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Ole Miss Postgame  
Video Conference 

January 1, 2022 

QUESTIONS FOR HEAD COACH LANE KIFFIN, CHANCE CAMPBELL AND SNOOP CONNER 
 

COACH KIFFIN: First off, congratulations to Dave [Aranda] and Baylor. They played a great game 
today. He had them ready to go. Magnificent defensive performance by them. Ten sacks, four 
turnovers, more in the analytics. And I bet you don't ever win a game with that happening. So 
congratulations to them, well-deserved.  
 
We had a perfect storm of, like we just said, ten sacks, four turnovers, three times in the red zone early 
on. Not only did we not get any points, we actually gave them seven with the pick six. So your defense 
can't play lights out forever. Eventually, the ball broke and we gave up big plays. 
 
So it's just a shame. It is what it is, obviously Matt [Corral]'s injury was disappointing for the team, for 
him. So we didn't do a good enough job calling plays around Luke [Altmyer] and making plays. A tough 
situation to put him in.  
 
Again, congratulations to them. I'm not going to sit up here and talk about our miraculous season. We 
did some neat things, special things, some great memories. But we didn't finish it, and that's what we 
came here to do, not just to get a participation trophy. So not real excited. 
 
Q. Lane, did you get a sense of what Matt's [Corral] injury was? Do you know if he has DSDI or 
any other sort of insurance? 
 
COACH KIFFIN: Yeah, I am not going to get into Matt's insurance. He does. This does not appear to 
be that type of injury where that would ever be a factor. Actually, his x-ray was negative. He just wasn't 
able to go. So I don't think that that's a factor. 
 
Q. Lane, what were your emotions when you saw Matt [Corral] get injured? I know you were 
obviously very much so involved in the game. But what were your emotions seeing, that and 
how tough was that for you? 
 
COACH KIFFIN: I probably didn't do a good enough job. That's obviously a difficult situation, especially 
when a kid is playing in the game. So my mind raced with a lot of thoughts right there. And that's just 
for my love for him, just like I would if it was my own son in that situation.  
 
So maybe I didn't do a great enough job with the team because I was really hurting for him in that 
situation because I know how much he's put into it, how much it means to him. And for that to be taken 
away like that really sucks. 
 
Q. Lane, how do you evaluate what you saw from Luke [Altmyer]? I know you haven't gotten to 
watch the tape yet. But first big exposure, what did you think? 
 
COACH KIFFIN: I thought Luke did some good things once he got playing a little bit and made some 
out-of-rhythm plays running around.  
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It's a hard setting. That's a really great defense. They give a lot of people problems. Not many people 
score a lot of points. Like I said coming into this, this would be like an NFL game, I thought, more low 
scoring. You are going to have to protect the football, play field position at times -- which we were not 
really aggressive in the fourth-down stuff because of that.  
 
And we screwed it up. Like you say, you are going in to kick another field goal at least, and we get a 
ball tip for a pick six and missed two field goals. So that right there obviously changes the outcome of 
the game a lot.  
 
Q. Lane, obviously not the way you would have liked to see Matt's [Corral] last game go. You 
talked a lot about him this season, what he's meant to this program. Now that his Ole Miss 
career is done, how could you best sum up what Matt has meant to Ole Miss? 
 
COACH KIFFIN: He's been unbelievable and the things you don't see besides the playing, just how 
he is. I had a cool moment this morning in the team meeting, just listening to him talk. I told our own 
coaches and players: You can be a freshman and you're supposed to listen to the leaders. You can be 
a 50-year-old coach and you should listen to this guy.  
 
I mean, what he said today to the team about after last season, after the Outback Bowl, and all he 
wanted to do was come back and impact players the way that Elijah Moore impacted him off the field 
as a person. He's just real special, and he is going to make a great NFL player and do great for a 
franchise. 
 
We didn't play well, and we had things happen that I just wouldn't have guessed. All the COVID work 
and everything and then I'm looking there playing the game thinking, our kicker is out, our quarterback 
is out, and our right tackle is out. So kind of freak stuff.  
 
Q. Lane, as you already addressed Jeff Lebby leaving. There's reports of Wilson Love leaving 
for Oregon. There's talks about DJ Durkin possibly having some opportunities. I was wondering 
if you might could address their futures on your staff. And then also does Luke's [Altmyer] 
performance tonight change the way you look at the transfer portal at quarterback?  
 
COACH KIFFIN: Wilson is going to Oregon. We're happy for him. When you win like we did, and have 
an historic regular season, people come and want a piece of what you are doing. So that's happened. 
We lost a couple the year before.  
 
Lebby obviously is going and splitting time between there (Oklahoma) and back here. We appreciate 
him doing that in the bowl prep. That was not easy for him.  
 
And the way our defense played tonight, DJ has probably got a lot of opportunities. He's done a great 
job all season. I don't know of any other opportunities or anything. But he's done a fabulous job with 
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our players, not just performance, but recruiting and flipping over a roster that -- you guys have followed 
it here -- one that statistically over the last five years of defense here, as bad as anybody in the country.  
 
He's done a great job, along with the other coaches, with flipping the roster over to play like they did 
tonight and like they did most of the season.  
 
Q. The Luke Altmyer part of this, did you see enough from him tonight where you would be 
confident in him being your future starting quarterback? 
 
COACH KIFFIN: Yes, that's a very difficult situation for any backup quarterback, especially a freshman 
,to go into in a Sugar Bowl versus a really good defense. It's not like we were lighting it up before he 
went in. We were struggling before.  
 
I don't think we did a great job game-planning. I thought they did a great job, and I thought it showed 
up. They outcoached us today on that side of the ball. Dave [Aranda] has done that to a lot of people, 
including myself at times.  
 
Q. Tonight didn't go the way you wanted it, but do you take comfort that this was still one of the 
best seasons in this Ole Miss group?  
 
CHANCE CAMPBELL: I think that's something to be proud of. I think Coach [Lane] Kiffin hit it on the 
head, where no one really cares about how you start something. At the end of the day, it's about how 
you finish it. 
 
It's a long time to have a bad taste in your mouth. I'm sure when we take a step away from this and get 
some distance, I'm sure we can pick out some positives; but for right now, it's not great. 
 
SNOOP CONNER: Same as what Chance [Campbell] said. That's good, but we all wanted to win the 
Sugar Bowl. So, yeah.  
 
Q. How much does it affect you when your star quarterback (Matt Corral) goes down? 
 
CHANCE CAMPBELL: Matt is a special player, a special leader and a special player. So when he's 
not there, he brings a lot of juice to the team and obviously a lot of excitement and a lot of hope.  
 
I think the guys had a lot of trust in Luke [Altmyer], and I'm personally proud of how he stepped in there. 
As Coach [Lane] Kiffin said, it's a really difficult situation. He's a young guy. I'm proud of him. But when 
Matt went down, that was tough.  
 
SNOOP CONNER: Yeah, when Matt went down, we knew we was in a funk. Matt, he's a great leader. 
He gives us juice. He runs our offense. We knew it was going to be tough when we went down. We 
tried to stick with Luke [Altmyer] and bring him confidence. We knew it was going to be tough. 
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Q. Snoop, going off of that, what was the message or the mood in the offensive huddle after the 
quarterback went down? What were you guys saying as veterans to try to keep things afloat? 
 
SNOOP CONNER: We just tried to give Luke [Altmyer] confidence and keep going.  
 
Q. How did you do that? 
 
SNOOP CONNER: We just tried to have his back and play as hard as we can. 
 
Q. For the players, what was it like having Matt [Corral] on the sidelines after he got hurt? And 
what was he saying?   
 
SNOOP CONNER: When he came back, he was just down because he wanted to be out there, but 
we kept telling him, "We got it. We are going to win the game for him." Obviously it didn't go that way. 
But with him being able to come back out there and just try to support us, it was big for us. 
 
Q. For both of you guys, I was curious if you have gotten to a point where you have made 
decisions about what you are going to do moving forward. And if you haven't, what's your 
timetable and the process you plan to use to make that decision?  
 
SNOOP CONNER: That's for another day. 
 
CHANCE CAMPBELL: Yeah, right now, we're just kind of taking in this loss. So that's about it.  
 
Q. Coach [Kiffin], I wonder if you could speak to Dontario Drummond and his development in 
your time there. And obviously he is going to have a chance to play at the next level. What is it 
about him that makes him just a great wide receiver and could succeed at the next level? 
 
COACH KIFFIN: Yeah, I think Drummond will play a long time at the next level. He will be a great 
special teams player, even though we don't utilize him on that stuff, in the core of special teams. Really 
strong, hard to bring down. Played through a lot of injuries and really had a real special year and great 
kid.  
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QUESTIONS FOR HEAD COACH DAVE ARANDA, TERREL BERNARD, AND ABRAM SMITH 

COACH ARANDA: Just got done talking with the team, and just so humbled by our team. The two 
young men just here to my left are great representatives of the best of us.  
 
I look at just all of the change that has happened with Baylor football. I think if you take a broad enough 
view, you see a bunch of wins from year to year, with maybe not so many wins in between, but you 
can see the wins.  
 
But I think the closer you get, you just see so many names and faces come and go. You see just 
change, and you see people demanding beliefs and motivating people in different ways.  
 
And then you see coaches that believe in this type of authority or maybe "do what I say, not what I do." 
Or maybe there's an old-school element to it. All of these things that are just difficult to address and 
difficult to talk about when you don't win games.  
 
And so I think for us, the change from last year to this year was really kind of breaking all of that down 
and earning trust and believing in each other and being selfless. 
 
And I think when you get to that, you get to a team. This was a great team win. We've had some team 
wins throughout the year, and so appreciative of the team. I'm a better person for it.  
 
So I'm proud, man. I'm a little saddened because I know that this part is over, but I'm humbled and 
appreciative. 
 
Q. Just when those final seconds are ticking down and you guys kind of realized that you guys 
are going to become Sugar Bowl champs, do you allow yourself to take it in? What is going 
through your head? 
 
COACH ARANDA: I appreciate the question. Not really. I was wondering -- I didn't know what the 
ceremony was going to be, and so I was wondering if there was something I had to say or do. And I 
was figuring -- I was hoping that I wouldn't make a fool of myself during that time. So I was kind of 
thinking that. (chuckles)  
 
Q. Dave, I just wonder how you feel like Gerry [Bohanon] played. Obviously the passing game 
wasn't really there. He leaned on the run game. But Gerry having been out all this time, what 
did you think about his approach and how he hung in there during this game? 
 
COACH ARANDA: I appreciate that. I thought Gerry -- one of his strongest suits as a person is his 
resilience and his confidence and his belief in others. And so I think you saw all of that in this game. In 
the weeks leading up to this game, you just saw just great excitement and great energy. And when you 
are in it and then you are out of it, to have a chance to come back in it in a game like this, it just means 
everything. You could see the joy in him. 
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When the game started and it was difficult to throw forward passes and all that and complete them, 
more specifically you could tell that he was challenged but found ways when stuff was covered up to 
run the ball; was encouraging his teammates; was carrying out his fakes with full speed so that we 
could buy a half a second so a running back could make a cut four yards down the line back inside.  
 
Just all of the things that you would expect out of him. You think about the journey that dude has been 
through. The best is yet to come with him. All this adversity that he goes through just makes him 
stronger. And he was strong for us at the end. 
 
Q. What went through your head when you saw Matt Corral go down? 
 
COACH ARANDA: I meant to ask to see the extent of the injury. I was immediately thinking of how 
that would impact the remaining offensive attack. And so was it going to be more or less tempo? More 
kind of "check with me" plays? Was it going to be more leaning on the run game? Was it going to be 
more tight end in the corps, three receivers out and throw it up? 
 
And I think there was some of all of that in the plays that followed. So you have an idea of those things, 
but you never really know. I think a lot of times the temperature of the game that you are in kind of tilts 
it one way or the other, but I hope that Matt's okay. 
 
Q. Could you reflect on Terrel Bernard's impact on this game? 
 
COACH ARANDA: I think Terrel had one of his best games. I think these last couple of games, Terrel 
has been more and more productive. I think the blitzing part of his game has really come on these last 
couple.  
 
I think his confidence in run fits and where people are at and why something is called, why a defense 
is called for what reason; anticipating what play; the weakness of that particular defense; all of those 
things, I think Terrel is a dude that when he understands it and he has got a grasp of all of those things 
can really let loose and play free. 
 
I think it's a great example for our younger players, for guys that, for sure, are going to have success. 
I look at next year, maybe in week one or week two, I imagine they will feel as if they have arrived.  
 
And here's Terrel with all of this history and all of this accomplishment and all of this championship-level 
play, and he's still striving, man. He's still working out and grinding to get better, and I think that's the 
path right there. So way proud of him. 
 
Q. Terrel, could you give us your thoughts on the way the game progressed tonight? And why 
you were able to be as effective as you were?  
 
TERREL BERNARD: Yes, we were definitely disappointed for their quarterback (Matt Corral) going 
down. I hate to see that for him.  
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But we expected tempo. We got a little bit of that throughout the first half. Definitely towards the end of 
the game, the running game, our fits were solid. It could have been cleaned up a little bit towards the 
middle, towards the end of the game.  
 
And then our pass rush and the pressures that Coach [Ron] Roberts was calling, a lot of them were 
getting home. I think causing havoc and obviously the interceptions and stuff that we got played a big 
part in the game. 
 
But just the D-line causing havoc, the corners and safeties doing their part, locking up receivers, and 
linebackers running around and making plays because the D-line is taking on multiple blockers.  I think 
it all kind of came full circle towards the end. I think we had one of our best games this year. 
 
Q. Abram, I was just wondering -- to see Monaray [Baldwin] come out and store that touchdown, 
not a likely hero. What was running through your mind on the offensive side during that play? 
 
ABRAM SMITH: I mean, I was excited when I seen him. When I got done with my fake, I looked over 
and I see someone really small running full speed. I'm like -- I see it in practice. He's been working on 
that a bunch, so just seeing him do that. 
 
I was so happy for him, his first actual collegiate touchdown. I remember running full speed to the end 
zone just to go celebrate with him. 
 
Q. Abram, you set the school record, the single-season record, 1,600 yards rushing. What do 
you say about that accomplishment? 
 
ABRAM SMITH: I mean, all the credit goes to the men up front. Without them, I can't really do anything. 
I'm just thankful for them and Coach [Jeff] Grimes and Coach [Eric] Mateos offering me the opportunity 
just to be back in the backfield. So I give all the credit to everybody up front, because without them, I 
couldn't have done it. 
 
Q. And Abram, you kept banging away. They delivered a pretty tough defensive effort tonight. 
What was that like for you having to grind out that yardage? 
 
ABRAM SMITH: Well, in our running back room, one thing that we establish is bully ball. And so we 
kind of just live by that. It is going to be a grind. But those four yards, six yards, they eventually are 
going to pop for 20, maybe 40. So for us, we just had that instilled in us from the beginning that 
everything is not going to be perfect, and you've got to grind it out.  
 
Q. This question is for all three of you. When you guys came to New Orleans for this game, you 
said that you guys felt like you had a point to prove in this game. What point do you feel like 
this win proves from y'all's perspective about your team? 
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COACH ARANDA: I will start. I appreciate the question. I would not put it as necessarily as a point to 
prove. I would say it as more of an identity to show. So not even really like a -- just to take the stage 
and to take the lights and the crowd and all of that and to be us all the way, man. Like, the "us" that 
we've worked on since January. 
 
These guys academically set the highest GPA for football that Baylor has ever had, in both spring and 
fall semester back to back, right? And so it was like a 3.2, I think, in spring. And then in fall, it was over 
3, 3.03, I think. And so guys that are doing it off the field and then getting this 12th win that Baylor has 
never done. So a bunch of never-dones at Baylor. 
 
All of that is with personal choices and doing little things right and adhering to a standard over feelings. 
And just way proud. And it's just something when you see that, you want other people to see it. I'm 
appreciative that we had the opportunity, and we took advantage of it. 
 
TERREL BERNARD: I would say, I feel like it shows the growth of the team. Since the day we got to 
New Orleans, I think everybody had front-side focus on keeping the main thing the main thing, and 
coming here and winning this game.  
 
Like Coach [Dave] Aranda said, doing something that Baylor has never done before, winning 12 
games, I couldn't be more proud of the guys.  
 
I feel like these past two and a half, three weeks of preparing for this game, we've had some of our 
best practices, and put together a really good plan. And just really excited to see how we executed and 
came out here and did what we were supposed to do. 
 
ABRAM SMITH: To kind of piggyback off of that, it's more of, like, not really a point. I think for us, it's 
just playing for one another. We look at the man to the left and right of us, and we want to give it our 
all for each other.  
 
So every time we stepped on the field, that was kind of our thing to go to. And we talked about it every 
time at halftime. So you could see us all firing each other up on the sideline. Like Terrel [Bernard] said, 
these past couple of weeks at practice have been the best weeks that I feel as well that we've had. 
 
So I think for us, I'm just way proud of this whole team and what we have accomplished. 
 
Q. Y'all played that defensive motto of "take three." How big was that to get the three picks 
tonight? And then Al's [Walcott] interception return, how big was that for the defense? 
 
TERREL BERNARD: Yes, it's huge. It's something we've preached all year. We were able to do it 
tonight.  
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And then taking one back for a touchdown, definitely a momentum swing in the game. I think JT's 
[Woods] two interceptions also broke the seal on some things and was able to open some things up 
for us on the offensive side.  
 
I think it was a huge accomplishment for us to go out there and get that done. 
 
Q. You talked about a legacy. What legacy do you feel like you leave here at Baylor? 
 
TERREL BERNARD: I think it goes back to what Coach [Dave] Aranda said, just doing things the way 
they are supposed to be done, not necessarily what you say, but how you do it. I think you can pick 
out 30 or 40 guys on this team that just do things the right way. There are probably more that aren't 
being seen yet but will be seen later on down the road.  
 
I think that's the cool thing about it. You just keep putting one foot in front of the other, doing what you 
are supposed to do, day in and day out. Eventually your time will come. And it's just crazy to see the 
growth and everything that's happened to get to this point. 
 
Q. Coach Aranda, did you guys change the defensive approach at all after Matt Corral's injury? 
And if so, in what ways did you change that? 
 
COACH ARANDA: I appreciate the question. We did not. I think a lot of it was, is it going to be -- is he 
going to be entrusted to make quick reads? Or is it going to be looks that maybe he's not getting a ton 
of reps in practice? So is it going to be slowed down more now? 
 
The way the game was going, there was a slow-down pace to it anyway. Not a lot of points being put 
up. Are the coaches on the sideline or in the booth on their side of it going to take more of a stronger 
hand of getting people in and out of good plays? So is that going to be the case? And if so, let's be 
really clean and concise with our plan with lookovers. 
 
Or the run game? Terrel [Bernard] mentioned it. There was a drive where we had some pressures 
called, and guys were getting out of their 1/11th and were trying to do too much and getting out of gaps. 
That transferred over to when they were throwing the ball and pass rush contained opposite the side 
the pressure was coming. So I think the ability to hone in on the run game when they are trying to be 
real concise, precise, on when they are throwing it and what they are throwing. 
 
And the other phase of it was just the tight end staying in the corps and some shot plays down the 
field. I think just being aware of those things and just having a real detailed plan and letting it rip from 
that point, I think, is really what the thing was. 
 
Q. Abram, can you take me through the emotions of that big-time play when it's one-on-one, 
you and the corner on the sideline, and you just run over him and set yourself up for a goal line 
play? 
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ABRAM SMITH: Well, I kind of saw whenever he dropped back into coverage that I was going to get 
the ball, because he was playing for Tyquan [Thornton] in that little bag route. I had to look back, look 
fast. And as soon as I got it on me, it was out there in front of me. I don't really put on a lot of moves, 
but I gave it a little shake, and I do what I always do and load my pass.  
 
I went vertical, and then kind of the rest speaks for itself. It slung off me, and I just kept fighting for 
yards, and then they set up the goal-line play. 
 
Q. Terrel, just in terms of kind of knowing the journey that you have gone through here at 
Baylor, now that you are a Big 12 champ, a Sugar Bowl champ, has it kind of sunk in yet? And 
secondly, what inspired the Tom Brady moment with the trophy afterwards? 
 
TERREL BERNARD: Yeah, I think just after the game, I kind of sat down and took a minute to really 
just appreciate the moment and kind of look back on everything that I have been through with my 
teammates and the journey that we've all had.  
 
And it's been amazing, man. I couldn't say enough good things about Baylor, about the people here. I 
think that's what truly makes this place special, is the people.  
 
Just after the game, I was just looking out at everybody standing in front of me, and just thinking about 
everybody's story and everybody's journey to get to this point. I couldn't be more proud of those guys, 
man. I'm so excited for everything that's come their way, and everybody finally getting the opportunity 
to be seen, like Coach [Dave] Aranda has been saying all week.  I'm just happy for everybody to finally 
be in that moment.  
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