
WOMEN’S RUGBY 
2017 Year in Review 
 
TEAM FACTS: 
Head Coach: Brittany Waters (3rd Season) 
Assistant Coaches: Julianne Zussman, Kim Donaldson, Mandy Marchak, Selena 
Hickson 
Team Captain: Julia Folk, Chanelle Edwards-Challenger 
2017 Key returnees: Jess Neilson, Tiffany Picketts, Julia Folk, Chanelle Edwards-
Challenger 
2017 Key departures: Shannon Fitzpatrick, Chelsey Minter 
 
2017 AWARD WINNERS: 
Canada West All-Stars: Tiffany Picketts, Julia Folk, Chanelle Edwards-Challenger, 
Jess Neilson, Kara Galbraith 
Canada West Student-Athlete Community Service: Angela Thompson 
U SPORTS First Team All-Canadians: Julia Folk 
U SPORTS Second Team All-Canadians: Tiffany Picketts, Chanelle Edwards-
Challenger, Jess Neilson 
U SPORTS Athlete of the Month: Madison Aberg 
U SPORTS Student-Athlete Community Service: Angela Thompson 
 
VARSITY COUNCIL AWARDS 
Athlete of the Month: Madison Aberg (September) 
 
SEASON RECORD 
Canada West Record: 3-1 (2nd) 
Canada West Final Four: 1-1 (Silver) 
 
2016-17 ACADEMIC ALL-CANADIANS 
Sya Trafford 
Nicole Dupuis 
Shannon Fitzpatrick 
Chelsea Marshall 
Tiffany Picketts 
Angela Thompson 
Samantha Robb 
Jamie Beck 
Julia Folk 
Dakota Weir 
Jess Neilson 
 
U SPORTS TOP 10 RANKINGS 
09/19/17 – UVic #9 
09/26/17 – UVic #8 



10/03/17 – UVic #6 
10/10/17 – UVic #4 
10/17/17 – UVic #4 
10/24/17 – UVic #6 
10/31/17 – UVic #7 
 
 
 
CANADA WEST REGULAR SEASON 
 
     DATE                 OPPONENT       LOCATION             RESULT 
Sep. 17 Alberta Victoria, B.C. W 82-0 

Sep. 24 UBC Victoria, B.C. W 82-0 

Sep. 39 Lethbridge Victoria, B.C. W 59-20 

Oct. 15 Calgary Victoria, B.C. L 34-22 

 
 
CANADA WEST FINAL FOUR 
 
DATE                   OPPONENT           LOCATION           RESULT 
Oct. 20 Lethbridge Calgary, AB W 20-17 

Oct. 22 Calgary Calgary, AB L 26-21 

 
 
 
SEASON RECAP 
 
Early exaltation gave way to heartbreak for a UVic Vikes women’s rugby team that 
continued to redefine the heights that the program can achieve. In her third season 
in charge of the team head coach Brittany Waters led the Vikes to what was 
undoubtedly their best Canada West regular season and also ended with them 
medalling at the conference championships for the fourth season in a row. 
 
A strong returning core that included Tiffany Picketts, Julia Folk, Chanelle Edwards-
Challenger, Jess Neilson, Jennifer Appleby and Sya Trafford were joined by first-year 
standouts Shaye Tudor, Emily Belchos, Renee Gonzales and Sasha Guedes. 
 
The Vikes served notice to the rest of the nation that they were in the hunt for their 
third consecutive berth at the U SPORTS National Championship right from the 
opening whistle in their very first game.   
 



51 first half points were poured in as the Vikes dominated one of their biggest rivals, 
the Alberta Pandas, eventually winning the game by a score of 82-0, the largest 
margin of victory in the program’s history. 
 
The Vikes equalled that record-setting performance the very next week. 
 
Madison Aberg scored four tries in the game as the Vikes showed absolute control 
over their opponent for the second game in a row, en route to putting up another 
82-0 shutout. 
 
It took until the fourth minute in the third game of their season, 84 minutes in total, 
before the Vikes allowed a point to be scored against them. The team rebounded 
from their first deficit of the year to put up 42 points of their own in the first half to 
eventually run away with a 59-20 victory over the Lethbridge Pronghorns. 
 
In the final game of the Canada West regular season the Vikes went up against the 
only other undefeated team in the conference, the Calgary Dinos. 
 
A game full of momentum swings went Calgary’s way as the visitors scored 17 
points in the second half to hold off a furious Vikes comeback attempt to secure a 
34-22 victory. 
 
Next up for the team was a journey to Calgary for the Canada West Championships. 
Not only were the Vikes playing for the conference championship but also for a spot 
in the U SPORTS National Championship. With Lethbridge already occupying one 
Canada West spot at nationals as the host, only the winner of the tournament would 
join them in having a shot to win it all. 
 
Four different players scored tries to lead the Vikes past an upset-minded 
Lethbridge Pronghorns team by a score of 20-17 in the conference semifinals. That 
victory ensured that for the second-straight year the Vikes and Dinos would battle 
for the right to be called Canada West Champions. 
 
In a game that went down to the wire, the Dinos scored a try right as time expired to 
claim the conference crown and the lone Canada West berth at nationals. Renee 
Gonzales, Tiffany Picketts and Jennifer Appleby all scored tries in the game as the 
Vikes fought hard until the bitter end. 
 
 

2017 Roster 

 NAME POS HT YR HOMETOWN PREVIOUS TEAM (HIGH SCHOOL) 

 Madison Aberg Centre 5-6 3 Calgary, AB Team Alberta U18 (EP Scarlett HS) 

 Jennifer Appleby Prop 5-7 3 Regina, SK Team Saskatchewan (Dr. Martin LeBoldus HS) 

http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3526&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3527&path=wrugby


 Jamie Beck Wing 5-6 4 Houston, BC Team BC (Houston Secondary) 

 Emily Belchos Fly Half 5-7 1 Innisfil, ON Team Canada (Barrie Central Collegiate) 

 Amy Camicioli Wing 5-0 1 Edmonton, AB Ross Sheppard High School 

 Gurpreet Dhaliwal Wing 5-11 4 Abbotsford, BC Abbotsford Secondary 

 Emma Dupuis Flank 5-8 1 Port Alberni, B.C. Alberni District Secondary 

 Chanelle Edwards-Challenger Centre 5-9 3 Calgary, AB Team Canada (Springbank Community HS) 

 Louise Eriksson Centre 5-5 1 Denman Island, BC Team BC (GP Vanier Secondary) 

 
Claire Fioretti Centre 5-1 1 Calgary, AB Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 

 
Julia Folk Flank 5-3 4 Regina, SK Team Saskatchewan (Dr. Martin Leboldus High School) 

 
Kara Galbraith Flyhalf 5-7 4 Ladysmith, BC (Lady Smith Secondary) 

 
Renee Gonzales Flanker 5-5 1 Scarborough, ON Lindenwood University (West Lutheran High School) 

 
Zoe Goodwin-Sutton 2nd Row 5-10 2 Ottawa, ON Rugby Ontario (Glebe Collegiate) 

 
Frelen Gorst Wing 5-1 1 Sooke, BC Belmont Secondary 

 
Madeleine Graham Back 3 5-5 4 Edmonton, AB Team Alberta (St. Francis Xavier Secondary) 

 
Sasha Guedes Scrumhalf 5-3 1 Ottawa, ON John Abbott College (Philemon Wright High School) 

 
Kathrina Harms Flanker 5-6 1 Surrey, B.C. (Fraser Heights Secondary) 

 
Ashlynn Jackson Back 3 5-5 2 Smithers, BC Smithers Secondary 

 
Brianne Kucey Flanker 5-3 1 Langley, BC Brookswood Secondary 

 
Adriana Lozeman Back 3 5-6 1 Banff, AB Banff Community High School 

 
Delaney Martin 2nd Row 5-7 1 Cobble Hill, B.C. Brentwood College 

 
Kelsey McKinnon Prop 5-8 2 Water Valley, AB Alberta Rugby (Cremona H.S) 

 
Jess Neilson Fly Half 5-5 4 North Vancouver, BC Team Canada (Carson Graham) 

 
Kristine Osachuk Scrum Half 5-5 3 Campbell River, B.C. Lindenwood University (Carihi Secondary) 

 
Ashah Payson Wing 5-7 2 Banff, AB Alberta Rugby (Banff Community H.S) 

 
Tiffany Picketts Prop 5-10 5 Abbotsford, BC Team Canada (Abbotsford Senior Secondary) 

 
Brigitte Reid Fly Half 5-8 1 Shawnigan Lake, BC Cowichan Secondary 

 
Kate Richards Scrum Half 5-5 1 Surrey, BC Semiahmoo Secondary 

 
Kennedy Rolston Centre 5-4 1 Victoria, BC Reynolds Secondary 

 
Avishag Sharabi Wing 5-2 2 Cobble Hill, B.C. BC Rugby (Brentwood College) 

 
Madison Smith Flanker 5-9 1 Surrey, BC Elgin Park Secondary 

 
Angela Thompson Centre 5-6 4 Regina, SK Team Saskatchewan (Dr. Martin LeBoldus HS) 

 
Sya Trafford Centre 5-8 5 Calgary, AB Team Alberta U-18 (Western Canada High School) 

 
Shaye Tudor Flanker 5-5 1 Victoria, BC Canada U-18 (Claremont Secondary) 

http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3528&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3622&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3548&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3529&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3530&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3531&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3590&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3623&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3532&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3591&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3592&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3533&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3534&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3535&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3593&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3536&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3537&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3538&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3617&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3539&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3540&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3541&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3542&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3543&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3544&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3624&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3618&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3619&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3545&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3620&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3546&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3547&path=wrugby
http://www.govikesgo.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3621&path=wrugby


 

 
 
 
 


