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WHY 828? 

This initiative began last year as a way to engage with 

and celebrate our local community. The event takes 

place on August 28th because of its numeric calendar 

date, 8/28, and the local area code, 828 sharing the 

same 828 numbers. Last year’s 828 Day was a student-

athlete driven festival where we invited the Hickory-area 

community to celebrate the mutually beneficial 

relationship between Lenoir-Rhyne and the City. 

828 DAY
What is 828 Day?
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Supporting Local Businesses



Lenoir-Rhyne University

The inaugural 828 Day included student-athlete led games and 

activities, local food trucks, and a limited edition poster giveaway 

on the football field in Moretz Stadium.  

2019828 DAY
x

https://www.facebook.com/159912384070811/posts/2457179704344056/
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This year’s event was scheduled to include all the same 

activities and happenings of the inaugural 828 Day with the 

addition of a Make-A-Wish reveal. Amidst the COVID-19 

pandemic, this year’s festivities had to be reimagined due to 

state regulations and social distancing requirements that 

would not allow mass gatherings. 

Despite the new limitations, we knew we still had to celebrate 

828 Day and find ways to engage with our community.

2020828 DAY

We shifted our focus to social media, 

complimented by activities that safely brought 

students and community members out to 

businesses celebrating with us.



Lenoir-Rhyne University

We partnered with our local government and businesses to 
ensure 828 Day and its purpose of celebrating the 
relationship between the Bears and Hickory was still honored. 
The goal was to create a social media blitz for all of Hickory 
and Lenoir-Rhyne alumni to celebrate with us. 
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The highlight of the social media component was the social takeovers 
between the City of Hickory and the Lenoir-Rhyne accounts. The 
takeovers let each entity share with the other’s audience why 828 Day 
and the relationship between Lenoir-Rhyne and Hickory is  so special and 
the partnership and collaboration that allows Lenoir-Rhyne and the City 
of Hickory to thrive together.

City of Hickory Collaboration
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 social media
takeover

c i t y  o f  h i c k o r y

Between the Bears Sports, Lenoir-Rhyne and City of Hickory social media accounts, 
we accumulated more than 142,000 social media impressions on 828 Day posts. 

https://www.facebook.com/114937908523424/videos/304219934183430/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZU__h9EtYoW0juIdH7XvDyq_lej-TzI79AQtthefJXRaGbzDgOHgltDT3mqFEOtX0wMbOTNf_NWrRy-Q7K243X-1AKkaooJm5aazEswkKoSwvBCJM_3IG3Y4CqSILYlLZQ8wMNok0Czf5JekqXRnpT7
https://www.facebook.com/cityofhickory/videos/776588823102840/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDDe5BKDVVBpxRGiBk6vxKdRIrbncgB_7uHrMGvnnYY_rNe1X91eUTbxAYGM8gavB-iLOPN89R6wfKGXAOTbI0zoSLKlZAfJTYaMCatDiGB5_gUo9kV2PX62FemxN2I67QlQKdAO6py5WWRmmElV4FeCZeAujF31viaIphr8HF8DXJpoawkTw3jh_2E4L-P6cTdeJvQI-X28T2DnVjKxNcUaAPjIDO_pcLPRJQv35p-ymdJJZXIFSq7t_KCjgIWxqQLjpNqY3fm4AoDRFLZv0gTJP-c1IZsdrCl_v4tX2WcRq0DuAmBbeTiV_Rf1MGFJkKkZns&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/LRBears/videos/317424296242300/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD9oVsiNN48FoEZ91xgoiBTvNXiQsFFiHQZIjqHJ8IDUkDhaFcEbujWiTLMJjv8SxRR28LtWPj84NEQEpGHZ0CvL74BBPE5fnb73_-cPWAmRs1mPYQCRi7qA8WwZbXtxZKbwEjrUAt5efxiTVqjnWRqcX0JCvlBBHeRN-wEtP6JLqSw9iig48NepfeTAdncBy0PKeQZRRMw4QUW4oAOZDhDgKiALp2FC2sQpHfDghGK_6r3bR5CGJMwhnfci8-7KCXXTVxEmvd5sQJC-V9rRbU7gdZ9YbIjBgStOIdBosEkVNm4mHEYM4IO-w4Q0azhETjp7iQf_mm_038&__tn__=-R
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Entity Total Impressions

City of Hickory 58,265

Lenoir-Rhyne University 47,911

Bears Sports 36,444

828 day  social impressions
e n g a g e m e n t  n u m b e r s

Social Engagement

142,620
t o t a l  r e a c h e d
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“
Local businesses also participated in celebrating 828 Day by wearing red and 

black and offering one-day-only, 828 themed discounts and specials. The 828 

Day Deals served to encourage students, fans and community members to 

support the local businesses who were negatively impacted by the pandemic.  

Supporting Local Businesses
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“828 Day was a huge success 

at Tutti Frutti! Thanks for 

partnering with us on 828 Day 

and future events!” - Tutti Frutti

“Fridays are usually a slower day for us but 828 Day 

sales kept us very busy. Anytime we can participate 

and support our community we would love to! Thank 

you for the opportunity!” - Groucho’s Deli

“828 Day was great for business! We sold 134 custom shirts with our $8.28 deal and saw 

so many new customers. Thank you for letting us be a part of 828 Day!” 

- Custom Design Group ”
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To showcase the community relationships, we hosted the 828 

Day Card Chase. Students and community members 

participated by picking up an 828 Day Card Chase card 

and collected stamps from participating businesses. Anyone 

who collected at least three stamps was able to redeem 

their card for an “828 Day” T-shirt.  

T-shirts were distributed downtown where the mascot, Joe 

Bear, spirit team members, Lenoir-Rhyne and City of Hickory 

representatives were there to safely and social distantly 

celebrate the conclusion of the day’s events. 

card chase

Social Media Initiatives
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828 day

Lenoir-Rhyne University

x

100
shirts

given away!
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resultsthe

As the 828 Day tradition continues, we plan to combine the in-person 

student-athlete led festival, community outreach and social media 

coverage for an all-encompassing event. 

  

While the 2020 event looked very different, we still came together with our 

city and community to celebrate and give back. Lenoir-Rhyne wouldn’t 

be the place it is without the love and support from our 828 community!

x

https://twitter.com/lenoirrhyne/status/1299474311560884224

