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Jacksonville State University promotes good sportsmanship by student-athletes, coaches and spectators. Fans 
will conduct themselves with good sportsmanship to reflect the high standards of honor and dignity that char-
acterize Jacksonville State University. Anyone associated with an athletic program or event should reflect respect, 
fairness, civility, responsibility, and courtesy to others. Profanity, vulgar cheers, intimidating actions, intoxication, 
belligerent or abusive behaviors will not be tolerated. Fans attending Jax State football games are expected to 
stay off the playing field, including after the game, and will not throw objects onto the field.

Positive support of the players, coaches and officials is strongly encouraged. Jacksonville State University expects 
positive behavior exhibited towards our visiting guests at every contest. Please treat others with courtesy and 
respect. Any violation of this Code of Conduct subjects you to removal from the stadium and forfeit of future 
event tickets.

Thank you for your cooperation.

GUEST CODE OF CONDUCT

AmFirst Stadium guests are 
encouraged to drink responsibly. 
Guests must be 21 years of age or 
older to purchase and consume alco-
hol. Proper identification is necessary 
to buy any alcoholic beverages. Each 
guest is limited to two (2) alcoholic 
beverages per transaction. All alcohol 
sales will conclude at the end of the 
third quarter. Stadium Management 
reserves the right to discontinue 
sales at any time. Guests cannot bring 
alcohol into or out of Burgess-Snow 
Field at AmFirst Stadium. Guests will 
not be permitted to enter the stadium 
if they appear intoxicated. Drunk and 
disorderly behavior or violation of any 
alcohol policy will result in ejection 
from the stadium without a refund.
 

Jacksonville State University is a 
weapons-free campus. No firearms 
or other dangerous weapons will be 
allowed inside AmFirst Stadium. In 
addition, umbrellas, backpacks, seat 
cushions with attached arms, record-
ing devices, artificial noisemakers and 
amplified sound systems, food/bever-
age containers, bottles, weapons, and 
alcoholic beverages are not allowed 
inside AmFirst Stadium. Event staff 
and security personnel will conduct 
bag searches at each gate before 
entry.

ALCOHOL POLICY

PROHIBITED ITEMS

AMFIRST STADIUM
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AMFIRST STADIUM
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Jax State vs. Eastern Kentucky
Sept. 5, 2026 - Burgess-Snow Field at AmFirst Stadium

JACKSONVILLE STATE 

	 Location:.......................................Jacksonville, Ala.
		  Population:...............................................12,548
	 Founded:...............................................................1883
	 Enrollment:.......................................................10,339
	 Affiliation:................................................NCAA Div. I
	 Conference:.................................Conference USA
	 Colors:.................................................... Red & White
	 Nickname:..............................................Gamecocks
	 President:...............Dr. Don C. Killingsworth Jr.
	 Athletic Director:...................................Greg Seitz
	 Web Site:...............................JaxStateSports.com

EASTERN KENTUCKY

	 Location:........................................... Richmond, Ky.
		  Population:...............................................36,400
	 Founded:...............................................................1874
	 Enrollment:.......................................................13,327
	 Affiliation:...................................... NCAA Div. I FCS
	 Conference:...... ASUN / United Athletic Conf.
	 Colors:.......................................Maroon and White
	 Nickname:.....................................................Colonels
	 President:............................. Dr. David McFaddin
	 Athletic Director:..................................Kyle Moats
	 Web Site:........................................EKUSports.com

CHARLES KELLY

Kelly was announced as the 30th head football 
coach in program history on December 21, 2024. 
The Ozark, Alabama, native, brought nearly 35 years 
of coaching experience with him to the Gamecocks, 
including five seasons at Jax State under Hall of 
Fame coach Bill Burgess.

Career: 35-34 (7th) | AT EKU: 35-34 (7th)
Head coach Walt Wells took over the Eastern Ken-
tucky football program on Dec. 9, 2019 as the 15th 
head coach in program history.
 
Since then, he has led a resurgence in Colonel foot-
ball with two FCS Playoff appearances (2022, 2024), 
becoming the first coach to lead the Colonels to 
multiple playoff appearances in a decade.
 

The Colonels finished the 2024 season in the final Stats Perform FCS Top 
25  and AFCA Polls at No. 21/25 respectively, the first time the Colonels had 
done so since 2014.
 
Compiling a 35-33 record as head coach, the Colonels have recorded a win 
over an FCS top-25 opponent in every season under Wells’ leadership. 

Jax State, an old Ohio Valley and ASUN conference rival, is 11-8 overall 
against the Colonels, with all meetins coming from 2003-2022 as FCS op-
ponents. The Gamecocks won the final matchup in 2022, 42-17, in a season 
where Jax State won the ASUN Conference during its last FCS campaign. 

WALT WELLS

TODAY’S MATCHUP

Career: 9-6 (2nd) | AT Jax State: 9-6 (2nd)

Kelly spent time at some of the top programs in college football, including Al-
abama, Florida State, Auburn, Tennessee, and Georgia Tech. He has been part 
of two national championship teams and won numerous conference titles.
  
Immediately prior to returning to Jax State, Kelly served as the co-defensive 
coordinator and safeties coach at Auburn in 2023 and the defensive coordi-
nator at Colorado in 2023. In recognition of his recruiting prowess, Kelly was 
named the 2023 247Sports National Recruiter of the Year.  
 
In his debut season as a collegiate head coach, Kelly led Jax State to a 9-5 
record with wins over Liberty, WKU and Kennesaw State during the regular 
season. The Gamecocks made a second-straight appearance in the CUSA 
championship game and earned a third consecutive bowl bid, where the 
Gamecocks “Whupped” rival Troy, 17-13, in the IS4S Salute to Veterans Bowl in 
Montgomery’s Cramton Bowl. 



5

Welcome to Burgess-Snow Field at AmFirst Stadium, home of the Jax State 
Gamecocks!

It is great to have you with us on the Friendliest Campus in the South as we 
begin another season of Gamecock Football.

The 2025 season gave us plenty to celebrate. In Coach Charles Kelly’s first year leading his alma 
mater, the Gamecocks won nine games, returned to the Conference USA Championship Game and 
capped the season with a victory over in-state rival Troy in the Salute to Veterans Bowl. It was our 
third consecutive bowl appearance since making the transition to the Football Bowl Subdivision and 
another important step forward for our program.

Our fans were a big part of that success. Last November, a record crowd of 24,166 packed AmFirst 
Stadium for our win over Kennesaw State, creating an atmosphere that showcased the passion of 
Gamecock Nation. As we enter our fourth season in Conference USA, we look forward to building on 
that momentum and once again competing for championships.

Those who have been part of Jax State for many years know just how far this program has come. 
Today, our student-athletes train and prepare in the Loring and Debbie White Football Performance 
Center, while AmFirst Stadium continues to provide one of the best college football environments 
in the region. But while the facilities and level of competition have changed, the pride and tradition 
surrounding Gamecock Football remain as strong as ever.

And no Jax State game day would be complete without the Marching Southerners. Our world-re-
nowned band has represented Jacksonville State with excellence for generations, and this season 
carries even more excitement as the Southerners prepare to represent Jax State on one of the world’s 
biggest stages — the 138th Rose Parade in Pasadena, California, on New Year’s Day 2027. We are 
incredibly proud of these students and look forward to sharing the Southerners with millions of peo-
ple around the world.

Thank you for joining us today and for being part of the Gamecock game day experience. Whether 
you have been coming to Burgess-Snow Field for decades or this is your first visit, we hope you enjoy 
your time at Jax State and experience what makes the Friendliest Campus in the South such a special 
place.

Go Gamecocks and Blow Southerners!

Don C. Killingsworth, Jr., Ed.D. 
President 
Jacksonville State University

CHARLES KELLY

Career: 35-34 (7th) | AT EKU: 35-34 (7th)
WALT WELLS

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENTTODAY’S MATCHUP

Career: 9-6 (2nd) | AT Jax State: 9-6 (2nd)
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22002266  JJaaxx  SSttaattee  FFoooottbbaallll
OOvveerraallll  SSttaattiissttiiccss  ((aass  ooff  AAuugg  2299,,  22002266))

## RRuusshhiinngg GGPP AATTTT GGAAIINN LLOOSSSS NNEETT AAVVGG TTDD LLGG AAVVGG//GG
6 Likely, Jalen 1 11 51 3 48 4.4 0 17 48.00
12 Creel, Caden 1 15 52 8 44 2.9 1 18 44.00
17 Williams, Jamill 1 1 7 0 7 7.0 0 7 7.00
32 Kouemi, Cedric 1 2 14 12 2 1.0 0 14 2.00

Team 1 2 0 16 -16 -8.0 0 0 -16.00
TToottaall 11 3311 112244 3399 8855 22..77 11 1188 8855..0000
OOppppoonneennttss 11 4444 222288 1199 220099 44..88 00 2277 220099..0000

## PPaassssiinngg GGPP RRaattiinngg CCOOMMPP--AATTTT--IINNTT PPCCTT YYDDSS TTDD LLGG AAVVGG//GG
12 Creel, Caden 1 74.52 12-23-1 52.17% 85 0 24 85.00

TToottaall 11 7744..5522 1122--2233--11 5522..1177%% 8855 00 2244 8855..0000
OOppppoonneennttss 11 114455..1111 1155--2233--11 6655..2222%% 116644 22 4444 116644..0000

## RReecceeiivviinngg GGPP NNOO YYDDSS AAVVGG TTDD LLGG AAVVGG//GG
11 Johnson, Deondre 1 2 26 13.00 0 24 26.00
6 Likely, Jalen 1 2 17 8.50 0 10 17.00
9 Johnson, Ronnel 1 2 11 5.50 0 6 11.00
30 Gilbert, Luke 1 1 10 10.00 0 10 10.00

Alpers, David 1 1 6 6.00 0 6 6.00
7 Lando, Khristian 1 1 6 6.00 0 6 6.00
17 Williams, Jamill 1 2 5 2.50 0 8 5.00
3 Cannon, Darius 1 1 4 4.00 0 4 4.00
32 Kouemi, Cedric 1 0 0 0.00 0 0 0.00

TToottaall 11 1122 8855 77..0088 00 2244 8855..0000
OOppppoonneennttss 11 1155 116644 1100..9933 22 4444 116644..0000

## PPuunntt  RReettuurrnnss NNOO YYRRDDSS AAVVGG TTDD LLGG
1 Nix, Caleb 1 2 2.00 0 2

TToottaall 11 22 22..0000 00 22
OOppppoonneennttss 00 00 NNaaNN 00 00

## IInntteerrcceeppttiioonnss NNOO YYRRDDSS AAVVGG TTDD LLGG
9 Carr, Jonavan 1 0 0.00 0 0

TToottaall 11 00 00..0000 00 00
OOppppoonneennttss 11 44 44..0000 00 44

## KKiicckk  RReettuurrnnss NNOO YYRRDDSS AAVVGG TTDD LLGG
17 Williams, Jamill 2 31 15.50 0 21

TToottaall 22 3311 1155..5500 00 2211
OOppppoonneennttss 11 3355 3355..0000 00 3355

## FFuummbbllee  RReettuurrnnss NNOO YYRRDDSS AAVVGG TTDD LLGG
No data to report.

22002266  JJaaxx  SSttaattee  FFoooottbbaallll
OOvveerraallll  SSttaattiissttiiccss  ((aass  ooff  AAuugg  2299,,  22002266))

TTaacckklleess SSaacckkss PPaassss  DDeeffeennssee FFuummbblleess BBlloocckkeedd
## DDeeffeennssiivvee  LLeeaaddeerrss GGPP SSoolloo AASSSSTT TTOOTT TTFFLL--YYDDSS NNOO--YYDDSS IINNTT--YYDDSS BBUU QQBBHH RRCCVV--YYDDSS FFFF KKIICCKK SSAAFF
8 Brooks, JQ 1 5 1 6.0 — — — 1 — — — — —
9 Carr, Jonavan 1 4 1 5.0 — — 1-0 — — — — — —
3 Fegans, Tre'Quon 1 3 2 5.0 — — — — — — — — —
2 Joseph, Morven 1 4 1 5.0 — — — — — — — — —
5 Billings, Rob 1 3 1 4.0 — — — — — — — — —
13 Cruz, Jacob 1 2 2 4.0 — — — — — — — — —
1 Nix, Caleb 1 2 2 4.0 — — — — — — — — —
35 Thompson, Aidan 1 4 — 4.0 1.0-4 — — — — — — — —
96 Addy, Nii 1 2 1 3.0 — — — — — — — — —
0 Butler, Myles 1 2 1 3.0 — — — — — — — — —
15 Floyd, Tae 1 3 — 3.0 2.0-9 1.0-6 — — — — — — —
40 O'Steen, Walker 1 2 1 3.0 — — — — — — — — —
16 Hood, Quay 1 2 — 2.0 1.0-5 1.0-5 — — — — — — —
28 Johnson, Christopher 1 1 1 2.0 — — — — — — — — —
36 Matthews, Brayden 1 1 1 2.0 — — — — — — — — —
53 Mitchell, Ian 1 1 1 2.0 — — — — — — — — —
44 Perry, Khurtiss 1 — 2 2.0 — — — — — — — — —
59 Sanders, Mac 1 1 1 2.0 — — — 1 — — — — —
93 Campbell, Jawaun 1 — 1 1.0 — — — — — — — — —
92 Hood, Marquis 1 — 1 1.0 — — — — — — — — —
34 McCollough, Jameson 1 1 — 1.0 — — — — — — — — —
99 Rumph, Andrew 1 — 1 1.0 — — — — — — — — —
12 Creel, Caden 1 — — — — — — — — — — — —
32 Kouemi, Cedric 1 — — — — — — — — — — — —
6 Likely, Jalen 1 — — — — — — — — — — — —
37 Rippa, Garrison 1 — — — — — — — — — — — —
TM Team 1 — — — — — — — — — — — —
17 Williams, Jamill 1 — — — — — — — — — — — —

TToottaall 11 4433 2222 6655..00 44..00--1188 22..00--1111 11--00 22 —— —— —— —— ——
OOppppoonneennttss 11 3311 1144 4455..00 55..00--1144 33..00--88 11--44 11 22 11--00 11 —— ——

2026 SEASON STATS
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FOOTBALL
2026 Football Media Release
Contact: Josh Yonis | jyonis@conferenceusa.com | 817-899-6499

 CUSA OVERALL
School W-L Pct. H A PF-PA W-L Pct. H  A N PF-PA
Liberty 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
Sam Houston 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
MTSU 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
WKU 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
Delaware 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
FIU 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
Kennesaw State 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
Missouri State 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-0
NM State 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-1 .000 0-0 0-1 0-0 17-34
Jax State 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-1 .000 0-0 0-1 0-0 7-33

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
Merrimack at Delaware (ESPN+) 6 p.m.
West Georgia at Kennesaw State (ESPN+) 6 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
Liberty at James Madison (ESPNU) 11 a.m.
Missouri State at Texas A&M (ESPN) 6 p.m.
FIU at USF (ESPN+) 6 p.m.
Eastern Kentucky at Jax State(ESPN+) 6 p.m.
Sam Houston at Troy(ESPN+) 6 p.m.
Murray State at MTSU (ESPN+) 6 p.m.
Mercyhurst at NM State (ESPN+) 8 p.m.
WKU at Nevada (CBSSN) 9:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
WKU at Georgia (SECN) 11:45 a.m.
Delaware at Vanderbilt (SECN) 3:15 p.m.
Buffalo at FIU (ESPN+) 5 p.m.
Jax State at Ohio (ESPN+) 5 p.m.
Gardner-Webb at Liberty (ESPN+) 5 p.m.
Lindenwood at Missouri State (ESPN+) 6 p.m.
Georgia State at Kennesaw State (ESPN+) 6 p.m.
Tulsa at Sam Houston (ESPN+) 6 p.m.
MTSU at Marshall (ESPN+) 6 p.m.
NM State at Hawaii (MW+) 11 p.m.
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
Coastal Carolina at Delaware (CBSSN) 10:30 a.m.
Ball State at Liberty (ESPN+) 3 p.m.
WKU at Indiana (Peacock) 3 p.m.
FIU at Florida Atlantic (ESPN+) 5 p.m.
Marshall at Missouri State (CBSSN) 5:30 p.m.
Nevada at MTSU (ESPN+) 6 p.m.
Georgia Southern at Jax State (ESPN+) 6 p.m.
Nicholls at Sam Houston (ESPN+) 6 p.m.
Kennesaw State at Tennessee (SECN) 6:45 p.m.

All times are listed in CT

2026 STANDINGS

OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE WEEK
TREY HEDDEN, NM STATE – JR. – QB – TAMPA, FLA.
In his Aggie debut, Hedden completed 26-42 passes 
for 272 yards, two touchdowns and an interception in a 
hard-fought road loss at Florida State. His 26 comple-
tions were the third-most by any FBS quarterback dur-
ing Week 0, while his 272 yards were the fifth-most. 
Hedden led NM State on two 75-yard touchdown 
drives, in addition to a 68-yard drive that resulted in a 
field goal. His two touchdowns matched his career high 
and marked the 12th time that the Furman transfer has 
thrown multiple touchdowns in a single game at the 
collegiate level. 

DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE WEEK
GABE PETERSON, NM STATE – GR. – DE – OVERLAND PARK, KAN.
Peterson logged seven tackles at Florida State – the 
second most on the defense – while adding a tackle 
for loss and a half sack. His half sack came on a third 
down in the red zone, forcing the Seminoles to settle 
for a field goal. Peterson also recorded one quarter-
back hurry. 

SPECIAL TEAMS PLAYER OF THE WEEK
CONOR DONAGHY, JAX STATE – SO. – P – GALBALLY, IRELAND
Donaghy averaged 46.4 yards per punt on five at-
tempts in a season-opening loss to North Dakota State. 
He placed three inside the Bison 14-yard line, includ-
ing two within the 10-yard line. Donaghy’s long punt of 
51 yards pinned North Dakota State at their own one-
yard line, and his shortest punt of the night (44) was 
downed at the Bison 14-yard line.  

FRESHMAN OF THE WEEK
CARSON SU’ESU’E – NM STATE – R-FR. – TE – OAKLEY, CALIF.
Su’esu’e made his Aggie debut at Florida State and was 
targeted once, resulting in a catch for seven yards. The 
Oklahoma State transfer earned seven total snaps. 

OFFENSIVE LINEMAN OF THE WEEK
MA’KYI LEE, NM STATE – GR. – OL – METAIRIE, LA.
Lee started at left tackle for the Aggies after missing 
nearly the entire 2025 season due to injury and saw 
32 snaps by nights end. He finished the night with a 
PFF grade of 70.9, including a 76.9 pass block grade. 
Lee allowed just one pressure on 21 snaps in pass block. 

UPCOMING GAMES WEEKLY AWARDS

 ConferenceUSA.com
 
 @ConferenceUSA

 @ConferenceUSA

 Facebook.com/ConferenceUSA

 YouTube.com/ConferenceUSA

FOLLOW CUSA
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DELAWARE - FIU - JACKSONVILLE STATE - KENNESAW STATE - LIBERTY - MIDDLE TENNESSEE - MISSOURI STATE - NEW MEXICO STATE - SAM HOUSTON - WKU

If you’ve been a part of the CUSA family for years, 
we’re proud to have you here. 
If you’re new to us, welcome. 

No ma�er when you got here, know this: 
You’re part of more than a college athletics conference.

Every school, every town, every alum and fan is 
an essential part of who CUSA is today, 

and equally important in taking us to the next level.

With unstoppable energy, there are no limits on us.

So hop on, because we’re heading up.

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Brand Ad CUSA 2026-27_10.5x8.75.pdf   1   6/3/2026   10:38:57 AM
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Listen to all the action on the Gamecock Radio Network as “The Voice” Mike Parris 
returns behind the mic for his 44th season calling play-by-play action of Gamecock Football. 
He’s joined by longtime analyst Ray Hammett and sideline reporter Tommy Wood. 

Gamecock football can be heard across the state through its network of affiliate stations 
and worldwide via TuneIn Radio or online streams. 

Gamecock Radio Network Game Day Coverage

Jacksonville: 91.9 FM WLJS
Alabaster: 93.3 FM The River  
Anniston: 97.9 FM WVOK
Arab: 107.1 FM / 1380 AM WRAB
Attalla: 102.9 FM WKXX
Chelsea: Kool 96.9 FM WLXY

Gadsden:  102.9 FM WKXX 
Helena/Hoover: 93.3 FM The River  
Hwy 280/Inverness: Kool 96.9 FM WLXY
Montgomery: Praise 96.5 FM / 800 AM
Oxford: 97.9 FM WVOK
Pelham: 93.3 FM The River  
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Jacksonville State Vice President for Athletics Greg 
Seitz announced the hiring of Charles Kelly as the 
30th head football coach in program history on 
December 21, 2024.
 
By that date in 2025, Kelly had guided Jax State 
to a 9-5 season in his opening campaign and won 
the Salute to Veterans Bowl in Montgomery over 
historic rival Troy. 

Kelly, a native of Ozark, Alabama, brought nearly 
35 years of coaching experience to the Gamecocks, 
including five seasons at Jax State after being hired 
by Hall of Fame coach Bill Burgess.
 
Kelly has spent time at some of the top programs 
in college football, including Alabama, Florida 
State, Auburn, Tennessee, and Georgia Tech. He 
has been part of teams that have won two national 
championships and numerous conference titles.

“First of all, it’s an unbelievable honor to have the 
opportunity to be the head football coach at Jack-
sonville State University,” said Kelly at the time he was 
hired. “The standard of excellence at this university 
and in its athletic programs is second to none, and 
I am proud to return and build on that incredible 
tradition.”
 

Most recently, Kelly served as the co-defensive 
coordinator and safeties coach at Auburn, his alma 
mater. Under his guidance, the Tigers’ 
defense ranked among the SEC leaders in several 
categories, including scoring defense and rushing 
defense. Individually, freshmen Demarcus Riddick 
and Jay Crawford earned spots on the Freshman 
All-SEC Team.
 
Before his time at Auburn, Kelly was the defensive 
coordinator at Colorado in 2023, where he played 
a pivotal role in helping turn around the Buffaloes 
program under head coach Deion Sanders. His 
players included 2024 Heisman Trophy winner 
Travis Hunter and All-Pac-12 safety Shiloh Sanders.
 
Kelly also spent four seasons at Alabama with Nick 
Saban as the associate defensive coordinator and 
safeties coach. During his tenure, the Crimson Tide 
achieved a 47-6 record and won the 2020 national 
championship.
 
In recognition of his recruiting prowess, Kelly was 
named the 2023 247Sports National Recruiter of 
the Year and consistently ranked among the top 
recruiters in the country.

 

HEAD COACH

CHARLESCHARLES
KELLYKELLY

SECOND SEASON
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Kelly’s coaching journey also includes stints 
at Tennessee, Florida State, Georgia Tech, and 
Nicholls State. 

He served as defensive coordinator for four sea-
sons at Florida State, where he helped lead the 
Seminoles to the first College Football Playoff 
and mentored several future NFL stars. 

Earlier in his career, Kelly held roles at Eufaula 
High School, Henderson State, and Phenix City 
High School. 

Kelly earned his first victory as a collegiate 
head coach on Sept. 6, 2025 in his Jax State 
home debut against CUSA rival Liberty. Behind 
the nation’s leading rusher in Cam Cook and 
one of the best defenses in CUSA, the Game-
cocks finished the regular season undefeated 
at home with wins over Delaware, Kennesaw 
State and Western Kentucky. Jax State complet-
ed Kelly’s first year with the second FBS bowl 
win in program history, defeating Troy in the 
first matchup in a quarter-century between the 
two longtime rivals. 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR /
QUARTERBACKS

Taylor Housewright joined the Jax State staff before the 
2025 season as the tight ends coach and was promoted to 
Offensive Coordinator and Quarterbacks Coach following 
the season.
 
During his first season with the Gamecocks, tight end
Pearson Baldwin was the team’s third-leading receiver 
with 26 catches for 302 yards and two touchdowns.  
 
Housewright spent 2024 at Georgia Southern, serving as a 
senior analyst. He spent the prior three seasons as the
offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach at FCS pow-
erhouse Montana State, finishing second nationally in 
scoring and rushing during the 2022 season. MSU played 
for the FCS championship during the 2021 season.

 He also got the chance to begin the development of quar-
terback Tommy Mellott, the 2024 Walter Payton Award 
winner and FCS ADA Offensive Player of the Year. Mellott 
passed for 1,698 yards and 10 touchdowns and rushed for 
1,071 yards and 13 scores splitting time at quarterback 
with Sean Chambers, a two-time All-American, during the 
2022 season.
 
Housewright spent time at Oregon as an analyst for Joe 
Moorhead and also worked with Moorhead as a quality 
control coach at Mississippi State in 2019. 

The former Ashland quarterback finished fifth in the Har-
lon Hill balloting in 2012. 

TAYLOR  HOUSEWRIGHTTAYLOR  HOUSEWRIGHT

GAMECOCK COACHES

2nd Season2nd Season

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR /
SAFTIES

Brian Williams was hired as the program’s defensive coor-
dinator in February 2025.

During his first season in Jacksonville, Williams engineered 
a Jax State defense that led Conference USA in fumble re-
coveries which helped the Gamecocks lead the league in 
turnover margin. Jax State also had the No. 3 rushing de-
fense ,No. 3 red zone defense, and No. 3 scoring defense in 
the league.
 
Williams spent the previous three seasons as the defensive 
coordinator at Maryland and worked with the Terrapins’ 
defensive line since 2020 and was the outside linebackers 
coach during the 2019 season.
 

During the 2023 season, Williams’ defense posted its best 
points allowed per game average since 2010. He’s coached 
six All-Big Ten selections during his time at Maryland. In 
2021, Williams was honored by 247Sports as the top re-
cruiter in the Big Ten during that cycle, helping Maryland 
land the No. 18 class nationally.
 
Williams spent three seasons at UAB as the linebackers 
coach, helping the Blazers reach the Conference USA 
Championship game and an 11-win season.
 
The Miami native got his start in coaching as a defensive 
analyst at Florida State in 2013, helping the Seminole de-
fense that led the ACC in pass defense, ranked second in 
total defense, and third in rushing defense.

BRIAN WILLIAMSBRIAN WILLIAMS

2nd Season2nd Season
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GAMECOCK COACHES

SPECIAL TEAMS COORDINATOR /
RUNNING BACKS

A familiar face to Gamecock fans, Max Thurmond re-
turned to the sidelines in 2025 for his third stint with the 
Red and White. 

In his first season back at AmFirst Stadium, Thurmond 
coached a pair of First-Team All-Conference USA selec-
tions. Running back Cam Cook was named the 
Conference USA Player of the Year and the Michael L. Slive 
Conference USA Male Athlete of the Year after leading 
the nation in rushing with 1,659 and 16 touchdowns. On 
special teams, Garrison Rippa earned all-league honors 
after connecting on 21 field goals which included four of 
50+ yards.

Thurmond most recently served as the senior offensive 
analyst at Tennessee from 2022-2024. With the Volunteers, 
he helped Tennessee to it best run of the 21st century with 
two bowl wins, including the 2023 Orange Bowl, and the 
program’s first CFP playoff berth in 2024. 
 
A former Gamecock himself, Thurmond started his coach-
ing career at his alma mater as a graduate assistant under 
Jack Crowe and later served as an assistant from 2001-
2012. 

He began his coaching career on defense, where he spent 
seven years with the outside linebackers and two years 
coaching cornerbacks, and helped establish the Game-
cocks as one of the most dominating defenses in the 
Ohio Valley Conference.

The Gamecocks won three OVC titles and advanced to 
the FCS Playoffs in 2003, 2004 and 2010. 

Thurmond spent a single season at Reinhardt University 
in 2013 before a two-year stint at West Alabama for 2014-
15 where he oversaw linebackers and special teams and 
coached eventual Super Bowl champion, Tyreek Hill. 

In the stop before his first return to Jax State, Thurmond 
served as special teams coordinator and linebackers 
coach for Will Healy at Charlotte in 2019. 

In his season with the 49ers, UNCC set school records for 
wins (7), Conference USA wins (5), and winning streak (5) 
and advanced to the program’s first bowl game.
 
Thurmond was previously the linebackers coach and 
special teams coordinator for Healy at Austin Peay for 
2016-17. He inherited a team that went 0-11 the season 
prior. After a winless 2016 season, Thurmond helped 
the Govs snap their 29-game losing streak – the longest 
losing streak in NCAA football at the time – and finish an 
outstanding 8-4 in just his second season. 
 
After serving as the special teams coordinator and line-
backers coach at Charlotte, Thurmond returned to Jack-
sonville to coach special teams and linebackers under 
John Grass. 

The return was a successful one as his outside linebackers 
unit helped lead a Gamecock defense that was one of the 
top run defenses in the nation and in Gamecock history. 
All-American and First Team All-OVC selection DJ Cole-
man, Freshman All-American J-Rock Swain and All-OVC 
performer Umstead Sanders paced a defense that held a 
school-record nine-straight opponents under 100 yards 
rushing.

In Thurmond’s first season taking over the Jax State 
special teams in the 2020-21 season, the Gamecocks en-
joyed one of the OVC’s greatest turnarounds in that phase 
of the game. Freshman Michael Pettway was a First Team 
All-OVC selection as a kickoff returner, while freshman 
kicker Alen Karajic led the league in touchbacks, while 
also ranking third in the OVC in scoring among kickers.

Thurmond picked up another OVC championship in 2020, 
and later served as interim head coach for two games at 
the end of the 2021 season. 
  
Thurmond holds a degree in Exercise Science. A native 
of Sylvester, Ga. where he attended Worth County High, 
Thurmond and his wife, Gresha have two children: 
Maxwell Jr. and Asha.

MAX THURMONDMAX THURMOND

GAMECOCK COACHES

2nd Season2nd Season
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  REWARDS

GAMECOCK CUSTOMER CASH
GAMECOCK FANS WILL RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL $750 IN SAVINGS ON THE PURCHASE 
OF A NEW FORD MODEL WITH THE MENTION OF THIS AD AT THE TIME OF PURCHASE.

GAMECOCK FANS WILL RECEIVE $20 IN SAVINGS ON THEIR FIRST REPAIR ORDER WITH THE 
MOBILE SERVICE VAN. TOTAL BILL MUST BE $80 MINIMUM. ONE PER VEHICLE. MUST MENTION 
THIS AD AT THE TIME OF SERVICE.APPOINTMENT REQUIRED. AVAILABLE WITHIN25 MILES OF 
C. A. RUSSELL FORD IN ANNISTON OR C. A. RUSSELL FORD IN SPRINGVILLE.

OFF FIRST-TIME MOBILE SERVICE
750750

2020

$$
$$

ANNISTON       SPRINGVILLE
Proud Sponsor of 

Jax State Athletics ONEONTA
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OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS /
RECRUITING COORDINATOR

Bert Biffani was hired as the outside linebackers coach and 
recruiting coordinator before the 2025 season.
 
In 2025, his position group was led by Isaac Walker’s 5.5 
tackles for loss and three sacks. Additionally, his recruiting 
efforts helped the Gamecocks land the top recruiting class 
in Conference USA for the Class of 2026 and a group that 
247Sports ranked 84th nationally.  
 
Biffani previously worked with Kelly during his time at 
Alabama, Tennessee, and Florida State where Biffani 
served as an analyst. He was part of the 2013 Florida State 
staff that was the 2013 BCS National Champion and the 
2020 Alabama staff that won the 2020 College Football 
Playoff championship. 

Biffani has also been part of three SEC championship 
teams and a pair of ACC championship teams.
 
He spent the 2019 season as a graduate assistant work-
ing with quarterbacks at Texas A&M. During his career, Bif-
fani has been to 12 bowl games, and has coached 12 NFL 
Draft picks including a pair of first round selections in Brian 
Burns and Terrion Arnold.
 
In 2024, Biffani was the defensive coordinator at Pell City 
High School, helping the team advance to the AHSAA 
playoffs.

BERT  BIFFANIBERT  BIFFANI

2nd Season2nd Season

LINEBACKERS

Deshaun Davis was hired as the Gamecocks’ linebackers 
coach before the start of the 2025 season. 

During his first season with the Gamecocks, Mac Sanders 
earned All-Freshman honors from Conference USA after 
leading the team in tackles with 85 and adding 11.5 for 
loss. Walker O’Steen was the team’s second-leading tackler 
with 84 and had seven for loss.

Davis spent the previous two seasons coaching lineback-
ers at North Alabama. In 2024, freshman Josh Anglin was 
named to the Stats Perform FCS All-America team under 
Davis’s tutelage after making 81 tackles with seven for loss. 
Additionally, Jackson Bratton was second in the United 
Athletic Conference in tackles for loss.  

 Prior to UNA, Davis was a graduate assistant at UCF.
 
As a player, the Prichard native was a First-Team All-SEC 
linebacker at Auburn in 2018 and earned an invitation to 
the Reese’s Senior Bowl and was a quarterfinalist for the 
Lott Impact Trophy.
 
Davis was drafted in the sixth round of the 2019 NFL Draft 
by the Cincinnati Bengals and also spent time with the 
Jacksonville Jaguars and Philadelphia Eagles as well as 
the Saskatchewan Roughriders of the Canadian Football 
League.

DESHAUN DAVISDESHAUN DAVIS

2nd Season2nd Season
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WIDE RECEIVERS

Lawrence Dawsey was hired as the wide receivers coach 
before the 2025 season.
 
In his first season with the Gamecocks, Dawsey mentored 
Deondre Johnson who led Jax State with 724 yards and 
six touchdowns on 30 catches and earned honorable men-
tion All-Conference USA honors. Brock Rechsteiner had a 
career-high 36 catches for 383 yards and five touchdowns 
during the 2025 season.
 
The Dothan native came back to Alabama after spending 
three seasons at Appalachian State as the wide receivers 
coach, which included a Sun Belt East Division title in 2023. 
In 2024, the Mountaineers had two All-Sun Belt receivers. 
 
Prior to working as an analyst at Texas A&M for two seasons, 
Dawsey was on staff at Florida State for 10 years working 
with receivers and was elevated to co-offensive coordi-
nator by the end of his tenure. This included working as 

the pass game coordinator and receivers coach during the 
Seminoles’ 2013 national championship season.
 
Three times, Dawsey has been recognized as one of the 
top 10 recruiters in the ACC by Rivals and was the 2011 
ACC Recruiter of the Year by SI.com.
 
Dawsey’s coaching career started at the high school level 
in Tampa before joining Nick Saban’s LSU staff as a grad-
uate assistant during the 2003 national championship 
season before spending the next three seasons at USF as 
receivers coach.
 
He was drafted in the third round of the 1991 NFL Draft 
by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers after an All-American career 
at Florida State. Dawsey was the United Press Internation-
al’s NFC Rookie of the Year in 1991 when he recorded 818 
yards on 55 catches.

LAWRENCE  DAWSEYLAWRENCE  DAWSEY

2nd Season2nd Season

TIGHT ENDS

Sam Mix was hired as the program’s tight ends coach in 
January of 2026.
 
Mix spent the previous five seasons at FCS powerhouse 
Montana State. He helped the Bobcats reach the last two 
FCS national championship games, where just last season 
MSU claimed their first national title in 42 years. He spent 
last season coaching receivers under head coach Brent 
Vigen after coaching running backs the prior two seasons.
 
That also included working with new Jax State offensive 
coordinator Taylor Housewright during the 2022 season 
when Montana State finished second nationally in scoring 
and rushing.

 MSU junior receiver Taco Dowler earned Second-Team 
All-Big Sky honors after making 77 catches for 1,025 yards 
and seven touchdowns under his leadership. Running 
back Scottre Humphrey earned Stats Perform Third-Team 
All-America honors in 2024 and Adam Jones earned Stats 
Perform FCS Freshman All-America honors.
 
Mix also worked in recruiting and operations along with 
serving as an offensive analyst for two seasons at Montana 
State. His first coaching position was with his alma mater 
of Montana State-Northern as receivers coach and special 
teams coordinator from 2019-21.

SAM  MIXSAM  MIX

1st Season1st Season
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DEFENSIVE BACKS

Rohan Gaines was hired by Coach Kelly as the new 
defensive backs coach before the 2025 season.
 
Jax State finished third in Conference USA in scoring 
defense during his first season with the team. Tre’Quon 
Fegans allowed the lowest catch percentage among CUSA 
corners in 2025 according to Pro Football Focus at 35.9%.
 
The Georgia native previously spent time on the coaching 
staffs at Auburn and Texas A&M, spending the 2024 season 
as a defensive analyst at Auburn, working with the corner-
backs.
 
In 2023, he was a defensive graduate assistant on Jimbo 
Fisher’s staff at Texas A&M. His coaching career started at 

his high school alma mater of Bainbridge in Georgia, help-
ing the Bearcats win their first state title in nearly 30 years 
during his first season on staff.
 
Gaines was a four-year starter in the secondary at 
Arkansas, earning FoxSportsNext Freshman All-American 
honors and SEC All-Freshman honors in 2012. During the 
2014 season, he had an interception against eighth-ranked 
Ole Miss which he returned 100 yards for a 
touchdown during a 30-0 win.
 
He started all 13 games as a senior and finished third on 
the team in tackles.

ROHAN  GAINESROHAN  GAINES

2nd Season2nd Season

DEFENSIVE LINE

The Gamecocks defensive line produced a pair of All-Con-
ference USA players in Emmanuel Oyebadejo (first-team) 
and Talan Carter (second-team) during Garcia’s first season 
at Jax State. The unit totaled 31.5 tackles for loss and 13.5 
sacks during the season, and helped the Gamecocks finish 
among the league’s top run stopping defenses and earn 
a trip to the Conference USA Championship and a win in 
the IS4S Salute to Veterans Bowl during a nine-win season.
 
Garcia spent the 2024 season at Georgia Tech as a defen-
sive assistant working with the defensive line. The Yellow 
Jackets racked up 18 sacks in 13 games and made an 
appearance in the Birmingham Bowl. 

Tackle Jordan van den Berg was an All-ACC Second Team 
selection and Zeek Biggers earned honorable mention 
all-conference honors.
 
Garcia spent the previous season at Duke, helping the Blue 
Devils lead the ACC in scoring defense at 19 points per 
game which was 16th-best nationally.
 
He also spent time at SMU, Temple, Central Oklahoma, and 
Angelo State as a graduate assistant. Garcia started his 
coaching career at New Mexico Military Institute, where 
he also was a two-time all-conference selection before fin-
ishing his career at Eastern Kentucky where he started 10 
games his senior year.

XAVIER  GARCIAXAVIER  GARCIA

2nd Season2nd Season
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OFFENSIVE LINE

Adam Ross was hired as the Jax State offensive line coach 
in January of 2026. 

Ross, who spent the last two seasons at Murray State as 
assistant head coach/co-offensive coordinator and offen-
sive line coach, takes over as the new offensive line coach.
 
Ross graduated from Jax State in 2002 and spent 11 sea-
sons on staff, working his way up from a student assistant 
to offensive line coach in 2011 under Jack Crowe winning 
three Ohio Valley Conference championships. A total of 11 
offensive linemen earned All-OVC honors during that time 
with four earning All-America honors.
 

He spent two seasons as West Alabama’s offensive line 
coach, highlighted by leading the Gulf South in rushing in 
2014 with nearly 230 yards per game and were among the 
national leaders in fewest sacks allowed.
 
In 2016, he coached at Chattanooga, mentoring All-Amer-
icans Corey Levin and Jacob Revis. Prior to Murray State, 
Ross was offensive line coach, run game coordinator, and 
co-offensive coordinator at Richmond where he coached 
All-American Ryan Coll.
 
As a player, Ross was a two-time Academic All-South-
land selection. During his senior season, Jax State led the 
Southland in rushing and were ninth nationally.

ADAM  ROSSADAM  ROSS

1st Season1st Season

SAFETIES 

Quincy Kahlert joined the Jax State coaching staff ahead 
of the 2025 season after spending four seasons at his alma 
mater, the University of Maryland. 
 
In his first season in Jacksonville, Kahlert saw Caleb Nix 
earn First-Team All-Conference USA honors after recording 
four interceptions.  
 
During his time with the Terps, the team played in three 
bowl games in four years. Kahlert spent the 2021 season as 
a defensive assistant before being promoted to defensive 
graduate assistant for two season, helping the team make 
trips to the Dukes Mayo Bowl and the Music City Bowl. 

In 2024, he was a defensive analyst, working closely with 
defensive coordinator Brian Williams.  
 
Seven defensive players were taken in the NFL Draft over 
the four years he worked at Maryland.  
 
The Baltimore native has a bachelors in Aerospace Engi-
neering from Maryland and a masters in Public Safety and 
Leadership from Maryland. 

QUINCY KAHLERTQUINCY KAHLERT

1st Season1st Season
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AUSTIN JONES 
AST. SPECIAL TEAMS/

RUNNING BACKS

CHASE HAGLER 
OFFENSIVE LINE 

ANALYST

JORDAN MOORE 
OFFENSIVE

ANALYST

RICKY RUTLEDGE
S&C / OPS

JUSTIN FILES 
DIRECTOR OF 

SPORTS MEDICINE

CODY SPOON 
GENERAL MANAGER

KEYARA SMITH 
ASSISTANT 

GENERAL MANAGER

BRADLEY SUMMITT 
DIRECTOR OF 
OPERATIONS

ERIN McFRY 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

TO THE HEAD COACH

CHANDLER SMITH 
DIRECTOR OF 

PLAYER PERSONNEL

CAM HUGHES 
AST. DIRECTOR OF 

PLAYER PERSONNEL

ERIC DAVIS 
DIRECTOR OF 

PLAYER DEVELOPMENT

JOE BILLINGSLY 
DIRECTOR OF 

HIGH SCHOOL RELATIONS

MANDY MENTON 
DIRECTOR OF 

ON-CAMPUS RECRUITING

SUPPORT STAFF

JARED PULLEN 
HEAD OF EQUIPMENT

MICHAEL LOMBARDO 
FB VIDEO & TECHNOLOGY

DR. WILL WRIGHT 
HEAD STRENGTH & 

CONDITIONING COACH

CAYLOR MAY 
ASSISTANT STRENGTH & 

CONDITIONING COACH

CHRIS WALLACE 
ASSISTANT STRENGTH & 

CONDITIONING COACH

DONNIE SMITH 
ASSISTANT AD/ 

FB MEDIA RELATIONS

KATIESUE DOLE 
CREATIVE CONTENT 

MARLEE WILSON 
CREATIVE CONTENT 

WILL BOLEY 
CREATIVE CONTENT 

EMILY KISH 
CREATIVE CONTENT 
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MORE THAN A DEALERSHIP.

When you visit Sand Mountain Toyota, you will see why we are more than just your ordinary local 
dealership. We have amazing staff members who are knowledgeable in their field and who strive 
to show our customers respect and support throughout their entire car-buying experience. We 
operate our business with integrity while creating and maintaining long-term relationships with 
our customers. 

We believe that you have a voice and your opinion matters here. Whether you are 
buying a new Toyota or a used car or need expert Toyota service, the team at Sand 
Mountain Toyota is here to help you find the best options fit just for you.

Buying from Sand Mountain Toyota
When you buy your next vehicle from Sand Mountain Toyota, 
you can expect an abundance of benefits, including:

• Lifetime Limited Non-Factory Warranty
• Car washes for life
• Community Room (To check availability for your next 
function, call 256-878-0789)
• Toyota Certified Pro Sales Professionals
• Toyota Certified Pro Sales Management Staff
• Friendly, knowledgeable staff devoted to your satisfaction

sandmountaintoyota.com• 9167 Highway 431 Albertvi l le, AL • 256-878-0789
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SUPPORT STAFF

JOHN TAYLOR 
PLAYER PERSONNEL

GRADUATE ASSISTANT

KHAMARI SMITH 
PLAYER PERSONNEL

GRADUATE ASSISTANT

LANDON RAGAN 
OPERATIONS

GRADUATE ASSISTANT

JAMES HOWELL 
EQUIPMENT

GRADUATE ASSISTANT

GARRETT HUNT 
EQUIPMENT

GRADUATE ASSISTANT

CANNON McCULLEY 
OFFENSIVE LINE 

GRADUATE ASSISTANT 

ALEX LANZONE 
QUARTERBACKS 

GRADUATE ASSISTANT

CHRISTIAN FORD 
WIDE RECEIVERS

GRADUATE ASSISTANT 

JAKE DENNIS 
SPECIAL TEAMs

GRADUATE ASSISTANT 

SHANE CECIL 
DEFENSIVE 

GRADUATE ASSISTANT

JD GLADDEN
DEFENSIVE LINE

GRADUATE ASSISTANT 

WILL REILLY 
INSIDE LINEBACKERS

GRADUATE ASSISTANT 

KYLE FLOOD 
OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS
GRADUATE ASSISTANT 

KHRISTIAN STORY 
CORNERBACKS

GRADUATE ASSISTANT 

HAYDEN GAILEY 
OFFENSIVE 

STUDENT ASSISTANT

CHAZ PATE 
OFFENSIVE

STUDENT ASSISTANT

SAWYER BOURNETT 
OFFENSIVE 

STUDENT ASSISTANT

ABE  HATMAKER 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

STUDENT ASSISTANT 

JACOB SCHMITTOU
CREATIVE 

GRADUATE ASSISTANT 

TAYLOR CROSSNINE 
DEFENSIVE 

STUDENT ASSISTANT 

MARCUS JONES 
DEFENSIVE 

STUDENT ASSISTANT

DEACON TURNER 
DEFENSIVE 

STUDENT ASSISTANT

NIC SIMS 
DEFENSIVE 

STUDENT ASSISTANT
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(256) 847-1111 654 Valley Cub Dr.
Alexandria, AL 36250
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Front Row:  Tyler Whaley, Haydyn Lathers, Tessa Olmsted, Charleigh Sharpe, Surrelle Jackson, Caylin Dyal, 
Kloey Poe, Jillian Cooper, Hailey Hansek, Lydia Jordan, Macee Clark, Christian Kelley

Second Row:  Presley Harris, Kennedy Grace Brown, Ke’Asia Williams, Dailyn Wood, Maddie Albertson, 
Lila Grace Ridgeway, Rayla Patterson, Celia Raynowska, Presli Martin

Third Row:  Mack Hughes, Pete Harned

2026 JAX STATE CHEERLEADERS

HEAD CHEER COACH: Adam Rhoden
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GEM OF THE HILLS

In 2026, the Marching Southerners celebrate 70 years of sharing excellence and tradition 
with audiences across the country and around the world. It’s an institution that has truly 
stood the test of time… and is still going strong. Like a faithful friend, it doesn’t fade away. It 
never leaves. It lasts.

A family like this doesn’t happen by accident. Year after year, generation to generation, it’s 
cared for with the love of those who call it their own. A love born and bred deep in the tran-
quil foothills of the Appalachian Mountains… the Gem of the Hills.

In this spirit, the 2026 Marching Southerners honor the people, the land, the culture, and the 
music of the place they call home. Seasons come and go, but the soul of the Southerners 
remains the same: forged in the fires of love, honor, and pride. With steel in their veins and a 
song in their hearts, the Marching Southerners are proud to present their 2026 production: 
Gem of the Hills.

featuring:

“Appalachian Morning” by Paul Winter

“Appalachian Spring” by Aaron Copland

“River Deep, Mountain High” by Céline Dion

“Landslide” by Fleetwood Mac

“Steel in Our Veins” by Hans Zimmer

“Test Drive” by John Powell

This is who we are.

This is where we’re from.

This is the soundtrack to our…Gem of the Hills.

&THE MARCHING SOUTHERNERS
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&THE MARCHING SOUTHERNERS

The Marching Southerners have been invited to 
march in the 138th Rose Parade presented by 
Honda on January 1, 2027 in Pasadena, CA. If you 
would like to donate to help offset some traveling 
expenses, please scan the QR code to the right. 

138th ROSE PARADE
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SPECIALISTS IN STOREFRONTS & GLAZING

Hubbuch Glass Co.
1855 CENTRAL AVENUE

CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 37408
TEL: 267-1179 • FAX: 266-2957

DON JOHNSON

PRESIDENT

CELL: 593-5185
EMAIL: DON@HUBBUCHGLASS.COM

Plant Trees!Plant Trees!

SPECIALISTS IN STOREFRONTS & GLAZING

Hubbuch Glass Co.
1855 CENTRAL AVENUE

CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 37408
TEL: 267-1179 • FAX: 266-2957

DON JOHNSON

PRESIDENT

CELL: 593-5185
EMAIL: DON@HUBBUCHGLASS.COM

Plant Trees!Plant Trees!
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No.	 Name	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Cl.	 Hometown
0	 Myles Butler	 LB	 6-1	 220	 Sr.	 Atlanta, Ga.
1	 Caleb Nix	 SAF	 6-0	 202	 5th	 Phenix City, Ala.
2	 Morven Joseph	 LB	 6-3	 215	 5th	 Lakeland, Fla.
2	 Kadyn Mitchell	 QB	 5-11	 205	 So.	 Dothan, Ala.
3	 Darius Cannon	 WR	 5-9	 180	 Sr.	 Gainesville, Ga.
3	 Tre’Quon Fegans	 CB	 6-1	 190	 5th	 Anniston, Ala.
4	 Shane Payton Hodges	 TE	 6-4	 240	 Sr.	 New Orleans, La.
5	 Rob Billings IV	 SAF	 6-2	 205	 Sr.	 Marietta, Ga.
5	 Dylan Gentry	 WR	 5-9	 165	 Jr.	 Phenix City, Ala.
6	 Kaden Cook	 SAF	 6-0	 195	 So.	 Round Rock, Texas
6	 Jalen Likely	 RB	 5-8	 190	 Jr.	 Brewton, Ala.
7	 Khristian Lando	 RB	 6-1	 211	 Jr.	 Cartersville, Ga.
7	 Marc Woods	 SAF	 6-4	 205	 Jr.	 Madison, Ala.
8	 JQ Brooks	 CB	 6-3	 180	 So.	 Bessemer, Ala.
9	 Jonavan Carr	 CB	 6-0	 190	 Jr.	 Lakeland, Fla.
9	 Ronnel Johnson	 WR	 6-0	 180	 Sr.	 McDonough, Ga.
10	 RJ Rainer	 CB	 6-0	 180	 So.	 Charlotte, N.C.
10	 AJ Watkins	 WR	 6-1	 197	 So.	 Lithonia, Ga. / 
11	 Deondre Johnson	 WR	 6-8	 215	 Sr.	 Newburgh, N.Y.
11	 Walter Reddick	 OLB	 6-3	 235	 So.	 Thomasville, Ga.
12	 Brennan Core	 SAF	 6-1	 185	 Fr.	 Phenix City, Ala.
12	 Caden Creel	 QB	 6-0	 200	 Sr.	 Fairhope, Ala.
13	 Jacob Cruz	 OLB	 6-4	 230	 Sr.	 Acworth, Ga.
13	 Cade Frier	 WR	 6-0	 185	 Fr.	 Tallahassee, Fla.
14	 Angel Toombs	 DL	 6-5	 260	 Sr.	 Milwaukee, Wis.
14	 Blake Wallace	 WR	 6-0	 190	 So.	 Boca Raton, Fla.
15	 Tae Floyd	 DL	 6-3	 250	 Sr.	 Ocala, Fla.
15	 Jack Moran	 QB	 6-5	 230	 So.	 Hillsborough, N.J.
16	 Quay Hood	 DL	 6-2	 275	 So.	 Atlanta, Ga.
16	 Noah Lee	 QB	 6-4	 205	 Fr.	 Jacksonville, Ala.
17	 Rodarion Jones	 CB	 6-1	 180	 Fr.	 Albany, Ga.
17	 Jamill Williams	 WR	 6-0	 185	 5th	 Atlanta, Ga.
18	 Keiyon Turner	 CB	 6-1	 185	 Sr.	 Mesa, Ariz.
19	 Shondell Harris	 SAF	 5-10	 187	 Fr.	 Mobile, Ala.
19	 Donovan Moorhead	 QB	 6-5	 215	 Fr.	 Akron, Ohio
20	 Tre’Von Pringle	 DB	 6-0	 195	 Fr.	 Thomasville, Ga.
20	 Maurice Winston	 RB	 5-10	 190	 Fr.	 Wedowee, Ala.
21	 Tim Anthony	 CB	 6-1	 180	 Fr.	 Snellville, Ga.
21	 Justus Savage	 RB	 5-11	 205	 Jr.	 Atlanta, Ga.
22	 Lucas Farrington	 RB	 5-9	 195	 So.	 Atlanta, Ga.
22	 Jaheim Jenkins	 CB	 6-2	 190	 5th	 Bainbridge, Ga.
23	 Temarion Foster	 WR	 5-11	 185	 So.	 Pahokee, Fla.
24	 Ty Sims	 SAF	 5-8	 185	 Fr.	 Gadsden, Ala.
24	 Jacob Cornejo	 RB	 6-0	 220	 Jr.	 Centre, Ala.
25	 Vernon Woodward III	 SAF	 6-2	 200	 So.	 DeLand, Fla.
26	 Brice McKenzie	 SAF	 5-10	 192	 Jr.	 Highland Home, Ala.
27	 Riggs Dunn	 SAF	 6-0	 185	 Jr.	 Trussville, Ala.
28	 Christopher Johnson	 DL	 6-3	 290	 So.	 Montgomery, Ala.
28	 Landon Watkins	 WR	 5-8	 175	 Fr.	 Pisgah, Ala.
29	 Javan Allison	 CB	 6-0	 180	 Fr.	 Miami, Fla.
29	 Rollie Pinto	 WR	 6-0	 200	 Fr.	 Piedmont, Ala. 
30	 Luke Gilbert	 TE	 6-3	 225	 So.	 Pisgah, Ala.
30	 DJ Vinson	 SAF	 6-4	 195	 So.	 Montgomery, Ala.
31	 Tristan Lyles	 OLB	 6-1	 240	 Fr.	 Phenix City, Ala.
32	 Cedric Kouemi	 RB	 5-11	 210	 Fr.	 Gaithersburg, Md.
32	 Micah McCarroll	 CB	 5-9	 170	 Sr.	 Pleasant Grove, Ala.
34	 Jameson McCollough	 LB	 6-1	 220	 Fr.	 Austell, Ga.
35	 Aidan Thompson	 LB	 6-2	 230	 Sr.	 Winder, Ga.
36	 Brayden Matthews	 LB	 6-1	 210	 Fr.	 Atlanta, Ga.
37	 Cai Mayowa	 LB	 6-2	 220	 5th	 Hoover, Ala.
37	 Garrison Rippa	 K	 5-10	 205	 5th	 Locust Grove, Ga.
38	 Malik Henderson	 CB	 6-0	 185	 Fr.	 Graceville, Fla.
38	 Jamarious Acklin	 RB	 6-1	 200	 Fr.	 Huntsville, Ala.
39	 Keith Christein	 SAF	 5-10	 185	 R-Sr.	 Hoover, Ala.

No.	 Name	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Cl.	 Hometown
39	 Bryson Rouillier	 WR	 5-9	 183	 Jr.	 Gulf Breeze, Fla.
40	 Walker O’Steen	 LB	 6-3	 220	 5th	 White Plains, Ala.
41	 Carter Lewis	 P	 5-9	 185	 Fr.	 Mobile, Ala.
41	 Trace Thompson	 TE	 6-3	 245	 Sr.	 Attalla, Ala.
42	 Devin Pettway	 LB	 6-1	 215	 Fr.	 Mobile, Ala.
43	 Austin Bouck	 OLB	 6-4	 225	 Fr.	 Destin, Fla.
44	 Khurtiss Perry	 DL	 6-3	 288	 5th	 Montgomery, Ala.
44	 Jameson Scissum	 TE	 6-4	 230	 So.	 Attalla, Ala.
45	 Dixon Musgrove	 LS	 6-5	 220	 Sr.	 Cumming, Ga.
45	 Mikey Rosa	 LB	 6-3	 240	 Sr.	 Charleston, S.C.
46	 Avion Willis	 SAF	 6-2	 205	 Fr.	 Wedowee, Ala.
47	 Mario Alloway	 OLB	 6-2	 235	 Fr.	 Fort Walton Beach, Fla.
48	 Wes Ryan	 TE	 6-7	 240	 So.	 St. Petersburg, Fla.
48	 Peyton Consaul	 OLB	 6-5	 235	 Fr.	 Hilton, N.Y.
49	 Jay Stone	 SAF	 5-10	 180	 Fr.	 Montgomery, Ala.
50	 Lucas Mrachkovskiy	 OL	 6-2	 300	 Jr.	 Odenville, Ala.
50	 Shaynadd Whitfield	 LB	 6-0	 200	 Fr.	 Oxford, Ala. 
51	 Bo Burkes	 OL	 6-2	 300	 5th	 Centreville, Ala.
52	 Storm Fain	 OL	 6-3	 290	 So.	 Hoover, Ala.
53	 Ian Mitchell	 OLB	 6-4	 245	 So.	 Pleasant Grove, Ala.
53	 Max Shiver	 OL	 6-4	 310	 Fr.	 Cusseta, Ala.
54	 Markevian Blake	 OL	 6-2	 300	 So.	 Gainestown, Ala.
54	 Jackson Bunn	 DL	 6-2	 285	 5th	 Oxford, Ala.
55	 Ryan Walker	 OL	 6-3	 295	 Sr.	 Alabaster, Ala.
56	 Daylan Martin	 OL	 6-4	 315	 Jr.	 Bay Minette, Ala.
57	 Oliver Maldonado	 OL	 6-4	 306	 So.	 Miami, Fla.
58	 Kendarius Blair	 OL	 6-3	 80	 Fr.	 Birmingham, Ala.
59	 Mac Sanders	 LB	 6-2	 225	 So.	 McDonough, Ga.
60	 William Hathcock	 OL	 6-4	 300	 Fr.	 Perry, Fla.
62	 Hadine Diaby	 OL	 6-3	 300	 Sr.	 Loganville, Ga.
63	 Ryland Bragg	 OL	 6-3	 285	 Jr.	 Pensacola, Fla.
65	 Britin Witt	 OL	 6-3	 300	 Sr.	 Forest, Va.
67	 Shaun Martin	 OL	 6-4	 300	 Jr.	 Mobile, Ala. 
70	 Jeremiah Orr	 OL	 6-5	 325	 5th	 Pineland, S.C.
71	 Cam Stancil	 OL	 6-4	 300	 Sr.	 Madison, Miss.
72	 Nate Smith	 OL	 6-5	 280	 Sr.	 Jacksonville, Ala.
73	 J.R. Jernigan	 OL	 6-4	 280	 So.	 Brewton, Ala.
74	 Amarii Atchison	 OL	 6-8	 300	 Sr.	 Douglasville, Ga.
75	 Caleb Holmes	 OL	 6-3	 300	 Fr.	 Fairburn, Ga.
76	 JT Howell	 OL	 6-2	 305	 Fr.	 Savannah, Ga.
77	 Vern Faulk	 OL	 6-3	 320	 Fr.	 Perry, Fla.
78	 Will Cooper	 OL	 6-5	 295	 Fr.	 Fairhope, Ala.
79	 Lance Johnson	 OL	 6-4	 210	 So.	 Birmingham, Ala.
80	 Cianan Williams	 WR	 6-4	 190	 5th	 Salem, Ala.
81	 Gabe Glover	 WR	 6-1	 205	 So.	 Dothan, Ala.
82	 Colton Pitchford	 WR	 5-11	 190	 Sr.	 Columbus, Texas
83	 David Alpers III	 TE	 6-6	 260	 5th	 Sioux Falls, S.D.
84	 Franklin Baret Jr.	 WR	 6-4	 205	 Jr.	 Raleigh, N.C.
86	 Nabi Hoyt	 WR	 6-0	 202	 Jr.	 Karmiel, Israel
87	 Conor Donaghy	 P	 6-2	 205	 So.	 Galbally, Ireland
87	 Andrevius Smith	 TE	 6-7	 250	 Fr.	 Midland City, Ala.
88	 Kam Bell	 TE	 6-4	 230	 Sr.	 Leesburg, Ga.
89	 Camdon Pitchford	 WR	 5-9	 170	 So.	 Columbus, Texas
90	 Marvin Stringfellow	 DL	 6-2	 290	 Sr.	 St. Louis, Mo.
90	 Rio Hay	 LS	 6-1	 220	 Jr.	 Dripping Springs, Texas
91	 Greg Casimir	 K	 6-0	 220	 5th	 Hamilton, N.J.
92	 Marquis Hood	 DL	 6-2	 275	 5th	 Decatur, Ga.
93	 Jawaun Campbell	 DL	 5-11	 282	 Jr.	 DeFuniak Springs, Fla.
94	 Jumarion Larry	 DE	 6-4	 270	 5th	 Hazlehurst, Miss.
95	 Jermaine Waters Jr.	 DL	 6-4	 270	 Fr.	 Cocoa, Fla.
96	 Nii Addy	 DL	 6-2	 310	 Jr.	 Montgomery, Ala.
97	 Cleat Forrest	 K	 5-9	 170	 So.	 Alexandria, Ala.
97	 McCade Wright	 DL	 6-5	 270	 So.	 Gadsden, Ala.
98	 Kyten Davis	 DL	 6-5	 245	 Fr.	 Lake City, Fla.
99	 Andrew Rumph	 DL	 6-3	 310	 Sr.	 Palmetto, Fla.

JAX STATE GAMECOCKS
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No.	 Name	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Cl.	 Hometown
0	 Coleman Bennett	 RB	 5-11	 210	 R-Sr.	 Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
0*	 Jayden Marable	 DL	 6-2	 314	 Sr.	 Smyrna, Tenn.
0*	 Jayden West	 WR	 6-3	 183	 Sr.	 Richmond, Ky.
1	 Kaden Smith	 LB	 6-2	 222	 Jr.	 Campbellsville, Ky.
2	 Cameron Hergott	 WR	 6-3	 208	 5th	 Fort Thomas, Ky.
3	 Dyson Bell	 DB	 6-2	 195	 Sr.	 Murfreesboro, Tenn.	
4	 Keshawn Hayden	 DL	 6-3	 255	 Sr.	 St. Louis, Mo.
5*	 Nasir Spruill	 OLB	 6-3	 235	 Sr.	 Norfolk, Va.
5*	 Jordyn Potts	 QB	 6-0	 188	 Sr.	 Powell, Tenn.
6	 D.J. Galva	 DB	 6-1	 179	 Jr.	 Bartow, Fla.
7	 Colbey Lamberth	 TE	 6-4	 244	 Sr.	 Dickson, Tenn.
8	 Brock Driver	 LB	 6-2	 225	 So.	 Danville, Ky.
9	 Elijah Caldwell	 WR	 6-1	 206	 Sr.	 Rock Hill, S.C.
10*	 Derek Taylor	 DB	 6-3	 210	 5th	 Greenbrier, Tenn.
10*	 Myles Burkett	 QB	 6-0	 213	 5th	 Milwaukee, Wisc.
11	 Jarvis Hayes	 WR	 6-0	 194	 Sr.	 Waycross, Ga.
12*	 Cristian Conyer	 DB	 6-1	 183	 Sr.	 Bowling Green, Ky.
12*	 Jon Hunt	 QB	 6-0	 223	 Jr.	 Irmo, S.C.
13	 Aden Tagaloa-Nelson	 DB	 6-1	 193	 Sr.	 Lexington, Ky.
14	 Brayden Latham	 RB	 5-11	 216	 Sr.	 Gadsden, Ala.
15*	 Ashton Bracewell	 OLB	 6-4	 238	 Sr.	 Palm Coast, Fla.
15*	 Blake Kendall Jr.	 QB	 6-1	 213	 5th	 Wellington, Fla.
16	 Jackson House	 WR	 6-0	 194	 Sr.	 Baton Rouge, La.
17*	 Isaiah Brutus	 DB	 6-2	 209	 So.	 Kissimmee, Fla.
17*	 Tyler Travers	 QB	 6-4	 216	 So.	 Mount Juliet, Tenn.
18	 Preston Swope	 OLB	 6-5	 232	 So.	 West Palm Beach, Fla.
19*	 EJ Clinkscale	 DB	 5-9	 166	 Jr.	 Youngstown, Ohio
19*	 Connor Moreland	 QB	 6-0	 208	 Fr.	 Speedway, Ind.
20	 Kaleb Neal	 DB	 6-1	 203	 Jr.	 Snellville, Ga.
21*	 Rishad Hence	 DB	 5-11	 163	 5th	 Detroit, Mich.
21*	 Gervaris Leaphart Jr.	 RB	 5-8	 214	 So.	 Fort Myers, Fla.
22	 Cortez Stone	 RB	 5-10	 193	 So.	 Louisville, Ky.
23	 Maurice Wells	 DB	 6-3	 196	 Jr.	 Dallas, Texas
24	 Ryder Hooks	 RB	 5-8	 193	 Fr.	 Middletown, Ohio
25	 Jack McGrath	 OLB	 6-3	 220	 Jr.	 Deerfield, Ill.
26	 Peyton Smith	 RB	 5-8	 192	 So.	 Campbellsville, Ky.
27	 Jettson Brown	 K/P	 6-0	 218	 Jr.	 Armadale, Australia
28	 Bryant Murph	 DB	 6-4	 185	 Fr.	 Fort Myers, Fla.
29	 Davin McCoy	 OLB	 5-11	 210	 Fr.	 Raleigh, N.C.
30	 Jeffrey Kinley	 DB	 6-0	 211	 5th	 Richmond, Ky.
31	 Austin Luther	 K/P	 5-11	 196	 So.	 Wilmington, N.C.
32	 Jack Chappell	 OLB	 6-3	 223	 Jr.	 London, Ky.
33	 Jake House	 RB	 5-11	 184	 Fr.	 Lenexa, Kan.
34	 Caleb Redd	 OLB	 6-3	 235	 Jr.	 St. Louis, Mo.
35	 Davion Sturgis	 OLB	 6-3	 219	 So.	 Versailles, Ky.
36	 Buzz Flabiano	 K/P	 6-0	 201	 5th	 Murphy, Texas
37	 Jackson Marshall	 LB	 6-2	 229	 5th	 Lexington, Ky.
38	 Luke DiNardo	 LB	 6-0	 229	 So.	 Lexington, Ky.

No.	 Name	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Cl.	 Hometown
39	 Cam Jessee	 LB	 6-1	 233	 So.	 Louisville, Ky.
40	 Mac Darland	 LB	 6-1	 231	 Fr.	 Lexington, Ky.
41	 Darius Akal	 DB	 5-10	 185	 So.	 Lynch, Ky.
42	 Brady Hensley	 RB	 5-11	 215	 Jr.	 Richmond, Ky.
43*	 Blaze Katina	 OLB	 6-4	 230	 Fr.	 Thompson’s Station, Tenn.
43*	 Braylon Kuenker-Foco	 TE	 6-3	 238	 So.	 Powder Springs, Ga.
44	 Devin Orr	 K	 6-0	 208	 Jr.	 Cincinnati, Ohio
45	 Brody Bowlin	 LS	 5-10	 177	 So.	 Georgetown, Ky.
46	 Aaron Valdez	 LS	 6-0	 210	 Sr.	 San Diego, Calif.
47	 Myles Meadors	 DB	 5-10	 190	 So.	 Huntington, W.Va.
48	 Bryson Gardner	 LB	 6-1	 220	 Jr.	 Lenoir City, Tenn.
49	 Avaion Johnson	 DB	 6-0	 184	 So.	 Louisville, Ky.
51	 Chenellson Exume	 DL	 6-4	 273	 Jr.	 Miami, Fla.
52	 Yusef Sanogo-Kendrick	OL	 6-4	 317	 Jr.	 Henderson, Ky.
53	 Fenadale Hicks	 OL	 6-6	 304	 So.	 Camilla, Ga.
54	 David Pellman	 DL	 6-3	 321	 Fr.	 Louisville, Ky.
60	 Anthony Johns	 OL	 6-1	 294	 5th	 Winchester, Ky.
61	 Brendan Pohl	 OL	 6-3	 262	 Jr.	 Asheville, N.C.
62	 Robby Medici	 OL	 6-5	 295	 Jr.	 Seminole, Fla.
63	 Hunter Gulley	 OL	 6-3	 320	 Jr.	 Winchester, Ky.
64	 Samuel Eskridge	 OL	 6-2	 307	 Sr.	 Kings Mountain, N.C.
65	 Joe Schlarman	 OL	 6-3	 294	 Jr.	 Lexington, Ky.
66	 Syler Green	 OL	 6-2	 300	 Fr.	 Spring Hill, Tenn.
69	 Avery Ferris	 OL	 6-3	 290	 Sr.	 Auburn, Ala.
71	 Andrew Steger	 OL	 6-7	 326	 Jr.	 Fremont, Mich.
74	 J.J. Dollenmeyer	 OL	 6-3	 293	 Sr.	 Liberty Township, Ohio
79	 Antonio Gaines	 OL	 6-2	 338	 5th	 Columbia, S.C.
80	 Jakobie Hughes	 TE	 6-4	 250	 5th	 Springfield, Ky.
81	 Tyler King	 WR	 5-7	 167	 Fr.	 Lexington, Ky.
83	 Bryant Mathis	 WR	 5-8	 182	 So.	 Richmond, Ky.
84	 AJ Johnson	 WR	 6-4	 205	 So.	 Gary, Ind.
85	 Braylon Newcomb	 WR	 5-7	 186	 So.	 Dayton, Ohio
86	 Colton Childress	 WR	 6-0	 191	 Sr.	 Appomattox, Va.
87	 Adam Surrey	 WR	 5-11	 176	 So.	 Fort Thomas, Ky.
88	 Tyree Weatherspoon	 WR	 6-4	 189	 So.	 Deltona, Fla.
89	 Caeleb Schlachter	 TE	 6-3	 228	 5th	 Kelowna, Canada
90	 Bennett Spillman	 DL	 6-2	 270	 Fr.	 Nashville, Tenn.
91	 Davi’yon Hawkins-Ingram  DL	 6-2	 265	 Jr.	 West Cocoa, Fla.
92	 Simon Ghee	 TE	 6-2	 260	 Sr.	 Bowling Green, Ky.
93	 Cole Rose	 DL	 6-3	 274	 Fr.	 Mount Sterling, Ky.
95	 Lendric Barber	 DL	 6-3	 325	 Jr.	 McDonough, Ga.
96	 Jalen Hand	 DL	 6-3	 318	 Sr.	 Lexington, Ky.
97	 Payne Miller	 DL	 6-2	 301	 Jr.	 Princeton, Ill.
99	 Landen Turk	 DL	 6-4	 273	 Jr.	 Oxford, Pa.
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FOOTBALL
2026 Football Media Release
Contact: Josh Yonis | jyonis@conferenceusa.com | 817-899-6499

 BOWL SYNOPSIS
CUSA BOWL OVERVIEW

Conference USA will continue its established bowl affiliations for the 2026 postseason, as 
Bowl Season announced the extension of existing conference bowl agreements with the FBS 
conferences. The league is guaranteed seven bowl appearances, providing its members with a 
broad range of postseason opportunities across the country.

CUSA will once again send a team to the New Orleans Bowl against a Sun Belt Conference 
school. The league has a longstanding history with the event, having placed a team in the 
bowl 21 times since its inception in 2001. CUSA teams have won each of the last four New 
Orleans Bowl games. 

The conference’s remaining guaranteed selections in the cycle will come from 14 games 
which are owned and operated by ESPN Events. The bowl lineup offers Conference USA 
institutions and student-athletes postseason destinations throughout the nation while 
continuing the league’s commitment to providing quality postseason opportunities and 
experiences.

GUARANTEED SELECTION:

COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF

THE PLAYOFF
The CFP will once again utilize a 12-team format 

for the 2026 season. Guaranteed bids will be awarded 
for the top five conference champions in the CFP 
rankings, and at-large bids will be given to the seven 
highest-ranked remaining teams. The four highest-
ranked schools will receive first-round byes, and the 
remaining teams will play each other in the first round 
at the home fields of the better seeds, matched in 
the standard format of 5-12, 6-11, 7-10 and 8-9. The 
championship will continue to be held at a separately 
determined neutral site. First round games will occur 
December 18-19, quarterfinal games December 
30-January 1, semifinal games Jan. 14-15 and the 
championship game on Monday, January 25.

THE SELECTION COMMITTEE
A selection committee will choose the 12 teams 

for the playoff based on their performance during 
the regular season, including, strength of schedule, 
head-to-head results, championships won, and 
other factors. 

THE ROTATION
New Year’s Six bowl games will be introduced in 

the quarterfinal round. The semifinals will be played 
in bowls on a rotating basis while the nationaly 
championship host site is determined through bids 
by prospective host sites.

For the 2026-27 season, the Fiesta Bowl (Dec. 30), 
Peach Bowl (Jan. 1), Cotton Bowl (Jan. 1) and Rose 
Bowl (Jan. 1) will host quarterfinal games, while the 
Orange Bowl (Jan. 14) and Sugar Bowl (Jan. 15) will 
host semifinals. The College Football Championship 
will be held on Monday, Jan. 25 in Las Vegas, Nev.

CUSA AND THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF
As a member of the College Football Playoff, 

Conference USA will be a part of one of the College 
Football Playoff bowls if it has the highest rated 
champion from among the American Athletic, 
CUSA, Mid-American, Mountain West, Pac-12 and 
Sun Belt Conferences.   

NEW ORLEANS BOWL
(New Orleans, Louisiana)
www.neworleansbowl.org

IS4S SALUTE TO VETERANS BOWL 
(Montgomery, Alabama)
www.salutetoveteransbowl.com

BOCA RATON BOWL 
(Boca Raton, Florida)
www.bocaratonbowl.com 

UNION HOME MORTGAGE GASPARILLA BOWL 
(Tampa, Florida)
www.gasparillabowl.com

MYRTLE BEACH BOWL 
(Myrtle Beach, South Carolina)
www.myrtlebeachbowlgame.com

PUERTO RICO BOWL
(Bayamón, Puerto Rico)

STAFFDNA CURE BOWL 
(Orlando, Florida)
www.curebowl.com

RADIANCE TECHNOLOGIES INDEPENDENCE BOWL
(Shreveport, Louisiana)
www.radiancetechnologiesindependencebowl.com

LOCKHEED MARTIN ARMED FORCES BOWL 
(Fort Worth, Texas)
www.armedforcesbowl.com

FRISCO BOWL 
(Frisco, Texas)
thefriscobowl.com

ISLETA NEW MEXICO BOWL 
(Albuquerque, New Mexico)
www.newmexicobowl.com

WASABI FENWAY BOWL 
(Boston, Massachusetts)
www.mlb.com/redsox/fenway-bowl

68 VENTURES BOWL 
(Mobile, Alabama)
www.68venturesbowl.com 

JLAB BIRMINGHAM BOWL 
(Birmingham, Alabama)
birminghambowl.com

SERVPRO FIRST RESPONDER BOWL 
(Dallas, Texas)
www.firstresponderbowl.com

REMAINING SELECTIONS (FIVE FROM THIS GROUP):

There is no set selection order among CUSA’s bowl partners.
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Greg Seitz is in his 34th 
year in the athletic 
department at Jackson-
ville State University. 
He has served as Director 

of Athletics since being officially named to the role on 
February 26, 2016.
 
Seitz served as interim Athletic Director for 14 months 
leading up to his full-time appointment, marking 
his third term as the interim Athletic Director for the 
Gamecocks.
 
In Seitz’s decade at the helm, the Gamecocks have 
experienced unprecedented success on the field and 
in the classroom. The architect of Jax State’s move from 
NCAA’s Football Championship Subdivision (FCS) to 
the Football Bowl Subdivision (FBS) and Conference 
USA, Seitz has navigated the athletic department 
through the recovery of the 2018 EF-3 tornado, the 
2020 pandemic and a series of three conference 
changes over a four-year span.
 
During his tenure, the Gamecocks have shined in the 
classroom. Jax State student-athletes have earned 
a 3.20-or-better department GPA in each of the last 
seven years, including the department’s highest com-
bined GPA of 3.361 set during the most recent 2025-26 
academic year. 
 
Since taking the reins full-time in 2016, Seitz has hired 
an impressive list of head coaches that have produced 
Jax State’s first two trips to March Madness and the 
NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament (Ray Harper), first 
FBS bowl appearance, bowl victory and FBS Confer-
ence Championship (Rich Rodriguez) and the school’s 
first Division I national championship in women’s 
bowling (Shannon O’Keefe). The Gamecocks have 
claimed multiple softball and volleyball conference 
crowns, while also regularly placing individuals in 

NCAA postseason competition in golf, tennis and track 
and field. In 2019, Jax State baseball won its first NCAA 
Tournament games eliminating Illinois and Clemson 
en route to the Oxford Regional Final. 

This past spring, baseball and softball each swept the 
regular season and tournament titles in Conference 
USA and advance to NCAA Regionals. Jax State was 
the only Division I school in the nation to sweep those 
four  titles in 2026. The 2025-26 year also featured a 
third consecutive FBS bowl game for the Gamecocks - 
now alongside Marshall as the only FCS-to-FBS team to 
make a bowl in its first three seasons. The Gamecocks 
beat historic rival Troy, 17-13, in the Salute to Veterans 
Bowl in Montgomery. Jax State later returned to the 
national spotlight winning the NCAA National Champi-
onship in bowling, the second title in three seasons. 

In the school’s second season as a full-fledged FBS and 
Conference USA member in 2024-25, the Gamecocks 
reached the championship game/round and finished 
first or second in the league in six sports (football, 
men’s basketball, bowling, women’s golf, softball and 
baseball). A feat made more impressive by the fact that 
CUSA ranked Top 10 in conference RPI in four of those 
sports (Bowling, Men’s Basketball, Softball, Baseball) 
The Gamecocks hosted and won the 2024 CUSA Foot-
ball Championship with a dominant 52-12 win over 
Western Kentucky at AmFirst Stadium to win the pro-
gram’s first FBS conference title. Later that season, Jax 
State made its debut in the men’s basketball National 
Invitation Tournament (NIT), where the Gamecocks 
made another national television splash with an 81-64 
Opening Round win at Georgia Tech for the program’s 
first Power Four win in the last 50 years. 

Jax State made a head-first dive into Conference USA 
and FBS football for 2023-24. The Gamecocks earned 
the school’s first FBS bowl appearance and bowl 
victory in the New Orleans Bowl, while the upstart 
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bowling program claimed the 2024 NCAA national 
championship. It led to what was one of the school’s  
best finishes in the year-end LEARFIELD Director’s Cup 
standings with Jax State scoring 145 points to rank 
123rd among all 350+ Division I institutions. That mark 
was beat during the previous 2025-26 campaign that 
saw Jax State score 220 points and rank 95th nationally. 
  
From Seitz earliest days leading the Gamecocks, the 
Jax State football team won a JSU and Ohio Valley 
Conference-record five consecutive league titles and 
won a league-record 36-straight OVC games from 2014 
to 2018, the second-longest conference win streak in 
FCS history. The Gamecocks were the only Division I 
program to win its conference title outright during 
those five seasons. The 2015 season saw the football 
team post it’s first-ever No. 1 ranking in school history, 
and earn the No. 1 National seed in the FCS Playoffs 
before advancing to Jax State’s first Division I Nation-
al Championship Game appearance in Frisco, Texas. 
The Gamecocks set more than 50 school records and 
ranked in the top three in attendance at the FCS level 
after hosting three-straight home playoff games.
 
In 2017, Jax State reached the Division I NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Tournament for the first time under first-
year head coach Ray Harper. The Gamecocks made 
their second all-time appearance in March Madness in 
2022, winning the ASUN Conference in their first year. 
The transition to the ASUN saw immediate success on 
the hardwood as the women’s basketball program also 
took part in its first Div. I postseason with a bid to the 
WNIT.

Seitz has been with Jax State since 1993, when he be-
gan working as assistant sports information director. In 
1999, he became Sports Information Director and was 
promoted to Associate Athletic Director in 2002, before 
being promoted to Senior Associate Athletic Director 
in 2011.
 
During his term as interim and Athletic Director, Seitz 
has been instrumental in many of the facility upgrades 
at Jacksonville State, including renovations at Rudy 
Abbott Field at Jim Case Stadium, Pete Mathews Col-
iseum, the Loring and Debbie White Football Com-
plex and the Riley Green Athletic Sports Performance 
Center.
 
In 2017, Seitz announced an extension of a 14-year 
partnership between Jax State Athletics and Adidas, se-
curing the Portland, Ore., based company as the Game-
cocks’ official athletic apparel and footwear brand.
 
Also during 2017, Seitz and the Board of Trustees an-
nounced plans to install new state-of-the-art high defi-
nition video boards at football, baseball and softball, 
while also placing new scoreboards at the Jax State 

Soccer Field and the Jax State Tennis Courts. That proj-
ect went one step further in 2019, when a pair of video 
boards were installed inside Pete Mathews Coliseum as 
part of the reconstruction process following the 2018 
EF-3 tornado that struck campus.
 
As part of the campus rebuild following the tornado, 
Seitz brought the athletic department’s administrative 
home to Pete Mathews Coliseum creating new office 
space throughout the third floor of the facility. The 
transition paved the way for a new main athletic ticket 
office in the coliseum lobby, updated basketball, soccer 
and volleyball locker rooms, and the installation of a 
full-size practice court on the east end of the building. 
 
Under his guidance, Jax State athletics transitioned 
into the ASUN Conference in 2021, to better align with 
the evolving college landscape, and soon after accept-
ed an invitation to join Conference USA beginning in 
2023. The move elevated the Gamecocks’ football pro-
gram to the highest level of college football. Among 
his notable hires since taking over as AD, Seitz landed 
Rich Rodriguez to lead Jax State’s efforts into FBS and 
Conference USA. The move proved successful from the 
start as Rodriguez and the Gamecocks won the ASUN 
Conference in his first season in 2022 during Jax State’s 
final FCS season. The momentum continued into Jax 
State’s debut FBS season in 2023 when Rodriguez and 
the Gamecocks became just the fifth team to play in a 
bowl during the program’s first full season of FBS com-
petition. Jax State then became the first and only team 
to win a bowl in its first FBS campaign with a thrilling 
34-31 overtime victory over Louisiana in the R+L Carri-
er’s New Orleans Bowl.  
 
Seitz has served on the NCAA Men’s Final Four Media 
Coordinator team for the last 14 years and was just 
named to the NCAA Division I baseball committee, 
serving a four-year term through 2028. He also serves 
as a site representative for the NCAA for the Division 
I Baseball Regionals and Super Regionals, and has 
worked the College World Series for the past six years. 
Seitz served a four-year term on the NCAA FCS Football 
Committee, serving as Chair in 2019, and has been a 
site representative for the last 11 years. In addition, he 
served as a member of the NCAA Football Oversight 
Committee in 2019-20 and was a member of the NCAA 
Championships Financial Working Group that was 
formed in 2019.
 
He has worked numerous NCAA Championships and 
Alabama High School Athletic Association events over 
the last 30-plus years. In 2002, he became the first SID 
elected as President of the Alabama Sports Writers 
Association and currently serves as the organization’s 
secretary and treasurer.
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