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JEROME TANG:  I would like to thank my Lord and Savior
for this opportunity that He has given me, the many
blessings that He has placed on my life.  I know my
profession is coaching, but my calling and passion is
ministry, and I love being able to spend time around these
young men and just help them to grow and become great
husbands, become great fathers and leaders in their
community.  It's so much fun to do it through the game of
basketball.

This is the best time of year for college basketball, and to
be able to be a part of this and to get a win, you know, we
never are going to take for granted winning.  It's just so
hard to do.  As you look across the Tournament, you see
the upsets.  So we're just super thankful that we get to be
together for another day and they get to hear me yell at
them.

THE MODERATOR:  Questions.

Q.  Coach first and then the players:  You guys
dominated the paint matchup 48-30.  Was there
something that you saw early on in the game that
allowed you to take advantage of that, or how did you
take advantage of the inside the paint matchup?

JEROME TANG:  You know, we've been a paint point team
all year long.  It's just something that is an emphasis for us.

 Whether we get there by the dribble or the pass, it's just
something that is a point of emphasis for us.

MARKQUIS NOWELL:  I want to give all the glory for the
Man above for giving me this opportunity, this platform to
showcase my skills and my talents.

But like Coach said, it's the big emphasis on getting to the
paint.  When you get to the paint, it draws so much
attention, and we have dynamic players, dynamic guards
that can get to the paint and create for each other.  You
just saw it today.  When we play together and for each
other, we're a really good team.

NAE'QWAN TOMLIN:  Today, I mean, that's pretty much a
point of emphasis on our games pretty much.  Getting paint
touches, and that's just a better offense for us.

KEYONTAE JOHNSON:  Basically what they said.  I feel
like we do a good job of attacking when a lot of other
teams put two on the ball, we kick out and get the open
three.  I feel like that's part of our game style that we like to
play.

Q.  Coach, just got to ask, what lessons did you take
from being an assistant coach in the tourney to now
being the head man?

JEROME TANG:  Well, first of all, that winning is hard. 
The hardest game to win is that first one.  Not that any one
gets easier, but it just doesn't get any harder as far as how
many days you have to prepare for it.  As you saw,
Montana State did a great job of preparing.  They caused
us problems.  What they did defensively, denying Markquis
the ball.

The other thing is that you can't look at the whole bracket. 
We just look at one game.  We forget about everybody
else.  You know, I've been a part of two consecutive years
where we were the higher seed and lost.  One on the
buzzer beater, and another one that Yale pretty much took
it to us.

So the seeding doesn't matter in college basketball.  It's
about that 40 minutes because the ball doesn't know seed
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numbers.  It just knows hoopers.  You've got to go get it.

Q.  For each of the players, I just want to know it's a
step-by-step process.  Your first NCAA Tournament. 
Now your first NCAA Tournament win.  What are the
emotions of this moment?

KEYONTAE JOHNSON:  It's big.  A lot of us on the team
haven't made it to the tournament yet, so we always
preach just enjoy the moment, and we just try to go out
there and have fun.

For us to get the win it showed how well-connected we
were together and how much we love each other today.

NAE'QWAN TOMLIN:  Today we just tried to take
everything at a time, to go 1-0.  So we don't focus on the
other games, but the games that we play same day.  So
that's just what we try to do.

MARKQUIS NOWELL:  Today was a blessing.  I mean, we
all have fun out there.  It was a joy to be a part of that, but
winning is even better when you get to do that.

Give credit to my teammates.  Everybody contributed from
the starters to the bench.  We had big-time minutes from
David, Tykei, Cam.  You know, the people that's not up
here also contributed and played well today, so we've got
to show them some love too.

Q.  Nae'Qwan, everyone kind of knows your story of
not playing organized basketball on a team level until
you got to college.  To put on the performance you did
in your first national event like this, what's that kind of
mean to you to fight through early foul trouble like you
did, the second half like you did to get your team to
victory?

NAE'QWAN TOMLIN:  I want to thank my teammates. 
They tried to keep me level-head and tried to keep my
head up because when I get in foul trouble, I get down on
myself.  So they just try to, like, second half it's going to be
your half.  You're going to play smart.  Try to stay out of
foul trouble.  This is definitely a dream come true, though.

Q.  Markquis, this is for you:  I believe you tied a career
high in assists.  What does that mean to you?  Then I
was going to ask Keyontae, just talk about Markquis as
a playmaker.

MARKQUIS NOWELL:  It's a blessing to tie my career
high, but I have to give credit to my teammates for getting
open and finishing the plays.  It was just a well-executed
ball game and game plan that the coaching staff came up
with, and the players, we executed it.  I have to give a lot of

credit to my teammates.

KEYONTAE JOHNSON:  Markquis, he is an excellent point
guard.  To me he could shoot, create for himself, and he
sees the court at a high rate.  When we get out on a
fastbreak, he sees you, we are locked in and do what he
executes.  To have a point guard like that is a blessing
really.

Q.  Coach, I know you're basking in this win, but if you
could look ahead to Kentucky, you saw the first game. 
There was pretty good home-court advantage for them.
 A lot of fans in the stands for them.  What do you see
from them?  And talk about this upcoming matchup, if
you can.

JEROME TANG:  I really haven't thought much about it.  I
asked the guys to focus on one game.  That's Montana
State, and that's what I've done.  We'll go back and watch
film really and watch much of the first game.

This won't be my first time playing Kentucky.  We broke
their 55-game win streak when I was at Baylor at Rupp,
and the other two times that we played them a neutral site
we won.  You know, I understand how the Cats travel, but
our Cats travel too.

Q.  Coach Tang, you recalled playing against RaeQuan
Battle two years ago.  Obviously he is a big part of
MSU's offense today.  What did you see in him today
that you knew you had to deal with coming in, and
were there any shades of what you saw two years
ago?

JEROME TANG:  I was disappointed that he had the
braids today.  When we played him at Washington, he had
the fro.  Had he it out, and it looked like he was 6'10".  He
is a big-time talent.  He was making tough shots, and that's
what big-time players do.

I thought he was really good at Washington.  He is a high
major player, and coaches did a great job of developing his
game and allowing him to play free.  You can just see the
confidence that he has as a player.  He is hard to guard. 
We were trying to limit his touches, and he just rolls up and
made big shots after big shots.

Q.  This one is for Markquis:  You hit a three with about
eight minutes left right when Montana State went to
that 1-3-1.  Looked like you gave a little flex to the
crowd.  Just curious, did you hear Montana State fans
chirping?  Was there a little message you were trying
to send?

MARKQUIS NOWELL:  No, I didn't hear them at all, but,
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you know, it's just a fun atmosphere, fun environment.  I
just -- that was just my time to showcase and flex a little bit.

Q.  Coach Tang, I'm just curious, what are you
proudest of when it comes to this game today?  What
pleased you the most?

JEROME TANG:  Well, you know, defensively the fact that
we knew that for them to win, they had to make threes or
shoot twos at a really, really high rate.  I felt like we did a
really good job of making it tough on them.

The other thing is that they have for the season they made
more free-throws than their opponents attempted, and so
keeping them off the free-throw line was important to us,
and we did a really good job of that.

Then for the most part we took care of the ball.  You know,
and our positive assist-to-turnover ratio gave us this
opportunity.

Q.  Coach, Montana State opened with the two bigs
both on the floor, which is a look that they've shown a
little bit this season, but not much.  How much do you
feel like that influenced the early game, and what was
your kind of counter to that?

JEROME TANG:  We were prepared for either one.  I
thought going on with the two bigs meant that they were
going to try to take advantage of what was going on the
inside, but really RaeQuan just stepped up and made shots
early, so it wasn't the bigs that bothered us.  It was him
rising up and making really tough shots.

In the Big 12 we face all kinds of stuff.  Double two bigs,
four guards.  You face it all.  Through the course of the
game, their line-up changed, so it wasn't necessarily how
the game started that really impacted anything.

Q.  Coach Tang, early in the second half Nae'Qwan had
a couple of buckets.  First bucket in the second half
had a 6-0 run.  Can you explain if at halftime that was a
matchup that you wanted to exploit, and if so, why?

JEROME TANG:  I just feel when these three guys are on
the floor, like, we're hard to guard.  So whenever
Nae'Qwan stays out of foul trouble and, you know, is on
the floor, he is a mismatch because it doesn't matter what
position he is at.  He is a positionless basketball player, as
is Keyontae.

We just want him to be aggressive on the offensive end,
and he was in the second half because he got to play and
got 20 minutes.  If we can get 30 out of him, then we might
be really good.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you, guys.

FastScripts by ASAP Sports
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DANNY SPRINKLE:  First off, really proud of our team. 
Not only for this game, but the season that they had.  The
adversity they fought through all year and continued to
compete.  It was kind of a tale -- our season was kind of
entailed in this game to me.

We just kept battling back and battling back and battling
back.  We couldn't get over that hump tonight.  I thought
we had some decent looks from three, but I thought give
them credit.  They guarded us.  You know, their length and
athleticism caused us some problems a little bit, getting the
ball reversed, but, you know, I thought at times we had
some looks that any time you are going to upset a team,
you know, you have to make clean threes, and you can't
miss free throws at the rate that we did.  It was kind of
uncharacteristic for us going 9-for-17.  We're usually a
pretty good free-throw shooting team.

Then, like we talked about in pregame, you know, you can't
turn the ball over 16 times against a team like that.  But
proud of our guys and the effort they showed, and for us to
still have it basically a three-possession game with under
five minutes to go, you know, playing as poorly as we is a
testament to our guys and continuing to fight and fight and
claw back, but, you know, Kansas State had a lot to deal
with us playing bad too.

THE MODERATOR:  Questions.

Q.  Coach, Nowell and Johnson, Third-Team All

Americans I guess for a reason.

DANNY SPRINKLE:  Yeah.

Q.  I just wonder if you could address how you guys
kind of struggled with them?

DANNY SPRINKLE:  Yeah, I mean, everyone in the
country has struggled with them.  Nowell, I mean, he is just
tremendous.  He is so fast and quick.  He has some of the
quickest hands that I have seen defensively, even
loose-ball rebounds.  He comes up with everything.

I thought he control the game like a good point guard does,
and I thought Darius did the same, but Nowell, I thought he
made some huge threes.  That one three he hit kind of at
the end of the clock, it had to have been over 30 feet.  It
almost looked like he was past the hash mark.

Keyontae Johnson is tremendous.  A big, thick body.  He
made all those midrange shots.  When he gets going
putting the ball on the floor, he is so strong and athletic
that, I mean, we don't see a lot of guys like that in our
league (laughing).

Q.  RaeQuan, 26 points tonight.  Did you come out
looking to attack at all, or what was your mind set
coming into it?

RAEQUAN BATTLE:  As player that's who I am.  I love to
attack the defense making sure I find the open gaps and
making sure I can get to the hoop and find an open three,
but initially, no.  I always trust what our game plan is from
the coaches and go from there, and then I'll take what they
give me.  Sometimes I'll have to create for myself, but, you
know, yeah, that's where my mind is at.

Q.  Darius, two questions for you:  One, how much did
this experience kind of live up to what you were
expecting out of it for your first time at the NCAA
Tournament?  And Coach has talked about Kansas
State's athleticism and length.  Did that make it any
more difficult to run your offense in the way that you
all hoped to?
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DARIUS BROWN II:  The experience was everything that
all the guys from last year talked about.  I went to their
game at San Diego last year, and it felt way different being
on the court than what I saw from the stands last year
when I saw, but it was a great experience that I'll
remember for the rest of my life.

As far as their defense went, I thought that they -- it was
harder probably their off-ball defense.  Like the way they
denied our passes and all that stuff.  I thought I was fine on
ball getting to the basket and making plays, stuff like that,
but off ball their help was really good.  Their post defense,
they made it really hard for us to get into the post.  I think
that was probably the biggest difference, though.  The post
defense was really good from them.  That made it hard for
us.

Q.  Danny, can you explain the decision to put Jubrile
and Great in the starting line-up together, and how do
you think their performance worked together today?

DANNY SPRINKLE:  The reason we did it was just to
match up with their size.  When you got somebody like
Keyontae Johnson at the 3, and he is bigger than a lot of
4s at our deal.  So we wanted to match up with them
size-wise.  We wanted to try to establish the paint.  You
know, we wanted to throw the thing inside.  Like Darius
said, they did an unbelievable job post defense-wise.  A lot
of it's just effort.

Their effort fronting the post and making it hard to get it in
there, you have to give them credit.  That was the reason
we started big.  We wanted Caleb.  We wanted a bigger
body, and I thought he did a good job on Keyontae in the
first half.  He is going to make some shots, but I thought we
made him score over us for the most part.

Q.  For Danny and RaeQuan, Darius can address it a
little bit, obviously you guys are healthier than last
year.  You're bigger bodied this year.  From one Big 12
team to the next, how can you evaluate what kind of
progress has been made in the last year and how
proud should your group be of that growth?

DANNY SPRINKLE:  Yeah, they should be extremely
proud.  This team is the No. 6 team in the country going
into the Big 12 Tournament, playing in the best league in
the country.  That's a team that they've beaten some really
good teams.  I believe they beat Kansas.  I know they beat
them once.

But, I mean, they've had an unbelievable season, and
Coach Tang does a great job.  They fly around.  They play
hard, man.  They play the right way.  They play winning
basketball, and they grind you out.  But really proud of our

team.  Like I said, to still have it be a three-possession
game, whatever we were down seven or eight with under
five minutes to go, shooting the basketball and turning it
over the way we did was a testament to our guys.

RAEQUAN BATTLE:  Just judging by the two years, last
year and this year, it's been a big difference.  The first five
minutes is a big difference.  We were there.  We took the
lead at one point and stuff like that.  I'm just super proud of
my team and being able to flip the script from last year to
this year.

Q.  Coach, RaeQuan sat the final six minutes of the
first half with two fouls.  Why didn't you want to bring
him back in there?  How much did that hurt your
momentum down the stretch of that first half?

DANNY SPRINKLE:  We didn't want him to pick up his
third, and I knew they were going to draw a foul.  I don't
think it hurt our momentum.  In fact, we made a run to get
back, and I think we cut it to six at the end of the first half.

Q.  What can you take from this experience from this
game tonight against Kansas State that can help you
for next year if you make it back here?

DANNY SPRINKLE:  Very similar to last year.  You see
how physical, and you see their body getting in tip-top
shape.  We have to put on some muscle mass, and I
thought we did that from last year to this year, which helps
you when you are playing teams like Kansas State or
Arizona.

For us to want to -- we want to eventually knock these
teams off, and in order to do that, you have to be -- you
have to be physical.  You have to be able to play physical
for 40 minutes, not 30, and get multiple bodies thrown at
you.

You can see, like, their physicality, they got us out of
rhythm a little bit in the first half.  We had some
uncharacteristic turnovers because of their physicality and
their length.  You know it's something that we have to just
continue.

We'll learn even a lot from this film, but I think going
forward it gives our guys a lot of confidence playing
Kansas State, one of the top teams in the country, pretty
much down to the wire.

Q.  This is for everyone:  Obviously, this was Jubrile's
Belo's last game in a Bobcat uniform.  Can you just
talk about maybe what you spoke with him about and
his impact that he left on this program?
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DANNY SPRINKLE:  Yeah.  I see you're trying to make me
cry already.  He has been the cornerstone of our program. 
You've known him.  He is an exceptional kid.  Just a
person.  He has impacted our program.  He is all over the
record books.  Back-to-back champion.  That goes
nowhere near the person he is and the impact he has had
on me, on our whole program, in the weight room, all of our
young guys coming in.

He helps really create that culture, that mindset that we
have of getting through tough times and adversity because
if you know his story, that's all he has done all his life is get
through adversity.  Tons of injuries.  There's a lot more that
he could probably tell you, but, I mean, it's unbelievable
just the person he is.  It's going to be really hard to coach a
game without him.  He has been there since day one with
me, and, you know, eventually guys move on, which is sad,
but I'm excited for his next stage in life too as a
professional and then whatever he decides to do in the
workplace.  He is going to be a tremendous success.

RAEQUAN BATTLE:  Jubrile is like my best friend honestly
on the team.  Just playing my last game with him, it hurts. 
You know, these past two years a lot has happened, and
me coming in from the last school I was at, you know, you
look for that comfort through those teammates, and Jubrile
was the main one who I was able to look to when I had
questions.

And he was -- like I would sometimes get really frustrated,
and he would, like, run over to me and calm me down.  He
would have to grab me, really grab me to calm me down. 
Without him I wouldn't be the person I am now after two
years.  I love him to death, and I'm going to miss playing
with him.

THE MODERATOR:  Darius.

DARIUS BROWN II:  I have learned a lot from JB from just
this one year, and he has helped me a lot, and he has
helped me transition to being a leader on this team.

I remember there was a practice we had early in the
season, and I thought we had a good practice, and I
remember, like, I was, like, oh, we're going to be all right. 
He was, like, no, this is not championship basketball we're
playing.  We do not look good right now.

That's the type of guy that JB is.  He held a standard, and
he wanted everyone else to hold a standard.  He showed
me what it was like to be a champion.  He is fresh off of
winning the championship last year.  I wasn't a champion
until this year.

So just talking to him about what it takes to be a champion

and stuff like that, I learned a lot from him, and I hope to
bring a lot of that that he brings this year to the team next
year.

Q.  Kind of a follow-up to that question, how good does
it feel?  What can you say about Great kind of stepping
into that role?  Being so young, solid game tonight. 
Very efficient.  5-for-6 from the floor.  How big is it for
the program to have somebody like Great to step into a
role that JB had?

DANNY SPRINKLE:  It will be great.  Now he has to take
that next step.  He has to take that next step like Jubrile,
and he has got to continue to be that leader.  He has to
hold himself to that standard that he played at tonight every
night, in practice, in the weight room.

All the little things that entail a great player, that go into
being a great player, he has it in him.  He has to continue
to develop his habits, but really excited about his future. 
He has continued to get better.  He is a lot better than he
was last year.  His body has changed in the weight room.  I
think after another six months of really taking it serious, he
has a chance to be as good as he wants to be.
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