
SLU IN A-10 TOURNEY FOR FIRST TIME SINCE 
2010 – After narrowly failing to qualify the past 
two seasons, Saint Louis (26-21, 13-9 A-10) 
finds itself back in the Atlantic 10 Conference 
Championship. In 2011 and again in 2012, the 
Billikens were one win away from qualifying 
for the tournament. This season, SLU made the 
six-team field with just one victory to spare; a 
12-3 triumph in the regular-season finale at 
Massachusetts, just the second win ever for 
the Bills over the Minutewomen, assured a 
tournament berth.

BILLIKEN TOURNAMENT HISTORY – SLU has 
made four A-10 Championship appearances 
and holds a 5-8 record in tournament play. 
The 2007 Billikens made the program’s most 
successful run, going 3-2 and finishing second 
to Massachusetts. The 2009 and 2010 teams 
each won once. Here is the breakdown of 
results by opponent:
	 Charlotte: 1-2
	 Fordham: 1-1
	 George Washington: 1-0
	 Massachusetts: 0-1
	 Rhode Island: 1-0
	 St. Bonaventure: 1-0
	 Saint Joseph’s: 0-4

BILLS’ RESULTS vs. 2013 TOURNAMENT TEAMS 
– Saint Louis swept Temple (3-2, 11-3 in five 
innings); split with Saint Joseph’s (W 4-2, lost 
5-3 in nine innings); split with Fordham (L 4-3, 
W 2-1); split with Dayton (L 5-1, W 3-2); and 
lost twice to George Washington (3-1, 5-2).

ALL-TIME RECORDS vs. 2013 TOURNAMENT 
TEAMS – The Billikens are 10-5 all-time vs. 
George Washington and Temple; 9-12 vs. 
Saint Joseph’s; 3-13 vs. Fordham; and 15-5 vs. 
Dayton.

CONNOYER REACHES CENTURY MARK – The 
Billikens’ 6-0 win over La Salle April 14 was 
Christy Connoyer’s 100th victory as a collegiate 
head coach. Now in her third season at SLU, 
Connoyer has 78 wins as the Billikens’ mentor. 
She previously served as associate head coach 
at Southern Illinois, and in 2005 she was head 
coach at Tulsa, where she became the first 
coach in program history to compile a winning 
record in her first season. Connoyer is a 1994 
graduate of Notre Dame, where she was a 
four-time first-team All-Conference selection.
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BILLIKEN OFFENSIVE LEADERS
(top three in each category) 

Kelsey Biggs – Second in hits (38) and multi-
hit games (nine) ... third in RBIs (25) and multi-
RBI games (five) ... tied for third in batting 
average with RISP (.288). 

Laura Bohning – First in sacrifice flies (three) 
... tied for first in home runs (seven) and RBIs 
(29) ... second in slugging percentage (.520), 
multi-RBI games (six) and two-out RBIs (13) ... 
third in batting average (.293), hits (36) and 
on-base percentage (.384) ... tied for third in 
multi-hit games (seven) and walks (19).

Alyson Brand – First in walks (25) ... second 
in sacrifice bunts (six) ... tied for second in 
doubles (seven).

Jessica Buschjost – First in stolen bases (28 
in 30 attempts) ... second in walks (23) ... third 
in runs (27). 

Elizabeth Everingham – Third in home runs 
(four) and sacrifice bunts (five) ... tied for third 
in walks (19).

Lindsay Friedman – First in on-base 
percentage (.426), slugging percentage (.522), 
batting average with RISP (.375), multi-RBI 
games (eight), two-out RBIs (19) and sacrifice 
bunts (seven) ... tied for first in home runs 
(seven) and RBIs (29) ... second in runs (28) ... 
third in stolen bases (13 in 14 attempts).

Erin Harcar – Second in batting average with 
RISP (.333) and stolen bases (14) ... tied for 
second in doubles (seven) ... tied for third in 
multi-hit games (seven). 

Katie Kroeger – Second in batting average 
(.293).

Jessica Van Nostrand – First in batting 
average (.324), hits (48), multi-hit games 
(15), doubles (11) and runs (29) ... second in 
on-base percentage (.408) ... third in slugging 
percentage (.473) and two-out RBIs (12).

BILLIKENS IN THE A-10 STATISTICS REPORT 
(ALL GAMES) – Saint Louis leads the conference 
in stolen bases (78), assists (517) and saves 
(eight). The Billikens are second in fielding 
percentage (.964), fewest home runs allowed 
(17) and fielding double plays (21); tied for 
second in walks (174); third in ERA (2.89), 
fewest walks allowed (105) and runners caught 
stealing (14); and fourth in hit by pitch (33). 
Brianna Lore leads the league in appearances 
(41) and starts (31); ranks second in innings 
(191 2/3) and tied for second in saves (four); 
and is seventh in ERA (2.74). Kelsey Biggs tops 
the A-10 in chances (425) and putouts (389). 
Jessica Van Nostrand ranks third in assists 
(142), while Alyson Brand is third in runners 
caught stealing (13). Olivia Roback stands fifth 
in assists (116), and Laney Kneib is eighth in 
ERA (2.92).

 

WINNING THE CLOSE ONES KEY FOR SLU – 
In a tight A-10 race this season, consistently 
winning close games was a must. The Billikens 
dropped two of their first three 1-run games 
against conference opponents but turned 
it around later in the year, winning their last 
three 1-run contests to finish 4-2.

NARROW WINS LIFT BILLIKENS INTO 
TOURNEY – Saint Louis can look back on 
several significant victories – each one of them 
necessary – that propelled the team into the 
A-10 Championship.

March 30 vs. Dayton – Lindsay Friedman’s 
2-out RBI single in the bottom of the seventh 
gave SLU a 3-2 win in game two of a DH.

April 13 vs. Fordham – After the Rams won 
4-3 on Friday, the Billikens earned a split by 
winning 2-1 on Saturday. Erin Harcar delivered 
an RBI single in the bottom of the seventh.

April 14 vs. La Salle – The Explorers led 5-1 
with the help of three unearned runs, but SLU 
plated five runs in the sixth inning, four of 
them scoring with two outs. Laura Bohning’s 
two-run single and Kelsey Biggs’ two-run 
double were the big blows in the 6-5 victory.

April 20 vs. Temple – Laura Bohning’s two-
out solo homer in the bottom of the sixth 
gave SLU a 3-1 lead and turned out to be the 
difference as the Owls cut the margin in half 
with a run in the seventh.

April 21 vs. Saint Joseph’s – The Bills scored 
four runs in the third inning and made them 
stand up in a 4-2 win, handing Hawks’ ace Taryn 
Ashway her first A-10 loss of the season.

April 24 at Butler – In perhaps the most 
dramatic game of the year, SLU trailed 4-2 
with two outs and nobody on in the seventh 
before rallying to win 6-4. A hit-by-pitch, a 
bloop single and an error loaded the bases for 
Lindsay Friedman, who hit her second grand 
slam of the year. Butler had the tying runs on 
with one out in its half of the seventh, but 
Brianna Lore worked out of the jam.

April 24 at Butler (game two) – The game 
went to extra innings tied 0-0. In the eighth, 
Kelsey Biggs’ two-out single drove in Lindsay 
Friedman and Jessica Van Nostrand, and a 
4-6-3 double play in the Butler eighth was the 
finishing touch on a 2-0 Billiken win.

May 5 at Massachusetts – UMass won the 
opener of the twinbill; the winner of game two 
would claim the final A-10 Championship spot, 
while the loser would see its season come to 
a close. Trailing 1-0 in the second inning, SLU 
pushed across two runs to take the lead before 
Laura Bohning – who had hit two seventh-
inning grand slams two days earlier at Rhode 
Island – poked her third slam of the weekend 
for a 6-1 Billiken lead, en route to a 12-3 win.
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A-10 OFFENSIVE NUMBERS IMPRESSIVE FOR 
BILLS – Saint Louis hit .278 in conference games 
compared to .244 in all games. The Billikens 
had just one player (Jessica Van Nostrand, 
.324) hit .300 or better overall, but six players 
topped the .300 mark in league contests – 
Lindsay Friedman (.400), Katie Kroeger (.357), 
Erin Harcar (.350), Laura Bohning (.333), 
Kelsey Biggs (.311) and Van Nostrand (.309). 
SLU hit 20 of its 30  home runs against A-10 
opponents.

DEFENSE, TOO – SLU averaged fewer than one 
error per game in A-10 contests (19 errors in 
22 games). That helped the Billikens post a 
.974 fielding percentage, second best in the 
conference.

PITCHING TO CONTACT – Last year, Saint Louis 
pitchers struck out an average of 5.43 batters 
per seven innings. This year, that average is 
down to 3.54, placing a greater reliance on 
the SLU defense. The Billikens have responded 
well to the heavier workload, especially the 
infielders. A greater number of ground balls 
has resulted in a school season-record 142 
assists for shortstop Jessica Van Nostrand and 
school season marks of 425 chances and 389 
putouts for first baseman Kelsey Biggs. Second 
baseman Olivia Roback has 116 assists, good 
for ninth on the SLU single-season chart.

MORE SEASON RECORDS – Laura Bohning has 
hit three grand slams this season. Although 
records are incomplete, that is believed to be 
the most in one season in program history. 
With seven home runs apiece, Bohning and 
Lindsay Friedman have tied Kara Sell (2006) 
and Caitlin Trevillyan (2010) for the Saint Louis 
season record. Brianna Lore’s four saves are 
tied for the school mark set last season by 
Kelcie Matesa. The Bills have eight team saves, 
also a school record.

PUTTING OUT THE FIRE – Brianna Lore has 
four saves to rank 19th nationally, while Laney 
Kneib is 31st with three saves.

THE PITCHER’S BEST FRIEND – The Bills have 
turned 21 double plays in 47 games this 
season, easily surpassing last year’s total of 13 
DPs in 56 games. SLU ranks 17th nationally in 
double plays per game (0.45).

CUTTING DOWN ON THE K’s – Saint Louis 
averages 5.4 strikeouts per game for the 
season, but the Bills have largely avoided the 
whiff recently. SLU players have fanned just 15 
times in the last seven games, a 2.1 average.

BURNING UP THE BASEPATHS – Saint Louis 
ranks 31st in the nation in stolen bases per 
game (1.66). Jessica Buschjost, who is 28-for-
30 in steal attempts, is 27th nationally with a 
0.60 per-game average. The Billikens are 78-
for-94 in steal attempts for an .830 success 
rate.

BATS WARM UP IN APRIL, MAY – At the 
end of March, Saint Louis owned a .209 
batting average. The Billikens have heated up 
considerably since then, however, posting a 
solid .286 mark in April and May. Katie Kroeger 
has hit a team-high .385 since the beginning of 
April, followed by Erin Harcar (.383), Lindsay 
Friedman (.375), Laura Bohning (.361), Jessica 
Van Nostrand (.348) and Kelsey Biggs (.329).

STREAKING – Two Billikens have enjoyed 
a 10-game hitting streak this year. Lindsay 
Friedman brings a 10-game streak into the 
A-10 Championship, while Laura Bohning hit 
in 10 consecutive games earlier.

PLAYER NOTES 
Kelsey Biggs – Has hit safely in 22 of her last 

29 games (32-for-97, .330) with two home runs 
and 21 RBIs ... has a team-high 32 hits and has 
raised her season batting average from .118 to 
.257 during that span.

Laura Bohning – Has hit safely in 16 of her 
last 18 games (22-for-57, .386) with team 
highs of five home runs and 22 RBIs ... in those 
18 games, raised her season batting average 
from .212 to .293 ... has struck out just nine 
times in her last 100 plate appearances.

Lindsay Friedman – Brings a 10-game hitting 
streak (13-for-31, team-high .419) into the 
A-10 Championship ... during that stretch, also 
leads the team in runs (12), doubles (three), 
on-base percentage (.500) and slugging 
percentage (.806); is tied for the team lead in 
home runs (three); and has 14 RBIs, second 
only to Laura Bohning’s 15 ... upped her season 
batting average from .244 to .292 in those 10 
games ... has struck out just four times in her 
last 52 plate appearances.

Erin Harcar – Has at least one hit in 15 of her 
last 21 contests (23-for-60, .383) to raise her 
season batting average from .157 to .279 ... 
has a team-high-tying five doubles and a .449 
on-base percentage in that 21-game stretch ... 
has not struck out in her last seven games and 
has fanned just seven times in her last 88 plate 
appearances.

Laney Kneib – In her last 21 appearances 
(12 starts), is 10-4 with two saves and a 2.57 
ERA, lowering her season ERA from 3.94 to 
2.92 ... has averaged just 1.8 walks per seven 
innings in those 21 games.

Brianna Lore – In her last 11 outings (eight 
starts), is 6-2 with a 2.30 ERA, two saves and 
a shutout ... five of her six victories in that 
stretch were complete games ... struck out 34, 
walked only 12 and yielded 40 hits in 51 2/3 
innings (just five extra-base hits) during those 
11 games. 

Jessica Van Nostrand – Is 21-for-47 
(team-high .447) with team highs in on-base 
percentage (.519) and 14 runs in her last 15 
games ... has hit safely in 11 of those contests 
including eight multi-hit games.

CLIMBING THE CAREER LADDER – Several 
current Billikens rank among the top 10 on 
various SLU career statistical lists. 

Alyson Brand: First in walks (78), tied for first 
in sacrifice flies (six), second in RBIs (85), tied 
for third in home runs (14), fourth in fielding 
percentage (.988) and chances (924), fifth in 
putouts (764), seventh in on-base percentage 
(.365) and 10th in slugging percentage (.393).

Jessica Buschjost: Second in stolen bases 
(96), fourth in runs (96), fourth in games 
played (209), fifth in walks (53), seventh in hits 
(151) and eighth in at-bats (538). 

Laura Bohning: First in home runs (18), 
fourth in slugging percentage (.436), fourth in 
RBIs (77) and tied for fourth in sacrifice flies 
(four).

Jessica Van Nostrand: Second in assists 
(364) and seventh in hit by pitch (17).

Lindsay Friedman: Second in on-base 
percentage (.399), fifth in hit by pitch (21), 
sixth in slugging percentage (.420) and ninth 
in home runs (nine).

Brianna Lore: Tied for third in saves (four).
Laney Kneib: Tied for fifth in saves (three).
Erin Harcar: Tied for ninth in stolen bases 

(36).

A GAME TO REMEMBER – Laura Bohning made 
history in SLU’s 21-2 win at Rhode Island May 
3. Bohning became just the fourth player in 
NCAA Division I history to hit two grand slams 
in one game, and only the third D-I player to 
achieve the feat in the same inning, when she 
homered twice with the bases loaded in the 
seventh inning. The blasts were part of a 12-
run frame. The senior DP, who had an RBI single 
in the sixth inning, collected a school-record 
and A-10 season-high nine RBIs (two shy of 
the NCAA record) and also set a school mark 
with 11 total bases (two home runs, double, 
single). In addition, she tied three other single-
game school standards and was joined by a 
different teammate in each category – four 
hits (tied with Jessica Van Nostrand, who had 
a double and three singles); four runs (tied 
with Lindsay Friedman); and six at-bats (tied 
with Kelsey Biggs). The six at-bats equaled the 
season high by an A-10 player. The Billikens 
set a school record with 20 hits. Their 21 runs 
and 20 RBIs are the most in program history 
against a Division I opponent and also are the 
most by an Atlantic 10 team this season.



No.	 Name	 Yr.	 Pos.	 B/T	 Hometown (High School/Last School)	
	 2	 Ellie Huffman	 Fr.	 C	 R/R	 St. Albans, Mo. (Westminster Christian)
	 3	 Olivia Roback	 Jr.	 2B	 R/R	 Elk Grove Village, Ill. (Elk Grove/Kankakee C.C.)
	 4	 Kelsey Biggs	 Jr.	 1B/3B	 R/R	 Arnold, Mo. (Seckman)
	 5	 Breanna Lockette	 So.	 1B/DP	 R/R	 Florissant, Mo. (McCluer North)
	 7	 Madeline Brungardt	 Fr.	 OF	 L/R	 Baldwin City, Kan. (Baldwin City)
	10	 Lindsay Friedman	 So.	 OF/C	 R/R	 Pontiac, Ill. (Pontiac)
	11	 Erin Harcar	 Sr.	 OF/Util.	 L/R	 Streator, Ill. (Streator/Illinois Valley C.C.)
	12	 Brianna Lore	 Fr.	 P/1B	 L/L	 Sullivan, Mo. (Sullivan)
	13	 Jessica Van Nostrand	 Jr.	 SS	 R/R	 Palmyra, Mo. (Palmyra)
	15	 Alyson Brand	 Sr.	 C	 R/R	 Louisville, Ky. (DuPont Manual)
	16	 Katie Kroeger	 Jr.	 OF	 L/R	 Eureka, Mo. (Northwest/Univ. of Iowa)
	18	 Jessica Buschjost	 Sr.	 OF	 L/R	 St. Thomas, Mo. (Blair Oaks)
	21	 Elizabeth Everingham	 Fr.	 3B/P	 R/R	 St. Joseph, Ill. (St. Joseph-Ogden)
	22	 Laney Kneib	 Fr.	 P/Util.	 R/R	 Webb City, Mo. (Webb City)
	29	 Laura Bohning	 Sr.	 DP/1B	 R/R	 Tempe, Ariz. (Corona del Sol)

Head Coach: Christy Connoyer (third season)
Assistant Coaches: Sarah Clynes (second season), Stephanie Winter (first season)

#3 – Olivia RO-back
#5 – Bre-AHN-uh LOCK-it
#7 – Madeline BRUHN-gart
#10 – Lindsay FREED-man

2013 Saint Louis University Billikens

#11 – Erin HAR-CAR
#12 – Bre-ANN-uh Lore
#13 – Jessica Van NO-strund
#16 – Katie KRAY-gurr

Pronunciations
#18 – Jessica BOOSE-jost
#22 – Laney NIBE
#29 – Laura BONN-ing
Christy kuh-NOY-uhr
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What’s a Billiken?
The Billiken was born Oct. 8, 1908, when 

Kansas City art teacher and illustrator Florence 
Pretz patented a design for an elflike creature 
with pixie ears, a mischievous smile and a tuft 
of hair on his pointed head. Reportedly, the 
image came to her in a dream.

Although it didn’t appear on the actual 
patent, some believe Pretz found the Billiken 
name in a fanciful work entitled, “Mr. Moon: 
A Song of the Little People,” by Canadian 
poets Bliss Carman and Richard Hovey.

Within a short time, Pretz sold her 
patented image to the Billiken Company of 
Chicago. Initially manufactured as a bank 
and statuette, and later as a doll, this good 
luck charm soon became a national craze. 
By 1911, the Billiken’s likeness adorned 
everything from marshmallow candies to 
hood ornaments.

In his heyday, the Billiken enjoyed 
worldwide fame. Artisans in Alaska began 
carving his image into ivory, and in Japan, he 
appeared in shrines, amusement parks and 
even a movie.

Like many other fads, the Billiken might 
have faded into obscurity if it were not for 
Saint Louis University law student John 
Bender, who also happened to be the coach 
of SLU’s football team during the height of 
Billikenmania.

One story claims that nearby drugstore 
owner Billy Gunn called Bender a Billiken 
when the coach walked into his establishment 
one day. Supposedly, legendary sportswriter 
William O’Connor was within earshot of the

remark and took up the moniker not only for 
Bender but also for SLU’s sports teams. 

Another tale claims O’Connor himself 
dubbed the coach a Billiken after a particularly 
good practice left Bender beaming with a 
big smile. After practice, Bender’s fellow 
law student Charles Z. McNamara, a local 
cartoonist, sketched Bender as a Billiken, 
posted it in Gunn’s drugstore window 
and tabbed the football team “Bender’s 
Billikens.”

Yet another yarn reports that the druggist 
asked McNamara to decorate his store 
window the night before a homecoming 
game. Supposedly, McNamara drew a Billiken, 
a popular good luck charm, causing one of his 
fellow students to exclaim, “That looks like 
coach Bender!”

Whatever the case, O’Connor is generally 
credited for popularizing the name 
throughout the city, but one fact flies in the 
face of this legend and lore. O’Connor did not 
join the St. Louis Post-Dispatch until Nov. 26, 
1911, one full month after the newspaper 
first mentioned “Bender’s Billikens.”

Regardless of how the story is told or 
whether his mysterious origins are ever 
finally resolved, the Billiken remains a good 
luck charm for Saint Louis University’s sports 
teams and always brings smiles to the faces 
of SLU fans. Legend has it that the Billiken has 
three kinds of luck – good, better and best. 
Buying a Billiken gives the buyer good luck. To 
have one given to you is better luck. The best 
luck comes if the Billiken is stolen.








        

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

        

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

          

          

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         
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          


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 


           
           


           
           


      
      


      
      


      
      

















                       

                        

                       

                       

                        

                       

                        

                       

                        

                       

                        

                       

                       

                        

                       

                       

                       





                      

                      

                      

                      

                      














                       

                        

                       

                       

                       

                        

                        

                        

                       

                        

                       

                       

                       

                        

                       

                       

                       





                      
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                    
                   
                   
                    
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                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
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                      
                      
                      
                      
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                  
                  
                  
                  










     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  












   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  
   

   
   



   
   
   

  
   
   

  



   
   
   

   
  

   
   

   
   

   
  
  

   
  
  

   
  












   
  

   
  

   
  

   
   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  
  

   
   

  
   

  
   

   



   
   

  
  

   
   



   
  
  

   
   

  
  

   
   

   
  

   
   

   
  












   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  
  

   
   

  
   

   
  
  

   
   
   

  
   

   
   

  



   
   
   

  
   
   



   
   
   

   
   

   
   
   

   
   
   

  












   
   

  
   

  
   

  
   

  
  

   
   
   

   
  

   
   

  
   

   
   

  
   

   



   
   

  
   

   



   
  

   
   

  
  

   
   

   
   

  
   

   
   
   








                       
                       
                       
                       
                       



                       
                       
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