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HEAD COACH JEROME TANG
Opening statement...
“First of all, man, I just want to thank my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This is like a dream come true and it’s not who
we played, or winning that, but the environment tonight, and you know, just to turn out, the crowd, the energy. I
mean, it's every coach's dream to be able to compete in that kind of environment. And then watch your guys be
energized by the crowd and I thought our guys had energy tonight. And we executed, we didn't turn the ball over.
And you know, when they made a run, we responded, just so proud of them. Within the team, there's always
adversity and things that happen and life throws things at you and you’ve got to respond to it. And today, I won't go
into it but there was some some adversity that was thrown our way outside of our own doing or anything that we
could control and just to watch the guys rally around each other and and really support each other and get this win
tonight was just a strong testament to the character and the type of people that they are.”

On the team’s defensive performance…
“I thought in the first half we did a really good job early and then we messed up on some ball screen coverages and
they were able to make some threes and at halftime the team said, ‘Coach, I think if we do this, it will make it easier
for us or better for us.’ So the fact that they were thinking about where the problems were taking place, and they
came up with the solution. I mean, that was big time. And so then in the second half they went out and executed the
thing that they said they wanted to do.”

On if the two home wins have rejuvenated the team…
“There's just no substitute for being able to play at home in front of your own fans and all that. I actually went back
and looked at the Big 12 schedule because when teams play back-to-back road games, it's hard to win that second
one. I think the school up the road was the only one that won back-to-back road games. And then we did it early in
the 12 and they did early in the 12, but once you hit February and the grind and stuff it’s just hard that second game. I
thought early in the second half they didn't have energy and I was hoping we can get some separation. But then we
let them back in the game, but we were able to do it in the second half.”

On tying a school record of AP Top-25 wins…
“We are blessed. God is just, it’s not me, I’ve got a terrific staff, we’ve got a great team and God's just been like really,
really good to us. When you see those numbers it is really crazy because it took a while to be able to accumulate
those type of numbers when we started at Baylor. And so I don't take it lightly that we've had this kind of success
early and I know that it's a testament to the faithfulness of God and His favor on our program.”

On how the team stays locked in after the two wins…
“It's not about locked in. I don't think it's ever about locked in. It's about whether we have legs or not right now and
whether we're fresh or not. And so they've got two days off. I'm gonna see them on Thursday night. We're gonna have
a short, concise prep. We're not going to tax their body a lot. But what we do is, we're gonna go hard, and it's gonna
be very short so that we're fresh, and then we're gonna go down to Oklahoma State and give them our very best, but
they're another team that you know, I mean, they're just really, really good. And so we're gonna see but there's only
been once or twice this year where I didn't think that we were like locked in. You know, these guys care and they love
each other and they do their darndest. Sometimes in an effort to try to win and do stuff they make mistakes and so
that's just part of this whole thing, but they've always been locked in.”

SENIOR GUARD MARKQUIS NOWELL
On getting off to a good start in the second half…
“I mean, it's a blessing. Let me start off by saying God is good. Just know when we was losing it could have went
either way. But we bounced back and we had tremendous faith in him. So I want to give him all the credit and all the
honor. But ten assists, zero turnovers. The game plan for me was just to come out here and be poised you know get
my guys the ball. The way that Baylor plays defense you know, they try to overplay a lot so that's why a lot of
backdoor lobs and backdoor layups was open today. And I was just reading the defense you know, taking whatever.”



On the defensive performance…
“It was real big, it just opened up a game for me just hitting my shots early and making the defense react when I'm
driving. I was kicking out to the other teammates trying to give them overloads and help them get open shots today.
So I think overall it just all worked out in my favor.”

On how fun this game was…
“Man it’s real fun, especially when you could get a win in front of your home crowd, back-to-back wins. It’s just fun. It
gives you confidence going into a road hostile environment. We needed this, we earned this. We put in the work,
when things were going bad we adjusted and we looked over our mistakes. It’s good to be back on the winning side.”

SENIOR FORWARD KEYONTAE JOHNSON
On his playing today…
“I mean all the coaches just play free and just have fun out there so that was today I was just wanting to get the win
just trying to get two back to back wins we haven't had that in a while so just trying to do everything to get a win
tonight.”

On finishing the season out strong…
“Like ‘Quis said, it’s always good playing in front of your fan base. So I feel like just knowing that the regular season
comes to an end just trying to give it all we got out there and just have fun. No telling what can happen next. So I was
just trying to finish out strong, finish the conference out strong and have a good season trying to go into the Big 12.”

SOPHOMORE GUARD CAM CARTER
On playing out of transition in the second half…
“It's hard to stop transition offense off misses and turnovers so we know we capitalize on that, push the ball when we
had the opportunity. And got some buckets.”

On his dunk…
“I saw the rim wide open, nobody under there, so I went up. I thought I was gonna lay the ball up because Markquis
did too. So I had to dunk it just for him.”

On scoring different ways…
“You know it helps my team first, and it just helps me score different ways, put up shots different kind of ways. Like
‘Quis said they play aggressive sort of backdoors is open so just playing smart.”

BAYLOR HEAD COACH SCOTT DREW
On what he thought happened in the second half…
“I don't know, both halves our defense really struggled. We gave up 58% today and 63% at Kansas and our offense led
to some of that today. They had 19 points on our turnovers and I do think we have an unbelievable backcourt but we
can't we can't give up 19 points and turnovers. Part of being a good back court is taking care of the rock and tonight,
credit to them, they forced some turnovers and they took advantage of them and at the end of the day, in a Big 12
game, transition points are huge. And that leads to paint points, they outscored us in the paint 40 to 16. So got to
take care of the ball and we've done that, we have the lowest turnover percentage coming into this week. So my
guards have done a really good job of that. But this week, we weren't as good as we have been.”

On what the defense still needs to improve on…
“Well, every game we're gonna keep switching up what we do until we find something that works. I love our staff in
that we're not going to handle the defense not getting better. We'll find a way to get it better. We strolled in a lot of
strides. That's why we went 10 to 13. But our offense has been really good, and now when our offense isn't real good
we got to make sure our defense can carry us because you can't guarantee you're always gonna make shots. So
taking care of the basketball, taking away transition points, getting good shots on the offensive end so you can get
offensive rebounds. Getting to the free throw line and we've been really really good at it, making free throws tonight.
Didn't get there enough, didn't make enough. Same thing at Kansas. So it's been one of the best free throw shooting
teams I've ever had. So that'll come back.”

On the focus in March…



“We try to get better each and every day. The great thing about the Big 12, there's one win opportunities every night.
There's top-25 games every night. And that's why Keyonte [George] and these guys came to Baylor, to be in the best
conference and has been here 20 years. It's the best it's ever been top to bottom. So it's a great honor and privilege
and like he said it's a great opportunity in this great platform for us to play with joy and I mean, we win, we lose, God
gets the glory. No one got hurt. Everybody lives to play and improve and I love our guys. They don't like losing and
they're great people. And if you have those two things as a coach, you're pretty lucky.”

On going up against a coach that knows him and the team so well…
“First of all, coach Tang should be national coach of the year, period. I mean, they had two players, they filled the
whole roster. They're picked at the bottom. He'll get my vote and that's not because he's my brother. He’s earned it.”

FRESHMAN GUARD KEYONTE GEORGE
On frustrations in the second half…
“Comes back to all of us. You know, it's a team effort. The second half the things that we were giving up are the
things that we can control. We just got to play harder, including myself. Go out there and just play basketball so we
got to do instead of worrying about other things. We are gonna figure out what we need to get better at and you'll
see a different team from now.”

On what he can take after a two game losing streak…
“Everybody knows we're 0 and 3 in that winning stretch. You know, we just find our identity. Figuring out you know,
what are we really in this for? And you know, we always talk. We always talk about plan, you know, going there and
playing for our audience of one. That's our Lord and Savior. We want to show that to you each and every night. You
know, if we are ever going on a winning streak and not worrying about the outside noise just you know, just playing
for one another playing with joy. But now you know, we are at a two game losing streak and we'll go back home and
you know, put in more work. That's really it. That's all we got to do.”


