
SLU RETURNS TO A-10 TOURNEY
 •No. 4 seed Saint Louis (21-27, 13-10 A-10) is back in 
the AtlanƟ c 10 Conference Championship aŌ er missing 
the 2021 tournament; however, SLU would have qualifi ed 
last season under the league's tradiƟ onal six-team format. 
The Billikens have competed in eight of the last nine A-10 
Championships. 
 •The 2007 Billikens went 3-2 and fi nished second to 
MassachuseƩ s, while the 2014 team went 2-2 and was 
runner-up to Fordham.
 •This is SLU's 12th A-10 Championship appearance 
overall. The Bills hold a 13-22 record in tournament play. 
Here is the breakdown of records by opponent:

Dayton: 2-2
Fordham: 1-5
George Mason: 1-1

  George Washington: 4-1
MassachuseƩ s: 0-3

  Rhode Island: 1-0
  Saint Joseph's: 2-6
  St. Bonaventure: 1-0
  CharloƩ e: 1-2
  La Salle: 0-1
  Temple: 0-1

BILLIKEN RESULTS VS. 2022 TOURNAMENT TEAMS
 •1-2 vs. George Washington (1-3, 3-6, 6-1) 
 •1-1 vs. Fordham (9-4 in 9 innings, 3-5)
 •2-1 vs. Saint Joseph's (3-9, 8-7, 4-2 in 8 innings)
 •1-2 vs. Dayton (0-1 in 8 innings, 4-2, 3-4)
 •2-1 vs. MassachuseƩ s (9-3, 10-16, 2-1)

BILLIKEN ALL-TIME RECORDS VS. 2022 TOURNEY TEAMS
 •23-26 vs. George Washington 
 •9-29 vs. Fordham
 •27-21 vs. Saint Joseph's
 •26-19 vs. Dayton
 •11-22-1 vs. MassachuseƩ s

BILLIKENS IN THE NATIONAL STATISTICS
 •Through May 8, SLU ranks 17th in triples per game 
(0.29), 48th in doubles per game (1.44) and 85th in fi elding 
percentage (.966) in the naƟ on.
 •Individually, Kendall Johnson is 14th in sacrifi ce 
bunts per game (0.23); Chloe Wendling is 15th in innings 
pitched (188.1); Gabbie Kowalik is 59th in triples per game 
(0.08) and 64th in hit-by-pitch per game (0.23); and Cami 
Newbanks is 62nd in walks per game (0.62).

HIGH RANKINGS FOR BILLIKENS IN A-10 STATISTICS
 •Saint Louis fi nished the regular season ranked among the 
top three teams in seven AtlanƟ c 10 staƟ sƟ cal categories.
 •Off ensively, the Billikens lead the conference in triples 
per game (0.29); rank second in doubles per game (1.44); 
and stand third in RBI per game (3.58), home runs per game 
(0.50) and walks per game (3.00).
 •SLU is second in the league in fi elding percentage (.966) 
and fewest home runs allowed per game (0.46).

WISE, KOWALIK AMONG NCAA ACTIVE CAREER LEADERS
 •Sadie Wise ranks among NCAA Division I acƟ ve career 
leaders in six categories.
 •Wise is sixth in doubles (61), 12th in total bases (441), 
14th in baƫ  ng average (.370), 20th in RBI (172), 27th in at-
bats (694) and 42nd in walks (92).
 •Gabbie Kowalik ranks 17th in triples (12) and 36th in 
hit-by-pitch (31) among acƟ ve Division I players.

WISE CONTINUES RECORD-BOOK ASSAULT
 •Sadie Wise holds Saint Louis career records in baƫ  ng 
average (.370), slugging percentage (.635), hits (257), home 
runs (37), doubles (61), total bases (441), games started 
(223) and games played (224-Ɵ ed).
 •With 172 RBI, Wise needs just two more to set a ninth 
school career mark.
 •Wise's 694 at-bats (second place) are within reach of 
the school record of 713.
 •AddiƟ onally, Wise is second in on-base percentage 
(.445), putouts (1,259) and chances (1,303); third in walks 
(92); fourth in runs (139); Ɵ ed for fi Ō h in fi elding percentage 
(.988); and Ɵ ed for ninth in triples (six).
 •Wise owns Billiken single-season records for baƫ  ng 
average (.438 in 2020), doubles (19 in 2019), home runs 
(16 in 2018) and total bases (119 in 2018).



SAINT LOUIS SOFTBALL GAME NOTES – A-10 CHAMPIONSHIP
WISE HIGHLY DECORATED
 •Sadie Wise is one of the most-decorated players in Saint 
Louis soŌ ball history.
 •Wise is a three-Ɵ me All-Conference selecƟ on, including 
fi rst team as a freshman and sophomore. She was a top-
25 candidate for NFCA Freshman of the Year and a third-
team All-Region honoree as a freshman. Wise was chosen 
Saint Louis' Outstanding Female Senior Student-Athlete for 
the 2020-21 academic year, and this year she was a top-
30 candidate for the Senior CLASS Award for collegiate 
soŌ ball. She is a two-Ɵ me A-10 All-Academic honoree.

KOWALIK MOVING UP ON CAREER STATISTICAL LISTS
 •Gabbie Kowalik fi nds herself among Saint Louis' career 
top 10 in nine categories.
 •Kowalik ranks second in baƫ  ng average (.354) and 
slugging percentage (.616); third in triples (12) and hit by 
pitch (31); fi Ō h in on-base percentage (.427); sixth in home 
runs (25); Ɵ ed for sixth in runs (116); and seventh in RBI 
(110) and hits (173).
 •With 29 doubles and 40 stolen bases, Kowalik needs 
one more two-bagger and two more steals to crack the SLU 
top 10.

KOWALIK COLLECTS NUMEROUS HONORS
 •Gabbie Kowalik has garnered several accolades during 
her Billiken career.
 •Kowalik landed on the All-Region second team and 
All-Conference fi rst team as a junior, when she posted a 
school-record .814 slugging percentage. She was a fi rst-
team All-Conference choice, A-10 Rookie of the Year (the 
fi rst Billiken to earn the honor) and an A-10 Championship 
All-Tournament pick as a freshman.

WENDLING TOP 10 ON FIVE CAREER CHARTS
 •Chloe Wendling has moved into the Billikens' career top 
10 in fi ve categories.
 •Wendling is Ɵ ed for fi Ō h in saves (four), eighth in 
shutouts (seven), ninth in strikeouts (229), 10th in wins 
(28) and Ɵ ed for 10th in appearances (86).
 •Wendling needs three complete games and 12 1/3 
innings to reach the Saint Louis top 10.

STEVENSON REACHES CAREER ASSISTS TOP 10
 •With a career-high and league-leading 114 assists this 
season, KrisƟ  Stevenson has moved into ninth place in 
Billiken history with 318 career assists.

FOUR BILLIKENS EARN A-10 WEEKLY AWARDS
 •Four Saint Louis players collected a total of fi ve AtlanƟ c 
10 Conference weekly awards this season.
 •The Billikens earned at least one weekly award this 
season in each of the three categories – Player, Pitcher and 
Rookie. 
 conƟ nued

 •Gabbie Kowalik was selected Player of the Week for 
Feb. 7-13 and co-Player of the Week for March 21-27.
 •KrisƟ  Stevenson earned Player of the Week plaudits for 
March 7-14.
 •Chloe Wendling was the A-10 co-Pitcher of the Week 
for March 15-20.
 •Taylor Hochman garnered Rookie of the Week accolades 
for March 28-April 3.

PLAYER CAPSULES
•GABBIE KOWALIK – Enters the A-10 Championship with 

a 5-game hiƫ  ng streak (8-for-16/.500) ... leads the team in 
baƫ  ng average (.371), baƫ  ng average with two outs (17-
for-41, .415), RBI (30-Ɵ ed), hits (career-high 56, needs two 
to reach SLU single-season top 10), home runs (8, Ɵ ed-9th 
on SLU single-season list), triples (4, Ɵ ed-7th on SLU single-
season list), total bases (97, 7th on SLU single-season list), 
slugging percentage (.642), runs (career-high 41, Ɵ ed-7th 
on SLU single-season list), stolen bases (career-high 19, 
needs three to reach SLU single-season top 10), sacrifi ce 
fl ies (career-high 3) and hit-by-pitch (11, Ɵ ed-7th on SLU 
single-season list) ... has Ɵ ed her career high of 9 doubles 
... toughest on the team to strike out (once every 10.2 plate 
appearances) ... had a team season-best 10-game hiƫ  ng 
streak (16-for-32) earlier this season ... had SLU's only 
hit vs. Louisiana. A-10 Rankings: 1st in OPS (1.079), total 
bases (97), triples (4) and hit-by-pitch (11); 2nd in slugging 
percentage (.642), runs (41); Ɵ ed-2nd in sacrifi ce fl ies (3); 
3rd in hits (56); 4th in home runs (8); Ɵ ed-4th in stolen 
bases (19); Ɵ ed-5th in RBI (30); 6th in baƫ  ng average 
(.371); Ɵ ed-8th in on-base percentage (.437); Ɵ ed-11th in 
doubles (9).

 •SADIE WISE – Brings a nine-game hiƫ  ng streak (SLU's 
second longest of the season) into the A-10 Championship 
(16-for-31/.516, eight RBI, only two strikeouts in 33 plate 
appearances) ... leads the team in baƫ  ng average with 
runners in scoring posiƟ on (.407), RBI (30-Ɵ ed), two-out 
RBI (16), doubles (13-Ɵ ed), mulƟ ple-RBI games (10) and 
mulƟ ple-hit games (15) ... in A-10 games, led SLU in baƫ  ng 
average (.416), hits (32), RBI (19) and on-base percentage 
(.494) ... had a team season-best 19-game streak of reaching 
base earlier this season ... has made just three errors since 
the beginning of the 2020 season. A-10 Rankings: 1st in 
putouts (368); Ɵ ed-3rd in doubles (13); Ɵ ed-5th in RBI (30); 
6th in total bases (76); Ɵ ed-6th in walks (24); 8th in OPS 
(.960); Ɵ ed-9th in slugging percentage (.528); Ɵ ed-10th in 
on-base percentage (.432); 11th in hits (49); Ɵ ed-11th in 
baƫ  ng average (.340); Ɵ ed-13th in home runs (4).
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 •JANE KANIECKI – Hit her fi rst SLU home run in the opener 
vs. George Mason ... was 4-for-9 (.444) with a team-high 
four RBI in the George Washington series ... hit .322 with 
15 RBI, a .408 on-base percentage and just fi ve strikeouts in 
A-10 games ... has six of her 16 RBI in the last eight games 
... has a .306 average (11-for-36) with runners in scoring 
posiƟ on ... has struck out just fi ve Ɵ mes over the last 18 
games ... was 5-for-7 in a doubleheader vs. MassachuseƩ s, 
and 3-for-5 in a twinbill vs. Dayton ... had a 9-game streak 
of reaching base earlier this season ... Ɵ ed-6th in the A-10 
with two sacrifi ce fl ies.

 •JOCELYN ABBOTT – Has just one error in the last 21 
games (79 chances), and only fi ve errors all season ... baƩ ed 
.300 (15-for-50) with team highs in RBI (12) and slugging 
percentage (.520) in April ... had 13 RBI in A-10 games ... 
had a hit at No. 25 Missouri. A-10 Rankings: Tied-2nd in 
triples (3); Ɵ ed-7th in assists (82); Ɵ ed-15th in sacrifi ce 
bunts (3).

 •TAYLOR HOCHMAN – Has posted a career high in 
strikeouts in each of her last two games (nine vs. George 
Washington, then 10 vs. George Mason, total of 13 2/3 
innings) ... since posƟ ng a 1-7 record and 4.26 ERA in her 
fi rst nine appearances, is 5-4 with a 3.02 ERA and .259 
opponents' baƫ  ng average in her last 16 ouƟ ngs (nine 
starts) ... was 4-5 with a 3.25 ERA in conference games. 
A-10 Rankings: Tied-4th in complete games (11); 7th in 
innings (114.1); 11th in strikeouts (75); Ɵ ed-11th in starts 
(16); Ɵ ed-13th in wins (6); 14th in ERA (3.55).

 •KENDALL JOHNSON – Her team-high 11 sacrifi ce bunts 
are Ɵ ed for 10th on SLU's all-Ɵ me single-season list ... had 
her fi rst 3-hit game as a Billiken, and drove in two runs, in 
the series fi nale at St. Bonaventure. A-10 Rankings: Tied-
1st in sacrifi ce bunts (11); Ɵ ed-7th in assists (82).

 •NATALIE SULLIVAN – Baƫ  ng .308 (8-for-26) over the 
last nine games, including a triple and a double in a win 
at George Washington ...  baƩ ed .444 (4-for-9) in the GW 
series ... has struck out just twice in the last 10 games 
(31 plate appearances) ... went 3-for-7 with four RBI in 
the MassachuseƩ s series ... has made just one error this 
season. A-10 Rankings: Tied-6th in triples (2); Ɵ ed-13th in 
walks (20).

 •ALLIE HERRON – Tied for 11th in the A-10 with a career-
high nine doubles ... also has career highs in hits (23), RBI 
(14), runs (14), walks (5), stolen bases (5), at-bats (149), 
games played (47) and games started (47) ... has hit safely 
in seven of the last 10 games, going 9-for-34 (.265) ... 
baƫ  ng .333 (6-for-18) with just two strikeouts in the last 
fi ve games ... had a fi ve-game hiƫ  ng streak (5-for-17, .294) 
with two home runs, two doubles and six RBI earlier this 
season ... is the Billikens' only regular defensive player 
without an error this season.

 •CHLOE WENDLING – Having her most successful season 
with career bests in ERA (2.90), wins (15, Ɵ ed-4th on SLU 
single-season list), shutouts (5, Ɵ ed-6th on SLU single-
season list), strikeouts (120), innings (188.1, 10th on SLU 
single-season list), complete games (20, needs one to 
reach SLU single-season top 10), starts (30, Ɵ ed-8th on 
SLU single-season list) and appearances (34, needs two to 
reach SLU single-season top 10) ... has issued just 2.3 walks 
per 7 innings ... only 35 of the 217 hits (16 percent) she has 
allowed have been for extra bases ... had a 9-5 record and 
1.99 ERA in conference play, with only 11 extra-base hits 
allowed out of 102 (10.8 percent) ... won (6-1) the series 
fi nale at George Washington, tossing a 4-hiƩ er with fi ve 
strikeouts and just one walk ... threw a 5-inning perfect 
game vs. Dayton in 2021. A-10 Rankings: 1st in shutouts 
(5) and innings (188.1); Ɵ ed-1st in starts (30); 2nd in wins 
(15), strikeouts (120) and complete games (20); 6th in ERA 
(2.90).

 •KRISTI STEVENSON – Over the last 10 games is 
hiƫ  ng .441 (15-for-34) with four doubles, a .500 on-base 
percentage, 10 runs and just three strikeouts in 38 plate 
appearances ... leads the team in doubles (13-Ɵ ed, Ɵ ed-
10th on SLU's single-season list), assists (needs 11 to reach 
SLU single-season top 10) and on-base percentage (.441) 
... enjoying her best year, with career-best marks in baƫ  ng 
average (.340), hits (51), doubles (13), RBI (15), total bases 
(72), slugging percentage (.480), walks (21), runs (31), on-
base percentage (.441), stolen bases (10), assists (114), 
games played (48) and games started (48) ... has commiƩ ed 
just two errors in the last 21 games (76 chances) ... in A-10 
games, baƩ ed .390 with team highs of 48 total bases, 12 
doubles, a .623 slugging percentage and a 1.107 OPS ... 
had an 8-game hiƫ  ng streak (12-for-27, .444) earlier in the 
season, including 5-for-8 with two homers and two doubles 
in a doubleheader vs. Fordham ... 14 mulƟ ple-hit games ... 
was 5-for-9 (.556) with two doubles at George Washington. 
A-10 Rankings: 1st in assists (114); Ɵ ed-3rd in doubles (13); 
5th in hit-by-pitch (6); Ɵ ed-5th in runs (31); 7th in on-base 
percentage (.441); 8th in hits (51) and total bases (72); Ɵ ed-
9th in walks (21); Ɵ ed-11th in baƫ  ng average (.340); 12th 
in OPS (.921); Ɵ ed-12th in stolen bases (10).

 •CAMI NEWBANKS – In her fi rst season with signifi cant 
playing Ɵ me, has handled the catching duƟ es by herself 
since an early-season injury to Kelsey Etling ... was 3-for-
9 in the George Mason series ... leads SLU in walks in all 
games (25, needs three to reach SLU single-season top 10) 
and A-10 games only (15) ... has drawn 12 walks in the last 
16 games ... had a double, two walks and two RBI at No. 
25 Missouri ... hit three home runs in a doubleheader vs. 
UMass ... had a 13-game streak of reaching base earlier this 
season, SLU's second longest of the year. A-10 Rankings: 
Tied-4th in walks (25); Ɵ ed-10th in sacrifi ce bunts (4).
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HEAD COACH CHRISTY CONNOYER
 •As she guides the Saint Louis University soŌ ball program 
in the 2022 campaign – her 12th at the helm – Christy 
Connoyer is the longest-tenured head coach in team 
history.
 •Connoyer also is Billiken soŌ ball’s winningest coach. 
She enters the A-10 Championship with a 291-299 record 
as the Saint Louis mentor and a 322-329 career mark.
 •Connoyer spent one season as head coach at Tulsa. 
She also has served on the Southern Illinois and Purdue 
coaching staff s.
 •In addiƟ on, Connoyer has been heavily involved 
in collegiate soŌ ball off  the fi eld. She served on the 
NaƟ onal Fastpitch Coaches AssociaƟ on All-America 
SelecƟ on CommiƩ ee as the Mid-AtlanƟ c Region voƟ ng 
representaƟ ve from 2013-16, and she was Chair of the All-
America CommiƩ ee from 2015-16. Since 2017, Connoyer 
has been the A-10’s representaƟ ve on the NFCA Head 
Coach CommiƩ ee.
 •A shortstop in her playing days, Connoyer was a four-
Ɵ me fi rst-team All-Conference selecƟ on at the University 
of Notre Dame. She received team Most Valuable Player 
honors in 1993 and was voted team captain in 1994.

The Billiken was born Oct. 8, 1908, when Kansas City art 
teacher and illustrator Florence Pretz patented a design for 
an elfl ike creature with pixie ears, a mischievous smile and a 
tuŌ  of hair on his pointed head. Reportedly, the image came 
to her in a dream.

Although it didn’t appear on the actual patent, some believe 
Pretz found the Billiken name in a fanciful work enƟ tled, “Mr. 
Moon: A Song of the LiƩ le People,” by Canadian poets Bliss 
Carman and Richard Hovey.

Within a short Ɵ me, Pretz sold her patented image to the 
Billiken Company of Chicago. IniƟ ally manufactured as a 
bank and statueƩ e, and later as a doll, this good luck charm 
soon became a naƟ onal craze. By 1911, the Billiken’s likeness 
adorned everything from marshmallow candies to hood 
ornaments.

In his heyday, the Billiken enjoyed worldwide fame. ArƟ sans 
in Alaska began carving his image into ivory, and in Japan, he 
appeared in shrines, amusement parks and even a movie.

Like many other fads, the Billiken might have faded into 
obscurity if it were not for Saint Louis University law student 
John Bender, who also happened to be the coach of SLU’s 
football team during the height of Billikenmania.

One story claims that nearby drugstore owner Billy Gunn 
called Bender a Billiken when the coach walked into his 
establishment one day. Supposedly, legendary sportswriter 
William O’Connor was within earshot of the remark and took 
up the moniker not only for Bender but also for SLU’s sports 
teams.

Another tale claims O’Connor himself dubbed the coach a 
Billiken aŌ er a parƟ cularly good pracƟ ce leŌ  Bender beaming 
with a big smile. AŌ er pracƟ ce, Bender’s fellow law student 
Charles Z. McNamara, a local cartoonist, sketched Bender as 
a Billiken, posted it in Gunn’s drugstore window and tabbed 
the football team “Bender’s Billikens.”

Yet another yarn reports that the druggist asked McNamara 
to decorate his store window the night before a homecoming 
game. Supposedly, McNamara drew a Billiken, a popular good 
luck charm, causing one of his fellow students to exclaim, 
“That looks like coach Bender!”

Whatever the case, O’Connor is generally credited for 
popularizing the name throughout the city, but one fact fl ies 
in the face of this legend and lore. O’Connor did not join the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch unƟ l Nov. 26, 1911, one full month 
aŌ er the newspaper fi rst menƟ oned “Bender’s Billikens.”

Regardless of how the story is told or whether his mysterious 
origins are ever fi nally resolved, the Billiken remains a good 
luck charm for Saint Louis University’s sports teams and 
always brings smiles to the faces of SLU fans.



No. Name B/T Pos. Yr. Hometown (High School/Previous College)
 2 Kendall Johnson R/R IF Fr. Roscoe, Ill. (Hononegah)
 4 Chloe Wendling R/R P Sr. Centralia, Ill. (Centralia)
 5 Cami Newbanks L/L C Jr. Oreana, Ill. (Argenta-Oreana)
 6 Sydney Ross R/R UT Fr. Oak Park, Ill. (Oak Park and River Forest)
 7 Kaili Hanner R/R P Jr. Taylor Springs, Ill. (Hillsboro)
 8 Grace Kmak R/R OF Fr. Mokena, Ill. (Lincoln-Way Central)
 9 KrisƟ  Stevenson R/R IF Sr. Chesterton, Ind. (Chesterton)
 10 Jaci Vanderloo R/R UT Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Elkhorn South)
 11 Natalie Sullivan L/R OF Fr. Moscow Mills, Mo. (Troy Buchanan)
 12 Kaiya Luneckas R/R P So. West Branch, Iowa (West Branch)
 15 Sadie Wise R/R IF Gr. Kirkwood, Mo. (Kirkwood)
 17 Calli Sutcliff e R/R P Sr. Herrin, Ill. (Herrin/John A. Logan College)
 18 Jane Kaniecki L/L UT Fr. Waterloo, Ill. (Waterloo)
 20 Jocelyn AbboƩ  R/R IF So. St. Peters, Mo. (Fort Zumwalt East)
 22 Allie Herron R/R OF Sr. West Frankfort, Ill. (Frankfort Community)
 24 Taylor Hochman R/R P/IF Fr. Frankfort, Ill. (Lincoln-Way East)
 42 Gabbie Kowalik R/R OF Sr. New Braunfels, Texas (St. John Paul II Catholic)

Head Coach: Christy Connoyer (12th season)
Assistant Coaches: Maxine Rodriguez, Faith OƩ s
Volunteer Assistant: Jay Ozier

#7 – KYE-lee  HANN-er
#8 – kuh-MACK
#10 – JAY-see
#12 – KYE-uh  lu-NESS-kus
#15 – Wise (rhymes with Eyes)
#17 – CAL-ee SUT-cliff 
#18 – kuh-NESS-kee
#22 – HAIR-un
#24 – HOCK-man
#42 – ko-WALL-ick

kuh-NOY-er  
OTTS – rhymes with Dots 
OH-zhur


































