
Saint Louis vs. Alabama
Wednesday, August 12, 2026 • 7 p.m.

Robert R. Hermann Stadium • St. Louis, Mo.

BILLIKENS HOST CRIMSON TIDE TO BEGIN 31st SEASON
 •Playing the earliest opener in program history, Saint Louis 
women's soccer kicks off  its 31st season of compeƟ Ɵ on tonight 
by hosƟ ng Alabama of the Southeastern Conference.
 •The Billikens and Crimson Tide are meeƟ ng for the fi rst Ɵ me.
 •Saint Louis and Alabama fi nished 2025 separated by just 
one place in the NCAA Division I RPI. The Crimson Tide and the 
Billikens landed at No. 33 and No. 34, respecƟ vely. Ironically, 
it was the second Ɵ me the teams have seƩ led only one spot 
apart in a fi nal RPI; Alabama and SLU were No. 44 and No. 45, 
respecƟ vely, in the 2019 end-of-season rankings.
 •The Billikens are coming off  a 14-4-2 season that saw them 
fi nish second (8-1-1) in the AtlanƟ c 10 Conference regular-season 
standings and reach the A-10 Championship semifi nals.
 •Alabama advanced to the second round of the 2025 NCAA 
Championship as an at-large selecƟ on, ousƟ ng Northwestern 
in penalty kicks and falling to then-No. 1 Stanford. The Crimson 
Tide were 11-9-2 overall and 4-6 (Ɵ ed for ninth) in the SEC and 
lost to eventual league champion Vanderbilt 2-1 in the SEC 
Championship quarterfi nals.

conƟ nued

2026 Schedule/Results
8/8  at Missouri St. (exh.) T, 2-2
8/12  Alabama 7 pm
8/16  Lindenwood 1 pm
8/20  at Missouri 4:30 pm
8/27  at Illinois 6 pm
8/30 at Indiana Noon CT
9/3 at Illinois State 6 pm
9/9 SE Missouri State 7 pm
9/12 #15/15 Kansas 3:30 pm
9/19 VCU* 1 pm
9/24 at Dayton* 6 pm CT
9/27 George Mason* 1 pm
10/3 at Davidson* 6 pm CT
10/8 Saint Joseph's* 7 pm
10/11 at Loyola Chicago* 1 pm
10/17 Richmond* 1 pm
10/22 at La Salle* 6 pm CT
10/25 at Duquesne* Noon CT
10/31 Rhode Island* 7 pm
11/6-7 A-10 Quarterfi nals TBA
11/11 A-10 Semifi nals TBA
11/15 A-10 Final TBA

* AtlanƟ c 10 Conference game

Rankings are United Soccer Coaches/
Top Drawer Soccer (rankings when 
game was played)

2025 Record: 14-4-2
Current Streaks: L1
2025 A-10 Record: 8-1-1
2025 Home Record: 7-2-2
2025 Away Record: 7-2
Last Game: Rhode Island 4,  
 at SLU 2 (11/5/25)
Head Coach: KaƟ e Shields
 Harvard, 2006
 14th season at SLU
 Record: 182-65-24 (.716)
 Career: Same

SLU Possible Starters
  1 Emma Parker
  2 Lucie Schwartz
  5 Hope Kim
  8 Ashley Miller
  9 Audrey Smith
10 JeaneƩ e Fieldsend
17 Caroline Chier
19 Avery Rasmussen
21 Camille Welker
22 Lucy Marsh 
23 Caroline Fowlkes

 •SLU owns an 11-8-1 record vs. SEC teams. The Bills are 2-1 
vs. Arkansas, 0-1 vs. Auburn, 3-2 vs. Ole Miss, 2-0 vs. Mississippi 
State, 2-0 vs. Missouri and 2-4-1 vs. Vanderbilt. (The 11-8-1 
record does not include a 2-1 mark vs. Missouri and an 0-1-1 
record vs. Oklahoma before those schools joined the SEC.)

BILLIKENS IN SEASON OPENERS
 •Saint Louis is 17-11-2 in season-opening games, regardless of 
locaƟ on.
 •The Billikens' record in season debuts played at home is 13-3-
1, including 7-1-1 on the last nine occasions.
 •In all home openers, SLU carries a 24-4-2 mark.

SAINT LOUIS PICKED SECOND IN A-10 PRESEASON POLL
 •Saint Louis was picked to fi nish second in the 2026 AtlanƟ c 10 
Conference women's soccer race in preseason balloƟ ng by A-10 
head coaches. The Billikens received three of 14 fi rst-place votes 
and totaled 182 of a possible 196 points.
 •The 11-member preseason All-Conference team includes two 
Billikens – graduate defender Camille Welker and sophomore 
defender Blakely HockeƩ .
 •Dayton, the 2025 regular-season and tournament champion, 
garnered nine fi rst-place nods and tallied 188 points.
 •Rhode Island (164 points, one fi rst-place vote) was third, with 
Fordham (135), Loyola Chicago (133) and Duquesne (130) Ɵ ghtly 
bunched for places four through six. VCU (111, one fi rst-place 
vote) and La Salle (92) rounded out the top eight.
 •George Mason (90) was ninth, followed by Davidson (71), 
Saint Joseph’s (64), Richmond (55), George Washington (41) and 
St. Bonaventure (14).

BILLIKENS WELCOME BACK 14 PLAYERS
 •Saint Louis returned eight starters and six addiƟ onal players 
from its 2025 team.
 •Among the Billikens’ returning players is sophomore 
midfi elder/forward Caroline Chier (1G, 6A), the 2025 A-10 co-
Rookie of the Year. Sophomore forward Adee Broesder (5G, 3A), 
SLU’s leading returning point-scorer, and sophomore defender 
Blakely HockeƩ  (2G) joined Chier on the All-Rookie team.
 •Also back this season are key off ensive threats in junior 
forwards Hope Kim (4G, 4A) and Audrey Smith (5G, 1A) and 
senior midfi elder Lucie Schwartz (3G, 1A).
 •Junior goalkeeper Emma Parker (0.92 GAA, .721 save 
percentage) returns aŌ er starƟ ng all 20 games a year ago, joining 
fi rst XI mainstays in graduate defender Camille Welker (20 starts) 
and junior midfi elder Ashley Miller (19 starts).
 •Also returning are senior midfi elder Nina Preusser, junior 
goalkeeper Nimu Karani, sophomore midfi elder/defender 
Ava Rademeyer, sophomore forward Addison Stanciak and 
sophomore defender Ava Scorfi na.



No. Name Yr. Pos. Ht. Hometown (High School/Previous College)
0 Pepper Escher So. G 5-9 Brewster, Mass.

      (Worcester Academy/Univ. of MassachuseƩ s)
 00 Nimu Karani Jr. G 5-7 Overland Park, Kan. (Blue Valley Northwest)
 1 Emma Parker Jr. G 6-1 Eureka, Mo. (Eureka/Univ. of Arkansas)
 2 Lucie Schwartz Sr. M 5-7 St. Louis, Mo. (VisitaƟ on Academy)
 3 Adee Broesder So. F 5-7 Lee’s Summit, Mo. (Lee’s Summit West)
 4 Ava Rademeyer So. M/D 5-8 Wentzville, Mo. (St. Dominic)
 5 Hope Kim Jr. F 5-8 Overland Park, Kan. (Blue Valley Southwest)
 7 Addison Stanciak So. F 5-6 Gurnee, Ill. (Warren Township)
 8 Ashley Miller Jr. M 5-8 O’Fallon, Mo. (Fort Zumwalt South)
 9 Audrey Smith Jr. F 5-5 St. Peters, Mo. (Fort Zumwalt South)
 10 JeaneƩ e Fieldsend Sr. M 5-2 Indian Trail, N.C.
      (K12 Private Academy/James Madison Univ.)
 11 Nina Preusser Sr. M 5-9 St. Louis, Mo. (Nerinx Hall)
 12 Emma NaŌ anel Fr. F/M 5-5 Colorado Springs, Colo. (Rampart)
 14 Hana Allen Fr. D 5-7 Glen Ellyn, Ill. (Glenbard West)
 15 Leah Simpson Fr. F 5-5 Carrollton, Texas (Hebron)
 16 Keira Bartholet Fr. F 5-10 Webster Groves, Mo. (Nerinx Hall)
 17 Caroline Chier So. M/F 5-5 Webster Groves, Mo. (St. Joseph’s Academy)
 18 Gianna Harris Fr. F 5-5 New Orleans, La. (Louise S. McGehee)
 19 Avery Rasmussen So. D 5-4 Shawnee, Kan. (St. James Academy/Univ. of Kansas)
 20 Lauren Zangara Fr. D 5-8 St. Louis, Mo. (Nerinx Hall)
 21 Camille Welker Gr. D 5-7 St. Louis, Mo. (Cor Jesu/Univ. of Iowa)
 22 Lucy Marsh Fr. D 5-9 Webster Groves, Mo. (Webster Groves)
 23 Caroline Fowlkes Sr. D 5-4 The Woodlands, Texas (Tomball/College of Charleston)
 24 Ava Scorfi na So. D 5-9 St. Charles, Mo. (Timberland)
 25 Blakely HockeƩ  So. D 5-10 Edwardsville, Ill. (Edwardsville)

Head Coach: KaƟ e Shields (14th season)   Associate Head Coach: Megan Link
 Assistant Coaches: Cal McKee, Brionna Halverson  Director of OperaƟ ons: Mary Niehaus

#0 – ESH-er
#00 – NEE-mo kuh-RON-ee
#3 – Addie BROOZ-der
#4 – RADD-uh-my-er
#7 – STAN-cee-ack
#10 – FIELDS-end
#11 – NEE-nuh PROY-sir

#12 – NAFF-tuh-nel
#14 – HAH-nuh
#15 – LEE-uh
#16 – KEER-uh BARTH-uh-let
#17 – care-uh-line CHY-er
#18 – jee-AH-nuh

#19 – RASS-myoo-sen
#20 – zan-GAIR-uh
#23 – care-uh-line FOLKS
#24 – score-FEE-nuh
Asst. Coach – HAL-ver-son
Dir. of Ops. – NEE-house



FOUR TRANSFERS, SEVEN FRESHMEN ARRIVE IN MIDTOWN
 •The 2026 Billikens will have a signifi cant newcomer presence 
as four transfers and seven freshmen have joined the program.
 •Senior midfi elder JeaneƩ e Fieldsend was a member of James 
Madison teams that played in two NCAA Tournaments and won 
the 2024 Sun Belt Conference regular-season and tournament 
crowns. Fieldsend earned All-Conference second-team honors a 
year ago, recording three goals and fi ve assists.
 •Senior defender Caroline Fowlkes played in 37 games at 
College of Charleston the past two seasons, including 14 starts in 
2025, and contributed fi ve goals and fi ve assists.
 •Fieldsend and Fowlkes are joined by sophomore goalkeeper 
Pepper Escher (MassachuseƩ s) and sophomore defender Avery 
Rasmussen (Kansas) in the transfer group.
 •The Saint Louis freshman class consists of defender Hana 
Allen, forward Keira Bartholet, forward Gianna Harris, defender 
Lucy Marsh, forward/midfi elder Emma NaŌ anel, forward Leah 
Simpson and defender Lauren Zangara.

A LOOK AT THE 2026 SCHEDULE
 •Saint Louis' 2026 schedule is an 18-game slate featuring 
contests against fi ve "Power 4" opponents, four 2025 NCAA 
Championship qualifi ers, four 2025 conference tournament 
runners-up, fi ve AtlanƟ c 10 Conference opponents at home and 
three intrastate rivals.
 •Nine games are scheduled for the home pitch of Hermann 
Stadium. The Billikens begin and conclude their non-conference 
schedule with home matches against Alabama and Kansas, 
respecƟ vely. Rhode Island, the 2025 A-10 Championship runner-
up, also visits Midtown.
 •The Billikens' non-conference schedule features teams from 
fi ve diff erent leagues – Southeastern (Alabama, Missouri), Big 
Ten (Illinois, Indiana), Big 12 (Kansas), Ohio Valley (Lindenwood, 
Southeast Missouri State) and Missouri Valley (Illinois State). 
Alabama (second round), Illinois and Kansas (Sweet 16) competed 
in the NCAA Championship.
 •A fourth qualifi er for last season's NCAA fi eld of 64, A-10 
regular-season and tournament champion Dayton, is one of six 
2025 A-10 Championship parƟ cipants on the Saint Louis slate. 
The others are Duquesne, Rhode Island, VCU, Loyola Chicago and 
La Salle.

RETURNING OFFENSIVE PRODUCTION
 •The Billikens returned players who accounted for 23 of the 42 
goals and 18 of the 37 assists tallied by the 2025 team.
 •Adee Broesder and Audrey Smith are SLU's top returning 
goal-scorers aŌ er neƫ  ng fi ve goals apiece a year ago, which Ɵ ed 
them for second on the team. Hope Kim and Lucie Schwartz 
scored four and three goals, respecƟ vely.
 •Caroline Chier registered six assists last season, tying for 
second on the team and tying for fi Ō h in the A-10. Kim contributed 
four helpers and Broesder recorded three.

BILLS MAKE HERMANN STADIUM A SOCCER FORTRESS
 •Saint Louis is 86-11-13 (.841) in its last 110 games on the 
home pitch of Robert R. Hermann Stadium, a stretch that dates 
to the fi nal home game of the 2015 campaign.
 •In those 110 games, SLU outscored opponents 249-47, posted 
70 shutouts, and allowed more than one goal just fi ve Ɵ mes.
 •Against A-10 opponents during the 110-game stretch, Saint 
Louis is 59-3-5 (43-1-5 regular season, 16-2-0 A-10 tournament) 
at Hermann Stadium.

SAINT LOUIS IN 31ST SEASON OF WOMEN'S SOCCER
 •The 2026 season is the 31st in SLU women's soccer history 
and marks the 30th anniversary of the program's beginning in 
1996. The Billikens blanked Central Missouri 9-0 on Aug. 31, 
1996, in their inaugural game.
 •The Billikens are 363-181-67 for a .649 winning percentage.
 •In conference play (Conference USA 1996-2004, AtlanƟ c 10 
since 2005), SLU is 189-72-31 (.700).
 •Saint Louis has captured 18 conference championships (nine 
regular-season, nine tournament) and has made nine NCAA 
Championship appearances (2005, 2006, 2018-24).
 •The 2023 team became the fi rst in program history to reach 
the round of 16. The 2005, 2006 and 2021 teams reached the 
second round with fi rst-round wins; the 2020 (spring 2021) 
Billikens were seeded into the second round in a 48-team fi eld.
 •The 2025 Billikens produced a 21st winning season (10th 
straight) for the program and were the 12th team in program 
history to have a .750 or higher winning percentage (including 
four straight and nine of the past 10 years).

FACING TOP TEAMS BECOMING ROUTINE FOR BILLIKENS
 •Between 2019 and 2025, Saint Louis played, during the regular 
season and/or in the NCAA Tournament, 25 opponents who were 
among the top 50 in at least one fi nal NCAA RPI ranking during 
those seven seasons.
 •The 25 opponents are Arkansas, BYU, Brown, Dayton, 
Georgetown, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisville, Loyola Chicago, 
MassachuseƩ s, Memphis, Mississippi, Nebraska, Notre Dame, 
Oklahoma State, Penn State, Purdue, Rhode Island, Rutgers, 
SIUE, USC, Utah State, Washington and Xavier.

HOME-GROWN TALENT PROMINENT ON BILLIKEN ROSTER
 •Eight diff erent states – Missouri, Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, 
Louisiana, MassachuseƩ s, North Carolina and Texas – are 
represented on the 2026 Saint Louis roster, but the Billikens' 
team is composed largely of local talent.
 •Of SLU's 25 players, 13 are from the greater St. Louis area 
(including one from just across the Mississippi River in Illinois).



HEAD COACH KATIE SHIELDS
 •Now in her 14th season leading the Billikens, 2018, 2019 
and 2022 AtlanƟ c 10 Conference Coach of the Year KaƟ e Shields
owns a 182-65-24 career record (all at Saint Louis). Shields' .716 
career winning percentage ranks sixth among all acƟ ve NCAA 
Division I women's soccer coaches, and second among acƟ ve 
Division I female coaches, who have coached a minimum of fi ve 
seasons at the Division I level.
 •In addiƟ on to the 2022 A-10 coaching honor, Shields and her 
staff  were selected the United Soccer Coaches 2022 East Region 
Coaching Staff  of the Year, the second such honor for SLU (2020).
 •Shields, who spent one year as a SLU assistant before 
becoming head coach, has guided the Bills to a league-best 160-
36-19 mark since the start of the 2016 season. Her .788 winning 
percentage during that span ranks second among all acƟ ve 
Division I women's soccer coaches (minimum fi ve seasons) and 
is the top mark among acƟ ve female Division I women's soccer 
coaches. The 160 wins are the most of any 10-year period in SLU 
women's soccer history and the most in the A-10 from 2016-25.
 •Shields' record since 2016 includes a 103-10-9 (.881) ledger 
vs. A-10 opponents (including conference tournament games).
 •Shields' Billikens played in seven straight NCAA Tournaments 
from 2018-24, seƫ  ng an A-10 women's soccer record of seven 
consecuƟ ve league tournament Ɵ tles.
 •The Billikens also made history six seasons ago when they 
became the fi rst A-10 women's soccer team to capture both 
regular-season and tournament Ɵ tles in three consecuƟ ve years 
(2018-20). They repeated the feat from 2022-24. 
 •Shields' players have earned All-America honors seven Ɵ mes, 
All-Region plaudits 34 Ɵ mes and AtlanƟ c 10 accolades (fi rst 
team, second team, All-Rookie) 83 Ɵ mes. In addiƟ on, Billikens 
have been selected A-10 Defensive Player of the Year eight Ɵ mes 
(eight of the past 10 seasons), Off ensive Player of the Year four 
Ɵ mes (three of the past four seasons), Midfi elder of the Year and 
Rookie of the Year three Ɵ mes, and Goalkeeper of the Year once 
(award was iniƟ ated in 2023).

THE 2025 SEASON IN REVIEW
 •Saint Louis posted a 14-4-2 overall record and fi nished second 
in the AtlanƟ c 10 Conference regular-season standings with an 
8-1-1 league record.
 •The Billikens produced the program’s 21st winning season 
(10th consecuƟ ve) and 12th winning percentage of .750 or 
higher (fourth consecuƟ ve and nine of the past 10 years).
 •SLU landed at No. 34 in the fi nal RaƟ ngs Percentage Index.
 •The Bills fi nished among the naƟ on’s top 20 teams in fi ve 
categories, placing third in corner kicks per game (7.80), 10th in 
shots on goal per game (8.15), 17th in winning percentage (.750), 
18th in shots per game (17.10) and 20th in shutout percentage 
(.550, 11 shutouts in 20 games).



UNITED SOCCER 
COACHES TOP 25

Preseason

Team (1st-place votes) Pts
 1. Stanford 191
 2. Notre Dame (6) 189 
 3. Duke 183
 4. Florida State (1) 170
 5. Vanderbilt (1) 166
 6. TCU 162
 7. Michigan State 159
 8. North Carolina 142
 9. UCLA 122
 10. Arkansas 120
 11. Virginia 119
 12. Washington 113
 13. Colorado 97
 14. Georgetown 82
 15. Kansas 79
 16. LSU 63
 17. Ohio State 61 
 18. Wake Forest 54
 19. Georgia 46
 20. West Virginia 44
 21. Memphis 39
 22. Wisconsin 33
 23. Texas Tech 22
 24. Tennessee 19
 25. Clemson 17

Also receiving votes (points): 
BYU (13), Baylor (11), Penn 
State (9), Xavier (7), Louisville 
(6), Iowa (5), South Carolina 
(4), USC (3)

 1. Florida State
 2. Stanford 
 3. Virginia 
 4. Notre Dame 
 5. TCU 
 6. Duke 
 7. Michigan State 
 8. Vanderbilt
 9. Colorado 
 10. Kansas 
 11. Georgetown 
 12. West Virginia
 13. Tennessee
14.  North Carolina
15.  Baylor 
 16. LSU
 17. Texas Tech
 18. Xavier
 19. Ohio State
20.  Memphis
 21. Wisconsin 
 22. Washington
 23. Louisville
 24. Iowa
 25. UCLA

NCAA DIVISION I ADJUSTED RPI TOP 50
2025 Final

 26. BYU
 27. Wake Forest
 28. Arkansas 
 29. Dayton
 30. Penn State
 31. Clemson
 32. Central Florida
33. Alabama
 34. SAINT LOUIS
 35. Northwestern
 36. Western Michigan
 37. Fairfi eld
 38. Illinois
 39. Mississippi State
 40. Utah Valley
41.  St. Mary's (Calif.)
 42. South Carolina
 43. ConnecƟ cut
 44. Georgia
 45. California
 46. Lipscomb
 47. Samford
 48. Liberty
 49. Rhode Island
 50. Kentucky

TOP DRAWER 
SOCCER TOP 25

Preseason

 1. Florida State 
 2. Stanford 
 3. Duke 
 4. Washington
 5. Vanderbilt 
 6. TCU 
 7. Michigan State
 8. Ohio State 
 9. Notre Dame 
 10. Colorado
 11. North Carolina
 12. BYU
 13. Virginia
 14. Baylor
 15. Kansas
 16. Memphis
17.  LSU 
 18. Arkansas
 19. Texas Tech 
 20. Louisville
21.  West Virginia 
 22. Wisconsin
 23. South Carolina
 24. Liberty
 25. Georgia

2025 FINAL ATLANTIC 10 STANDINGS
Team  A-10 Points Overall
Dayton 10-0-0 30 15-4-3
SAINT LOUIS 8-1-1 25 14-4-2
Duquesne 7-3-0 21 12-5-2
Rhode Island 5-3-2 17 13-5-3 
VCU   5-4-1 16 7-10-3
Fordham 5-4-1 16 10-7-3
Loyola Chicago 4-2-4 16 9-4-6
La Salle 4-4-2 14 7-8-3
Davidson 3-5-2 11 7-7-3
George Mason 3-5-2 11 4-10-4
Saint Joseph’s 2-6-2 8 5-10-3 
George Washington 2-7-1 7 5-9-4
Richmond 1-5-4 7 4-7-7 
St.Bonaventure 0-10-0 0 3-13-2

2026 ATLANTIC 10 
PRESEASON POLL

Team (1st-place votes) Pts
 1. Dayton (9) 188

2. SAINT LOUIS (3) 182
 3. Rhode Island (1) 164
 4. Fordham 135
 5. Loyola Chicago 133
 6. Duquesne 130
 7. VCU (1) 111
 8. La Salle 92
 9. George Mason 90
 10. Davidson 71
 11. Saint Joseph's 64
 12. Richmond 55
 13. George Washington 41
 14. St. Bonaventure 14

SLU's Preseason
All-Conference SelecƟ ons
Camille Welker
Blakely HockeƩ 







The Billiken was born Oct. 
8, 1908, when Kansas City art 
teacher and illustrator Florence 
Pretz patented a design for an 
elfl ike creature with pixie ears, 
a mischievous smile and a tuŌ  
of hair on his pointed head. 
Reportedly, the image came to 
her in a dream.

Although it didn’t appear on 
the actual patent, some believe 
Pretz found the Billiken name 
in a fanciful work enƟ tled, 
“Mr. Moon: A Song of the LiƩ le 
People,” by Canadian poets Bliss 
Carman and Richard Hovey.

Within a short Ɵ me, Pretz 
sold her patented image to 

the Billiken Company of Chicago. IniƟ ally manufactured as a bank and 
statueƩ e, and later as a doll, this good luck charm soon became a 
naƟ onal craze. By 1911, the Billiken’s likeness adorned everything from 
marshmallow candies to hood ornaments.

In his heyday, the Billiken enjoyed worldwide fame. ArƟ sans in Alaska 
began carving his image into ivory, and in Japan, he appeared in shrines, 
amusement parks and even a movie.

Like many other fads, the Billiken might have faded into obscurity if 
it were not for Saint Louis University law student John Bender, who also 
happened to be the coach of SLU’s football team during the height of 
Billikenmania.

One story claims that nearby drugstore owner Billy Gunn called 
Bender a Billiken when the coach walked into his establishment one 
day. Supposedly, legendary sportswriter William O’Connor was within 
earshot of the remark and took up the moniker not only for Bender but 
also for SLU’s sports teams.

Another tale claims O’Connor himself dubbed the coach a Billiken 
aŌ er a parƟ cularly good pracƟ ce leŌ  Bender beaming with a big smile. 
AŌ er pracƟ ce, Bender’s fellow law student Charles Z. McNamara, a local 
cartoonist, sketched Bender as a Billiken, posted it in Gunn’s drugstore 
window and tabbed the football team “Bender’s Billikens.”

Yet another yarn reports that the druggist asked McNamara to 
decorate his store window the night before a homecoming game. 
Supposedly, McNamara drew a Billiken, a popular good luck charm, 
causing one of his fellow students to exclaim, “That looks like coach 
Bender!”

Whatever the case, O’Connor is generally credited for popularizing 
the name throughout the city, but one fact fl ies in the face of this 
legend and lore. O’Connor did not join the St. Louis Post-Dispatch unƟ l 
Nov. 26, 1911, one full month aŌ er the newspaper fi rst menƟ oned 
“Bender’s Billikens.”

Regardless of how the story is told or whether his mysterious origins 
are ever fi nally resolved, the Billiken remains a good luck charm for 
Saint Louis University’s sports teams and always brings smiles to the 
faces of SLU fans.

Legend has it that the Billiken has three kinds of luck – good, beƩ er 
and best. Buying a Billiken gives the buyer good luck. To have one given 
to you is beƩ er luck. The best luck comes if the Billiken is stolen.

SAINT LOUIS WOMEN'S SOCCER YEAR-BY-YEAR
Year Overall / Conference Head Coach Championships Postseason 
1996 12-6-2 (.650) / 6-3-0 (.667) Tim Champion  C-USA semifi nals
1997 11-5-3 (.658) / 4-4-1 (.500)  Tim Champion  C-USA quarterfi nals
1998 7-12-1 (.375) / 4-7-0 (.364) Tim Champion  C-USA quarterfi nals
1999 14-3-3 (.775) / 8-1-2 (.818) Tim Champion C-USA regular season C-USA quarterfi nals
2000 13-5-3 (.690) / 8-0-3 (.864) Tim Champion  C-USA semifi nals
2001 8-10-1 (.447) / 5-4-1 (.550) Tim Champion  C-USA quarterfi nals
2002 13-6-1 (.675) / 6-3-1 (.650) Tim Champion  C-USA quarterfi nals
2003 14-5-3 (.705) / 6-3-1 (.650) Tim Champion  C-USA fi nal
2004 15-6-1 (.705) / 9-1-0 (.900) Tim Champion C-USA regular season C-USA fi nal
2005 16-5-0 (.762) / 8-0-0 (1.000) Tim Champion A-10 tournament & regular season NCAA second round
2006 15-4-2 (.762) / 7-2-0 (.778) Tim Champion A-10 tournament NCAA second round
2007 10-6-2 (.611) / 7-2-2 (.727) Tim Champion  A-10 quarterfi nals
2008 11-6-4 (.619) / 6-4-1 (.591) Tim Champion  A-10 semifi nals
2009 8-9-4 (.476) / 4-4-3 (.500) Tim Champion  A-10 semifi nals
2010 4-9-6 (.368) / 3-5-1 (.389) Tim Champion
2011 5-10-3 (.361) / 3-5-1 (.389) Tim Champion
2012 5-9-4 (.389) / 3-4-2 (.444) Kat Mertz
2013 6-10-3 (.395) / 5-2-1 (.688) KaƟ e Shields  A-10 quarterfi nals
2014    8-10-0 (.444) / 3-5-0 (.375) KaƟ e Shields
2015 8-9-2 (.474) / 2-6-2 (.300) KaƟ e Shields
2016 14-4-2 (.750) / 7-1-2 (.800) KaƟ e Shields  A-10 quarterfi nals
2017 15-3-2 (.800) / 7-2-1 (.750) KaƟ e Shields  A-10 quarterfi nals
2018 18-4-1 (.804) / 10-0-0 (1.000) KaƟ e Shields A-10 tournament & regular season NCAA fi rst round
2019 17-4-2 (.783) / 9-0-1 (.950) KaƟ e Shields A-10 tournament & regular season NCAA fi rst round 
2020 15-1-1 (.912) / 8-0-0 (1.000) KaƟ e Shields A-10 tournament & regular season NCAA second round
2021 13-9-1 (.587) / 7-3-0 (.700) KaƟ e Shields          A-10 tournament NCAA second round                                                                                   
2022 20-2-0 (.909) / 10-0-0 (1.000) KaƟ e Shields A-10 tournament & regular season NCAA fi rst round
2023 19-3-2 (.833) / 9-0-1 (.950) KaƟ e Shields A-10 tournament & regular season NCAA third round                                                                                               
2024 15-2-6 (.783) / 7-0-3 (.850) KaƟ e Shields A-10 tournament & regular season NCAA second round                                                                                                                      
2025 14-4-2 (.750) / 8-1-1 (.850) KaƟ e Shields                                                                                                                                   
Totals 363-181-67 (.649) / 189-72-31 (.700)



#11 – NINA PREUSSER
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2023     17/0 14 7 1 1 3 0 0 498                         
2024 7/0 4 2 1 1 3 0 0 188
2025 20/0 13 5 1 1 3 1 0 564
2026          
Totals 44/0 31 14 3 3 9 1 0 1250

#21 – CAMILLE WELKER
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2022* 16/6 4 4 1 0 2 0 0 521
2023* 10/0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 154
2024 3/0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 73
2025 20/20 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 1720
2026          
Totals 49/26 7 5 1 0 2 0 0 2468
*at Iowa

#2 – LUCIE SCHWARTZ
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2024 20/13 21 10 3 1 7 1 1 1068
2025 20/15 25 10 3 1 7 1 0 1155
2026         
Totals 40/28 46 20 6 2 14 2 1 2223

#00 – NIMU KARANI
Year GP/GS MINS SVS SV% ShO GA GAA W-L-T 
2024 5/0 156:27 3 .500 0/3 3 1.73 0-1-0
2025 4/0 129:03 6 .857 0/2 1 0.70 0-0-0
2026         
Totals 9/0 285:30 9 .692 0/5 4 1.26 0-1-0

#5 – HOPE KIM
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2024 23/14 26 12 4 3 11 3 1 944
2025 18/18 41 16 4 4 12 2 2 1087
2026          
Totals 41/32 67 28 8 7 23 5 3 2031

#8 – ASHLEY MILLER
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2024 21/1 13 5 0 2 2 0 2 701
2025 19/19 8 3 1 0 2 1 0 1353
2026          
Totals 40/20 21 8 1 2 4 1 2 2054

#9 – AUDREY SMITH
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2024 19/6 10 9 4 0 8 0 0 672
2025 19/11 29 15 5 1 11 1 0 960
2026          
Totals 38/17 39 24 9 1 19 1 0 1632

#1 – EMMA PARKER
Year GP/GS MINS SVS SV% ShO GA GAA W-L-T 
2024* 4/0 142:44 4 .667 0/2 2 1.26 1-0-0
2025 20/20 1670:57 44 .721 9/2 17 0.92 14-4-2
2026         
Totals 24/20 1813:41 48 .716 9/4 19 0.94 15-4-2
*at Arkansas

#3 – ADEE BROESDER
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2025 20/0 26 14 5 3 13 2 0 696
2026          
Totals 20/0 26 14 5 3 13 2 0 696

#17 – CAROLINE CHIER
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2025 19/9 24 8 1 6 8 0 3 967
2026          
Totals 19/9 24 8 1 6 8 0 3 967

#25 – BLAKELY HOCKETT
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2025 18/15 17 8 2 0 4 1 0 1418
2026          
Totals 18/15 17 8 2 0 4 1 0 1418

#7 – ADDISON STANCIAK
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2025 17/0 15 10 1 2 4 0 0 268
2026          
Totals 17/0 15 10 1 2 4 0 0 268

#4 – AVA RADEMEYER
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2025 17/0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 347
2026          
Totals 17/0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 347

#23 – CAROLINE FOWLKES
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2023*     1/0 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 53                         
2024* 20/0 36 18 5 1 11 1 1 560
2025* 17/14 37 17 0 4 4 0 2 1064
2026          
Totals 38/14 79 36 5 5 15 1 3 1677
*at College of Charleston

#10 – JEANETTE FIELDSEND
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2023*     20/14 13 6 3 2 8 1 0 916                         
2025* 19/17 22 9 3 5 11 2 0 948
2026          
Totals 39/31 35 15 6 7 19 3 0 1864
*at James Madison



#19 – AVERY RASMUSSEN
Year GP/GS SH SOG G A P GWG GWA MIN
2025* 13/0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 122
2026            
Totals 13/0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 122
*at Kansas

#0 – PEPPER ESCHER
Year GP/GS MINS SVS SV% ShO GA GAA W-L-T 
2025* 1/0 28:19 1 .500 0/0 1 3.21 0-0-0
2026         
Totals 1/0 28:19 1 .500 0/0 1 3.21 0-0-0
*at MassachuseƩ s



#11 – NINA PREUSSER
Season Highs Career Highs 

Goals  1, 3x, last vs. Duquesne, 10/12/25 
Assts  1, 3x, last at Saint Joe's, 10/5/25 
Pts  2, 3x, last vs. Duquesne, 10/12/25 
Shots  3, 2x, last at VCU, 9/25/25 
SOG  2 vs. Kansas City, 8/27/23 
Mins  61 at George Mason, 9/28/23

#21 – CAMILLE WELKER
 Season Highs Career Highs (* = at Iowa)                                                     
Goals  1 vs. DePaul, 8/28/22*
Assts  
Pts  2 vs. DePaul, 8/28/22*
Shots  2 vs. Indiana, 8/28/25
SOG  1, 5x, last vs. Indiana, 8/28/25
Mins  90, 14x, last vs. Rhody, 11/5/25

#2 – LUCIE SCHWARTZ
 Season Highs Career Highs 
Goals  1, 6x, last vs. Duquesne, 10/12/25 
Assts  1, 2x, last at Kansas City, 8/14/25 
Pts  3 at Kansas City, 8/14/25 
Shots  3, 6x, last vs. Loyola, 11/1/25
SOG  2, 3x, last vs. Dayton, 10/16/25
Mins  98 at USC, 11/23/24 

#00 – NIMU KARANI
 Season Highs Career Highs 
Saves  4 at Iowa, 8/31/25 
Mins  45, 4x, last at Iowa, 8/31/25 

#5 – HOPE KIM
 Season Highs Career Highs 
Goals  1, 8x, last at Rhody, 10/19/25 
Assts  1, 7x, last vs. Loyola, 11/1/25 
Pts  3 vs. Missouri State, 9/4/25 
Shots  5, 2x, last vs. Indiana, 8/28/25
SOG  4 at Saint Joseph's, 10/5/25 
Mins  81 at Dayton, 10/27/24

#8 – ASHLEY MILLER
 Season Highs Career Highs 
Goals  1 vs. Loyola, 11/1/25 
Assts  1, 2x, last at UMass, 9/19/24 
Pts  2 vs. Loyola, 11/1/25 
Shots  4 vs. VCU, 10/13/24
SOG  1, 8x, last vs. Loyola, 11/1/25
Mins  90, 3x, last vs. Duquesne, 10/12/25

#9 – AUDREY SMITH
 Season Highs Career Highs 
Goals  1, 9x, last vs. Loyola, 11/1/25 
Assts  1 at Rhode Island, 10/19/25 
Pts  2, 9x, last vs. Loyola, 11/1/25 
Shots  4 at SIUE, 9/7/25 
SOG  3, 2x, last vs. Davidson, 9/21/25 
Mins  75 at La Salle, 10/20/24

#1 – EMMA PARKER
 Season Highs Career Highs 
Saves  5, 4x, last vs. Rhody, 11/5/25 
Mins  90, 16x, last vs. Rhody, 11/5/25

#3 – ADEE BROESDER
Season Highs Career Highs                                                     

Goals  1, 5x, last vs. Loyola, 11/1/25
Assts  2 at Saint Joseph's, 10/5/25
Pts  2, 6x, last vs. Loyola, 11/1/25
Shots  4, 2x, last vs. Loyola, 11/1/25
SOG  2, 3x, last vs. Loyola, 11/1/25
Mins  49, 2x, last vs. Rhody, 11/5/25

#17 – CAROLINE CHIER
 Season Highs Career Highs                                                     
Goals  1 at Saint Joseph's, 10/5/25
Assts  1, 6x, last vs. Duquesne, 10/12/25
Pts  2 at Saint Joseph's, 10/5/25
Shots  4 at Saint Joseph's, 10/5/25
SOG  2 vs. La Salle, 10/2/25
Mins  74 vs. Indiana, 8/28/25

#25 – BLAKELY HOCKETT
 Season Highs Career Highs                                                      
Goals  1, 2x, last at Saint Joe's, 10/5/25 
Assts   
Pts  2, 2x, last at Saint Joe's, 10/5/25 
Shots  3 vs. La Salle, 10/2/25 
SOG  2 vs. La Salle, 10/2/25 
Mins  90, 13x, last vs. Rhody, 11/5/25

#4 – AVA RADEMEYER
 Season Highs Career Highs                                                     
Goals  
Assts  
Pts  
Shots  
SOG  
Mins  40 at Iowa, 8/31/25

#24 – AVA SCORFINA
 Season Highs Career Highs                                                     
Goals  
Assts  
Pts  
Shots  
SOG  
Mins  

#7 – ADDISON STANCIAK
Season Highs Career Highs                                                      

Goals  1 at Saint Joseph's, 10/5/25 
Assts  1, 2x, last vs. Loyola, 11/1/25
Pts  2 at Saint Joseph's, 10/5/25
Shots  3, 2x, last vs. Loyola, 11/1/25
SOG  2 vs. Loyola, 11/1/25
Mins  28 at Rhode Island, 10/19/25



#0 – PEPPER ESCHER
Season Highs Career Highs (* = at UMass) 

Saves  1 at Western Michigan, 10/2/25* 
Mins  28 at Western Michigan, 10/2/25*

#10 – JEANETTE FIELDSEND
Season Highs Career Highs (* = at James Madison)                                     

Goals  2 vs. Appalachian State, 11/1/23*
Assts  2 vs. Marshall, 10/2/25*
Pts  4, 2x, last vs. Marshall, 10/2/25*
Shots  3, 4x, last vs. S. Alabama, 10/17/25*
SOG  2, 3x, last vs. S. Alabama, 10/17/25*
Mins  71 vs. Appalachian State, 11/1/23*

#12 – EMMA NAFTANEL
Season Highs Career Highs                                                     

Goals  
Assts  
Pts  
Shots  
SOG  
Mins  

#14 – HANA ALLEN
 Season Highs Career Highs                                                     
Goals  
Assts  
Pts  
Shots  
SOG  
Mins  

#15 – LEAH SIMPSON
 Season Highs Career Highs                                                     
Goals  
Assts  
Pts  
Shots  
SOG  
Mins  

#16 – KEIRA BARTHOLET
 Season Highs Career Highs                                                     
Goals  
Assts  
Pts  
Shots  
SOG  
Mins  

#18 – GIANNA HARRIS
 Season Highs Career Highs                                                     
Goals  
Assts  
Pts  
Shots  
SOG  
Mins  

#19 – AVERY RASMUSSEN
 Season Highs Career Highs (* = at Kansas)                                                     
Goals  
Assts  
Pts  
Shots  
SOG  
Mins  34 vs. Missouri State, 8/14/25* 
 

#20 – LAUREN ZANGARA
Season Highs Career Highs                                                     

Goals  
Assts  
Pts  
Shots  
SOG  
Mins  

#22 – LUCY MARSH
 Season Highs Career Highs                                                     
Goals  
Assts  
Pts  
Shots  
SOG  
Mins  

#23 – CAROLINE FOWLKES
 Season Highs Career Highs (* = at C. of Charleston)                                                     
Goals  2 vs. South Carolina St., 8/15/24* 
Assts  1, 5x, last vs. Hofstra, 10/19/25*
Pts  4 vs. South Carolina St., 8/15/24*
Shots  6, 2x, last vs. West Georgia, 9/15/24*
SOG  4, 2x, last at Hous. Christ., 8/28/25*
Mins  90 at Northeastern, 9/21/25* 
 




