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ATMercyhurst Loyola Chicago
LAKERS
Head Coach: Gary Manchel
Record at MU: 388-236
Career Record: 518-362
vs. LUC: First Meeting

Thursday, Nov. 6 Gentile Arena (4,557) | Chicago, Ill. | 9:00 pm ET

MERCYHURST men’s basketballMERCYHURST men’s basketball
2025 schedule

NOVEMBER
3 	 at Northwestern                       L 47-70 	
6             at Loyola Chicago� 9:00 PM ET
8 	 PSU New Ken.� 3:00 PM
12	 at Canisius� 7:00 PM
15	 MORGAN ST.� 4:00 PM 
20	 at Miami (OH)� 7:00 PM
23	 at Marshall		          7:00 PM
30	 at WVU			          3:00 PM

DECEMBER
5 	 at Lafayette� 7:00 PM
7	 BETHANY� 2:00 PM
13	 at Davidson� 2:00 PM
17	 at Syracuse� 7:00 PM
20	 BINGHAMTON� 2:00 PM

JANUARY 
2 	 FDU*� 7:30 PM
4	 LE MOYNE*� 1:00 PM
8	 at LIU*� 7:00 PM
10	 at Wagner*			   TBA
17	 STONEHILL*� 2:00 PM
19	 CCSU*� 2:00 PM
23	 at New Haven*� 11:30 AM
25	 CHICAGO STATE*� 2:00 PM
29	 NEW HAVEN*� 7:00 PM
31	 at Chicago State*� 2:00 PM ET

FEBRUARY
5 	 SAINT FRANCIS*� 7:00 PM
7	 at FDU*� 3:30 PM
12	 at Le Moyne*� 7:00 PM
14	 at Saint Francis*� 2:00 PM
19	 WAGNER*� 7:00 PM
21	 LIU*� 2:00 PM
26	 at CCSU*� 7:00 PM
28	 at Stonehill*	  	         2:00 PM

MATCHUP
RAMBLERS
Head Coach: Drew Valentine
Record at LUC: 84-51
Career Record: Same
vs. MU: First Meeting

0-1, 0-0 NEC 1-0, 0-0 A10

mercyhurst lakers

Mercyhurst: preferred in primary references
Hurst: informal reference, use as secondary
reference or on scorebugs
MU: use as secondary reference or on scorebugs
Please do not use: Mercy, MHU, MCY, MercyHurst, 
Mercyhurst College, 

MATCHUP AT A GLANCE
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LAKER LOOKS (CONT. ON PG 3)

• The Matchup
Mercyhurst continues its Chicago road 
trip with a matchup against Loyola 
Chicago, marking the first-ever meeting 
between the two programs. Tip-off is set 
for 9:00 p.m. (ET) on ESPN+.

• The Opponent
Loyola Chicago opened its 2025–26 
season in dramatic fashion, snagging a 
91–88 victory over Cleveland State on a 
buzzer-beating three from junior guard 
Deywilk Tavarez. The Ramblers showed 
impressive offensive balance in their 
opener, with three players finishing with 
16 points apiece — sophomore guard 
Kade Dodson, junior forward Miles Rubin, 
and Tavarez himself. Rubin also anchored 
the defense with four blocks and key 
rebounds down the stretch. Five ramblers 
logged double-digit points.

Last season, the Ramblers put together 
a strong campaign in the Atlantic 10. 
They finished 25-12 overall and 12-6 
in conference play, displaying steady 
growth under head coach Drew Valentine. 
Loyola advanced past the opening round 
of the A-10 Tournament before bowing 
out against top-seeded VCU, 62-55. 
Their postseason run continued into the 
National Invitational Tournament (NIT), 
where they reached the semifinal round, 
ultimately falling to Chattanooga, 80-73.

The Ramblers were named fifth in the 
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4  BLUNT III
Gr. | G | 5-11

11 LEMELMAN
So. | G | 6-2

12  MARTIN
So. | F | 6-5

7  JACKSON JR.
So. | G | 6-2

5  IVANAUSKAS
So. | F | 6-8

PROJECTED STARTERS
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Mercyhurst 25-26 men’s Basketball Roster
#	 Player	 Pos	 Ht	 Wt	 Cl	 Hometown/H.S./Previous School
1	 Sean Lang	 G	 6-3	 205	 Gr.	 New Market, Md. / Linganore / 
2	 Brady Conner	 G	 6-6	 200	 Fr.	 Bellbrook, Ohio / Archbishop Alter / 
3	 Cameron Johnson   F	 6-5	 200	 Jr.	 Shepherdstown, W.Va. / Jefferson / Lake Erie
4	 Bernie Blunt III	 G	 5-11	 180	 Gr.	 Morgantown, Pa. / Peddie School / Edinboro and Quinnipiac
5	 Mykolas Ivanauskas	F	 6-8	 215	 So.	 Chicago, Ill. / Sunrise Christian Academy / 
7	 Deshaun Jackson Jr.	 G	 6-2	 175	 So.	 Covington, Ky. / Newport High School / 
10	 Christian Gamble	G	 6-0	 195	 Sr.	 Silver Spring, Md. / Sidwell Friends School / 
11	 Jake Lemelman	 G	 6-2	 165	 So.	 Newton, Mass. / The MacDuffie School / 
12	 Qadir Martin	 F	 6-5	 215	 So.	 Staten Island, N.Y. / St. Peter’s Boys / 
13	 Chris Leman	 F	 6-9	 220	 Fr.	 New Orleans, La. / Worcester Academy / 
15	 Kaden (KJ) Fuhrmann	 G	 6-5	 195	 Gr.	 Liberty Township, Ohio / Lakota East / Taylor
21	 Emilis Butkus	 G	 6-6	 220	 Sr.	 Klaipeda, Lithuania /  / 
23	 Or Faran 	 G	 6-5	 203	 Fr.	 Givatayim, Israel /  / 
33	 Vladimir Pavlovic	 G	 6-2	 200	 Jr.	 Herceg Novi, Boka Bay /  / California Berkeley
34	 James Thomas	 F	 6-6	 230	 Sr.	 Sharpsville, Pa. / Sharpsville / Chatham

Head Coach: Gary Manchel (23rd Season)
Assistant Coach: Joe Causgrove (2nd Season)
 Assistant Coach: Derek Spanellis (1st Season)
 Assistant Coach: Chance Wright (3rd Season)
 Assistant Coach: Kyle Milligan (1st Season)
Volunteer Assistant Coach: Darrin Mayes 

Pronunciation Guide
Mykolas (MICK-oh-lahs) Ivanauskas (eye-vah-NOW-
skahs)
Qadir (kah-DEER) Martin 
Chris Leman (LEE-man)
Kaden (KAY-den) Fuhrmann (FUR-man)
Emilis (EH-mee-lis) Butkus (BUTT-kiss)
Or Faran (FAH-ran)
Vladimir (VLAH-dee-meer) Pavlovic (PAHV-lo-vich)

ROSTER BY POSITION
Guards (10): Sean Lang, Brady Conner, Bernie 
Blunt III, Deshaun Jackson Jr., Christian 
Gamble, Jake Lemelman, Kaden Fuhrmann, 
Emilis Butkus, Or Faran, Vladimir Pavlovic

Forwards (5): Cameron Johnson, Mykolas 
Ivanauskas, Qadir Martin, Chris Leman, James 
Thomas

ROSTER BY STATE/COUNTRY
Pennsylvania (2): Bernie Blunt III, James 
Thomas
Maryland (2): Sean Lang, Christian Gamble 
New York (1): Qadir Martin
Ohio (2): Brady Conner, Kaden Fuhrmann
West Virginia (1): Cameron Johnson
Illinois (1): Mykolas Ivanauskas 
Kentucky (1): Deshaun Jackson Jr.
Massachusetts (1): Jake Lemelman
Louisianna (1): Chris Leman
Lithuania (1): Emilis Butkus
Israel (1): Or Faran
Boka Bay (1): Vladimir Pavlovic

ROSTER TURNOVER
Returners (8): Bernie Blunt III, Sean Lang, 
Mykolas Ivanauskas, Deshaun Jackson Jr., 
Christian Gamble, Jake Lemelman, Qadir 
Martin, James Thomas
Newcomers (7): Brady Conner, Cameron 
Johnson, Chris Leman, Kaden Fuhrmann, 
Emilis Butkus, Or Faran, Vladimir Pavlovic
Lost (6): Jeff Planutis (Graduated), Aidan 
Reichert (Graduated), Max Jusianiec 
(Graduated & Transferred), Shemar Rathan-
Mayes (Graduated), Jesse Hafemeister 
(Graduated & Transferred)

ROSTER BY CLASS
Graduate Students (3): Bernie Blunt III, Sean 
Lang, Kaden Fuhrmann
Seniors (3): Christian Gamble, Emilis Butkus, 
James Thomas
Juniors (2): Cameron Johnson, Vladimir 
Pavlovic
Sophomores (4): Mykolas Ivanauskas, Deshaun 
Jackson Jr., Jake Lemelman, Qadir Martin
Freshman (3): Brady Conner, Chris Leman, Or 
Faran

PERCENTAGES RETURNING
Points: 39.1% (823-of-2105)
Rebounds: 41.8% (355-of-849)
Assists: 39.1% (164-of-419)
Blocked Shots: 56.7% (38-of-67)
Steals: 49.3% (112-of-227)
3-Pointers Made: 42.9% (92-of-214)
Free Throws Made: 34.4% (145-of-421)
Field Goals Made: 39.8% (293-of-702)
Field Goal Shooting%: 50.6% (293-of-579)
3-Point Shooting%: 34.5% (92-of-266)
FT Shooting%: 80.1% (145-of-181) 
Minutes: 43.5% (2734.73-of-6275) 
Starts: 21.9% (34-of-155)

Roster Breakdown
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quick facts
The Basics
Location� Erie, Pa.
Founded� 1926
Enrollment� 3,000
Nickname� Lakers
Mascot� Luke the Laker
Colors� Green and Blue
President� Dr. Kathleen Getz
Athletics Director� Joe Spano
Arena� MAC
Capacity� 1,100
NCAA Affiliation� Division I
Conference� NEC
Ticket Info� hurstathletics.com/tickets
Website� HurstAthletics.com

History
First Season� 1971-72
Joined D1� 2024
Seasons� 54
All-Time Record� 822-650
Record prior to DI� 807-633
Record in DI� 15-17
All-Time NEC Record� 9-7
Div. II Playoffs� 7

Coaching Staff
Gary Manchel� HC 
Joe Causgrove � AC
Chance Wright� AC
Derek Spanellis� AC
Kyle Milligan� AC

2024 Review

   Overall Record� 15-16

NEC Record� 9-7

Home Record� 11-2

Road Record� 4-14

2025-26 A10 preseason poll while receiving 
two first place votes. Junior center Miles 
Rubin was selected to the A10 preseason 
first team as well as a nod on the all-
defensive team. 

 

LAKER LOOKS (CONT. FROM PG 1)

• 

The Intro
Mercyhurst kicked off their second season 
as a DI program against B1G 10 opponent 
Northwestern, falling 70-47. Sophomore 
Guard Jake Lemelman paved the way for 
the Lakers after posting 14 points and 
shooting 6-for-13 from the field and 2-for-
2 from the charity stripe. Behind him was 
Graduate Guard Bernie Blunt who posted 
eight points and three rebounds. Mykolas 
Ivanauskas returned to his native land and 
posted eight rebounds, leading the team. 

As a team, the Lakers shot 30.0% from the 
field and 76.9% from the free-throw line. 
Grabbing 20 points in the paint and 15 off 
of turnovers. 

• Let’s Dance
Mercyhurst enters the 2025‑26 season 
with an added milestone: for the first time 
since beginning its Division I transition, the 
Lakers are eligible for the NEC postseason 
tournament. This eligibility marks a 
significant step in the program’s evolution, 
giving the team a tangible goal beyond the 
regular-season schedule. 

Last season, Mercyhurst competed in the 
NEC during the regular season but had 
no opportunity to extend their campaign 
into March, regardless of their conference 
record. Now, with a chance to qualify for 
the NEC Tournament, every conference 
game carries extra weight.

Conference play will being after the new 
year and Mercyhurst kicks off their slate 
against FDU on January 2 in Erie, Pa.

• Hurst is Home
At home last season, Mercyhurst went 
11-2 only dropping two matches in the 
MAC, one to a non-conference opponent 
LaFayette and one to  a conference 
opponent: Central Connecticut State.

The Lakers were battle tested on the road 
in 2024-25 facing powerhouse programs 
like WVU in the Coliseum and a road stretch 
in California where they played the Univ. of 
California (55-81 L), Sacramento State (66-
60 W), and the University of San Francisco 
(59-87 L).

• Recapping Year One
Mercyhurst finished last season with a 
15‑16 overall record (3rd in NEC), averaging 
67.9 points per game and allowing 69.9 
points per game in their inaugural season.

• Fresh Looks
Mercyhurst has lost two key scorers, but 
will rely on vetted returners, including 
graduate guard Bernie Blunt III who was 
named to the NEC All-Preseason Team. 
Jake Lemelman who looks to take a big 
sophomore leap after an established 
freshman season where he averaged 5.4 
ppg. Amongst other key additions are 
Vladimir Pavlovic, Kaden Fuhrmann, Emilis 
Butkus and Cameron Johnson who all 
transferred in. The freshman class consists 
of guard Brady Conner, forward Chris 
Leman, and guard Or Faran.

Grad. Guard Bernie Blunt III vs. Northwestern (2025)

So. Guard Jake Lemelman vs. Northwestern (2025)

Mercyhurst Athletic Center (MAC)
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LINEUP

STARTING FIVE BY GAME

DATE  OPP. 		  1	         2	               3                       4	                  5
11/3 @Northwestern                BLUNT III 	    GAMBLE	            MARTIN               IVANAUSKAS          LEMELMAN
11/6 @Loyola Chicago  
11/8 vs PSU New Kensington  
11/12 @Canisius  
11/15 vs Morgan State  
11/20 @Miami (OH)  
11/23 @Marshall  
11/30 @West Virginia  
12/5 @Lafayette  
12/13 @Davidson  
12/17 @Syracuse  
1/2 vs FDU  
1/8 @LIU  
1/10 @Wagner  
1/17 vs Stonehill  
1/19 vs Central Connecticut  
1/23 @New Haven  
1/25 vs Chicago State  
1/29 vs New Haven  
1/31 @Chicago State  
2/5 vs Saint Francis  
2/7 @FDU  
2/12 @Le Moyne  
2/14 @Saint Francis  
2/19 vs Wagner  
2/21 vs LIU  
2/26 @Central Connecticut  
2/28 @Stonehill                         

NEC PRESEASON POLL & ALL-CONFERENCE
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SEAN LANG
GR | G | 6-3 | NEW MARKET, MD

11

	 PPG | -         RPG | -         APG |  -

BRADY CONNER
FR | G | 6-6 | BELLBROOK, OHIO

22

	  PPG | -        RPG | 1.0       APG | -

BERNIE BLUNT III
GR | G | 5-11 | MORGANTOWN, PA

44

	 PPG | 8.0     RPG | 3.0     APG | 1.0

MYKOLAS IVANAUSKAS
SO | F | 6-8 | CHICAGO, ILL

55

	 PPG | 6.0     RPG | 8.0     APG | 1.0

DESHAUN JACKSON JR.
SO | G | 6-2 | COVINGTON, KY

77

	 PPG | 6.0     RPG | 6.0     APG | 2.0

CHRISTIAN GAMBLE
SR | G | 6-0 | SILVER SPRING, MD

1010

	 PPG | -        RPG | -        APG |  2.0

JAKE LEMELMAN
SO | G | 6-2 | NEWTON, MASS

1111

	 PPG | 14.0     RPG | 2.0     APG | 1.0

QADIR MARTIN
SO | F | 6-5 | STATEN ISLAND, N.Y.

1212

	 PPG | 7.0       RPG | 2.0     APG | 1.0

CHRIS LEMAN
FR | F | 6-9 | NEW ORLEANS, LA

1313

	 PPG | -        RPG | -        APG |  -

KADEN FUHRMANN
GR | G | 6-5 | LIBERTY TOWNSHIP, OHIO

1515

	 PPG | -        RPG | -          APG | 2.0

VLADIMIR PAVLOVIC
JR | G | 6-2 | HERCEG NOVI, BOKA BAY

3333

	 PPG | -        RPG | -       APG |  -

OR FARAN
FR | G | 6-5 | GIVATAYIM, ISRAEL

2323

	 PPG | -          RPG | -        APG | -

EMILIS BUTKUS
SR | G | 6-6 | KLAIPEDA, LITHUANIA

2121

	 PPG | -         RPG | -       APG |  -

CAMERON JOHNSON
JR | F | 6-5 | SHEPHERDSTOWN, WV

33

	 PPG | 5.0     RPG | 3.0     APG | 1.0

JAMES THOMAS
SR | F | 6-6 | SHARPSVILLE, PA

3434

PPG | 1.0     RPG | 3.0     APG |  - 
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LAST TIME

TEAM

Hurst scored 80+ points	 2/27/2025	 90 (90-68, W vs. Chicago St.)
Hurst scored 85+ points	 2/27/2025	 90 (90-68, W vs. Chicago St.)
Hurst scored 90+ points	 11/19/24	 98 (98-45, W vs. Mt. Aloysius)
Hurst scored 95+ points	 11/19/24	 98 (98-45, W vs. Mt. Aloysius)
Hurst scored 100+ points	 1/3/24	 100 (100-55, W vs. Bloomsburg)
Opponent scored 80+ points	 2/15/25	 85 (73-85, L vs Stonehill)
Opponent scored 85+ points	 12/1/24	 87 (59-87, L at Univ. of San Fran.)
Opponent scored 90+ points	 11/5/23	 97 (58-97, L at Univ. of Cent. Oklahoma)
Opponent scored 100+ points	 2/22/03	 106 (99-106, L vs Findlay) (3OT)
Held an opponent to 50 points or less	 11/19/24	 45 (98-45, W vs. Mt. Aloysius)
Held opponent to 40 points or less	 12/9/23	 24 (83-24, W vs. Fredonia)
Hurst was held under 50 points	 1/31/24	 46 (46-49, L vs. SRU)
Shot 50% from the field	 2/27/25	 60.4% (32-of-53) (90-68, W vs. Chicago St.)
Shot 60% from the field	 2/27/25	 60.4% (32-of-53) (90-68, W vs. Chicago St.)
Shot 80-89% from the foul line (8 or more attempts)	 2/8/2025	 100% (16-of-16) (82-78, W vs. Le Moyne)
Shot 90-99% from the foul line (8 or more attempts)	 2/8/2025	 100% (16-of-16) (82-78, W vs. Le Moyne)
Shot 100% from the foul line (8 or more attempts)	 2/8/2025	 100% (16-of-16) (82-78, W vs. Le Moyne)
Shot 50% from 3-point range	 2/27/25	 60% (15-25) (90-68, W vs. Chicago St.)
Made 10+ 3-pointers	 2/27/25	 15-of-25 (90-68, W vs. Chicago St.)
Had a 20-point win	 2/27/2025	 22 (90-68, W vs. Chicago St.)
Had a 30-point win	 2/27/2025	 22 (90-68, W vs. Chicago St.)
Had a 40-point win	 11/19/24	 53 (98-45, W vs. Mt. Aloysius)
Had a 50-point win	 11/19/24	 53 (98-45, W vs. Mt. Aloysius)
Had a 20-point loss	 11/3/2025	 23 (46-70, L at Northwestern)
Had a 30-point loss	 11/24/2024	 34 (48-82, L at Air Force)
An overtime win	 1/26/2025	 85-80, W vs LIU (2OT)
An overtime loss	 1/20/2025	 63-72, L at LIU
A double overtime game	 1/26/2025	 85-80, W vs LIU (2OT)
A triple-overtime game	 2/22/03	 106 (99-106, L vs Findlay) (3OT)
10-game winning streak	 2021-2022	 10 (11/12/21-12/18/21)
5-game winning streak	 2022-2023	 5 (1/25/23-2/8/23
5-game losing streak	 2008-2009	 5 (2/4/09-2/18/09)

INDIVIDUALS

20+ pts.	 2/27/2025	  Jeff Planutis (32) vs. Chicago St.
25+ pts.	 2/27/2025	  Jeff Planutis (32) vs. Chicago St.
30+ pts.	 2/27/2025	  Jeff Planutis (32) vs. Chicago St.
35+pts	 2/7/2024	 35, Jeff Planutis vs. Indiana (Pa.)
Player with 10+ rebounds	 2/6/2025	  12, Mykolas Ivanauskas at Chicago St.
Player with 15+ rebounds	 2/7/2024	 15, Jeff Planutis vs. Indiana (Pa.)
A player with a double-double	 2/28/2024	  10 pts & 11 rebs, Aidan Reichert vs. Clarion 
100% from the foul line (min 5 attempts)	 2/8/2025	 6-for-6, Jeff Planutis vs. Le Moyne
5+ 3PM	 2/27/2025	  10, Jeff Planutis vs. Chicago St.
5+ assists	 2/27/2025	  5, Shemar Rathan-Mayes & Aidan Reichert vs. Chicago St. 
8+ assists	 1/24/2025	 8, Shemar Rathan-Mayes vs. Wagner
5 or more steals	 11/19/2024	 5, Bernie Blunt III vs. Mt. Aloysius
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CAREER-HIGHS

Points
FG Made

FG Attempts
3-Point FG Made

3-Point FG Attempts
FT Made

FT Attempts
Rebounds

Assists
Steals
Blocks 

Minutes

11 vs. Bloomsburg (1/03/24)
3 vs. Bloomsburg (1/03/24) 

5 at. Indiana (Pa) (3/04/24)
1 (7x)

4 vs. Central Oklahoma (11/04/23)
4 vs. Bloomsburg (01/03/24)

4 vs. Seton Hill (02/02/22)
7 vs. Edinboro (01/17/24) 

8 vs. Millersville (12/19/23) 
4 vs. Edinboro (01/17/24)

-
35 vs. PSU Altoona (12/10/24)

-
-

1 at Northwestern (11/03/25)
-
-
-
-

1 at Northwestern (11/03/25)
-
-
-

2 at Northwestern (11/03/25)

30 vs. Malone (12/14/24)
10 vs. Malone (12/14/24)

19 vs. Lake Superior St. (11/08/24) 
6 vs. Malone (12/14/24) 
8 vs. Malone (12/14/24)

10 at Northwood (01/02/25)
13 at Northwood (01/02/25)

11 vs. Laker Superior St. (11/08/24)
5 vs. Cedarville (2/15/25) 

2 (7x) 
3 vs. Bry. & Strat. (OH) (11/12/25)
32 at. Thomas More (3/04/25)

33 vs. Gannon (01/10/24)*
11 at Malone (11/15/23)*

30 vs West Va. Wesleyan (11/10/23)*
6 vs. Gannon (01/10/24)*

13 vs. West Va. Wesleyan (11/10/23)*
14 vs. Roberts Wesleyan (11/21/23)*
14 vs. Roberts Wesleyan (11/21/23)*

9 at Mercyhurst (01/17/24)*
6 vs. East Stroudsburg (01/03/24)*
5 vs Mount Aloysius (11/19/24) 

1 (4x)
40 vs. LIU (1/26/25)

	 CATEGORY	  #1 LANG	 #2 CONNER	 #3 JOHNSON*	 #4 BLUNT III 

Points
FG Made

FG Attempts
3-Point FG Made

3-Point FG Attempts
FT Made

FT Attempts
Rebounds

Assists
Steals
Blocks 

Minutes

16 at Morgan St. (11/06/24)
8 at Morgan St. (11/06/24)

11 at Morgan St. (11/06/24)
2 at Columbia (11/16/24)

4 at Air Force (11/24/24)
7 at West Virginia (12/22/24)
8 at West Virginia (12/22/24)
12 at Chicago St. (02/06/25)

2 vs Mount Aloysius (11/19/24)
2 at Wagner (01/18/25)

3 at Air Force (11/24/24)
26 at Chicago St. (02/06/25)

14 vs Mount Aloysius (11/19/24)
7 vs Mount Aloysius (11/19/24)

12 vs Mount Aloysius (11/19/24)
2 at Stonehill (02/15/25)

2 vs Mount Aloysius (11/19/24)
2 vs PSU Altoona (12/10/24)

2 (7x)
5 at CCSU (02/13/25)

5 at Kent St. (12/15/24)
4 vs. PSU Altoona (12/10/24)

4 vs. PSU Altoona (12/10/24
32 vs. PSU Altoona (12/10/24)

13 vs. Frostburg St. (11/10/23)
5 at Shepherd (12/30/23)
8 at Shepherd (12/30/23)
3 at Shepherd (12/30/23)

4 (5x)
6 at Edinboro (02/01/23)

6 at Edinboro (02/01/23)
6 at Seton Hill (01/20/24)
5 at Kutztown (12/02/23)
3 at D’Youville (11/19/23)

1 (4x)
41 vs. Indiana (Pa.) (02/07/24)

19 vs. Houghton (11/09/24)
8 vs. Houghton (11/09/24)

12 vs. Houghton (11/09/24)
3 (4x)

7 at Kent St. (12/15/24)
5 at FDU (02/01/25)
5 at FDU (02/01/25)

5 vs. Chicago St. (02/27/25)
4 vs. Houghton (11/09/24)

3 vs. Mount Aloysius (11/19/24)
1 vs. Mount Aloysius (11/19/24)

28 vs. Houghton (11/09/24)

	 CATEGORY	 #5 IVANAUSKAS	 #7 JACKSON JR.	 #10 GAMBLE	 #11 LEMELMAN

Points
FG Made

FG Attempts
3-Point FG Made

3-Point FG Attempts
FT Made

FT Attempts
Rebounds

Assists
Steals
Blocks 

Minutes

12 vs. Mount Aloysius (11/19/24)
6 vs. Mount Aloysius (11/19/24)
9 vs. Mount Aloysius (11/19/24)

-
2 vs. Mount Aloysius (11/19/24

2 at Air Force (11/24/24)
2 at Air Force (11/24/24)

8 vs. Mount Aloysius (11/19/24)
1 vs. Mount Aloysius (11/19/24)

1 at Air Force (11/24/24
2 vs FDU (02/20/25)

25 vs Chicago St. (02/27/25)

-
-

1 at Northwestern (11/03/25)
-

1 at Northwestern (11/03/25)
-
-
-
-
-
-

2 at Northwestern (11/03/25)

-
-

2 at Northwestern (11/03/25)
-

2 at Northwestern (11/03/25)
-
-
-

2 at Northwestern (11/03/25)
-
-

11 at Northwestern (11/03/25)

27 at Eckerd (01/15/25)
11 at Eckerd (01/15/25)
19 at Tampa (01/04/25)

6 vs. Spring Hill (11/08/24)
11 at Tampa (01/04/25)

8 vs. Embry-Riddle (FL) (01/18/25)
10 vs. Lynn (01/11/25)

9 at Saint Leo (02/12/25)
6 vs. Embry-Riddle (FL) (01/18/25)

3 vs LIFE Pacific (11/21/22)
2 at Tampa (01/04/25)

39 vs. Embry-Riddle (FL) (01/18/25)

	 CATEGORY	 #12 MARTIN	 #13 LEMAN	 #15 FUHRMANN	 #21 BUTKUS*

Points
FG Made

FG Attempts
3-Point FG Made

3-Point FG Attempts
FT Made

FT Attempts
Rebounds

Assists
Steals
Blocks 

Minutes

-
-

1 at Northwestern (11/03/25)
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

2 at Northwestern (11/03/25)

2 vs. St. Thomas (MN) (11/06/23)
1 vs. St. Thomas (MN) (11/06/23)
2 vs. St. Thomas (MN) (11/06/23)

-
1 (3x)

-
-

2 vs St. Thomas (MN) (11/06/23)
1 vs St. Thomas (MN) (11/06/23)
1 vs St. Thomas (MN) (11/06/23)

-
18 vs. St. Thomas (MN) (11/06/23)

6 vs. Bluefield St. (11/11/23)
3 vs. Bluefield St. (11/11/23)

4 (3x)
-

1 at California (11/27/24)
2 (3x)

7 vs. Bloomsburg (01/03/24)
6 (3x)
1 (8x)

2 vs. Fredonia (12/09/23)
2 vs. Colo. Sch. of Mines (11/05/23)
20 vs. Bluefield St. (11/11/23)

	 CATEGORY	 #23 FARAN	 #33 PAVLOVIC*	 #34 THOMAS	

*denotes tranfer
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COACHING PROFILE

GARY MANCHEL
Head Coach

Vermont ‘85

COACH GARY MANCHEL
Gary Manchel, the eighth head coach in the history of the men’s basketball program, enters his 23rd 
season as the Lakers’ head man.

Manchel has revitalized the Laker program and continues to build on his impressive resume that includes 
518 career wins.

Mercyhurst wrapped up their inaugural Division I season with a strong showing, finishing 3rd in the 
Northeast Conference (NEC) with an overall record of 15-16 and a 9-7 mark in conference play. Head 
Coach Gary Manchel once again led a formidable defensive unit, ranking top-5 in the NEC by allowing 
just 69.9 points per game—highlighted by a dominant 98-45 victory over Mount Aloysius, marking a 
53-point margin of victory. With NEC Tournament eligibility on the horizon, Manchel and the Lakers aim 
to build on their impressive Division I debut as they head into year two.

The Lakers have been a fixture at the NCAA tournament in recent memory making appearances in 2014-
15, 2015-16, 2018-19, 2019-20, 2020-21, 2021-22, and 2022-23.

Mercyhurst won 25 or more games for the first time in the program’s history in back-to-back years under 
Manchel’s direction with 25 in both 2021-22 and 2022-23, going 25-6 in his 20th season. The Lakers 
won nine of their first 10 games, with the average margin of victory being 21.7 points per game. Their 
efficiency from deep was some of the best in the PSAC with a mark of 38.1 while their defense was once 
again dominant, allowing only 62.5 points for the 10th fewest in the country.

In 2021-22 the Lakers once again made the NCAA Tournament. The Lakers went 25-7 while also going 
4-0 vs Gannon and Edinboro. After earning a first round bye, the Lakers defeated UPJ at home in the sec-
ond round of the PSAC Tournament. Despite falling in the PSAC semifinals to Millersville, the Lakers got 
their revenge as they knocked Millersville out the NCAA Tournament a week later. The Lakers run came 
to an end against IUP in the second round of the NCAA Tournament.

In 2014-15, the Lakers finished 20-7 overall, and advanced to its first NCAA Tournament in school history.

Mercyhurst also went on to defeat national runner-up Indiana (Pa.) twice during the regular season, once 
at the Kovalchick Center when the Crimson Hawks were ranked fifth in the country. Mercyhurst was the 
only team in the country to beat IUP in each of the last six seasons. (Includes win at home during 2015-
16 season.)

Manchel was honored as the PSAC Western Division Coach of the Year for the second time in 14-15. He 
was awarded the honor first back in the 2010-11.

Manchel also spent nine years as head coach at the University of Massachusetts Lowell, compiling a 131-
125 record during his stay. He enjoyed three 20-win seasons over his last five years, including a 45-17 
mark during the 1999-2000 and 2000-01 seasons combined. Manchel was named Northeast-10 Coach 
of the Year after leading the 2000-01 River Hawks to a 24-7 record that included an appearance in the 
league’s championship game and a berth in the NCAA Division II Tournament where the squad advanced 
into the second round.

Two times during his stay at UMass Lowell his squads reached the finals of the ECAC Division II Champi-
onships. His 1999-00 team posted a 21-10 record and finished as the runner-up, and in 1996-97, he led 
UMass Lowell to a 20-10 mark and an ECAC Division II Championship.

Before UMass Lowell, Manchel served as an assistant coach at Yale from 1987-92. During his time at Yale, 
he was a part of three teams that finished in the top ten in scoring defense in all of Division I.
In 1989-90 the Bulldogs finished seventh nationally, while the following year they finished third. In 1991-
92, coach Manchel was part of a staff that finished 10th in the country.

Manchel began his coaching career at Slippery Rock, where he served as a graduate assistant for two 
seasons.

A native of Burlington, Vt., Manchel is a 1985 graduate of the University of Vermont, where he lettered 
three years for the Catamounts.

CAREER
1981-85 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Vermont Guard
1992-01 . . . . . . . . . . .          UMass Lowell (Head Coach)
2003-Present. . . . . Mercyhurst (Head Coach)

Coaching Record
UMass Lowell: 130-126
Mercyhurst: 388-236
Career: 518-362

PERSONAL
Born. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Burlington, Vt.
Alma Mater. . . . . . .      Univ. of Vermont (1985)
. . . . . . . . . B.A. Mathematics, M.S. in Sports 
Administration (Slippery Rock)
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TEAM GAME-BY-GAME
2024-25 Mercyhurst Men's Basketball

Team Game-by-Game
All games

Page 1/1
as of Nov 03, 2025

Total 3-Pointers Free throws Rebounds
Opponent Date Score FG-FGA PCT 3FG-3FGA PCT FT-FTA PCT OFF DEF TOT AVG PF A TO BLK STL PTS AVG
at George Washington 11/04/2024 59-76 L 21-56 .375 6-17 .353 11-13 .846 11 18 29 29.0 23 11 13 4 3 59 59.0
at Morgan St. 11/06/2024 78-73 W 26-59 .441 5-17 .294 21-25 .840 15 16 31 30.0 17 13 15 2 10 78 68.5
Houghton 11/09/2024 88-62 W 31-58 .534 8-17 .471 18-21 .857 10 18 28 29.3 16 22 12 3 14 88 75.0
Canisius 11/13/2024 62-52 W 22-56 .393 6-23 .261 12-18 .667 8 20 28 29.0 11 15 6 2 7 62 71.8
at Columbia 11/16/2024 63-77 L 21-51 .412 8-20 .400 13-18 .722 6 17 23 27.8 15 16 10 3 5 63 70.0
Mount Aloysius 11/19/2024 98-45 W 38-78 .487 5-29 .172 17-25 .680 20 29 49 31.3 20 18 8 4 14 98 74.7
at Air Force 11/24/2024 48-82 L 17-51 .333 4-21 .190 10-14 .714 5 13 18 29.4 13 9 6 5 7 48 70.9
at California 11/27/2024 55-81 L 20-53 .377 3-13 .231 12-16 .750 7 17 24 28.8 16 7 11 1 5 55 68.9
at Sacramento St. 11/30/2024 66-60 W 22-47 .468 10-25 .400 12-16 .750 6 21 27 28.6 20 16 14 0 9 66 68.6
at San Francisco 12/01/2024 59-87 L 25-53 .472 6-13 .462 3-3 1.000 3 18 21 27.8 18 10 13 0 8 59 67.6
Lafayette 12/07/2024 73-77 L 24-51 .471 12-23 .522 13-17 .765 6 16 22 27.3 16 16 11 2 8 73 68.1
Penn St.-Altoona 12/10/2024 77-51 W 31-60 .517 5-15 .333 10-13 .769 7 23 30 27.5 16 12 14 7 14 77 68.8
at Kent St. 12/15/2024 57-82 L 23-52 .442 6-18 .333 5-6 .833 5 17 22 27.1 19 12 15 3 4 57 67.9
at Binghamton 12/18/2024 60-62 L 21-52 .404 3-16 .188 15-18 .833 7 26 33 27.5 15 6 11 5 7 60 67.4
at West Virginia 12/22/2024 46-67 L 15-53 .283 5-17 .294 11-14 .786 11 21 32 27.8 15 8 16 1 4 46 65.9
Stonehill 01/03/2025 76-69 W 23-52 .442 6-16 .375 24-29 .828 4 24 28 27.8 21 9 9 4 5 76 66.6
Central Conn. St. 01/05/2025 50-62 L 19-55 .345 6-23 .261 6-10 .600 9 20 29 27.9 14 12 7 2 7 50 65.6
at Saint Francis 01/10/2025 59-73 L 21-58 .362 8-25 .320 9-12 .750 10 17 27 27.8 15 10 7 0 10 59 65.2
at Le Moyne 01/12/2025 63-79 L 23-56 .411 7-19 .368 10-14 .714 7 16 23 27.6 21 16 8 1 6 63 65.1
at Wagner 01/18/2025 69-65 W 20-41 .488 6-15 .400 23-27 .852 4 17 21 27.3 24 9 11 1 8 69 65.3
at LIU 01/20/2025 63-72 Lot 20-56 .357 8-19 .421 15-17 .882 8 19 27 27.2 14 12 16 1 9 63 65.2
Wagner 01/24/2025 71-66 W 24-48 .500 9-25 .360 14-16 .875 3 17 20 26.9 11 18 7 2 1 71 65.5
LIU 01/26/2025 85-80 Wot2 26-67 .388 9-20 .450 24-26 .923 9 18 27 26.9 17 22 13 1 8 85 66.3
Saint Francis 01/30/2025 62-58 W 22-57 .386 5-24 .208 13-17 .765 7 29 36 27.3 17 11 9 3 8 62 66.1
at FDU 02/01/2025 67-60 W 22-52 .423 7-18 .389 16-21 .762 7 20 27 27.3 16 16 10 1 10 67 66.2
at Chicago St. 02/06/2025 78-85 L 29-57 .509 7-17 .412 13-16 .813 8 25 33 27.5 20 14 17 0 8 78 66.6
Le Moyne 02/08/2025 82-78 W 27-56 .482 12-26 .462 16-16 1.000 4 19 23 27.3 16 24 6 0 7 82 67.2
at Central Conn. St. 02/13/2025 63-73 L 26-57 .456 5-24 .208 6-8 .750 6 19 25 27.3 14 11 12 0 6 63 67.0
at Stonehill 02/15/2025 73-85 L 23-53 .434 6-12 .500 21-27 .778 8 13 21 27.0 20 10 6 0 3 73 67.2
FDU 02/20/2025 65-60 W 21-55 .382 6-18 .333 17-18 .944 8 23 31 27.2 17 14 11 6 10 65 67.2
Chicago St. 02/27/2025 90-68 W 32-53 .604 15-25 .600 11-14 .786 6 28 34 27.4 12 20 11 3 2 90 67.9
Total 2105 735-1703 .432 214-610 .351 421-525 .802 235 614 849 27.4 519 419 335 67 227 2105 67.9
Opponents 2167 750-1605 .467 222-633 .351 445-618 .720 292 754 1046 33.7 523 411 444 87 178 2167 69.9

Mercyhurst Averages
Games
Played

Points/
game FG Pct 3FG

Pct FT Pct Rebounds/
game

Assists/
game

Turnovers/
game

Assist/Turnover
ratio

Steals/
game

Blocks/
game

31 67.9 43.2 35.1 80.2 27.4 13.5 10.8 1.3 7.3 2.22024-25 Mercyhurst Men's Basketball
Opponents Game-by-Game

All games
Page 1/1

as of Nov 03, 2025

Total 3-Pointers Free throws Rebounds
Opponent Date Score FG-FGA PCT 3FG-3FGA PCT FT-FTA PCT OFF DEF TOT AVG PF A TO BLK STL PTS AVG
at George Washington 11/04/2024 59-76 L 24-53 .453 4-23 .174 24-34 .706 15 25 40 40.0 17 14 12 1 9 76 76.0
at Morgan St. 11/06/2024 78-73 W 26-53 .491 3-8 .375 18-24 .750 14 21 35 37.5 26 9 18 3 6 73 74.5
Houghton 11/09/2024 88-62 W 22-48 .458 5-17 .294 13-15 .867 8 18 26 33.7 15 11 23 1 6 62 70.3
Canisius 11/13/2024 62-52 W 17-45 .378 8-23 .348 10-12 .833 8 24 32 33.3 17 7 18 5 5 52 65.8
at Columbia 11/16/2024 63-77 L 30-56 .536 9-20 .450 8-13 .615 11 26 37 34.0 13 21 12 1 4 77 68.0
Mount Aloysius 11/19/2024 98-45 W 12-45 .267 3-17 .176 18-25 .720 3 21 24 32.3 23 4 24 0 5 45 64.2
at Air Force 11/24/2024 48-82 L 31-48 .646 15-21 .714 5-9 .556 6 32 38 33.1 15 26 12 2 4 82 66.7
at California 11/27/2024 55-81 L 29-53 .547 11-21 .524 12-18 .667 10 28 38 33.8 14 14 14 6 4 81 68.5
at Sacramento St. 11/30/2024 66-60 W 19-47 .404 8-22 .364 14-20 .700 10 22 32 33.6 20 12 15 1 7 60 67.6
at San Francisco 12/01/2024 59-87 L 32-55 .582 6-18 .333 17-31 .548 13 24 37 33.9 12 19 10 5 9 87 69.5
Lafayette 12/07/2024 73-77 L 26-51 .510 11-22 .500 14-21 .667 11 19 30 33.5 15 15 14 7 3 77 70.2
Penn St.-Altoona 12/10/2024 77-51 W 15-49 .306 6-16 .375 15-18 .833 10 21 31 33.3 13 7 26 7 6 51 68.6
at Kent St. 12/15/2024 57-82 L 28-59 .475 7-20 .350 19-24 .792 14 23 37 33.6 10 15 9 5 7 82 69.6
at Binghamton 12/18/2024 60-62 L 22-48 .458 5-16 .313 13-20 .650 5 26 31 33.4 15 15 10 3 8 62 69.1
at West Virginia 12/22/2024 46-67 L 25-52 .481 5-19 .263 12-18 .667 7 28 35 33.5 15 14 12 3 7 67 68.9
Stonehill 01/03/2025 76-69 W 22-52 .423 6-23 .261 19-29 .655 9 27 36 33.7 21 10 11 0 6 69 68.9
Central Conn. St. 01/05/2025 50-62 L 26-58 .448 3-17 .176 7-10 .700 10 29 39 34.0 10 12 9 5 3 62 68.5
at Saint Francis 01/10/2025 59-73 L 28-50 .560 8-21 .381 9-13 .692 8 28 36 34.1 14 16 13 2 6 73 68.8
at Le Moyne 01/12/2025 63-79 L 26-49 .531 6-19 .316 21-30 .700 12 29 41 34.5 21 14 12 2 4 79 69.3
at Wagner 01/18/2025 69-65 W 18-43 .419 4-15 .267 25-29 .862 10 20 30 34.3 25 13 15 0 6 65 69.1
at LIU 01/20/2025 63-72 Lot 25-51 .490 8-18 .444 14-18 .778 9 27 36 34.3 17 16 20 6 10 72 69.2
Wagner 01/24/2025 71-66 W 24-55 .436 10-24 .417 8-14 .571 14 17 31 34.2 15 12 11 0 3 66 69.1
LIU 01/26/2025 85-80 Wot2 27-59 .458 7-26 .269 19-27 .704 10 26 36 34.3 24 14 22 7 7 80 69.6
Saint Francis 01/30/2025 62-58 W 21-54 .389 7-28 .250 9-17 .529 8 30 38 34.4 18 6 13 1 4 58 69.1
at FDU 02/01/2025 67-60 W 22-48 .458 5-20 .250 11-15 .733 6 27 33 34.4 22 9 15 1 8 60 68.7
at Chicago St. 02/06/2025 78-85 L 27-59 .458 8-23 .348 23-29 .793 10 20 30 34.2 18 14 12 4 8 85 69.3
Le Moyne 02/08/2025 82-78 W 27-49 .551 13-26 .500 11-14 .786 4 24 28 34.0 19 15 16 1 2 78 69.7
at Central Conn. St. 02/13/2025 63-73 L 28-53 .528 8-21 .381 9-13 .692 8 26 34 34.0 8 21 16 2 6 73 69.8
at Stonehill 02/15/2025 73-85 L 30-54 .556 8-22 .364 17-20 .850 10 26 36 34.0 20 15 8 4 3 85 70.3
FDU 02/20/2025 65-60 W 17-50 .340 10-31 .323 16-21 .762 11 24 35 34.1 19 11 16 1 3 60 70.0
Chicago St. 02/27/2025 90-68 W 24-59 .407 5-16 .313 15-17 .882 8 16 24 33.7 12 10 6 1 9 68 69.9
Total 2167 750-1605 .467 222-633 .351 445-618 .720 292 754 1046 33.7 523 411 444 87 178 2167 69.9
Mercyhurst 2105 735-1703 .432 214-610 .351 421-525 .802 235 614 849 27.4 519 419 335 67 227 2105 67.9

Opponents Averages
Games
Played

Points/
game FG Pct 3FG

Pct FT Pct Rebounds/
game

Assists/
game

Turnovers/
game

Assist/Turnover
ratio

Steals/
game

Blocks/
game

31 69.9 46.7 35.1 72.0 33.7 13.3 14.3 0.9 5.7 2.8

MERCYHURST STATISTICS (2024-25)

OPPONENT STATISTICS (2024-25)
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HURST PLAYER STATS

2025-26 GAME BY GAME

1 SEAN LANG 
Guard | Gr. | 6-3 | New Market, Md. | Linganore

CAREER STATS

3  CAMERON JOHNSON
Guard | Jr. | 6-5 | Shepherdstown, W. Va. | Jefferson / Lake Erie

2  BRADY CONNER
Guard | Fr. | 6-6 | Bellbrook, Ohio | Archbishop Alter

CAREER STATS

2025-26 GAME BY GAME

CAREER STATS

2025-26 GAME BY GAME

4  BERNIE BLUNT III
Guard | Gr. | 5-11 | Morgantown, Pa. | Peddie School / Edinboro / Quinnipiac

CAREER STATS

2025-26 GAME BY GAME
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HURST PLAYER STATS

2025-26 GAME BY GAME

7 DESHAUN JACKSON JR.
Guard | So. | 6-2 | Covington, Ky. | Newport

CAREER STATS

11 JAKE LEMELMAN
Guard | So. | 6-2 | Newton, Mass. | The MacDuffie School

CAREER STATS

2025-26 GAME BY GAME

2025-26 GAME BY GAME

5 MYKOLAS IVANAUSKAS
Forward | So. | 6-8 | Chicago, Ill. | Sunrise Christian Academy

CAREER STATS

10  CHRISTIAN GAMBLE
Guard | Sr. | 6-0 | Silver Spring, Md. | Sidwell Friends School

CAREER STATS

2025-26 GAME BY GAME
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HURST PLAYER STATS

12 QADIR MARTIN
Forward | So. | 6-5 | Staten Island, N.Y. | St. Peter’s Boys

CAREER STATS

2025-26 GAME BY GAME

15 KADEN FUHRMANN
Guard | Gr. | 6-5 | Liberty Township, Ohio | Lakota East / Taylor

CAREER STATS

2025-26 GAME BY GAME

2025-26 GAME BY GAME

13 CHRIS LEMAN
Forward | Fr. | 6-9 | New Orleans, La. | Worcester Academy

CAREER STATS

21 EMILIS BUTKUS
Guard | Sr. | 6-6 | Klaipeda, Lithuania | Internationale Basketball Akademie / UC Irvine / Rollins 

CAREER STATS

2025-26 GAME BY GAME
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HURST PLAYER STATS

2025-26 GAME BY GAME

23 OR FARAN
Guard | Fr. | 6-5 | Givatayim, Israel | International School

CAREER STATS

33 VLADIMIR PAVLOVIC
Guard | Jr. | 6-2 | Herceg Novi, Boka Bay | Hoosac School / Cal Berkeley

CAREER STATS

2025-26 GAME BY GAME

34 JAMES THOMAS
Forward | Sr. | 6-6 | Sharpsville, Pa. | Sharpsville / Chatham

2025-26 GAME BY GAME

CAREER STATS


