
February 19, 2024 

 

To whom it may concern, 
                                                                                                         

I would like to nominate Joseph J. Galat to be inducted into the Miami University 
Cradle of Coaches. This prestigious honor would be fitting for the 1962 graduate whose 
MU accomplishments include captain of the football and wrestling teams, Outstanding 
Student Athlete Award, member of the All-Mid-American Conference team, football 
coach, head wrestling coach and 1982 Miami Hall of Fame inductee. Over the last sixty 
years Mr. Galat has left his mark on every level of football, from high school, collegiate, 
professional, international, and especially youth. 
                                                                                                    

Joe began his coaching career at the university level at Miami, Yale and 
Kentucky with such mentors as Bo Schembechler and Carm Cozza. He made his way 
to the NFL alongside John McVay with the New York Giants and later with the Houston 
Oilers. He traveled to Russia and coached American football clinics. Soon after he 
became head coach and general manager in the Canadian Football League with both 
the Montreal and the British Columbia teams. 

 
In addition to being a player, a coach, and a manager, Mr. Galat was a color 

sports commentator with the Candadian Broadcasting Company and has authored two 
books on football. Coaching Youth Football and The 100 Yard Classroom are both filled 
with wisdom and knowledge on how football develops self-discipline, character and 
team work. His life lessons learned within the game are shared to show their value off 
the field.  

 
Few of “Mighty Joe’s” accomplishments compare to his project of the last 27 

years and that is being the founder and president of American Youth Football. Creating 
the world’s largest youth football and cheer program which serves over 1,000,000 
children in 50 states is his way of “giving back.” Not only does his organization 
encourage the learning of a sport but emphasizes academics, community involvement 
and character development. Joe continues to oversee the regional and national 
championship tournaments as well as the day-to-day business of working with coaches, 
parents and players. 

 
Every experience in Coach Joe Galat’s football journey; player, captain, coach, 

manager, broadcaster, author and league director have demonstrated a dedication to 
the benefits of being involved in sports. I cannot think of a better example or more 
worthy person to be a member of the Miami University Cradle of Coaches.   
Sincerely,                                                                                                                            
    
                                          
Tracy A. McKinney                                                                                                               
Class of 1986 



Nominee's Name* Joseph Galat 
 

Nominee's Maiden Name* n/a 

Nominee's Sports Coached  
Coached Football: NCAA (Miami University, Yale University, University of Kentucky, 
Youngstown State), World Football League (Memphis Southmen Grizzlies), NFL 
(New York Giants, Houston Oilers), and Canadian Football League (Montreal 
Alouettes, British Columbia Lions)  
Coached Wrestling at Miami University and Yale University 

 
Nominee's Current Address*                                                                                            
     1000 South Pointe Drive TH9, Miami Beach, FL 33139 
 
Nominee's Years Played/Coached at Miami* 

Played football 1959-62 Co-captained football team 1960-1962 
Wrestled and captained wrestling team 1959-62 
Miami Football coach 1964-1969 
Wrestling head coach 1963-1969 
 

Nominee's Graduation Year* 1962 
 
Nominee's Letters Earned*  

Three football letters earned                                                                                   
 Three wrestling letters earned 
 
Nominee's Phone Number* (305)790-8559 
 
Nominee's Email Address* Joe@ayf.me 
 

Nominee Active or Retired?   

Joe is the president and CEO of American Youth Football, the world’s largest 
youth sports league. AYF is the top pathway for youth players to earn academic 
scholarships to continue their education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



List Criteria for Induction That Apply to Nominee* 
Section A Criteria:                                                                                                          
1. Miami University Bachelor of Science degree 1962 
2. Earned 3 varsity letters in football, 3 varsity letters in wrestling 
3. Full time assistant varsity football coach 1964-1969 
4. Full time head varsity wrestling coach 1963-1969 
 
Section B Criteria:                                                                                                       
1. Professional football coach for over 30 years 
2. Coached Miami football to two MAC championships, (1964, 1966), coached Miami      
wrestling to four MAC championships, coached Yale University football to two Ivy 
league championships 

(Coached 8 league championships) 
 
Section C Criteria: 
1. Coached professional football for over 30 years including 7 years as a head 

football coach, (Montreal Concorde/Alouettes, BC Lions), General Manager for 4 
years (Montreal and BC) 

2. Coached wrestling for 10 years including 6 years as head coach (Miami 
University, Yale University) 

(Thirteen years head coaching experience) 
 
Additional Honors and Awards* 
During Joe’s tenure as a student athlete at Miami he was awarded: 

Freshman Defensive Captain 
All MAC Second team 
Nine “Lineman of the week” awards 1960-61 
Co-captain of the football team 1960-1962 
Captain of Wrestling team 1959-1962 
Tribe Miami President 1962 
Outstanding Student Athlete 1962 (Currently the John Brickles Award)  

During Joe’s Miami coaching career: 
Assistant Coach of MAC Football 2 Co-Champs 1964, 1966 
Head Coach of 4 MAC wrestling champions 1964, 1965, 1968, 1969                     

      Wrestling Coaching record 58-18 
Miami Coach of the Year 1965, 1968 
Inducted into Miami University Hall of Fame 1982 

 
Who Submitted This Nomination?*  Tracy McKinney 
 
Relationship to Nominee* Daughter 
 
Phone Number* (513)571-1913 
 
E-Mail Address  tmckin314@gmail.com 
                                                                     



Additional Information:  
American Youth Football, founder and CEO:                                                                 
      Joe is referred to as the “Coach of a million kids” by the people he works with 
through American Youth Football. The league he started over 25 years ago has 
grown into the world's largest youth sports organization. Joe’s goal is that through 
the game of football, children have the opportunity to learn sportsmanship, 
leadership, character development, teamwork and the importance of academic 
achievement. AYF gives back by providing academic scholarships for its alumni 
players so they can continue their education in college. Each year AYF awards 60 
scholarships making it a top pathway for young athletes to succeed in college. The 
first round of the 2023 NFL draft included 5 AYF alumni.                                              
 
 Changing the game for the better:                                                                                
    With Joe’s experience at the collegiate and professional level he was instrumental 
working with Field Turf to install safer artificial surfaces at universities and 
professional football stadiums across the US and Canada. The technology behind 
the Field Turf playing surface changed the game of football by improving safety for 
the players and durability for the institution.                        
 
Military Service: Joe proudly served in the Marines* for four years. 
                                          
Miami Coaching tree:    

Joe has been privileged to share his coaching journey with legends from Miami 
such as Bo Schembechler (Miami), Carm Cozza (Yale), Bill Narduzzi (Yale, UK, 
Youngstown), John McVay (Memphis, Giants) and Ed Biles (Oilers). His coaching 
journey embodies the meaning behind Miami’s cradle of coaches.  

  
*Correction from electronic application 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 
 


