
Kentucky Wesleyan College
Women's Basketball

November 8,  2024 |  5 :30 pm CT |  Owensboro,  Ky.  |  Owensboro Sportscenter  (5,000)

KWCPanthers.com @KWCPanthers Kentucky Wesleyan
College Athletics @KWCPanthers

OVERALL: 0-0
G-MAC: 0-0 | Non-Conference: 0-0

Home: 0-0 | Away: 0-0 | Neutral: 0-0

SCHEDULE 

NOVEMBER	
8	 Kentucky State	 5:30 PM
16	 Trevecca Nazarene	 2:00 PM
22	 Missouri - St. Louis	 5:00 PM

DECEMBER	
3	 Lake Erie*	 12:00 PM 
5	 Ursuline*	 5:30 PM
11	 Western Kentucky (EXH)	 TBA
14	 Ashland*	 12:00 PM
16	 Malone*	 12:00 PM
19	 Saint Mary-of-the-Woods	 5:00 PM
22	 Missouri Baptist	 1:00 PM	

JANUARY	
2	 Cedarville*	 5:30 PM
4	 Walsh*	 12:00 PM
9	 Lake Erie*	 4:30 PM
11	 Walsh*	 TBA
16	 Ohio Dominican*	 4:30 PM
18	 Cedarville*	 12:00 PM
23	 Northwood*	 5:30 PM
25	 Malone*	 12:45 PM
29	 Thomas More*	 5:30 PM

FEBRUARY	
1	 Hillsdale*	 12:00 PM
6	 Tiffin*	 5:30 PM
8	 Hillsdale*	 12:00 PM
13	 Northwood*	 5:00 PM
15	 Findlay*	 12:00 PM
22	 Ohio Dominican*	 12:00 PM

MARCH	
1	 Thomas More*	 12:00 PM

*Great Midwest contest
BOLD - Home Game

INSIDE THE MATCHUP
Kentucky Wesleyan Panthers (0-0, 0-0 G-MAC)
Last Game: 
Location: Owensboro, Ky.
Head Coach: Nicole Nieman (Aquinas ‘02)
Record at KWC: 279-120 in 15th season
Career Record: 177-122 in 12th season

Kentucky State Thorobreds (0-0, 0-0 SIAC)
Last Game: 
Location: Frankfort, Ky.
Head Coach: Amani Will iams (KSU ‘20)
Record at KSU: 21-7 in 2nd season
Career Record: 21-7 in 2nd season

STORYLINES
FRESH PANTHER FACES: The Kentucky Wesleyan women’s basketball program 
has just three players returning from last season’s 21-7 team: Shiya Hoosier, 
Sydnee Richetto, and Myah Montgomery. The new faces include f ive fresh-
man (Asia Sawyers, Lena Stinebrickner, Emma Bruwer, Carson Sisk, and Laura 
Hruby) and four transfers (Arielle Dabu, Riley Neal, Vilborg Jonsdottir,  and Ilani 
Will iams-Harris). 

NEW STRUCTURE AT THE TOP:  After 14 seasons as co-head coaches of the 
Kentucky Wesleyan women’s basketball program, Nicole Nieman is now the 
head coach while Caleb Nieman has been titled the associate head coach. 
Although different in structure, the operation is set to remain the same as the 
Niemans look to build on their incredible run thus far. 

SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGNS:  Both programs are coming off successful campaigns 
last season as both f inished with a 21-7 record. The Panthers appeared in the 
Division II  Tournament, ultimately fall ing in the f irst round to Northern 
Michigan, while the Thorobreds made it to the championship of the SIAC 
Tournament before narrowly being defeated by Miles.   

YOUTH AT THE HELM: Amani Will iams, a Kentucky State women’s basketball 
alum from just four years ago, was named the Thorobreds head coach before 
last season. In her f irst year, she was named the SIAC Coach of the Year and led 
Kentucky State to the 2023-24 SIAC Regular Season West Division Title. 
Will iams and the Thorobreds will  look to build on that campaign this season. 

SERIES HISTORY: This will  be just the fourth matchup among the two programs 
all-time, with Kentucky State currently leading 2-1. The programs faced off twice 
in the 2015-16 season, with the Thorobreds taking the f irst 79-59 in Frankfort 
and the second 72-64 in Owensboro. The Panthers’ lone win came last season, 
an impressive 95-51 triumph in Frankfort. 
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PANTHERS NUMERICAL ROSTER
#	 Name	 Pos. 	 Ht . 		  C l . 	 Hometown/High S chool/Previous  S chool
1 	 As ia  S awyers 	 G 	 5 -9 		  Fr. 	 Ga l lat in ,  Tenn.  /  Ga l lat in
3 	 Sydnee  Richetto 	 G 	 5 -8 		  Sr. 	 Mount  Ju l iet ,  Tenn.  /  Green  Hi l l  /  Wofford
4	 Lena  St inebr i ckner 	 G 	 5 -8 		  Fr. 	 London,  Ontar io  /  St .  Mar y  Catho l i c  S econdar y
5 	 Ar ie l le  Dabu	 G	 5 -7 		  S r. 	 Ar l ington  He ights ,  I l l .  /  Loyo la  Academy /  F lor ida  S outhern
10 	 Ri ley  Nea l 	 F 	 5 -1 1 		  J r . 	 Prospec t ,  Ky.  /  Nor th  O ldham /  Miami  (Ohio)
1 1 	 Emma Bruwer 	 G 	 5 -9 		  Fr. 	 Lowel l ,  Mich .  /  Nor th  Po inte  C hr ist ian
13 	 V i lborg  Jonsdott i r 	 G 	 5 -5 		  J r . 	 N jardv ik ,  I ce land  /  F jo lbrautasko l i  Sudurmes ja  /  Minot  State
14 	 I lan i  Wi l l iams-Harr i s 	 G 	 5 -7 		  5th 	 Ind ianapo l i s ,  Ind .  /  Covenant  C hr i st ian  /  Ind ianapo l i s
20	 Sh iya  Hoos ier 	 G 	 5 -5 		  5th 	 Hendersonv i l le ,  Tenn.  /  Beech  S en ior
21 	 Carson  S isk 	 F 	 5 -1 1 		  Fr. 	 Lou isv i l le ,  Ky.  /  DeS a les
23 	 Myah Montgomer y 	 F 	 6 -0		  J r . 	 Ho l land ,  Ind .  /  S outhr idge
32 	 Laura  Hruby 	 G 	 5 -8 		  Fr. 	 Budapest ,  Hungar y  /  Veres  Pa lne  S econdar y

COACHING STAFF

Nicole Nieman		  Head Coach
Caleb Nieman		  Associate HC
Martin Daniel 		  Assistant Coach

PANTHERS ALPHABETICAL ROSTER
#	 Name	 Pos. 	 Ht . 		  C l . 	 Hometown/High S chool/Previous  S chool
1 1 	 Emma Bruwer 	 G 	 5 -9 		  Fr. 	 Lowel l ,  Mich .  /  Nor th  Po inte  C hr ist ian
5 	 Ar ie l le  Dabu	 G	 5 -7 		  S r. 	 Ar l ington  He ights ,  I l l .  /  Loyo la  Academy /  F lor ida  S outhern
20	 Sh iya  Hoos ier 	 G 	 5 -5 		  5th 	 Hendersonv i l le ,  Tenn.  /  Beech  S en ior
32 	 Laura  Hruby 	 G 	 5 -8 		  Fr. 	 Budapest ,  Hungar y  /  Veres  Pa lne  S econdar y
13 	 V i lborg  Jonsdott i r 	 G 	 5 -5 		  J r . 	 N jardv ik ,  I ce land  /  F jo lbrautasko l i  Sudurmes ja  /  Minot  State
23 	 Myah Montgomer y 	 F 	 6 -0		  J r . 	 Ho l land ,  Ind .  /  S outhr idge
10 	 Ri ley  Nea l 	 F 	 5 -1 1 		  J r . 	 Prospec t ,  Ky.  /  Nor th  O ldham /  Miami  (Ohio)
3 	 Sydnee  Richetto 	 G 	 5 -8 		  Sr. 	 Mount  Ju l iet ,  Tenn.  /  Green  Hi l l  /  Wofford
1 	 As ia  S awyers 	 G 	 5 -9 		  Fr. 	 Ga l lat in ,  Tenn.  /  Ga l lat in
21 	 Carson  S isk 	 F 	 5 -1 1 		  Fr. 	 Lou isv i l le ,  Ky.  /  DeS a les
4 	 Lena  St inebr i ckner 	 G 	 5 -8 		  Fr. 	 London,  Ontar io  /  St .  Mar y  Catho l i c  S econdar y
14 	 I lan i  Wi l l iams-Harr i s 	 G 	 5 -7 		  5th 	 Ind ianapo l i s ,  Ind .  /  Covenant  C hr i st ian  /  Ind ianapo l i s
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MEET THE PANTHERS

Sydnee Richetto
Sr | G | 5-8

N i c o l e  N i e m a n
H e a d  C o a c h

Caleb Nieman
A s s o c i a t e  H C

3

Arielle Dabu
Sr | G | 5-7

5
Riley Neal
Jr | F | 5-11

10
Emma Bruwer

Fr | G | 5-9

11
Vilborg Jonsdottir

Jr | G | 5-5

13
Ilani Williams-Harris

5th | G | 5-7

14

Shiya Hoosier
5th | G | 5-5

20
Carson Sisk

Fr | F | 5-11

21

Asia Sawyers
Fr | G | 5-9 

Myah Montgomery
Jr | F | 6-0

23
Lauren Hruby

Fr | G | 5-8

32

Lena Stinebrickner
Fr | G | 5-8

41
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THE COACHES 

The team of Nicole and Caleb Nieman enter their 15th season together at 
Kentucky Wesleyan College, this time with a new structure at the top. Nicole is 
now the sole head coach, while Caleb’s official title is associate head coach of the 
Panthers. The Niemans have recorded a 279-120 overall record at the helm of the 
program.

The Niemans’ historic success as a duo continued last season, as the Panthers 
compiled a 21-7 record and another NCAA Tournament appearance, ultimately 
falling to Northern Michigan in the first round. Jordyn Barga (11.1 PPG), Emmy 
Ralph (11.0 PPG), and Corina Conley (10.8 PPG) led the way during another win-
ning campaign.

In 2023, the Panthers qualified for yet another NCAA tournament. Led by 
first team all-conference members Cali Nolot and Tahlia Walton, the Panthers 
finished their season with a record of 23-7, and fell to #5 Grand Valley State in 
overtime in the NCAA Regional.

Caleb and Nicole led Wesleyan to another strong season in 2021-22, finishing the 
year with a 19-10 (15-6 G-MAC) record. They concluded the season ranked ninth 
in the region and made the semi-finals of the G-MAC tournament.

In 2021, the Panthers had yet another successful season, going 18-6 with a 16-4 
mark in the G-MAC. This season included a nine game winning streak and a birth 
in both the G-MAC title game as well as the NCAA Midwest Regional as the #3 
seed.

The Niemans guided the Panthers to a 24-8 record in 2019 with a 18-4 mark in 
the Great Midwest Athletic Conference. Wesleyan won the regular season Great 
Midwest Title while earning an at large bid into the NCAA
Tournament, marking the third time in their tenure. The Panthers
post-season run ended with a loss to the nation’s top team in Drury
University.  Wesleyan also produced a perfect 16-0 mark at the Sportscenter, the 
longest home winning streak in school history.

The Panthers finished 2018 with a 15-12 record and an even 11-11 mark in Great 
Midwest action. Wesleyan qualified again for the Great Midwest Tournament, 
falling in the opening round to Walsh, 75-67. 

More success continued for the Panthers in 2017 as the Nieman’s guided Wes-
leyan to a 19-8 overall record with an 8-6 mark in the Great Midwest Athletic 
Conference. The season featured an 11 game winning-streak that ran into the 
New Year. 

In 2016, the Nieman’s won their 100th game after defeating Lane College 69-45. 
It is the fastest to 100 wins by any women’s basketball coaches in Kentucky 
Wesleyan history.

For the third consecutive season, the Niemans produced 20-wins as they 
finished the 2014-15 year with a 20-9 record, place third in the G-MAC regular 
season while reaching the G-MAC Championship game for the third time in four 
seasons..

The 2013-14 season marked a banner year as they won the Great Midwest 
Athletic Conference Tournament Championship after tying for third in the regular 
season as they compiled their second straight 20-win season with a 21-8 record 
plus 12-4 in the G-MAC.  

The Nieman’s also saw Karly Rhodes become their first All-American that sea-
son. She became the third Panther in history to receive this honor. 

Kentucky Wesleyan captured a share of their first-ever Great Lakes Valley Con-
ference East Division Championship with a 14-4 slate and earning a trip to the 
NCAA Midwest Region Quarterfinals by finishing with a 20-9 record
during the 2012-13 season.  The 20 wins and the NCAA tournament
appearance marked only the second time in Panther history, while the 14 

GLVC wins set a new KWC single season record. The Niemans guided the squad 
to 10 victories in their last 12 games.
 
The Panthers also climbed to their highest spot in the NCAA Midwest Region 
rankings at No. 5 in the final poll. They also produced their second biggest
upset in history by defeating the nation’s No. 5 team, Indianapolis, 67-61, on Jan. 
17.  KWC led the GLVC in three-pointers, second in forcing turnovers and third in 
scoring offense. This marked the third straight season KWC finished in the Top 
Three in the league.  The five graduating seniors ended their career as the win-
ningest senior class in history with a four-year record 65 wins.
 
The 2011-12 Panthers compiled their second straight 17-win season with a 
17-13 mark as they pulled off two one-point upsets including over No. 16-ranked 
Wisconsin-Parkside in the Great Lakes Valley Conference
Tournament to reach the championship game for the first time in
program history.
 
The Niemans’ guided KWC to a 17-10 record in 2010-11 and the first-ever trip to 
the NCAA tournament in their 36-year history. The 17-wins tied for the third-
most in history as they earned KWC’s highest finish in the GLVC East Division 
with a second place tie.
 
They used 17 different starting lineups where 11 of 12 saw action in 20-plus 
games with all averaging 13 minutes or more per contest in their first season 
leading the Panthers.

The couple came to KWC as assistants to then head coach Ron Williams in the 
summer of 2009 from Michigan where they combined for six years serving as 
co-head coaches in high school and two years of college coaching experience at 
a Division III powerhouse.
 
Prior to moving to Owensboro, Nicole spent two seasons as an assistant and 
head junior varsity coach at the legendary Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Mich. 
She helped lead the Knights to 35 wins in two years including a 19-8 record in 
2009 where they set the NCAA Division III single game attendance record 4,395.
 
At the prep level the Nieman’s inherited a 2-19 team at Greenville High School 
in Greenville, Mich., and proceeded to take the Yellow Jackets to back-to-back 
Class A district playoff wins for the first time since the 1998 season. For their 
accomplishments, they were named the Area’s Coach of the Year.
 
Caleb, a certified strength and conditioning specialist, worked for the Grand 
Rapids MVP Sportsplex supervising over 700 athletes including collegiate and 
professional teams and athletes plus the Michigan State University’s Athletic 
Strength and Conditioning program.
 
Caleb graduated from Grand Valley State University in 2001 with a bachelor’s 
degree in physical education and a master’s in kinesiology from Michigan State 
University in 2009.
 
Nicole, a native of Marlette, Mich. graduated from Aquinas College in 2002 with 
a bachelor’s degree in learning disabilities and a master’s in kinesiology from 
Michigan State University in 2009. They have one daughter, Lilly.

The Niemans
15th  season
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KWC SINGLE GAME RECORDS
PLAYER
Points: 40, Angie Johnson vs. Southern Indiana, 1-4-98
FGs: 15, Octavia Dean vs. Bellarmine, 3-7-92
FG Atts: 31, Octavia Dean vs. Bellarmine, 3-7-92
FG Pct: 100.0 (8-8), Kerrie Moore vs. Kentucky State, 2-5-92
3Pt FGs: 9, Stephanie Jarvis vs. Quincy, 2-14-98
3Pt FG Atts: 15, Angie Johnson vs. Wisconsin-Parkside, 1-11-97
3Pt FG Pct: 77.8 (7-9), Lauren Goffinet at Webber Int, 12-20-09
FTs: 17, Connie Logsdon vs. Northern Kentucky, 2-12-87
FT Atts: 22, Alice Shade vs. Lincoln Memorial, 12-1-90
FT Pct: 100.0 (13-13), Alice Shade vs. Brescia, 12-16-89
Consec. FTs: 15, Octavia Dean vs. SIU Edwardsville, 1-30-92
Rebounds: 24, Janice Johnson vs. Georgetown, 2/5/79
Assists: 15, Brenda Britt vs. Indiana Tech, 12-30-82
Blocked Shots: 6, Heather Edwards vs. Northern Kentucky, 1990
Steals: 8, Octavia Dean vs. Lewis, 1-25-92
Minutes Played: 50, three tied

TEAM 
Points: 119 vs. Ohio Christian, 11-15-18
Win Margin: +93 (119-26) vs. Ohio Christian, 11-15-18
Field Goals: 44 vs. Pikeville, 2-9-84
FG Attempts: 95 vs. Oakland City, 12-21-81
FG Percentage: 66.0 (35-53) vs. Brescia, 12-8-86
3 Pt Field Goals: 19 vs. Ohio Christian, 11-15-18
3 Pt FG Attempts: 38 vs. Ohio Christian, 11-15-18
3 Pt FG Percentage: 100.0 (8-8) at Quincy, 2-1-01    
Free Throws: 45 vs. West Virginia Tech, 11-20-01
FT Attempts: 58 vs. West Virginia Tech, 11-20-01
FT Percentage: 100.0 (15-15) vs. Bellarmine, 1-9-97
Rebounds: 62 vs. Southern Indiana, 2-8-82
Assists: 32 vs. Southern Indiana, 2-8-82
Blocked Shots: 8, three times
Steals: 21 vs. Quincy, 1-14-89 and vs. Ohio Christian, 11-15-18 

ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS
Trey Curry	 Director of Athletic Communications
	 trey.curry@kwc.edu
	 (270) 852 - 3347
Ken Badylak	 Assistant Director of Athletic Communications
	 ken.badylak@kwc.edu
	 (270) 852 - 3502

ATHLETICS INFORMATION
Nickname	 Panthers
Colors	 Purple and White
Arena	 The Owensboro Sportscenter
Capacity	 5,000
Aff i l iat ions	 NCAA Division I I
Region	 Midwest
Conference	 Great Midwest
Sports	 14
Men’s Sports	 basebal l ,  basketbal l ,
	 footbal l ,  golf,  soccer,  tennis,
	 wrestl ing
Women’s Sports	 basketbal l ,  cheerleading, 
	 golf,  soccer, 
	 softbal l ,  tennis,  vol leybal l

GENERAL INFORMATION
Kentucky Wesleyan College
Founded	 1858
Address	 3000 Frederica Street
	 Owensboro,  Ky.  42301
Enrol lment	 800
President	 Dr.  James Cousins
Church Aff i l iat ion	 United Methodist

ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATION
Mark Shook	 Director of Athletics
Shiloh Young	 Assistant Athletic Director/ 
	 Sport Admin. /Compliance/
	 SA Services/SWA
Alex Vogel	 Assistant Athletic Director/			
	 Sports Medicine and Healthcare
Ken Badylak	 Assistant Athletic Director/		
                              	 Sport Admin. /SA Initiatives/		
	 Communications
Jordyn Barga	 Director of Internal Ops and 		
	 Marketing
Trey Curry	 Director of Strategic 
	 Communications and Fan 
	 Engagement


