five hits and led the team with six RBI, including the game-winning
hit in the Vikings’ 12-inning win over no. 2 seed Oakland on Friday.

HOLZOPFEL WINS #HLSB TOURNAMENT MVP AWARD

Melissa Holzopfel was named the 2024 Horizon League Softball Tournament MVP
after a standout performance in the pitching circle and at the plate for Cleveland
State. The junior pitched all 40 innings of the tournament for CSU, allowing just
five earned runs for a 1.12 ERA. She totaled 35 strikeouts against just 12 walks
and opponents batted .200 aganst her for the week. Holzopfel was also strong at
the plate throughout the tournament hitting .294 with five hits including a home
run and four RBL

FOUR STUDENT-ATHLETES NAMED TO #HLSB ALI-LEAGUE TEAMS
Cleveland State was well represented on the Horizon League Postseason all-league
teams. Melissa Holzopfel and Brooke Albaugh were named to the first team
with Becky Hurosky and Emma Gilkerson named to the second team. Holzopfel
became the first player in league history to be named to the first team as both a
pitcher and a position player. Albaugh batted .402 in league play which was the
eighth-best average among eligible players. Hurosky batted .385 and Gilkerson
hit .391 to land on the second team.

DEANG AND ALBAUGH NAMED TO #HLSB ALL-ACADEMIC TEAM

Jenna Deang and Brooke Albaugh were named to the Horizon League Softball
All-Academic team. They represent two of 15 student-athletes honored by the
Horizon League for their efforts in the classroom and on the field. Deang earns
All-Academic recognition for the third consecutive year. She carries a3.9 GPA as a
Marketing major and was recently named the Valedictorian for Cleveland State’s
Monte Ahuja College of Business. Albaugh earns All-Academic recognition for
the first time as she holds a 3.97 GPA as a Health Science Pre-PA major.

UP NEXT

The NCAA Norman Regional continues on Saturday with three games scheduled.
The winners of the first round games between Cleveland State and Oklahoma as
well as Oregon and Boston University will meet in the winner’s bracket game on
Saturday at 3:00 p.m. EST. The two losing teams will play an elimination game
at 5:30 p.m. EST. The third and final game on Saturday will pit the loser of the
winner’s bracket game against the winner of the elimination game. The winner
of the final game advances to Sunday’s regional final.
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NUMERICAL ROSTER
No. NAME PositioNn  CLASS HoMeTOWN/LAST SCHOOL
2 Jenna Watts Pitcher Sr. Dublin, OH/Dublin Jerome HS
3 Alexa Sieger Pitcher/INF  Sr. Cleveland, OH/Holy Name
5 Grace Narkum Outfield So. Hubbard, OH/Hubbard
9 Kiera Frascone Outfield Sr. North Lawrence, OH/Tuslaw
10 Sophie Spellman Infield Jr. North Canton, OH/North Canton Hoover

11 Peyton Mueller-Stenz Infield So.

Port Washington, WI/Port Washington

12 Becky Hurosky Infield Sr. Brunswick, OH /Brunswick
14 Reese Shanahan Catcher Fr. Freemont, OH /Freemont Ross
15 Brooke Albaugh Outfield Jr. Bolivar, OH/Tuscarawas Valley
16  Shelby Topor Pitcher So. Strongsville, OH/Strongsville
17 Marley Queen Outfield Fr. Tallmadge, OH/Tallmadge
18 Kylie Gorsuch Catcher Fr. North Canton, OH/Green HS
20 Dakota Staffan Infield Fr. Johnstown, OH/Johnstown Monroe HS
21 Torrie Jenkins Pitcher Sr. Buffalo, NY/St. Mary’s School of Lancaster
23 Jenna Deang Infield Sr. Mokena, IL /Lincoln-Way Central HS
24 Katie McDonald Pitcher Fr. Poland, OH/Poland Seminary HS
25 Meridith Rankl Infield So. Massillon, OH/Tuslaw
26 Emma Gilkerson Outfield So. Strasburg, OH/Strasburg
33 Haley West Infield So. South Bend, IN/Saint Joseph
61 Melissa Holzopfel Pitcher Jr. Massillon, OH/Perry HS

HEAD COACH: ...ttt Amy Kyler, Sixth Season

ASSISTANT COACH: ..ot Erin Pond

PRONUNCIATIONS

KIERA FRASCONE ......cooveviireiriciieieirieens Fras-cone  MELISSA HOLZOPFEL ..........cccccoveviuerenne. Hole-zof-ful

SHELBY TOPOR........ccoovuerniiirerineireinineecineienes Tope-er

KYLIE GORSUCH.........covviviereieeeerere e, Gore-such

DAKOTA STAFFAN .......ccooviiiiiriieiiiccieciicenane. Staff-in

JENNA DEANG ..ot D-ang

_N\W\ ____ OKLAHOMAIMAY17,2024




AT
Cleveland State Softball

s

HEeAD CoOACH, SIXTH SEASON

Cleveland State University Director of Athletics Mike Thomas announced Amy  Following her playing days at CSU, Kyler played profession-
Kyler, a former standout Viking pitcher and 2008 CSU Athletics Hall of Fame ally with the Carolina Diamonds and Akron Racers of the
inductee, as the head softball coach July 31, 2018. Women's Professional Softball League, as well as the Sacra-
mento Sunbirds of the National Fastpitch League.
“We are very excited to announce Amy Kyler as our head softball coach and
welcome her back to Cleveland State University,” Thomas said at the time of Kyler made 79 appearances during her professional career,
the hiring. “Amy brings tremendous experience and knowledge of the sport, winning 38 games and posted a 1.99 ERA and 367 strikeouts in
especially with her success as a standout pitcher and developing pitchers. She 491 innings of work.
has a clear vision for the program and I look forward to her leadership of our
softball program.” She retired from professional softball in 2007 and the Akron
Racers retired her No. 24 jersey.
Kyler has spent the last 11 seasons as the head coach at Notre Dame (OH), lead-
ing the program to 287 wins and helping the program transition from NAIAto  Kyler is a cum laude graduate of Cleveland State, earning
Division II. During her tenure with the Falcons, she mentored 28 all-conference  degrees in social work and psychology. She also earned her
players, four conference Players of the Year, two all-region selections, three Master’s in sports management from CSU in 2002.
NAIA All-Americans and 14 NAIA Academic All-Americans.
She was a two-time recipient of CSU’s Athletic Academic Ex-
A two-time conference Coach of the Year (2009, 2012), Kyler led the Falcons cellence Award and a three-time NSCA Academic All-Ameri-
to three consecutive American Mideast Conference tournament titles (2009- can Scholar Athlete (1995-97).
11) and three straight appearances in the NAIA national tournament, which
included a fifth place finish at the 2009 NAIA National Championship. She also
guided the squad to the 2015 Mountain East Conference title.

“It’s an honor to be back at Cleveland State, leading the Viking softball pro-
gram,” Kyler said at the time of her hiring. “My passion for the CSU program
still runs through me. I have a great knowledge of the area and also strong
contacts within the community. I am thankful for the outstanding support of
the Cleveland States administrative staff and am excited to get started.”

Kyler was the top assistant coach at Purdue from 2005-07, while also spend-
ing time as an assistant coach at Cleveland State (2001-05) and Bowling Green
(1998-01).

The top pitcher to come through the Cleveland State program, Kyler’s name
is still plastered in the record books. She ranks first in school history in career
ERA (1.35), shutouts (37), no-hitters (6) and WHIP (0.93), while also ranking
second in wins (68), innings pitched (728.1), win percentage (.624), strikeouts
(909), games started (103) and complete games (92).

During her senior year in 1997, Kyler was named the Midwestern Collegiate
Conference Pitcher of the Year after setting CSU single season records for wins
(24), ERA (0.56), games started (27), appearances (33), shutouts (15), strikeouts
(325) and innings pitched (210.2).

The ERA and strikeout marks are still tops in CSU history today.

Kyler also led the Vikings to the 1997 MCC Championship, earning MVP hon-
ors after tying an NCAA record with 26 strikeouts against UIC, a record that
stood until 2004.

Kyler was a two-time First Team All-MCC selection (1996, 1997) and a second

team pick in 1995. She was also named to the All-Great Lakes Region second
team in 1995.
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2024 Cleveland State Softball
Overall Statistics for Cleveland State (as of May 13, 2024)
(All games Sorted by Batting avg)

Record: 22-24 Home: 9-7 Away: 9-11 Neutral: 4-6 Horizon: 16-10

Player avg gp-gs ab r h 2b 3b hr rbi tb sig%| bb hp so gdp ob%| sf sh sb-att | po a e fld%
Torrie Jenkins 1.000 32-28 1 0 1 0 0 O 0 1 1.000 0 0 0 0 1.0000 O O 0-0 0 19 1 .950
Jenna Watts .385 12-5 13 5 5 101 3 9 .92 0 0 3 0 .3577 1 0 O0-0 7 11 3 .857
Emma Gilkerson .353 46-45 | 119 14 42 9 0 6 20 69 .580[ 23 0 11 1 .458{ 0 3 0-0 38 6 .875
Brooke Albaugh .349 46-46 | 149 36 52 16 3 3 27 83 .557| 613 12 0 .420( 1 1 3-3 69 4 .947
Grace Narkum .333 9-0 3 1.1 00O 1 1 .3333 00 1 0 .3333 0 0 0-1 0 0 .000
Holzopfel .326 42-41 | 135 25 44 8 2 4 31 68 .504 4 1 20 1 .348( 1 4 2-3 91 35 5 .962
Becky Hurosky .315 4544 | 127 9 40 6 0 4 29 58 457 6 1 10 O .348 1 4 0-0 |189 11 5 .976
Jenna Deang 270 46-46 | 148 30 40 4 0 O 7 44 .297) 8 2 24 1 .314| 110 11-14| 63 71 8 .944
Kylie Gorsuch .241 44-44 | 116 9 28 6 0 0 10 34 .293] 11 2 13 0O .318 0 9 0-0 (248 25 3 .989
Kiera Frascone .241 46-45 | 116 15 28 3 0 0O 6 31 .267] 6 1 13 0 .285 0 3 2-3 62 7 5 .932
Sophie Spellman .239 43-42 | 117 12 28 3 0 4 15 43 368/ 1 0 25 0 .244( 1 6 2-2 31 43 9 .892
Peyton Mueller Stenz .193 45-41 8 9 16 3 0 2 7 25 .30 9 0 14 o0 .2721 0 3 3-5 83 68 10 .938
Dakota Staffan .133 13-5 i1s 1.2 00O 1 2 .133) 1 0 6 1 .188 O 0O O0-0 1 0 0 1000
Haley West .105 17-14 38 3 4 1. 00 O 5 .132( 2 1 10 O .171f 0O O 2-2 13 23 5 .878
Alexa Sieger .095 14-5 21 0 2 1 0 0 3 3 .143 0 2 5 0 .174 0 1 0-0 5 0 1 .833
Marley Queen .000 29-1 3 6 0 00O O O .000f 1 0 3 0 .25000 0 1-3 3 0 0 1.000
Reese Shanahan .000 1-0 1 0 0 00O O O .00 OO 1 O .000f O O O-O 0 0 0 .000
Katie McDonald .000 13-7 0O 0 0 00O O O .0000 OO O O .0000 0 0 0-0 0 2 0 1.000
Shelby Topor .000 4-0 0 0O 0O OO0 O O .00 0O O O .0000 0 0 0-0 0 0 0 .000
Totals 276 46 1205 175 333 61 5 24 160 476  .395 78 23 171 4  .331 6 44 26-36 | 903 321 65 .950
Opponents 277 46 1213 217 336 58 12 19 195 475  .392| 121 15 247 3 .347| 12 28 44-54 | 910 387 49 .964
LOB - Team (274), Opp (266). DPs turned - Team (11), Opp (8). CI - Team (0), Opp (1).
(All games Sorted by Earned run avg)

Player era__w-l  app gs cg sho sy ip h r er bb sol 2b 3b hr b/avg| wp hp bksfa sha
Holzopfel 2,28 18-9 3011 10 0/3 1)193.1 150 80 49 74 195 27 3 5 .209[ 14 5 0 5 18
Torrie Jenkins 7.71 3-9 3127 6 0/3 O 77.0 122 84 66 24 38 24 5 9 .35 6 8 0 3 7
Katie McDonald 12.88 0-4 13 7 0 0/0 0O 21.2 40 31 31 13 13 5 3 2 .400 9 2 0 3 3
Dakota Staffan 16.50 0-1 4 1 0 00 O 6.0 17 12 11 3 1 1 1 2 515 1 0 0 1 O
Jenna Watts 27.00 0-1 3 0 0 0/ 0 3.0 7 10 9 7 0 1 0 1 .5000 4 0 0 0 o0
Totals 4.96 21-24 46 46 16  3/3 1| 301.0 336 217 166 121 247 58 12 19 .277|] 34 15 0 12 28
Opponents 451 24-21 46 46 23  6/2 2| 303.1 333 175 152 78 171 61 5 24 276 16 23 0 6 44

PB - Team (4), Gorsuch 3, Gilkerson 1, Opp (10). SBA/ATT - Gorsuch (35-45), Holzopfel (19-26), Jenkins (23-24), Gilkerson
(9-9), McDonald (2-3), Staffan (0-1).
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2024 Cleveland State Softball
Conference statistics for Cleveland State (as of May 13, 2024)
(Horizon games only Sorted by Batting avg)

Record: 16-10 Home: 9-5 Away: 7-5 Horizon: 16-10

Player avg gp-gs ab r h 2b 3b hr rbi tb sig%| bb hp so gdp ob%)| sf sh sb-att| po a e fld%
Grace Narkum 1.000 5-0 1 0 1 00O 1 11000 O O O O 1000 O O O-1 0 0 0 .000
Brooke Albaugh 416 26-26 89 29 37 12 3 3 20 64 .7190 2 7 4 0 .465 1 0 1-1 28 2 0 1.000
Emma Gilkerson 406 26-26 69 9 28 6 0 4 15 46 .667 15 0 3 0 .512( 0 2 O0-0 11 2 2 .867
Holzopfel .369 25-24 84 18 31 6 2 4 26 53 631 2 0 9 1 .384( 0 2 2-3 62 19 2 .976
Becky Hurosky .366 25-25 71 8 26 2 0 3 18 37 521y 3 1 6 0 .395 1 2 0-0 (102 4 1 .991
Jenna Watts .364 8-4 11 5 4 101 3 8 .727/ 0 0 3 O .333) 1 0 0-0 6 10 2 .889
Jenna Deang .305 26-26 82 20 25 3 0 0O 6 28 .341 4 2 11 1 .348( 1 8 7-8 35 43 4 .951
Sophie Spellman .268 25-24 71 9 19 3 0 3 14 31 437 1 0 15 0 .274 1 1 2-2 17 33 5 .909
Kylie Gorsuch .243 26-26 720 8 17 3 0 0 7 20 .286 4 2 7 0 .303 0 3 0-0 (169 11 1 .994
Kiera Frascone .235 26-25 68 11 16 3 0 0O 5 19 .279 2 1 4 0 .268( 0 2 1-2 32 3 3 .921
Peyton Mueller Stenz .224 25-22 58 9 13 3 0 2 7 22 3799 7 0 7 0 .308 0 2 2-4 44 40 5 .944
Dakota Staffan 111 6-2 9 1.1 o0OO O 1 .113) O O 2 1 .111)j O O O-O 0 0 0 .000
Alexa Sieger .083 8-2 12 o 1 1 0 0 2 2 .167f 0 1 1 O .154( 0 0 0-0 5 0 1 .833
Haley West .000 5-2 6 1 0 00O O O .000J OO 2 O .00000 0 1-1 0 0 0 .000
Marley Queen .000 18-1 2 5 0 00O O O .0000 00 2 0 .0000 00 1-3 3 0 0 1.000
Reese Shanahan .000 1-0 1 0 0 00O O O .0000 OO 1 O .0000 O 0 0-0 0 0 0 .000
Katie McDonald .000 3-3 0O 0 0O 00O O O .00 OO O O .o000 O O 0-0 0 1 0 1.000
Torrie Jenkins .000 7-7 0O 0 0O 0O0O0OO O O .000) OO O O .0000 O O 0-0 0 16 0 1.000
Shelby Topor .000 1-0 0O 0 0O 00O 0O O O .000) 0O O O .000 0 O 0O-0 0 0 0 .000
Totals 311 26 704 133 219 43 5 20 124 332 .472] 40 14 77 3 .358] 5 22 17-25 (514 184 26 .964
Opponents .250 26 671 95168 29 7 9 87 238 .355 54 8 163 2 312 5 16 16-19 | 505 220 28 .963
LOB - Team (147), Opp (141). DPs turned - Team (6), Opp (6).
(Horizon games only Sorted by Earned run avg)

Player era  w-l app gs cg sho sy ip h r er bb SO 2b 3b hr b/avg| wp hp bksfa sha
Holzopfel 2.15 12-4 18 2 1 0/3 1109.0 76 39 26 39 127, 15 2 2 .190( 4 2 0 3 9
Torrie Jenkins 6.94 3-3 2219 3 0/3 O 46.2 73 40 36 5 23 13 3 6 .353)] 5 5 0 0 5
Katie McDonald 9.19 0-3 9 5 0 0/0 of 15.2 19 16 16 10 13 1 2 1 .292] 5 1 0 2 2
Totals 4.10 15-10 26 26 4 3/3 1] 1711 168 95 78 54 163 29 7 9 250 14 8 0 5 16
Opponents 6.42 10-15 26 26 11 3/0 1] 168.1 219 133 120 40 77 43 5 20 .311] 11 14 0 5 22

PB - Team (1), Gorsuch 1, Opp (5). SBA/ATT - Gorsuch (16-19), Holzopfel (7-9), Jenkins (7-7), McDonald (2-3).
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2024 Cleveland State Softball
Overall Statistics for Cleveland State (as of May 13, 2024)
(Last 5 - Conference Tournament Sorted by Batting avg)

Record: 4-1 Home: 2-1 Away: 1-0 Neutral: 1-0 Horizon: 2-0

Player avg gp-gs ab r h 2b 3b hr rbi tb sig%| bb hp so gdp ob%)| sf sh sb-att| po a e fld%
Brooke Albaugh .389 5-5 18 5 7 111 4 13 7221 1 1 1 O .4500 0 1 0-0 13 0 0 1.000
Kiera Frascone .375 5-5 16 2 6 000 O 6 3755 0 0 1 O .375 0 1 0-0 1 1 .900
Emma Gilkerson .333 5-5 15 1 5 1 01 2 9 6000 3 0O 5 O .444{ 0 0 0-0 0 1 .900
Kylie Gorsuch .333 5-5 15 2 5 2 0 0 1 7 467 2 0 1 O .412( 0 0 0-0 37 3 0 1.000
Becky Hurosky .294 5-5 17 2 5 2 01 6 10 .588 0 O 3 0 .294( 0 1 o0-0 24 1 0 1.000
Holzopfel .294 5-5 17 3 5 001 4 8 471 1 0 3 0 .316f 1 1 0-0 0 4 1 .800
Jenna Deang .188 5-5 16 4 3 000 2 3 .188 2 0 5 0 .263( 1 2 o0-0 14 8 0 1.000
Peyton Mueller Stenz .133 5-5 i 1 2 00O 1 2 .133f 2 0 2 0 .235 0 1 o0-0 12 7 1 .950
Sophie Spellman .118 5-5 17 o0 2 00O O 2 .118 0 O 4 O .118 0 0 O0-0 3 1 .857
Torrie Jenkins .000 1-1 0O 0 0 00O O O .000) 0O O O .0000 O O 0-0 0 0 .000
Marley Queen .000 4-0 0O 1 0 00 0O O O .000) 0O O O .000 0 O 0-0 0 0 .000
Totals 274 5 146 21 40 6 1 4 20 60 .411 11 1 25 0 .325 2 7 0-0 120 27 5 .967
Opponents .200 5 145 8 29 1 1 0 7 32 221 12 1 35 0 .266f 0 4 3-5 111 47 4 .975

LOB - Team (35), Opp (34). DPs turned - Team (1).

(Last 5 - Conference Tournament Sorted by Earned run avg)

Player era _w-l app gs cg sho sy ip h r er bb soi 2b 3b hr b/avg| wp hp bksfa sha
Torrie Jenkins 0.00 0-0 4 4 0 0/1 O 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0O 0 O 0 0 00 O
Holzopfel 1.12 4-1 5 1 1 0/1 0 40.0 29 8 5 12 35 1 1 0 .2000 2 1 0 0 4
Totals 1.12 4-1 5 5 1 11 o 40.0 29 8 12 35 1 1 0  .200 2 1 0 0 4
Opponents 511 1-4 5 5 3 0/0 o 37.0 40 21 21 11 25 6 1 4 274 11 0 2 7

SBA/ATT - Gorsuch (3-5), Holzopfel (3-5).
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