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PURPOSE OF RECRUITING RULES

•Designed  to promote equity among member 

institutions in the recruitment of prospects; 

and

•To shield prospects from undue pressures 

that may interfere with scholastic or athletics 

interests.



DEFINITIONS

•Recruiting

•Prospective Student-Athlete

•Representative of Athletics   

Interest

•Contact

•Evaluation

•Telephone Calls



RECRUITING

Any solicitation of a prospect or the 

prospect’s relatives, by an institutional 

staff member, or a booster, for the purpose 

of securing the prospect’s enrollment and 

participation in the institution’s athletics 

program.

[NCAA Bylaw 13.02.12]



PROSPECTIVE 

STUDENT-ATHLETE

• Started classes for the ninth grade; OR

• Not yet started classes for the ninth grade, 

but to whom the institution provides any 

financial assistance or other benefits that it 

does not provide to prospective students 

generally.

[Bylaw 13.02.11]



PROSPECTIVE 

STUDENT-ATHLETE

Prospect until:

• Officially registers and enrolls full time and 

attends classes at a four-year institution; 

• Participates in a regular squad practice or 

competes at a four-year institution; or

• Officially registers, enrolls and attends classes 

during the summer prior to initial enrollment 

and receives institutional athletics aid.

[Bylaw 13.02.11]



REPRESENTATIVE OF 

ATHLETICS INTEREST

• Promotes or has involvement in promoting 

the intercollegiate athletics department; 

• Made financial contributions to the athletics 

department or athletics booster club;

• Assist or have been ask to assist in 

recruitment of prospective student-athletes;

• Assist or have assisted in providing benefits 

to enrolled student-athletes or their parents;

[Bylaw 13.02.13]



CONTACT

• Any face-to-face encounter and exchange of 

dialogue in excess of a greeting. 

• Any prearranged, face-to-face encounter even  

if no conversation occurs; or

• Any face-to-face encounter at:

 Prospect’s educational institution.

 Site of organized competition or

[Bylaw 13.02.3]



CONTACT

• Not a contact, provided:

 The encounter was not prearranged;

 There is no engagement in any dialogue in 

excess of a greeting; and 

 Appropriate steps are taken to terminate 

the encounter.



EVALUATION

• Any off-campus activity designed to assess 

the academic qualifications or athletics ability 

of a prospective student-athlete; or

• Observation of a prospective student-athlete 

participating in any practice or competition at 

any site.

[Bylaw 13.02.6]



TELEPHONE CALLS

All electronically transmitted human 

voice exchange (including video 

conferencing and videophones) are 

considered telephone calls.

[Bylaw 13.02.14]



WHAT TRIGGERS 

RECRUITMENT?

• Provide prospect with an official visit;

• Arrange, in-person, off-campus encounter 

with prospect or relative;

• Initiate or arrange a telephone contact with the 

prospect or prospect’s relatives on more than 

one occasion; or

• Issue a National Letter of Intent (NLI) or the 

institution’s written offer of athletically 

related financial aid.



RECRUITING PERIODS

•Contact Period

•Evaluation Period

•Quiet Period

•Dead Period

[Bylaw 13.02.4]



CONTACT PERIOD

Permissible for authorized athletics 

department staff members to make 

in-person, off-campus recruiting 

contacts and evaluations.

[Bylaw 13.02.4.1]



EVALUATION PERIOD

Permissible for authorized athletics 

department staff members to be 

involved in off-campus activities 

designed to assess the academic 

qualifications and playing ability of 

prospective student-athletes.                    

[Bylaw 13.02.4.2]



QUIET PERIOD

Permissible to make in-person recruiting

contacts only on the member institution’s 

campus. 

[Bylaw 13.02.4.3]



DEAD PERIOD

Not permissible:

• Contacts or evaluations on or off the 

member institution’s campus.

• Official or unofficial visits by 

prospective student-athletes to the 

institution’s campus. 

[Bylaw 13.02.4.4]



ONLINE RESOURCE



PRINTED RECRUITING MATERIALS

Bylaw 13.4.1.1



PRINTED RECRUITING 

MATERIALS

• General Correspondence

• Business Cards

• Camp Brochures

• Questionnaires

• Nonathletics Institutional Publications

• Educational Materials Published by the 

NCAA

• Athletics Publications

• Game Programs

• Pre-enrollment Information

• Institutional Note cards



PRINTED RECRUITING 

MATERIALS

General Correspondence:

• Includes letters and blank postcards 

issued by the U.S. Postal Service  and 

may only be mailed.

• Attachments may only include materials 

printed on plain white paper with black 

ink that are not created for recruiting 

purposes.



PRINTED RECRUITING 

MATERIALS

General Correspondence:

• Content must be prepared by the head 

coach or one of the countable assistant 

coaches.

• Noncoaching staff members may 

prepare general correspondence after a 

prospective student-athlete has signed an 

NLI or other written offer of admission 

and/or financial aid.  (2007-18)



PRINTED RECRUITING 

MATERIALS

Camp Brochure:

• Not restricted by content or design.

• Restricted to a single two-sided sheet, 

not to exceed 17” X 22” when opened in 

full.

• May be provided to prospect prior to 

September 1 of the junior year.



PRINTED RECRUITING 

MATERIALS

Athletics Publication:

• May provide a recruiting brochure or 

media guide, but not both.

• May only have color printing inside the 

cover, may not exceed 8 ½” X 11” 

inches in size, and 208 pages in length.

• May not produce a separate media guide 

as a supplement.



PRINTED RECRUITING 

MATERIALS

Institutional Note Cards:

• May not exceed 8 ½” X 11” inches when 

opened in full.

• May not include any preprinted 

information on the inside.

• May include only institution’s name and 

logo on the outside.



WHEN MAY PRINTED RECRUITING 
MATERIALS BE SENT?

Sports other than men’s basketball:
– Beginning September 1 of the prospect’s 

junior year.

Men’s basketball:
– June 15 at conclusion of the prospect’s 

sophomore year.        [Bylaw 13.4.1]

EXCEPTION: Camp brochures, questionnaires 
and NCAA educational materials.

– May be sent to a prospect at any time (i.e., 
not bound by time limitation). 

– Use of express mail delivery.   [2007-45]             



ELECTRONIC 

TRANSMISSIONS

• Limited to electronic mail and 

facsimiles.

• Instant messaging and text messaging 

are prohibited until after prospective 

student-athlete has signed an NLI or the 

equivalent.

• No limit after NLI or equivalent.  [2007-47]



COMPUTER RECRUITING 
PRESENTATION

• Institution may produce a computer 

recruiting presentation (e.g., PowerPoint) 

to show a prospect during any on or off 

campus visit.   [2007-48]

• May not include audio/video clips.

• May not be personalized to include 

prospect’s name, picture or likeness.

• Presentation may be posted on Web site.

• Presentation may not be given to 

prospect.



TELEPHONE CALLS

GENERAL RULE:

– One call per week.

[Bylaw 13.1.3]



TELEPHONE CALLS

SPORTS OTHER THAN FOOTBALL, 
BASKETBALL, ICE HOCKEY

One call per week on or after July 1 following the completion 

of the prospect’s junior year in high school.

– One call per institution regardless of whether the institution 

is recruiting the prospect in more than one sport.

– Collect calls (use toll-free number) from prospects after 

July 1 following the completion of the prospect’s junior 

year in high school. 

[Bylaws 13.1.3.1 and 13.1.3.6]



TELEPHONE CALLS
FOOTBALL

One telephone call to a prospect [or the prospect’s relative or 

legal guardian(s)] from April 15 through May 31 of the 

prospect’s junior year of high school. 

After May, no calls until September 1 of the beginning of the 

prospect’s senior year. 

– Once per week.

– However, during a contact period, telephone contact may 

be made at the institution’s discretion (not bound by the 

one call per week rule).

[Bylaw 13.1.3.1.1]



TELEPHONE CALLS
MEN’S BASKETBALL

Collect calls (use toll-free number) from prospects 

after the conclusion of their sophomore year.

One call per month between June 15 of prospect’s 

sophomore year and July 31 at the conclusion of the 

prospect’s junior year.

Two calls per week beginning August 1 of the 

prospect’s senior year.

Two-year college prospects = one call per week.

[Bylaw 13.1.3.1.2]



TELEPHONE CALLS
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

One call in both April and May of the prospect’s junior 

year.  Further, one call between June 1 and June 20.

One call between June 21 and June 30 after the 

prospect’s junior year.



TELEPHONE CALLS
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

During the month of July following the completion 

of the prospect’s junior year of high school:

– Three telephone calls to a prospect.

– One telephone call per week.

After August 1 = once per week.

[Bylaws 13.1.3.1.3 and13.1.3.1.3.1]



TELEPHONE CALLS
ICE HOCKEY

Follow general rule = one call per week.

EXCEPTION: One call to a prospect who is a 

resident of a foreign country during 

the month of July following 

sophomore year of high school.

[Bylaw 13.1.3.1.4] 



UNLIMITED CALLS

Initial NLI signing date;

Two days after the initial NLI signing date;

Starting day after prospect signs the NLI;

– Prospect who is not eligible to sign an NLI 

(e.g., 4-4 transfer) if the prospect has signed an 

institution’s written offer of admission and/or 

financial aid.



UNLIMITED CALLS

Day of an off-campus contact; and

Five days immediately before the prospect’s official 

visit.

– If official visit is cancelled due to circumstances 

beyond the prospect’s or institution’s control –

no violation has occurred, nor will it affect the 

prospect’s eligibility.  

– Submit report to the conference office noting 

the cancellation and reason.



ADDITIONAL TELEPHONE 

RULES

Telephone calls initiated by prospect to 

institutional staff members.

– Institutional staff members may receive 

telephone calls from a prospect (or the 

prospect’s parents/legal guardians) at the 

prospect’s own expense at any time.

– No restrictions on the content of the 

conversation. 



ADDITIONAL TELEPHONE 

RULES

Telephone calls initiated by prospect to enrolled 

student-athletes.

– Enrolled student-athlete may receive telephone 

calls from a prospect (or the prospect’s 

parents/legal guardians) at the prospect’s own 

expense at any time.

– No direct or indirect involvement by athletics 

department staff.

[Proposal No. 2007-29]



CONTACTS AND EVALUATIONS

Sports other than football and 

basketball.

Men’s basketball.

Women’s basketball.

Football.



CONTACTS AND EVALUATIONS

Visits to the prospect’s educational institution.

– Must receive permission to visit prospect’s school 
if classes are in session.

[Bylaw 13.1.5.2]

– Football and basketball:  May not visit on more 
than one occasion per week.

[Bylaw 13.1.5.1]



CONTACTS AND EVALUATIONS

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Limited to seven recruiting opportunities (contacts 

and evaluations combined).   

Not more than three in-person, off-campus 

contacts during the prospect’s senior year.

Contacts may not occur until opening day of 

classes in prospect’s senior year.

[Bylaw 13.1.6.3]



CONTACTS AND EVALUATIONS

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Fall Contact Period: September 9 through October 5. 

Academic-Year Evaluation Period: 130 recruiting person-

days during the academic year.

March Contact Period: March 16 through March 22.

April Contact Period: April 1 through April 30 (excluding 

dead period surrounding the NLI).

Summer Evaluation Period: July 6 through 15 and July 22 

through 31.



CONTACTS AND EVALUATIONS

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Limited to five recruiting opportunities (contacts 

and evaluations combined).

Not more than three of the five may be contacts.

Contacts may not occur until opening day of 

classes of the prospect’s senior year.

[Bylaw 13.1.6.4]



CONTACTS AND EVALUATIONS

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Fall Contact Period: September 16 through October 6 

(contact period of 21 days).  

Academic-Year Evaluation Period: One hundred (100) 

recruiting person-days during the academic year.  The 100 

days not designated for evaluations shall be considered a quiet 

period. 

[Proposal No. 2006-28-B (effective August 1, 2007)]

Summer Evaluation Period: July 6 through 15 and July 22 

through 31.



CONTACTS AND EVALUATIONS
FOOTBALL

Limit of six contacts per prospect with not 

more than one per week.

Beginning July 1 of prospect’s junior year.

Evaluations or visits to prospect’s school 

during contact period count as contacts for 

all PSAs at school.    [Bylaw 13.1.8.15] 



CONTACTS AND EVALUATIONS
FOOTBALL

Limited to three evaluations during the 

academic year:

– One in the fall.

– Two in the spring.

• One academic.

• One athletics.



CONTACTS AND EVALUATIONS

OTHER SPORTS

Limited to seven recruiting opportunities (contacts 

and evaluations combined) per prospect.  

Not more than three of seven recruiting opportunities 

may be in-person, off-campus contacts.

On or after July 1 after completion of junior year.

[Bylaw 13.1.6.1]



RECRUITING VISITS



RECRUITING VISITS

Official visit.

– Campus visit financed in whole or in part by 

the institution. 

[Bylaw 13.02.15.1]

Unofficial visit.

– Campus visit financed by the prospect.

[Bylaw 13.02.15.2]



OFFICIAL VISIT

May visit beginning with the opening day 

of classes of the senior year.

– No visits during a dead period.

Maximum of five visits per prospect to 

NCAA Divisions I and II institutions.

[Bylaw 13.6]



OFFICIAL VISIT

Not more than one official visit per 

institution.

Visit may not exceed 48 hours in duration.

[Bylaws 13.6.2.1 and 13.6.3]



OFFICIAL VISIT

48-HOUR PERIOD

The 48-hour period begins at the time the 

prospect arrives on the institution’s campus.

– Does not include transportation (without 

delay or entertainment) from the nearest 

bus or train station or major airport.

[Bylaw 13.6.3.1]



OFFICIAL VISIT

Coach accompanying prospect on official visit.

– 48-hour period begins if your coach transports the 

prospect (by automobile) to campus. 

– Transporting prospect from other than the nearest 

major airport, bus/train station?

• 48-hour period begins with the initiation of the 

ground transportation by the coach on the 

prospect's arrival at that airport or station.

[Bylaws 13.6.3.1.1 and 13.5.2]



OFFICIAL VISIT

Transportation.

– Round-trip from any location (return to origin).

• If PSA does not return to origin, cost cannot exceed 

round-trip cost.

– May pay automobile mileage reimbursement (for PSA 

only, not for high school or junior college coaches).

– May provide transportation between campus and nearest 

bus or train station or airport.

[Bylaw 13.5.2]



OFFICIAL VISIT

Meals. 

– Three meals per day for prospect and the 

parents (or legal guardians), spouse or 

children.

– Additional snack permissible (e.g., pizza, 

hamburger).

[Bylaw 13.6.6.7]



OFFICIAL VISIT

Lodging.

– Within a 30-mile radius of institution’s campus.

– Scale comparable to that of normal student life 

with no special accessories.

– Only for prospect and the parents (or legal 

guardians) or spouse.

• Additional persons would need to stay in 

same room and could not incur additional 

costs. [Bylaws 13.6.5 and 13.6.6.1]



OFFICIAL VISIT

Student host.

– An institution may arrange for a “student host” 

during the official visit.

– An institution may provide the host $30 per day 

to entertain the prospect.  (Prospect and host)

– Student host may receive a complimentary meal 

and admission to a campus athletics event, as 

long as the host is accompanying the prospect.

[Bylaw 13.6.6.5]



OFFICIAL VISIT

Requirements for official visit.

– Register with the Eligibility Center (academic 

portion).

– Place prospect on your institution’s IRL.

– High school or prep students must present 

official test score (PSAT, SAT, ACT, PLAN 

or state ACT).



UNOFFICIAL VISIT

May visit institutions prior to senior year.

– No visit may occur during a dead period.

Unlimited visits.

Transportation to view practice and competition 

sites in that prospect’s sport and other 

institutional facilities and to attend a home 

athletics contest at any local facility. 

[Bylaws 13.7 and 13.5.3]



ACTIVITIES DURING VISIT

Not permissible during official or 

unofficial visit.

– Personalized recruiting aids (e.g., jerseys, scoreboard).

– Game-day simulations.

– Decorative items and special accoutrements (whether or 

not include prospect’s name).

• Balloons/welcome signs in hotel room/lobby.

• Name plate on locker.

[Bylaws 13.6.6.9 and 13.7.3]



AGGREGATE SUMMATION

Freshman year.

Sophomore year.

Junior year.

Senior year.



FRESHMAN AND SOPHOMORE 

YEARS

No in-person, off-campus contact, no telephone 

calls initiated by institutional athletics staff and no 

correspondence to prospects (or prospects’ parents  

or legal guardians). 

– Men’s basketball only:  One call per month 

beginning June 15 after prospect’s sophomore 

year.

Permissible printed materials are limited to camp 

or clinic brochures, NCAA educational materials 

and questionnaires. 



AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF 

SOPHOMORE YEAR

Men’s basketball:

– Collect or toll-free calls permitted.

– June 15 – Permissible recruiting 

materials may be sent.

Ice hockey:

– One telephone call to international 

prospects during the month of July.



JUNIOR YEAR

Men’s basketball:

– Telephone calls. 

• One call per month through July 31 at 

the conclusion of prospect’s junior 

year.



JUNIOR YEAR

Women’s basketball:

– Permissible recruiting materials may be sent 
beginning September 1.

– Telephone calls:

• One call during each of April, May, June 1-

20 and June 21-30.

• Three calls during the month of July 

following junior year.  Not more than one 

call per week.  No calls during prospect’s 

participation in a summer event.



JUNIOR YEAR

Football:

– Permissible recruiting materials may be 

sent starting September 1.

– Telephone calls.

• One call from April 15 through 

May 31.



JUNIOR YEAR

All other sports:

– Permissible recruiting materials may be sent 

starting September 1.

– Telephone calls.

• One per week beginning July 1 following 

junior year.

– Off-campus contacts.

• Starting on or after July 1 following junior 

year.



SENIOR YEAR

All recruiting activities (contacts, telephone calls, official 

visits) permissible subject to NCAA restrictions.

– Official visits.

• Opening day of classes for the prospect’s educational 

institution.

– Telephone calls.

• Football:  One call per week beginning September 1.

• MBB:  Two calls per week to high school prospects.  

One call per week to two-year college prospects.




