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2008 NUMERICAL ROSTER 
No. Name Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown (High School/Previous School)   
2 James Smith** DB 5-9 189 Jr.# Council Bluffs, Iowa (Jefferson)
4 Zac Sandvig* DB 5-10 180 So.# West Des Moines, Iowa (Valley)
4 Austen Arnaud* QB 6-3 212 So.# Ames, Iowa (Ames)
5 R.J. Sumrall*** WR 6-1 195 Sr.# Orlando, Fla. (Winter Park)
6 Jason Scales*** RB 5-9 205 Sr.# West Des Moines, Iowa (Valley)
7 Phillip Bates* QB 6-1 215 So. Omaha, Neb. (Omaha North)
8 Chris Brown* DB 5-10 172 Sr.# Gainesville, Texas (Gainesville)
9 Euseph Messiah* WR 5-10 170 Sr.# Bettendorf, Iowa (Bettendorf)
10 Cameron Bell* LB 6-2 230 So. Round Rock, Texas (Stony Point)
11 Chris Singleton*** DB 5-10 194 Sr. Fort Myers, Fla. (Dunbar)
12 Allen Bell* DB 6-1 190 Jr. Tallahassee, Fla. (James Rickards/Independence CC)
13 Mike Brandtner** P 6-1 198 Jr.# Bettendorf, Iowa (Davenport Assumption)
14 Michael Bibbs* LB 6-1 223 Sr. Atlanta, Ga. (Booker T. Washington/Copiah-Lincoln CC)
15 Houston Jones* WR 6-1 194 Jr.# Oklahoma City, Okla. (Northeast Academy)
16 Daniel Kuehl K/P 6-0 189 So. Sioux City, Iowa (Heelan)
17 Devin McDowell* DB 5-9 175 So.# Garland, Texas (Garland)
17 Joel Zitek WR 6-2 193 Jr.# Ulysses, Neb. (East Butler) 
18 Wallace Franklin* WR 6-3 171 Sr. Beaumont, Texas (Ozen/Butler CC)
19 A.J. Matthews LB 6-3 196 Fr.# Clearwater, Fla. (Countryside)
20 Brandon Hunley*** DB 5-11 205 Sr.# Grandview, Mo. (Grandview)
21 Steve Johnson** DB 6-0 199 Jr.# Denver, Colo. (Montbello)
22 Jason Harris** RB 5-11 204 Sr. Clearwater, Fla. (Clearwater)
24 Derec Schmidgall* LB 6-1 221 Jr.# Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln)
25 Nick Frere* DE 6-2 246 Sr.# Muscatine, Iowa (Muscatine)
26 Taylor Mansfi eld FB 6-1 252 So.# Decorah, Iowa (Decorah)
26 Seth Moser LB 6-2 217 Fr.# Alvord, Iowa (West Lyon)
27 Josh Raven* LB 5-11 210 Jr.# Fort Myers, Fla. (Mariner)
27 Michael Romey PK 6-6 183 Fr.# Carroll, Iowa (Kuemper)
29 Brian Ekwelundu* FB/TE 5-11 223 Jr.# Corpus Christi, Texas (Corpus Christi)
29 Rashawn Parker** DE 6-0 258 Jr. Ponca City, Okla. (Ponca City)
31 Justin Rumple LB 6-3 210 So.# Casey, Iowa (Adair-Casey)
33 Alexander Robinson* RB 5-10 181 So. Minneapolis, Minn. (De La Salle)
34 Nick Harklau* DB 6-0 182 Jr.# Humboldt, Iowa (Humboldt)
34 Bo Williams RB 6-1 201 Fr.# Lauderdale Lakes, Fla. (Northeast/Florida)
36 Kyle Walker DB 5-6 169 Jr. Cedar Rapids, Iowa (Thomas Jefferson)
39 Rickey Thompson Jr. RB 5-9 198 Sr.# Ames, Iowa (Ames/Nebraska-Omaha)
43 Fred Garrin* LB 6-1 215 Jr. Shepherd, Texas (Shepherd)
45 Curtiz Mathis LB 6-1 225 Fr.# Harvey, Ill. (Thornton Township)
46 Michael O’Connell* DB 6-0 195 So.# Cedar Rapids, Iowa (Regina)
47 Kurtis Taylor** DE 6-2 250 Sr.# Fort Dodge, Iowa (Fort Dodge)
48 Sean Smith TE 6-4 268 So.# Wildwood, Mo. (Lafayette)
49 David Wonders DS 6-0 248 So.# Waukee, Iowa (Waukee)
52 Mike Knapp OL 6-3 266 Jr.# West Des Moines, Iowa (Valley)
53 Evan Vencil OL 6-3 242 Jr.# Ankeny, Iowa (Ankeny)
54 Jesse Smith** LB 6-0 223 Jr.# Altoona, Iowa (Southeast Polk)
55 Christopher Lyle* DE 6-3 242 Jr. Waldorf, Md. (Westlake/Butler CC)
56 Chris Weir* DT 6-1 269 Sr. Miami, Fla. (Miami Beach/Independence CC)
59 Preston Kaufman LB 5-10 232 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln Southwest/Nebraska-Omaha)
60 Brandon Johnson* OL 6-4 301 Sr.# Rushville, Neb. (Rushville)
61 Nick Slobidsky* OL 6-2 278 Sr. Naperville, Ill. (Waubonsie Valley/CWR/College of DuPage [Ill.])
62 Nate Frere** DL 6-1 288 Jr. Muscatine, Iowa (Muscatine)
63 Ben Lamaak* OL 6-5 308 So.# Cedar Rapids, Iowa (Kennedy)
65 Patrick Steinbach OL 6-8 299 So.# Albia, Iowa (Albia)
66 Joe Blaes OL 6-2 284 Sr. Cherryvale, Kan. (Cherryvale/Coffeyville CC)
66 Kyle Slifka DL 6-2 262 So.# Cresco, Iowa (Crestwood)
67 Matt Hulbert* OL 6-7 283 So.# Ankeny, Iowa (Ankeny)
71 Trey Baysinger OL 6-6 307 Fr.# Dallas, Texas (Carter)
72 Kelechi Osemele OL 6-5 331 Fr.# Houston, Texas (Langham Creek)
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2008 NUMERICAL ROSTER 
No. Name Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown (High School/Previous School)    
73 Reggie Stephens** OL 6-4 300 Jr.# Rowlett, Texas (Jesuit College Prep)
74 Joe Vanstrom* OL 6-6 293 Sr.# Ham Lake, Minn. (Blaine)
75 Doug Dedrick* OL 6-4 296 Sr. Tempe, Ariz. (Corona Del Sol/Scottsdale CC)
77 Alex Alvarez OL 6-2 291 So.# League City, Texas (Clear Creek/Kilgore College)
78 Joseph Klerekoper OL 6-5 277 Fr.# Longview, Texas (Pine Tree)
80 Todd Tuetken WR 6-1 182 Fr.# Monticello, Iowa (Monticello)
81 Michael Tate DT 6-4 285 Sr. Tulsa, Okla. (Washington/Arkansas/Blinn)
82 Marquis Hamilton** WR 6-4 216 Jr.# Oklahoma City, Okla. (Edmond North)
83 Jake Williams WR 6-2 195 So.# West Des Moines, Iowa (Valley) 
83 Travis Ferguson DE 6-5 240 Sr.# Waterloo, Iowa (East)
84 Derrick Catlett* TE 6-4 241 Jr.# Fort Collins, Colo. (Fort Collins)
85 Bailey Johnson* DL 6-3 273 So.# Homewood, Ill. (Homewood-Flossmoor)
85 Justin Lillie WR 6-5 215 Jr.# Earlham, Iowa (Earlham)
87 Alex Sandvig WR 6-1 182 Fr.# West Des Moines, Iowa (Valley)
88 Collin Franklin TE 6-6 238 So.# Simi Valley, Calif. (Simi Valley/College of the Canyons)
89 Andrew Mitchell WR 6-2 209 So. Fort Dodge, Iowa (Fort Dodge/Kirkwood CC/Iowa Central)
91 Patrick Neal TE 6-0 230 Fr.# West Des Moines, Iowa (Valley)
92 Jerrod Black DT 6-0 275 Fr..# Houston, Texas (Cypress Falls)
96 Austin Alburtis DL 6-2 275 So.# Dallas, Texas (Tyler Street Christian Academy)
99 Chase Hurtig DL 6-3 245 So.# Hull, Iowa (Rock Valley-Boyden)

Newcomers              
 Kennard Banks DB 5-10 190 Jr. Boynton Beach, Fla. (William T. Dwyer/Dodge City CC) 
 Ter’ran Benton CB 6-0 180 Fr. Arlington, Texas (Summit)
 Brett Bueker QB 6-3 200 Fr. Bettendorf, Iowa (Pleasant Valley)
 Hunter Burke WR 6-0 175 Fr. West Salem, Wis. (West Salem)
 Brayden Burris OL 6-7 250 Fr. Wichita, Kan. (Bishop Carroll)
 Carter Bykowski TE 6-7 245 Fr. Eden Prairie, Minn. (Eden Prairie)
 Chris Campbell WR 5-10 175 Fr. Cherokee, Iowa (Washington)
 Jason Carlson WR 6-0 195 So.# New Hope, Minn. (Robbinsdale Armstrong/NDSCS)
 George Clampett OL 6-2 250 Fr. Alrington Heights, Ill. (Barrington)
 Darius Darks WR 6-0 180 Fr. Austin, Texas (Connally)
 Drew Davis OL 6-8 300 Fr. Dubuque, Iowa (Wahlert)
 Vince Ewald TE 6-5 220 Fr. Taylor Ridge, Ill. (Rock Island-Alleman)
 Ernest Ferguson LB 6-1 222 Fr. Palm Beach, Fla. (Royal Palm Beach)
 Zach Guyer K 6-3 180 Fr. Urbandale, Iowa (Johnston)
 Kevin Hamlin LB 6-3 215 Fr. Jupiter, Fla. (Dwyer)
 Kurt Hammerschmidt TE 6-5 236 Fr. Chesterfi eld, Mo. (DeSmet)
 Chase Harper TE/DE 6-5 230 Fr. Austin, Texas (Connally)
 Scott Haughton OL 6-4 310 Fr. Sanford, Fla. (Seminole)
 Hayworth Hicks OL 6-3 323 So. Los Angeles, Calif. (Palmdale/Antelope Valley CC)
 Leonard Johnson DB 5-11 180 Fr. Clearwater, Fla. (Largo)
 Sedrick Johnson WR 6-4 180 Fr. Troup, Texas (Arp)
 Cleyon Laing DE 6-3 250 Fr. Edmonton, Alberta (Holy Trinity)
 Dustin Land S 5-11 200 Fr. Milton, Fla. (Milton)
  Judah Linder CB 6-0 170 Fr. Miami, Fla. (Miami Edison)
 Roosevelt Maggitt DL 6-2 215 Fr. Riviera Beach, Fla. (Dwyer)
 Grant Mahoney K 6-1 180 Fr. Marion, Iowa (Linn-Mar)
 Jake McDonough DE 6-5 268 Fr. Urbandale, Iowa (Valley)
 Chad Powell P 5-11 185 Fr. Parker, Texas (Plano East)
 Lonzie Range WR 6-3 190 Fr. Carrollton, Texas (Creekview)
 Stephen Ruempolhamer DT 6-3 285 Fr. Tulsa, Okla. (Union)
 Jeremiah Schwartz RB 5-11 230 Fr. Orlando, Fla. (Edgewater)
 Jerome Tiller QB 6-3 185 Fr. San Antonio, Texas (Robert E. Lee)
 Zac Tucker DS 6-4 200 Fr. Johnston, Iowa (Johnston)
 Dakota Zimmerman DS 6-0 230 Fr. Wichita, Kan. (Haysville Campus)

*letters earned
#has redshirted
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2008 ALPHABETICAL ROSTER 
No. Name Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown (High School/Previous School)   
96 Austin Alburtis DL 6-2 275 So.# Dallas, Texas (Tyler Street Christian Academy)
77 Alex Alvarez OL 6-2 291 So.# League City, Texas (Clear Creek/Kilgore College)
4 Austen Arnaud* QB 6-3 212 So.# Ames, Iowa (Ames)
 Kennard Banks DB 5-10 190 Jr. Boynton Beach, Fla. (William T. Dwyer/Dodge City CC)
7 Phillip Bates* QB 6-1 215 So. Omaha, Neb. (Omaha North)
71 Trey Baysinger OL 6-6 307 Fr.# Dallas, Texas (Carter)
12 Allen Bell* DB 6-1 190 Jr. Tallahassee, Fla. (James Rickards/Independence CC)
10 Cameron Bell* LB 6-2 230 So. Round Rock, Texas (Stony Point)
 Ter’ran Benton CB 6-0 180 Fr. Arlington, Texas (Summit)
14 Michael Bibbs* LB 6-1 223 Sr. Atlanta, Ga. (Booker T. Washington/Copiah-Lincoln CC)
92 Jerrod Black DT 6-0 275 Fr.# Houston, Texas (Cypress Falls)
66 Joe Blaes OL 6-2 284 Sr. Cherryvale, Kan. (Cherryvale/Coffeyville CC)
13 Mike Brandtner** P 6-1 198 Jr.# Bettendorf, Iowa (Davenport Assumption)
8 Chris Brown* DB 5-10 172 Sr.# Gainesville, Texas (Gainesville)
 Brett Bueker QB 6-3 200 Fr. Bettendorf, Iowa (Pleasant Valley)
 Hunter Burke WR 6-0 175 Fr. West Salem, Wis. (West Salem)
 Brayden Burris OL 6-7 250 Fr. Wichita, Kan. (Bishop Carroll)
 Carter Bykowski TE 6-7 245 Fr. Eden Prairie, Minn. (Eden Prairie)
 Chris Campbell WR 5-10 175 Fr. Cherokee, Iowa (Washington)
 Jason Carlson WR 6-0 195 So.# New Hope, Minn. (Robbinsdale Armstrong/NDSCS)
84 Derrick Catlett* TE 6-4 241 Jr.# Fort Collins, Colo. (Fort Collins)
 George Clampett OL 6-2 250 Fr. Alrington Heights, Ill. (Barrington)
 Darius Darks WR 6-0 180 Fr. Austin, Texas (Connally)
 Drew Davis OL 6-8 300 Fr. Dubuque, Iowa (Wahlert)
75 Doug Dedrick* OL 6-4 296 Sr. Tempe, Ariz. (Corona Del Sol/Scottsdale CC)
29 Brian Ekwelundu* FB/TE 5-11 223 Jr.# Corpus Christi, Texas (Corpus Christi)
 Vince Ewald TE 6-5 220 Fr. Taylor Ridge, Ill. (Rock Island-Alleman)
 Ernest Ferguson LB 6-1 222 Fr. Palm Beach, Fla. (Royal Palm Beach)
83 Travis Ferguson DE 6-5 240 Sr.# Waterloo, Iowa (East)
88 Collin Franklin TE 6-6 238 So.# Simi Valley, Calif. (Simi Valley/College of the Canyons)
18 Wallace Franklin* WR 6-3 171 Sr. Beaumont, Texas (Ozen/Butler CC)
62 Nate Frere** DL 6-1 288 Jr. Muscatine, Iowa (Muscatine)
25 Nick Frere* DE 6-2 246 Sr.# Muscatine, Iowa (Muscatine)
43 Fred Garrin* LB 6-1 215 Jr. Shepherd, Texas (Shepherd)
 Zach Guyer K 6-3 180 Fr. Urbandale, Iowa (Johnston)
82 Marquis Hamilton** WR 6-4 216 Jr.# Oklahoma City, Okla. (Edmond North)
 Kevin Hamlin LB 6-3 215 Fr. Jupiter, Fla. (Dwyer)
 Kurt Hammerschmidt TE 6-5 236 Fr. Chesterfi eld, Mo. (DeSmet)
34 Nick Harklau* DB 6-0 182 Jr.# Humboldt, Iowa (Humboldt)
 Chase Harper TE/DE 6-5 230 Fr. Austin, Texas (Connally)
22 Jason Harris** RB 5-11 204 Sr. Clearwater, Fla. (Clearwater)
 Scott Haughton OL 6-4 310 Fr. Sanford, Fla. (Seminole)
 Hayworth Hicks OL 6-3 323 So. Los Angeles, Calif. (Palmdale/Antelope Valley CC)
67 Matt Hulbert* OL 6-7 283 So.# Ankeny, Iowa (Ankeny)
20 Brandon Hunley*** DB 5-11 205 Sr.# Grandview, Mo. (Grandview)
99 Chase Hurtig DL 6-3 245 So.# Hull, Iowa (Rock Valley-Boyden)
85 Bailey Johnson* DL 6-3 273 So.# Homewood, Ill. (Homewood-Flossmoor)
60 Brandon Johnson* OL 6-4 301 Sr.# Rushville, Neb. (Rushville)
 Leonard Johnson DB 5-11 180 Fr. Clearwater, Fla. (Largo)
 Sedrick Johnson WR 6-4 180 Fr. Troup, Texas (Arp)
21 Steve Johnson** DB 6-0 199 Jr.# Denver, Colo. (Montbello)
15 Houston Jones* WR 6-1 194 Jr.# Oklahoma City, Okla. (Northeast Academy)
59 Preston Kaufman LB 5-10 232 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln Southwest/Nebraska-Omaha)
78 Joseph Klerekoper OL 6-5 277 Fr.# Longview, Texas (Pine Tree)
52 Mike Knapp OL 6-3 266 Jr.# West Des Moines, Iowa (Valley)
16 Daniel Kuehl K/P 6-0 189 So. Sioux City, Iowa (Heelan)
 Cleyon Laing DE 6-3 250 Fr. Edmonton, Alberta (Holy Trinity)
63 Ben Lamaak* OL 6-5 308 So.# Cedar Rapids, Iowa (Kennedy)
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No. Name Pos Ht Wt Yr Hometown (High School/Previous School)    
 Dustin Land S 5-11 200 Fr. Milton, Fla. (Milton)
85 Justin Lillie WR 6-5 215 Jr.# Earlham, Iowa (Earlham)
 Judah Linder CB 6-0 170 Fr. Miami, Fla. (Miami Edison)
55 Christopher Lyle* DE 6-3 242 Jr. Waldorf, Md. (Westlake/Butler CC)
 Roosevelt Maggitt DL 6-2 215 Fr. Riviera Beach, Fla. (Dwyer)
 Grant Mahoney K 6-1 180 Fr. Marion, Iowa (Linn-Mar)
26 Taylor Mansfi eld FB 6-1 252 So.# Decorah, Iowa (Decorah)
45 Curtiz Mathis LB 6-1 225 Fr.# Harvey, Ill. (Thornton Township)
19 A.J. Matthews LB 6-3 196 Fr.# Clearwater, Fla. (Countryside)
 Jake McDonough DE 6-5 268 Fr. Urbandale, Iowa (Valley)
17 Devin McDowell* DB 5-9 175 So.# Garland, Texas (Garland)
9 Euseph Messiah* WR 5-10 170 Sr.# Bettendorf, Iowa (Bettendorf)
89 Andrew Mitchell WR 6-2 209 So. Fort Dodge, Iowa (Fort Dodge/Kirkwood CC/Iowa Central)
26 Seth Moser LB 6-2 217 Fr.# Alvord, Iowa (West Lyon)
91 Patrick Neal TE 6-0 230 Fr.# West Des Moines, Iowa (Valley)
46 Michael O’Connell* DB 6-0 195 So.# Cedar Rapids, Iowa (Regina)
72 Kelechi Osemele OL 6-5 331 Fr.# Houston, Texas (Langham Creek)
29 Rashawn Parker** DE 6-0 258 Jr. Ponca City, Okla. (Ponca City)
 Chad Powell P 5-11 185 Fr. Parker, Texas (Plano East)
 Lonzie Range WR 6-3 190 Fr. Carrollton, Texas (Creekview)
27 Josh Raven* LB 5-11 210 Jr.# Fort Myers, Fla. (Mariner)
33 Alexander Robinson* RB 5-10 181 So. Minneapolis, Minn. (De La Salle)
27 Michael Romey K 6-6 183 Fr.# Carroll, Iowa (Kuemper) 
 Stephen Ruempolhamer DT 6-3 285 Fr. Tulsa, Okla. (Union)
31 Justin Rumple LB 6-3 210 So.# Casey, Iowa (Adair-Casey)
87 Alex Sandvig WR 6-1 182 Fr.# West Des Moines, Iowa (Valley)
4 Zac Sandvig* DB 5-10 180 So.# West Des Moines, Iowa (Valley)
6 Jason Scales*** RB 5-9 205 Sr.# West Des Moines, Iowa (Valley)
24 Derec Schmidgall* LB 6-1 221 Jr.# Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln)
 Jeremiah Schwartz RB 5-11 230 Fr. Orlando, Fla. (Edgewater)
11 Chris Singleton*** DB 5-10 194 Sr. Fort Myers, Fla. (Dunbar)
66 Kyle Slifka DL 6-2 262 So.# Cresco, Iowa (Crestwood)
61 Nick Slobidsky* OL 6-2 278 Sr. Naperville, Ill. (Waubonsie Valley/CWR/College of DuPage [Ill.])
2 James Smith** DB 5-9 189 Jr.# Council Bluffs, Iowa (Jefferson)
54 Jesse Smith** LB 6-0 223 Jr.# Altoona, Iowa (Southeast Polk)
48 Sean Smith OL 6-4 268 So.# Wildwood, Mo. (Lafayette)
65 Patrick Steinbach OL 6-8 299 So.# Albia, Iowa (Albia)
73 Reggie Stephens** OL 6-4 300 Jr.# Rowlett, Texas (Jesuit College Prep)
5 R.J. Sumrall*** WR 6-1 195 Sr.# Orlando, Fla. (Winter Park)
81 Michael Tate DT 6-4 285 Sr. Tulsa, Okla. (Washington/Arkansas/Blinn)
47 Kurtis Taylor** DE 6-2 250 Sr.# Fort Dodge, Iowa (Fort Dodge)
39 Rickey Thompson Jr. RB 5-9 198 Sr.# Ames, Iowa (Ames/Nebraska-Omaha)
 Jerome Tiller QB 6-3 185 Fr. San Antonio, Texas (Robert E. Lee)
 Zac Tucker DS 6-4 200 Fr. Johnston, Iowa (Johnston)
80 Todd Tuetken WR 6-1 182 Fr.# Monticello, Iowa (Monticello)
74 Joe Vanstrom* OL 6-6 293 Sr.# Ham Lake, Minn. (Blaine)
53 Evan Vencil OL 6-3 242 Jr.# Ankeny, Iowa (Ankeny)
36 Kyle Walker DB 5-6 169 Jr. Cedar Rapids, Iowa (Thomas Jefferson)
56 Chris Weir* DT 6-1 269 Sr. Miami, Fla. (Miami Beach/Independence CC)
34 Bo Williams RB 6-1 201 Fr.# Lauderdale Lakes, Fla. (Northeast/Florida)
83 Jake Williams WR 6-2 195 So.# West Des Moines, Iowa (Valley)
49 David Wonders DS 6-0 248 So.# Waukee, Iowa (Waukee) 
 Dakota Zimmerman DS 6-0 230 Fr. Wichita, Kan. (Haysville Campus)
17 Joel Zitek WR 6-2 193 Jr.# Ulysses, Neb. (East Butler) 

*letters earned
#has redshirted



IOWA STATE CYCLONE FOOTBALL

54

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
Austin Arnaud ..........................................................................are-NAWED
Kennard Banks .................................................................ken-ARD BANKS
Ter’ran Benton................................................................. Ter-AHN BEN-ton
Jerrod Black .................................................................................... jer-AHD
Joe Blaes.......................................................................................... BLAZE
Doug Dedrick .......................................................................... deed-DRICK
Brian Ekwelundu ............................................................eck-weh-LUN-due
Nate Frere ........................................................................................FREER
Nick Frere .........................................................................................FREER
Zach Guyer ....................................................................................... GUY-ur
Marquis Hamilton ....................................................................marr-KEECE
Nick Harklau ..............................................................................HARR-claw
Sedrick Johnson............................................................................SAID-rick
Joseph Klerekoper ................................................................. clair-COE-per
Mike Knapp ............................................................................................nap
Ben Lamaak ..................................................................................la-MOCK
Justin Lillie ......................................................................................... LIL-ee
Roosevelt Maggitt .................................................... row-ZAH-velt mah-JIT
Euseph Messiah ...........................................................................YOU-seff
Kelechi Osemele .......................................... kah-LETCH-ee oh-SIM-ah-lee
Stephen Ruempolhamer ...............................................rum-pull-HAHM-er
Derec Schmidgall ................................................................... SCHMID-gall
Nick Slobidsky ......................................................................... slow-BID-ski
Reggie Stephens .......................................................................STEVE-ens
R.J. Sumrall ................................................................................... SUM-rall
Todd Tuetken ................................................................................TOOT-ken
Joel Zitek .......................................................................................ZYE-tech

Arizona (1) 
Tempe: Doug Dedrick

California (2) 
Los Angeles: Hayworth Hicks
Simi Valley: Collin Franklin

Colorado (2) 
Denver:  Steve Johnson
Fort Collins:  Derrick Catlett

Florida (17) 
Boynton Beach: Kennard Banks
Clearwater: Jason Harris, Leonard 
Johnson, A.J. Matthews
Fort Myers:  Chris Singleton, Josh 
Raven
Jupiter: Kevin Hamlin
Lauderdale Lakes: Bo Williams
Miami: Judah Linder, Chris Weir
Milton: Dustin Land
Orlando: Jeremiah Schwartz, R.J. 
Sumrall
Palm Beach: Ernest Ferguson
Riviera Beach: Roosevelt Maggitt
Sanford: Scott Haughton
Tallahassee: Allen Bell

Georgia (1) 
Atlanta: Michael Bibbs

Illinois (5) 
Arlington Heights: George Clampett
Harvey: Curtiz Mathis
Homewood: Bailey Johnson 
Naperville: Nick Slobidsky
Taylor Ridge: Vince Ewald

Iowa (42) 
Albia: Patrick Steinbach
Altoona: Jesse Smith
Alvard: Seth Moser
Ames: Austen Arnaud, Rickey 
Thompson Jr.
Ankeny: Matt Hulbert, Evan Vencil
Bettendorf: Mike Brandtner, Brett 
Bueker, Euseph Messiah
Carroll: Michael Romey
Casey: Justin Rumple
Cedar Rapids: Ben Lamaak, Michael 
O’Connell, Kyle Walker
Cherokee: Chris Campbell
Council Bluffs: James Smith
Cresco: Kyle Slifka
Decorah: Taylor Mansfi eld
Dubuque: Drew Davis
Earlham: Justin Lillie
Fort Dodge: Andrew Mitchell, Kurtis 
Taylor
Hull: Chase Hurtig
Humboldt:  Nick Harklau  
Johnston: Zac Tucker
Marion: Grant Mahoney
Monticello: Todd Tuetken
Muscatine: Nate Frere, Nick Frere
Sioux City: Daniel Kuehl
Swisher: Kyle Walker
Urbandale: Zach Guyer, Jake Mc-

Donough
Waterloo: Travis Ferguson
Waukee: David Wonders
West Des Moines: Mike Knapp, Pat-
rick Neal, Alex Sandvig, Zac Sand-
vig, Jason Scales, Jake Williams

Kansas (3) 
Cherryvale: Joe Blaes
Wichita: Brayden Burris, Dakota 
Zimmerman

Maryland (1) 
Waldorf: Christopher Lyle

Minnesota (4) 
Eden Prairie: Carter Bykowski
Ham Lake: Joe Vanstrom
Minneapolis: Alexander Robinson
New Hope: Jason Carlson

Missouri (3) 
Chesterfi eld: Kurt Hammerschmidt
Grandview: Brandon Hunley
Wildwood: Sean Smith

Nebraska (5) 
Lincoln: Preston Kaufman, Derec 
Schmidgall
Omaha: Phillip Bates
Rushville: Brandon Johnson
Ulysses: Joel Zitek

Oklahoma (5) 
Oklahoma City: Marquis Hamilton, 
Houston Jones
Ponca City: Rashawn Parker
Tulsa: Stephen Ruempolhamer, 
Michael Tate

Texas (20) 
Arlington: Ter’ran Benton
Austin: Darius Darks, Chase Harper
Beaumont: Wallace Franklin
Carrollton: Lonzie Range
Corpus Christi: Brian Ekwelundu
Dallas: Austin Alburtis, Trey Bay-
singer
Gainesville: Chris Brown 
Garland: Devin McDowell
Houston: Jerrod Black, Kelechi 
Osemele
League City: Alex Alvarez
Longview: Joseph Klerekoper
Parker: Chad Powell
Round Rock: Cameron Bell
Rowlett: Reggie Stephens
San Antonio: Jerome Tiller
Shepherd: Fred Garrin
Troup: Sedrick Johnson

Wisconsin (1) 
West Salem: Hunter Burke

Canada (1) 
Edmonton, Alberta: Cleyon Laing

CYCLONES BY STATE 
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Offense   
TE 84 *Derrick Catlett, 6-4, 241, Jr.#
 88 Collin Franklin, 6-6, 238, So.# 
 
LT 75  *Doug Dedrick, 6-4, 296, Sr.
 67 Matt Hulbert, 6-7, 283, So.#

LG 72 Kelechi Osemele, 6-5, 331, Fr.#
 73 **Reggie Stephens, 6-4, 300, Jr.#
 
C 52 Mike Knapp, 6-3, 266, Jr.#
 77 Alex Alvarez, 6-2, 291, So.#  
 
RG 63 *Ben Lamaak, 6-5, 308, So.#
 60 *Brandon Johnson, 6-4, 301, Sr.#

RT 76 Hayworth Hicks, 6-3, 323, So.
 71 Trey Baysinger, 6-6, 307, Fr.#

QB 4 *Austen Arnaud, 6-3, 212, So.#
 7 *Phillip Bates, 6-1, 215, So.

RB 6 ***Jason Scales, 5-9, 205, Sr.#
 33 *Alexander Robinson, 5-10, 181, So.
 22 **Jason Harris, 5-11, 204, Sr.

FB 29 *Brian Ekwelundu, 5-11, 223, Jr.#
 26 Taylor Mansfi eld, 6-1, 252, So.#

WR 5 ***R.J. Sumrall, 6-1, 195, Sr.#
 9 *Euseph Messiah, 5-10, 170, Sr.#
 
WR 82 **Marquis Hamilton, 6-4, 216, Jr.#
 18 *Wallace Franklin, 6-3, 171, Sr.

Specialists  
PK 21 Grant Mahoney, 6-1, 180, Fr.
 25 Zach Guyer, 6-3, 180, Fr. 

P 13 **Mike Brandtner, 6-1, 198, Jr.#
 16 Daniel Kuehl, 6-0, 189, So.
 20 Chad Powell, 5-11, 185, Fr.

KO 25 Zach Guyer, 6-3, 180, Fr.
 21 Grant Mahoney, 6-1, 180, Fr.

PR 87 Alex Sandvig, 6-1, 182, Fr.# 
 17 *Devin McDowell, 5-9, 175, So.#  

KR 87 Alex Sandvig, 6-1, 182, Fr.# 
 5 ***R.J. Sumrall, 6-1, 195, Sr.#

DS 37 Dakota Zimmerman, 6-0, 230, Fr.
 12 Zac Tucker, 6-4, 200, Fr.

HO 13 **Mike Brandtner, 6-1, 198, Jr.#
 15 Houston Jones, 6-1, 194, Jr.#

Defense  
WE 29 **Rashawn Parker, 6-0, 258, Jr.
 55 *Christopher Lyle, 6-3, 242, Jr.

DT 85 *Bailey Johnson, 6-3, 273, So.#
 81 Michael Tate, 6-4, 285, Sr. 

NG 62 **Nate Frere, 6-1, 288, Jr.
 96 Austin Alburtis, 6-2, 275, So.#
 92 Jerrod Black, 6-0, 275, Fr.# 

DE 47 **Kurtis Taylor, 6-2, 250, Sr.#
 25 *Nick Frere, 6-2, 246, Sr.#

SLB 14 *Michael Bibbs, 6-1, 223, Sr.
 10 *Cameron Bell, 6-2, 230, So.
 
MLB 54 **Jesse Smith, 6-0, 223, Jr.#
 24 *Deric Schmidgall, 6-1, 221, Jr.#
 
WLB 43 *Fred Garrin, 6-1, 215, Jr.
 27 *Josh Raven, 5-11, 210, Jr.#

LCB 17 *Devin McDowell, 5-9, 175, So.# 
 12 *Allen Bell, 6-1, 190, Jr.

RCB 11 ***Chris Singleton, 5-10, 194, Sr. 
 4 *Zac Sandvig, 5-10, 180, So.#

SS 8 *Chris Brown, 5-10, 172, Sr.#
 21 **Steve Johnson, 6-0, 199, Jr.#

FS 2 **James Smith, 5-9, 189, Jr.#
 20 ***Brandon Hunley, 5-11, 205, Sr.#
   

Players with starting experience at that position prior to 2008 in bold
*letters earned
#has redshirted
as of June 23, 2008

PRE-FALL DEPTH CHART 
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JoeJoe
Blaes

OL • Sr. • 6-2 • 284
Cherryvale, Kan.

(Cherryvale/
Coffeyville CC)

66
2007
Squad member.

Coffeyville CC
Earned NJCAA second-team All-America honors as a sophomore 
... team led conference, averaging 220 yards per game on the 
ground ... started every game as the Ravens fi nished the season 
with a 7-4 record, including a 26-21 loss to third-ranked 
Snow (Utah) Junior College in the Top of the Mountain Bowl 
in Salt Lake City, Utah ... earned fi rst-team all-Jayhawk JUCO 
Conference honors ... coached by Jeff Leiker. 

High School
Started at offensive tackle and defensive end for three seasons 
... played in 2005 Kansas Shrine Bowl ... team was 10-2 his 
senior season and made third round of Class 3-A playoffs ... 
coached by John Guidie.

Personal
Born April 23, 1987 ... son of Kim and Marvin Blaes ...  last name 
pronounced BLAZE ... majoring in liberal arts and sciences.

MichaelMichael
Bibbs

2007
Made a career-high six tackles against Texas … fi nished season 
with 19 tackles and two pass breakups … made three tackles 
against Kent State and at Missouri … missed the last two 
games with injury. 

Copiah-Lincoln CC
Team captain ... tallied 69 tackles (40 solo, three for loss) in 
12 games along with an interception and two forced fumbles 
... coached by Glenn Davis. 

High School
Registered 72 tackles and four interceptions at cornerback and 
safety ... helped Booker T. Washington to a 14-1 record and 
state title runner-up fi nish as a senior ... coached by Rodney 
Cofi eld. 

Personal
Born Oct. 18, 1986, in Atlanta, Ga. ... son of Sheri Bibbs and 
Kenneth Wynn ... majoring in history.

LB • Sr. • 6-1 • 223
Atlanta, Ga.

(Booker T. Washington/
Copiah-Lincoln CC)

14
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ChrisChris
Brown

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F07)

2007
Started the season coming off the bench but made the most 
of his opportunities … led the team with four pass breakups 
and made a sack … was a force against Iowa, including a huge 
fourth-quarter stop on third-and-1 to kill a Hawkeye drive … 
fi nished the season with 43 tackles … made a career-high seven 
stops at Toledo and in the win over Colorado.

2004-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2004) ... named MVP of 
the offensive scout team ... earned scout team MVP honors in 
three games [Miami (Ohio), Missouri, Kansas State] ... switched 
to defensive back in 2005 spring drills ... played mostly on 
special teams in 2005 ... missed a pair of games with hand 
injury ... broke up a pass ... in 2006, made three tackles and 
saw action on special teams.

High School
Member of Class 3A state championship squad (15-0) as a senior 
... squad was the fi rst undefeated team and the fi rst football state 
champion in school history  ... coached by Jeff Cordell.

Personal
Born Dec. 4, 1984, in Fort Worth, Texas ... guardian is his 
grandmother, Ellen Brown ... criminal justice major ... mar-
ried to Kelly Brown.

DB • Sr.# • 5-10 • 172
Gainesville, Texas

(Gainesville)8

DougDoug
Dedrick

OL • Sr. • 6-4 • 296
Tempe, Ariz.

(Corona Del Sol/
Scottsdale CC)

75
Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S07) ... 2007 Outstanding 
Newcomer of the Year.

2007
Started all 12 games at left tackle.

Scottsdale CC
Started all 20 games during career at offensive tackle.

High School
Earned all-state honors and all-region honors at offensive line 
and at defensive end.

Personal
Born Dec. 20, 1986 ... son of Cary and Doug Dedrick ... in-
terdisciplinary studies major.
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WallaceWallace
Franklin

WR • Sr. • 6-3 • 171
Beaumont, Texas
(Ozen/Butler CC)18

2007
Made two catches for fi ve yards and one touchdown.

Butler CC
Led team with 24 receptions for 514 yards and seven 
touchdowns ... averaged more than 20 yards per reception 
for 272 yards and three TDs in 2005 with a long catch of 76 
yards ... coached by Troy Morrell. 

High School
Originally signed with Nebraska ... coached by Thomas 
Brooks.

Personal
Born July 16, 1986 ... son of Betty Morris and Wallace Franklin, 
Sr. ... history major.

TravisTravis
Ferguson

2007
Squad member.

2004-2006
Earned defensive scout team MVP honors against Texas A&M 
in 2004 ... was a squad member during 2005 season ... 2006 
season hampered by shoulder injury.

High School
Four-year varsity starter ... compiled 210 tackles and 16 sacks 
... also rushed for 278 yards and had 255 receiving yards in 
his career.

Personal
Born Sept. 26, 1985, in Waterloo, Iowa ... son of Joshalyn 
Hickey and Greg Ferguson ... majoring in sociology.

DE • Sr.# • 6-5 • 240
Waterloo, Iowa

(East)83
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NickNick
Frere

2007
Played in all 12 games … made 11 tackles … made a sack in 
win over Iowa … had career-high four tackles at Texas Tech 
… made three tackles at Missouri.

2004-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2004) ... appeared in two 
games in reserve role in 2005 campaign ... squad member in 
2006.

High School
Class 4A semifi nalist as a senior ... three-year starter ... fi rst-
team all-state linebacker by the Iowa Newspaper Association 
... fi nished career with 244 tackles (133 as a senior), including 
20 for loss and six sacks ... coached by John Each ... lettered 
three times in football.

Personal
Born Sept. 15, 1985, in Coshocton, Ohio ... son of Theresa 
and Dan Frere ... brother of teammate Nate ... liberal studies 
major ... last name is pronounced FREER.

DE • Sr.# • 6-2 • 246
Muscatine, Iowa

(Muscatine)25

JasonJason
Harris

RB • Sr. • 5-11 • 204
Clearwater, Fla.

(Clearwater)22
Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F07)

2007
Squad member who moved back to running back in the spring 
to add depth at the position after spending the fall season in 
the secondary.

2005-2006
Appeared in fi ve games in 2005, carrying the ball 11 times for 
40 yards ... made switch in 2006 fall camp from tailback to 
cornerback and made steady progress ... played in 11 games 
and fi nished season with 20 tackles, including 17 solo stops ... 
made 13 tackles in the last four games ... had an interception 
at KSU.

High School
First-team all-state defensive back selection (Florida Sports 
Writers Association), despite being better known for his offensive 
skills ... fi nished career with 3,226 yards and 29 touchdowns 
...  coached by Tom Bostic.

Personal
Born Oct. 17, 1986, in Largo, Fla. ... son of Shannon and Jef-
fery Harris ... liberal arts and sciences major.
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BrandonBrandon
Johnson

OL • Sr.# • 6-4 • 301
Rushville, Neb.

(Rushville)60
Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F06)

2007
Started every game at center.

2004-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2004) ... was a squad 
member in 2005 after switching to defensive line work in 
spring drills ... was a squad member in 2006.

High School
Played eight-man football ... two-time fi rst-team all-state 
defensive lineman.

Personal
Born Dec. 11, 1985, in Chadron, Neb. ... son of Ronni and Jeff 
Johnson ... majoring in criminal justice/sociology.

BrandonBrandon
Hunley

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F06, F07, S08)

2007
Made 14 tackles with a career-high nine stops at Kansas.

2004-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2004) ... in 2005, played in 
all 12 games on special teams ... forced a fumble on a kickoff 
return at Texas A&M, which led to ISU’s fi nal touchdown in a 
42-14 win ... in 2006, played in all 12 games on special teams 
and in a reserve role in the secondary ... had three tackles 
against Kansas.

High School
Four-year letterwinner ... recorded 199 career tackles, 83 
as a senior ... coached by Jason Jones ... four-year academic 
letterwinner.

Personal
Born April 13, 1986, in Kansas City, Mo. ... son of Brenda and 
Rickey Hunley ... majoring in marketing ... brother, Rickey Jr., 
played football at Drake from 2000 to 2003.

DB • Sr.# • 5-11 • 205
Grandview, Mo.

(Grandview)20
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EusephEuseph
Messiah

Awards and Honors
2005 ISU Offensive Scout Team Player of the Year ... fi rst-team 
academic all-Big 12 (2007), Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
(F07, S08).

2007
Had two catches for two yards.

2004-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2004) ... was a squad 
member in 2005 ... had three catches for 28 yards in 2006.

High School
Was a two-year starter at wide receiver and defensive back ... 
team captain ... coached by Randy Scott.

Personal
Born Dec. 30, 1985, in Tampa, Fla. ... son of Angela and Eustace 
Messiah ... majoring in communications studies/broadcasting 
... fi rst name pronounced YOU-seff.

WR • Sr.# • 5-10 • 170
Bettendorf, Iowa

(Bettendorf)9

JasonJason
Scales

RB • Sr.# • 5-9 • 205
West Des Moines, Iowa

(Valley)6
Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S06) ... ISU Scholar-Athlete  
(2004).

2007
Started a team-high fi ve games at running back … rushed for 
a career-high 115 yards on 31 carries and two touchdowns at 
Nebraska … had 22 carries for 82 yards at Texas Tech and 19 
carries for 77 yards against Texas … starts the 2008 season 
with 601 career rushing yards and six TDs … career has been 
hampered by injuries. 

2004-2006
In 2004, fi nished fourth on the team with 92 rushing yards, 
including gaining season-high 54 yards on 12 carries with a TD 
at Baylor ... missed the entire 2005 season with knee injury ... in 
2006, rushed for 176 yards on 54 carries with two touchdowns 
... started at KSU and rushed for a season-high 67 yards on 12 
carries with a touchdown.

High School
Rushed for over 2,000 yards as a junior and senior for state title 
teams ... fi nished career with 6,050 yards and 78 touchdowns 
... coached by Gary Swenson ... prep teammate of current ISU 
offensive lineman Mike Knapp.

Personal
Born July 28, 1985, in Winston-Salem, N.C. ... son of Shelma 
and Bill Shelma Scales ... majoring in industrial technology.
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NickNick
Slobidsky

OL • Sr. • 6-2 • 278
Naperville, Ill.

(Waubonsie Valley/CWR/
College of Dupage [Ill.])

61
2007
Squad member.

2006
Squad member. 

Before ISU
Started as a freshman at Case Western Reserve in Cleveland, 
earning University Athletic Association honorable mention 
honors in 2004 ... transferred to College of DuPage (Ill.), where 
he lettered in 2005 for head coach Steve Kazor.

High School
Started three years on offense as a center (1) and guard (2) for 
head coach B.J. Luke.

Personal
Born April 7, 1986, in Naperville, Ill. ... son of Marie and Alek 
Slobidsky ... majoring in industrial technology.

ChrisChris
Singleton

2007
Has started 22 straight games at corner … led team with four 
interceptions … had 52 tackles and broke up two passes … 
made two interceptions and returned one for a touchdown in 
win over Kansas State to go with six tackles … had season-high 
eight tackles and an interception at Nebraska … made seven 
solo stops against Oklahoma … leads all returners on team 
with 108 career tackles and eight pass breakups.

2005-2006
Appeared in 11 games in 2005, mostly in nickel situations 
... made seven tackles, including a season-best three stops 
against Kansas State ... in 2006, came up big on last play of 
Iowa State’s overtime win over Toledo when he broke up a 
pass in the endzone to give Iowa State the victory ... started 
all 12 games at right cornerback ... fi nished the season with 
48 tackles and a team-high two interceptions ... had two 
tackles and an interception in win over UNLV ... had three 
tackles and a pick at Texas ... made a career-high nine tackles 
against Nebraska.

High School
First-team all-state selection in Class 2A ... Orlando Sentinel 
Florida Top 100 ... ranked in the top 50 cornerbacks nationally 
and top 100 overall in Florida by Scout.com ... team was a 
playoff qualifi er, fi nishing 8-4 ... coached by Greg Baloga.

Personal
Born Sept. 6, 1986 ... son of Delores Thompson ... majoring in 
interdisciplinary studies.

DB • Sr. • 5-10 • 194
Fort Myers, Fla.

(Dunbar)11
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R.J.R.J.
Sumrall

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F07, S08)

2007
Steady performer who has progressively become Iowa State’s top 
passing target … led the Cyclones with 54 receptions for 434 
yards … his 54 catches rank eighth on the ISU single-season 
list … starts the 2008 season ninth on the ISU career recep-
tions chart with 99 catches … has 1,055 yards of receptions 
… caught career-high eight passes for 44 yards at Missouri … 
caught seven passes on consecutive weekends against Northern 
Iowa (71 yards) and Iowa (62 yards). 

2004-2006
Redshirted the 2004 season ... had a breakout game at Nebraska 
in 2005, catching four passes for 99 yards, including a 60-yard 
catch and run ... had two catches for 41 yards in the EV1.net 
Houston Bowl, one for a 30-yard gain and a big fi rst down ... 
fourth-leading receiver on team in 2006 with 25 catches for 
310 yards ... had four receptions for 48 yards against Nebraska 
... made three receptions for 66 yards at CU.

High School
Had 20 catches for 476 yards and eight TDs as a senior ... 
fi nished with 110 catches for more than 1,850 yards and 22 
TDs ... coached by Larry Gergley.

Personal
Born Feb. 22, 1986, in Honolulu, Hawaii ... son of Clairene and 
Richard Sumrall ... majoring in communication studies.

WR • Sr.# • 6-1 • 195
Orlando, Fla.
(Winter Park)5

MichaelMichael
Tate

DT • Sr. • 6-4 • 285
Tulsa, Okla.

(Washington/Arkansas/
Blinn)

81
2007
Squad member ... suffered injury that ended season.

Blinn JC
Part of defense that allowed just 39 yards per game against 
the run.

Arkansas
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Averaged 10 yards per carry at tailback ... made 153 tackles 
and 11 sacks as a defensive end his senior season.

Personal
Born Aug. 3, 1986 ... son of Darlene and Buddy Tate ... history 
major.
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RickeyRickey
Thompson Jr.

2007
Squad member.

2006
Redshirted season due to transfer rules.

Nebraska-Omaha
Squad member in 2004 and 2005.

High School
Started two years and lettered twice for head coach Bruce 
Vertanen ... also lettered twice in wrestling and once in 
track.

Personal
Born Sept. 7, 1985, in Jacksonville, Fla. ... son of Cheryl and 
Rickey Thompson ... majoring in health and human perfor-
mance.

KurtisKurtis
Taylor

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F05, F07)

2007
Named Iowa State’s comeback player of the year, ranking second 
in the Big 12 with 6.5 sacks after missing the entire 2006 season … 
his 41 stops included eight tackles behind the line of scrimmage 
… also caused and recovered a fumble … had career-high fi ve 
tackles against Texas and Oklahoma … had a tackle for -15 
yards against the Longhorns … was a major force in win over 
Kansas State with four tackles, including three for 23 yards in 
losses … also had a pair of sacks against the Wildcats.

2004-2006
Joined team in January of 2004 ... in 2005, made seven special 
teams tackles, appearing in all 12 games after switching to the 
defensive line in spring drills ... in 2006, suffered knee injury 
during fall drills and received medical hardship.

High School
Three-year starter who played end, tailback, linebacker and 
defensive back ... team captain as a senior ... coached by Sam 
Moser.

Personal
Born April 6, 1985, in Fort Dodge, Iowa ... son of Kristina  and 
Andrew Taylor ... majoring in communication studies/politi-
cal science.

DE • Sr.# • 6-2 • 250
Fort Dodge, Iowa

(Fort Dodge)47

RB • Sr.# • 5-9 • 198
Ames, Iowa

(Ames/
Nebraska-Omaha)

39
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JoeJoe
Vanstrom

2007
Squad member … saw action in every game. 

2004-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season in 2004 and was a squad 
member during the 2005 and 2006 seasons.

High School
Three-year letterwinner ... team was conference champion his 
last three years, compiling a 30-4 record ... state 5A runner-
up as a sophomore, section runner-up as a junior and state 
quarterfi nalist as a senior.

Personal
Born Jan. 12, 1986, in Anoka, Minn. ... son of Dianne and 
Dwayne Vanstrom ... majoring in industrial technology.

OL • Sr.# • 6-6 • 293
Ham Lake, Minn.

(Blaine)74

ChrisChris
Weir

DT • Sr. • 6-1 • 269
Miami, Fla.

(Miami Beach/
Independence CC)

56
2007
Made three tackles … broke up a Northern Iowa pass.

Independence CC
Registered 52 tackles, including 10 for loss, six sacks, and two 
forced fumbles in 2006 ... teammate of ISU defensive back 
Allen Bell ... coached by David Ward. 

High School
All-Miami Dade County selection ... recorded 16 sacks as 
a junior, along with two forced fumbles and two fumble 
recoveries.

Personal
Born Jan. 16, 1984 ... son of Blossom Weir ... majoring in 
interdisciplinary studies.
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AustinAustin
Alburtis

AlexAlex
Alvarez

AustenAusten
Arnaud

2007
Squad member.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season ... was scout team player of the 
week against Oklahoma.

High School
Ranked among the top 75 metro-area prospects  by the Dallas Morning 
News ... named fi rst-team all-state linebacker as a junior ... lettered four 
times in football and track and fi eld and twice in basketball.

Personal
Born Sept. 7, 1987, in Dallas ... son of Amy and Reggie Alburtis ... 
majoring in business management.

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S07) 

2007
Redshirted initial season at Iowa State.

Kilgore College
Started 12 games in 2006 ... coached by Jimmy Rieves.

High School
Started at defensive tackle as well as offensive tackle his junior year at 
Clear Creek in League City, Texas ... started as a left tackle his senior 
year for the Wildcats ... coached by Darrell Warden.

Personal
Born June 26, 1988 ... son of Emilia and Gabriel Alvarez ... guardians 
are Rufi na and Pedro Alvarez ... liberal studies major.

2007
Completed fi ve-of-seven passes for 130 yards in win over Kansas State 
... completed 20-of-37 passes for 267 yards in six games.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Named the Gatorade Iowa High School Football Player of the Year 
as a senior, leading his team to an 8-2 record and a state playoff 
berth ... completed 59 percent of his passes for 1,417 yards and 13 
touchdowns ... also gained 543 yards on the ground with 10 scores 
... fi nished career with 3,691 passing yards and 30 touchdowns ... 
fi rst-team Elite all-state and fi rst-team Class 4A all-state quarterback 
by The Des Moines Register.

Personal
Born July 5, 1988, in Ames, Iowa ... son of Brenda Sinclair and John 
Arnaud ... father was a three-year starter in the Iowa State secondary 
(1980-82), earning the nickname “Landshark” ... communications 
major.

DL • So.# • 6-2 • 275
Dallas, Texas
(Tyler Street 

Christian Academy)
96

OL • So.# • 6-2 • 291
League City, Texas

(Clear Creek/
Kilgore College)

77

QB • So.# • 6-3 • 212
Ames, Iowa

(Ames) 4
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PhillipPhillip
Bates

2007
Saw action at wide receiver, making fi ve receptions for 73 yards, including 
a huge 38-yard catch that set up the winning fi eld goal vs. Iowa.

High School
Shattered school record for passing yards with 2,963 in just two seasons 
... single-season Viking passing record-holder (1,756) ... holds school 
record in all-purpose yards with 2,326 ... completed 52.7 percent of 
his passes for 1,756 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior ... gained 
517 yards on the ground and found the end zone nine times on 96 
rushing attempts ... coached by Larry Martin. 

Personal
Born Sept. 20, 1989 ... son of Audrey and Phillip Sr. Bates ... father 
played defensive back for the Detroit Lions and Kansas City Chiefs after 
starring at Nebraska as a fullback ... majoring in pre-business.

QB • So. • 6-1 • 215
Omaha, Neb.

(Omaha North)7

TreyTrey
Baysinger

2007
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
2006 Dallas Morning News all-district offensive selection ... coached 
by Allen Wilson. 

Personal
Born May 23, 1989 ... son of Denise and Tracy Baysinger ... uncle 
played football at Oklahoma ... father played college football and was 
an all-state performer at Carter ... animal science major.

OL • Fr.# • 6-6 • 307
Dallas, Texas

(Carter)71

AllenAllen
Bell

2007
Started every game, making 54 tackles ... ran interception back 26 
yards, carrying a host of Oklahoma foes much of the way ... also 
returned a fumble 34 yards at Nebraska ... made a career-high eight 
tackles at Toledo.

Independence CC
Scout.com JUCO fi rst-team All-America selection ... averaged over 18 
yards a return fi elding punts and scored on a 60-yard runback ... teammate 
of ISU defensive lineman Chris Weir ... coached by David Ward.

High School
Reeled in 425 receiving yards as a senior and contributed on defense 
with one sack and two forced fumbles ... coached by Maurice Belsor.  

Personal
Born Aug. 1, 1985 ... son of Ronald and Shirley Bell ... majoring in 
communications studies.

DB • Jr. • 6-1 • 190
Tallahassee, Fla.
(James Rickards/

Independence CC)
12
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MikeMike
Brandtner

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F07)

2007
Averaged 39.4 yards on 69 punts with a long of 62 yards ... dropped 
19 punts inside opponents’ 20-yard line ... yet to have punt blocked 
... 40.2 career punt average ranks ninth on ISU all-time chart.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) ... was the team’s punter 
for the entire 2006 season, averaging 41.2 yards on 56 punts ... had 
73-yard punt at Oklahoma that equals the eighth-longest punt in 
school history.

High School
Earned fi rst-team all-state honors from The Des Moines Register as a 
senior when he averaged 44.2 yards on 29 punts with a long of 79 
yards ... lettered three times for head coach Wade King.

Personal
Born March 5, 1987, in Davenport, Iowa ... son of Kathy and Alex 
Brandtner ... liberal arts and sciences major.

P • Jr.# • 6-1 • 198
Bettendorf, Iowa

(Davenport 
Assumption)

13

2007
Appeared in every game, making three tackles.

High School
Had 139 carries for 909 yards and 11 touchdowns in just seven 
games ... two-time fi rst-team all-district performer at Stony Point ... 
had injury-plagued senior season ... rushed for 1,200 yards and three 
touchdowns as a junior ... coached by Craig Chessher. 

Personal
Born Sept. 8, 1988 ... majoring in business management.

LB • So. • 6-2 • 230
Round Rock, Texas

(Stony Point)10

JerrodJerrod
Black

Awards and Honors
2007 Defensive Scout Team Player of the Week

2007
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Tallied 121 tackles (20 for loss), eight sacks and an interception as a 
senior ... garnered 66 tackles, four sacks and forced two fumbles as a 
junior ... coached by David Raffi eld.

Personal
Born Aug. 18, 1989 ... son of Jackie and Damon Black ... marketing 
major.

DT • Fr.# • 6-0 • 275
Houston, Texas
(Cypress Falls)92

CameronCameron
Bell
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BrianBrian
Ekwelundu

2007
Squad member.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) and was squad member 
in 2006.

High School
Lettered twice and earned all-metro honors at defensive end ... two-year 
starter for head coach Terry Morris ... team made playoffs his junior 
season ... lettered twice in track and fi eld. 

Personal
Born Jan. 6, 1987, in Houston, Texas ... son of Njideka and Emmanuel 
Ekwelundu ... majoring in health and human performance ... name is 
pronounced eck-weh-LUN-due.

DerrickDerrick
Catlett

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S07) ... fi rst-team academic all-Big 12 
(2007).

2007
Made 21 receptions for 112 yards and two TDs ... set career highs 
with fi ve catches for 32 yards at Missouri ... had TD catches at Toledo 
and vs. Kansas State.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) and saw limited action in 
2006.

High School
Four-year letterwinner ... second-team all-state pick in Class 5A by 
the Rocky Mountain News ... coached by Eric Rice.

Personal
Born July 5, 1987, in Fort Collins, Colo. ... son of Rick Catlett and Julie 
Powers ... majoring in health and human performance.

TE • Jr.# • 6-4 • 241
Fort Collins, Colo.

(Fort Collins)84

FB/TE • Jr.# • 5-11 • 223
Corpus Christi, Texas

(Corpus Christi)29

CollinCollin
Franklin

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S08)

2007
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

College of the Canyons
Tall target tallied six receptions for 74 yards and two touchdowns in 
2006 ... coached by Chuck Lyon.

High School
Played defensive tackle and tight end ... recorded four sacks as a senior 
... had 14 receptions for 212 yards and four touchdowns ... coached 
by Todd Borowski.

Personal
Born July 28, 1988 ... son of Elise and Charles Franklin ... majoring in 
history. 

TE • So.# • 6-6 • 238
Simi Valley, Calif.

(Simi Valley/College 
of the Canyons)

88
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NateNate
Frere

2007
Saw action in eight games while battling injuries ... had four tackles.

2006
Started the season’s fi rst three games as a true freshman ... fi nished 
season with fi ve tackles, 1/2 sack and 1/2 tackle for loss ... had career-
high three tackles in season opener against Toledo.

High School
First-team all-state pick as a junior and as a senior by the Iowa Newspaper 
Association ... fi rst-team Class 4A selection as a senior and second-team 
4A selection as a junior by The Des Moines Register ... fi rst four-time 
letterwinner in school history ... coached by Brian Sauser. 

Personal
Born July 24, 1987 ... son of Dan and Theresa Frere ... brother Nick is 
a defensive end on the Iowa State squad ... majoring in hotel, restaurant 
and institution management ... last name is pronounced FREER.

DL • Jr. • 6-1 • 288
Muscatine, Iowa

(Muscatine)62

FredFred
Garrin

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F06)

2007
Made 19 tackles in 12 games with a career-high four stops vs. Texas.

2006
Saw limited action as a true freshman, making three tackles. 

High School
All-district linebacker and running back ... honorable mention all-
state selection by Texas Sportswriters Association ... in last two years, 
made 166 tackles, 32 for loss ... had four career sacks, three career 
interceptions, caused six fumbles and recovered three balls ...  coached 
by Donald Hubbard.

Personal
Born Nov. 17, 1987, in Humble, Texas ... son of Demetria Patterson 
... criminal justice major.

LB • Jr. • 6-1 • 215
Shepherd, Texas

(Shepherd)43

MarquisMarquis
Hamilton

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S07, F07, S08)

2007
Had strong season, making 45 receptions for 534 yards and a TD ... 
had career-high seven catches vs. UNI (97 yards) and Oklahoma.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) ... in 2006, made six catches 
for 68 yards.

High School
All-state selection ... caught 46 passes for 750 yards and four touchdowns 
as a senior ... coached by Bill Bays.

Personal
Born June 18, 1987 ... son of Brenda Hamilton and Scott and Colette 
Buxton ... majoring in communications studies.

WR • Jr.# • 6-4 • 216
Oklahoma City, Okla.

(Edmond North)82
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NickNick
Harklau

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S06, F07, S08) ... second-team 
academic all-Big 12 (2006).

2007
Squad member.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) and was a squad member 
in 2006.

High School
Lettered three times for head coach Greg Thomas ... former Iowa prep 
110-meter high hurdles runner-up who qualifi ed for the Drake Relays 
twice ... lettered in track four times.

Personal
Born June 23, 1986 ... son of Deb and Bret Harklau ... older brother, 
Ryan, was a two-time team captain at ISU ... majoring in marketing 
... last name is pronounced HARR-claw.

DB • Jr.# • 6-0 • 182
Humboldt, Iowa

(Humboldt)34

MattMatt
Hulbert

2007
Squad member.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Was a fi rst-team all-state selection his senior season by The Des Moines 
Register in the offensive line  ... was third-team all-stater by the Iowa 
Newspaper Association his senior season ... lettered three times in 
football for head coach Jerry Pezzetti ... also lettered twice in track 
and fi eld.

Personal
Born Feb. 17, 1988 ... son of Linda and Greg Hulbert ... business 
major.

OL • So.# • 6-7 • 283
Ankeny, Iowa

(Ankeny)67

ChaseChase
Hurtig

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S07, F07, S08)

2007
Squad member.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Was a four-year starter at nose guard and tight end ... was fi rst-team all-
state honoree in 2004 and 2005 ... was honorable mention all-state as 
a sophomore ... team made state playoffs his freshman and sophomore 
seasons ... coached in football by Cory Brandt ... lettered four times in 
football, basketball and track and once in baseball.

Personal
Born July 25, 1987, in Paullina, Iowa ... son of Kim and Jim Hurtig 
... majoring in fi nance.

DL • So.# • 6-3 • 245
Hull, Iowa

(Rock Valley-Boyden)99
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BaileyBailey
Johnson

Awards and Honors
ISU Defensive Scout Team Player of the Year (2006) ... Big 12 
Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S07).

2007
Saw action in 11 games, making nine tackles.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Defensive end who made 90 tackles, including 10 sacks his senior 
season, for head coach Tom Bailey ... team made state playoffs his senior 
season ... lettered twice in football and basketball ... earned all-state 
honorable-mention honors and was all-area selection.

Personal
Born Feb. 26, 1988, in Oklahoma City, Okla. ... son of Elissa and Kim 
Johnson ... business major.

DL • So.# • 6-3 • 273
Homewood, Ill.
(Homewood-
Flossmoor)

85

SteveSteve
Johnson

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F05)

2007
Started four games at strong safety ... made 22 tackles.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) ... started two games in 
2006 ... made 11 tackles and recovered a fumble ... made career-high 
six tackles against Texas Tech.

High School
Four-year starter under head coach Oliver Lucas ... earned all-state 
honors in 2004 and all-conference recognition in 2002.

Personal
Born Nov. 28, 1986, in Mesa, Ariz.  ... son of Cherlyn and Steve Johnson 
Johnson ... textiles and clothing major.

DB • Jr.# • 6-0 • 199
Denver, Colo.
(Montbello)21

HoustonHouston
Jones

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F07, S08)

2007
Had one catch for six yards.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) and saw limited action in 
2006.

High School
All-state pick ... fi nished career with 4,073 passing yards and 24 
touchdowns, as well as 1,321 rushing yards and 12 scores ... coached 
by Ron Kroeger.

Personal
Born Oct. 7, 1986, in Oklahoma City, Okla. ... son of Barbara and 
Alvin Allen and Houston and Barbie Jones ... liberal arts and sciences 
major.

WR • Jr.# • 6-1 • 194
Oklahoma City, Okla.
(Northeast Academy)15
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PrestonPreston
Kaufman

2007
Squad member.

Nebraska-Omaha
Played on 7-3 team that made the second round of NCAA Division II 
playoffs ... also attended Nebraska.

High School
All-state player as a senior ... started two years at fullback and linebacker 
... team was 8-2 and made second round of state playoffs in Class A ... 
squad was 12-1 and Class A runner-up his senior season ... coached 
by Mark King.

Personal
Born March 12, 1988, in Lincoln, Neb. ... son of Brenda and Kevin 
Kaufman ... biology major.

LB • So. • 5-10 • 232
Lincoln, Neb.

(Lincoln Southwest/
Nebraska-Omaha)

59

MikeMike
Knapp

2007
Squad member.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) ... was a squad member 
in 2006.

High School
Lettered twice for head coach Gary Swenson ... earned a spot on The 
Des Moines Register elite all-state team and also earned fi rst-team 
Class 4A ... third-team all-state selection by the Iowa Newspaper 
Association ... team was 13-0 and state champion his junior season 
and 12-1 and state runner-up his senior season ... teammate of ISU 
running back Jason Scales.

Personal
Born June 5, 1987 ... son of Debbie and Robert Knapp ... business 
management major.

OL • Jr.# • 6-3 • 266
West Des Moines, Iowa

(Valley)52

JosephJoseph
Klerekoper

2007
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Second-team all-district ... started two years in the offensive line and 
one year at defensive tackle, playing both ways as a senior ... played at 
center and tackle on the offensive line ... lettered twice ... second-team 
all-East Texas squad ... coached by Tim Russell. 

Personal
Born April 8, 1988 ... son of Joan and Fred Klerekoper ... grandfather 
played football at Dayton ... undecided on major.

OL • Fr.# • 6-5 • 277
Longview, Texas

(Pine Tree)78
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DanielDaniel
Kuehl

2007
Squad member.

High School
Started at kicker for two years and started one season at defensive back 
for team that made the second round of Class 4A playoffs in 2005 
and 2006 ... earned second team all-state honors in 2006 as well as 
fi rst-team all-Northwest Iowa recognition ... fi rst-team academic all-
conference selection.

Personal
Born April 20, 1987, in Sioux City, Iowa ... son of Patrick and Joanie 
Kuehl ... accounting major.

K/P • So. • 6-0 • 189
Sioux City, Iowa

(Heelan)16

BenBen
Lamaak

JustinJustin
Lillie

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F07)

2007
Moved from tight end to offensive line, starting all 12 games at right 
tackle.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season ... came to ISU at 225 pounds.

High School
First-team all-state tight end who played quarterback the fi nal six 
games of his career ... threw for 848 yards and seven touchdowns ... 
also had six rushing touchdowns and 237 receiving yards ... fi rst-team 
all-conference ... all-metro selection ... coached by Tim Lewis.

Personal
Born Sept. 26, 1987, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa ... son of JoAnn and Charles 
Lamaak ... business management major.

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S08)

2007
Squad member.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) ... was a squad member 
in 2006.

High School
Lettered four times for head coach Scott Driskell ... a four-year starter 
at quarterback who earned second-team all-state honors from The 
Des Moines Register and third-team all-state honors from the Iowa 
Newspaper Association his senior season.

Personal
Born Nov. 13, 1986, in Des Moines, Iowa ... son of Diana and Randall 
Lillie ... education major ... last named pronounced LIL-ee.

OL • So.# • 6-5 • 308
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

(Kennedy)63

WR • Jr.# • 6-5 • 215
Earlham, Iowa

(Earlham)85
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ChristopherChristopher
Lyle

2007
Played in all 12 games, making nine tackles ... biggest play was block 
of Iowa fi eld-goal attempt in 15-13 Cyclone victory.

Butler CC
Returned a fumble 65 yards for a touchdown ... contributed eight sacks 
and 31 tackles in 2006 ... coached by Troy Morrell.

High School
Played just one year ... recorded 63 tackles ... caused three fumbles ...  
recovered three fumbles and garnered nine sacks while blocking fi ve 
passes ... second-leading receiver on Westlake squad with 17 receptions 
for 272 yards, one touchdown and a two-point conversion ... averaged 
16 yards per reception ... coached by Dominic Zaccarelli.

Personal
Born May 27, 1987 ... son of Tanya and William Lyle ... sociology 
major.

DE • Jr. • 6-3 • 242
Waldorf, Md.

(Westlake/Butler CC)55

TaylorTaylor
Mansfi eld

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S08)

2007
Played in only one game because of injury.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Highly decorated prep who earned fi rst-team all state honors his fi nal 
two seasons … was three-year starter on both sides of the ball … on 
defense, played tackle as a sophomore, end as a junior and linebacker 
as a senior … on offense, started in the line and then at tight end his 
fi nal two seasons for head coach Bill Post.

Personal
Born April 23, 1988, in Madison, Wis. … son of Ann and Dan Man-
sfi eld … liberal studies major.

FB • So.# • 6-1 • 252
Decorah, Iowa

(Decorah)26

CurtizCurtiz
Mathis

2007
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Recorded 82 tackles, including seven for a loss, and forced fi ve fumbles ... 
returned an interception for a touchdown ... coached by Bill Mosel. 

Personal
Born Oct. 11, 1987 ... son of Fonda Mathis and Victor Parham ... 
criminal justice major.

LB • Fr.# • 6-1 • 225
Harvey, Ill.

(Thornton Township)45



IOWA STATE CYCLONE FOOTBALL

76

A.J.A.J.
Matthews

2007
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Compiled 107 tackles (16 for loss) and six sacks during his senior year 
... also forced four fumbles (recovered two), picked off two passes and 
blocked a fi eld-goal attempt ... coached by John Davis. 

Personal
Born Nov. 7, 1988 ... son of Olivia and Todd Pierce ... hotel and res-
taurant management major.

LB • Fr.# • 6-3 • 196
Clearwater, Fla.
(Countryside)19

DevinDevin
McDowell

2007
Played in every game, making 16 tackles ... had three tackles in three 
different games, including Missouri contest in which he returned an 
interception 25 yards for a touchdown.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season. 

High School
First-team all-district honoree at running back as a senior ... team was 
10-3 his senior season ... fi nished career with 1,021 rushing yards and 
335 kick return yards ... rushed for 110 yards and made an interception 
in fi rst-round playoff game ... had 135 career tackles and eight career 
interceptions as a safety ... coached by Jeff Jordan.

Personal
Born Oct. 16, 1987, in Dallas ... son of Mary and Darrell McDowell 
... criminal justice major ... brother, DeAndre Jackson, was an all-Big 
12 cornerback at ISU (2003-06).

DB • So.# • 5-9 • 175
Garland, Texas

(Garland)17

AndrewAndrew
Mitchell

Before ISU
Attended Kirkwood Community College after playing a semester of 
junior college basketball at Iowa Central.

High School
Lettered twice for head coach Matt Miller ... also lettered three times 
in basketball and twice in track and fi eld.

Personal
Born Aug. 19, 1987, in Boone, Iowa ... son of Linda and Andy Mitchell 
... liberal studies major.

WR • So. • 6-2 • 209
Fort Dodge, Iowa

(Fort Dodge/Kirkwood 
CC/Iowa Central)

89
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PatrickPatrick
Neal

MichaelMichael
O’Connell

2007
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Teammate of Cyclones Alex and Zac Sandvig, Jake McDonough and  
Jake Williams ... 2005 Des Moines Register elite fi rst-team all-state 
selection ... rated as the No. 7 overall prospect in the state by Rivals.
com ... second-team all-state honoree by Iowa Newspaper Association 
... PrepStar all-Midwest pick ... coached by Gary Swenson. 

Personal
Born Nov. 10, 1987 ... son of Patti and Brian Neal ... father, Brian, 
played football at Iowa State ... brother, John, played on the Iowa State 
basketball team ... undecided on a major.

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F06, S07, F07) ... Big 12 Conference 
Good Works team member (2007).

2007
Squad member.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Lettered four times in football for head coach Chuck Evans ... was 
four-year starter at wide receiver and defensive back ... team won 2005 
state championship in Class 1A.

Personal
Born Sept. 26, 1987, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa ... son of Deb O’Connell-
Moore, Jeff Moore and Mike O’Connell Sr. ... business major.

TE • Fr.# • 6-0 • 230
West Des Moines, Iowa

(Valley)91

DB • So.# • 6-0 • 195
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

(Regina)46

SethSeth
Moser

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F07, S08)

2007
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Earned all-state honors ... lettered three times on teams that made the 
state playoffs each season ... started one year at tight end and two years 
at defensive end ... also ran on 4 x 200-meter relay team that placed 
at state track meet ... lettered three times in track, twice in baseball 
and once in basketball.

Personal
Born Feb. 27, 1988, in Sioux Falls, S.D. ... son of Marilyn and Joel Moser 
... ag business major ... cousin, Nik Moser, was former ISU safety.

LB • Fr.# • 6-2 • 217
Alvord, Iowa
(West Lyon)26
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JoshJosh
Raven

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S07)

2007
Played in 10 games, making 21 tackles.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) ... was a squad member 
in 2006.

High School
First-team all-state defensive lineman in Class 4A ... named area 
Defensive Player of the Year by the Fort Myers News-Press ... nominated 
to play in the Kerrigan All-Star Classic ... tallied 24 sacks and more 
than 100 tackles from his defensive end position as a senior ... coached 
by Robert Butz.

Personal
Born May 24, 1987 ... son of Shelvy Spires ... older brother, Greg Spires, 
is a defensive end for the Oakland Raiders ... criminal justice major.

LB • Jr.# • 5-11 • 210
Fort Myers, Fla.

(Mariner)27

KelechiKelechi
Osemele

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F07, S08) ... 2007 Offensive Scout 
Team Player of the Year.

2007
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Helped lead District 17-5A Region III Langham Creek to 6-4 record 
senior year ... saw action at right tackle ... coached by Mac Woodfi n.

Personal
Born June 24, 1989 ... son of Emilda and Paul Osemele ... majoring in 
pre-business ... last name pronounced oh-sem-AH-lee.

OL • Fr.# • 6-5 • 331
Houston, Texas

(Langham Creek)72

RashawnRashawn
Parker

2007
Started all 12 games as a sophomore, making 27 tackles ... had two 
sacks ... season-high four tackles at Nebraska and vs. Oklahoma ... 
had a sack vs. Sooners.

2006
Made an immediate impact, starting the fi rst fi ve games ... made two 
huge sacks to knock Toledo out of fi eld-goal range late in regulation 
of a game that ISU won in overtime ... made 4 1/2 tackles for loss and 
three sacks in fi rst fi ve collegiate games ... had career-high seven tackles 
against UNLV and at Texas ... fi nished season with 25 tackles.

High School
First-team all-state selection by The Daily Oklahoman, making 105 
tackles ... led Class 6A defenders with 18 sacks.

Personal
Born Nov. 19, 1986, in Tulsa, Okla. ... son of Georgia Mathis and 
Waymond Mathis ... criminal justice major.

DE • Jr. • 6-0 • 258
Ponca City, Okla.

(Ponca City)29
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JustinJustin
Rumple

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S08)

2007
Squad member.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Played eight-man football for a team that compiled a 48-3 record and 
won a state championship his freshman season ... team made state title 
game his junior and senior campaigns ... lettered four years in football 
for head coach Ron Peck ... also lettered four times in golf and three 
times in basketball.

Personal
Born May 13, 1987, in Atlantic, Iowa  ... son of Brian Rumple ... 
majoring in ag studies.

LB • So.# • 6-3 • 210
Casey, Iowa
(Adair-Casey)31

AlexanderAlexander
Robinson

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F07)

2007
Came on strong late in the season, rushing for 391 yards and six TDs 
on 95 carries over the last four games ... started the last three games 
... rushed for 149 yards on 21 carries at Missouri, including 37-yard 
TD run, ISU’s longest rush of the season ... rushed for 127 yards and 
two TDs on 29 carries vs. CU ... was team’s leading rusher with 465 
yards on 118 carries and six touchdowns ... also caught 23 passes for 
167 yards.

High School
Tallied 2,340 rushing yards on only 201 carries as a senior, scoring 31 
touchdowns ...fi rst-team all-state selection as a senior.

Personal
Born May 7, 1988, in Minneapolis, Minn.  ... son of Adene and Antonio 
Robinson .... business management major.

RB • So. • 5-10 • 181
Minneapolis, Minn.

(De La Salle)33

MichaelMichael
Romey

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F07, S08)

2007
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Third-team all-stater made 41 PAT tries and three fi eld goals for Kuemper 
as a senior ... team advanced three straight years to state playoffs ... 
was fi rst-team all-district ... lettered three years ... coached by Justin 
Penner ... also lettered twice in basketball and baseball.

Personal
Born Aug. 9, 1988 in Carroll, Iowa  ... son of Teresa and Nick Romey  
.... engineering and math major.

K • Fr.# • 6-6 • 183
Carroll, Iowa
(Kuemper)27
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ZacZac
Sandvig

Awards and Honors
ISU Offensive Scout Team Player of the Year (2006) ... Big 12 
Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S07, F07, S08).

2007
Saw action as punt returner early before injury ended season after fi ve 
games and two tackles.

High School
Rushed for over 3,500 career yards and 37 touchdowns in three varsity 
seasons ... team was a combined 38-1 in his three years, winning two 
state titles in Class 4A and fi nishing as state runner-up once ... two-
time fi rst-team all-state and all-conference selection ... captain of the 
Class 4A all-state team his senior year, rushing for nearly 1,500 yards ... 
coached by Gary Swenson ... former teammate of current ISU players, 
Alex Sandvig, Jake Williams and Patrick Neal. 

Personal
Born Sept. 29, 1987, in Des Moines, Iowa ... son of Lynn and Keith 
Sandvig ... fi nance major ... ISU teammate of brother, Alex.

DB • So.# • 5-10 • 180
West Des Moines, Iowa

(Valley)4

AlexAlex
Sandvig

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F07, S08)

2007
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Played receiver and cornerback in senior season ... hauled in 38 
receptions for 632 yards and fi ve touchdowns in senior campaign ... 
served as punt and kick return specialist ... broke school record for 
career punt return average (19.9) and career kick return average (33.5) 
... lettered two years in football ... coached by Gary Swenson ... former 
teammate of current ISU players, Zac Sandvig, Jake Williams, Patrick 
Neal and Jake McDonough. 

Personal
Born March 1, 1989... son of Lynn and Keith Sandvig  ... brother, Zac, 
plays for Cyclones ... business major.

WR • Fr.# • 6-1 • 182
West Des Moines, Iowa

(Valley)87

DerecDerec
Schmidgall

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F05, S07, S08)

2007
Appeared in six games, making seven tackles, including 1 1/2 for loss 
and forced a fumble ... had career-high fi ve tackles in season opener 
vs. Kent State ... missed much of season with injury.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) and was a backup holder 
in 2006.

High School
Coached by John Farrand ... as a senior, started at quarterback and 
strong safety.

Personal
Born March 28, 1987, in Fargo, N.D. ... son of Roxann and Kevin 
Schmidgall ... management major.

LB • Jr. • 6-1 • 221
Lincoln, Neb.

(Lincoln)24
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KyleKyle
Slifka

2007
Squad member.

2006
Redshirted initial season. 

High School
Started two years at running back and linebacker for head coach Chris 
Lentz ... lettered two years in football.

Personal
Born May 30, 1987 ...son of Sheila and Steve Slifka ... majoring in 
health and human performance.

DL • So.# • 6-2 • 262
Cresco, Iowa
(Crestwood)66

JamesJames
Smith

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S07, F07, S08)

2007
Started every game at free safety ... was third on team with 79 tackles 
... had two interceptions ... had career-high 12 tackles against UNI.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) ... in 2006, earned a starting 
spot at safety before breaking his leg in fall drills ... made it back for 
the season’s eighth game against Texas Tech.

High School
Rushed for 2,205 yards and 24 TDs as junior and senior ... coached 
by Dan Strutzenberg.

Personal
Born Dec. 15, 1986, in Haiti ... guardians are Edna and Don Settles ... 
liberal studies major ... given name is Vladimyr Smith.

DB • Jr.# • 5-9 • 189
Council Bluffs, Iowa

(Jefferson)2

JesseJesse
Smith

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F07, S08)

2007
Tied for third on the team in tackles with 79 stops ... broke up three 
passes and forced two fumbles ... started every game and had career-
high 12 tackles vs. Kent State.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) ... played a reserve role iin 2006, 
making seven tackles, breaking up a pass and causing a fumble.

High School
Three-year starter at linebacker who made the elite all-class all-state 
team of The Des Moines Register as a senior ... earned fi rst-team Class 
4-A all-state honors ... was the fi rst-team all-state punter by The Des 
Moines Register as a junior. 

Personal
Born Oct. 19, 1986, in Des Moines, Iowa ... son of Marilyn Waugh and 
Karl Smith ... majoring in health and human performance.

LB • Jr.# • 6-0 • 223
Altoona, Iowa

(Southeast Polk)54
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SeanSean
Smith

PatrickPatrick
Steinbach

2007
Squad member.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season. 

High School
Lettered twice in football for head coach Boyd Manne ... started on 
the offensive line as a senior on team that went 6-4 and made Class 
3A quarterfi nals.

Personal
Born July 22, 1987 ... son of Jeannie and John Smith  ... pre-business 
major.

2007
Squad member.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season. 

High School
Earned fi rst-team all-state honors in the offensive line as a senior 
from The Des Moines Register ... was third-team all-stater by the Iowa 
Newspaper Association, as well as an all-conference and all-district pick 
... started three years on the offensive line for coach Gary Gravert ... 
lettered three times in football.

Personal
Born Jan. 2, 1988, in Ottumwa, Iowa ... son of Sharon and Fred Stein-
bach ... management major.

OL • So.# • 6-4 • 268
Wildwood, Mo.

(Lafayette)48

OL • So.# • 6-8 • 299
Albia, Iowa

(Albia)65

ReggieReggie
Stephens

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S05, F05, S06)

2007
Started all 12 games at left guard.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) ... in 2006, started the last 
four games at right offensive guard ... saw action in seven games in 
a reserve role.

High School
First-team all-district ... team fi nished 10-2 his senior year, runner-up 
in District 10-5A, losing in the second round of the Class 5A playoffs 
... three-year starter ... coached by Bob Wunderlick ... lettered twice in 
basketball and powerlifting and three times in track and fi eld.

Personal
Born Aug. 28, 1987 ... son of Andrea Plumlee and Don Jenkins ... 
majoring in business ... last name is pronounced STEVE-ens.

OL • Jr.# • 6-4 • 300
Rowlett, Texas

(Jesuit College Prep)73
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ToddTodd
Tuetken

2007
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Played wide receiver and defensive back, starting for two seasons at 
both positions for team that went 15-3 in those two campaigns ... was 
fi rst-team all-district selection as a senior ... played under coach Shane 
Blake ... lettered three times in track and twice in basketball.

Personal
Born Nov. 11, 1988, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa ... son of Trish and Craig 
Tuetken ... health and fi tness management major.

WR • Fr.# • 6-1 • 182
Monticello, Iowa

(Monticello)80

EvanEvan
Vencil

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F05, S07, S08)

2007
Squad member.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) and was a squad member 
in 2006.

High School
Team was 19-5 his two seasons as a starter ... Ankeny made the Iowa 
prep Class 4A semifi nals his junior and senior seasons ... lettered 
twice for head coach Jerry Pezziti ... lettered once in track and fi eld 
and in wrestling.

Personal
Born Jan. 26, 1987, in Des Moines, Iowa ... son of Marge and Rick 
Vencil ... majoring in civil engineering.

OL • Jr.# • 6-3 • 242
Ankeny, Iowa

(Ankeny)53

KyleKyle
Walker

2007
Walked on to the team in August.

High School
Lettered twice in football at running back ... played for coach Jim 
Wowmochil ... also lettered three times in track and once in soccer.

Personal
Born April 17, 1986, in Vermillion, S.D. ... son of Denise and Fred 
Walker ... kinesiology major.

DB • Jr. • 5-6 • 169
Cedar Rapids, Iowa
(Thomas Jefferson)36
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JakeJake
Williams

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F06, F07)

2007
Squad member.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Team was 25-1 in his two years as a starter at wide receiver and free 
safety ... fi rst-team all-state selection by the Iowa Newspaper Association 
... second-team all-stater by The Des Moines Register ... played for head 
coach Gary Swenson ... lettered three times in football... was teammates 
with Cyclones Alex and Zac Sandvig and Patrick Neal.

Personal
Born April 24, 1988 ... son of Sheri and Tom Williams ... fi nance 
major.

WR • So.# • 6-2 • 195
West Des Moines, Iowa

(Valley)83

BoBo
Williams

2008
Will sit out season after transferring to Iowa State in time for spring 
drills.

Florida
Redshirted initial college season (2007) ... chose to transfer to Iowa 
State over 16 other Division I schools.

High School
Rushed for over 1,000 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior ... rated 
the 29th-best prospect in the state of Florida by Rivals.com ... the 
16th-rated running back according to Rivals.com  ... Rivals.com Top 
250 recruit ... ran for 783 yards as a junior ... Rivals.com four-star 
recruit ... coached by Adam Ratkevich.

Personal
Born Sept. 10, 1988, in Pompano Beach, Fla. ... son of Erica and Joe 
Riggins ... real name is Johnny Williams ... majoring in kinesiology.

RB • Fr.# • 6-1 • 201
Lauderdale Lakes, Fla.

(Northeast/Florida)34

DavidDavid
Wonders

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (S08)

2007
Squad member.

2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season.

High School
Started for two years in the offensive and defensive lines and served 
three years as the team’s deep snapper ... earned Iowa Newspaper 
Association third-team all-state honors in the offensive line as a senior 
... two-time all-conference selection ... lettered three times in football 
and wrestling and four times in track.

Personal
Born Oct. 29, 1987, in Waukee, Iowa ... son of Mary and Pete Wonders 
... majoring in health and human performance.

DS • So.# • 6-0 • 248
Waukee, Iowa

(Waukee)49
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JoelJoel
Zitek

Awards and Honors
Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (F07, S08)

2007
Squad member.

2005-2006
Redshirted initial collegiate season (2005) and was a squad member 
in 2006.

High School
Piled up more than 2,400 yards as a receiver and rushed for more than 
1,400 yards as quarterback ... led team to 17-5 record his fi nal two 
seasons, including a 10-2 slate his senior campaign and a state playoff 
semifi nal ... fi rst-team all-state honoree by the Omaha World-Herald and 
the Lincoln Journal-Star ... coached in high school by Shawn Biltof.

Personal
Born Aug. 24, 1986 ... son of Allison and Gary Zitek ... pre-physical 
therapy major ... last name pronounced ZYE-tech.

WR • Jr.# • 6-2 • 193
Ulysses, Neb.
(East Butler)17

KennardKennard Banks

Dodge City CC
Earned fi rst-team all-Jayhawk Conference honors in 2007 as a defensive 
back but also saw action at wide receiver … made 60 tackles (50 solo) 
with three interceptions … broke up 13 passes and returned a fumble 50 
yards for a touchdown.

Rock Valley College
Attended school but did not play football in 2006.

Western Michigan
Started as a true freshman in 2005, making 58 tackles (46 solo) with an 
interception … broke up 13 passes despite broken fi nger.

High School
Was fi rst-team all-county and fi rst-team all-district as a senior, making 
70 tackles (50 solo) with eight interceptions, breaking up six passes and 
forcing three fumbles.

Personal 
Born Sept. 1, 1987 ... son of Roslyn and Kenneth Banks. 

DB • Jr. • 5-10 • 190
Boynton, Fla.

(William T. Dwyer/Western Michigan/
Rock Valley College/ Dodge City CC)

Ter’ranTer’ran Benton

High School
Chose Iowa State over Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Purdue, Arizona and 
Iowa according to Rivals.com ... 62nd-ranked cornerback per Rivals.com 
... squad was 9-2 his senior year ... 82nd-rated cornerback according to 
Scout.com ... returned a fumble for a touchdown ... returned punt for a 
touchdown ... played receiver and cornerback ... fi rst-team all-district ... 
lettered three years in track ... coached by district coach of the year Kyle 
Geller.

Personal
Born Dec. 29, 1989 ... son of Lisa and Larry Benton ... uncle, Nathanial 
Wilson, played college football at Arizona State ... cousin, Darius Wilson, 
played football at BYU.

DB • Fr. • 6-0 • 180
Arlington, Texas 

(Summit)
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BraydenBrayden Burris

High School
Played offensive tackle ... squad was 11-2 his senior year, losing in 5A cham-
pionship game ... honorable mention all-metro ... Wichita Eagle fi rst-team 
all-state ... Topeka Capital Journal fi rst-team all-state ... fi rst-team all-state 
as chosen by coaches ... chose Iowa State over Kansas State ... 10th-rated 
prospect in Kansas ... played basketball in high school ... coached by Alan 
Shuckman.

OL • Fr. • 6-7 • 250
Wichita, Kan.

(Bishop Carroll)

CarterCarter Bykowski

High School
10th-rated prospect in Minnesota ... as a senior, caught 11 passes for 194 
yards and nine touchdowns ... had four catches for 43 yards during his 
junior season ... Scout.com 69th-rated tight end ... Eden Prairie won back-
to-back Minnesota 5A championships and set Minnesota state championship 
game records for total yards gained (520), fi rst downs (30) and rushing fi rst 
downs (22) ... squad was 16th-best prep football team according to USA 
Today Super 25 rankings ... earned three letters in basketball and football 
... was basketball team captain as a senior ... member of the National Honor 
Society ... coached by Mike Grant, son of former Minnesota Vikings coach 
Bud Grant.

Personal
Born July 25, 1990 ... son of Kathy and Bruce Bykowski ... undecided on 
major ... father played basketball at South Dakota ... brother, Matt, played 
football at Minnesota State-Mankato.

TE • Fr. • 6-7 • 245
Eden Prairie, Minn.

(Eden Prairie)

JasonJason Carlson

North Dakota State College of Science
First-team all-Region XI ... Region XI Co-Offensive Player of the Year ... 
led receivers in Iowa Community College Athletic Conference with 10 

WR • So.# • 6-0 • 195
New Hope, Minn.

(Robbinsdale Armstrong/
North Dakota State College of Science)

DariusDarius Darks

High School
Recorded time at the quarterback, wide receiver, running back, and strong 
safety positions ... threw for 885 yards and seven touchdowns ... rushed 
for 484 yards with nine touchdowns ... lettered three times in basketball 
and once in track ... academic all-district ... chose Iowa State over Michigan 
State ... was high school teammate of fellow incoming ISU recruit Chase 
Harper.

Personal
Born Feb. 1, 1990 ... son of Lisa Davis ... marketing major. 

WR • Fr. • 6-0 • 180
Austin, Texas

(Connally)

ErnestErnest Ferguson

High School
Chose Iowa State over Ole Miss and West Virginia ... played running back 
and linebacker ... Royal Palm Beach Wildcats were 6-4 during his senior 
year  ... 49th-rated linebacker according to Scout.com ... voted team’s best 
running back in 2007 ... received award for team’s best linebacker in 2005 
and 2006 ... competed in track and basketball.

Personal
Born Jan. 22, 1990 ... son of Rosiland and George Sr. Ferguson ... brother, 
George Jr., played football at Rock Valley College in Illinois ... three cousins 
played collegiate football: Curtonio Marshall played for St. Augustine, Curtis 
Marshall competed at Bethune-Cookman, and Curiano Marshall played at 
North Dakota ... interdisciplinary studies major.

LB • Fr. • 6-1 • 222
Palm Beach, Fla.

(Royal Palm Beach)

touchdowns ... third in receiving yards in ICCAC ... caught 46 passes for 747 
yards as a freshman ... averaged nearly 33 yards per kickoff return, taking 
two back for touchdowns ... brought in as free safety but converted to wide 
receiver after sitting out the 2006 season ... coached by Chuck Parsons.

High School
Played free safety at Robbinsdale Armstrong ... all-conference defensive 
back as a senior ... also competed in track ... state champion in 4x100 
relay and 4x200 relay in 2006 ... 100-meter time of 10.7 ... coached by 
Derek Fisher.

Personal
Born May 2, 1988 ... undecided on major ... son of Deborah Carlson. 
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ZachZach Guyer

High School
Hit on 11-of-14 fi eld goal attempts as a senior ... career long of 49 yards 
recorded as a sophomore and senior ... put 51-of-61 kickoffs into the end 
zone for touchbacks ... 2007 Iowa Newspapers Association fi rst-team 4A 
all-state kicker ... 2007 elite all-state ... 2007 all-CIML ... earned four varsity 
letters in football ... coached by Brian Woodley, son of former Iowa State 
assistant Mike Woodley.

Personal
Born Jan. 1, 1990 ... son of Barb and Larry Guyer ... pre-business major.

K • Fr. • 6-3 • 180
Urbandale, Iowa

(Johnston)

KevinKevin Hamlin

High School
Palm Beach Post Defensive Player of the Year ... Sun Sentinel Defensive Player 
of the Year ... Florida Sports Writers Association 4A second-team all-state 
... fi rst-team all-area ... fi rst-team all-district ... had 78 tackles as a senior, 
including 18 tackles for loss and six sacks ...  Dwyer was 10-3 his senior 
year, advancing to the regional quarterfi nals, and was 10-2 his junior year 
... earned one letter in baseball ...  coached by Jack Daniels ... was teammate 
of fellow Cyclone Roosevelt Maggitt.

Personal
Born June 27, 1989 ... son of Ellen and Chuck Hamlin ... brother, Cody 
Hamlin, played linebacker at Eastern Kentucky ... brother, Brett Hamlin, 
is a junior wide receiver at Buffalo ... open-option major.

LB • Fr. • 6-3 • 215
Jupiter, Fla.

(Dwyer)

KurtKurt Hammerschmidt

High School
Played defensive end and tight end ... had 40 tackles and fi ve sacks as a 
senior ... had seven catches for 87 yards ... DeSmet made it to the state 

TE • Fr. • 6-5 • 236
Chesterfi eld, Mo.

(DeSmet)

ChaseChase Harper

High School
Played receiver and tight end as senior ... caught 56 passes  for 730 yards 
and scored nine touchdowns his senior season ... all-district tight end as a 
senior ... Connally went 7-4 in 2007 ... rated 14th-best prospect in Central 
Texas by Scout.com ... also played basketball ... squad went 28-6 his junior 
year, as Connally made it to semi-fi nals in basketball ... averaged 23 points 
per game as a junior and garnered fi rst-team all-state honors in basketball 
... garnered interest from Baylor, Marquette and Texas A&M as a basketball 
player ... coached by Howard McMahan ... was high school teammate of 
fellow incoming ISU recruit Darius Darks

Personal
Born Nov. 2, 1989 ... son of Rhonda Austin and Nathaniel Harper.

TE/DE • Fr. • 6-5 • 230
Austin, Texas

(Connally)

quarterfi nals in his senior season ... team fi nished with record of 8-3 ... 
earned three letters in football ... fi rst-team all-state defensive end as picked 
by coaches ... second-team all-conference tight end ... earned three letters 
in basketball and two letters in track and fi eld for the Spartans ... coached 
by Pat Mahoney.

Personal
Born June 12, 1989 ... son of Gina and Bill Hammerschmidt ... plans to 
major in business.

ScottScott Haughton

High School
2007 fi rst-team all-conference and all-county honoree by the Orlando 
Sentinel ... fi rst-team Central Florida All-Star ... named team MVP ... led the 
Seminole Warhawks to a 5-4 mark in 2007 ... had 77 tackles, 11 sacks and 
two fumble recoveries as a junior ... played offensive guard and defensive 
tackle ... Scout.com 83rd-best offensive guard ... lettered in basketball ... 
coached by Mike Cullison.

Personal
Born Jan. 30, 1990 ... son of Aundrinette Mitchell and Gofton Haughton 
... majoring in pre-law/sociology.

OL • Fr. • 6-4 • 310
Sanford, Fla.
(Seminole)
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LeonardLeonard Johnson

High School
Passed for 911 yards with 12 touchdowns his senior year ... also rushed for 
958 yards and nine touchdowns ... tallied 13 tackles and one interception 
on defense ... led his team to the Class 5A state semifi nals on a 13-game 
winning streak ... competed in track and in wrestling at 189 pounds 
... played defensive back in the Florida Coaches Assoc. All-Star Game, 
recording six tackles and a forced fumble ... Rivals.com 54th-best player 
in Florida ... Scout.com ranked him the 69th best cornerback ... played 
four years as quarterback ... chose Iowa State over offers from Nebraska, 
Illinois, Iowa, West Virginia, South Florida, and Ole Miss ... coached by 
Rick Rodriguez.

Personal
Born March 30, 1990 ... undecided on a major ... son of Schenique and 
Charles Harris.

DB • Fr. •  5-11 • 180
Clearwater, Fla.

(Largo)

SedrickSedrick Johnson

High School
First-team all-district and Texas Sports Writers Association Class 2A fi rst-
team all-state as a senior ... Associated Press Sports Editors second-team 
all-state ... Rivals.com four-star recruit ... chose Iowa State over Texas A&M, 
Florida, TCU, LSU, Michigan, Missouri and Nebraska ... had 38 receptions 
for 1,019 yards and 12 touchdowns as a junior and 41 receptions for 633 
yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior ... 34th-rated receiver in the nation 
according to Rivals.com ... 30th-rated prospect in Texas ... Rivals Top 250 
recruit ... fi rst-team all-district and second-team all-region as a junior ... 
squad was 10-4 his senior year ... also played basketball ... coached by 
Dale Irwin.

Personal
Born Aug. 12, 1989 ... son of Della and Sedrick Johnson ... undecided 
on a major.

WR • Fr. • 6-4 • 180
Troup, Texas

(Arp)

CleyonCleyon Laing

High School
Nominee for the Haliburton Trophy, which is given to the best football 
player in the Edmonton metro ... had 17 receptions for 272 yards and 
eight touchdowns in the regular season ... had 13 more receptions and nine 
touchdowns in the playoffs ...  notched 26 solo tackles and four assisted 
tackles for a total of 30 tackles during the regular season ... played on 
the defensive line ... averaged nearly 10 tackles in the postseason ... Holy 
Trinity was 7-4 his senior season, making it to the provincial quarterfi nals 
...  competed in shot put, javelin and discus ... was the city and provincial 
champion in shot put ... played basketball ... was team MVP as junior.

Personal
Born Nov. 25, 1990, in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada ... son of Brenda and 
Clinton Laing ... plans to major in business ... cousin, Adrian Williams, 
played football at Idaho State.

DE • Fr. • 6-3 • 250
Edmonton, Alberta

(Holy Trinity)

HayworthHayworth Hicks

Antelope Valley CC
Earned fi rst-team all-Foothills Conference honors, starting every game 
at left tackle for a team that fi nished the season 9-2 … coached by Perry 
Jehlicka.

High School 
Earned all-CIF Western Division honors and all-conference recognition as 
a junior and senior … competed in track and basketball for one season … 
ranked as one of the top 10 offensive guards in California by Scout.com 
… coached by Jeff Williams.

Personal
Born Oct. 3, 1988, in Los Angeles, Calif. ... son of Georgiana  and Robert 
Sr. Hicks ... plans to major in music. 

OL • So. • 6-3 • 323
Los Angeles, Calif.

(Palmdale/Antelope Valley CC)
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DustinDustin Land

High School
Florida Sports Writers Association honorable mention all-state quarterback 
... started at quarterback for the Panthers for three seasons ... led Milton 
to 4A regional semifi nal as sophomore and senior ... as a senior, passed 
for over 1,200 yards and eight touchdowns ... rushed for over 600 yards 
and eight touchdowns ... as a junior accumulated nearly 1,000 yards of 
offense after playing in only six games before breaking his collarbone ... 
named Derrick Brooks Offensive MVP of fourth annual Pensacola Sports 
Association High School All-Star Game ... Rivals.com two-star recruit ... 
earned four letters in football ... earned two letters in baseball ... ran track 
as a senior ... coached by Mike McMillion.

Personal
Born Jan. 4, 1989 ... son of Sue and William Land ... undecided on major 
... cousin, Josh Land, played minor league baseball in the Minnesota Twins 
organization.

S • Fr. • 5-11 • 200
Milton, Fla.

(Milton)

Judah Judah Linder

High School
Chose Iowa State over South Florida, Florida International, Florida 
Atlantic, Rutgers, Marshall and Vanderbilt ... tallied 40 tackles and fi ve 
interceptions as a senior ... listed as Miami Herald preseason player to watch 
in Miami-Dade county ... boxed in high school, lettering three times ... 
also competed in track, lettering twice ... honor roll student ... coached 
by Daryle Heidelburt.

Personal
Born July 11, 1989 ...  parents are Ophelia and Eddie Linder ... criminal 
justice major.

DB • 6-0 • 170
Fr. •  Miami, Fla.
(Miami Edison)

RooseveltRoosevelt Maggitt

High School
Prep squad was 10-3 ... played defensive line in high school ... totaled 47 
tackles, 18 sacks, and 12 tackles for loss as a senior ... Class 4A second-
team all-state by Florida Sportswriters Association ... fi rst-team all-district 
... fi rst-team all-county ... team lost in third round of Florida 4A playoffs ... 
fi rst-team all-conference and second-team all-county as a junior ... coached 
by Jack Daniels ... teammate of fellow ISU newcomer Kevin Hamlin.

Personal
Born Dec. 22, 1989 ... son of Roosevelt Maggitt, Sr. and the late Marilyn 
Bivins ... cousin, Charles Frederick, was four-year letterwinner for Wash-
ington and currently plays wide receiver for AFL’s Kansas City Brigade.

DL • Fr. • 6-2 • 215
Riviera Beach, Fla.

(Dwyer)

GrantGrant Mahoney

High School
Hit three-straight 50-yard fi eld-goal attempts at Kohl Scholarship Camp 
… ranked fi rst at the Kohl National Showcase Camp as fi eld-goal kicker 
… boomed 14-of-22 kickoffs for touchbacks his senior season ... averaged 
38.3 yards per punt ... lettered twice in track and basketball ... honor roll 
student ... U.S. Army Scholar-Athlete award candidate.

Personal
Born July 9, 1989, in Marion, Iowa ... son of Jerry Mahoney ... business 
major.

K • Fr. • 6-1 • 180
Marion, Iowa

(Linn-Mar)

JakeJake McDonough

High School
Committed to Iowa State over Iowa and Kansas ... had 63 tackles and nine 
sacks as a junior ...  2007 second-team 4A all-state defensive lineman ... 

DE • Fr. • 6-5 • 268
Urbandale, Iowa

(Valley)
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LonzieLonzie Range

High School
Played quarterback for the Mustangs ... tore his ACL prior to the start of 
his senior season ... all-district as a junior ... threw for over 500 yards and 
ran for over 300 yards when he was a junior, throwing three touchdown 
passes and rushing for three ... ran for 138 yards and two touchdowns as a 
sophomore ... lettered four years in track ... coached by Gary Childress.

Personal
Born Oct. 22, 1989 ... son of Delese and Lonzie III Range ... uncle, Har-
vey Martin, played with the Dallas Cowboys ... management information 
systems major.

WR • Fr. • 6-3 • 190
Carrollton, Texas

(Creekview)

StephenStephen Ruempolhamer

High School
Had 57 total tackles, including 19 solo stops, 38 assisted tackles and three 
sacks as a senior ... Redskins were 13-1, with their only loss being in the 6A 
championship game ... had one interception for a touchdown ... all-district 
performer ... competed in shot put and discus for track and fi eld team as 
a senior ... moved to Tulsa from The Netherlands when he was a junior ... 
coached by Kirk Fridrich.

Personal
Born Oct.19, 1989, in Naarden, Holland ... son of Joyce and Franz Ruem-
polhamer ...  played club football in Holland before coming to America ... 
majoring in business ... uncle played basketball at Iowa.

DT • Fr. • 6-3 • 285
Tulsa, Okla.

(Union)

Jeremiah Jeremiah Schwartz

High School
Rushed for over 1,700 yards and 18 touchdowns as a senior, with more 
than 100 yards receiving ... received all-metro, all-county, and Florida 
Sports Writers Association fi rst-team Class 6A all-state honors for his senior 
campaign ... sixth-rated back according to Scout.com ... Florida 6A Player-
of-the-Year fi nalist ... honor roll student ... commited to Iowa State over 
Kentucky, Wisconsin, Virginia and Colorado ... coached by Bill Gierke.

Personal
Born May 19, 1990 ... son of Anabel and John Schwartz ... undecided on 
major.

RB • Fr. • 5-11 • 230
Orlando, Fla.
(Edgewater)

JeromeJerome Tiller

High School
Texas Top 100 prospect ... fi rst-team all-district as a senior ... passed for 
close to 1,600 yards and 12 touchdowns ... rushed for 770 yards and 12 
touchdowns ... as a junior, passed for over 1,300 yards and 10 touchdowns 
... ran for over 450 yards and 12 touchdowns  ... 19th-rated dual-threat 
quarterback nationally according to Rivals.com ... Scout.com 55th-rated 
quarterback ... lettered in basketball and track three years ... chose Iowa 
State over offers from Illinois, Kansas, Minnesota, Purdue, Stanford, Texas 
A&M and Air Force ... competed in track regionals and was a second-team 
all-district pick in basketball ... coached by Jimmy Ramos.

Personal
Born Oct. 7, 1988, in Oxford, England ... son of Sally and Donald Tiller 
... undecided on major.

QB • Fr. • 6-3 • 185
San Antonio, Texas

(Robert E. Lee)

2007 fi rst-team all-state by Iowa Newspaper Association ...  2006 second-
team Des Moines Register Class 4A all-state defensive lineman ... 2007 fi rst-
team all-conference ... fourth-rated recruit in the state of Iowa according to 
Rivals.com ... 26th-rated player in Midwest region per Scout.com ... Scout.
com 65th-rated defensive end recruit and Rivals.com 47th-rated defensive 
end  ... earned four letters in football ...  coached by Gary Swenson ... high 
school teammate of current Cyclones Alex and Zac Sandvig, Mike Knapp, 
Patrick Neal and Jake Williams.

Personal
Born Nov. 3, 1989 ... son of Erin and Scott McDonough ... kinesiology 
major.



IOWA STATE CYCLONE FOOTBALL

91

consecutive Big 12 victories for the Iowa State program since 2005. The 
statistics tell the story. Iowa State ranked 102nd nationally in total defense 
in 2006.  Under Chizik that ranking improved to 65th in the country last 
season.  The improvement of the Cyclones against the rush was even more 
pronounced. A defense that had ranked 11th in the Big 12 Conference 
and 102nd nationally against the rush in 2006 improved under Chizik’s 
oversight to 44th in NCAA Division I and sixth in the Big 12 in 2007. 

There was an offensive surge. Bret Meyer and Todd Blythe fi nished their 
careers as the Cyclones’ all-time leaders in passing and receiving, respec-
tively. The Iowa State running game was back, despite a totally new of-
fensive line.  Two different ISU tailbacks, Alexander Robinson and J.J. 
Bass, had a pair of 100-yard rushing games, the fi rst time that occurred 
in the Cyclone backfi eld since 2002. Running back Jason Scales was also 
a major contributor, rushing for 100-plus yards against Nebraska. When 
Robinson rushed for 127 yards and Blythe had 124 yards receiving against 
Colorado, it marked the fi rst time Iowa State had a 100-yard rusher and a 
100-yard receiver in a single game since 2005. Chizik’s ISU squad rallied 
from a 21-0 halftime defi cit to beat CU, equaling the biggest comeback in 
school history.

Chizik knows about building programs.  The Iowa State head coach has 
been to the mountaintop. He had been assistant head coach and defen-
sive coordinator on Texas’ 2005 national championship team; before that, 
three years as defensive coordinator at Auburn, where in the midst of 30 
wins in three seasons he earned the Frank Broyles Award as the nation’s 
top assistant coach. He has been defensive coordinator on conference title 
teams in three different BCS conferences. Chizik’s track record of pre-
paring players for college football and beyond is unassailable. Amazing-
ly, the ISU head coach tutored three straight winners of the Jim Thorpe 
Award.  The honor is given annually to the nation’s top collegiate defensive 
back. At Auburn, Chizik coached cornerback Carlos Rogers, who won 
the award in 2004 and now plays for the NFL’s Washington Redskins. At 
Texas, Chizik coached the 2005 Thorpe honoree, Michael Huff, who is 
now a strong safety for the Oakland Raiders. Aaron Ross received recogni-
tion as the 2006 Thorpe Award winner and is now a corner for the New 
York Giants.

It was Pollard’s challenge to bring Chizik to Ames. At the Iowa State ath-
letics director’s disposal was his demonstrated commitment to excellence.  
Pollard’s plan for “The Next Big Step” in athletics at ISU affi rmed that com-
mitment. That vision sold Chizik, who wasn’t shy about his decision. 

Iowa State’s commitment to Chizik and “The Next Big Step” are tangible. 
Phase I of the project is a $19.5 million effort that includes the construc-
tion of new suites, a remodeled donor club section and a necessary widen-
ing of the Jack Trice Stadium’s concourse that will debut in time for the 
2008 season.  These moves underscore the rising wave of enthusiasm for 
Chizik’s vision for the future of Iowa State football.

Chizik, as a defensive coordinator, learned from the best head coaches in 
the nation’s top collegiate programs while making tremendous contribu-
tions toward the enhancement of their national head coaching reputations.  

Gene Chizik was the man.  From the moment Iowa State athletics direc-
tor Jamie Pollard began a search for a new head football coach in 2006, 
Chizik was at the top of Pollard’s list of potential candidates. He wasn’t 
alone. Everyone wanted Gene Chizik. It was no surprise, then, that im-
provement of the Cyclone football program in its fi rst year under Chizik 
was immediate. Chizik’s fi rst ISU team beat rival Iowa and made steady 
progress throughout the season. Iowa State closed out the 2007 home sea-
son with wins over Kansas State and bowl-bound Colorado, affi rming the 
major advances the Cyclones made on both sides of the ball.  Iowa State 
fans embraced Chizik. Cyclone backers bought a school-record 36,000 
season tickets in 2007 and posted the school’s best home game attendance 
average (49,462) since 1982. A school-record 56,795 fans packed Jack 
Trice Stadium for last season’s game against Northern Iowa.

Chizik’s fi rst win, a 15-13 victory over intrastate rival Iowa, made him the 
fi rst Iowa State coach since 1907 to beat the Hawkeyes in his initial sea-
son. The back-to-back wins over Kansas State and Colorado were the fi rst 

GeneGene
Chizik

Head CoachHead Coach
(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Chizik Profi le
Hometown .................................................... Clearwater, Fla.
High school ............................... Clearwater (Clearwater, Fla.)
College .................................................................Florida, ’85
Graduate Degree ................................................ Clemson, ’91
Year in coaching ............................................................. 23rd
Wife ..............................................................................Jonna
Children .............. Landry Grace, Kennedy Danielle and Cally
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At one point, the new Iowa State head coach had a personal 29-game win 
streak in two-plus years as defensive coordinator at Auburn and Texas. 
The national championship won by Texas in 2005 was the school’s fi rst 
since 1970. When Auburn won the 2004 SEC Championship game, it 
was the Tigers’ fi rst league crown since 1989.  Additionally, Chizik helped 
Middle Tennessee State win the Ohio Valley Conference title (1990). The 
Blue Raiders won 20 games in Chizik’s two seasons.  Chizik was on the 
Clemson coaching staff when the Tigers captured the 1988 ACC cham-
pionship.

Chizik’s defense loomed large in Texas’ 2005 national championship sea-
son under head coach Mack Brown. The Longhorns ranked eighth nation-
ally in scoring defense, 10th in total defense and fourth in pass effi ciency 
defense. UT allowed opponents to reach 300 yards of total offense only 
fi ve times in 2005 and held the remaining eight opponents to less than 
267 yards. Ten UT defenders were all-Big 12 Conference selections, in-
cluding four who made the fi rst team.  In 2006, Chizik’s Texas defend-
ers were second nationally against the rush (58.8 ypg.) after 12 games, 
including limiting No. 1 Ohio State to just 79 yards on the ground. His 
aggressive schemes resulted in 100 tackles for loss, 96 quarterback hurries 
and 30 takeaways during the 2006 regular season.

Chizik’s coaching path has harbored a long list of All-America achievers.  
At Texas, Huff, defensive tackle Rodrique Wright and linebacker Aaron 
Harris earned All-America honors.  Huff and Wright were consensus All-
Americans. At Auburn, Rogers was an All-American along with safety Ju-
nior Rosegreen.

At Auburn, Chizik’s defenses were unforgiving and set a standard for the 
rest of the country. In 2004, the Tigers gave up a national low 11.3 points 
per game en route to an undefeated season. Overall, the Tigers gave up an 
average of just 277.62 yards of total offense per contest, ranking fi fth na-
tionally for the second straight season. Rosegreen fi gured nationally with 
six interceptions, including four against No. 10 Tennessee in Knoxville.  
Rogers was the nation’s top pass defender despite the fact that teams did 
not throw to his side of the fi eld often.  Most incredibly, Chizik’s Tiger 
defenders did not allow a rushing touchdown until the eighth game of 
the season.  Overall, opponents managed just four rushing touchdowns 
against Auburn all season.

Chizik was also defensive coordinator for four seasons (1998-2001) at 
Central Florida. He improved a unit that ranked 81st nationally in total 
defense before his arrival to one that rated 16th in 2001. 

Chizik also coached at Stephen F. Austin University, tutoring linebackers 
(1992-94) and the secondary (1995-97).  He was SFA’s defensive coordi-
nator in 1996 and 1997.  Former Tampa Bay Buccaneer Jeremiah Trotter 
was his star with the Lumberjacks. During Chizik’s tenure at Stephen F. 
Austin, the Lumberjacks made the NCAA Division I-AA playoffs twice, 
including a semifi nal berth in 1995.

He started coaching as a defensive coordinator (1986-88) in his home 
state at Seminole High School in St. Petersburg, Fla. Chizik stepped into 
college coaching at Clemson University (1988-89) as a graduate assistant 
for a pair of 10-win teams and then worked at Middle Tennessee State 
(1990-91) as a full-time assistant. The Blue Raiders made the NCAA Divi-
sion I-AA playoffs in both of his seasons and were conference champions 
in 1990.

Chizik earned his B.A. degree in education from Florida (1985) and his 
M.A. in guidance and counseling from Clemson (1991).  Chizik, a native 
of Clearwater, Fla., and his wife (Jonna) have identical twin daughters 
(Landry Grace and Kennedy Danielle) and one son (Cally).

Coaching Experience
2007- Head Coach Iowa State
2005-06 Asst. Head Coach/ Texas
 Co-Defensive/LB
2002-04 Defensive Coordinator/ Auburn
 Secondary   
1998-2001 Defensive Coordinator Central Florida
1999-2001 Assistant Coach/Secondary Central Florida
1998 Assistant Coach/Inside LB Central Florida
1996-97 Defensive Coordinator Stephen F. Austin
1995-97 Assistant Coach/Secondary Stephen F. Austin
1992-94 Assistant Coach/LB Stephen F. Austin
1990-91 Assistant Coach/DE Middle Tenn. State
1988-89 Graduate Assistant/Outside LB Clemson
1986-88 Defensive Coordinator/ Seminole
 Inside LB  

College Bowl Experience
2005 Rose Bowl Texas
2004 Sugar Bowl Auburn
2003 Music City Bowl Auburn
2002 Capital One Bowl Auburn
1989 Gator Bowl Clemson
1988 Citrus Bowl Clemson



IOWA STATE CYCLONE FOOTBALL

93

A former head coach with more than 20 years of collegiate experience, 
Iowa State offensive coordinator and offensive line coach Robert McFar-
land has a long list of achievements and former players who competed in 
the National Football League. He made a big difference in his fi rst Iowa 
State season. McFarland successfully rebuilt the Cyclone offensive line 
from scratch in 2007. Iowa State’s offense was much improved, despite its 
youth in the trenches. Bret Meyer and Todd Blythe fi nished their careers as 
ISU’s career leaders in passing and receiving, respectively.  Running backs 
Alexander Robinson and J.J. Bass each had two 100-yard rushing games. 
Jason Scales also posted a 100-yard rushing game against Nebraska. Most 
impressively, Iowa State cut its sacks allowed from 38 in 2006 to 17 in 
2007, despite having only one returning starter on the offensive line.

McFarland coached Stephen F. Austin to a tie for second place in the 
Southland Conference in 2006. In his two years as the Lumberjacks’ head 
coach, McFarland coached two All-Americans and 26 all-Southland Con-
ference players.

McFarland’s offenses at Central Florida, where he was offensive coordina-
tor, featured one of the nation’s top passing attacks. His Golden Knight 
offense ranked 12th nationally in 2000, ninth in 2001 and sixth in 2002.  
His quarterback, Ryan Schneider, threw for 3,770 yards and 31 touch-
downs in 2002.  Those efforts broke the school records set previously by 
NFL quarterback Daunte Culpepper. 

It was a balanced attack. Under McFarland, Central Florida’s offense fea-
tured two 1,000-yard receivers and a 1,000-yard rusher in the same season. 
Six of his players went to the NFL, including tight end Michael Gaines of 
the Detroit Lions. McFarland also coached at Clemson and Notre Dame. 
He coached teams in the Citrus Bowl, Gator Bowl and Orange Bowl.

RobertRobert 
McFarland

Offensive Offensive 
Coordinator/Coordinator/

Offensive LineOffensive Line
(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Coaching Experience
2007- Offensive coordinator/OL Iowa State
2005-06 Head coach Stephen F. Austin
2004 Offensive line coach East Carolina
2000-04 Offensive coordinator/OL Central Florida
1999 Co-offensive coordinator/OL Stephen F. Austin
1992-98 Assistant coach/OL Stephen F. Austin
1991 Recruiting coordinator/OL Kent State
1990 Graduate assistant/OL Notre Dame
1988-89 Graduate assistant/OL Clemson
1986-87 Graduate assistant/RB Louisiana-Lafayette

College Bowl Experience
1990 Orange Bowl Notre Dame
1989 Gator Bowl Clemson
1988 Citrus Bowl Clemson

McFarland Profi le
Hometown ................................................ Long Beach, Calif.
High school ........................ Sam Houston (Lake Charles, La.)
College ..................................................... McNeese State, ’85
Graduate Degree ................................................ Clemson, ’89
Year in coaching ............................................................. 23rd
Wife ................................................................................Pam
Children ...............................................................Ashley, Koy
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Wayne Bolt has coached conference championship teams and nine bowl 
squads in a career of 30 years at UAB, Troy, Clemson, Auburn and Iowa 
State.  It was no surprise then that ISU head coach Gene Chizik made an 
immediate call to Bolt after assuming leadership of the Cyclone football 
program. That phone call paid immediate dividends last season.

Under Bolt, Iowa State’s defense against run improved from 11th in the Big 
12 and 89th nationally in 2006 to sixth in the Big 12 and 44th nationally 
last season.  Opponents average yards per rush declined from 4.6 to 3.9. 
Overall, an Iowa State defense that ranked 11th in the Big 12 and 102nd 
nationally in 2006 improved to seventh in the Big 12 and 65th nationally 
in 2007.  The defense was led by one of Bolt’s pupils, all-Big 12 linebacker 
Alvin Bowen. Bowen is now a member of the Buffalo Bills of the NFL.

Bolt has coached more than 20 collegians that went on to the NFL. At Troy 
as defensive coordinator, Bolt coached New York Giant defensive end Osi 
Umenyiora and Dallas Cowboy outside linebacker DeMarcus Ware. Troy 
ranked fourth under Bolt in total defense for the 2002 season.

Bolt was defensive coordinator on UAB’s 2004 Hawaii Bowl team. During 
his 67-game tenure in the same position at Troy, his defenses dominated 
in conference play, ranking fi rst or second in scoring defense, rushing 
defense and total defense.

Bolt was an All-American offensive lineman at East Carolina, where he 
played under the legendary Pat Dye. He then coached on Dye’s staff at 
Wyoming and at Auburn, where the Tigers played in the Sugar and Cot-
ton Bowls among four bowl appearances and won a SEC title. Under head 
coach Danny Ford at Clemson, Bolt was a part of teams that won three 
Atlantic Coast Conference titles and played in four bowl games.

WayneWayne 
Bolt

Defensive Defensive 
Coordinator/Coordinator/
LinebackersLinebackers

(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Coaching Experience
2007- Defensive coordinator/LBs Iowa State
2003-05 Defensive coordinator/ILBs UAB
1997-2002 Defensive coordinator/LBs Troy
 Assistant head coach
1991-96 Assistant coach/OL Troy
1990 Assistant coach Auburn
1986-89 Assistant coach/TE Clemson
1981-85 Assistant coach/TE Auburn
1980 Assistant coach Wyoming
1978-79 Graduate assistant East Carolina

College Bowl Experience
2004 Hawaii Bowl UAB
1989 Gator Bowl Clemson
1988 Citrus Bowl Clemson
1987 Citrus Bowl Clemson
1986 Gator Bowl Clemson
1985 Cotton Bowl Auburn
1984 Liberty Bowl Auburn
1983 Sugar Bowl Auburn
1982 Tangerine Bowl Auburn

Bolt Profi le
Hometown .........................................................Augusta, Ga.
High school ............................................ Richmond Academy
College ....................................................... East Carolina, ’80
Year in coaching ............................................................. 30th
Wife ..............................................................................Linda
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Jay Boulware’s tailbacks hit the ground running in his fi rst season as run-
ning backs coach, reviving the Iowa State rushing attack.  In Boulware’s 
fi rst ISU season, newcomer tailbacks Alexander Robinson and J.J. Bass 
both posted a pair of 100-yard games. The performances marked the 
fi rst time two different Cyclone running backs topped the century bar-
rier twice in a single season since 2002. Jason Scales also had a 100-yard 
rushing game in 2007. 

Boulware coached at Texas, Northern Illinois, Arizona, Stanford and Utah 
before coming to Iowa State. His Ute special teams were Mountain West 
Conference leaders. The Utah kickoff return unit paced the MWC in 2006. 
Utah earned a bid to the Emerald Bowl in 2005, beating Georgia Tech 38-
10. Boulware helped coach the Utah team that received a bid to the 2006 
Armed Forces Bowl, in which it beat Tulsa 25-13.

It all started for Boulware at Texas, where he lettered twice on the offensive 
line.  First as a student coach and then as a graduate assistant, he was with 
the Longhorns as they participated in three bowl games.

His players have earned national honors and gone onto the NFL.  At 
Northern Illinois, he recruited future All-American and current Atlanta 
running back Michael “the Burner” Turner.  During Boulware’s tenure at 
NIU, the Huskie offense ranked 12th nationally in rushing as two-time 
all-MAC offensive lineman Ryan Diem moved on to the NFL, where he 
plays for the Indianapolis Colts. Arizona recruited Boulware to the Wild-
cat program where he coached tailback Mike Bell, an all-Pac 10 performer 
who now plays for the Denver Broncos. 

JayJay
Boulware

Running Backs/Running Backs/
Special TeamsSpecial Teams
CoordinatorCoordinator

(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Coaching Experience
2007- Assistant coach/RB Iowa State
 Special teams coordinator
2005-06 Assistant coach/TE Utah
 Co-Special teams coordinator  
2004 Assistant coach/RB Stanford
2003 Assistant coach/RB Arizona
 Special teams coordinator
2002 Assistant coach/RB Arizona
2001 Assistant coach/TE Arizona
1998-2000 Assistant coach/Co-OL Northern Illinois
1997 Assistant coach/TE Northern Illinois
1996 Graduate assistant coach Texas
1994-95 Student assistant coach Texas

College Bowl Experience
2006 Armed Forces Bowl Utah
2005 Emerald Bowl Utah
1997 Fiesta Bowl Texas
1995 Sugar Bowl Texas
1994 Sun Bowl Texas

Boulware Profi le
Hometown .........................................................Irving, Texas
High school .................................................................Nimitz
College ................................................................... Texas, ’96
Year in coaching ............................................................. 15th
Wife ..........................................................................Chantay
Children ....................................................................... Jordin
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Scott Fountain’s efforts as tight ends coach and recruiting coordinator at 
Iowa State have been rewarded.  Fountain coached Iowa State tight end 
Ben Barkema, who ended his career with 52 receptions for 566 yards 
and four TDs last season. Derrick Catlett developed rapidly as Barkema’s 
heir apparent, making 21 catches for 112 yards and two touchdowns as 
a sophomore. Iowa State’s fi rst two recruiting classes have established a 
foundation for the future.

In a career spanning nearly two decades, Fountain has coached success-
fully at nearly every level of football. After signifi cant success in the Ala-
bama high school ranks, Fountain began his collegiate coaching career 
under Bobby Bowden at Florida State.  The Seminoles made postseason 
appearances in the Sugar Bowl (1995, 1997), the Orange Bowl (1996) and 
won three ACC titles.

Fountain went on to Central Florida in 1997, where he hooked up with 
ISU head coach Gene Chizik and offensive coordinator Robert McFarland. 
With Fountain as offensive tackles and tight ends coach on the Knight’s 
staff, UCF’s offense ranked among the nation’s top 30 in six of his seven 
years.  Among Fountain’s pupils was tight end Mike Gaines, a seventh-
round draft pick of the Carolina Panthers. Fountain also coordinated na-
tionally-ranked recruiting efforts.

Fountain moved to Middle Tennessee State for two seasons, where he 
coached a trio of all-conference linemen.  Fountain coached the offensive 
linemen at Georgia Southern in 2006. His line allowed a national-low six 
sacks in 2006. The Eagles ranked 22nd nationally in rushing, averaging 
184 yards per game led by all-conference lineman Lance Wayne.

Fountain earned his bachelor’s degree at Samford in 1988 and his master’s 
degree from Florida State in 1998.

Fountain was a four-year letterman on the offensive line at Samford, 
where he started every game of his college career under head coach Terry 
Bowden.

ScottScott
Fountain

Tight Ends/Tight Ends/
Recruiting Recruiting 

CoordinatorCoordinator
(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Coaching Experience
2007- Assistant coach/TE Iowa State
 Recruiting coordinator
2006 Assistant head coach/OL Georgia Southern
2004-05 Assistant coach/OL Middle Tennessee
1998-2003 Assistant coach/OL/TE Central Florida
 Recruiting coordinator
1997 Assist. coach/Off. guards/centers Central Florida
 Co-recruiting coordinator
1994-96 Offensive graduate assist. coach Florida State

College Bowl Experience
1997 Sugar Bowl Florida State
1996 Orange Bowl Florida State
1995 Sugar Bowl Florida State

Fountain Profi le
Hometown ................................................ East Brewton, Ala.
High school .............................................................W.S. Neal
College ...............................................................Samford, ’88
Graduate degree .......................................... Florida State, ’98
Year in coaching ............................................................. 15th
Wife .............................................................................. Rosie
Children ...........................................Brookes, Hunter, Tanner
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Jeff Koonz coached the Iowa State secondary in 2007, and his young 
defensive backfi eld responded well to his leadership. Free safety James 
Smith was an all-Big 12 selection in his second season at Iowa State and 
is back this fall as the team’s top returning tackler (79). He also broke 
up three passes and forced two fumbles. Iowa State nearly doubled its 
interceptions from the previous season. Cornerback Chris Singleton starts 
his senior year with six career interceptions. Koonz played a role in the 
football education of cornerback Allen Bell, who fi nished his fi rst season 
in NCAA Division I with 54 tackles and an interception.

At Auburn and Texas with Iowa State head coach Gene Chizik, Jeff Koonz 
shared Chizik’s 29-game personal win streak over two seasons at those 
two schools. Koonz joined Chizik on the ISU coaching staff after fi rst 
fi lling the coaching void left at Texas when Chizik departed the Long-
horn football program to be Iowa State’s head coach. Koonz worked under 
Chizik as a defensive graduate assistant at Texas during the 2005 and 
2006 seasons. He worked in the same role with the Cyclone head coach 
at Auburn in 2004.

During Koonz’s stay at Texas, the Longhorns won the national collegiate 
football championship over USC in the 2006 Rose Bowl. Texas was 13-0 
that season en route to the Big 12 championship. While at Auburn, he 
worked on staffs that led the Tigers to the 2002 Capital One Bowl cham-
pionship, a 2003 Music City Bowl victory, the 2004 SEC championship 
and a win in the 2004 Nokia Sugar Bowl.

The numbers speak for themselves. Texas ranked eighth nationally in scor-
ing defense, 10th in total defense and fourth in pass effi ciency in 2005.  
In 2004, Auburn gave up a national low 11.3 points per game. The Tigers 
gave up an average of 277.62 yards of total offense per contest, ranking 
fi fth nationally.

At Auburn, Koonz worked with Thorpe Award winner Carlos Rogers. He 
was a defensive graduate assistant at Texas from January 2005 until No-
vember 2006. Koonz assisted in the coaching of Longhorn linebackers 
and special teams. He oversaw the offensive scout team under Chizik’s di-
rection at Auburn, where Koonz also assisted coaching the secondary and 
all areas of special teams. Koonz earned a bachelor’s degree from Auburn 
in 2004 and a master’s degree from Texas in 2006.

JeffJeff
Koonz

SecondarySecondary
(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Coaching Experience
2007- Assistant coach/Secondary Iowa State
2006 Assistant coach/Linebackers Texas
2005-06 Defensive graduate assist. coach Texas
2004 Defensive graduate assist. coach Auburn
2003 Student assistant coach Auburn

College Bowl Experience
2006 Alamo Bowl Texas
2005 Rose Bowl Texas
2004 Sugar Bowl Auburn
2003 Music City Bowl Auburn

Koonz Profi le
Hometown ........................................................Wallkill, N.Y.
High school ...................... Central Holmes (Lexington, Miss.)
College ................................................................Auburn, ’04
Graduate degree ..................................................... Texas, ’06
Year in coaching .............................................................Sixth



IOWA STATE CYCLONE FOOTBALL

98

The most obvious improvement in the Iowa State football program last 
season was in the defensive line, which under Mike Pelton boasted two 
Cyclones who earned all-Big 12 honors and another who tied for second 
in the league in sacks.  Iowa State’s defense against the rush improved 
from 11th in the Big 12 and 89th nationally in 2006 to sixth in the Big 12 
and 44th nationally last season under Pelton. Nose guard Ahtyba Rubin’s 
season earned him spots in the East-West Shrine Game and the Senior 
Bowl. Academic All-American defensive tackle Bryce Braaksma earned all-
Big 12 recognition. Defensive end Kurtis Taylor averaged eight tackles a 
game and led the Cyclones with 6.5 sacks.

Pelton came to Iowa State after serving as co-defensive coordinator at Troy. 
The former Auburn All-American defensive lineman had previously gone 
on to the NFL as a player and then to collegiate coaching. As Troy co-de-
fensive coordinator, he coached current NFL linebacker Demarcus Ware 
of the Dallas Cowboys and defensive end Osi Umenyiora of the New York 
Giants.

Pelton was at Troy for six years and the Trojan defense was consistently 
among the nation’s leaders in several categories. In 2004, Troy ranked 
eighth nationally in rushing defense and 16th overall. In 2002, the Tro-
jans ranked fourth nationally, allowing just 276.83 total yards per game.  
At Troy, Pelton worked under current Iowa State defensive coordinator 
Wayne Bolt.

Prior to going to Troy, Pelton coached the defensive line at Valdosta State 
in 2000. The Blazers posted a 10-2 record and made the NCAA Division 
II playoffs.  As a player at Auburn, Pelton was a part of Tiger teams that 
won a school-record 20 consecutive games during his fi nal two seasons, 
including an 11-0 record in 1993.

Pelton was drafted by the Kansas City Chiefs in the fi fth round of the 1995 
NFL Draft. The 1995 Auburn graduate moved to the Indianapolis Colts 
a year later. 

MikeMike 
Pelton

Defensive Defensive 
LineLine

(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Coaching Experience
2007- Assistant coach/DL Iowa State
2006 Defensive coordinator/DL Troy
2001-05 Assistant coach/DL Troy
2000 Assistant coach/DL Valdosta State
1999 Graduate assistant coach Troy

Pelton Profi le
Hometown .........................................................Goshen, Ala.
High school ................................................................Goshen
College ................................................................Auburn, ’95
Year in coaching ............................................................. 10th
Wife .................................................................... Staci Brown
Children .............................................................. Myesa, Tyra
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Tony Petersen’s quarterbacks keep putting up big numbers. Under Pe-
tersen, Iowa State quarterback Bret Meyer fi nished his career last season 
with school-record totals for passing (9,499) and total offense (10,422). 
Petersen, who coached in nine bowl games at Minnesota and Marshall, 
has tutored a long list of record-setting quarterbacks.  A former Marshall 
quarterback, he coached New York Jets signal-caller Chad Pennington 
there, and his quarterbacks at Minnesota set a slew of school records.

As co-offensive coordinator, quarterbacks coach and then passing game 
coordinator at Minnesota, Petersen engineered an offense that stood alone 
nationally over eight seasons, rushing and passing for more than 2,000 
yards each year.

Petersen’s aerial game exploded in 2006 as the Gophers recorded 2,874 
yards through the air, the second-highest total in school history.  Under 
Petersen, Minnesota quarterback Bryan Cupito became the school’s all-
time leading passer with 7,183 yards. The Gophers had a 2,000-yard 
passer for the fi fth-straight season in 2006, another school record.  Quar-
terback Asad Abdul-Khaliq (2000-03) rewrote the Minnesota record book 
during his four seasons.

During Petersen’s eight-year tenure at Marshall, the Thundering Herd 
made eight straight postseason appearances.  Pennington was a fi nalist 
for the 1998 Davey O’Brien Award. Before Pennington, Petersen coached 
quarterback Todd Donnan to all-conference honors.  As a quarterback at 
Marshall, Petersen was the conference player of the year in 1987. 

TonyTony
Petersen

QuarterbacksQuarterbacks
(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Coaching Experience
2007- Assistant coach/QB Iowa State
2005-06 Passing Game coordinator/QB Minnesota
2000-04 Co-Offensive coordinator/QB Minnesota
1999 Assistant coach/QB Minnesota
1998 Offensive coordinator/QB Marshall
1997 Assistant coach/QB Marshall
1996 Assistant coach/TE Marshall
1993-95 Assistant coach/QB Marshall
1992 Assistant coach/WR Marshall
1991 Assistant coach/RB Marshall
1990 Graduate assistant coach Kentucky

College Bowl Experience
2006 Insight Bowl Minnesota
2005 Music City Bowl Minnesota
2004 Music City Bowl Minnesota
2003 Sun Bowl Minnesota
2002 Music City Bowl Minnesota
2000 Micronpc.com Bowl Minnesota
1999 Sun Bowl Minnesota
1998 Motor City Bowl Marshall
1997 Motor City Bowl Marshall

Petersen Profi le
Hometown ........................................................... Lodi, Calif.
High school .................................................................. Tokay
College ...............................................................Marshall, ’88
Graduate degree .................................................Marshall, ’95
Year in coaching ............................................................. 19th
Wife ................................................................................Beth
Children ..................................... Andy, Nikki, Nelson, Taylor
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Oklahoma native Shawn Raney worked with a young but rapidly improv-
ing secondary last season. Free safety James Smith was an all-Big 12 selec-
tion in his second season at Iowa State and is back this fall as the team’s 
top returning tackler, with 79 tackles in 2007. Smith also broke up three 
passes and forced two fumbles. Iowa State nearly doubled its interceptions 
from the previous season. Raney played a role in the football education of 
cornerback Allen Bell, who fi nished his fi rst season in NCAA Division I 
with 54 tackles and an interception.

Formerly the cornerbacks coach at Alabama-Birmingham and a successful 
defensive coordinator in the Kansas junior college ranks, Raney is starting 
his second season working for Iowa State head coach Gene Chizik. Raney 
coached UAB defensive backs from 2004-2006. Raney and ISU defensive 
coordinator Wayne Bolt coached the 2004 UAB team that played in the 
Hawaii Bowl.

Prior to going to UAB, Raney was defensive coordinator and defensive 
backs coach from 1999-2003 at Butler County Community College in El 
Dorado, Kan. While at Butler, the Grizzlies won NJCAA national cham-
pionships in 1999 and 2002. In 2001, Butler County led the nation in 
scoring defense. Butler County won the Jayhawk Conference title in 1999 
and from 2001-2003.

Among Raney’s former players at Butler is cornerback David Irons of the 
Atlanta Falcons. He also coached Jonathan Wilhite, who was drafted in 
the fourth round by the New England Patriots in 2008, at Butler. 

Raney coached high school football in Oklahoma after earning all-confer-
ence honors twice as a strong safety at Northwestern Oklahoma State. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree there in 1991.

Raney was a graduate assistant coach at Oklahoma State before coaching 
as defensive coordinator at Yukon (Okla.) High School.

ShawnShawn
Raney

SecondarySecondary
(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Coaching Experience
2007- Assistant coach/Secondary Iowa State
2004-06 Assistant coach/Secondary UAB
1999-2003 Def. coordinator/Secondary Butler (Kan.) CC
1991 Graduate assistant Oklahoma State

College Bowl Experience
2004 Hawaii Bowl UAB

Raney Profi le
Hometown ..........................................................Erick, Okla.
High school ................................................................... Erick
College .............................Northwestern Oklahoma State, ’91
Year in coaching ............................................................. 18th
Wife .......................................................................... Jennifer
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A former quarterback at Indiana and Missouri State, Jay Rodgers coaches 
Iowa State receivers under offensive coordinator Robert McFarland.  Mc-
Farland was previously head coach at Stephen F. Austin, and Rodgers was 
the Lumberjacks’ quarterbacks coach. Rodgers coached a pair of record-
setting signal-callers at SFA. 

Under Rodgers, Iowa State’s Todd Blythe fi nished his career as the Cy-
clones’ all-time leader in receptions (176), receiving yards (3,096) and TD 
catches (31).  R.J. Sumrall became a prime target last season with his 54 
receptions, ranking eighth in Iowa State single-season history.

Rodgers guided Stephen F. Austin quarterback Danny Southall to status as 
the Southland Conference’s top-rated quarterback in 2005 and the leader 
in total offense in 2006, averaging 208.64 yards per game.  Southall’s pre-
decessor, Zeke Dixon, became one of the top producing quarterbacks in 
SFA history. The ‘Jacks led the SLC in pass offense in 2005 as Dixon threw 
for 2,407 yards and 20 touchdowns.

Rodgers was quarterbacks coach at Missouri State in 2004.  In 2003, he 
coached receivers, quarterbacks and was passing game coordinator at 
Dodge City (Kan.) Community College. Dodge City ranked fi rst in the 
conference in passing offense and third in passing effi ciency. 

Rodgers began his coaching career at Ohio State and LSU. In 2002, Rodg-
ers served as a defensive graduate assistant at LSU as the Tigers were SEC 
West Division champions. He worked on the offensive side of the ball on 
the 2001 LSU SEC champion team. Rodgers earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Indiana in 2000.

JayJay
Rodgers

Wide ReceiversWide Receivers
(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Coaching Experience
2007- Assistant coach/WR Iowa State
2005-06 Assistant coach/QB Stephen F. Austin
2004 Assistant coach/QB Missouri State
2003 Passing game coordinator Dodge City (Kan.) CC
 Assistant Coach/QB/WR   
2002 Defensive graduate assistant LSU
2001 Offensive graduate assistant LSU
2000 Intern Ohio State

College Bowl Experience
2002 Sugar Bowl LSU
2001 Cotton Bowl LSU

Rodgers Profi le
Hometown ........................................................Austin, Texas
High school ..............................................................Westlake
College ................................................................ Indiana, ’00
Year in coaching ........................................................... Ninth
Wife ........................................................................... Melissa
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Ken Sheppard, an assistant strength and conditioning coach at Texas for  
nine seasons, was named head strength and conditioning coach for Gene 
Chizik’s football program in January 2007. His impact was immediate as 
Iowa State’s football players were bigger, faster and stronger last season. 
The list of current NFL players who have grown faster, stronger and more 
explosive under Sheppard’s guidance is a long one.  Among his pupils as 
collegians were Tennessee Titans quarterback Vince Young, Chicago Bears 
defensive back Nathan Vasher, Tennessee Titan tight end Alge Crumpler 
and Detroit Lions wide receiver Roy Williams.

While at Texas, he supervised Longhorn daily strength facility activities 
and implemented training programs for individual student-athletes. He 
also supervised nutrition plans for Texas athletes. With the Longhorn 
football program, Sheppard directed the Mack Brown/Jeff Madden Texas 
Speed and Explosive Power Camp, one of the largest camps of its kind in 
the United States. The 1985 graduate of North Carolina Central (criminal 
justice) was the camp’s primary administrator and developed curriculum 
for beginning strength coaches.

Sheppard also served as an assistant strength and conditioning coach at 
North Carolina for fi ve seasons. At UNC, he designed and implemented 
strength and conditioning plans in an athletics program that boasted 29 
sports.  He worked with former Iowa State assistant coach and current 
Texas head coach Mack Brown at North Carolina and Texas.  The Long-
horns were in a bowl game in every year of Sheppard’s service and earned 
the collegiate football national championship in 2005.

He is a member of the National Strength and Conditioning Association, 
the National Football Coaches Association, the Collegiate Strength and 
Conditioning Coaches Association and the National Association of Speed 
and Explosion.

KenKen
Sheppard

Director of Director of 
Strength and Strength and 
Conditioning/Conditioning/

FootballFootball
(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Coaching Experience
2007- Head Strength and Conditioning Coach Iowa State
1998-06 Assist. Strength and Conditioning Coach Texas
1993-97 Assist. Strength and Conditioning Coach UNC

College Bowl Experience
2006 Alamo Bowl Texas
2005 Rose Bowl Texas
2004 Rose Bowl Texas
2003 Holiday Bowl Texas
2002 Cotton Bowl Texas
2001 Holiday Bowl Texas
2000 Holiday Bowl Texas
1999 Cotton Bowl Texas
1998 Cotton Bowl Texas 
1997 Gator Bowl North Carolina
1996 Gator Bowl North Carolina
1995 Carquest Bowl North Carolina

Sheppard Profi le
Hometown ........................................................Hamlet, N.C.
High school ........................................ Richmond Senior (Va.)
College ........................................ North Carolina Central, ’85
Year in coaching ............................................................. 16th
Wife ...........................................................................Shalane
Children ............................................................... Kenneth Jr.
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TravisTravis
Pearson

Director, FootballDirector, Football  
OperationsOperations

(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Director of football operations Travis Pearson was hired by head coach Gene 
Chizik in January 2007. Pearson, who serves as an assistant to the head 
coach, lettered three times in football at Alabama State, where he earned 
his bachelor’s degree in physical education in 1997. The Gilbertown, Ala., 
native played eight seasons in the Arena Football League with stints at 
Tampa Bay, Florida and Los Angeles as one of the league’s all-time greats. 
In 2003, Pearson was named to Arena Football’s 15th anniversary team as 
a fullback/linebacker.

Pearson’s fi rst coaching assignment was at Central High School in Mosses, 
Ala., where he was defensive coordinator and head coach in 1997 and 
1998, respectively. He worked as defensive coordinator (1999-2000) and 
then head coach (2001-2004) at Elmore County High School in Eclectic, 
Ala. Pearson was the defensive coordinator and head track coach at Oxford 
(Ala.) High School for two seasons. Pearson was the Metro 4A Coach of 
the Year in 2004 and coached in the Alabama North-South All-Star game 
that season.

Pearson and his wife, Maria, have a daughter, Marissa, and sons Travis II 
and Trevor.

MikeMike
Motl

Video Video 
CoordinatorCoordinator
(14th Year at ISU)(14th Year at ISU)

Mike Motl joined the Cyclone staff in July of 1995. He creates highlight 
and instructional videos for Iowa State athletics and oversees operation of a 
digital network used for scouting opponents, making teaching and training 
tapes and Iowa State football self-study videos. He was named 2001 and 
2002 Big 12 Conference Video Director of the Year. 

Motl has coordinated Iowa State’s transition to SAT (Smart Acquisition 
Technology), the digital video recording of Cyclone practice and games, 
making ISU one of the few NCAA Division I-A programs employing this 
technology.

From 1990-95, Motl worked as a video assistant at Wisconsin. He was a 
member of the Badger staff that went to the 1994 Rose Bowl. Motl received 
his bachelor’s degree from Wisconsin in 1990. 

Motl hails from Marshall, Wis., and is a member of the College Sports 
Video Association. He and his wife, Jill, have a son, Joshua, and a daughter, 
Emersen.
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Shane Beatty joined the Iowa State coaching staff Feb. 1, as assistant 
director of football operations and brings 13 years of coaching experience 
on the NCAA Division II, NAIA and junior college football levels. Beatty’s 
experience includes four years as a defensive coordinator and seven years 
as a recruiting coordinator and special teams coordinator.

Most recently, Beatty was the football recruiting coordinator, special teams 
coach and secondary coach at Reedley (Calif.) College. Beatty was interim 
head coach at West Virginia Tech for the 2006 season after serving as 
defensive coordinator in 2004 and 2005. Beatty, a native of Kamloops, 
British Columbia, Canada, worked at Reedley College from 1999-2004, 
winning a National Junior College Athletic Association championship 
with the team in 2002.  After starting his coaching career at Reedley in 
1995, he went to Central Missouri State for the 1998 season.

Beatty played linebacker at Glenville State (W.V.), earning his bachelor’s 
degree there in 1996. He attained his master’s degree from Central 
Missouri State in 2000. 

Iowa State head coach Gene Chizik looked at Erik Link’s résumé and saw a 
young native Iowan whose work ethic and in-state experience fi t perfectly 
into the new head coach’s plans for the future of the program. Chizik hired 
Link in February 2007 as assistant director of football operations.

Among his Iowa State responsibilities are high school relations and 
coordination of ISU football camps and clinics. Link fi rst came to Iowa 
State in 2006 as the offensive graduate assistant. His Cyclone duties then 
included coordination of the defensive scout team in practice.

Link was an honorable mention all-Pioneer League offensive lineman at 
Drake, where he lettered three times and was a two-year starter. The Des 
Moines native was an assistant coach for the Bulldogs in 2005 after serving 
as a graduate assistant in 2004. Drake defensive tackle Chris Daniels earned 
second-team All-America honors under Link in 2005. Link coached at his 
prep alma mater, Des Moines North, after graduating from Drake with a 
bachelor’s degree in secondary education in 2003.

Link and his wife, Jill, reside in Ankeny.

ErikErik
Link

Assistant Assistant Director,Director,  
Football Football 

OperationsOperations
(Third Year at ISU)(Third Year at ISU)

ShaneShane
Beatty

Assistant Assistant Director,Director,  
Football Football 

OperationsOperations
(First Year at ISU)(First Year at ISU)
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TorreTorre
Becton

Assistant StrengthAssistant Strength  
and Conditioningand Conditioning  

CoachCoach
(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Torre Becton was named assistant strength and conditioning coach for 
the ISU football program in January 2007. Prior to joining head coach 
Gene Chizik’s staff at Iowa State, Becton assisted with the implementation 
of speed, strength, agility and conditioning programs in Baylor’s speed, 
strength and explosive training department over four seasons. He also 
helped coordinate strength and conditioning programs for other varsity 
sports and educated Baylor student-athletes on nutrition strategies. 

At Baylor, Becton worked with 2004 Olympic 400-meter gold medalist 
Jeremy Wariner and with Darold Williamson, who joined Wariner on the 
winning Olympic 4x400-meter relay in Athens. Both are Drake Relays 
champions. During his Baylor tenure Becton coached strength and 
conditioning for the Baylor men’s tennis team that made the NCAA Final 
Four every year he was in Waco. The Bear tennis team won the NCAA 
championship in 2004. Becton also worked with Baylor’s football, track 
and volleyball squads. 

As a graduate assistant at Oklahoma State, Becton worked with the football 
and track teams.

Becton is certifi ed through the Collegiate Strength and Conditioning 
Coaches Association (CSCCA). He is a member of the National Strength 
and Conditioning Association (NSCA), the National Association of Speed 
and Explosion and the Black Coaches and Administrators (BCA). He is a 
member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc.

Becton is a 2000 graduate of North Carolina A&T State (health and 
physical education and fi tness management), where he was a four-year 
letterman in football.
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Graduate Graduate 
AssistantAssistant

(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

Clinton native Thomas Howe is in his second season as a graduate assistant 
in the Iowa State football program. The 2004 Drake graduate works with 
the Cyclone offense. Howe came to ISU after a season as his alma mater’s 
defensive line coach and video coordinator. Howe was a three-year starter 
on the Drake defensive line, earning second-team all-Pioneer Conference 
honors in 2002.

Howe coached the interior defensive line and assisted with coaching 
outside linebackers for the 2005 season at Minot State (N.D.).  Howe’s 
bachelor’s degree is in secondary education with business and coaching 
endorsements. 

Gabe Rodriguez, who served as wide receivers and running backs coach 
at his alma mater, Eastern New Mexico, in 2006, is in his second season 
as a graduate assistant coaching defense at Iowa State. A native of Roswell, 
N.M., Rodriguez earned a bachelor’s degree in health and physical 
education from Eastern New Mexico in 2001. He earned a master’s degree 
there in health and physical education/sports administration in 2003 
while serving on the Greyhound coaching staff.

Rodriguez worked as a strength and conditioning coach at Eastern New 
Mexico from 2001-03 and then as an athletics strength and conditioning 
coach at Arizona State in 2003.  From 2004-06 he served as defensive 
coordinator at Farwel (N.M.) High School while working as head track 
and strength and conditioning coach.

Ryan Belsher is in his second year as a graduate assistant coach working 
with the Iowa State offense. Belsher played high school football in his 
hometown of Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan.  He then played quarterback for 
three seasons and was a fullback and tight end for Minot State (N.D.) his 
senior year. The Beavers were Dakota Athletic Conference champions in 
2002, his senior season. He graduated in May 2003, with a bachelor’s 
degree in physical education.

Belsher then coached in the prep ranks at Bishop Ryan High School in 
Minot, N.D., and at A.E. Peacock Collegiate High School in Moose Jaw. 
In 2005 he returned to Minot State as a graduate assistant coaching wide 
receivers and tight ends. Before joining the Iowa State coaching staff, 
Belsher was a graduate assistant at Adams State College (Colo.), tutoring 
wide receivers, tight ends, kickers and quarterbacks.

GabeGabe
Rodriguez

Graduate Graduate 
AssistantAssistant

Quality ControlQuality Control
(Defense)(Defense)

(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)RyanRyan
Belsher

Graduate Graduate 
AssistantAssistant

Quality Control Quality Control 
(Offense)(Offense)

(Second Year at ISU)(Second Year at ISU)

ThomasThomas
Howe

James Harris, a 2008 graduate of Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, is in 
his fi rst season as a graduate assistant strength and conditioning coach at 
Iowa State. Harris was a sprinter and two-time letterwinner on the Miami 
track team while earning his bachelor’s degree in health and sports studies 
and a minor in coaching.

The native of Westlake, Ohio, fi rst attended Alabama before transfering 
to Miami. Harris served as a volunteer strength and conditioning staff 
member at Miami from 2006-08. He also worked as the head strength and 
conditioning coach for boys’ basketball at Westlake High School during 
that time.

JamesJames
Harris

Graduate Graduate 
AssistantAssistant

Strength and Strength and 
ConditioningConditioning
(First Year at ISU)(First Year at ISU)
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ISU FOOTBALL SUPPORT STAFF                                                                             

Nick Britton
Assistant Athletics Director

Event Management

Mark Coberley
Assistant Athletics Director 

Athletic Training

Troy Jepsen
Director of Equipment Operations

Matt Johnson
Director of Ticket Operations

Tom Kroeschell
Associate Athletics Director

Athletics Communications

Mary Pink
Associate Athletics Director 

Marketing

Amber Moyer
Assistant Director 

Academic Services

Josh Snyder
Associate Athletics Director 

Compliance

Mike Andresen
Director of Athletics Grounds

Dr. Peter Buck
Team Orthopedist

Dick Doyle
Facilities Technician

Dr. Tom Greenwald
Team Orthopedist

Tommy Powell
Assistant Athletics Director 

Academic Services

Betty Kepley
Football Secretary

Dr. Marc Shulman
Team Physician


