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HEAD COACH JEROME TANG
Opening statement...
“First of all I want to thank God for this opportunity, I don’t have enough words to describe the thankfulness for our
fans. Like, that was ridiculous out there. I couldn't even talk in the huddles at times, because it was so loud and to
have that kind of support behind you and the energy that they bring it’s just incredible. I was proud of our guys that
we locked in. Coach [Kevin] Sutton did a great job with the scout report. Ulric [Maligi] and Jareem [Dowling] came up
with an excellent plan defensively. We needed to improve our rebounding, I thought we did a better job. Part of that
was the scheme and part of it was David [N’Guessan] playing. He just brings so much to the table. It’s tough to play
on another team's home court, it's just tough for those guys to travel and come play. They had won five of six games
and were playing at a high level so I was very proud of how our guys responded.”

On his conversations with Keyontae [Johnson] leading up to the game..
“I just checked with him over the last few days and asked him how he was doing and what his thoughts were. I gave
him a chance to talk and I thought he handled that well. There's nothing that could prepare him for seeing Duke
again, the trainer, so that was pretty special, that embrace at the end of the game.”

On Keyontae’s journey as a basketball fan…
“It was really cool as a fan. I wanted to see him have a good game. I wanted him to get the win, I think our team
wanted him to get the win. We knew it was important to him, even though he didn't make a big deal out of it.”

On sharing a moment with a Florida staff member after the game…
“That was Duke [Dave Werner], the trainer at Florida who took care of Keyontae. He helped us in the recruiting
process and gave us information as we were helping to get Keyontae back. Duke’s just a terrific guy. Keyontae loves
him and I just wanted to give him a hug and thank him.”

SENIOR KEYONTAE JOHNSON
On what playing his old team was like…
“Today was, I mean it was a special day just seeing my old teammates. It was fun out there playing against them. Just
felt like practice, joking around throughout the game, but kept being competitive. So I feel like it was a great
experience, just glad the Big 12 has this conference SEC game going on, and we got to play Florida. Really appreciate
it.”

On missing the windmill dunk attempt…
“So I had a real first fast break and I just knew I was gonna do it in my head but when I tried to jump, I didn't dribble.
When I tried to jump, my right foot slipped and at that moment I knew I couldn't do a windmill layup so I just tried to
go for the dunk, and I missed it. That was my second time in college, oh no third, I got Wichita State, I did it when I
played at Florida against Texas A&M, and in this game so this is my third time. It won't happen again, I promise.”

On his thoughts of playing Florida…
“I knew we were playing them when I committed here, that was like the first thing the coaches told me. I was
definitely looking forward to it, just seeing the athletic trainer Duke [Dave Werner]. He's one of the main people that
saved my life on the court so just seeing him on the bench and talking to him after the game just helped brighten
my day. I don’t think this day could have been any worse even if I played bad or played a good game. Just seeing the
people that cared for me at Florida and them just showing how much love they’ve got for me.”

SENIOR MARKQUIS NOWELL
On how the offense is different with David N’Guessan…
“You play at a faster pace. I feel like David gets out in transition. He has a really good feel for around the room. So I'm
just happy he's back. He's been putting in a lot of work and a lot of effort with Luke, my athletic trainer, and just
having him out here, he's another voice and he's mature. He does everything, all the little things that we really need.”



On establishing the culture that’s here with new players coming in…
“I mean, we have new people come into the locker room every so often. But you know Coach Tang did a really good
job with establishing the culture that's here at K-State and embracing it. You know, when we first got here, he
wanted this to be, you know, a power five and high basketball program. Just what he's done in his first year, just
embracing the culture and knowing every dance, you know doing stuff like that is really amazing to see. But the
alumni does a really good job. You know, we just saw Rolando Blackman. He spoke to us, gave us a really good talk
about what it takes to be great and to be successful, you know, in the Big 12 and NBA. So it's just really big for us to
see.”

JUNIOR DAVID N’GUESSAN
On getting to play more in the game today…
“I mean, first of all, I just want to say I am truly thankful to my coaching staff. My teammates, my trainer Luke and
Andrew, they were just there for me a lot even though I was hurt and disappointed. K-State helping me, working my
ankle, doing my exercises, make sure I was on top of that. Besides that, I'm just happy to be back, felt good. I got a
little tired after the first couple minutes but you know, just happy to be back.”

On his recovery over the past couple of weeks…
“I was in a boot so I couldn’t do as much running, but besides that, I was trying to do the skier and I was on the bike.
All conditioning things where you don’t need your legs basically. Besides that I’ve just been spending a whole lot of
time with my weight coach and athletic trainers. I really appreciate them for the amount of time they spent with me
here and on the road.”

FLORIDA HEAD COACH TODD GOLDEN
On K-States defense and scoring opportunities…
“I don't know, I think it's sort of down a little bit, but I thought they did a good job kind of disguising it. Ended up
going to man really anytime we got the ball in the middle. I'm gonna have to go back and watch because I thought
we got some looks, you know, we thought we should have shot the ball a little better than we did. It's been a little bit
of an Achilles heel for us on the road. Whether it be Auburn, Texas A&M, tonight, you know, against these good teams
on the road. If you want to have a chance to beat them, you got to make some shots, especially from the perimeter,
we just weren't able to do that tonight. “

On discussion with Coach Tang during the last timeout of the game…
“I didn't get into it with him. He said something about us continuing to compete, you know, that's just our program.
We're going to try to compete until the end of the game and after we cleared up, I don't think it's an issue. I just
explained to him, ‘hey, you know, we're building our program right now.’ As he is here, he's doing a great job. I think
we're in a good spot. We're going to play all 40 minutes. I'm not going to ever expect an opponent to just lay down
for us to end the game. I don't expect them to not try to score on us. And that's what I explained to him, how you
guys are gonna play, I have no problem with you guys playing, that’s basketball. I think we're on the same page as
before.”

On taking shots…
“You got to make shots. I mean, like I said, like we're doing a better job taking care of the ball on the road. They're
obviously a very good team, they've won a lot of games. And it's a little bit, maybe a little more toughness around the
rim. And when you get an opportunity, you got to step up and knock it down. But if I had a great answer for you, we
wouldn't have four or five minute scoring droughts.”


