
MARSHALL
2019 MATCH NOTES

NINE CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS - FOUR NCAA TOURNAMENT APPEARANCES - 74 AlL-CONFERENCE SELECTIONS

2019 SCHEDULE
jan. 16	 at (RV) kentucky		 l, 6-1
jan. 26	 vs. wright state		 1 p.m.
jan. 26	 vs. west virginia state	 5 p.m.
feb. 1	 vs. james madison	 4 p.m.
feb. 3	 vs. charlotte *		  11 a.m.
feb. 8	 vs. louisville		  4 p.m.
feb. 10	 at virginia tech		  6 p.m.
feb. 15	 vs. furman		  4 p.m.
feb. 17	 vs. penn state		  11 a.m.
mar. 1	 at fiu *			   noon
mar. 2	 vs.  north texas *#	 tba
mar. 10	 at west virginia		  noon
mar. 15	 vs. middle tennessee *	 4 p.m.
mar. 16	 vs. uab *		  1 p.m.
mar. 22	 at new orleans		  tba
mar. 23	 at tulane		  2 p.m.
mar, 30	 vs. cincinnati %		  noon
mar. 31	 at memphis		  11 a.m.
apr. 5	 at vcu			   2 p.m.
apr. 11	 at liberty		  2 p,m.
apr. 14	 at old dominion *		 11 a.m.
apr. 17-20        conference usa tournament ^
MAY 16-25	              NCAA TOURNAMENT !
Home matches are in bold
* - denotes conference usa match
# - at miami, fla.
% - at ,memphis, tenn.
^ - conference usa tournament at miami, fla. (FIU)
! - NCAA TOURNAMENT AT SITES TBD

M   A   T   C   H             t   w   0

wright state (0-0, 0-0 Horizon league) at Marshall (0-1, 0-0 c-usa)
january 26, 2019 - 1 p.m.

huntington tennis club - huntington, w.va.
wright state raiders MARSHALL THUNDERING HERD

head coach:	              eric burns (fourth season)
overall record:			                288-161
record at wright state:		                  56-35
assistant coaches: 	      Ben roeser and paul jarzynka
returning/lost				     7/1
newcomers:				         1
2018 record:		             20-12 (7-2 horizon)
conference tournament:	                          semifinals 
		                                          (l, 4-1, vs. uic)
postseason:		                   did not qualifY

head coach:	              john mercer (17th season)
overall record:			               246-154
record at marshall:		                  same
assistant coach: 	     jason winegar (second season)
returning/lost				     1/5
newcomers:				        5
2018 record:		                   3-20 (0-4 c-usa)
conference tournament:	                        first round 
		               (l, 4-2, vs. florida atlantic)
postseason:		                   did not qualifY

WHAT TO KNOW...
•	 Marshall women’s tennis begins its home slate Saturday afternoon and evening with a doubleheader against Wright State and 

West Virginia State.
•	 This is the first meeting between Marshall and Wright State.
•	 Saturday’s doubleheader marks the first two matches of a five-match homestand for the Thundering Herd.
•	 Head coach John Mercer is Marshall’s all-time leader in wins (246) and is entering his 17th season as the head coach of the 

Thundering Herd.
•	 Victoria Walter became the first Marshall player to reach double-digit wins this season (fall and spring) and was the only player 

to earn a win against (RV) Kentucky.
•	 Marshall has four players making their home debut Saturday.
•	 This is the fourth consecutive season that Marshall will play in a doubleheader. All four doubleheaders have included at least one 

home match with three of them, including this one, having both matches at home.
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Marshall Sports Information
Women’s Tennis SID: Kieran Intemann (Marshall ‘19)
Phone: (980) 422-7882 (cell)
Email: intemann@marshall.edu

All interview requests must be coordinated through the 
Marshall sports information department. To schedule an 
interview, please contact Kieran Intemann at one of the 
above means provided. Be advised that class schedules, 
practice and travel may impact availability and are  
subject to change.

FALL 2018 HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Marshall’s roster is the youngest in  

Conference USA in terms of experience. The Herd had 
no seniors or juniors on its fall roster and just one 
sophomore.

•	 Marshall entered the season as the only school in 
Conference USA with no juniors or seniors on its roster.

•	 Head coach John Mercer signed three freshmen for 
the 2018-19 season: Madi Ballow (Dallas, Texas), Liz 
Stefancic (Aurora, Ill.) and Victoria Walter  
(Vienna, Austria).

•	 Victoria Walter tied the Marshall freshman record 
for most singles wins during a fall season with nine 
(Rachael Morales, 2013).

•	 Each of Marshall’s three newcomers won at least six 
singles matches over the course of the fall season, 
marking the first time since 2011 that three freshmen 
had five or more singles wins in a fall season at 
Marshall (Kai Broomfield, Ellie Ball,  
Maria Voscekova).

•	 Walter and Liz Stefancic each qualified for the main 
draw of the ITA Atlantic Regional after winning two 
qualifying rounds.

•	 Walter reached the second round of the regional 
tournament.

•	 Walter reached the finals of her singles bracket at the 
Hokie Fall Invite.

•	 Stefancic finished in third place in her singles bracket 
at the Hokie Fall Invite.

•	 Anna Smith won the consolation bracket of her singles 
flight at the Hokie Fall Invite.

•	 Marshall defeated a total of six opponents from schools 
in the Power Five conferences: three from West Virginia, 
two from Penn State and one from Iowa State.

•	 Marshall added two players for the spring season: 
Daniela Dankanych (Uzhgorod, Ukraine) and Matilde 
Mulatero (Givoletto, Italy).

PROJECTED LINEUP
based on lineup from marshall’s previous match at (RV) kentucky

1

6

5

4

3

2

anna smith

madi ballow

victoria walter

liz stefancic

daniela dankanych

matilde mulatero

sophomore - venetia, pa.

freshman - dallas, texas

freshman - vienna, austria

freshman - aurora, ill.

junior - uzhgorod, ukraine

freshman - givoletto, italy

•	 Tied Marshall freshman record for wins during a fall 
season (nine)

•	 C-USA Player of the Week (Jan. 23)
•	 Defeated Kentucky’s Lesedi Jacobs in first match

•	 Lone returning player for Marshall
•	 Led Herd in singles wins (11), doubles wins (11) and 

overall wins (22) in 2018 dual match season
•	 Won consolation bracket at Hokie Fall Invite

•	 Qualified for main draw at regionals
•	 Won six matches during her fall season, including 

wins over WVU and Penn State
•	 2017 Illinois Class AA Doubles State Champion

•	 Won six matches during fall season
•	 Won at least one doubles match at every  

tournament in the fall
•	 Former top-100 recruit out of high school (83rd)

•	 Returns to the program after missing the last two 
semesters

•	 Six singles wins in each of her first three semesters
•	 Clinched win over C-USA foe Old Dominion in 2017

•	 Joined the program in January
•	 12 singles wins in native Italy in spring 2018 season
•	 56 singles wins over the last three years in Italy



MARSHALL WOMEN’S TENNIS MATCH NOTES					     3   			     		  MATCH TWO - VS. WRIGHT STATE

MARSHALL vs. ITA RANKED OPPONENTS UNDER JOHN MERCER

DATE	 OPPONENT		  RANK	 RESULT
Feb. 23, 2018	 vs. FIU		  33	 L, 4-0
Mar. 3, 2018	 Old Dominion		  35	 L, 7-0
Apr. 9, 2017	 at Rice		  37	 L, 4-1
Mar. 11, 2017	 Maryland		  38	 L, 4-3
Jan. 18, 2017	 Kentucky		  20	 L, 4-0
Apr. 16, 2016	 Old Dominion		  68	 W, 5-2
Apr. 3, 2016	 at Winthrop		  68	 L, 6-1
Mar. 20, 2016	 at William & Mary		 30	 W- forfeit
Mar,. 4, 2016	 FIU		  48	 L, 4-3
Feb. 21, 2016	 Rice		  29	 L, 4-3
Feb. 19, 2016	 Virginia Tech		  45	 L, 5-2
Jan. 31, 2016	 vs. South Carolina		  28	 L. 4-0
Jan. 23, 2016	 vs. Yale		  68	 W, 4-3
Jan. 22, 2016	 vs. Tulsa		  48	 L, 4-0
Apr. 19, 2015	 vs. Rice		  30	 L, 4-1
Apr. 18, 2015	 vs. Old Dominion		  66	 W, 4-3
Apr. 10, 2015	 at Old Dominion		  71	 L, 7-0
Apr. 5, 2015	 William & Mary		  52	 W, 4-2
Apr. 3, 2015	 DePaul		  38	 W, 5-2
Mar. 22, 2015	 at Houston		  48	 L, 5-2
Mar. 18	 at Rice		  55	 L, 5-2
Mar. 2, 2015	 Utah		  73	 L, 4-3
Feb. 22, 2015	 at Virginia Tech		  50	 L, 6-1
Feb. 15, 2015	 Minnesota		  72	 W, 4-3
Feb. 12, 2015	 Louisville		  66	 W, 5-2
Jan. 25, 2015	 vs. UC Irvine		  74	 L, 4-1
Jan. 24, 2015	 at UCLA		  1	 L, 4-0
Apr. 19, 2014	 vs. Tulsa		  19	 L, 4-2
Apr. 11, 2014	 at Louisville		  55	 L, 4-3
Apr. 4, 2014	 at Winthrop		  62	 L, 4-3
Mar. 20, 2014	 at BYU		  71	 L, 5-2
Mar. 18, 2014	 at Utah		  27	 L, 5-2
Mar. 8, 2014	 Liberty		  74	 W, 7-0
Mar. 1, 2014	 at Indiana		  53	 L, 6-1
Feb. 14, 2014	 at Penn State		  57	 W, 4-3
Feb. 2, 2014	 Virginia Tech		  52	 L, 5-2
Apr. 19, 2013	 vs. Tulsa		  24	 L, 4-0
Mar. 31, 2013	 VCU		  38	 L, 4-1
Mar. 24, 2013	 vs. SMU		  50	 L, 5-2
Mar. 15, 2013	 vs. Tulane		  50	 L, 4-1
Mar. 11, 2013	 at Virginia Tech		  63	 L, 4-3
Feb. 17, 2013	 Penn State		  48	 L, 6-1
Feb. 9, 2013	 Purdue		  26	 L, 6-1
Feb. 3, 2013	 Indiana		  51	 L, 6-1
Apr. 20, 2012	 at Memphis		  64	 L, 4-0
Apr. 7, 2012	 vs. Tulsa		  26	 L, 6-1
Mar. 31, 2012	 at VCU		  50	 L, 4-1
Feb. 24, 2012	 at Penn State		  61	 L, 5-2
Feb. 19, 2012	 at Purdue		  41	 L, 7-0
Jan. 29, 2012	 vs. VCU		  34	 L, 5-1
Jan. 28, 2012	 at North Carolina		  8	 L, 7-0
Apr. 23, 2011	 vs. SMU		  33	 L, 4-1
Apr. 3, 2011	 VCU		  33	 L, 4-3
Feb. 19, 2011	 at William & Mary		 67	 W, 4-2
Feb. 12, 2011	 at Virginia		  25	 L, 6-1
Jan. 30, 2011	 vs. Dartmouth		  61	 W, 6-0
Jan. 29, 2011	 vs. Vanderbilt		  19	 L, 4-0
Jan. 21, 2011	 Minnesota		  72	 W, 4-3
Apr. 25, 2010	 at Tulsa		  35	 L, 4-1
Apr. 24, 2010	 vs. SMU		  27	 W, 4-2
Apr. 4, 2010	 at William & Mary		 59	 L, 6-1
Mar. 28, 2010	 vs. Tulsa		  37	 L, 4-3
Mar. 24, 2010	 at San Diego		  75	 L, 5-2
Mar. 8, 2010	 Virginia		  27	 L, 6-1
Mar. 6, 2010	 at Princeton		  44	 L, 5-2
Feb. 27, 2010	 at Middle Tennessee	 75	 W, 5-1
Feb. 20, 2010	 vs. Boise State		  42	 W, 5-2
Feb. 13, 2010	 Virginia Tech		  49	 W, 5-2
Feb. 11, 2010	 at Kentucky		  31	 W, 6-1
Feb. 7, 2010	 Miami (Ohio)		  71	 W, 6-1
Apr. 18, 2009	 vs. Tulsa		  38	 L, 4-3
Apr. 8, 2009	 at Virginia Tech		  62	 L, 4-3
Mar. 22, 2009	 Auburn		  45	 L, 7-0
Mar. 20, 2009	 William & Mary		  46	 L, 4-3
Mar. 7, 2009	 at Old Dominion		  55	 L, 4-3
Mar. 6, 2009	 at VCU		  41	 L, 5-2
Mar. 1, 2009	 at Michigan State		  70	 W, 4-3
Feb. 21, 2009	 at Virginia		  29	 L, 5-2
Feb. 14, 2009	 vs. Washington		  36	 L, 4-3
Feb. 13, 2009	 at Minnesota		  66	 L, 4-3
Feb. 9, 2009	 South Alabama		  56	 W, 5-2
Feb. 2, 2009	 at Georgia		  6	 L, 5-0
Feb. 1, 2009	 vs. FIU		  57	 W, 5-1

137 MATCHES, 36-101 RECORD

DATE	 OPPONENT		  RANK	 RESULT
Jan. 17, 2009	 Kentucky		  23	 L, 4-3
Apr. 20, 2008	 vs. Tulsa		  48	 L, 4-1
Apr. 19, 2008	 at Rice		  64	 W, 4-3
Apr. 11, 2008	 at Louisville		  39	 W, 5-2
Apr. 9, 2008	 Virginia Tech		  56	 W, 4-3
Mar. 27, 2008	 at South Alabama		  52	 L, 6-1
Mar. 26, 2008	 at Auburn		  33	 L, 6-1
Mar. 21, 2008	 at William & Mary		 25	 L, 7-0
Mar. 15, 2008	 at Boston College		  71	 L, 4-3
Mar. 1, 2008	 VCU		  25	 L, 6-0
Feb. 9, 2008	 vs. Yale		  73	 W, 5-2
Feb. 2, 2008	 at NC State		  37	 L, 6-1
Jan. 26, 2008	 at Virginia		  39	 W, 6-1
Jan. 19, 2008	 at Kentucky		  34	 L, 6-1
Apr. 22, 2007	 at Tulsa		  44	 L, 4-0
Apr. 12, 2007	 at LSU		  29	 L, 6-1
Mar. 27, 2007	 at Virginia Tech		  69	 L, 6-1
Mar. 9, 2007	 at VCU		  15	 L, 4-3
Feb. 28, 2007	 at South Carolina		  38	 L, 6-1
Feb. 25, 2007	 South Alabama		  74	 W, 5-2
Feb. 16, 2007	 at William & Mary		 12	 L, 7-0
Feb. 9, 2007	 at Penn		  37	 L, 5-2
Feb. 3, 2007	 Virginia		  27	 L, 5-2
Jan. 27, 2007	 at Kentucky		  19	 L, 4-3
Mar. 31, 2006	 at Louisville		  72	 W, 4-3
Mar. 26, 2006	 William & Mary		  20	 L, 6-1
Mar. 21, 2006	 vs. Denver		  45	 W, 4-3
Mar. 15, 2006	 at Georgia		  15	 L, 6-1
Mar. 11, 2006	 at South Alabama		  66	 W, 4-3
Feb. 26, 2006	 at NC State		  40	 L, 5-2
Feb. 22, 2006	 at Virginia		  69	 L, 4-3
Jan. 21, 2006	 Kentucky		  13	 L, 5-2
May 13, 2005	 at Kentucky		  4	 L, 4-0
May 1, 2005	 vs. Western Michigan	 55	 W, 4-1
Mar. 25, 2005	 at Western Michigan	 55	 L, 4-3
Mar. 20, 2005	 at San Diego		  68	 L, 5-2
Feb. 20, 2005	 South Alabama		  27	 L, 5-2
Jan. 25, 2005	 at Kentucky		  4	 L, 6-1
May 14, 2004	 vs. Florida State		  26	 L, 4-2
Apr. 7, 2004	 at South Carolina		  33	 L, 5-2
Mar. 28, 2004	 at Middle Tennessee	 68	 W, 4-3
Mar. 16, 2004	 at UC Irvine		  66	 W, 6-1
Mar. 14, 2004	 at Long Beach State	 56	 L, 4-3
Feb. 14, 2004	 at SMU		  43	 W, 5-2
Jan. 31, 2004	 at Virginia		  63	 L, 4-3
Jan. 24, 2004	 at Kentucky		  16	 L, 5-2
May 9, 2003	 vs. South Alabama		 16	 L, 4-2
Apr. 1, 2003	 at Virginia Tech		  69	 L, 4-3
Mar. 22, 2003	 at TCU		  56	 W, 4-3
Feb. 2, 2003	 vs. Washington		  6	 L, 7-0
Feb. 1, 2003	 at Minnesota		  29	 L, 6-1
Jan. 25, 2003	 Kentucky		  12	 L, 7-0
Jan. 24, 2003	 Virginia		  35	 L, 6-1
Jan. 19, 2003	 at William & Mary		 8	 L, 7-0
CURRENT ITA TOP 25
1. Stanford (10 first-place votes)
2. Vanderbilt
3. North Carolina
4. Duke
5. Gerogia
6. Texas
7. Pepperdine
8. UCLA
9. Michigan
10. Oklahoma State
11. Florida
12. Ole Miss
13. Georgia Tech
14. South Carolina
15. Florida State
16. Kansas
17. Miami (Fla.)
18. Illinois
19. Texas Tech
20. Northwestern
21. Virginia
22. UCF
23. Tulsa
24. Syracuse
25. Kentucky
Receiving Votes (alphabetical): Auburn, NC State
**ITA rankings will revert to the computer rankings following the indoor  
championships in February.	

HAVE YOU HERD?
•	 Marshall and Wright State are meeting for the first time in program 

history.
•	 Marshall is seeking its first win over a Horizon League opponent since ().
•	 Head coach John Mercer is four wins shy of recording his 250th career 

victory at Marshall. Mercer already holds the school record for most wins 
by a women’s tennis head coach at Marshall (246).

SCOUTING THE OPPPONENT
•	 Wright State will begin its 2019 dual match season on Friday with a home 

contest against Chicago State. The Raiders will then make the trip to 
Huntington for a quick turnaround match against the Thundering Herd.

•	 Head coach Eric Burns is now in his fourth seson at the helm for the Raid-
ers after previously leading the now-defunct squad at Purdue Fort Wayne.

•	 Wright State returns seven players from its 2017-18 team that won 20 
games and made the semifinals of the Horizon League Tournament, 
including all-conference performer Haily Morgan.

YOUTH MOVEMENT
•	 Marshall entered the fall season as the only team in Conference USA to 

not have a junior or senior on its roster. While that stat has changed, 
the Herd still boasts the youngest roster in Conference USA in terms of 
experience, as four of its six players are freshmen, while the Herd returns 
just one player from its 2017-18 team.

•	 Marshall’s three freshmen who played in the fall each made an impact 
on the court and etched their names into the record books. Victoria Walter 
tied Rachael Morales’ mark for most singles wins by a freshman in a fall 
season with nine, while Liz Stefancic and Madi Ballow won six matches 
apiece, which is tied for ninth in school history for wins in a fall season 
by a freshman. Walter and Stefancic each made it through qualifiers at 
the ITA Atlantic Regional, with Walter reaching the second round of the 
tournament.

•	 Anna Smith, the Herd’s lone returning player from the 2017-18 team, 
continued her development from last season to this season with seven 
singles wins, a five-win improvement from her win total during the fall 
2017 season.

WELCOME BACK
•	 A familiar face has returned to the courts in Huntington, as Daniela 

Dankanych will make her Marshall return Wednesday after missing the last 
two semesters for the Herd. 

•	 Dankanych won six singles matches in each of her first three semesters 
at Marshall and has a combined 36 wins in her career (18 singles, 18 
doubles).

MAKING HISTORY
•	 Matilde Mulatero made school history last week against (RV) Kentucky as 

the first Italian to ever play for the Herd. Mulatero is from Givoletto, which 
is about 15 miles northwest of Turin. Mulatero will also become the first 
freshman to join the team mid-season since Derya Turhan did so prior to 
the 2014 spring season.

TEAM NOTES: WHAT TO KNOW
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2019 SCHEDULE
Regular season	
DATE			   OPPONENT			   TIME		  SERIES HISTORY	 LAST MEETING
Jan. 16			   at Kentucky			   L, 6-1		  Kentucky leads, 14-2	 Jan. 16, 2019 - Kentucky won 6-1
Jan. 26			   Wright State			   1 p.m.		  Marshall leads, 4-0	 Jan. 20, 2006 - Marshall won 7-0
Jan. 26			   West Virginia State			   5 p.m.		  Marshall leads, 3-0	 Mar. 31, 2018 - Marshall won 7-0
Feb. 1			   James Madison			   4 p.m.		  Marshall leads, 4-1	 Mar. 18, 2017 - Marshall won 5-2
Feb. 3			   Charlotte				    11 a.m.		  Marshall leads, 9-1	 Mar. 25, 2016 - Marshall won 5-2
Feb. 8			   Louisville				    4 p.m.		  Marshall leads, 10-6	 Feb. 16, 2018 - Louisville won 4-0
Feb. 10			   at Virginia Tech			   6 p.m.		  Virginia Tech leads, 15-9	 Feb. 9, 2018 - Virginia Tech won 6-1
Feb. 15			   Furman				    4 p.m.		  Furman leads, 4-1	 Mar. 22, 1997 - Marshall won 7-2
Feb. 17			   Penn State			   11 a.m.		  Marshall leads, 10-7	 Feb. 11, 2018 - Penn State won 5-2
Mar. 1			   at FIU				    Noon		  FIU leads, 4-1	 Feb. 24, 2018 - FIU won 4-0
Mar. 2			   vs. North Texas			   TBA		  North Texas leads, 1-0	 Feb. 25, 2018 - North Texas won, 4-0
Mar. 10			   at West Virginia			   Noon		  Marshall leads, 16-6	 Mar. 31, 2018 - West Virginia won 4-3
Mar. 15			   Middle Tennessee			   4 p.m.		  Marshall leads, 10-1	 Apr. 7, 2018 - Middle Tennessee won 4-3
Mar. 16			   UAB				    1 p.m.		  First meeting	 First meeting
Mar. 22			   at New Orleans			   TBA		  First meeting	 First meeting
Mar. 23			   at Tulane				    2 p.m.		  Tulane leads, 1-0	 Mar. 15, 2013 - Tulane won 4-1
Mar. 30			   vs. Cincinnati			   Noon		  Marshall leads, 21-1	 Mar. 2, 2018 - Marshall won 4-3
Mar. 31			   at Memphis			   11 a.m.		  Tied, 1-1	 Apr. 20, 2012 - Memphis won 4-0
Apr. 5			   at VCU				    2 p.m.		  VCU leads, 11-0	 Mar. 4, 2018 - VCU won 4-3
Apr. 11			   at Liberty				   2 p.m.		  Marshall leads, 5-1	 Apr. 12, 2018 - Liberty won 5-2
Apr. 14			   at Old Dominion			   11 a.m.		  Marshall leads, 10-8	 Mar. 3, 2018 - Old Dominion won 7-0

POSTSEASON	
date			   round					     time 	 notes
Apr. 17			   Conference USA Tournament First Round		  TBA	 Last reached: 2018 (L vs. Florida Atlantic, 4-2)
Apr. 18			   Conference USA Tournament Quarterfinals		  TBA	 Last reached: 2017 (L vs. Western Kentucky, 4-3)
Apr. 19			   Conference USA Tournament Semifinals		  TBA	 Last reached: 2015 (W vs. Old Dominion, 4-3)
Apr. 20			   Conference USA Tournament Finals			  TBA	 Last reached: 2015 (L vs. Rice, 4-1)
May 16			   NCAA Tournament First Round			   TBA	 Last reached: 2005 (L vs. Florida State, 4-2)
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JOHN MERCER
HEAD COACH - 17TH SEASON
PENN STATE ‘85 - TEXAS ‘88

246 3
CAREER WINS CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS

54
ALL-CONFERENCE SELECTIONS

	 Marshall head tennis coach John Mercer’s run at the school can be described as nothing short of remarkable. Mercer, now in 
his 17th season at the helm of the Thundering Herd, is the school’s all-time leader in wins with 246 and has posted a record of at least 
.500 in 15 of his first 16 seasons.
	 Mercer took Marshall to the NCAA Tournament in each of his first three seasons as head coach, also a first for the program, 
and has coached 54 all-conference selections during his tenure, including 45 during Marshall’s current tenure in Conference USA. Prior 
to Mercer’s arrrival, Marshall had just one NCAA Tournament appearance and 19 all-conference selections.
	 Following three consecutive Mid-American Conference regular season and tournament championships, Marshall moved to 
Conference USA prior to the 2005-06 season. In Marshall’s first 13 seasons in the conference, Mercer has led the Thundering Herd to 
186 wins, an average of more than 14 wins per season. The Herd has garnered a spot in the ITA’s final rankings six times during that 
span and has reached the finals of the conference tournament four times, while reaching at least the quarterfinals in 12 of the 13 
seasons.
	 During Mercer’s tenure at Marshall, the Thundering Herd has found profound success on the court against opponents from 
Power Five conferences. Marshall has defeated the likes of Pitt, Louisville, Virginia Tech and Virginia from the ACC, Penn State, Ohio 
State, Michigan State, Wisconsin and Minnesota from the Big Ten, West Virginia, TCU and Iowa State from the Big 12, Washington State 
from the Pac 12 and Kentucky from the SEC.
	 Mercer’s tenure has also resulted in five conference players of the year, one freshman of the year and one newcome of the 
year.
	 Mercer, the 2005 ITA East Region Coach of the Year, sits just four wins shy of becoming the first coach in school history to 
reach 250 wins.

MERCER BY THE NUMBERS

246
Career wins, the most in school history.

64
Wins over Power Five conference opponents.

3
Conference championships and NCAA Tournament 

appearances.

1
Conference Newcomer of the Year and Conference 

Freshman of the Year selections.

5
Conference Player of the Year  

selections.

.617
Career win percentage, second  

highest in school history (min. 5 seasons).

54
All-conference selections, most under any 

Marshall head coach.

4
Wins away from becoming the first Marshall 

coach to reach 250 career wins.

MERCER SEASON-BY-SEASON
2003 - 19-8 overall record, MAC Champions (regular season and tournament)*
2004 - 22-5 overall record, MAC Champions (regular season and tournament)*
2005 - 19-8 overall record, MAC Champions (tournament)*
2006 - 18-7 overall record, C-USA quarterfinals
2007 - 16-12 overall record, C-USA runner-up
2008 - 17-9 overall record, C-USA runner-up
2009 - 14-11 overall record, C-USA semifinals
2010 - 19-7 overall record, C-USA runner-up
2011 - 18-6 overall record, C-USA quarterfinals
2012 - 13-10 overall record, C-USA quarterfinals
2013 - 13-11 overall record, C-USA quarterfinals
2014 - 14-8 overall record, C-USA semifinals
2015 - 16-10 overall record, C-USA runner-up
2016 - 11-11 overall record, C-USA quarterfinals
2017 - 14-10 overall record, C-USA quarterfinals
2018 - 3-20 overall record, C-USA first round
2019 - 0-1 overall record
*NCAA Tournament appearances in 2003, 2004 and 2005.
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MADI BALLOW
FRESHMAN - DALLAS, TEXAS
iUNIVERSITY PREp GRAPEVINE

9 6
CAREER WINS SINGLES WINS

3
DOUBLES WINS

BALLOW BY THE NUMBERS

6
Singles wins during the fall campaign, placing in 

the top 10 for a freshman season.

3
Doubles wins during the fall season, tied for the 

most on the team for the season.

3
Singles wins in straight sets.

4
One of four freshmen on the roster.

83
Ranked as the 83rd-best recruit in the country by 

the Tennis Recruiting Network.

5
Five of six singles wins came against opponents 

from the Atlantic region.

3
Three of her losses came in third sets or 

tiebreakers.

9
Ballow’s six singles wins is tied for the ninth-most 

for a freshman during a fall season  
in school history.

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Won six singles matches during the fall season, which ranks in the top 10 for most wins by a freshman in her fall 

season (T-9).
•	 Three of six singles wins came in straight sets.
•	 Had a 5-4 record against opponents from the Atlantic region.
•	 Comes to Marshall as a four-star recruit ranked 83rd in the country.
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daniela dankanych
uzhgorod, ukraine

36 18
CAREER WINS SINGLES WINS

18
DOUBLES WINS

DANKANYCH BY THE NUMBERS

36
Dankanych has 36 career wins, which ranks 

second among active Marshall players.

6
Six singles wins during each of her three 

semesters.

2
One of two players who are joining for the  

spring season (Mulatero).

5
Five career singles wins over opponents from the 

Atlantic region.

3
One of three international players on the roster.

1
Only player on the roster to have reached a 
quarterfinal match of the C-USA tournament.

2
One of two players to have dual match  

experience (Smith.)

2
Did not play in either of the last two  

semesters (undisclosed).

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Rejoins the program after sitting out the last two semesters (undisclosed).
•	 Won 36 combined matches over her first three semesters.
•	 Only player on the roster who is not a sophomore or freshman.
•	 Clinched win over C-USA foe Old Dominion in 2017.
•	 Won 11 total matches during her last semester (six singles, five doubles wins in fall 2017).
•	 Won multiple singles matches at each of the three tournaments she competed in during the fall 2017 season.
•	 Won her only completed match during 2017 Conference USA tournament.
•	 Made season debut against (RV) Kentucky, falling in a super tiebreak at the No. 5 position.
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matilde mulatero
givoletto, italy

0 0
CAREER WINS SINGLES WINS

0
DOUBLES WINS

MULATERO BY THE NUMBERS

56
Singles wins over the last three seasons in her 

native Italy.

3
One of three international players on the roster.

1
Only player on the roster to have never competed 

in a college tennis match prior to the spring.

2
One of two players to join for the  

spring season (Dankanych).

1
First Italian to suit up for the Thundering Herd.

12
Singles wins in Italy during the course of the 

spring 2018 season.

4
One of four freshmen on the roster

1
Lone freshman to join the program mid-season.

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Joined the program in January and is immediately eligible.
•	 Made her collegiate debut against (RV) Kentucky, dropping matches in both the singles and doubles competition.
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ANNA SMITH
SOPHOMORE - VENETIA, PA.
PENNSYLVANIA CYBER HS

39 20
CAREER WINS SINGLES WINS

19
DOUBLES WINS

SMITH BY THE NUMBERS

1
Smith is the lone returning player from the 

2017-18 team.

8
Smith had an eight-match win streak that 

spanned over a month during the 2018 spring 
season.

7
Singles wins during the fall season, a new  

career high.

2
Wins over opponents from Power Five conference 

schools during the fall season  
(West Virginia, Penn State).

5
Wins over opponents from the Atlantic region 

during the fall season.

5
Singles wins in straight sets during the fall 
season, tied for the second on the team.

22
Led Marshall with 22 combined wins during the 
2018 spring season (11 singles, 11 doubles).

32
Smith reached the Round of 32 at the  

2017 ITA Atlantic Regional.

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Marshall’s lone returning player from the 2017-18 team.
•	 Had a 7-4 singles record during the fall season, the second-highest mark on the team.
•	 Won five matches in straight sets during the fall seaason.
•	 Defeated opponents from West Virginia and Penn State during the fall season, with both wins coming at the Hokie 

Fall Invite.
•	 Won the consolation bracket of her singles flight at the Hokie Fall Invite.
•	 Posted a winning record at each of Marshall’s three invitational tournaments.
•	 Came to Marshall prior to the 2017-18 season as a four-star recruit ranked 51st in the country.
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LIZ STEFANCIC
FRESHMAN - AURORA, ILL.
WEST AURORA HS

9 6
CAREER WINS SINGLES WINS

3
DOUBLES WINS

STEFANCIC BY THE NUMBERS

6
Singles wins during the fall season.

5
Wins in straight sets, tied for the second-highest 

mark on the team.

4
One of four freshmen on the roster.

2
Wins over opponents from Power Five conference 

schools during the fall season  
(West Virginia, Penn State).

114
Ranked as the 114th-best recruit by the  

Tennis Recruiting Network.

32
Reached the Round of 32 in the  

2018 ITA Atlantic Regional doubles draw  
(w/Anna Smith)

4
Wins over opponents from the Atlantic region.

129
Won 129 matches during her high school career, 

including an Illinois Class 2A Doubles  
State Championship.

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Won six matches in her first fall season with the Herd.
•	 Five of her six wins came in straight sets, tied for the second-highest mark on the team.
•	 Reached the second round of the doubles draw at the ITA Atlantic Regional.
•	 Won a pair of matches to qualify for the main singles draw at the ITA Atlantic Regional.
•	 Reached the semifinals of her singles flight at the Hokie Fall Invite.
•	 Defeated opponents from West Virginia (ITA Atlantic Regional qualifying) and Penn State (Hokie Fall Invite).
•	 Comes to Marshall as a four-star recruit ranked 114th in the country.
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VICTORIA WALTER
FRESHMAN - VIENNA, AUSTRIA

13 10
CAREER WINS SINGLES WINS

3
DOUBLES WINS

WALTER BY THE NUMBERS

9
Singles wins during the fall season, tying a 

Marshall freshman record.

6
Wins in straight sets during the fall season, the 

most on the team.

3
Wins over opponents from Power Five conference 

schools this season 
(West Virginia, Iowa State, Kentucky).

4
One of four freshmen on the roster.

2
Finished second in her singles flight at the  

Hokie Fall Invite.

1
Walter was named Conference USA Player of the 
Week for the first time in her career last week.

3
Wins at the ITA Atlantic Regional, including two 

qualifying matches, on her way to the  
Round of 32.

8
Wins in her first 10 matches at Marshall.

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Conference USA Player of the Week (Jan. 23)
•	 Tied a school record for most wins by a freshman during a fall season with nine (Rachael Morales, 2013).
•	 Reached the Round of 32 at the ITA Atlantic Regional after having to go through qualifiers.
•	 Runner-up in her singles flight at the Hokie Fall Invite.
•	 Posted a 5-2 record against opponents from the Atlantic region.
•	 Six of her nine singles wins came in straight sets, the most on the team.
•	 Won eight of her first 10 matches at Marshall.
•	 Comes to Marshall as an international recruit from Austria, the only international player in the Herd’s 2018  

recruiting class.
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Tennis Match Results
Marshall vs Kentucky
Jan. 16, 2019 at Lexington, Ky.
(Boone Tennis Center)

Kentucky 6, Marshall 1

Singles competition
1. Justina Mikulskyte (UK) def. Anna Smith (MAR) 6-2, 6-4
2. Akvile Parazinskaite (UK) def. Madi Ballow (MAR) 6-3, 6-2
3. Victoria Walter (MAR) def. Lesedi Jacobs (UK) 6-4, 3-6, 1-0 (10-8)
4. Tiphanie Fiquet (UK) def. Liz Stefancic (MAR) 6-4, 6-2
5. Diana Tkachenko (UK) def. Daniela Dankanych (MAR) 6-4, 5-7 (0-7), 1-0
6. Anastasia Tkachenko (UK) def. Matilde Mulatero (MAR) 6-2, 6-1

Doubles competition
1. Akvile Parazinskaite/Alexis Merrill (UK) vs. Madi Ballow/Liz Stefancic (MAR) 3-4, unfinished
2. Tiphanie Fiquet/Lesedi Jacobs (UK) def. Anna Smith/Victoria Walter (MAR) 6-2
3. Justina Mikulskyte/Anastasia Tkachenko (UK) def. Daniela Dankanych/Matilde Mulatero (MAR) 6-3

Match Notes:
Marshall 0-1
Kentucky 1-0
Order of finish: Doubles (2,3); Singles (4,2,1,3,6,5)

MATCH ONE: (RV) KENTUCKY 6, MARSHALL 1



MARSHALL WOMEN’S TENNIS MATCH NOTES					     13   			     		  MATCH TWO - VS. WRIGHT STATE

2018-19 STATISTICS


