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K-State 41, TCU 3| Oct. 21,2023

CHRIS KLIEMAN, KANSAS STATE HEAD COACH

“For starters, hats off to our fans. Another sellout. It was unbelievably loud. It impacted the game. Our players were
loving it. It was extremely loud out there, the entire game, and we need them back here again at 11 o'clock next week
because they make a huge difference for us. | can't thank our fans enough for coming out and selling this place out
again. Great job by coach [Joe] Klanderman, great job by coach [Colin] Klein and the staff coming up with
phenomenal game plans. Then our guys owning those game plans every day this week. We got better every day, our
prep was really good, and we executed at a really high level the entire game because we executed a high level all
week. | thought when we left Texas Tech, we're becoming a little bit better football team in all phases, and it clicked
tonight. I'm super excited for our players and for our coaches and for our fans, because that's a good football team.
You guys know as well as | did, we have a really good team and we were clicking on all cylinders and to get 587 yards
and 343 yards rushing and a lot of guys contributed. We talked about this when a bunch of guys love each other and
they don't care who gets credit, really special things can happen. It happened tonight.”

On the defense...

“They did tonight. That's a really good offense, [TCU] averaging 40 points or something but more importantly 80
plays. You saw the tempo of how fast they were going. We've had a great plan and those kids executed at a high
level. One of the guys that does not get enough credit on defense, and he should, is Jake Clifton. We lost Austin
Romaine last week to an injury, so we said to Jake, ‘Now you gotta go play a different position, and he had to play
linebacker the whole game. It's really hard to play any of our three linebacker positions but that kid has played all
three in three consecutive weeks and so | thought we dominated the game up front. They're really good, that
running back’s [Emani Bailey] a stud. We needed to get pressure on the quarterback [Josh Hoover], we did and |
thought we covered as well as we've covered all year.

On Avery Johnson’s performance...

“We knew that there was going to be some mistakes, but there was going to be some splash plays too. Colin and |
had a good plan all along and I'm on that side of the ball on defense. That's really hard when you don't know who's
coming in the game, and you can make the adjustment and then the other guy comes in and then you got to go
back to that and then that guy runs a series and you make the adjustment you come back. Is it what we want to do
all season? | don't know, | don't think so, but like last week, it worked, and this week it really worked because it's really
hard to do what those guys do, those two players. Avery played really well. Will Howard's our unquestioned leader on
this football team guys. It was hard on WIII, but he is the lifeblood of our offense, and that kid is still a captain and
that kid is still a guy that hoisted a Big 12 Championship trophy and he's a dang good football player. | love the kid
because he just went back to work and said ‘| gotta play better’, and he did. He played well. Avery played well. We're
going to need both of those guys, as we still have a lot of football left.”

On playing both Will and Avery consistently...

“Just a hunch that we had, and | don't want to make any more of it than what it is. As far as we had some things on
the cart that we thought both guys could do really well. | thought Will ran the ball well, in the first few series and |
thought Avery threw two dimes to Jayce Brown. That's the thing they both can do. | think some of the thought was,
‘well one's a thrower and one's a runner.’ They're both really good quarterbacks.”

TRESHAUN WARD, SENIOR RUNNING BACK
On the offensive success...
“Preparation throughout the week. You know, as far as you have to do the little things right. It ultimately showed up

out there.”

On his comfortability in the offense...
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“Definitely, as far as me trusting my guys and them trusting me it goes a long way. Having the whole team trusting
and believing in me and | believe in them as well. We [DJ Giddens] both had a good game and | just tip my hat off to
the O-line”

On playing both quarterbacks...

“You have to prepare for both because | told you last week, we're going to be playing both of them and they'll both
have a significant amount of touches. When it comes to teams they have to prepare for both Will [Howard] and Avery
[Johnson]. Will did his thing today and Avery did his thing today, we just have to keep continuing.”

WILL HOWARD, SENIOR QUARTERBACK

On the offense...

“I mean, personally, | think that we had about 406 yards on offense or whatever we had, but | think that we left stuff
out there. | think that one drive that | was in that we stalled out on, we just had a couple plays that kind of went awry.
It wasn't perfect, it was really good. We're able to build on it, obviously.”

On the first play...
“It was an idea they told us on Friday, that was the plan.”

On splitting reps with Avery...
“It iswhat it is, it's not up to me. | just got to control what | can control and help support Avery and he helped support
me and that's what we got to do.”

DESMOND PURNELL, SOPHOMORE LINEBACKER
On the defense’s performance...
“Oh, | thought we were phenomenal. We're just trusting what we see, trusting each other and just making plays.”

On believing he'd be this improved from last season...
“I don't know quite sure, because | know it's a long road. | mean, there's still more accomplishments to come. Yeah,
but | definitely would have trusted what you said and kept on working harder.”

On becoming a leader on the team...
“Yes, | am. Doing my best to change my goal of this team and make sure | bring along these young guys to get them
up there with us.”

On what has happened to allow the defense to work this well...
“Just trust in the coaches, just trusting each other is gonna do our job. We just feed off of that.”

JAYCE BROWN, FRESHMAN WIDE RECEIVER

On his overall thoughts on the game...

"Play fast, play physical. | mean, | just really want to gain the trust of my coaches and teammates. So, | mean, | just
went out there to have fun and it turned out that way."

On his relationship with Avery Johnson...
"Man, that's my best friend, that's my dog. | always hope he [goes] out there and succeeds and him vice versa with
me. So | mean, | trust him, and he trusts me."

On catching passes from Will Howard and Avery Johnson...
"Both of them are really good and talented quarterbacks. | mean, we work day in and day out after practice. They're
both really good, | like both of them."
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AVERY JOHNSON, FRESHMAN QUARTERBACK

On the game plan to alternate with Will Howard...

"At the end of the week [coach] kind of told us that Will was gonna go first and | was gonna go with the second drive,
and then we were just kind of going to feel it out from there. But it was fun to just be able to get out there and, you
know, play a little bit more each week. But you know, Will dominated tonight, credit to him. | was really excited for
him to see him go out there and do his thing. But | mean, whenever you win a conference game that big, at the end
of the day, no matter how we got it, we got it done, so on to next week."

On the first play of the game...

"l didn't really know until Friday. They kind of had brought it up and it was kind of just up in the air. They put it out
there and then during prep and stuff, we were just saying this is the play we're going to start with and we just kind of
rolled with it."

On how physical the game was...

"For sure. | mean, | don't know how many times | carried the ball but | carried it a lot and sometimes we got open
space, sometimes it didn't. It just kind of opened up, so credit to those offensive linemen for opening up holes for me
and letting me go out there and do my thing. But it wasn't just me running the ball. | don't know how many carries
Will had, but he had a big chunk of yards on the ground and then Treshaun [Ward] and DJ [Giddens], those dudes
are really starting to catch their second wind. So credit to them, and credit to the offensive line for just going out and
being able to dominate on the ground."

On his relationship with Jayce Brown...

"That's my brother. | mean, we came in here at the same time, and he's a shy guy at first but he kind of got out of his
shell. We kind of got the bond you know, on and off the field. It's really where that chemistry comes in. And it just
really comes back to, you know, Jake's coming to grab me after practice and say, ‘Let's get a few more rounds, and for
me to go and get him, whatever it might be. And then that's kind of starting to show on Saturdays, and credit to him,
he's putting in all the work. He can really take the top off the defense, and he's confident in himself, and you go out
there and play free and confident. | mean, it's hard to stop."

JACK CLIFTON, SOPHOMORE LINEBACKER

On if he settled in as the game went on...

"Definitely. | was a bit on edge in the first quarter but definitely settled down with the guys and they comforted me
throughout the game."

On the defense's performance...
"It showed on the scoreboard. We held them to three points, and they tried to put it in in the last 30 seconds, and we
held them. So everyone's into it, so a full team effort for sure."

On his comfort level playing linebacker...
"I'm pretty comfortable. | mean, | did a whole week, and | see the same fits. The coaches get me ready. So it's nothing
really crazy to switch to Mike"

On the communication with Desmond Purnell and Austin Moore...
"It's easy for me to say the least. They're making most of the calls, and I'm just echoing what they're saying. So yeah,
easier."

SONNY DYKES, TCU HEAD COACH

Overall thoughts on the game...

“I'm disappointed. I'm a little miffed how we can play as well as we did last week, and as poorly as we did this week,
don't really understand it. But obviously, we've got to try to figure it out. There wasn't doubt before the game, not at
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all, we thought we were ready to play these guys. We were excited. Like | said, confident, | came in the game with a
lot of confidence and our players did.”

On the biggest defensive issue...
“We had a hard time defending the run game. And that's something obviously that we've got to get fixed, it was bad
performance. We never slowed them down, they could have scored as many points as they needed to to beat us.”

On the difficulty of having both Will Howard and Avery Johnson play in the game...

“Not at all. | think we prepared for that. We just had a hard time early on getting adjusted. | think they changed a
couple of things and did a good job scheming us and we had such a hard time getting them stopped. We got on our
heels and never could recover. | mean, | think up front, on both lines of scrimmage, we got whipped. | wish | could say
it different, but | think we got dominated upfront on our offensive line and | think our defensive side got dominated.”

JOSH NEWTON, SENIOR CORNERBACK

On advice for teammates after a loss like this...

“Regroup. Look at each other and make sure everyone is good, spread the energy, and move on. Watch the film, look
in the mirror about it, be serious, be self-critical, and just move on.”

On performance in practice versus during a game...
“They did everything on the field that we've seen already. We just gotta play.”

On facing two different quarterbacks...
“Really not that tough. They don’t do a lot of crazy stuff. There's nothing we haven't seen.”

On frustration levels throughout the season...

“If you break it down, the first three losses, we lost by three or something like that. So, you really can't be frustrated
because at the end of the day, we're playing football. As a competitor, yeah, nobody wants four losses. But, as far as
that, you gotta move on. | can't go out there and change it. It's already in stone now, so you gotta keep moving on as
a team, as a leader, captain, and individually. We all gotta move on.”

ANDREW COKER, JUNIOR OFFENSIVE LINE

On finishing the season strong...

“My message to the team is, there's only two ways to go, who are you as a person, because this is really a gut check, to
your personal character as much as it is this team. Along with that, we can do whatever we want to do, we just have
to have the confidence and the attention to detail to do it.”

On not playing well in the trenches...

“We didn't play very well, we got caught playing high and timid. Not using our hands very well. They did a lot of what
we thought they were going to do coming in, the problem was that if anything didn't go the way we thought it
would, we started just second guessing ourselves and not playing with very much confidence. That game right there
shows you if you cannot establish yourself in the trenches, that's what's gonna happen, both sides of the ball. If you
cannot stop the run, and establish the run, that's what's gonna happen.”

On a great week of practice before the game...

“I mean, a great week of practice only gives you a chance. That's the bare minimum. If we practice great, that gives
you a chance to play well, that doesn't mean you are. It gives you the chance. Am | surprised, yes, but if you practice
great this can still happen to you. So you have to put it together on Saturday. So am | surprised? Yes, but it happens.”
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