
BOSTON UNIVERSITY BASKETBALL:
a storied HISTORY

BU Hall of Famer Tom Gastall (1952-55) with head 
coach Matt Zunic, who compiled a 96-58 record from 

1952-59. 

Russ Peterson was BU’s head coach 
from 1945-48, recording a 36-18 

record in three seasons.

Mel Collard coached the Terriers from 
1935-45 and led BU to a 64-63 recrod.

Kevin Thomas (1953-56) 
finished his BU career 

with nine school records 
and had his No. 4 jersey 

retired in 1999.

Johnny Nunziato (1951-54) was the first 
recipient of the Lou Cohen Award for 

team MVP.

1901 - Boston University visits Brown for the school’s first-ever men’s basketball game, a 35-26 win • 1955 - Kevin Thomas grabs 34 rebounds in a game vs. Boston College, a record that still stands today

The 1908-09 Team The 1911-12 Team

Marty Reisner ‘52 was the first BU 
player to score over 30 points in a 

game (1/20/51)
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a storied HISTORY

Randy Cross (1962-65), 
the 1964 Mickey Cochrane 

Memorial Award recipient (BU 
Athlete of the Year) and E. 

Ray Speare Award winner (BU 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year)

Jim Hayes (1967-70) 
averaged a school-
record 24.3 points 
per game in his BU 
career. His number 

was retired in 1970.

1959 ncaa 
elite eight 

participants

BU Hall of Famer
Bob Cumings
(1956-59)

The 1958-59 Terriers made history as the first 
BU squad to make the NCAA tournament.

BU’s first basketball hall of fame inductee Lou Cohen 
(1926-28) presents the MVP award named after him 

to Larry McNulty (1962) 

1959 - BU advances to the Elite Eight of the NCAA tournament in the Terriers’ first postseason appearance • Jim Hayes scores a school-record 47 points vs. Springfield on Feb. 23, 1970



Richard Taylor, 
1971 Rhodes Scholar

James Garvin (1970-73) is the 
No. 2 rebounder in school history 

with 935 career boards. 

Head coach Ron Mitchell with 1973-74 captains 
Kenny Boyd and Steve Dabney. The Terriers 

defeated Harvard, 92-90, and Boston College, 
94-92 in overtime, for the Beanpot title.

Steve Wright (1976-80) led 
the Terriers to their first NIT 

appearance in 1980. His #33 is 
retired by the University.

1983 ecac north 
atlantic conference 

champions

2013 Naismith 
Basketball Hall 

of Fame inductee 
Rick Pitino 

coached BU to a 
91-51 record from 

1978-83

1979 - BU scores a school-record 124 points vs. New Hampshire on Feb. 17 • 1980 - BU makes its first NIT appearance • 1983 - The Terriers claim their first-ever conference title, winning the ECAC North Atlantic Tourna-
ment  



Larry Jones,
1988 NAC Player 

of the Year

1990 north atlantic 
conference champions

Steven Key was the
1990 NAC Player

of the Year

1988 north atlantic 
conference champions

Drederick Irving (1984-
88) is BU’s No. 2 all-time 
scorer with 1,935 points

Mike Jarvis (right) led the 
Terriers to NCAA appearances 

in 1988 and 1990

1988 - Larry Jones becomes BU’s first conference player of the year • 1990 - Mike Jarvis becomes the first Terrier head coach to take a team to two NCAA tournaments



Defending national champion Duke at 
sold out Walter Brown Arena, 1/21/92

1997 
America East 
Champions

Tunji Awojobi, BU’s all-time
 leading scorer

Dave Stiff, 1995 America East 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year

Raja Bell, 1995 America East
Rookie of the Year

LeVar Folk

1997 - Tunji Awojobi graduates as one of just five NCAA Division I players to ever register at least 2,000 points, 1,000 rebounds and 300 blocked shots in a career • Dennis Wolff leads the Terriers to a school-record 25 
wins

Mark Daly, a 1992 
Academic All-American, 

scored 1,016 career points



LeVar Folk

BU vs. Connecticut - 3/10/59
Boston University 60
Name	fg	  FT	 R	 PF	 TP
Cumings	 5	 5			   15
Gates	 4	 2			   10
Washington	 1	 6			   8
Leaman	 5	 5			   15
Stagis	 1	 2			   4
O’Connell	 1	 4			   6
Supriano	 1	 0			   2				  
Totals	 18	 24			   60	

connecticut 58
Name	fg	  FT	 R	 PF	 TP
Pipczynski	 2	 1			   5
Davis	 3	 0			   6
Kelly	 0	 0			   0
Cooper	 7	 3			   17
Rose	 5	 18			   28
Risley	 0	 0			   0	
Countryman	 1	 0			   2				  
Totals	 18	 22			   58

BU vs. #18 Navy - 3/13/59
navy 55
Name	fg	  FT	 R	 PF	 TP
Metzler	 8-14	 0-0	 8	 5	 16
Johnson	 1-4	 0-0	 1	 0	 2
Brown	 4-10	 0-0	 14	 1	 8
Bower	 1-11	 6-6	 10	 1	 8
Delano	 2-2	 4-6	 2	 4	 8
Doyle	 1-3	 0-0	 2	 2	 2
Land	 0-1	 0-0	 1	 1	 0
Egan	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 0	
Banyard	 4-6	 3-3	 1	 2	 11	
Team			   5				  
Totals	 21-51	 13-15	 45	 16	 11

Boston University 62
Name	fg	  FT	 R	 PF	 TP
Washington	 4-13	 6-7	 19	 3	 14
Cumings	 6-15	 2-3	 6	 1	 14
Gates	 3-9	 3-4	 3	 2	 9
Leaman	 5-16	 3-4	 3	 2	 9
Stagis	 3-13	 2-2	 5	 0	 8
O’Connell	 1-3	 0-0	 0	 1	 2
Supriano	 0-0	 2-2	 0	 0	 2
Team			   3				  
Totals	 22-69	 18-22	 38	 11	 62

Score By Periods		 1st	 2nd	T otal
Boston U		  32	 30	 62
Navy		  30	 25	 55

2002
America East 
Champions

BU won at Big Ten 
powerhouse Michigan 

two years in a row

The Terriers took on Cincinnati 
at the 2002 NCAA tournament 

in Pittsburgh, Pa.

Chaz Carr (left) scored 24 points to help 
BU christen Agganis Arena with a win over 

Vermont on Feb. 12, 2005

2005 - The Terriers led the nation in field goal percentage defense (37.1%) • Dennis Wolff leads the team to four straight 20-win seasons, a first in BU history • Agganis Arena opens on Feb. 12  

BU 61, Michigan 60 (OT)
Dec. 30, 2003

BU 63,Michigan 52
Dec. 14, 2004

During the 2008-09 season, the Boston University men’s 
basketball program celebrated its 100th season. On Feb. 

21, 2009, the Terriers defeated Iona for the 1,000th 
victory in school history.

Dennis Wolff led BU to 

the NCAA Trounament in 

1997 & 2002.


