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THE BEST OF THE BEST
The Big South Conference’s head coaches and

select media members selected the preseason All-

Conference team for 2017-2018.

PROJECTIONS
The Big South Conference preseason poll, released on 

Tuesday, tabbed Gardner-Webb to finish fifth in the 

10-team league.

FACTS & FIGURES
Quick facts and basic knowledge regarding the 2017-

2018 Gardner-Webb men’s basketball team.

THE STAFF
Head coach Tim Craft enters his fifth season with a 

veteran staff.

2017-2018 ROSTER
Where the Runnin’ Bulldogs are from and other basic 

information you need to know heading into November. 

Pronunciations. Heights. Weights. Hometowns.

THE PLAYERS
Comprehensive information on each of the 2017-2018 

Gardner-Webb team members. From the team’s three 

seniors to the newest ‘Dogs.
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VETERAN TEAM
GWU returns 10 of its 12 scholarship letterwinners from last season,

with senior Jamaal Robateau among the most experienced.

INSIDE
ISSUE #89 « OCT 2017

Head coach Tim Craft has won 74 games in his first three seasons as 

Gardner-Webb’s head coach, one of the top marks in Big South history.



the season
ahead

GARDNER-WEBB BASKETBALL

Gardner-Webb will play 13 home games in 3,500-seat Paul Porter Arena, including four of its 

final seven Big South Conference games and regular season finale.

Center L’Hassane Niangane enters his senior season as one of the 

top interior defenders in the Big South Conference. He led GWU in 

blocked shots as a junior in 2016-2017.

2017-2018 SCHEDULE
Date	 Opponent	 Location
11/10	 at Miami	 Coral Gables, FL
11/13	 at #7 Florida	 Gainesville, FL
11/15	 at UCF	 Orlando, FL
11/18	 WARREN WILSON	 Boiling Springs
11/21	 BREVARD	 Boiling Springs
11/24	 at Wright State	 Dayton, OH
11/25	 vs. Fairfield	 Dayton OH
11/26	 vs. Jacksonville	 Dayton, OH
12/02	 USC UPSTATE	 Boiling Springs
12/06	 at Auburn	 Auburn, AL
12/09	 at Maryland	 College Park, MD
12/17	 at Hampton	 Hampton, VA
12/20	 TOCCOA FALLS	 Boiling Springs
12/30	 LIBERTY *	 Boiling Springs
01/03	 at Campbell *	 Buies Creek, NC
01/06	 at Longwood *	 Farmville, VA
01/09	 HIGH POINT *	 Boiling Springs
01/12	 RADFORD *	 Boiling Springs
01/15	 at Winthrop *	 Rock Hill, SC
01/18	 PRESBYTERIAN *	 Boiling Springs
01/21	 at Charleston So. *	 Charleston, SC
01/24	 at UNC Asheville *	 Asheville, NC
01/27	 LONGWOOD *	 Boiling Springs
02/01	 at Radford *	 Radford, VA
02/03	 CHARLESTON SO. *	 Boiling Springs
02/07	 CAMPBELL *	 Boiling Springs
02/10	 at Liberty *	 Lynchburg, VA
02/15	 WINTHROP *	 Boiling Springs
02/18	 at High Point *	 High Point, NC
02/22	 at Presbyterian *	 Clinton, SC
02/24	 UNC ASHEVILLE *	 Boiling Springs

HOME GAMES IN BOLD / ALL CAPS
* Denotes Big South Conference Game
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 PRESEASON 

ALL-BIG SOUTH
FIRST TEAM

POS	 NAME	 SCHOOL      	                   YR              

G	 Chris Clemons	 Campbell	 Jr.

F	 Xavier Cooks	 Winthrop	 Sr.

F	 Ahmad Thomas	 UNC Asheville	 Sr.

G	 MaCio Teague	 UNC Asheville	 So.

G	 Christian Keeling	 Charleston Southern	 So.

SECOND TEAM

POS	 NAME	 SCHOOL      	                   YR              

F	 Ed Polite, Jr.	 Radford	 Jr

G	 Ryan Kemrite	 Liberty	 R-Sr.

G	 David Efianayi	 Gardner-Webb	 R-Jr.

G	 Kevin Vannatta	 UNC Asheville	 Sr.

G	 Georgie Pacheco-Ortiz	 Liberty	 So.



2017-2018 GARDNER-WEBB MEN’S BASKETBALL

@GWU_MBK 5

PRESEASON

POLL

05

RANK (FIRST-PLACE VOTES)	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7	 8	 9	 10	 TOTAL
1. UNC Asheville (23)	 23	 2	 2	 2	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 278

2. Winthrop (3)	 3	 13	 8	 3	 2	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 244

3. Liberty (1)	 1	 12	 12	 3	 1	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 241

4. Campbell (2)	 2	 1	 3	 8	 3	 3	 1	 -	 -	 -	 187

5. Gardner-Webb	 -	 1	 3	 5	 9	 5	 2	 4	 -	 -	 167

6. High Point	 -	 -	 1	 4	 5	 7	 9	 3	 -	 -	 146

7. Radford	 -	 -	 -	 4	 3	 10	 9	 3	 -	 -	 141

8. Charleston Southern	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 4	 6	 16	 3	 -	 98

9. Longwood	 -	 -	 -	 -	 1	 -	 -	 2	 19	 7	 57

10. Presbyterian	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 -	 7	 22	 56
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QUICK FACTS
GENERAL INFORMATION
Name of School:  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Gardner-Webb University
City/Zip: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      Boiling Springs, NC 28017
Founded: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                                1905
Enrollment:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                               4,900
Nickname/Mascot: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    Runnin’ Bulldogs
School Colors: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  Scarlet (PMS 187) & Black
Arena (Capacity):  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 Paul Porter Arena (3,500)
Conference:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                            Big South
Affiliation: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                          NCAA Division I
President: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  Dr. Frank Bonner (Furman ‘69)
Director of  Athletics:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           Chuck Burch (Gardner-Webb ‘79)
Athletics Phone: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                        (704) 406-4340
Ticket Office Phone: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (704) 406-4340
Athletics Website: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      gwusports.com
Athletics Twitter:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                        @gwusports
Athletics Instagram .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                        gwusports
Men’s Basketball Twitter:  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   @GWU_MBK

COACHING STAFF
Head Coach: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      Tim Craft (Florida ‘00)
Record At GWU:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     74-60 (5th Season)
Career Record:  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   74-60 (5th Season)
Men’s Basketball Office Phone:  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   (704) 406-4348
Best Time Of Day To Reach Craft: .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   Contact SID
Assistant Coach:  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Jeremy Luther (North Greenville ‘99)
Assistant Coach:  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Paul Hemrick (Georgia ‘09)
Assistant Coach:  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   DeAntoine Beasley (Tennessee Tech ‘04)
Director of  Operations:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Heath Greene (Gardner-Webb ‘13)
Athletic Training Contact: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                   John Marshall

ATHLETIC MEDIA RELATIONS
Assistant A.D. / Men’s Basketball Contact:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           Marc Rabb
Office Phone: .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   (704) 406-4355
Cell Phone:  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   (704) 974-3662
Email:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      mrabb@gardner-webb.edu
Director of  Sports Information: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 Ryan Bridges
Office Phone: .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   (704) 406-3523
Cell Phone:  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   (704) 472-7072
Email:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     rbridge1@gardner-webb.edu
Director of  New Media: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                     Eric Mangum
Office Phone: .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   (704) 406-3981
Email:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                    emangum@gardner-webb.edu
Graduate Assistant: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                        Reed Gray
Office Phone: .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   (704) 406-3981
Email:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                      jgray10@gardner-webb.edu
Media Relations Fax: .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   (704) 406-4739
Big South Network Play-by-Play: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .               Fabian Fuentes
Big South Network Analyst: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                Brendan Boylan
Big South Network Analyst: .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                  Tyler Helms
Media Relations Mailing Address: .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 110 S. Main Street
	 Boiling Springs, NC 28017

TEAM INFORMATION
2016-2017 Overall Record: .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 19-14 
2017-2017 Big South Conference Record:  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   11-7 (4th)
2017 Postseason:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                            None
Starters Returning / Lost: .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  4 / 2
Letterwinners Returning / Lost:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                   10 / 2

RETURNING STARTERS
	 G	 David Efianayi	 6-2	 190	 RJr.	 Orlando, Fla.

		  (12.6 points, 2.5 rebounds, HM All-Big South Conference)

	 C	 L’Hassane Niangane	 6-10	 245	 RSo.	 Chalon, France

		  (2.2 points, 3.5 rebounds, 1.0 blocks per game)

	 G	 Liam O’Reilly	 6-2	 180	 Sr.	 Austin, Texas

		  (8.1 points, 2.9 rebounds, 1.5 assists, 59 made 3-pt shots)

	 G	 Jamaal Robateau	 6-5	 180	 RSr.	 Sunshine Coast, Aus.

		  (9.5 points, 3.0 rebounds, 1.4 assists per game, 60 made 3-pt shots)

	
	OTHER RETURNING LETTERWINNERS
G/F	 Eric Jamison	 6-5	 185	 RSo.	 East Point, Ga.

		  (2.8 points, 1.3 rebounds, 0.3 assists)

	 G	 Justin Jenkins	 6-2	 200	 RSo.	 Knoxville, Tenn.

		  (1.4 points, 0.4 rebounds, 0.3 assists)

	 F	 D.J. Laster	 6-6	 225	 Jr.	 Pensacola, Fla.

		  (7.9 points, 3.7 rebounds, 51.2 FG%)

	 C	 Brandon Miller	 6-6	 240	 RJr.	 Orlando, Fla.

		  (5.4 points, 4.1 rebounds, 0.5 blocks per game)

	 G	 Christian Turner	 5-10	 180	 So.	 Atlanta, Ga.

		  (2.5 points, 1.1 rebounds)

	 F	 Patrick Zeck	 6-7	 225	 So.	 Atlanta, Ga.

		  (1.4 points, 1.3 rebounds)

STARTERS LOST
	 F	 Tyrell Nelson	 6-7	 230	 Sr.  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  (12.9 ppg)

	 G	 LaQuincy Rideau	 6-1	 204	 So. .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  (14.2 ppg)
	
NEWCOMERS
	 G	 Jaheam Cornwall	 6-0	 175	 Fr.	 Brooklyn, N.Y.
		  Putnam Science Academy (CT)
	 G	 Kaleb Hewitt	 5-10	 160	 Fr.	 Hickory, N.C.
	 	 Hickory HS
	 G	 Nate Johnson	 6-4	 180	 RFr.	 Miami, Fla.
		  McArthur HS
	 G	 Nick Morgan	 6-2	 180	 Fr.	 Bluefield, Va.

	 	 Graham HS
	 C	 Acton Shirley	 7-0	 230	 Fr.	 Zebulon, Ga.
		  Pike County HS
	 G	 Peyton Truesdale	 6-2	 180	 Fr.	 Asheville, N.C.
	 	 Carolina Day School
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TIM  CR AF T
HEAD COACH | FIFTH SEASON

One of the region’s top young basketball minds, Tim Craft is in his fifth season as the head coach of the Gardner-Webb 
University program. During his time in charge of the Runnin’ Bulldogs, Craft has posted 74 wins – the best total over a four-
year span in Gardner-Webb’s NCAA Division I history, and one of the best marks to start a career in Big South Conference 

history. The Tallahassee, Fla., native is one of only four head coaches to win at least 15 games in each of his first four 
seasons, and was one of only 10 coaches in league history to win 50 or more games in his first three seasons.. 

	 Craft’s current run in Boiling Springs includes four-straight winning seasons, which is the longest stretch since the program’s move to Division I, and three consecutive trips to the Big South 
Conference tournament semifinals. Gardner-Webb has gone 74-60 over the past four seasons, including 41 wins in Big South Conference action – and wins over Power Five programs Clemson, 
Purdue and Nebraska.
	 Craft led the Runnin’ Bulldogs to an overall record of 18-15 in his first season at the helm, guiding Gardner-Webb to a 10-6 mark in the Big South Conference, which placed the Runnin’ 
Bulldogs two games out of  a tie with regular season champion High Point - who the Runnin’ Bulldogs defeated 80-76 on February 8 in Paul Porter Arena. Prior to the victory over High Point, the 
Runnin’ Bulldogs were involved in the longest NCAA Division I game of the season on February 5, falling to VMI 108-104 in a four-overtime marathon in Paul Porter Arena.
	 The Runnin’ Bulldogs would close out the regular season in fine form, winning five of their last seven to earn the fifth seed in the Big South Tournament where they defeated Longwood, 81-65, 
to advance to the quarterfinal round. Gardner-Webb then fell to VMI, 90-77, to end the season.
	 For his efforts, Craft became the first coach in program history to be named one of the 10 finalists for the Joe B. Hall Award, given to the top first-year head coach in the nation. Sophomore 
Jerome Hill earned all-conference honors during the 2013-2014 season, as he was named to the Big South All-Conference Second Team.
	 Rookie Tyrell Nelson was recognized on the Big South All-Freshman team and senior Mike Byron garnered the program’s second-ever Scholar Athlete of the Year honors. Hill also earned a 
spot on the Big South All-Tournament team. Craft and the Runnin’ Bulldogs continued their climb during the 2014-2015 campaign, posting the  program’s second 20-win season in the last three 
years while finishing with a 10-8 record in Big South play.
	 Gardner-Webb notched a pair of  landmark victories, including the program’s first-ever win over an ACC opponent with a 72-70 victory over Clemson at the Paradise Jam, as well as an 89-84 
come-from-behind win over Big Ten opponent and NCAA Tournament team Purdue.
	 The Runnin’ Bulldogs would advance to the semifinal round of the Big South Tournament as the seventh seed, upsetting second-seeded High Point, 72-71, in overtime in the quarterfinals 
before falling to eventual tournament champion Coastal Carolina. Gardner-Webb made its second appearance in a postseason tournament several days later, accepting a bid to the Collegiate 

CONSISTENT SUCCESS
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Basketball Invitational and taking on the University of  
Colorado - Boulder in the first round.
	 Three Runnin’ Bulldogs earned postseason honors 
in 2014-2015, as Hill earned a spot on the Big South All-
Conference First Team and senior Tyler Strange was named 
to the Second Team. Nelson was selected to the Big South 
All-Academic Team, while both he and Hill were named to the 
North Carolina Collegiate Sports Information Association’s 
University Division All-State Team.
	 The 2015-2016 season saw Gardner-Webb post its third-
straight winning record under Craft’s guidance – the fourth 
season in a row overall finishing above the .500 mark. GWU 
won 17 games and advanced to the Big South Conference 
semifinals once again.
	 Nelson was named second-team All-Big South Conference 
and followed that selection up with a spectacular showing in 
three league tournament games. He also earned a spot on the 
Big South’s All-Academic Team for the second year in a row.

	 Gardner-Webb reached the 19-win mark in 2016-2017, 
before falling to top-seed and host Winthrop in an epic, 
overtime thriller in the Big South Conference Tournament 
semifinals. GWU had a league-high three men earn All-Big 
South honors, won 11 league games for only the second time 
since joining the Big South and posted the program’s highest 
GPA in nine seasons.
	 Craft, 40, returned to Gardner-Webb in 2013 after spending 
the previous three seasons as an assistant coach at East 
Carolina and the previous three seasons on staff  at Auburn 
- one as Director of  Basketball Operations and two as an 
assistant coach. Craft spent each of those six seasons at 
the side of former North Carolina point guard standout Jeff  
Lebo, who starred for the Tar Heels from 1986-1989. Auburn 
and East Carolina combined to win 109 games and make 
three postseason appearances during Craft’s time on staff, 
averaging more than 18 wins per season.
	 Prior to his time on Lebo’s staff, Craft spent three seasons 
as an assistant coach at Gardner-Webb (2004-2007) and 
played a critical role in the two best seasons the Runnin’ 
Bulldogs enjoyed as members of the Atlantic Sun Conference.
	 Craft returned to Gardner-Webb following perhaps the 
best season in East Carolina basketball history. The Pirates 
won a school-record 23 games in 2012-2013 and capped the 
run with a CollegeInsider.com Postseason Tournament (CIT) 
championship.
	 The Pirates tied for fourth place in Conference USA and 
advanced to the league’s tournament quarterfinals. ECU 
ranked second in C-USA in scoring, averaging a sizzling 76.5 
points per game and led the league in assists per game (17.2), 
assist-turnover ratio (1.36) and 3-pointers made per game 
(7.8). Defensively, the Pirates ranked No. 3 in the conference 
in 3-point field goal percentage defense and were among the 
circuit’s best in blocked shots (4.46 per game) and steals (7.97 
per game). Nationally, East Carolina ranked No. 2 in assists 
per game and No. 18 in scoring offense.
	 Forward Maurice Kemp became the first ECU player to earn 
first-team All-Conference USA honors, averaging a league-
best 18.9 points per game in addition to a solid 8.0 rebounds 
per game. Kemp was named MVP of the CollegeInsider.com 
Postseason Tournament. Two-time All-C-USA guard Miguel 
Paul led the league in assists and averaged 13.3 points 
per game, turning that production into an NBA tryout with 
the Orlando Magic and Washington Wizards following the 
season.
	 Craft helped the Pirates to 56 wins during his three 
seasons in Greenville, N.C., helping oversee a complete 
turnaround of a program that had not experienced as many 
as 15 wins in a season since 1996-97. East Carolina posted 
18 wins in Craft’s first season, the program’s first above .500 
in 14 years.
	 Craft spent three seasons on staff  at Auburn (2007-2010) 
and helped the Tigers average nearly 18 wins per season 
during his time in the Southeastern Conference. In 2008-09, 
Craft helped Auburn to 24 wins, a second-place finish in the 
SEC and a postseason run that ended in the quarterfinals of 
the NIT.
	 Craft has been a part of  major success in Boiling Springs 
before. His first season on the bench in Paul Porter Arena 
saw Gardner-Webb win its first Division I team title, bolting 
to the top of the Atlantic Sun Conference in 2004-2005 to win 
the league’s regular season crown. The Runnin’ Bulldogs 
advanced to the A-Sun title game in the postseason, and 

finished with an 18-12 record. Gardner-Webb 
followed that effort with 17 wins in 2005-
2006.
	 Craft helped develop four All-Conference 
players during his time with Gardner-Webb 
as an assistant coach, including two-time 
A-Sun Defensive Player of  the Year Tim 
Jennings. He also helped assemble a 
recruiting class in his final season with 
the program that was ranked No. 49 
nationally by Hoop Scoop.
	 Prior to coaching at Gardner-Webb, 
Craft spent two seasons as an assistant 
at Pensacola (Fla.) Junior College 
(PJC) under coach Paul Swanson. 
In 2003-04, the Pirates went 20-10 
and were ranked as high as No. 13 
nationally.
	 At PJC, he coached forward 
Joel Anthony, who has won a pair 
of  NBA titles as a member of the 
Miami Heat. Anthony was the 
2007 Mountain West Player of  the 
Year at UNLV. He also coached 
Tim Jennings, who went on to 
star at Gardner-Webb for two 
seasons. Twelve of the players 
Craft coached at PJC signed 
Division I scholarships and 91 
percent earned their two-year 
degrees.
	 Craft began his coaching 
career as the assistant 
varsity coach and head 
junior varsity coach at 
Robert F. Munroe School 
in Quincy, Fla., in 2000-
01. He was promoted to 
the Head Varsity Boy’s 
Basketball Coach at 
Munroe the following 
season in 2001-02 
before moving to PJC in 
2002-03.
	 Craft earned his 
Bachelor of  Arts in 
history with a minor in 
secondary education 
from the University 
of  Florida in 2000. 
Craft and his wife, 
Jessica, have three 
children – Lola, 
Macy and Bennett.

THE CRAFT FILE

Coaching History

2013-Present .   .   .   .   .   .   Head Coach, Gardner-Webb

2010-2013 .  .  .  .  .  .       Assistant Coach, East Carolina

2008-2010 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          Assistant Coach, Auburn

2007-2008 .  Director of Basketball Operations, Auburn

2004-2007 .  .  .  .  .  .      Assistant Coach, Gardner-Webb

2002-2004 .  .  .  .  .  .       Assistant Coach, Pensacola JC

2001-2002 .  .   Varsity Head Coach, Robert F. Munroe

2000-2001 .  .  .  .  .     JV Head Coach, Robert F. Munroe

2000-2001 .  .  .   Varsity Asst. Coach, Robert F. Munroe

Education

University of  Florida, 2000 (History)
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	 Jeremy Luther is in his fifth season with the Gardner-Webb University men’s basketball program, and first as Associate Head Coach. He has nearly two decades of coaching experience on the 
collegiate level – including six successful seasons as head coach at Newberry and Armstrong Atlantic State.
	 Luther has been a vital part of  Gardner-Webb’s consistent success during head coach Tim Craft’s tenure, including four-straight winning seasons, which is the longest stretch since the program’s 
move to Division I. GWU has also posted three consecutive trips to the Big South Conference tournament semifinals. Gardner-Webb has gone 74-60 over the past four seasons, including 41 wins in 
Big South Conference action – and wins over Power Five programs Clemson, Purdue and Nebraska.
	 Luther’s recruiting efforts have yielded terrific results, which was a key part of  Gardner-Webb’s outstanding year in 2016-2017. The ‘Dogs posted 19 wins overall and won 11 games in the Big 
South for only the second time since joining the league in 2008-2009. GWU was the lone program to earn three All-Big South selections and forged the program’s highest GPA in nine seasons.
	 Luther and the Runnin’ Bulldogs were strong during the 2014-2015 campaign, posting the program’s second 20-win season in the last three years while finishing with a 10-8 record in Big South 
play. Gardner-Webb notched a pair of  landmark victories, including the program’s first-ever win over an ACC opponent with a 72-70 victory over Clemson at the Paradise Jam, as well as an 89-84 
come-from-behind win over Big Ten opponent and NCAA Tournament team Purdue.
	 The Runnin’ Bulldogs would advance to the semifinal round of the Big South Tournament as the seventh seed, upsetting second-seeded High Point, 72-71, in overtime in the quarterfinals before 
falling to eventual tournament champion Coastal Carolina. Gardner-Webb made its second appearance in a postseason tournament several days later, accepting a bid to the Collegiate Basketball 
Invitational and taking on the University of  Colorado - Boulder in the first round.
	 Three Runnin’ Bulldogs earned postseason honors in 2014-2015, as Hill earned a spot on the Big South All-Conference First Team and senior Tyler Strange was named to the Second Team. 
Nelson was selected to the Big South All-Academic Team, while both he and Hill were named to the North Carolina Collegiate Sports Information Association’s University Division All-State Team.
	 Under the direction of Luther and the rest of  the Gardner-Webb coaching staff, the Runnin’ Bulldogs put together an 18-15 record in Tim Craft’s first year at the helm, finishing the regular season 
with a 10-6 mark in the Big South Conference to earn the fifth seed in the VisitMyrtleBeach.com Big South Conference Tournament.
	 A trio of  Runnin’ Bulldogs earned all-conference honors during the 2013-2014 season, as sophomore Jerome Hill was named to the Big South All-Conference Second Team, rookie Tyrell Nelson 
was recognized on the Big South All-Freshman team and senior Mike Byron garnered the program’s second-ever Scholar Athlete of the Year honors. Hill also earned a spot on the Big South All-
Tournament team.
	 Luther has 15 seasons of experience on the college sidelines, including six seasons as a head coach at a pair of  NCAA Division II programs. The Tallahassee, Florida native forged an 82-80 
overall record in those two head coaching stops.
	 He spent 2007-2009 rebuilding a Newberry program that had not won more than 12 games in a season since 2003-2004. In just his second season at the school, Luther led the Wolves to a record-
setting campaign, posting a 21-8 overall record and a second-place finish in the South Atlantic Conference. The overall and league win total (10-6) both established new school records for Newberry.
	 Luther directed Armstrong Atlantic to a pair of  winning campaigns during his time in Savannah, including a 15-12 mark in 2012-2013. Senior guard Aric Miller was named NABC Division II 
All-American and Daktronics/CoSIDA All-Southeast 
Region after leading the Peach Belt in scoring at 23.7 
points per game.
	 The Pirates won 11 games in the ultra-
competitive Peach Belt Conference. The 2012-2013 
season also included a win over No. 20 St. Leo (Fla.) 
in November.
	 Luther spent 2001-2007 as an assistant coach 
at Mercer, helping the Bears to an Atlantic Sun 
Conference regular season title in 2002-2003.
	 Mercer finished that season with a 23-6 record, 
the most wins in school history at that time and the 
first winning season at the school since 1996. The 
season also marked the Bears’ first season with 
more than 15 wins since 1985-1986 and included 
an impressive 14-2 mark in the Atlantic Sun 
Conference.
	 During Luther’s time in Macon, 10 Bears 
student-athletes went on to play professionally. 
Luther also spent time as head coach at Windsor 
Academy in Macon, Ga. (2000-2001) and as an 
assistant at North Greenville (1998-2000).
	 Luther started his playing career at Robert 
Morris (1992-93) before playing two seasons 
at Liberty and Covenant College. In is final two 
seasons at Covenant, Luther netted 1,300 points. He 
was named to the NAIA Division II All-America team 
following his senior season, when he pumped in 26.0 
points per game.
	 Luther graduated from North Greenville in 
1999 with a Bachelor of  Arts in English. He and his 
wife, Ginny, have three children – Bryson, Kendall 
and August.

JEREMY LUTHER
ASSOCIATE HEAD COACH |  FIFTH SEASON
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PAUL HEMRICK
ASSISTANT COACH  |  FIFTH SEASON

Paul Hemrick is his fifth season as an assistant coach with the Runnin’ Bulldogs, after serving at a high level as Director of  Basketball Operations from 2011-2013. Hemrick has transitioned very 
well to the bench, providing a boost on the recruiting trail as well.
	 Hemrick has been involved with the program in each of the last six seasons – with the last five seasons ending with GWU above the .500 mark. No Gardner-Webb team has posted more than two 
consecutive winning seasons since the school made the jump to NCAA Division I in 2000-2001 – with the last instance coming between 1978-1983. Hemrick has seen GWU win 95 games over the past 
five seasons, which includes a pair of  postseason appearances.
	 Last season, the ‘Dogs posted 19 wins overall and won 11 games in the Big South for only the second time since joining the league in 2008-2009. GWU was the lone program to earn three All-Big 
South selections and forged the program’s highest GPA in nine seasons.
	 GWU finished with a 17-16 mark in 2015-2016, with that showing bolstered with another run to the Big South Conference semifinals. Forward Tyrell Nelson earned All-Big South Conference second 
team honors for the second year in a row and was one of several GWU performers who stood out during the league tournament.
	 Hemrick and the Runnin’ Bulldogs were strong during the 2014-2015 campaign, posting the program’s second 20-win season in three years while finishing with a 10-8 record in Big South play. 
Gardner-Webb notched a pair of  landmark victories, including the program’s first-ever win over an ACC opponent with a 72-70 victory over Clemson at the Paradise Jam, as well as an 89-84 come-
from-behind win over Big Ten opponent and NCAA Tournament team Purdue.
	 The Runnin’ Bulldogs would advance to the semifinal round of the Big South Tournament as the seventh seed, upsetting second-seeded High Point, 72-71, in overtime in the quarterfinals before 
falling to eventual tournament champion Coastal Carolina. Gardner-Webb made its second appearance in a postseason tournament several days later, accepting a bid to the Collegiate Basketball 
Invitational and taking on the University of  Colorado - Boulder in the first round.
	 Three Runnin’ Bulldogs earned postseason honors in 2014-2015, as Hill earned a spot on the Big South All-Conference First Team and senior Tyler Strange was named to the Second Team. Nelson 
was selected to the Big South All-Academic Team, while both he and 
Hill were named to the North Carolina Collegiate Sports Information 
Association’s University Division All-State Team.
	 Under the direction of Hemrick and the rest of  the Gardner-Webb 
coaching staff, the Runnin’ Bulldogs put together an 18-15 record in 
Tim Craft’s first year at the helm, finishing the regular season with 
a 10-6 mark in the Big South Conference to earn the fifth seed in the 
VisitMyrtleBeach.com Big South Conference Tournament.
	 A trio of  Runnin’ Bulldogs earned all-conference honors during 
the 2013-2014 season, as sophomore Jerome Hill was named to the 
Big South All-Conference Second Team, rookie Tyrell Nelson was 
recognized on the Big South All-Freshman team and senior Mike 
Byron garnered the program’s second-ever Scholar Athlete of the 
Year honors. Hill also earned a spot on the Big South All-Tournament 
team.
	 Hemrick played an integral role in leading the Runnin’ Bulldogs 
to a record-setting season in 2012-2013. The Runnin’ Bulldogs 
posted a 21-13 overall record and finished just a game out of  first 
place in the final Big South Conference regular season standings. 
After advancing to the Big South Tournament semifinals, GWU made 
its first NCAA Division I postseason appearance – hosting OVC power 
Eastern Kentucky in the first round of the 2013 CollegeInsiders.com 
Postseason Tournament.
	 During his two seasons as Director of  Basketball Operations, 
Hemrick had a hand in all aspects of the program, from administrative 
duties on a daily basis to overseeing the team’s student managers 
and responsibilities for all video exchange and editing. His expertise 
with video was a very important aspect of  Gardner-Webb’s scouting 
success.
	 The John’s Creek, Georgia native came to Boiling Springs after 
spending the past two seasons as head varsity men’s basketball 
coach at Westminster Christian Academy in Watkinsville, Ga. He 
directed the squad to a 17-8 record in his first season, improving the 
previous season’s win total by eight games. He directed the Lions to 
a pair of  state tournament appearances and had five players named 
All-Region in two seasons.
	 Hemrick spent four seasons as a student manager at the 
University of  Georgia from 2005-2009, coordinating film exchange in 
addition to responsibilities for equipment and filming.
	 Hemrick graduated from Georgia in May 2009 with a Bachelor 
of  Arts in business administration-management and a Bachelor of  
Science in education-sports management. He and his wife, Melissa, 
are the proud parents of Eloise Grace.



@GWU_MBK

2017-2018 GARDNER-WEBB MEN’S BASKETBALL

12

DeANTOINE BEASLEY
ASSISTANT COACH  |  FOURTH SEASON

DeAntoine “Cat” Beasley is in his fourth season as an assistant coach at Gardner-Webb University with the men’s basketball program, where he has helped the Runnin’ Bulldogs develop into Big 
South Conference contenders.
	 He has helped Gardner-Webb to a finish of .500 or better in each of his seasons with the program. The ‘Dogs posted 19 wins overall and won 11 games in the Big South for only the second time 
since joining the league in 2008-2009. GWU was the lone program to earn three All-Big South selections and forged the program’s highest GPA in nine seasons.
	 Beasley and the ‘Dogs posted their fourth-straight winning campaign in 2015-2016, which saw Gardner-Webb advance to the semifinals of the Big South Conference Tournament for the second 
year in a row. Forward Tyrell Nelson earned All-Big South Conference honors and was one of the most dominant players in the league tournament – averaging 19.0 points and 10.0 rebounds in three 
games.
	 Beasley’s first season with the Runnin’ Bulldogs in 2014-2015 saw GWU post the program’s second 20-win season in three years while finishing with a 10-8 record in Big South play. Gardner-Webb 
notched a pair of  landmark victories, including the program’s first-ever win over an ACC opponent with a 72-70 victory over Clemson at the Paradise Jam, as well as an 89-84 come-from-behind win 
over Big Ten opponent and NCAA Tournament team Purdue.
	 The Runnin’ Bulldogs would advance to the semifinal round of the Big South Tournament as the seventh seed, upsetting second-seeded High Point, 72-71, in overtime in the quarterfinals before 
falling to eventual tournament champion Coastal Carolina. Gardner-Webb made its second appearance in a postseason tournament several days later, accepting a bid to the Collegiate Basketball 
Invitational and taking on the University of  Colorado - Boulder in the first round.
	 Three Runnin’ Bulldogs earned postseason honors in 2014-2015, as Hill earned a spot on the Big South All-Conference First Team and senior Tyler Strange was named to the Second Team. Nelson 
was selected to the Big South All-Academic Team, while both he and Hill were named to the North Carolina Collegiate Sports Information Association’s University Division All-State Team.
	 Beasley spent the 2013-2014 season as an assistant at Pensacola State (Fla.) College, where he helped the Pirates to a 21-11 overall record in the junior college ranks and the program’s 15th 
Panhandle Conference title.
	 Beasley has a wealth of Division I coaching experience under his belt, 
having served for two seasons as an assistant coach at Chattanooga from 
2011-2013 under Coach John Shulman. Beasley also coached one season 
at his alma mater, Tennessee Tech, under Coach Mike Sutton.
	 The Atlanta, Ga., native is familiar with Gardner-Webb head coach 
Tim Craft, who he worked with as a graduate manager at Auburn in 2009-
2010.
	 Beasley joined the Auburn staff  after playing seven seasons 
professionally in England – and also launched his coaching career 
internationally, coaching at the University of  St. Mark and St. John from 
2003-2005. His coaching was rewarded with national titles in 2003 and 
2004.
	 Beasley was a perennial all-star during his playing career in England 
and was MVP in the National Trophy race in 2004. He also won the 2004 
BBC Sports Personality Award for the Southwest Region.
	 As a player in the college ranks, Beasley played in 120 games for the 
Golden Eagles at Tennessee Tech – averaging a career-high 8.5 points per 
game as a junior. His biggest victory came off  the court, as he overcame 
a Hodgkin’s Disease diagnosis midway through his sophomore season.
	 The former South Cobb (Ga.) High standout completed his sophomore 
season before starting treatment for the disease, redshirted the next 
season and returned for his junior season in 2000-2001.
	 Beasley helped the Golden Eagles to OVC titles in 2001 and 2002, 
with the 2002 squad going a strong 27-7 and winning three NIT games – 
over Georgia State, Dayton and Yale – before falling to John Calipari and 
eventual NIT champion Memphis in the quarterfinals by just six points.
	 Beasley was honored as the Sam Harley Lynn Award recipient in 1999 
and earned the Golden Eagle Award for sacrifice, dedication and hard 
work in 2001-02. He also won the John P. Hendrix Leadership Award as a 
junior and senior while serving as the Golden Eagles’ team captain.
	 Beasley is the only student-athlete in Tennessee Tech history to win 
all three awards. He graduated from the Cookeville, Tenn., school with a 
Bachelor of  Science in health and physical education in 2004.
	 Beasley and his wife, the former Katie Hespe of Sheffield, England, 
were married on August 11, 2011. They are the proud parents of a 
daughter, Charlotte.
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HEATH GREENE
DIRECTOR OF BASKETBALL OPERATIONS  |  THIRD SEASON

	 Heath Greene is in his fifth season with the Gardner-Webb University men’s basketball program, and third as the Director of Basketball 
Operations after serving two years as a Graduate Assistant with the team.
	 In his capacity as Director of Basketball Operations, Greene serves as the program’s camp director while also coordinating team travel and 
overseeing the graduate assistant staff.
	 Greene has been a part of the Gardner-Webb men’s basketball program for the past six years, serving the previous two seasons as a graduate 
assistant with the program as the team’s video coordinator while also being responsible for advanced scouts and all video edits, as well as film 
exchange.
	 Prior to serving as a graduate assistant, Greene served as a student manager with the program under Rick Scruggs and current Ohio State 
head coach Chris Holtmann. In Greene’s final season as a student manager, Gardner-Webb posted its first 20-win season since 2001 and earned the 
program’s first postseason berth as an NCAA Division I member.
	 Greene earned a Bachelor’s of Science in sport management from Gardner-Webb in 2013, and a Masters of Business Administration from 
Gardner-Webb in 2015. 
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ALPHABETICAL ROSTER

	 No.	 Name	 Pronunciation	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Yr.	 Hometown / Previous School

	 1	 Jaheam Cornwall	 “jah-HEEM”	 G	 6-0	 175	 Fr.	 Brooklyn, N.Y. / Putnam Science Academy

	 11	 David Efianayi	 “eff-EE-ahn-EE”	 G	 6-2	 190	 RJr.	 Orlando, Fla. / Ocoee HS

	 35	 Kaleb Hewitt		  G	 5-10	 160	 Fr.	 Hickory, N.C. / Hickory HS

	 2	 Eric Jamison		  G	 6-5	 185	 RSo.	 East Point, Ga. / Greater Atlanta Christian School

	 3	 Justin Jenkins		  G	 6-2	 200	 RSo.	 Knoxville, Tenn. / Webb School of  Knoxville

	 10	 Nate Johnson		  G	 6-4	 180	 RFr.	 Hollywood, Fla. / McArthur HS

	 25	 DJ Laster		  F	 6-6	 225	 Jr.	 Pensacola, Fla. / Pensacola Catholic HS

	 14	 Brandon Miller		  C	 6-6	 240	 RJr.	 Orlando, Fla. / Orlando Christian Prep

	 23	 Nick Morgan		  G	 6-2	 185	 Fr.	 Bluefield, Va. / Graham HS

	 31	 L’Hassane Niangane	 “LA-sahn / Nee-ON-gah-NAY”	 C	 6-10	 245	 Jr.	 Chalon-sur-Saone, France / Chalon Club

	 5	 Liam O’Reilly	 “LEE-um”	 G	 6-2	 180	 Sr.	 Austin, Texas / Collin College

	 0	 Jamaal Robateau	 “row-bah-toe”	 G	 6-5	 180	 RSr.	 Queensland, Australia / North Idaho College

	 13	 Acton Shirley	 “ACK-ton”	 C	 7-0	 230	 Fr.	 Zebulon, Ga. / Pike County HS 

	 21	 Peyton Truesdale		  G	 6-2	 180	 Fr.	 Asheville, N.C. / Carolina Day School

	 4	 Christian Turner		  G	 5-10	 180	 So.	 Atlanta, Ga. / Sandy Creek HS (Ga.

	 24	 Patrick Zeck		  F	 6-7	 230	 So.	 Atlanta, Ga. / Marist HS

NUMERICAL ROSTER
	 No.	 Name	 Pronunciation	 Pos.	 Ht.	 Wt.	 Yr.	 Hometown / Previous School

	 0	 Jamaal Robateau	 “row-bah-toe”	 G	 6-5	 180	 RSr.	 Queensland, Australia / North Idaho College

	 1	 Jaheam Cornwall	 “jah-HEEM”	 G	 6-0	 175	 Fr.	 Brooklyn, N.Y. / Putnam Science Academy

	 2	 Eric Jamison		  G	 6-5	 185	 RSo.	 East Point, Ga. / Greater Atlanta Christian School

	 3	 Justin Jenkins		  G	 6-2	 200	 RSo.	 Knoxville, Tenn. / Webb School of  Knoxville

	 4	 Christian Turner		  G	 5-10	 180	 So.	 Atlanta, Ga. / Sandy Creek HS (Ga.

	 5	 Liam O’Reilly	 “LEE-um”	 G	 6-2	 180	 Sr.	 Austin, Texas / Collin College

	 10	 Nate Johnson		  G	 6-4	 180	 RFr.	 Hollywood, Fla. / McArthur HS

	 11	 David Efianayi	 “eff-EE-ahn-EE”	 G	 6-2	 190	 RJr.	 Orlando, Fla. / Ocoee HS

	 13	 Acton Shirley	 “ACK-ton”	 C	 7-0	 230	 Fr.	 Zebulon, Ga. / Pike County HS 

	 14	 Brandon Miller		  C	 6-6	 240	 RJr.	 Orlando, Fla. / Orlando Christian Prep

	 21	 Peyton Truesdale		  G	 6-2	 180	 Fr.	 Asheville, N.C. / Carolina Day School

	 23	 Nick Morgan		  G	 6-2	 185	 Fr.	 Bluefield, Va. / Graham HS

	 24	 Patrick Zeck		  F	 6-7	 230	 So.	 Atlanta, Ga. / Marist HS

	 25	 DJ Laster		  F	 6-6	 225	 Jr.	 Pensacola, Fla. / Pensacola Catholic HS

	 31	 L’Hassane Niangane	 “LA-sahn / Nee-ON-gah-NAY”	 C	 6-10	 245	 Jr.	 Chalon-sur-Saone, France / Chalon Club

	 35	 Kaleb Hewitt		  G	 5-10	 160	 Fr.	 Hickory, N.C. / Hickory HS

Head Coach: Tim Craft (Florida ‘00), 1st Season

Assistant Coach: Jeremy Luther (North Greenville ’99); Paul Hemrick (Georgia ‘09); DeAntoine Beasley (Tennessee Tech ‘04).

Director of  Basketball Operations: Heath Greene (Gardner-Webb ‘13).
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Veteran wing who remains one of the most effective long range shooters on the roster … Has All-Big South 
Conference potential … Savvy performer who has a great deal of  game experience … Has a penchant for making 
big shots in late clock situations.

2016-2017 at Gardner-Webb: Played in and started all 33 games on the wing … Averaged 9.5 points, 3.0 rebounds 
and 1.4 assists per game … Shot a solid 38.5 percent (60-of-156) from long distance and 78.7 percent (37-of-47) 
from the free throw line … Had 15 games scoring in double figures, including six of  the final seven … Averaged 12.1 
points and made 17-of-36 from three-point range (47.2 percent) over final seven games of the season … Averaged 
14.5 points per game during the Big South Tournament … Scored a career-high 26 points vs. Eastern Michigan 
(11/18) … Had 22 points at Longwood (1/14) … Had 17 points at VMI (12/3) and at Kansas State (12/21). 
2015-2016 at Gardner-Webb: Played in 25 games in first season with the program … Averaged 3.2 points and 2.1 
rebounds per game … Blocked 16 shots on the wing … Shot 32.1 percent from the floor (27-of-84) and 20.4 percent 
(11-of-54) from long range … Averaged 11.0 minutes per game on the season … Scored seven points in his GWU 
debut at Iowa (Nov. 13) ... Posted nine points and season-highs of seven rebounds and four assists against Toccoa 
Falls (Nov. 19) ... Scored 12 points on 5-of-10 shooting against Warren Wilson (Dec. 18) ... Poured a season-high 13 
points, going 4-for-5 night from the floor and 3-for-4 from downtown, against Liberty (Jan. 27).

Junior College: Played one season at North Idaho College in Coeur D’Alene, Idaho ... Led the team in scoring at 
15.4 points per game ... Averaged 3.1 rebounds and 1.7 steals per game ... Helped North Idaho to a 23-6 overall 
record and a berth in the NJCAA Region 18 Championship game ... Scored a game-high 26 points with four three-
pointers in the Region 18 Championship ... Nine 20-point games ... Two 30-point performances ... Named to the 
NJCAA All-Region 18 Second Team.

High School: Played sophomore season at Mountain Creek High School in Queensland, Australia, helping 
Mountain Creek to the 2010 Australian Queensland State Championships with an average of 29 points and five 
rebounds per game ... Moved to the United States prior to his junior season ... Played for South Oak Cliff  High 
School in Dallas, Texas in 2011 and Prime Prep Academy in 2012 under head coach Ray Forsette ... Averaged 15 
points per game at South Oak Cliff  and 10 points per contest at Prime Prep ... His team at Prime Prep was ranked in 
the top 10 throughout the 2012-2013 season ... Prime Prep received a berth in the National High School Basketball 
Invitational in its first season ... Played club basketball for the Northside Wizards under head coach Nick Roberts 
... Averaged 27 points per game.
 

0  |  JAMAAL ROBATEAU

6-5  |  180  |  RSR-2L
Sunshine Coast, Australia
North Idaho College

SINGLE-GAME CAREER HIGHS
POINTS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          26 (vs. E. Michigan, 11/18/16 )

REBOUNDS  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  8 (at Longwood, 1/14/17)

BLOCKS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 (vs. Campbell, 1/11/17)

ASSISTS .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   5 (vs. Coker, 11/29/16)

STEALS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                 4 (at VMI, 12/3/16)

ROBATEAU CAREER STATISTICS

Year	 GP	 Min	 Avg	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FT	 FTA	 Pct	 Off 	 Def	 Tot	 Avg	 PF	 FO	 Ast	 TO	 Blk	 Stl	 Pts	 Avg

2015-16	 25	 274	 11.0	 27	 84	 .321	 11	 54	 .204	 15	 22	 .682	 42	 53	 95	 3.8	 15	 0	 17	 18	 1	 12	 80	 3.2

2016-17	 33	 829	 25.1	 109	 252	 .433	 60	 156	 .385	 37	 47	 .787	 11	 88	 99	 3.0	 48	 1	 47	 42	 10	 39	 315	 9.5

TOTAL	 58	 1103	 19.0	 136	 336	 .405	 71	 210	 .338	 52	 69	 .754	 53	 141	 194	 3.3	 63	 1	 64	 60	 11	 51	 395	 6.8

	 TOTAL	 3-PT	 FREE THROWS	 REBOUNDING



@GWU_MBK

2017-2018 GARDNER-WEBB MEN’S BASKETBALL

16

Long athletic shooter who is capable of playing three different positions on the floor … Has logged minutes at both 
wing positions and at the “4” spot … Good rebounder and defender … Excels shooting the basketball … Will factor 
more heavily into the rotation as a sophomore.

2016-2017 at Gardner-Webb: Played in 21 games and averaged 7.2 minutes per appearance off  the bench … 
Averaged 2.8 points and 1.3 rebounds per game, seeing action at three different spots on the floor … Scored a 
career-high 18 points on 7-of-11 shooting vs. Toccoa Falls (11/22) … Scored 10 points on 4-of-5 shooting vs. 
Warren Wilson (12/16) … Scored seven points on 2-of-3 shooting vs. Presbyterian (1/21) … Shot 33.3 percent 
from three-point range on the season. 2015-2016 at Gardner-Webb: Redshirted.

High School: Played for Greater Atlanta Christian (Ga.) School under head coach Eddie Martin … Named to the 
HoopSeen.com Georgia Class 2A All-State Second Team … Averaged 13 points, nine rebounds, 1.5 assists and 
one steal per game … Greater Atlanta Christian finished with a 19-10 record and advanced to the second round 
of the state tournament … Helped GAC to a Class 2A State Championship as a junior in 2013-2014 ... Played club 
basketball for Atlanta All-Stars under head coach Ben Miller.

2  |  ERIC JAMISON

6-5  |  185  |  RSO-1L
East Point, Ga.
Greater Atlanta Christian HS

SINGLE-GAME CAREER HIGHS
POINTS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          18 (vs. Toccoa Falls, 11/22/16 )

REBOUNDS  .   .   .   .   .   .   .  7 (vs Warren Wilson, 12/16/16)

BLOCKS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 (at Presbyterian, 2/18/17)

ASSISTS .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   1 (at Pittsburgh, 11/14/16)

STEALS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          2 (vs Warren Wilson, 12/16/16)

JAMISON CAREER STATISTICS

Year	 GP	 Min	 Avg	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FT	 FTA	 Pct	 Off 	 Def	 Tot	 Avg	 PF	 FO	 Ast	 TO	 Blk	 Stl	 Pts	 Avg

2016-17	 21	 152	 7.2	 23	 50	 .460	 9	 27	 .333	 4	 9	 .444	 7	 21	 28	 1.3	 11	 0	 7	 9	 2	 4	 59	 2.8

TOTAL	 21	 152	 7.2	 23	 50	 .460	 9	 27	 .333	 4	 9	 .444	 7	 21	 28	 1.3	 11	 0	 7	 9	 2	 4	 59	 2.8

	 TOTAL	 3-PT	 FREE THROWS	 REBOUNDING
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Young guard who will continue to push for playing time in a very experienced GWU backcourt … Capable shooter 
from long range … Has good quickness and strength, and has the tools to develop into a strong defender on the 
perimeter.

2016-2017 at Gardner-Webb: Played in 10 games, averaging 4.4 minutes per appearance … Posted averages of 
1.4 points and 0.4 rebounds per game off  the bench … Shot 42.9 percent from three-point range (3-of-7) … Had a 
career-high five points vs. Toccoa Falls (11/22). 2015-2016 at Gardner-Webb: Redshirted.

High School: Played at The Webb School of  Knoxville under head coach Ricky Norris … Three-time all-district, 
all-region and all-state performer … Named District MVP as a senior … Averaged 20.6 points, seven rebounds and 
two assists per game … Averaged 17 points and five rebounds per game as a junior … Averaged 13 points, four 
rebounds and one steal per game as a sophomore … Named Prep Xtra Sophomore of the Year … Member of the 
all-state tournament team as a sophomore ... Father, Fred Jenkins, played at Tennessee and was a 6th round NBA 
Draft pick by the Houston Rockets in 1987 ... Brother, Blake Jenkins, played at Belmont.

3  |  JUSTIN JENKINS

6-2  |  200  |  RSO-1L
Knoxville, Tenn.
The Webb School

SINGLE-GAME CAREER HIGHS
POINTS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           5 (vs. Toccoa Falls, 11/22/16 )

REBOUNDS  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   2 (vs. Coker, 11/29/16)

BLOCKS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 (at Presbyterian, 2/18/17)

ASSISTS .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  2 (vs.Warren Wilson, 12/16/16)

STEALS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                         0 (–)

JENKINS YEAR-BY-YEAR STATISTICS

Year	 GP	 Min	 Avg	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FT	 FTA	 Pct	 Off 	 Def	 Tot	 Avg	 PF	 FO	 Ast	 TO	 Blk	 Stl	 Pts	 Avg

2016-17	 10	 44	 4.4	 4	 12	 .333	 3	 7	 .429	 3	 4	 .750	 0	 4	 4	 0.4	 1	 0	 3	 1	 2	 3	 14	 1.4

TOTAL	 10	 44	 4.4	 4	 12	 .333	 3	 7	 .429	 3	 4	 .750	 0	 4	 4	 0.4	 1	 0	 3	 1	 2	 3	 14	 1.4

	 TOTAL	 3-PT	 FREE THROWS	 REBOUNDING
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Consummate point guard with excellent vision … One of the team’s most effective defenders in the backcourt … 
Very smart passer who runs the offense very well … Also an above average shooter who can score when needed … 
Will push for increased minutes at the point guard position this season.

2016-2017 at Gardner-Webb: Saw action in 31 games as a true freshman … Made one start, with that coming in 
the 2017 Big South Tournament semifinals vs. Winthrop (3/3) … Averaged 1.8 points, 1.0 rebounds and 2.0 assists 
per game … Enjoyed a team-best 2.6:1 assist/turnover ratio … Averaged a solid 11.9 minutes per game … Shot 
80.0 percent from the charity stripe (12-of-15) … Scored a season-high seven points vs. Warren Wilson (12/16) … 
Dished off  a season-high eight assists vs. Toccoa Falls (11/22) … Had six assists and only one turnover, along with 
five rebounds, at UNC Asheville (12/31). 

High School: Four-year starter at Sandy Creek (Ga.) High under Coach Anthony McKissick ... Earned first-team 
All-County honors from the Fayette County News as a senior ... Averaged 14.2 points, 6.5 assists, 5.9 rebounds and 
3.2 steals per game for the Patriots ... Averaged 13.0 points, seven assists and four rebounds per game as a junior 
to earn honorable mention Class 4A All-State honors ... Also earned All-County honors as a junior ... Regarded as 
one of the top point guards in Georgia during his prep career ... Chose Gardner-Webb over offers from Old Dominion, 
Alcorn State, Cleveland State and Winthrop.

4  |  CHRISTIAN TURNER

5-10  |  180  |  SO-1L
Atlanta, Ga.
Sandy Creek HS

SINGLE-GAME CAREER HIGHS
POINTS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .         7 (vs. Warren Wilson, 12/16/16 )

REBOUNDS  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 5 (vs. Toccoa Falls, 11/22/16)

BLOCKS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 0 (–)

ASSISTS .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  8 (vs Toccoa Falls, 11/22/16)

STEALS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             3 (at Nebraska, 12/18/16)

TURNER YEAR-BY-YEAR STATISTICS

Year	 GP	 Min	 Avg	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FT	 FTA	 Pct	 Off 	 Def	 Tot	 Avg	 PF	 FO	 Ast	 TO	 Blk	 Stl	 Pts	 Avg

2016-17	 31	 368	 11.9	 21	 47	 .447	 2	 7	 .286	 12	 15	 .800	 0	 32	 32	 1.0	 41	 0	 62	 24	 0	 22	 56	 1.8

TOTAL	 31	 368	 11.9	 21	 47	 .447	 2	 7	 .286	 12	 15	 .800	 0	 32	 32	 1.0	 41	 0	 62	 24	 0	 22	 56	 1.8

	 TOTAL	 3-PT	 FREE THROWS	 REBOUNDING
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Sharpshooter who will continue his role as an important scoring option in the GWU backcourt … Can play off  the 
ball, but also has the ability to handle point guard duties when asked … Very hard worker with good court sense … 
Is comfortable in the starting lineup or coming off  the bench as a very dangerous sixth man.

2016-2017 at Gardner-Webb: Played in 33 games and made 18 starts in the backcourt … Averaged 28.2 minutes 
per game … Averaged 8.1 points, 1.5 assists and 2.9 rebounds per game … Scored in double figures 14 times … 
Shot 36.6 percent (59-of-161) from long range … Scored a career-high 17 points vs. Furman (12/10) … Averaged 
11.7 points per game over final three games of the season … Scored in double figures five times in final six games 
… Made at least three shots from three-point range in 12 games … Dished off  six assists with no turnovers in Big 
South Conference semifinals.

Junior College: Played two seasons at Collin College (Texas) under Coach Jim Sigona ... Averaged 15.1 points, 
four rebounds, four assists and two steals per game as a sophomore ... Shot a solid 42.5 percent from long range 
(74-of-174)  ... Made 79.4 percent from the free throw line (112-of-141) ... Scored a season-high 25 points twice and 
topped the 20-point mark seven times ... Averaged 10.9 points per game as a sophomore ... Shot a very strong 45.7 
percent from three-point range (42-of-92) and made 72 free throws. 

High School: Played at James Bowie (Texas) High ... Averaged 17 points, five rebounds, five assists and two steals 
per game as a senior ... Named All-Central Texas third-team honors.

5  |  LIAM O’REILLY

6-2  |  180  |  SR-1L
Austin, Texas
Collin County College

SINGLE-GAME CAREER HIGHS
POINTS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .            17 (vs. Furman, 12/10/16 )

REBOUNDS  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  5 (at Campbell, 2/1/17)

BLOCKS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2 (vs Winthrop, 1/26/17)

ASSISTS .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  6 (vs.Warren Wilson, 12/16/16)

STEALS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          4 (vs. Warren Wilson, 12/16/16)

O’REILLY YEAR-BY-YEAR STATISTICS

Year	 GP	 Min	 Avg	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FT	 FTA	 Pct	 Off 	 Def	 Tot	 Avg	 PF	 FO	 Ast	 TO	 Blk	 Stl	 Pts	 Avg

2016-17	 33	 929	 28.2	 93	 234	 .397	 59	 161	 .366	 23	 34	 .676	 9	 87	 96	 2.9	 51	 2	 49	 40	 9	 24	 268	 8.1

TOTAL	 33	 929	 28.2	 93	 234	 .397	 59	 161	 .366	 23	 34	 .676	 9	 87	 96	 2.9	 51	 2	 49	 40	 9	 24	 268	 8.1

	 TOTAL	 3-PT	 FREE THROWS	 REBOUNDING
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Preseason All-Big South Conference second team … One of the top returning wings in the league … Explosive 
leaper and slasher with improved accuracy on jump shot … Expected to continue increased production offensively 
… Has outstanding defensive capability … Has continued to make important gains in the weight room.

2016-2017 at Gardner-Webb: Earned honorable mention All-Big South Conference honors after a career-best 
campaign … Played in 32 games and started the final 15 games of the season … Averaged 12.6 points, 2.5 
rebounds and 1.9 assists per game … Also averaged 1.0 steals per game … Shot a very efficient 50.9 percent 
from the floor (135-of-265) and 41.5 percent from long range (22-of-53) … Connected on 111-of-154 free throws 
(72.1 percent) … Had a career-high 31 points on 10-of-13 shooting to help GWU to a win over Howard (11/19) … 
Netted 20 or more points in six different games, including three off  the bench … Scored 20 points off  the bench at 
Pittsburgh (11/14) … Had 21 points off  the bench in a league win on the road at Radford (1/4) … Netted 22 points 
vs. Winthrop (1/22) and had back-to-back games with 20 points when he scored 20 vs. Longwood (2/4) and 27 vs. 
Liberty (2/9) … Made 13-of-17 free throws vs. the Flames in Paul Porter Arena … Scored in double figures eight 
times in final nine games … Had 22 games with at least 10 points scored. 2015-2016 at Gardner-Webb: Played 
in 20 games and earned three starts … Averaged 17.4 minutes per game … Averaged 7.4 points and 1.9 rebounds 
per game … Posted six games in double figures ... Poured in a season-high 17 points on 8-of-10 shooting against 
Toccoa Falls (Nov. 19) to go along with five assists ... Scored 11 points with a 5-for-8 night from the floor at George 
Washington (Nov. 24) ... Dropped in 12 points on 6-of-8 shooting at Furman (Dec. 12) ... Poured in 16 points with a 
7-for-11 clip from the eld against Warren Wilson (Dec. 18). 2014-2015 at GWU: Redshirted.

High School: Played at Ocoee High School under head coach Rob Gordon … Named All-County Honorable Mention 
by the Orlando Sentinel as a junior … Rated as the No. 27 prospect in Florida for the 2014 recruiting class by Source 
Hoops … Averaged 15.8 points, 4.2 rebounds and 4.8 assists per game in 2012-2013 while averaging nearly two 
steals per game … Converted 99-of-127 attempts at the free throw line (78 percent) … Chose Gardner-Webb over 
North Florida, IPFW, UT-Martin and North Carolina Central.
 

11  |  DAVID EFIANAYI

6-2  |  190  |  RJR-2L
Orlando, Fla.
Ocoee HS

SINGLE-GAME CAREER HIGHS
POINTS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .            31 (vs. Howard, 11/19/16 )

REBOUNDS  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 8 (at Winthrop, 2/11/17)

BLOCKS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1 (x5)

ASSISTS .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  5 (vs.Toccoa Falls, 11/19/16)

STEALS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        3 (vs.Eastern Michigan, 11/18/16)

EFIANAYI YEAR-BY-YEAR STATISTICS

Year	 GP	 Min	 Avg	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FT	 FTA	 Pct	 Off 	 Def	 Tot	 Avg	 PF	 FO	 Ast	 TO	 Blk	 Stl	 Pts	 Avg

2015-16	 20	 347	 17.4	 60	 123	 .488	 8	 30	 .267	 19	 32	 .594	 0	 0	 0	 0.0	 16	 0	 32	 26	 6	 12	 147	 7.4

2016-17	 32	 816	 25.5	 135	 265	 .509	 22	 53	 .415	 111	 154	 .721	 15	 64	 79	 2.5	 49	 0	 61	 76	 8	 31	 403	 12.6

TOTAL	 52	 1163	 22.4	 195	 388	 .503	 30	 83	 .361	 130	 186	 .699	 15	 64	 79	 1.5	 65	 0	 93	 102	 14	 43	 550	 10.6

	 TOTAL	 3-PT	 FREE THROWS	 REBOUNDING
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Burly, physical center who enters his redshirt junior season with a higher level of  conditioning … Has shed 10 
pounds since the end of last season, which should increase his minutes and overall productivity … Underrated 
defender and rebounder … Touch around the basketball has improved … Is a capable scorer who fits Gardner-
Webb’s offensive system very well.

2016-2017 at Gardner-Webb: Played in 31 games and made one start … Averaged 17.4 minutes per game … 
Posted averages of 5.4 points, 4.1 rebounds and 0.5 blocks per game … Had three games scoring in double figures 
… Had 12 points vs. Coker (11/29) … Also had 12 points vs. Warren Wilson (12/16) and at Radford (1/4) … 
Scored eight points or more in nine different games … Posted a season-high 12 rebounds vs. Longwood (2/4) 
… Hauled down nine rebounds in a key road win at High Point (2/25) … Scored nine points in games vs. Eastern 
Michigan (11/18) and Howard (11/19) … Had nine points and three blocked shots vs. Charleston Southern (1/7). 
2015-2016 at Gardner-Webb: Played in 33 games ... Averaged 3.5 points and 2.8 rebounds per game … Shot 55.3 
percent from the floor (42-of-76), which ranked second on the team … Scored six points on 3-of-4 shooting against 
Toccoa Falls (Nov. 19) ... Tallied nine points against Southeastern Louisiana (Nov. 27) ... Recorded six points and 
pulled down seven rebounds against Campbell (Jan. 6) ... Posted season-highs of 11 points, eight rebounds and 
four blocks against Presbyterian (Feb. 6) ... Scored nine points with a perfect 3-for-3 night from the floor at Coastal 
Carolina (Feb. 13). 2014-2015 at GWU: Redshirted.

High School: Played at Orlando Christian (Fla.) Prep under head coach Reggie Kohn … Helped Orlando Christian 
to another state title as a senior despite battling a series of injuries.

14  |  BRANDON MILLER

6-6  |  240  |  RJR-1L
Orlando, Fla.
Orlando Christian Prep

SINGLE-GAME CAREER HIGHS
POINTS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .              12 (at Radford, 1/4/17 )

REBOUNDS  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  12 (vs Longwood, 2/4/17)

BLOCKS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4 (vs Presbyterian, 2/16/17)

ASSISTS .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  2 (at Tennessee, 11/22/15)

STEALS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .            2 (at Presbyterian, 2/18/17)

MILLER YEAR-BY-YEAR STATISTICS

Year	 GP	 Min	 Avg	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FT	 FTA	 Pct	 Off 	 Def	 Tot	 Avg	 PF	 FO	 Ast	 TO	 Blk	 Stl	 Pts	 Avg

2015-16	 33	 452	 13.7	 42	 76	 .553	 0	 0	 .000	 30	 55	 .545	 36	 55	 91	 2.8	 95	 6	 8	 23	 16	 8	 114	 3.5

2016-17	 31	 538	 17.4	 62	 116	 .534	 0	 0	 .000	 44	 88	 .500	 54	 72	 126	 4.1	 82	 0	 9	 23	 16	 16	 168	 5.4

TOTAL	 64	 990	 15.5	 104	 192	 .542	 0	 0	 .000	 74	 143	 .517	 90	 127	 217	 3.4	 177	 6	 17	 46	 32	 24	 282	 4.4

	 TOTAL	 3-PT	 FREE THROWS	 REBOUNDING
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Young forward who will play a more vital role as a sophomore … Has the size, strength and athleticism to make a 
serious impact in the lineup … Hard-nosed rebounder and defender … Part of  a veteran rotation in the front court.

2016-2017 at Gardner-Webb: Played in 19 games, averaging 5.7 minutes per appearance off  the bench … Made 
10-of-15 field goals (66.7 percent) and knocked down 75.0 percent from the free throw line (6-of-8) … Averaged 
1.4 points and 1.3 rebounds per game … Scored a season-high eight points vs. Warren Wilson (12/16) … Had sox 
points vs. Toccoa Falls (11/22) … Played a critical 10 minutes and hauled in a season-high four rebounds in the 
win at Nebraska (12/18) … Played 15 minutes each at SMU (11/11) and Pittsburgh (11/14) to open the season.

High School: Played at Marist (Ga.) High under Coach Kevin Moore- ... A second-team All-DeKalb County selection 
in 2016 ... Averaged 13.6 points, nine rebounds and 2.5 blocks per game ... Played in the Atlanta City of  Champions 
All-Star Game ... Played AAU basketball for the Atlanta All-Stars under Coach Ben Miller.

24  |  PATRICK ZECK

6-7  |  225  |  SO-1L
Atlanta, Ga.
Marist HS

SINGLE-GAME CAREER HIGHS
POINTS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          8 (vs Warren Wilson, 12/16/16 )

REBOUNDS  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 3 (at Presbyterian, 2/18/17)

BLOCKS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 (vs Howard, 11/19/16)

ASSISTS .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  2 (vs Toccoa Falls, 11/22/16)

STEALS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .                2 (at SMU, 11/11/16)

ZECK YEAR-BY-YEAR STATISTICS

Year	 GP	 Min	 Avg	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FT	 FTA	 Pct	 Off 	 Def	 Tot	 Avg	 PF	 FO	 Ast	 TO	 Blk	 Stl	 Pts	 Avg

2016-17	 19	 109	 5.7	 10	 15	 .667	 0	 0	 .000	 6	 8	 .750	 11	 13	 24	 1.3	 29	 0	 3	 3	 3	 6	 26	 1.4

TOTAL	 19	 109	 5.7	 10	 15	 .667	 0	 0	 .000	 6	 8	 .750	 11	 13	 24	 1.3	 29	 0	 3	 3	 3	 6	 26	 1.4

	 TOTAL	 3-PT	 FREE THROWS	 REBOUNDING
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One of the most underrated players in the Big South Conference … Has All-Conference potential and is expected 
to play a much larger role in the starting lineup as a junior … Exceptional athleticism and good strength for the 
position … Versatile offensive threat who can bang down low or step outside and drain perimeter jumpers … 
Rebounds above the rim and with physicality … Handles the ball well and can attack the basket from the wing … 
Should see a significant bump in scoring and rebounding averages this season.

2016-2017 at Gardner-Webb: Played in all 33 games and came off  the bench each time to average 18.0 minutes 
per game … Averaged 7.9 points, 3.7 rebounds and 0.5 assists per game on the season … Shot 51.2 percent from 
the floor overall and made 15-of-42 from long distance (35.7 percent) … Shot 38-of-61 (62.3 percent) from the free 
throw line … Came on strong late in the campaign, averaging 11.4 points and 4.1 rebounds per game in the final 
10 games of the regular season … Shot 58.1 percent over the final 10 games of the regular season … Averaged 
10.5 points per game during the league tournament … Scored 20 points on 6-of-9 shooting vs. Winthrop (1/26) … 
Made 7-of-10 free throws in that game … Scored in double figures eight times in the final 12 games of the season 
… Had 15 points on the road at High Point (2/25) … Scored 13 points and had six rebounds in a win over UNC 
Asheville in the home finale (2/23) … Shot better than 60 percent in 13 different games. 2015-2016 at Gardner-
Webb: Played in 15 games … Averaged 2.5 points and 1.1 rebounds per game … Shot 45.5 percent from the floor 
(15-of-33) … Posted an average of 7.0 minutes per contest … Scored three points on a three-pointer at Vanderbilt 
(Nov. 16) ... Poured in a season-high 14 points in 13 minutes against Toccoa Falls (Nov. 19) on 6-of-8 shooting ... 
Tallied five points at George Washington (Nov. 24) ... Recorded seven points and four rebounds against Warren 
Wilson (Dec. 28). 

High School: Played at Pensacola Catholic (Fla.) High under head coach Nick Mead … Selected to play in the 
Pensacola Sports Association Subway All-Star Game, winning MVP for the West team … Invited to play in the 
Annual Florida Panhandle Shootout on April 10 … Averaged 15.7 points and 6.4 rebounds per game … Scored at 
least 20 points in eight games … Recorded four double-doubles as a senior … Finished his career at PCHS with 815 
points and a field goal percentage of 50 percent … Played club basketball for Alabama Challenge. 

25  |  D.J. LASTER

6-6  |  225  |  JR-1L
Pensacola, Fla.
Pensacola Catholic HS

SINGLE-GAME CAREER HIGHS
POINTS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             20 (vs Winthrop, 1/26/17 )

REBOUNDS  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  7 (at Longwood, 1/14/17)

BLOCKS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 (at Winthrop, 2/11/17)

ASSISTS .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 2 (vs Middle Georgia, 12/28/15)

STEALS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .          3 (at UNC Asheville, 12/31/16)

LASTER YEAR-BY-YEAR STATISTICS

Year	 GP	 Min	 Avg	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FT	 FTA	 Pct	 Off 	 Def	 Tot	 Avg	 PF	 FO	 Ast	 TO	 Blk	 Stl	 Pts	 Avg

2015-16	 15	 105	 7.0	 15	 33	 .455	 2	 10	 .200	 5	 10	 .500	 6	 17	 23	 1.5	 23	 0	 2	 10	 2	 3	 37	 2.5

2016-17	 33	 593	 18.0	 104	 203	 .512	 15	 42	 .357	 38	 61	 .623	 44	 78	 122	 3.7	 65	 0	 15	 34	 8	 15	 261	 7.9

TOTAL	 48	 698	 14.5	 119	 236	 .504	 17	 52	 .327	 43	 71	 .606	 50	 95	 145	 3.0	 88	 0	 17	 44	 10	 18	 298	 6.2

	 TOTAL	 3-PT	 FREE THROWS	 REBOUNDING
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Veteran center who remains one of the most physical defenders in the Big South Conference … Solid rebounder 
with great size … Has been a mainstay in the lineup for the past two seasons … Scoring touch around the basket 
has improved, as has free throw shooting … Runs the floor well for a big man.

2016-2017 at Gardner-Webb: Started 33 games in the post … Averaged 14.4 minutes per game … Led the team 
with 33 blocked shots (1.0 bpg) and averaged 2.2 points and 3.5 rebounds per game … One of the team’s best 
offensive rebounders … Had a season-high six points three different times, including the win at Nebraska (12/18) 
… Played only eight minutes in that game and also pulled down four rebounds (three offensive) … Had a season-
high eight rebounds at Georgia (11/25) and vs. Furman (12/10) … Blocked three shots at Radford (1/4). 2015-
2016 at Gardner-Webb: Played in 33 games and made 23 starts in the paint ... Averaged 2.8 points and 4.6 
rebounds per game … Ranked second on the team in rebounding and led team with 37 blocked shots … Shot 47.0 
percent from the floor (31-of-66) … Tallied seven points and five boards at George Washington (Nov. 24) ... Pulled 
down eight rebounds at Army-West Point (Nov. 28) ... Posted nine points and seven boards against Middle Georgia 
(Dec. 28) ... Recorded nine points with a 7-for-10 night from the free throw line and grabbed seven rebounds at 
Charleston Southern (Jan. 30) ... Tallied seven points and six boards at Campbell (Feb. 11). 2014-2015 at GWU: 
Practiced, but did not play as a true freshman.

Before Gardner-Webb: Played with the Chalon U21 Club in Chalon, France … Part of  a squad that posted a 27-3 
record in 2012-2013 ... Excelled on the defensive end of the floor and as a rebounder ... Was once a club teammate 
of 2014 NBA first round draft pick Clint Capela.
 

31  |  L’HASSANE NIANGANE

6-10  |  245  |  JR-1L
Chalon-sur-Saône, France
Elan Chalon U21 Club

SINGLE-GAME CAREER HIGHS
POINTS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .             10 (vs Winthrop, 3/5/16 )

REBOUNDS  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   10 (vs Winthrop, 3/5/16)

BLOCKS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3 (vs. Coastal Carolina, 3/4/16)

ASSISTS .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  3 (vs Toccoa Falls, 11/22/16)

STEALS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .           3 (vs Toccoa Falls, 11/19/15)

NIANGANE YEAR-BY-YEAR STATISTICS

Year	 GP	 Min	 Avg	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FG	 FGA	 Pct	 FT	 FTA	 Pct	 Off 	 Def	 Tot	 Avg	 PF	 FO	 Ast	 TO	 Blk	 Stl	 Pts	 Avg

2015-16	 33	 557	 16.9	 31	 66	 .470	 0	 0	 .000	 30	 51	 .588	 0	 0	 0	 0.0	 104	 6	 12	 35	 37	 11	 92	 2.8

2016-17	 33	 475	 14.4	 27	 57	 .474	 0	 0	 .000	 19	 37	 .514	 61	 56	 117	 3.5	 92	 2	 16	 30	 33	 7	 73	 2.2

TOTAL	 66	 1032	 15.6	 58	 123	 .472	 0	 0	 .000	 49	 88	 .557	 61	 56	 117	 1.8	 196	 8	 28	 65	 70	 18	 165	 2.5

	 TOTAL	 3-PT	 FREE THROWS	 REBOUNDING
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1  |  JAHEAM CORNWALL

6-0  |  175  |  FR-HS
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Putman Science Academy

High School: Played final two seasons at national power Putnam Science (Conn.) Academy under Coach Tom 
Espinosa … Earned third-team All-New England honors following the 2016-2017 season … Ranked as the No. 
13 prospect in the Class of 2017 in Connecticut … A second-team All-League selection … Led team to the 
National Prep Championships Final Four and a 37-5 record … Scored 14 points, dished off  10 assists and had 
only one turnover in a narrow loss to eventual national champion Brewster (N.H.) Academy in the semifinals … 
Was the catalyst on a loaded roster with an average of 11.2 points and 4.6 assists per game … Knocked down an 
efficient 60-of-149 (40%) from long range … Shot 73.3 percent from the charity stripe … Scored a season-high 
33 points and dished off  10 assists vs. Rock Top Academy … Scored 16 points and had eight assists in the City 
of  Palms Tournament vs. St. Anthony (Texas) … Had 14 points and six assists vs. IMG (Fla.) Academy … Scored 
15 points vs. Notre Dame (Mass.) Prep … Helped team to a national top-10 ranking … Played sophomore and 
junior high school basketball seasons at Francis Lewis (N.Y.) High in Queens under Coach Gerard Ciarleglio … 
Earned honorable mention All-Queens honors as a junior from the New York Daily News … A Class A All-State 
selection by the NYSSWA … Averaged 26.2 points, 5.2 rebounds and 6.5 assists per game in 2014-2015 … 
Averaged 19.2 points, 4.1 rebounds and 3.9 assists per game as a sophomore … Chose Gardner-Webb after 
receiving offers from St. Bonaventure, LaSalle, Maine, LIU-Brooklyn, Robert Morris, Sacred Heart, Wagner and 
St. Francis (Brooklyn) … Played travel basketball with a very strong NY Jayhawks squad … Led Jayhawks to the 
2016 Adidas Gauntlet Silver Championship in Atlanta.

10  |  NATE JOHNSON

6-4  |  180 |  FR-RS
Miami, Fla.
McArthur HS

Poised for an outstanding season after using a redshirt year to improve strength … One of the team’s most 
accurate long range shooters … Has excellent overall skills and athleticism … Expected to be one of the top 
newcomers in the Big South Conference in 2017-2018 … Will push for heavy minutes in the backcourt and on 
the wing.

2016-2017 at Gardner-Webb: Redshirted.

High School: Highly-touted guard played senior season at McArthur (Fla.) High under Coach Warren Gale ... 
Earned All-State honors ... A first-team All-Broward County choice by the Ft. Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel and the 
Miami Herald ... Averaged 22.5 points, 6.1 rebounds, 3.3 assists, 2.2 steals and 2.0 blocks per game as a senior 
... Scored a season-high 32 points in a showdown with national power Blanche Ely (Fla.) High ... Played junior 
season at Miami Beach (Fla.) High, where he averaged 13.1 points, 7.6 rebounds and 5.6 assists per game.
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13  |  ACTON SHIRLEY

7-0  |  230  |  FR-HS
Zebulon, Ga.
Pike County HS

High School: Played at Pike County (Ga.) High under Coach Jamal Willis ... Named Class 3A South All-State 
by the Georgia Athletic Coaches Association (GACA) following senior season … Made 157-of-259 shots as a 
senior (60.6 percent) … Averaged 13.9 points and 11.8 rebounds per game … Also blocked 1.4 shots per game 
… Scored a season-high 29 points to go with 16 rebounds and five blocked shots vs. Jackson (Ga.) High … Had 
seven games with 20+ points … Netted 27 points vs. Ola (Ga.) High, connecting on 11-of-12 shots … Made 12-
of-13 shots for 25 points vs. Kendrick (Ga.) High … Shot 80 percent or better in five different games … Recorded 
16 double-doubles … Had 22 points and 18 rebounds vs. Whitewater (Ga.) High.

21  |  PEYTON TRUESDALE

6-2  |  180  |  FR-HS
Asheville, N.C.
Carolina Day School

High School: Starred in the backcourt at Carolina Day School under Coach Trip Cogburn ... Named honorable 
mention All-Western North Carolina by the Asheville Citizen-Times in 2017 ... Earned All-Conference honors 
as a senior ... Also an honorable mention All-WNC selection as a junior ... Earned All-Conference honors as a 
sophomore after helping Pisgah (N.C.) High to a 25-4 mark.
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23  |  NICK MORGAN

6-2  |  185  |  FR-HS
Bluefield, Va.
Graham HS

High School: Standout guard at Graham (Va.) High ... Helped G-Men to a conference title as a senior ... Father, 
Richard Morgan, is the head coach at Bluefield (Va.) College and is a former standout at the University of  
Virginia.

35  |  KALEB HEWITT

5-10  |  165  |  FR-HS
Hickory, N.C.
Hickory HS

High School: Three-sport star at Hickory (N.C.) High ... Earned All-Conference honors on the court for the 
Tornadoes basketball team ... Named Hickory High Male Athlete of the Year in 2017 ... Netted 26 points vs. 
Statesville (N.C.) High ... Had 20 points vs. Freedom (N.C.) High ... Led team to the state playoffs.
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Gardner-Webb Combined Team Statistics (as of Mar 04, 2017)
All games

RECORD: OVERALL HOME AWAY NEUTRAL
ALL GAMES 19-14 9-5 8-8 2-1
CONFERENCE 11-7 5-4 6-3 0-0
NON-CONFERENCE 8-7 4-1 2-5 2-1

Total 3-Point F-Throw Rebounds
## Player gp-gs min avg fg-fga fg% 3fg-fga 3fg% ft-fta ft% off def tot avg pf dq a to blk stl pts avg
03 RIDEAU, LaQuincy 33-32 961 29.1 157-334  . 4 7 0 30-77  . 3 9 0 125-216  . 5 7 9 45 144 189 5.7 99 3 171 112 10 100 469 14.2
20 NELSON, Tyrell 33-33 896 27.2 164-311  . 5 2 7 8-19  . 4 2 1 89-142  . 6 2 7 64 168 232 7.0 99 2 42 68 17 23 425 12.9
11 EFIANAYI, David 32-15 816 25.5 135-265  . 5 0 9 22-53  . 4 1 5 111-154  . 7 2 1 15 64 79 2.5 49 0 61 76 8 31 403 12.6
00 ROBATEAU, Jamaal 33-33 829 25.1 109-252  . 4 3 3 60-156  . 3 8 5 37-47  . 7 8 7 11 88 99 3.0 48 1 47 42 10 39 315 9.5
05 O'REILLY, Liam 33-18 929 28.2 93-234  . 3 9 7 59-161  . 3 6 6 23-34  . 6 7 6 9 87 96 2.9 51 2 49 40 9 24 268 8.1
25 LASTER, DJ 33-0 593 18.0 104-203  . 5 1 2 15-42  . 3 5 7 38-61  . 6 2 3 44 78 122 3.7 65 0 15 34 8 15 261 7.9
14 MILLER, Brandon 31-1 538 17.4 62-116  . 5 3 4 0-0  . 0 0 0 44-88  . 5 0 0 54 72 126 4.1 82 0 9 23 16 16 168 5.4
02 JAMISON, Eric 21-0 152 7.2 23-50  . 4 6 0 9-27  . 3 3 3 4-9  . 4 4 4 7 21 28 1.3 11 0 7 9 2 4 59 2.8
31 NIANGANE, L'Hassan 33-32 475 14.4 27-57  . 4 7 4 0-0  . 0 0 0 19-37  . 5 1 4 61 56 117 3.5 92 2 16 30 33 7 73 2.2
04 TURNER, Christian 31-1 368 11.9 21-47  . 4 4 7 2-7  . 2 8 6 12-15  . 8 0 0 0 32 32 1.0 41 0 62 24 0 22 56 1.8
21 RODDEN, Matt 5-0 15 3.0 4-9  . 4 4 4 1-3  . 3 3 3 0-4  . 0 0 0 2 3 5 1.0 3 0 1 0 0 1 9 1.8
01 JENKINS, Justin 10-0 44 4.4 4-12  . 3 3 3 3-7  . 4 2 9 3-4  . 7 5 0 0 4 4 0.4 1 0 3 1 2 3 14 1.4
24 ZECK, Patrick 19-0 109 5.7 10-15  . 6 6 7 0-0  . 0 0 0 6-8  . 7 5 0 11 13 24 1.3 29 0 3 3 3 6 26 1.4

Team 49 57 106 12
Total.......... 33 6725 913-1905  . 4 7 9 209-552  . 3 7 9 511-819  . 6 2 4 372 887 1259 38.2 670 10 486 474 118 291 2546 77.2
Opponents...... 33 6725 787-1886  . 4 1 7 230-671  . 3 4 3 515-748  . 6 8 9 334 793 1127 34.2 676 - 448 496 120 216 2319 70.3

TEAM STATISTICS GWU OPP
SCORING 2546 2319
  Points per game 77.2 70.3
  Scoring margin +6.9 -
FIELD GOALS-ATT 913-1905 787-1886
  Field goal pct  . 4 7 9  . 4 1 7
3 POINT FG-ATT 209-552 230-671
  3-point FG pct  . 3 7 9  . 3 4 3
  3-pt FG made per game 6.3 7.0
FREE THROWS-ATT 511-819 515-748
  Free throw pct  . 6 2 4  . 6 8 9
  F-Throws made per game 15.5 15.6
REBOUNDS 1259 1127
  Rebounds per game 38.2 34.2
  Rebounding margin +4.0 -
ASSISTS 486 448
  Assists per game 14.7 13.6
TURNOVERS 474 496
  Turnovers per game 14.4 15.0
  Turnover margin +0.7 -
  Assist/turnover ratio 1.0 0.9
STEALS 291 216
  Steals per game 8.8 6.5
BLOCKS 118 120
  Blocks per game 3.6 3.6
ATTENDANCE 17686 61777
  Home games-Avg/Game 14-1263 16-3701
  Neutral site-Avg/Game - 3-852

Score by Periods 1st 2nd OT OT2 Totals
Gardner-Webb 1215 1268 54 9 2546
Opponents 1066 1179 60 14 2319

Date Opponent Score Att.
11/11/16 at SMU  L 44-72 6852
11/14/16 at Pitt  L 80-99 4614
11/18/16 vs Eastern Michigan  L 68-76 0
11/19/16 vs Howard W 94-78 0
11/22/16 TOCCOA FALLS W 103-53 2150
11/25/16 at Georgia  L 59-77 7069
11/29/16 COKER W 102-54 1123
12/03/16 at VMI W 86-68 1097
12/07/16 HAMPTON W 69-63 1189
12/10/16 FURMAN  L 65-68 1539
12/16/16 WARREN WILSON W 95-45 589
12/18/16 at Nebraska W 70-62 14333
12/21/16 at Kansas State  L 54-67 11602

* 12/29/16 HIGH POINT  L 64-71 1014
* 12/31/16 at UNC Asheville  L o t 85-90 1491
* 01/04/17 at Radford W 70-59 733
* 01/07/17 CHARLESTON SOUTHERN W 79-75 125
* 01/11/17 CAMPBELL  L 60-76 1291
* 01/14/17 at Longwood W 85-79 1118
* 01/19/17 at Liberty  L 62-65 1974
* 01/21/17 PRESBYTERIAN W 78-61 1457
* 01/26/17 WINTHROP  L 70-72 1781
* 01/28/17 at Charleston Southern W 85-76 707
* 02/01/17 at Campbell W 80-68 1473
* 02/04/17 LONGWOOD W 90-64 1029
* 02/09/17 LIBERTY  L o 2 87-92 1204
* 02/11/17 at Winthrop  L 71-77 1567
* 02/15/17 RADFORD W 70-59 906
* 02/18/17 at Presbyterian W 84-56 409
* 02/23/17 UNC ASHEVILLE W 81-76 2289
* 02/25/17 at High Point Wot 88-86 1174

03/02/17 vs High Point W 91-55 2556
03/03/17 at Winthrop  L o t 77-80 3008

* - Conference game

LAST SEASON’S STATISTICS  |  RESULTS








