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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Welcome to the 

United States 

Military 

Academy 

     President Thomas Jefferson established the United States Military Academy 

(USMA) on March 16, 1802.  USMA is located in West Point, NY which is less 

than 50 miles north of New York City on the narrowest part of the Hudson 

River.  The significance of this location dates back to the Revolutionary War 

when General Washington ordered that a chain be constructed to stretch 

across the Hudson in order to prevent British ships from sailing down the 

Hudson to New York City.  Although the chain was never tested, it is believed 

that its mere presence was sufficient to deter the British from attempting to 

sail down the Hudson at all.  In addition to its Revolutionary War heritage, West 

Point also has the distinction of being the oldest continuously garrisoned post 

in the United States. 

 

 The mission of USMA is to “educate train and inspire the Corps of 

Cadets so that each graduate is a commissioned leader of character committed 

to the values of Duty, Honor, Country and prepared for a career of professional 

excellence and service to the Nation as an officer in the United States Army.”  

In order to accomplish this mission, USMA educates cadets in three pillars: 

academic, military, and physical.  The Academy also has a strict honor code 

that all cadets are expected to internalize: “A cadet will not lie, cheat, steal, or 

tolerate those who do.” 

 

 USMA has a very rigorous four year program with numerous academic, 

military, and physical requirements to graduate.  The Academy offers a wide 

range of academic majors in both the arts and sciences.  Regardless of major, 

all cadets are required to complete courses in a broad range of courses across 

all departments at the Academy.  All cadets graduate with a Bachelor of 

Science and are commissioned as Second Lieutenants in the Army. 

 

The Army West Point Women’s Fencing Team is proud to host the NIWFA 

2018 Conference Championship. 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

We congratulate 

Denise O’Connor 

on her sixty year association with the  

National Intercollegiate Women’s Fencing Association 

and thank her for her service and all she has done to  

promote, expand and enhance opportunities for women 

in the sport of fencing. 

 

Connie Adams  Chris Cerullo  Sharon Everson  Nikki Franke   

Nat Goodhartz  Sharone Huey  Ellen Jacobs   Cathy McCarthy  

Zoila Palacio   Judy Sedore   Jennette Starks-

Faulkner  

Anne Marie Williams  

…and more….   

Brooklyn College 

Alumnae Fencers 

and Friends 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

National 

Intercollegiate 

Women’s Fencing 

Association 

     Three women collegiate fencers, Julia Jones and Dorothy Hafner of New York 

University and Elizabeth Ross of Cornell University, founded the NIWFA in 1929. The 

inspiration and model for the new athletic association for women was the men's 

Intercollegiate Fencing Association (IFA) founded a third of a century before. The 

purpose of the organization was to develop women's intercollegiate fencing and to 

sponsor an annual championship. 

      

New York University won the first team championship. Mrs. Mildred Stuyvesant 

Fish of New York, donated the perpetual trophy for the team championship. Julia Jones, 

an N.Y.U. student won the first individual championship. Until her death in 1995, Ms. 

Jones was the guiding light of the association she helped to establish. 

      

The Christmas Invitational is an individual event for collegiate women hosted by 

the NIWFA on the first Sunday in December. Each member college/university may enter a 

maximum of six foil, six epee and six saber fencers in the annual event. This 

developmental event for novice fencers sanctions the participation of United States 

Fencing Association (USFA) Class "C" fencers or below. (Fencers need not be members 

of the USFA.) 

     

 The competition in each weapon is conducted in a round robin format to a final 

of six fencers. Fencers eliminated in the first round compete in a consolation round. 

Each entrant is thereby provided with at least two rounds of fencing competition. The six 

finalists are awarded Julia Jones Medals. The Evelyn Terhune Trophy is presented to 

the winner of the foil event. The first place epeeist is awarded the Betty Santelli Trophy 

and the saber champion, the NIWFA Trophy. 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

The NIWFA Team and Individual Championships are held on the last 

Saturday in February or the first Saturday in March. Foil, epee and saber teams 

compete in separate round robin formatted championships. A match between each 

three-member team consists of three bouts. The total number of bouts won 

determines the team championship. 

 

 The Mildred Stuyvesant Fish Trophy is presented to the Champion Foil 

Team; the Raymond Miller Trophy to the Champion Epee Team and the Giorgio 

Santelli Trophy to the Champion Saber Team. The Combined Weapons Team 

Champion is awarded the Olympians Trophy. The second place team is presented 

with the West Point Trophy. Each member of the first four teams is awarded a 

Julia Jones Medal. 

 

Sixteen fencers in each weapon qualify from the team events for 

participation in the Direct Elimination Individual Championships. The eight finalists 

in each weapon are awarded Julia Jones Medals. The Foil Champion is awarded 

the Julia Jones Trophy; the Epee Champion, the Salle Santelli Women's Epee 

Team Trophy and the Saber Champion, the Saber Trophy. 

 

 Any college or university granting a degree at the Bachelor's level is invited 

to become a member of the association. Members of fencing teams must be 

matriculated, undergraduate, full-time students in good standing. Student athletes 

must be amateur fencers. Following the guidelines of the National Collegiate 

Athletic Association (NCAA), fencers are eligible to compete in the NIWFA for a 

total of four years.  

 

 The NIWFA remains true to the vision of its founders by continuing to 

provide competitive fencing opportunities for collegiate women and develop their 

skills in competition. Many NIWFA alumnae continue to be actively involved in 

fencing. 

 

19 NIWFA alumnae have participated on one or more Olympic Teams 

17 NIWFA alumnae have participated on one or more Pan American Teams 

15 NIWFA alumnae have won one or more AFLA and USFA National Championship. 

 

How strong is NIWFA competition? Fencing is not a sport which can be 

measured in absolute terms of how far, how fast or how much. Most NIWFA 

fencers learn to fence while they are in college, although some started in 

secondary school or in a club. There is considerable range in skill level among 

NIWFA fencers. (The competitive field, however, is approximately that of USFA 

Class "C" fencers or below.) 

  

 



8 

 

March 3, 2018 

 

Dear NIWFA Fencers, Coaches and Alumnae, 

 

In 1969 when Denise O’Connor asked (actually told) me to hire, organize and 

assign scorers and timers for the NIWFA Championships being held at Brooklyn College, I 

was a bit nonplussed. I was a Junior transfer to the BC Physical Education Department, a 

novice fencer on her Junior Varsity team and had never organized anything of that nature. 

It was the start of my association with the NIWFA, my administrative career and living the 

Denise O’Connor tenet of “giving back to fencing.” 

There is no better role model for that than Denise who has been associated with 

the NIWFA for over 60 years, wearing one hat or another, to say nothing of her diverse 

roles within USA Fencing.  Her passion for the sport, which she shared through her 

teaching and coaching, was infectious and had a profound effect on too many of her 

students to list.   

She lived a fundamental principle of the NIWFA, to give women opportunities for 

leadership roles and mentor and support them.  A principle that she continued into 

retirement and the NIWFA has done successfully for 90 years.   The NIWFA was the first 

organization at whose Championships I fenced, served on a Bout Committee, Chaired a 

Bout Committee, officiated a gold medal bout, and served as an officer.  The fact that they 

were under Denise’s tutelage and while Julia Jones was still actively involved was an honor 

and a gift. They are two fencing icons.   

I am proud of my association with the NIWFA and the fact that my final experience 

in fencing will be at the 90
th

 Annual Championships.  The circle is complete.  

Wishing you all the best for the next 90 years of the NIWFA. 

Sharon 

Sharon Everson 

President 
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March 3, 2018 

 

Dear Julia, 

 

I have my fulfilled promise to ensure the continuation of your beloved 

NIWFA. It is time for the younger generation to follow in your footsteps. 

I am privileged to have personally worked with a pioneer in women's 

sports. You were a college freshman interested in athletics but not the right 

height for basketball. A friend suggested fencing and a legend was born. You 

started a fencing team and the first organization for women's fencing. You 

became the first NIWFA Champion as well a member of the first NIWFA 

Championship team. Three years later you organized the Christmas Invitational 

for Metropolitan New York college women who traveled home for the holidays. 

They, in turn, returned to their schools to start fencing programs. Under your 

leadership and passion for the game, membership increased from the original 

three teams until twenty six teams participated in two day championships. 

When the NCAA discovered women's collegiate fencing, you continued to 

perpetuate the NIWFA. Today we celebrate the 90th consecutive annual 

championship, the longest of any collegiate athletic championship for women. 

I began my association with the NIWFA as a freshman, continued as a 

coach, an official, an administrator and a personal friend. I inherited your 

passion for fencing and the NIWFA. I am amongst the women who have 

experienced athletic competition, both as an individual and a team member, 

when the doors were closed to women in sport. You have touched so many 

who are Olympians, coaches, teachers and parents whose daughters fence and 

carry on with your passion because of your dedication to the development of 

women fencers. 

 

 Thank you Julia. 

  

 Denise  
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

NIWFA Trophies 

Olympians Trophy: donated by NIWFA graduates who were members of 

Olympic Teams. 

 

West Point Trophy: donated by members of the Army team to be 

presented to the second place Combined Weapon Team Champion. 

 

Division III Trophy is presented to the top placing Division III team. 

 

Mildred Stuyvesant Fish Trophy: donated by the generous patron of 

fencing and advocate for women's fencing.  

 

Raymond Miller Trophy: donated by students of the William Paterson 

State Teachers College coach of NIWFA team and individual champions 

and long time NIWFA mentor. 

 

Giorgio Santelli Trophy: donated by the NIWFA to honor Maestro 

Santelli's support of the Association and women's fencing. 

 

Julia Jones Trophy: donated by the NIWFA to honor its founder, first 

champion and her pioneering effort for the continuity and development of 

women's collegiate fencing. 

 

Salle Santelli Women's USFA National Championship Epee Team 

donated by the members of the team, all of whom were NIWFA graduates. 

 

Sabre Individual Trophy donated by the NIWFA 

 

Evelyn Terhune Trophy donated by students and friends of the NIWFA 

graduate, Olympian, coach of Fairleigh Dickinson University and long time 

mentor of the NIWFA. 

 

Betty Santelli Trophy: donated by friends of the long time supporter of 

the NIWFA. 
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at the United States Military Academy 

NIWFA Defending Champions 

Combined Weapon Team: Olympians Trophy: Temple University 

Head Coach: Nikki Franke 

 

West Point Trophy: Stevens Institiue of Technology 

Coach: Linda Vollkommer-Lynch 

 

Division III Trophy: Stevens Institute of Technology 

Coach: Linda Vollkommer-Lynch 

 

Club Trophy: Rutgers University 

Coach: Fiona Lynch 

 

2017 Team Champions: 

Foil Team:  Mildred Stuyvesant Fish Trophy: Temple University 

Epee Team: Raymond Miller Trophy: Temple University 

Sabre Team: Giorgio Santelli Trophy: Johns Hopkins University 

 

2017 Individual Champions: 

Foil: Betty Santelli Trophy: Kennedy Lovelace, Temple University 

Epee : Salle Santelli Women’s Trophy: Natasia Toby, Fairleigh Dickinson 

Sabre: NIWFA Trophy: Erin Chen, Johns Hopkins University 

 

2017 Christmas Invitational Champions: 

Foil: Abby Kaye, Stevens Institute of Technology 

Epee: Shaina Morris, Johns Hopkins University 

Sabre: Natalie Martinez, Johns Hopkins University 

 

 

The top six fencers are awarded the Julia Jones Medals 

Members of the first four teams in each weapon receive the Julia Jones Medals. 

The top eight individual fencers are awarded the Julia Jones medals. The Julia 

Jones medal,  depicting  the likeness of the first champion and founder of the 

Association, was designed by her husband, artist Anthony Pugliese. 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

NIWFA Individual Foil Champions 

1929  Julia Jones (New York University) 

1930  Elizabeth Ross (Cornell University) 

1931  Elizabeth Ross (Cornell University) 

1932  Dorothy Hafner (New York University) 

1933  Frances Siegal (New York University) 

1934  Stella Fox (Brooklyn College) 

1935  Madeline Dalton (Hunter College) 

1936  Mildred Stewart (Hunter College) 

1937  Mildred Stewart (Hunter College) 

1938  Maria Cerra (Hunter College) 

1939  Helena Mroczkowski (Hofstra University) 

1940  Maria Cerra (Hunter College) 

1941  Grace Acel (William & Mary) 

1942  Grace Acel (Cornell University) 

1943  Grace Acel (Cornell University 

1944  Grace Uhtoff (Hunter College) 

1945  Julia Kassell (Brooklyn College) 

1946  Barbara Weiss (New York University) 

1947  Estelle Osher (Hunter College) 

1948  Diane Greenberg (New York University) 

1949  Diane Greenberg (New York University) 

1950  Sally Zacharewitz (New York University) 

1951  Rosemary Nasce (New York University) 

1952  Anne Drungis (Hunter College) 

1953  Cathy Kopp (Montclair State College) 

1954  Sandra Whithead (Elmira College) 

1955  Joanne Monteverde (Fairleigh Dickinson) 

1956  Jane Dardia (Paterson State College) 

1957  June Johnson (Rochester Institute of Technology) 

1958  Dolores Comerio (Jersey City State College) 

1959  Francesca Sidoti (Jersey City State College) 

1960  Madeline Miyamoto (Fairleigh Dickinson) 

1961  Paulette Singelakis (Paterson State College) 

1962  Paulette Singelakis (Paterson State College) 

1963  Madeline Miyamoto (Fairleigh Dickinson) 

1964  Arleen Melnick (Paterson State College) 

1965  Arleen Melnick (Paterson State College) 

1966  Carol Abby (New York University) 

1967  Patricia Preziosi (Fairleigh Dickinson) 

1968  Karen Denton (Cornell University) 

1969  Sally Pechinsky (New York University) 

1970  Sally Pechinsky (New York University) 

1971  Ruth White (New York University) 

1972  Ruth White (New York University) 

1973  Susan McCourt (California-State Fullerton) 

1974  Peggy Walbridge (Cornell University) 

1975  Vincent Hurley (San Jose University) 

1976  Stacey Johnson (San Jose University) 

1977  Vincent Hurley (San Jose University) 

1978  Stacey Johnson (San Jose University) 

1979  Joy Ellington (San Jose University) 

1980  Gina Farkashazy (Wayne State University) 

1981  Sharon Sobers (St. John’s University) 

1982  Andrea Metkus (Yale University) 

1983  Sharon Monplaisir (Hunter College) 

1984  Anne Marie McGrath (Paterson State College) 

1985  Sharon Monplaisir (Hunter College) 

1986  Celeste Murphy (Temple University) 

1987  Cathy Humphrey (Temple University) 

1988  Zoila Palacio (Brooklyn College) 

1989  Sarah Eisenberg (New York University) 

1990  Marie Petit-Michele (Temple University) 

1991  Rachel Carson (Temple University) 

1992  Tracey Thorne (New York University) 

1993  Christi Como (Temple University) 

1994  Kim Carlton (Cornell University) 

1995  Melissa DaSilva (Rutgers University) 

1996  Debbie Curry (Temple University) 

1997  Marissa Barnes-Hopkins (Temple University) 

1998  Marissa Barnes-Hopkins (Temple University) 

1999  Sheelagh Johnson (University of Virginia) 

2000  Sheelagh Johnson (Tufts University) 

2001  Gina DeIseo (Temple University) 

2002  Stephanie Izzolino (Temple University) 

2003  Jeanne Browne (Temple University) 

2004  Jenna Remmert (Temple University) 

2005  Emily Hannenberg (USMA) 

2006  Emily Hannenberg (USMA) 

2007  Emily Hannenberg (USMA) 

2008  Nina Gernes (Temple University) 

2009  Melissa Parker (Temple University) 

2010  Melissa Parker (Temple University) 

2011  Epiphany Georges (Temple University) 

2012  Epiphany Georges (Temple University) 

2013  Epiphany Georges (Temple University) 

2014  Epiphany Georges (Temple University) 

2015  Allison Berdichevsky (Hunter College) 

2016  Abby Kaye (Stevens Institute of Tecnology) 

2017  Kennedy Lovelace (Temple University) 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

NIWFA Individual Sabre Champions 

1996  Jenna Morgan (James Madison University) 

1997  Jennifer Rolling (Johns Hopkins University) 

1998  Gina DeIeso (Temple University) 

1999  Kim Yasutis (University of Virginia) 

2000  Julia Korony (Temple University) 

2001  Julia Korony (Temple University) 

2002  Julia Korony (Temple University) 

2003  Sara Forsythe (Temple University) 

2004  Stephanie Sargent (Temple University) 

2005  Brenna Rabel (Drew University) 

2006  Brenna Rabel (Drew University) 

2007  Erica Galarza (Fairleigh Dickinson University) 

2008  Alyssa Lombardi (Temple University) 

2009  Kristin Howell (Temple University) 

2010  Emma Buckingham (Haverford College) 

2011  Chantal Montrose (Temple University) 

2012  Chantal Montrose (Temple University) 

2013  Chantal Montrose (Temple University) 

2014  Chantal Montrose (Temple University) 

2015  Safa Ibrahim (Temple University) 

2016  Julie McEldon (Stevens Institute of Technology) 

2017  Natasia Toby (Fairleigh Dickinson University) 

2000  Sara Walsh (Johns Hopkins University) 

2001  Sara Walsh (Johns Hopkins University) 

2002  Sakinah Shaahid (Temple University) 

2003  Kasara Williams (Tufts University) 

2004  Aziza Hasasan (Temple University) 

2005  Nnennaya Okoro (Temple University) 

2006  Louisa May Zouein (Tufts University) 

2007  Louisa May Zouein (Tufts University) 

2008  Christie Griffith (Temple University) 

2009  Kamali Thompson (Temple University) 

2010  Kamali Thompson (Temple University) 

2011  Kamali Thompson (Temple University) 

2012  Kamali Thompson (Temple University) 

2013  Sophia Bischof (Fairleigh Dickinson University) 

2014  Tiki Kastor (Temple University) 

2015  Lauren Rangel-Friedman (Temple University) 

2016  Naomi Ngalle (USNA) 

2017  Erin Chen (Johns Hopkins University) 

NIWFA Individual Épée Champions 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

NIWFA Foil Team Champions 

1929  New York University 

1930  New York University 

1931  New York University 

1932  New York University 

1933  New York University 

1934  Brooklyn College 

1935  Hunter College 

1936  Hunter College 

1937  Hunter College 

1938 New York University 

1939  Hofstra University 

1940  Hunter College 

1941  Brooklyn College 

1942  Jersey City State College 

1943  Jersey City State College 

1944  Hunter College 

1945  Brooklyn College 

1946  Hunter College 

1947  Hunter College 

1948  Hunter College 

1949  New York University 

1950  New York University 

1951  New York University 

1952  Hunter College 

1953  Hunter College 

1954 Elmira College 

1955  Rochester Institute of Technology 

1956  Paterson State College 

1957  Rochester Institute of Technology 

1958  Paterson State College 

1959  Paterson State College 

1960  Fairleigh Dickinson University 

1961  Paterson State College 

1962  Paterson State College 

1963  Fairleigh Dickinson University 

1964  Paterson State College 

1965  Paterson State College 

1966  Paterson State College 

1967  Cornell University 

1968  Cornell University 

1969  Cornell University 

1970  Hunter College 

1971  New York University 

1972  Cornell University 

1973  Cornell University 

1974  California State-Fullerton 

1975  San Jose State University 

1976  San Jose State University 

1977  San Jose State University 

1978  San Jose State University 

1979  San Jose State University 

1980  Pennsylvania State University 

1981  St. John’s University 

1982  Yale University 

1983  Yale University 

1984  St. John’s University 

1985  St. John’s University 

1986  Temple University 

1987  Temple University 

1988  Temple University 

1989  Temple University 

1990  Paterson State College 

1991  Temple University 

1992  Cornell University 

1993  Cornell University 

1994  Princeton University 

1995  Princeton University 

1996  Rutgers University 

1997  Temple University 

1998  Fairleigh Dickinson University 

1999  Temple University 

2000  Temple University 

2001  Temple University 

2002  Temple University 

2003  Temple University 

2004  Temple University 

2005  Temple University 

2006  Temple University 

2007  Temple University 

2008  Temple University 

2009  Temple University 

2010  Temple University 

2011  Temple University 

2012  Temple University 

2013  Temple University 

2014  Temple University 

2015  Temple University 

2016  Temple University 

2017  Temple University 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

NIWFA Sabre  

Team Champions 

1995  Princeton University 

1996  James Madison University 

1997  Johns Hopkins University 

1998  Temple University 

1999  Temple University 

2000  Temple University 

2001  Temple University 

2002  Temple University 

2003  Temple University 

2004  Temple University 

2005  Fairleigh Dickinson University 

2006  Drew University 

2007  Stevens Institute of Technology 

2008  Temple University 

2009  Temple University 

2010  Temple University 

2011  Temple University 

2012  Temple University 

2013  Temple University 

2014  Temple University 

2015  Temple University 

2016  Stevens Institute of Technology 

2017  Temple University 

2000  Tufts University 

2001  Temple University 

2002  Temple University 

2003  Tufts University 

2004  USMA 

2005  Drew University 

2006  Tufts University 

2007  Temple University 

2008  Temple University 

2009  Temple University 

2010  Temple University 

2011  Temple University 

2012  Temple University 

2013  Temple University 

2014  Temple University 

2015  Temple University 

2016  Temple University 

2017  Johns Hopkins University 

NIWFA Épée 

Team Champions 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

NIWFA Combined Team Champions 

1996  Temple University 

1997  Temple University 

1998  Temple University 

1999  Temple University 

2000  Temple University 

2001  Temple University 

2002  Temple University 

2003  Temple University 

2004  Temple University 

2005  Temple University 

2006  Temple University 

2007  Temple University 

2008  Temple University 

2009  Temple University 

2010  Temple University 

2011  Temple University 

2012  Temple University 

2013  Temple University 

2014  Temple University 

2015  Temple University 

2016  Temple University 

2017  Temple University 
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2017-2018 Season 
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Coach: Ahren La Londe 

 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Bryn Mawr 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Allegra Bradley 

Beckie Bull 

Callie Folke 

Summyr-Ann Glover 

Natalie Hagar 

Mac Langat 

Lauren Phillips 

Emily Ward 

Foil 

Ava Douglas 

Chloe Epstein 

Karina Gonzalez 

Emily Kampmeyer 

Eva Liu 

Niamh Reilly 

Catherine Rowen 

Elizabeth Warrick 

Lillian Whithaus 

 Épée  

Anita Brown 

Adriana Gay 

Sarah Golobish 

Elisabeth Kamaka 

Avery King 

Peyton Moriarty 

Veda Nambi 

Myra Nguyen 

Christina Webber 

The Bryn Mawr College Fencing Club seeks to teach and practice the sport of 

fencing in a safe, supportive, and fun environment. We are a United States 

Fencing Association (USFA) member club offering instruction in all three 

weapons: foil, epée, and sabre. We welcome both students with previous 

fencing experience and those completely new to the sport. Beginners practice 

alongside our more advanced members, working their way toward competitive 

status. We have a professional coach who teaches three days a week and we 

compete in tournaments through the Baltimore Washington Collegiate Fencing 

Conference (BWCFC) and National Intercollegiate Women’s Fencing Association 
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Head Coach: Paul Yuen 

Assistant Coaches: Femaria Joseph, Arnold Messing, Liana Pantzari, Joseph Wu, Jario 

Gonzalez, Miriam Moran, Judine Watkis 

at the United States Military Academy 

City College 

of New York 

The City College of New York Women’s Fencing team has grown to one of the top premier programs in 

NCAA Division III fencing. Senior Judine Watkis put on another stellar performance having won silver at 

the 2016 NIWFA Christmas Invitational.  Paul Yuen has been the head fencing coach for the City College 

of New York Women’s Varsity Fencing Team since 2006 after having served as a volunteer assistant 

coach two years prior. Coach Yuen took over the fencing program from Roi Green.  The team not only 

does well in competition but they are also extremely bright and studious. This is evident in the fact 

that the fencing team has had the highest team G.P.A. on a women’s team at CCNY four times (2006-

2007, 2007-2008, 2012-2013, and 2013-2014). The Coaching Staff and teams have been honored with 

the EWFC Roi Green Spirit Sportsmanship Award three straight times (2010-2012). In addition, they 

have received the EWFC Coaching Staff of the Year accolades an impressive four times (2007-2008, 

2008-2009, 2013-2014, and 2014-2015). The team has gone on to post season play each and every 

season qualifying members of the team to the NCAA Northeast Regional Championships.  

 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Claudia Campenella 

Lia Castillo 

Angelique Crawley 

Foil 

Hannah Contreras 

Nemesys Perez 

April Vargas 

 Épée  

Julissa Gonzalez 

Kasey Oliver 

Cynthia Ung 
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Coach: John Seidel 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

The College of 

New Jersey 

The current fencing program at The College of New Jersey has been in existence 

since 2014.  TCNJ is currently a Club Sport, actively seeking varsity status, has been 

a member of the National Intercollegiate Women's Fencing Association since 2016, 

and is also a member of the Southern Atlantic Conference and the Mid Atlantic     

Collegiate Fencing Association.  Coached by Jonathan Seidel, the College of New 

Jersey has seen many victories and substantial growth of the program and hopes to 

continue that growth in the years to come. 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Drew University 

    The sport of fencing has a 90+ year tradition at Drew University. The Drew University Women’s Fencing 

(NCAA Division III) is a proud member of the NIWFA and the Eastern Women’s Fencing Conference (EWFC). 

The team plays a very active regular season schedule that includes NCAA Division I, Division II, Division III, 

and club opponents. Last year the team turned in its best-ever season record (39-9). Eight of its members 

qualified for the 2017 NCAA Regional Championships. This year, junior foilist and team co-captain Caitlin 

Kotz has already eclipsed the career 200-win mark and picked up the silver medal at the 2017 NIWFA 

Holiday Tournament (an event she won in 2016). Senior saberist and team co-captain Pearl Sutter brought 

home three medals (one gold and two bronze) as a member of team USA at the 2017 Maccabiah Games in 

Tel Aviv, Israel last summer. She will reach the career 200-win mark this season. The team is led by head 

coach, Vincent Paragano. Now in his third full season at the helm of the Drew Rangers, Paragano is also a 

competitor on the US National and International Veterans Circuits; he is the 2017 and 2016 Pan American 

Veterans saber champion. He is also the founder and previous head coach of two NJ Championship High 

School Programs, Bernards High School and Governor Livingston High School. 

Top Row: Caitlin Kotz, Erin Heller, Sonia Tomkowska, Kayla Ogden, Natalya 

Shcherban, Naya Ferris, Lauren Gonnelli, Jackie Rapport, Anna Scheckel, Arti Sunder 

Middle Row: Claudia West, Alison Kipe, Joy Brooks, Mary Prachthauser, Alina Qasim, 

Nicole Tamburri, Lydia Segal, Emily Huber, Pearl Sutter 

Bottom Row: Assistant Coaches Taia Harrison and Brendan McNelis, Head Coach 

Vince Paragano, Assistant Coaches Kevin Cho, Ya Lu, and James Weiss 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Joy Brooks 

Emily Huber 

Kayla Ogden 

Natalya Shcherban 

Pearl Sutter 

Nicole Tamburri 

Foil 

Nayah Ferris 

Alison Kipe 

Caitlin Kotz 

Alina Qasim 

Sonia Tomkowska 

Lydia Segal 

 Épée  

Lauren Gonnelli 

Marina Hahn 

Erin Heller 

Mary Prachthauser 

Jackie Rapport 

Anna Sheckel 

Arti Sunder 

Claudia West 
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Head Coach: Daniel Bass 

Assistant Coach: Alex Delaney 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Fairleigh Dickinson 

University 

Home to three National Championship titles, Fairleigh Dickinson University sponsors one of the 

longest-running programs in collegiate fencing, having supported a varsity team since 1950. A 

women’s-only program, the FDU Knights compete as an NCAA Division-1 institution and as 

members of the NIWFA Conference and Mid-Atlantic/South Regional Championship. 

The program is currently under the direction of second-year Head Coach, Daniel K Bass and 

Assistant Coach, Alexander Delaney. While the majority of the athletes competing for the FDU 

program hail from the New York/New Jersey area, the 2016-17 roster includes fencers from 

California and Germany, and teams in recent years have included athletes representing nations 

such as Mexico, Egypt, Hungary, and Russia. This diversity of athletes provides a unique athletic 

experience as well as the foundation for the strength of the program, as the knowledge of many 

perspectives on the sport help to create a learning environment able to prepare athletes for the 

highest levels of competition.   

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Isabella DeMoya 

Isabella Garcia 

Foil 

Amanda Cilley 

Carly Edelman 

Shea Sanders 

 Épée  

Natalia Toby 

Gabriel Watson 
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Head Coach: Chris Spencer 

Assistant Coaches: John Molloy, Wang Yang, Andrew Moore, Eric Gardner 

 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Haverford College 

Haverford became co-ed in 1980, and the women’s fencing team quickly grew to varsity 
status.  Sarah Zinn was the first woman to represent Haverford at the NCAA 
Championship. Women’s sabre fencing got its start at Haverford, as Donna Kaminsky 
’98 was the first female saberist in the NCAA, but she had to join the men’s team to do 
it. The attention Kaminski received became the catalyst for women's sabre competition, 
which was approved for the 1999-2000 season.  In 2011, the female Fords' foil squad 
placed 3rd at the National Weapon Squad Championships, knocking off host NYU in the 
process.  Haverford women won their second NIWFA D3 Championship in 2014. 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Ayesha Bhikha 

Emily Brown 

Krystal Li 

Anna Neuheardt 

Foil 

Hanna Kopits 

Alexandra Morrison 

Jia-Ming Tuan 

Zuyi Wang 

 Épée  

Katie Bradley 

Claire Cai 

Lauren Pronger 

Amanda Soled 

Valentina Zavala-

Arbelaez 
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Head Coach: Randy Bresil 

Assistant Coaches: Bridget Min and Natalia Dittren 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Hunter College 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Jessica Chen 

Tina Chen 

Lianne Doctor 

Humayra Kabir Rima 

Michelle Rangel 

Alexandra Van Zant 

Foil 

Arwa Abdelhamid 

Mernayaser Eldesouki 

Tasnim Halim 

Jessica Hall 

Umera Khan 

Iqraa Naeem 

 Épée  

Leslie Campbell 

Lai Chung 

Aiman Lodhi 

Stephanie Lucano 

Sarah Russo 

Aleksandra Wencwicz 
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Coaches: Austin Young, Zeyad Elashry, Milos Vasic 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Johns Hopkins 

University 

The Johns Hopkins women's fencing was started in 1973. It was the first women's 

varsity sport at Johns Hopkins. The program record is 385-339. The team has won 5 

Eastern Women's Fencing Conference Championships. The team has earned 

2
nd

 place finishes at the NIWFA Championships (most recently in 2011). 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Erin Chen 

Natalie Martinez 

Alicja Tomaszewski 

Shiaomeng Tse 

Maggie Vitale 

Rebecca Zhou 

Foil 

Elizabeth Konopacki 

Lior Levy 

Rebecca Rosenthal 

Brooke Stanicki 

Kiera Wolfe 

Katherine Xiang 

 Épée  

Shivani Bisen 

Jaynie Criscione 

Michele Lan 

Shaina Morris 

Jiawen Zeng 
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Coaches: Natalie Kolasa 

Assistant Coach: Zachary Lee 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Lafayette College 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Francine Dennehy 

Foil 

Courtney Cohen 

Christina Lyons 

Olympia Peters 

 

 Épée  

Haley Mauriello 

Sara Mikovic 
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Coach: Steve Mormando 

Assistant Coaches: Lauren Willock Wunderlich, Ed 

Elterman, Kornel Udvarhelyi, Sam Wunderlich 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

New York 

University 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Audrey Edgington 

Erika Levine 

Marlena Lui 

Elizabeth Sweetra 

Jacqueline Tubbs 

Sabrina Zhao 

Foil 

Lily Gabay 

Tiffany Luong 

Anastasiya Muravyeva 

Yasmeen Omer 

Esther Seligson 

Alisa Traskunov 

Rachel Yuen 

 Épée  

Hannah Bennett 

Steph Cunningham 

Marianne Lim 

Marissa Posner 

Eileen Wang 

Rachel Wu 
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Head Coach: Gregory Rupp 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Queens College 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Leslie Irlanda 

Sophia Lettieri 

Gabriella Mendoza 

Nikki-Rose Siapno 

Foil 

Sabrina Decopain 

Nicole Michaels 

Alison Shum 

 Épée  

Anastasiia Kriukova 

Nina Lopez-Ortiz 

Fatima Maryam 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Rutgers University 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Smith College 

Coach: Scott Tundermann 

The Hell's Belles have had a successful year with many new fencers learning the sport 

and bringing fresh enthusiasm to the team! Our season began successfully, kicked off 

by the annual Big One hosted at Smith College, followed by participation in the 

Northeast Fencing Conference, New England Clubs, and NIWFA championships. We 

welcome back coach Scott Tundermann for his 20th year leading the Hell's Belles.  

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Margaret Perry 

Elysia Wang 

Zoe House 

Catherine Kennedy 

Morgan Kaenzig de Denus 

Claire Jordan 

Kendra Swanson 

Eleanor Noble 

Foil 

Rebekah Kahn 

Jennifer Kahn 

Hannah Holmberg 

Allison Smith 

Chang Liu 

Annie Dobroth 

Laura Richards 

Dominique Straugn-Turner 

 Épée  

Caterina Baffa 

Lyric Lott 

Katherine Thompson 

Lauren Cox 

Danielle Vishlitsky 



31 

 

Head Coach: Linda Vollkommer-Lynch 

Assistant Coach: Attila Lukacs, Beatrice Wilson 

Student Assistant Coach: Caroleen Chen 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Stevens Institute of 

Technology 

The Stevens Women’s Fencing Team under the helm of Coach Linda Vollkommer-Lynch 

is in its 44
th

 year and last season achieved its 500
th

 win. Last year, the team was the 

defending Eastern Women’s Fencing Conference (EWFC) Team Champions, along with 

being Epee, Saber, and Foil team Conference Champions as well.  The Lady Ducks are 

off to another good season in 2017-18! 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Christine Drobish 

Michelle Drobish 

Kyria Johnson 

Karen Kong 

Samantha Magda 

Kian Wissemann 

Julia Yang 

Foil 

Abby Kaye 

Nicole Strezewski 

Caitlin Uang 

Allison Urban-Spillane 

 Épée  

Kalee Burns 

Amanda Choy 

Erin Hatcher 

Julie McEldoon 

Teny Odaimi 

Kellie Vertetis 
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Head Coach: Nikki Franke 

Assistant Coach: Josh Herring 

Volunteer Assistant Coach: Alex Keft 

Director of Operations: Erica Szpynda 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Temple University 

Top row: Assistant Coach Josh Herring, Allison Pierok, Camille Simmons, Malia Hee, Kerry 

Plunkett, Eva Hinds, Safa Ibrahim, Blessing Olaode, Jessicca Rockford, Coach Dr. Nikki Franke  

Bottom row: Quinn Duwelius, Kennedy Lovelace, Ally Micek, Fiona Fong, Auset Muhammad, 

Marielle Luke, Kari Weiner, Megan Ross 

Temple University Fencing has competed in the NIWFA Championships since the 

team was created.  Temple has won the 3 Weapon Team Olympian’s Trophy every 

year since 1996  

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Eva Hinds 

Malia Hee 

Blessing Olaode 

Kerry Plunkett 

Jessica Rockford 

Foil 

Kennedy Lovelace 

Auset Muhammad 

Allison Pierok 

Megan Ross 

Kari Weiner 

 Épée  

Quinn Duwelius 

Fiona Fong 

Safa Ibrahim 

Marielle Luke 

Ally Micek 

Camille Simmons 
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Coach: Bob Grieser 

Officer in Charge: COL James Ness 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

United States 

Military Academy 

The Army West Point Fencing Team which has been in existence since 1999, has been proud 

to be members of the NIWFA each and every year, competing in its Championship each 

season.  The Women’s Team has been proud to produce a 4-time Individual NIWFA 

Champion in Foil and several medalists in Sabre, Epee and Foil both individual and weapon 

squad.  The Women have been SAC Conference Champions along with various weapon 

medalists.  They have also won the USACFC Championships, both as a Women’s Team and 

as part of a 6-Weapon Team, along with USACFC Champions in Women’s Sabre, Women’s 

Foil and medalists in all 3 weapons.  They have also produced a USACFC Individual 

Champion in Women’s Foil.  The team has posted a winning season every year for the past 

15 years. 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Helen Schroeder 

Tara Locantro 

Nathalie Du 

Foil 

Rachel Pennington 

Claudia Sun 

Mia Melgoza 

Taylor Krug 

Sophia Maliscke 

 Épée  

Amy Yang 

Rebecca Weigel 

Claire Sirna 

Brigit Duffy 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

United States 

Naval Academy 

The Naval Academy intercollegiate fencing program dates back to 1896, when 

Navy joined the Intercollegiate Fencing Association.  Navy went on to win 8 IFA and 

3 NCAA championships, and produced 9 NCAA individual champs, 12 national 

champs, and 16 Olympians.  Recent successes include a USACFC national 

championship for the women’s team in 2014, gold medals for the women’s saber 

squad at the 2015 and 2016 USACFC national championships, a gold medal for 

Naomi Ngalle in individual women’s saber at the 2016 NIWFA championships, and 

a bronze medal for Krista Trefren at the 2017 NIWFA Invitational.  

Coaching Staff:  Head Coach:  Emil Petruncio, Captain, USN (Retired) 

Assistant Coaches:  James Adams and Nick Stockdale, Kazimieras Campe and LaSelle 

Booker, Dave Uffelman, and Maestro Janusz Smolenski 

Officer Representative: LT Aaron Kalfus, USN 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Krista Trefren 

Rose Raux 

Emily Klitgard 

Sarah Merrill 

Foil 

Lorzlie Devallon 

Charmaine Batuy 

Franchette Allarey 

Ariona Mayo 

 Épée  

Lani Davis 

Madison Lozano 

Amanda Ramos 

Brittany Stewart 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

University of 

Florida 

 

The University of Florida Fencing Team prides itself on turning new fencers into 

future athletes. The UF team takes students new to fencing and thrusts them into 

an intense and disciplined environment. Older members guide new members 

through their journey from student to student-athlete. Despite rigorous academic 

course loads and other responsibilities, each of our fencers give their training 

their maximum effort. There are few others that show as much passion for fencing 

as those from the University of Florida.  

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Savannah Morgan 

Emily Nott 

Aastha Rajbhandary 

Lai Juing Su 

Kimberly Harmount 

Julia Aiello 

La Mei Su 

Foil 

Talia Brown 

Itzel Guzman 

Sarah Arteta 

Emily Casper 

Melissa De La Paz 

Erika Cintron 

Regan Foote 

Isabelle Mencia 

Kyla McLeod 

Maria Chaparro 

 Épée  

Sabrina Walsh 

Ellia Brayton 

Natalie Cristobal 

Michelle Do 

Dolores Hinckley 

Hope Sotolongo-Miranda 

Raluca Popa 

Maria Valdivia-Fuentes 

Stephany Porter 

Rachel Wislomerski 

Coach: Bruce Capin 

Assistant Coaches: Todd Kozlowski, Erica Drayer, Amir 

Rubin, Erin Brandenburg, Gio Cerda, Andy Huang 
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90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

University of 

Virginia 

The Virginia Fencing Club is competitive fencing organization, competing in intercollegiate 

tournaments with both club and varsity schools up and down the East Coast and throughout the 

country. We are a student run club sport team that competes in many tournaments throughout the 

school year, including the United States Association of Collegiate Fencing Clubs (USACFC) and 

Southern Intercollegiate Fencing Association (SIFA) conferences. Though we currently do not have a 

coach, we practice on a regular basis so that we may improve individually and together as a team. 

The club provides all necessary equipment and welcomes new members both with and without prior 

fencing experience. We practice Monday, Wednesday, and Friday of each week, and welcome new 

members at any time during the year. VFC has been a club team since the early 80's, but existed as 

a varsity team for decades prior to that. We have around 40 members from around the country and 

the world! 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Maya Retterer 

Keith Spaar 

Roberto Thomas 

Evan Bell 

Nathaniel Lilly 

Sam Nicol 

Foil 

Mitch Gillin 

Joe Cumprich 

Cynthia DiPaula 

Chris O’Kuinghttons 

Tyler Macaluso 

Noah Marwitz 

Emily Saul 

 Épée  

David Khanan 

Rebecca Lewis 

Felix Li 

Ben Winter 

Max Freedman 

Rohit Rustagi 

Ruslan Nasirov 
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Coach: Fatima Largaespada 

Assistant Coaches: Olivia Wynn, Brian Palestis 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Wagner College 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Abby Buckborough 

Karen Martin 

Dove Sinclair 

Foil 

Rebecca Erickson 

Karen Gutierrez 

Mahina Taglies 

 Épée  

Clare McCaffrey 

Amanda Rey 

Stephanie Upston 



38 

 

Head Coach: Judith Cummins 

Assistant Coaches: Sharone Huey and Roberta Gonzalez 

90th NIWFA Conference Championship 2018 

at the United States Military Academy 

Yeshiva 

University 

 Team Roster  

Sabre 

Brielle Broder 

Gal Gir 

Sarah Graff 

Rocky Pincus 

Foil 

Karen-Lynn Amouyal 

Dahlia Laury 

Jordan Silver 

Liel Silverstone 

Odelia Tordjman 

 Épée  

Sara Dobkin 

Sima Fried 

Kayla Kamornick 

Batsheva Lasky 

Rebecca Siegel 

Meira Weisblatt 
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